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~miniscen~ 

The inception of a local H~~to-rical Society, 

as I recall it after some years, was in the mind 

of Mrs. John Latane, who. a$ke4 a group of 

Lexington and Roc~br~dge County people to, 
meet at the Court House~ This g~~u.p did hold 

a meeting-more than one meeting, 1 t!iink 

-a:tid discussed plans for such an . org(tniz(l ... 

tion .. But the idea did not come to fruition at 

that time. It was some two years later th'1.t a 

larger number, ' comprised of the .former 
group qrz,~ ~ riuniber .. pf o.~hers, .. gqt . togeth,er 

and actually launched the Rockbridge . His- · 

torical Society .. Due Credit; however must>fie 
given ta Mrs. Lat(ine f().r her tho.ught p:ncl ef .. 

fort. 
-E~ P . . TOMPKINS. :. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE 

ROCKBRIDGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

On August 9, 1939, a number oi. citizens of Rockbridge 
Cou11ty and Lexington, Virginia, met iµ the A~ Smith 
Academy, in Lexington, Virginia, to consider Jhe form~t;ion 
of a :ijockbridge .Historical Society. Mr. C . . Cabell Tut\viler 
presicl~d at the · llleeting, and Mrs. Charles ·McCulloch .· acted 
as secretary. ·, " 

At>this meeting it was agreed to form the Rockbridge His­
torical Society, and a constitution and by-laws for the society 
were proposed and · adopt~d. · 

lt was a~reed that those who were. :pres~nt at the Augµst 
9, 1939, meeting, and who desirep .tcJ become members; should 
sig:n th~ir names on a .paper prepared .by. th~. secretary, and 
that these persO!lS should. be coµsid~red charter members 
of the society . . Twenty-nine of those present at this; Aµgust 
9, 1939, meeting sigm~d the organization paper. · 

It was furtJ1er . tlgreeci, at thE!-' A~~\lSt 9~ +9~9, meeting, 
that tr~ose who . had previously ·expressed ·an interest in the 
formation of th~ So~iety and who had. attended the preli~­
inary meeting on July 7, 1939, at Mrs. N. Beverly Tucker's, 
and who were unavoidably prevented from ~ttending the 
meeting .on/ August · 9,: 1939,' <shouldbe consider¢d ·charter 
members. Practically all of those who attended the · meeting 
at Mrs. Tucker'$ on July 7, 1939, were . present at·the August 
9, ·· 1939, meeting. 

See the mi]1utes of the Society for July 7; 1939, and for 
August 9, 1939. A list of those present at the July· meeting 
is. given iri' the · minutes, but the 'liSt of · the · twenty-nine who 
sig~ed the organization paper at the .Augu~t meetil'lg is . not 
given in the minutes, and this paper has not been found. 

Since its organization on August 9, 1939, the Society has 
held eight regular. qu;irterly meetirlgs: October 23,193~; 
J~n,uary 22, HMO; April 22; 1940;, July 22, 1940; October 28, 
1940; January 27, 1941; April 28 1941; July 28, 1941. · 
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OFFICERS AND .COMMITTEES, 1939 

At the organization meeting of the Rockbridge Historical 
Society, on August 9, 1989, the following officers were elected; 
President. .. ;'."'·.:····: .. ; .. :::· ..... ·····:······· ............................. ., ............. ~ .. '.:·····DR •.. F. ·p. GAINES 
First Vice-President ........... ..................... , .... .. GEN. JAMES A. ANDERSON 

Second Vice.;.President., ....... , ....... , .......... ,. .... , ................. ~ ....... MR. D. E. BRADY 

Third Vice:J?residertt ........ : ...................... ; ......... : ......... Mn. JOHN A. GRAHAM 

Fourth Vice--'President. ........................................... ~ ...... Dn. G. BOLLING LEE 
New York. N. Y; 

Fifth . Vice-President., .... : ............................. MR. W . . HousToN BARCLAY 
Wiehita. Kan. 

Sixth Vice..:President... ........................ ..,.: ... : .......... : ....... M1t L. BERKELEY Cox 
i Hartford, Conn. , . 

Sev~nth •vice-President... ., ........... , ... , ........ : ......... Mn. ALLAN McDowELL 
· Kent. Conn. 

Recording Secretary ................ , .......... Mn. MATTHEW W. PAXTON,- Jn .. 
Corresponding Sectetary ................................. Mrss MARY · P. BARCLAY 
Treasuter .. : ................................. : .............. .................... : .. , ... M1t FRANK J. GtLLlAM . 

Librarian., ............... '. ................................... : .... ; .................... ,, .. :;.])R. ·· E. P. ·TOMPKINS 

The following Committees were later appointed •.. .by the 
President: · 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MRS •. CHARLES .• McCuLI:'OCFL ................. ., ............. ;.: ............... ; .... .,; ......... Chairman 
Dr. K P. Gaines, Ex Officio Gen. J. A. Anderson 
Mr. D .. E. Brady Mr. John: A. Graham 
M~s . . Rosa Tucker Mason Mr. M. W. Paxton, Jr. 
Miss Hope Stuart Dr. E. P. Tompkins 
Mr. C .• Cabell /Tutwiler Major PauLWelles 

COMMITTEES ON HISTORICAL RECORDS 

Dn. JAMES LEwis · HoWE ..................... ., ................... ,. ................ " ........ ..... Chairman 

Sub•Committees 

!.-Committee On Genealogy 
DR. FRANCIS . Lu rmmMAN ... ......... ,. ......................... ........................... Chairman 

Miss Henrietta Dunlap Col. C. N. Feamster 
Mr. Hale · Houston 
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Il.-Committee on Biography 

DR •. GEORGE H. DENNY ....... ,, .. -. ..... ............................. .................................. Chairman 
Col. William· Couper Dr. L. C. Helderman 
Mr. Harrington Waddell Dr .. Reid White 

III.-Committee on Historical Landmarks 

DR. LESLIE LYLE CAMPEELL ......................................................... ......... Chairman 
Miss Ellen G. Anderson Mr. B. F. Harlow 
Miss ]A:aud Houston Mr~ · w ·. ·.Horace Lackey 
Mr. J. Harry Lyle Hon. Miles Poindexter 
Major ·A; W. Robertson Mr. E; T.Robinson 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE · 

MRs. ERNEST A .. SA.LE .................................................. , .................................... Chairman 
Mrs . . J. P. Alexander Miss·Ellen ·G* ·Anderson 
.Mr. Frank Moore Mr. Earie · K:~ Paxton 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

MRs. · CaARLES McCuLLocH ................................... ,., .............. .... , .............. Chairman 
Mrs. E. P~ Bledsoe · . Capt. G. D~ Letcher 

Mrs. Frank ·Moore 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

MR. STUART Moon ................................................ ,. ........ : ......................... ., ...... Chafrma.."'1 
Miss Jennie Hopkins Major. Paul WeU~s 

SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 

M1ss ELIZABETH · BARCL.t\ Y ....... ~ ...... ., ................... , ................................... ~.Chairman 
Mrs. George M. Brooke Mrs. M. B. Corse· 
Miss Mary ·Warwic~ Dunlap Mrs. ··Charles ·S. Glasgow 
Mrs. A C. Lee Cot R A. Marr · 
Mrs. Rose Tucker .·Mason Mrs. Livingston W. Smith 
Mrs. N. Beverly Tucker ·. Mr. J. A. Veech 



RED HOUSE 

The fu'st regular quarterly meeting of the Rockbridge His­
torical Society was held in the Washington and Lee Student 
Union building, on October 23, 1939, 

At this meeting, Dr. Francis Lee Thurman read the follow­
ing paper on the ~·Red . House.'' the old home of John McDowell, 
and the present home of Mrs. J. G . . Alexander, near Fairfield, Va. 

Old houses in the Valley of Virginia are not so old as 
those.in .Tidewater, but there are some of them of very great 
importance as keystones in history. Red Hou.se is one of 
these. 

After the siege · of Londonderry, many Scotch-Irish emi­
gra~ed to America, first to Pennsylvania, and later, to the 
V allefof Vfrgi~i~: John Lewis, who s~ttletl in Augusta and 
found~~ St~unton, . . Virginia, attracted · manY.' .. ·prominent 
families .to the Valley, and among them were his cousins, the 
McDowells, the Greenleest th~ McClungs, the Mackeys, etc. 
They came up the Valley from Harper's Ferry and the Win­
chester . Country,. and when they arrived at Staunton they 
were attracted by.the much heralded allurements of the Bor­
den Grant, which; on one side joined the great Beverley 
Grant. Benjamin ·Borden met up with them at Staunton, and 
steered them ·to his Grant~ The venerable Ephraim Mc­
Dowe!t' his da~ghter; Mary Greenlee,. . and . her husband, 
JamE?s' · .. Gr~enl~e, . his sons, . James . and .. John McDowell~ ·· and 
the latter's-wife, Magdalena Woods, were ·the first emigrants. 
Borden offered .John. McDowell one thousand acres of land, 
of his owri'. seled10n:: situated . \vhere .• h~ wished, to survey 
these lands . fo:r him. John and Magdalena Woods had been 
married perhaps in Ireland, and had a: -child or two at this 
time. He selected the site of Red House and< one thousand 

·acres .around it as ·his .habitat. Old Ephraim had lands ad­
joining, and James and Mary. Greenlee alSo settled nearby. 
James McDowell did riot remain here, but went on to North 
Carolina and became the progenitor of all that very large 
and rather distinguished North Carolina branch. John bunt 
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a lar~~ . log house, . and di~e.reµt, frofU his :µeigh_bors, skinned 
the. l~gs,. .so that they ·.· pre~ente(i . ?-. 'White .<lppeaf~n~e. ·.On the 
pack side of his lands was a vein of red ochre, and from this 
he obtained a lot of powdered material, which, 'when mixed 
with water, made a reef paint; aNd with this · he painted the 
fogs. This being the only one hereabouts thus> decorated, it 
was called the Red House. Here •be lived the hargylife .of the 
pioneer, and here · his sons, Samuel and Jam es grew . apace. 
His arrival l;ler~w(;\sjn October 1737,>and he immediately 
built his habitat befo+~ .. the winter came on. $~m:uel' wa~ the 
o~de~ · .of .tl;le boy~, .ap,d .. o~t~!l .. CEil'rl~d the .· . ~l"!C!ili dl,lring ... the 
~µrveys made fqr . l3e~Jall1~11 ~ol'~en, jn th~ ~orden . Grant. 
ThUcs .it owa~tl1<\t he, b~came ~n> irUPQJ.'.tajlt. wittje~s •.• in bound­
ilries .. di~put~§, which . were freqt;~nt~ . John was a m~ri . of 
sub~!9.11ce . a~d impo:r,tan(!~, .• '1P.4 . was .. mad~ . <;apt~Il of . the 
Milit~a Cpmp~:nY~ for.meet for prpt~¢~ive putf?Q~~~ a~ail1st the 
Iµdj~:µs~ In •.. 17.2, I~OCf 1J()~ Indiahf'.l frOn1· .. . :N~~·· .··. Y9r)t · .c~me 
through . l:iere Ot\ . their way South to tigl1t ihe G~¢rqke~s, or 
Choctaws, arid . CC1IIlped fqz: so!Xle. days •. :netl~ i t}f~ ~~d. House. 
Indians . alway~liv1Fd qfftht; lanq .•. tht<llf-gll )VP.ich ·· tp.ey went, 
as they had ;:t10 . comn1ipsarit;s, an,d h<tying . b~~n, .. plied . with 
DJ.Uch liquor, Aec:~me quit~ obl"lo~iouf;, killing · .. • · .~ ··· hog h~re, 
aµd . a . cqw. ther,e with the.if: .. p.rrows, as. if tlie$e .. · anJ,mafa were 
public property. C9l, Patten, .• of. :pattQnsbllli~t rQll . th~ . · J;iµtBS 

:R ... 1v .. e ... rt.· .. wa .. s G.oul'.lt ..... Y<i ... ·· ie .•. u ... t~n.· .. •ij..n.• .. t., · qn .. ·.ii ... ·.u .. P .. ·.o.·.·•.n.· .J.·••.1 .. ••.~a .•... r.· •. 1.~n. g ... ·· o.f.· .. ... th.ese 
• .. ~ .. - - -·· :- · -. . .. - · :' -.- • . . - . ·• . • . . .- . ·. ' . . . .•· • • 

d~p:r:~del;tions, < o1"4~r~(j C~pt .. Mq:QQ~elt.to ~ss~~hle . his :mili-
tia, anci escort .·them tll.rQ~gh the terl;it()ry~ This wa~ being 
acco~p~ish~d. pe~ceably! v..;hen a JAme India;n, w:~o could 
not . l}eep11p . withJb.~ ~av~~c~de, . ~~epped outqf the .path, or 
tr~ilJ for so mg purpo~ec and a deg~n~:i:-at~ whit~ lll~m, with· 
oµt . rhyD;1e .or .. r~~son, s}lot ofl! b.i~ ~' ~!iber at him or to 
scare him, and he immediately gave a war whoop~ ·and .the 
ba~tle w~ . Qn. b~e Q:t)jef whirleQ. and• ~b.o~ Q~pt. .. McDowell, 
wlw was riding besid~ li!rh, ~nd sp~~R~<iY els~ ~hot the 
CMef. •In a l.ittl.e whil~ . s~'Vful. oI' e ht Wh.ites .· were . killed, 
an~ a)lou~se\r~n.~e~n(Jr ~~~~~e~~'", ., .. ..•••. h~,Vfb.~il thef:es~c: took 
to th~ ·:mp9~t~~&, · ~n.d· ~~tl#~~d to · N~V/•• 1kq~!~ This· .. fight - .oc~ 
curr~d Qll Bal<;ony lJOV{ll~, fUd tl1e little' stre~ .wh,ere it 
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took p~a~e is sti~lcalled Battle Creek. This ~as the first . fight 
between the Whites and Indians in the . Count~. The widow 
of Capt. Mc;Dow:ell co.ntimled .t() . live. on ·at Red House with 
her sons;. Samuel and Jam.es, and her daughter Martha, who 
later married. George Moffett of Augusta County, .. and .be­
came · the .proge11itor of that very extensive· and . distinguished 
family . 

. After. ·a .. · few years, ·the · elder Benjamin. Borden having 
died·, his so~: Ben~atp.i~, Jr., wh~ · inherited . the major ?or­
tion of the ~wet¥._si~ thotisarid a.cr~s ·g~ant, carrie acourt~ 
ing the wi~ov; McI)oV/ell~. She did ~ot l?~k :1pon ~is suit ~ith 
favor ~t first, bl1t eventu~lly accepted ~ him. They are s~p­
posed to h~ve co~t~nue~. t?}ive on at ~ed Hol.tse until .. ?am­
uel .~nd J~es grew to . ni.~nhoo~, a~d SaI!l~el niarri~~ . a 
~iss M~Clung and t?ok p?ssessiont 'While ~is mother . went 
with ~er husban~ tothe fart~er edg~ of his grant, where he 
ha<l p~~pared a · ho!lle for·. ~er1 whfo~ .is. still st~ndirig rte~r 
th~ .A~~u~ · lin::.In .• the !n~antime, · .James married .~.· ··.• 1Vfiss 
p,re~t0n, . • ~.· · ~~arJ.ddaughter ·· of Gen .. · \Villiam . Campbell .. of 
King's Mount~~ fame, a~d built 'a 'house on ~is portion of 
his ~a:her's 1~~; and called it Che~rr G.rov~~ IIere v;as born 
·James McDo'Y~ll1 • Jr"' l~tei:a memb~r of Congre~s arid ~ov­
'ernor of Virginia. -His sister, Eliz~beth,- niarrie·d at •• Cherry 
Grove; Thomas '.H •. Benton, .who · later . became ·. so celebrated 
as . the s~n.at<>r . from M1s~ottrt . }; .··. daughter• .of Th()nias H. 
Benton married.Gen.· John ·C. Fremont, the man who, more 
than a?!b()d~ ~ls(?~ took . cali~ornfa and riluch ?ther terti• 
tory fr?ttl Mexi<:~' f?r t~e:lJnited States. These. personalities 
of Cherry Grove ·. were, so · ~oted · and important that we 
thought · it necessary to digress from Red House, . and men­
tion them. , 

C?mirig bac~Jo }too Hou5e, ~e ·~d Samuel and his f~m­
ilY in, fti11 ,p~~Sf:~Si?~' .. an.d here .. i~) 1771 w~~ . born ·. ~is son) 
Ep~~~' · ... wh~. 1(!t~r ..• · o,~~~~ ~he . rn~~t . distin~ished SU~i;ron 
in .th~ :new . world,, anq Jr1 Danvµl~, K7zitt1~kjf t perfor111ed 
the ·ms_~ ovari()towy . ~ve!.· perforiri~d .... any-Whe~e, . and con­
ferred a boon to women before undreamed of. · He was the 
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first man who ever dared. invade the s~cred precincts of the 
abdomen. 

San:lµel McDowell bee~~ a .. C~lgnel in t.h~ Revolution 
and cqmmanded,a .body Q~ .Ip.jlitja •.. ~i; . th~ Bai;~le .. of G'l,lilford 
Court .House~ .He ·was also.in the 'Virginia Legislature. The · 
virgin soil of Kentucky, and the unlimited opportunities 
there, caused himi in 1783, to migrate to that State, and as 
the Law was his chosen profession, he had not been there 
l,ong before h~ Wf!S appqiJit~d ·~ j\lqge, and .. pecame .one of 
great note. A~ th~. S,,ame. time, J1is. ~2D: be~a~~ the .. gr~atest 
swg~on . J.n. the/ne'W · work\~ · Wll,eµ h~ Jeft'f iz.;gh1ia, . ~ed H,ouse 
.and the .. :ijed lipusfJJ~c;Is .w~r~ . SQ~4<to. t~e .. Tr~~vy . ~a:mHy, 
·and· in 177$, . M,:~~ ~reavy . ;built th~ tW~t)e~t, sta!ely · com~odi­
ous apd elega~tmapsiop, ~ornew:h;;tt 1~ the front~, . and tq the 
side,:o~ th~ . q+:~~iµal Re~J . :H<>us~. It was built ~s '1 cqtµbina­
tion lwµ~~, and .tav~rn, and ¥fas ::t .. nqt~~ ~t~gia ~tpp f9r many 
years.')2he .. great. rool'!l on. th~ rigM sjde .:of .t?.e· b~llwas at 
first t4e .P~pth of. the ~ntire )lou~~, with .E!-P. biii'ne!ls~ fire­
place . with . pot. h{)oks <apd . hapg~i;s •. · but ·. ~at~t:.>W~. divided 
Jntp tb.r~f:! rooi;ns,the oµtli;n¢s ;9f ~hich sho~ .o:n. ' the. vvains­
coating and th~· .fio'or. .One , of t~~$e .. rooms ·was 'known as / 
the d~posi~ory for, sa9dl~~' saddlE?b,gs, and v~luabJesJ where 
t}ley .,cqµ1d Jqe . safely- . t~lteµ care ot over .. :Qi,g}Jt. .. ·.·.!-;... ·. ~~~ond 
orle was th~ ~'1P . TOQl!h w!i~~e ... the}q!ler m~m was . r~fte,s4ed, 
and. t~E! · mid.cU~ .. one, . wi~ : ~he · 1~ge ·· . fire-pl?<~~; was .. µ.sed 
a~ a sq~t o~ lo"fing, OJ.' si;ttW,g rooxµL Tl;t~ woqdw,qrk of the 
old . house is very good, and . the ori~i,n~ .· fl9o:ripg is . still 
u~~<i . throU,ghou~. The·• ~ayrn~ ~~ily C(lll'l~ into posses~ 
sion .. ol :~his flnt · o~d· propeF1¥ by ni~I"jage, but # was later 
b~ug}lt by pr. J:5>Jm }{. ,Ale~an,(l~r:, Jh~ gr~~~ther pf the 
pre~f:n~ .o:wner .. rp1is grit~cl. · oi~ Pt~£~ is·' be~tit~f:itnY furnis'.hed 
in ·.· m~ogany .::t,PQ Jpyely b~g~gs,. ~1ld ,is Pi;t~ '. of the show 

. pla~es . o~. tliey,ney~ .· :r~ th~ ·· ne~J]1 .• <!em~i~ry . lie ... b,uri~d 
. ~;qiy g~1''r~atip:n~ . · qt ~h~; :rv+cPow~~~ ~nti, .~Lfltle mon,ument 
sta~~ j:zi th~ ~ddl~ •. of Jhe . inc:l9~ui-~ . to . gp~~ Jal;Il~S . Mc~ 
Dow~:µ .:and ··. :tii~ '· gr~df~thei-, ·~.Jo}in < ~cp9~~Jl~ . ~hq : was 
~ille9, by th~ .Ir,id.fallS at 1;3!!lqony ~o~ns in · 174~. 



BORDEN'S GRANT 
At Uufs~9ond quartexl~ . nieeting of the .. Sodety, held inthe 

Studen't Unfori building~ on January 22; · 1940, Dr. E; Pendleton 
Tompkins· :read the following paper on· Borden's Grant, a grant 
thatfucluded a large portion of Rockbridge County. See Fron­
tispiece: · 

An old '.scotch minister ascended his pulpit one Suriday 
morning~ a±id announced· his text ... in ~these words: Brethren, 
I will ·· prea~h thi~ day on the text found in the book· of ·Heze­
kiaf:r~ . uinpty-~te~ri chapter and such-and:such · .. ·verse, which 
reads: . "T}l~ .de'7il goeth !bouf 1i~e a roaring lion/' · and my 
seril1°,1l will ;be .divided ' into . thr~e pa7ts; narn~ly-.and then 
folloV:i~g J~~ ~9od old s:()tch cu~to~ ~:f ~ep;ating the s11h-
. sta~tive eac,~ ~jme ·· befote·the • pron?u~~ he contiriued~first, 
Wh? .th~ deyil li~>was; secondly,< Where the devil he :. was 
going; a~d · tbirdly/Wha~ ~h~ devil .~a. was roaring about 

F~llow~n~: t~.e ~j{ample /of this ancient ~f day~, T \\till 
'diyide ~Y, pap~; : itito thr~e parts. \\!~en . we .speak ; ~~. Bor­
den's Grant'' o~y,iouslyt~ere is impli~d a .~an by the n·ame 
of Borden. The roan referrecf to here was named Benjamin 
:Sorden; .·~e 'h~iled fJ;'~~.< •N"ey.r ·Jers:yt .. and . ~r~m this fa~ily 

· the city of Bord.entow.n probably'gets its name. So we will 
diScuss, first, Who~ :Ben Borden was; second, Where Ben 
Borden. '¥/as 'going, and third, What the 'd~ . Ben Borden 

was 1:'aril1g ab?utf . ..... . . .· ..• . . . -
~s . to'. ~tne ~~~; al~: t~at is noi,v ~own ·01 hini may b~ eom­

priseil i71 few \,Votds. ~s :rn~ntioned1 h~ was a nativ~ or at 
·least. ~'residen~ .' of Jer~~y; }le •. came to. Virgipia1 ~s some say, 
fi~st. ~s .··~ . a~~i:t ~o: ~~!'~ ' ~airfax. :Ele lll~~e !ll?re tha~ .one 
j~urn,ey to ~his state; ()r colony' as itthen vl~s; . he wa.s a ~an 
of. fa1llily; · an<} ~cquired~?esiderab.le. proper!~\ and 'he ll1ade 
a V\TiU ~eritioajng t?e ~~ple of his wife, . Zeruian, andJhose 
of his nine .· PP!l~~en/ ~~re . than ~~~.•. litt~e . is ~ovril · of him, 
but he w~s : und?iibtedly a mari of energy ~nd ability. 

As to' the second heading, · viz: Where· he was going~ , In 
the beginning of his known history he was in Williams- · 
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burg in the ~arly decad~sof ~h~ 18th century, where he be­
came acquainted witil John ~~'Vfis, who .. had by theri settled 
in the, Valley of Virginia. L~wJs invited hitri to visit his 
home in the Valley, and Borden acceptt:d. W}lile on a .. hunt­
ing excursion with Lewls ·and . his . sons, it is ·said they cap­
tured a buffalo .calf, whic~ ~ow~ clays latf;r :So17den took with 
him •.. to .. Willi~sburg, and presen,ted to Governor Go9~h. 
This ·story .. is discredited .by: some<his.torians, .but . must· have 
had its origin in facts . . This .:present was I:esponsible, so · it is 
~aid; . for Governor ·Gooch i11te,J;~sting hims~.lf in s~curing for 
Borden a size~ble .. tract of land .in. tp.e. V~lley~ ,, . . . 

Aud this grant oi land was the main thing which Bord.en 
was roQ.ring, or r'aring about~thisJittle matter of one hun­
dred thousand acl,"es of. ~agnifi~entterritory, ·. forming a large 
part of-at.tr present .county of Rockbridge. The c~sual way 
in · which · (iovemor Gooch haµ.ded out t.bip. g;ra,nt and cithers 
of .land he did not own~ and which as yet was pr_actically un­
explored, reminds .me of the-story of tl1¢ man whq was sen~ 

. tenced by the Judge to a tw~nty .. year p.rison term; and re­
.marked to the . sheriff as Jhe;r left. the. <:=qurt room: "He~s . dam 
liberaLwith ~ ofaer pe9ple~s time. ain't heP' 

Of course this is 'not fair to Governor Gooch, for he was 
acting in .the capacity or Crown repl'eser:itative,. ,and the 
Crowµ of England .daim~.d . Yi\St territory beyond this ·local­
ity. :Se~ides, though he signeclthe Grant, the right to .it-was 
awCU'd.ed Bord~l!l byth~ Coun(!il of.Colonial .yirginia, . in an 
order which reads in part .· as · follows: Benjamin Bordet,i · and 
William ~obertson i:JJ:. be~al~ of themselv~s and divefs .Mas­
ters .o.f _Famili~:;<inhabitan~s of .East Jersey setting forth ·.that 
they •are d~sirou.s to settle on the . West Side., of .. the great 
1llOUntain on Sb~rra.µdo :fotiver, and prayiri~ .a grant. o:f one 
hundred thousand acres .. ()f la?ld to be laid out for them in 
one ormor~ Surveys. be1;tiJlil;ing at or net;\r that .part of the 
great Mountains whieh . 1~; ~t,rsected by.· the South Branch 
of James River and running Southerly and Westerly to Com­
plete that .quantity. _It isOrd~i;ed that .the Petitioners have 
a. araiit for the aforesaid ~qua~tity of land at t'.9e place above 
described upon ,condition· that they settle one Family for 



each thousiindActes on the · said Larid ·within ~:No years from 
th~····d~te······~ef~?f···~I15·• ... provid~a .tbe .~run~·· ·· ·ao··· not in_terf~~e·· with 
the Grant made to John Tayloe and Thos. Lee; Esqrs., and 

Wm~ 13ev~~ly, (tenr\ ·.··· >> > . . .·.· ...•. ··· .. 
If..~ · . ~a.~ ~~ n?t~~ ·.· tro:p ~~J? f~r7goingJ ·the· . ex~ct lo:atitm 

of, t~ese .laI1~s w~s :~.ce_e.~ingly ~az~; .·. the .·Ordel' .•. of·.· _council 
mere!y . g~V(i;S .~ > ~~!llrV!hat .iI1de~.nite starting point...-" at or 
neart~e~ . ~?il1~ wh7~e the . 111~un~ai11 is . i~ters~cted by the 
South ~:~nch ~~ ~an;es ~~~~~, an.~_· ext~nding ·in southerly 
and westerly ~irecti?:nu · n~:riing no oth~rp~int . of loe~tion 
for . th~ . ye~! ~?o~ .r~ason. tnat ·~~. · otl1er . P?int · ~as ~nown, 

. t~e - ~~nds ne~er n~vi~g n~en. e~plore~ .• except perhaps ~ery 
casually by t:fari!lg ~dventtir~i-s· .. It was .not until the _ .. Grant 
had · been ·-· actually surveyefland laid off by· a competent sur~ 
veyo~,· · .fu'la •····;~~-···•''eo~n~~s''T~~ke~·····• .· • · ··. ·tnat ~frtne · ... various. ·.angz·es 
markf;d ~~at a~y 111o~e 'aecu~at: descripti~n .· ~ould ~e ~i~en. · 
It 'speaks _ "7el~ f~rthe knowledg~ and .. abH~ty o~ the_ surv~?or, 
Wh()_ Wi~l. _be ~res~n~ly.mentioned, ~liat ne WaS' ~ble· t~ run 
Un es .many :unes in ~he~x- .~otall<:ng~li; amt'· co;ne •··. ~c> close 
to the amount of lanc1 gra~t:~' for ~ \Vhen:tl1elin~s. rr~~ ~een 
established, and the acreag·e , computed~ it· was found· to . be 
92,100 acres: .· 

And.· th~s·· ·. bringsu~ -.•. back· .. ·.·· a~a~11 · .fo .··tne ···· .s:con~ . ·heading, 
where W°a~ Botde:n ~oin~rThe ?~der ?~ ~oun~U \Vas ~ated 
May 5, ~735, -~~~ J3orde~ soin~~P\V let tw~ ye~;s ~la~se· be .. 
:ore aJ:[Y s~t~I~r~ ~e~~ ~ctmtlly· ?nhi~ ·l!n~ .. ·:f!isgrant v;as 
aboutto Jai'se by r~ason qf th~ >time l~lnit as~ign~d . . se he 
went again to theCouneil, ·as ~ reeited iri the minutes of this 

~ody, a~···· fol1o\Vs: ····.·". ·· ..... . · . · .·•· •th~ petition of ··Benj~ . ..• :J:forcien• .and 
Win .. Robertso11 * * setting .J~rth .t~e UI1f?re~~<:m _j.\ccidents 
and.diffictdti.~s. ~~i~~ ·~ay: ·· .. ~r~;r~~t~d . ·t~e~r sea~i~g ·the ·. One 
Hundr:d :~<>~~ant:f ~cres of ~an~ grantedt!fe:n ;on the :west 
sid~ . of .·. t~~ 'Bl~w··Ritlg~. * ~ & ·p~~ying ~urther .•H~e ···. for Set-

. ··mng th~ · s~dd. . ~ract," etc . .And the ·Council . gave him an ex-
tension of time. . 

1Je··. ·t~~ri sTt · !bout···· vi~~:~~sly··· t~ .... ·oot.~in · .~ettlers1 .·.sen~ing 
a~ents ;o Eur?p~ to ad~ertis~ hiS pr?je~t In the sprin~ of 
the year 1737 ne·set out to investigate his domain; It is some• 
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wlu~t ;r~rp~r kf!qle; ~be.t ~V:~ 6~4 noyv:her~ . ~n,y ~~nt~qn pf his 
p~r~:n~r, ·-· ~!p •• : ,ij.qb~itifi,~P.· .We.\P~· .. ·o~~ ~µt;w~~~Jliat _he ·tnµst 
ei~he;c ~a{y~ . ~ied, 9~ ~~ve w;i,t~~f~:WP .. ~;;o~;ih~. _yen~u~~~ J3or­
del} w~s p~pp~ljl~ ~ag~;r . _to ~7~ ~i~ }~n<;, . but. }J.e ~.as . not a 
im1~ htin~~9~I?J?ed })y hi~J~~r~ce of just VV'~¢re it la:,, and 
how toJocate it · . 

~µtlf}1emJgetexpect ,t~ .. ~ake good hi~ ~1<\im he must 
~?ld · it, 'natura~~~· Cpn~~qµentl~ he to()~ the plul1€te. Fat~ or 
g~()dJuck •. w~s ·on h~~ side; bec~1t~e a~ ?~ .• ~?\lrney7d, a~a _· as 
nigpt · !'8:.~ · · ~bout t? o~ert~~e- h~~~ - ~e . ~a~I9~~u11ate . in ····com­
ing µpon _._ a · p~rty o~ J?i~µ.r~rs ~~i~g: 'w11:lpf~rthe l1i~ht. 
He~pp~~a~p~dt~:Tal'.l~ ~~e~l~~~~ t~ ~t~~7 ~~e night .at 
t~e~r, ~atjl_l:). -~~i~· J?art.()f the. ~tor~~~-· · ··~~~ ~~le b~ .. ?~: ?f t~ese 
pioneers, namely, ·Mfsi Mary Greenlee,> in hef ~~?us _ '*Dep .. 
osition'', made. late in he:r lifetime, which ~: is s(.)metimesre­
ferreflto ·.as>"The Co:rner.;.stone of.Rockbridge History/' She 
relates: 

"That she) With her husband, . James. Greenfoe1\ ~ettled ·· in 
~orderl's······-Qran~~ •··• ··· * That sh?rtl~. betoreher , se.~tlernent . on 
said Grant, she, together with her huspand; •her fatherEph-
rairrtMcDo\V~li~ ·then·. • ~ vef-y . • a.g~~f;man; a.~d her _.·br~ther .···John 
McEJpwell, were ·on their» way to. ~~yeri:r ~~or, :and were 
advanced as far as Lewis' Creek; intending to stop: on Shen-
. andoalFRiver, at that time never having heard of Borden's 
tract •. •* ··~·-• · .• That>a~out tq~thne .they \Ver~ s~tting up their 
camp itl th?, eveµin~) :Qenja~in ~oi-tlen, theoelder• came··. to 
their camp. ancl pioposed •-staying a1l ··11ight.Int.he course··· of 
convers~tiqn $ai~ :J.3orden. i11form.ed . tJ;le;rn. he. ll~d lQO;OOO 
acres,of -la11f,:lon-,. t,hewat&$ ,of•. Jam~s, River, oJ!xtheforks, ·.if 
he cotlild. ey~i: .. fii:td .it, ~d .produg~qtw<;> papers ;{note · . .. 
pro.b~l>l~ .+p~ hYQ (.lr<;i~;rs of .. (:!()~<:U. ~el}t~onerJ al:u:>ve,) and 
S(l~isfj~d. ~r,.~ .•cgmp~:ttY. 9f llis r!gJ:~s.~·; jfp~ PEf PP!lel}t'~ - b~otber, 
J9~µ. ,¥~~o~e~l; f~el). .. i:nip~~~<;l.;tq~. $~ifi . ~9rd~:P. <h~· would 
cq9dµc; fiiro . tp tht;<tprks 9fcJ ~lll~s ~jv~r foF _ 1000 acres of 
la~d, __ ilr)d ~hqwed : BC>l'4~tt P,is. -~~J;':v~~ing iµ~tr~~r;nt?, .. etc., 
apd Atl.~l~ jt 'Y~s .. <lgt;e~4 tll~t 'Sa,ic;l .~c~9~e!l ~hqqlfi .··con­
q:µ~t lJtp:i tpth~grant., ~dJ~pet})~~s,~~e~p.~ili:ldWA ·Ot the 
agre.em~nt · 'fll\~ ~heq .ll:{ac.t'e in wr1t41g~ ·· Th~y went thence 
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to· the home of John LeWis,·who was a relation of d~ponent's 
fath~r, • • ~rid there furth~~ V!l'itings. were ente~ed . into, and 

. it was !lgreed that 'they.slfould all settle in Borden's tract. 
That the stlid John _ McDowell was to have 1000 acres ~or 
conducting them there, ·. agr~eable to the . writings entered 
intot ~ndthat tl:le ~ettlers were to have. 109 acn~s for ev~ry 
cabin t~ey shop!~ butld.. * * ~_,When the. party _ca!rle as. they 
supposed -•iJ1tQ t~e . grant, iliey stopp~d iieai: . aspri$g. near 
where PB.vi~ SJ:eele now .. _ I~v:~s, · her brother and.. Bg.rd~n~ent 
down . the btancll: unt~~ t~ey w~re satisfied it. i.yas of the 
waters of James River..'' A "marker" erected .at Mt. Carmel 
Cl:lurch by the Higliway Departme11t reads: !'Near here the 
nrst settler~ of Rockbridge :county pitched. their first camp 
in the coU.nty; 1~37." 

Borden and :John McDowell went as far as the forks of 
South River and North Riveri "and having taken a course, 

returned .to camp." This evid~:ntiy was the starting point 
they· fixed upon~ Then Mrs •. Greenlee continu~s: "They then ·. 
W,ent to ·the place· called 1,ted House, where . her:: brother John . 
built a. (!a.bin;. ant;l .settled the:re0

• Dr . . Thurman has ·told us 
most entertainingly abput the building of this cabin, and 

· why it was call~d }led House. 
Het account .goes on to say: This was the first party of 

white p(?ople .that ever '.settled on said grant. The said · Bor­
den .remained/on .the.gtant •·from ·that time, ·as near ··as ·.· she 
can recollect,. for perhaps two· years or more;' obtaining set­
tlers, and s'he believes ·· ther~ were . more than a hundred 
settler~ before . he 1eft .them. 'He was in: · the · gtan:t the whole 
time after · fu:'st coming , until he left ·it ·before his · death~ 

· Just '.?'~~ we7e t~~s~ se7tie~s; that' 'is th~ n~mes of ~11 o~ 
th~ln' is .:1?'1> ~?w ayailable, .but t~e n~~s ~f 111:~ny have 
been preservect Richard °VV oons, ·Peter Wall~ce1 Josel'h !Japs• 
~ey,and ·.Joh~ Bowyer, ~ ~~clrhad a family, .and n~m;Iy .au. of 
them . were related J:>y ''blood kinship; and living~ to the im­
rne~iate ····v;e~t ··. and .· so~tho~···.·• L~xirt~ton;· ·. the A1~¥at;~ers and 
the McDowells~ Greenlees; Stuarts, to the north; Matthews, 
Archers, ·. Witleys, · Telfords; · to the southwest part of the 
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county; Hays, Walkers, toward the Beverly Manor . tract; 
while Youngs, Campbells, Longs. Crawfprds,. :Ifalls, Kerrs1 

and many other names still represented in ·Roc}).bridge might 
be mentioned. 

The Rockbridgf? Couniy News. qf Jan,uary 8, 1940, re­
prints an old petition, the very earliest do~ument recorded 
in Rockbrjdg~ history, ~hic}:i . gives names of many of these 
settlers~ these earliest pione~rs. 

Scanning the court records .of the early day-which at 
. this late day are practically all the r~cords tp;:it have been 
pre~eryed-we learn som~thing of the ch~acter an~ the 
propensi~ies of · .these pioneers, something of · the fibre of 
which they were composed. On the ·whole they were a God­
fearing .. people, . they _tried to live right, and .·• fo keep their 

· feJlowµien in th.e . stniig~~ and ~ar.row. \vay. ~hey . v;ere . a 
s~~rn rac~, hat~y in b9qy, keen-in mind, an~' they undoubt­
edly enc{~avored . ~(, live up to th~moral code. As to the way 
they brought up their: , children, .a . little ' Ji:tlgle has been 
penned which has probably more than a modicum of truth: 

"They raised the~ JOU~h, they · raised . thel'fl well­
When their_ ~eet · were ·. set in the, paths of hell, · 
·They Pi+t .i11iheil; .pea.rts .. -tb~fecir . of .. God, 
And t,anneq th.eir . h!d~~ with a !?tiff r~~r()d!,, 

. They ha~ s~ric~ laws, a.Pg. they etifo~c~d o'be4i~;nce tc»the 
law. Nµmer9usjudg:qients .. of .the .. courts ar<; recorded, for 
exal'.Ilpl~: Samu~J :Hulls p~esentE;!d f9r breach gftlie Sabbath 
. by si:riging · prophap.e, $Ongs~ .Called. court qn· Elizabeth . Szµith 
for st~aling~39 lashes .. T}:ie . l{il'lg vs. Geqrge. Lewi~ for: griv~ 
ing llis 'wagon on th~ · Sabbath, . Edw~d Mcgarry, on stis~ 
piciou of felol':ly, to sta11d in th~ , pilloI'y. Tom, ~ slave of 

- Rob~rt :aratton, (this w~~ in 17()8). house-pr,eaking ~nd 
hors~-stealing, . Conyicted, . ~9 -lashes ·. an4 bis •ear cropped. 
Slave :Hampton, }louse-}?reajdng and· larc.eny, convict_ed and 
sent~nced to be ha,l,}.g;e~t op, the 30th in&t. 'rhe death penalty 
for ~tealing, mind. you! · · 

Nor . did they · ~pare a man -because o:f -his prominence, 
as witness; John B.owyer~p~esumably the . president of the 
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justfoe's court~disturbed the court by playing at Hfivesj); 
fined five shillings. A note is made in 1766: Sheriff is ·ordered 
to repair the pillory, and underpin the . stocks, These were 
kept ready for use. 

Danger :from lurking Indians was no ·baseless threat. It 
i~ . said . that'. soi;ne ye<1rs· ago a co~ple of ho~s · were talking 
togetner, ·one being a . McNutt, and the other a descendant 
of .. Ma:~ Moore. The •. ~c:t'Juft . lad .said:. One of . my··. relatives 
w~s· tappe~ onthe shoulder by the King's sword, and . he . was 
made a kn:ight~Sir Alexander McNutt The other boy 
thought a .!llihute,• .. then said: w~n, my g~eat~grandfather, 
Jam es Moore; w~s tapped on the head by an Indian chief, 
and that mad~ an ang'e l of hint. 

Besidesthe menace ?f .Indians, a .constant fear, ·thE!Y were 
be~et bY: ~11 abundance of Vl"ild beasts-wolves_ and panthers 
. probably· bei11g the wo:rst.Bou.nties. v.rert; -paid . f?~ the . heads 
of tJ:i~se ~rtat.urest in or~er}o extermin,te th~m . as far . as 

. possible1 ~nd~ ~oV~fi1ber,' 1751, the .authorities paid for 225 
wolves killecl.ill the county. ' . . . 

The apprais~pici1.t . ()f estates of. deceas~d persons, that is 
a list of the dece:d.ent's property with valuation 'of each item, 
occupies :rna!,lr page,~ ?f th.e reco~ds.. On tHe whole. this is 
rather d~y reading, yetit1contemplating wha,t theyhad one 
can in a. meatmr~ e~timate what they . acco1np1ished. Many 
~f th~ 1~1plem~nfa 1:iStedare ·wholly u11knmvn· to ·most peo­
ple of -u1e ·pre~ent .. ·day1 for .. examp!e~ .· "hackl~,,, ''scutching-
knife0, '.'frow'\ · "~b~-i~on'\ . ''do~gli~chi~t''; ··•···· etc. In : the ap­

. praisement . of. the .• estate ·of M!s~ .M~ry . Gr.:enlee ·we n'ote: 
14 sheets and . 3 . quilt~, .$25~ ':(1hese sheets \\'ere' undoubtedly 
hand:w~ven of . limm, r~~se(i '.on her· own farm, the flax . uret­
ted, .. scutched,a.n~ hac~~ed,u then spun and . woven btneath 
hero~ro.o:,. an~ .~r~bably by her own h~nd. Also what is 
somewhat 'Unusual: 6 silver teaspoon~ a11d sugar tongs, $5.00. 
Her estat~that is her personal property; ·· totalled $2970.00 
-not an inconsiderable estate for that day; One noteworthy 
fact is that while domestic fowls as · chickens, ducks; or · tur­
keys are never listed, they must have had such;_yet geese 
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are often included in these lists. This undou~tec1~y . was be­
caused g~ese furnished feathers for their Jeatherbeds, which 
were amoQ.gst ... their, m,ost prized . possessions~ But. why. this 
invidious distinction? · 

The matter of · religious worship occupied a large place 
in the ; community · life. The . next thing aft~r . getting them­
selves established, and a roof over. ih~ir hea.ds, was provid­
ing a place ,Of worship. So it was .· that some . of the churches 
in our midst today date back in.toJhat period . . On May 20, 
1748 is recorded: ''On motion.of M~tthev.y Lyle it v;'as orgered 
certified ·. that . they had . ,bunt ·. ~ .. · ?I"~sbyt~rian. meeting .. house 
at a place known as. Timber ~idge; anoth~r at New · Provi• 
dence; and another at Falling Spring". A little later this 
record: On. motion ·.of · Richard Wood,.s~ on · behalf of himself 
and others, ord~red that a, Presbyterian m~eting-house in 
Forks o] ,James- River in this county; be .and lwreby iS re­
corded as a place of public worship> . Monmouth or fl.all's 
meeting-house. 

Reading of the courageous and consecrat~d me:n, who 
served these .churches and Qther pioneer chµrches, who 
:made wearisome ·• journeys> and braved. the . dangers" .. of .· the 
wilderness to bring the word of , God to their . people, one 
can only wonde17 if .the ·sense .of duty . faithfully performed 
was not nearly au the compensation .received by .them. It 
is safe to · say that they cer.tainly were 110:t in.the same, cate ... 
gory ·· as a certain preacher.· of m9re. recent .. date, as .implied 
in this story. Three · small boys.were discus~ing finance; one 
said; My father can sit down and write a short piece, and 
get five doll~rs for it; the second spok.e up: My father can 
go to .·the rae~s and come back with ·a .,hundred. dollars~ The 
third could hardly wait to exclaim: Shucks! that ain't 
nothin'; my father C<:ln get up in the pulpit, and preach a 
sermon, and·,' it takes six :men· to carry the money to him! 

· Another 'thing . of ·commUiiity .. . impprtance .. were mills. 
They began ,to raise grain at ~nce-it.l fact !v.Irs. GreenlJ;!e 
mentions that her ·brother James McDowell had,· raised . a 
crop of corn in J3everly >Manor the year b~fore . they all set-

. tled on Borden's l~nds. ·A mill is .. a prime necessity for .con-
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verting grain into · flour or meal, and they were built early-. 
The first . was probably Hay,s mill in the northern portion 
of the coun:ty t . and' perhaps the second one built was that of 
J a.mes Young, on Whistle Creek, a couple 1of miles from 
Lelrihgtoh. · TJi'.e dmn .· built on . Vlhistle Creek for . this mill . is 
yet . inexistenc.~, in ' f~ct in . ~x~ellent. state of preservation; 
the site .of t~e ·mill itself .is evidenced by two very sturdily­
built piliars,which supported one side of·the ·structure. Two 
or ·tn.ree .members ·of ·this ·· society recently visited ··· this spot, 
and photograph~ . were made · by one · of these gentlemen. 

Perhaps the statement that Borden had gotten his grant 
prior to all 'this: is misleading; for he only as yet had . the 
promise of the lands~ As ··amatter of fact his actual ·· instru­
rnent of writing bearing the signature of Governor Gooch 
has' as 'its date the sixth day of November, one thousand 
seven hundred 'and thitty..;nin~that is more than- two years 
after t,icDowell had made the survey~ 

It would be far . too tedious to enumerate the many "metes 
. and bbunds'' ·of the Grant in this paper. Sufficient to say.that 
four (4) of the ''corners" are known and can he inspected 
by those who '~care to do so.Correspondence with a gentle­
man o:f Augtista county in rather recent times, 'R man whom 
Ihayf; ·not yet met in perscm, tells me that he has located 
and ,Identified some of the "corners" not very . far from his 
liome;this gentleman is Mr. WalterKerr1of Route 3, Staun~ 
ton.-He' writes interestingly, and portionsof his letter being 
pertinent to ou:r subject will be given. He s£tys: 

''The first 'squatters' had nothing to show for their hold­
ings e?<cept ·the blazed trees as lines oftheir so-called 'toma­
hawk rights', till >Benjamin Borden · laid off the polygonal 
"tract of 62 corners, beginning here at the 33d corner of Bev­
erly's 'Manor\ and they both received -their Patents from 
King George II· of England. Then both Beverly and ·. Borden 
could' give the new settlers titles from the • King-~s Grant, 
which were betier ·than. their blazed··enclosures of the ·first 
clearings ·merely. 0Bq1; the .· McDowells; . the Paxtons1 the 
Alexanders, the· Grlgsbys, . the Greenlees, et als. of Bordens 
. tract of 92,lOO acres, ·(and the King offered . him more, · for 
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he visited ~(]eorge n, in pe,:rspn) ,. and th~ Kerr$, Lewises) 
Pickenses, Bells; ·Crawfords" . M~Cues, et a~s., . of J3ever1y's 
tract ·o:f 118;491 acres,thr9u.gh. Lieµt.-Goyernpr yYm .. Gooch, 
after the surveys of 17~~ and 1739, {!net ti)? King's patent 
to Beverly and Borden,-·:-"."'.all felt that . their. hgldipgs w~re 
more secure, ·.and ··.becp~ing · matters of. record,· espec~ally 
after . the first cou,rt of 1745, at . ''Beverly's Mill ](lqce'', now 
Staunton. These were almo~t pUrf;!ly Scqtph arid so-called 
Scot<:!h'.Cirishr ·a.nd .· we.re not . yet . mixed with the Germans 
of the lower :Valley. . . 

ii.Borden,, I3everly, John Lewis1 and S~llings, all . came 
together down at . Lewis's ''BeUefolit'' hon,1e1 (1:iow near 
Staunton), pr91Jably. in 1736, an<;l much planni;ng . was . done, 
we . can imagin~. Anyway, it seemis . th::it -thes¢ pipn,e~rs . were 
perfectly agreeable. ':fhis meeting wal:! after. Salling's Indian 
experience . of some y~ars~ . and sot+le. tiroe · aft~r ~ewis . slew 
the. Irish lord .an~ escl).ped to Am~rfoat'~ · 

And M;r. Kerr gpes .. on to say: /'I have blufF"'."prwts qf both 
th~ Beverly ap.d th~ Borden tra~ts, Which l1ave f9µr sides 
or ~ours~s in cor.q'pJ:l'· Lal!1 el"lclostn~ a .. roµgh draft of them, 
but know.they are.fa•iliar to.yoµ."~t~r !lt>pfl~n le*t . tl1~.set~ 
tlementi in 17?9, a,s ~hove ~tated, it w9uld; s~e1t?- ~ha.t he 
nevftr . came ·ba.ckL .• for . h~s d~ath ocguried•· ile>t . m~tiY .. y~ats 
later, .that isin1743; But. a .. nev;: . charact~r ~ppeared . upop. 
this . st.age . inJhe J;?'leB:9tim~1 th.is being a son pf · J?ep; J?orden, 
who . bore . his father's nall)~, an~· was knqwn ~s> Ben Borden 
the younger . .He c.arne to Ja~e charge qt his .father's busi­
,neqs, 'assigning la:nds to newly a;-riyed settlers, and maldng 
titles. He; of course,ca:m,e to know the McDqwe~ls, and_while 
here· .lived .in J,oh11 .McDowell's family. Bµ,the ·· had .gone 
back to his· father's home in· New Jersey. before the occ.ur:­
renc.e . of a . tragedy wh!ch threw .. a <;J,~ep gloom over the 
entire settlement. 

This sad happ~ni;ng< took place in December', 1742, and 
came abqµ,t in this way: A cer+ain party o~J:ndia:nf? from th,e 
North, of . th~ .. Iroquqi~ trib~, c~me Jhrough the · settlement, 
and . som~ • of <yhem ·qeg~n marcit;Jding, killing animaJs which 
were th~ property . of the whites, and m~king themselves 
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qbje:tionable. John McDow~ll had beeh appointed by the 
(;overnor a captain of militia in response to the before­
menti()~ed petitfon, · so it ·. develbped upon ·him to call out 
the militia1 :whic~ he pr~mptly did, to ''escort" the red men 
beyond the bounds olthis settlement. Dr. Thurma.ni in his 
papef at.our' o~her meeting, . has told what happened; a 
pitched _battle ensued at or near Balcony Falls, and Mc­
Dowell witffseveralq~ his · menlost their lives. 

After the death of/McDowell, and that of Borden, senior, 
which was riot many. months later, the younger Borden 
returned to the •. settlement, being now more than ever in­
terested in t~e Grant. Under ~he English law of pr_imogeni­
ture he fell heir to a1f real estate, to the exclusion . of his 
brothers J ofm . and Joseph~ tmd their several sisters. In the 
c~urt r~cords .· of that . ~aythe' 'first-born son · is always desig­
nated as "eldest son and heir-at-law" of so .. and-so. ·As ex­
pressed in, the. deposition, he w~s · ''fUll · empowered· under 
his fathe~'s will to complete titles, , and to sell land". In the 
course bf . time 'he courted and married the widow of Mc~ 
. D~well. Mrs:: Gtee!tlee has a restrainecl'-but slightly caustic 

· commet1ttoma]reon this; .s?:says: YourigBenBorden came 
into ·the grant before her bro~her Joh11's: death. '~She recol­
lects ·this .from .hisbeing· in ·ordinary ;;plight, · and· such ·· that 
he ·did .not ~e~inrrmch respe?te~ . by h'er brother's wife, and 
\vhen ·· she ·(that is· Magdalena Woods -McDowell) afterward 
mai:tied hilti sh~ could ·not ··. but reflect Upon the dreum~ 
stances~'' And.· ~he ~oes on ·. to< s~:y that young· Borden "con~ 
tinued fo live at the . same place ··. where her brother ·. settled 
as aforesaid until his death"~ By this she refers to the death 
or Ben Borden, junior, as he contracted smallpox arid died 
in1753. · · · 

After the· death of the younger Borden, · another char­
acter appears upon our stage, a man. wha··was destined to 
play an .important · part iJ1 the affairs of that . early day. 
This ~ras John Bowyer, who ·later became General John 
Bowyer. Of his ~irth ·and boyhood. a~parentlyJittle has been 
recor~ed. IIe appe~rs •· fil;s: br this section ~ome _time in. the 
1750's, possibly not long after the death of Borden, junior. 
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Hecame •·as ·a teacher, .thoughhow lqng he t~ugbt and just 
where ·his> school was.; located .. is not dear. 

After the lapse of some time he be~~me the third hus.,. 
band of Magdalena Woods. ·· who had been the Widow Mc­
DowellJ an.'d then>the Widow Sorden, her .new husband ·. be­
ing som:.:'Wh(lt younger ·than herself~ E:e took charge of her 
rather e:xtensi:ve ··interests, and .apparentlynumaged .. them 
to her satisfaction. In that remote d~y .accoµnts . and records 
were notaccurately kept; .· and busiJ:1eS~ ·seems ··· to . have been 
done ·in·rnoreor .less haphazardfashipn, . that. is ···as regards 
real estate · ownership'. •Mrs. Greenlee., in. be.jng inte~rogated 
when giving her .deposition..,.-she . being ·ninety .. five years 
old at the time;;;;.,.;,. was asked this question: ·· ' 'Did not ·· many 
persons, in the' Ufethne of ·.• the ··· older> Borden, s~t~le Jn the 
6ran!r underthe expectationof getting land at.•. theusual 
price, · and without ·first ·contracting with Bo~dell.?"·· 'ro ···which 
her reply was: "l think.m~my settled before they . had op· 
portunity · of seeing Borden/* And. an9th(=!r< questio:p. .·· was 
askedher: ·"Doyou n9t })elieve <thenrs~ deed.s iwer~· ·. made 
for the cabjn rights ?n To wl1ich she tepli~cVthis wa~ perhaps 
true: . n .· was understood. that building a f;a}jiti would entitle 
any I>ioneer ··.··to · claim qne hundred i f1Cres $urrounding it. 
The inexactness · of doing .· business in this ··· way gave · rise .·· to 
endlesslawsuits; suits .were ~led an9 cr9~s-suits wer¢ filed, 
and they occupied the docket~ of the courts for almost a 
full century, one generation taking up l-\ihere the previous 
one left .off,<and·witnesses having died, andgocuments ··· lost 
or destroyed, gave.·dse · to ·.such amaze of . un:certaiiity . that 
finally the judge in the cas~ ordered it swept from the 
docket. <The records i n · -"The.·· Celeln."ated Borden .. Case'' . fills 
two large folfo .<volumes in the record office .· in Stati.nton. 

General.Bow-yer occupied positions of trust and responsi .. 
bHity ·· in .· Augu~ta county~ later .··.· in ·. Botetoµrt ··.· county, .· · and 
finally in Rockbridge county; without hav$µg, 1no.ved his 
home. from· one ·· location . .< H~lmilt and ... Jived tin the place 
which is alan~markin this $ection, known as '~Thorn Hill,,, 
and his t()nib . is in the ~exington cemete~! • 

. The ·· history of Borden's Gr~nt .· is that "'of a large section 
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of Rockbridge county, for it was co-extensive with the en­
tire northeastern portion; and the people who ma(J;e its his• 
tory are . amongst ·· the best; ·· the .progenitors ··· of .. people of 
prominence not only in this state1 but in mar;y other .Jar 
distan:t ··· ldcalities. The ma.ze ·.·of r~latfonshi.p ·· between the 
Woods ,aridthe>Wallaces,the McDewells;the Greenlees; the 
Grigshys, and many others would :require the skill of the 
best genealogists to .. trace ·. and unravet 

. Ohe ;of the>hardships the young and marriageab1y in­
clined generation }:lad . to encounter, was the difficulty . fa 
getting the 'matrimonialknbt tied. The English laws about 
church. matters were nothing less than onerous ml the Val~· 
ley people. For a long ~ time there: was no Church of Eng­
land clergyman in this section, and the stringent mandates 
of the · Crown would not permit the Presbyterian ministers, 
even when there was in tlie settlement such a minister, to 
perform -the marriage ceremony. Mrs,. Sampson. in her 
.sprightly book, "Kith and Kin~\ gives an entertaining ac­
count of four ;young couples, all. eight of them. more or less 
blood kin to .the others_, cousins.· in some degree, .·· making 
the trip to Orange Courthouse to get the nuptial knot · tied. 
This was · what they had .. to do, go ·.· all the . way .. across the 
mountains to the .county seat, for until 1745 this was a part 
of Orange · county, after that . yeax if was Augusta county. 

OJJe of the earliest Presbyterian divines who was in. this 
section) . as mentioned in WaddeU's "Annals ,of Augusta 
County>':..._thorigh he did. not · .. become· a .. resident, was Rev. 
Hugh McAden,: who was . visiting in the home of Joseph 
Lapsley; I believe, the day on ~which Braddockts Defeat oc­
curred, or when tidings ·ofthis disaster came ·to this region; 
h:e mentions it hi his"diary" which is still extant~ and speaks 
of the terror aroused by . this news in the . minds of the . set­
tlers, for they thought the . Indians would probably exter­
minate them. This was in the summer of 1755. 

The temptation ~o go into the . family history of these 
eariy ·settlersis greatj butlmust desist, .· for/though highly 
interesting as . was all that ,concerned them, their ways and 
means.of making their homes and extracting a living ·in the 
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wildemessJ th~.ir church life, . their community affairs, their 
mills, their forts against the Indians, the network of inter-
marriage ~nd blo?~ relat~()nfh~~all ··•· tpis 1{lQuld . lead me 
in~o · ...• ~. ,, ~µ.~l~~~ r.7ci~a_l, ~nd . l .. 'Pust f()rb~~, . ~!"1d , defer to 
sol'Ile tatt;r fla~~ .• f-19~09r;~§ , 9f th,e "N~J,1li~hts'' ,()~Jhe hardy · 
and daring Scotch·Irish who began the developnient of this 
magnificent region in which we are privileged to live a~ 
this day ag.d time~ 

And new J wiil.,.;;.;.fn the language of Jegal 'writg..;,-ceas~ 
and• d~sist/lestyou <begin ·to thi~:l ,am the exemplification 
of the school•boy~s definition< of ~ . circl~, which he describes 
as a line which meets jts other end without ending. · 



WAR ··AND WORK 

The third qµartedy meeting of the Society was helclon 
Aptl~ 22, liH~t in. t}le St.udent pnion building. 0-11 t~is .. ·occasion 
thefollowi~g . ~aj,)~rp~: War and :Wor-k; .or. S~de:Llg?ts . on Le~ 
and Jackson, was readby Col. William Couper, of tfie V. M. !. 

When Captain Letcher relayed the ·message to me re­
questing that.Lspeak.toyouthis evening ·· I . agreed, but . told 
himto .. say.thati a.s every'body around .·here .knew .about the 
foundation . of. v~ M. · 1.1 1 would use. the subject . '~War and 
Work_'f-Almost ·• everybody who ever .•.. lived 111 .. Lexington.can 
be woven into a story having that title, but in this case, as 
in the case of most addresses, the title may be likened to 
"the flowers_ that bloom in the Spring, tra-la." 

As time marches on, incidents which once were well 
known in localities become · legends unless someone takes 
the trouble . ~o preserve and make available the contempo­
rary written: record. I shall assume that the pr~servation 
and dissemination of such incidents is one of the objectives 
of this group. The. bare statements that such and such hap­
pened may appeal to older ,citizens, but if we can .inject . an 
element of search beyond the written record perhaps . with 
the aim of ascertaining why some of the little · known or 
well known events happened we may be able to broaden 
the · field of interest. Later I shall mention such an incident. 

With the passage of time, changes take place in the 
people of . a community and in the things builded by them, 
but changes in the vegetation and climate at any given 
season remain substantially the same. And so recalling 
what things look like today 1 we have a fair picture of the 
countryside on April 22; l86L On that day about one hun­
dred eighty young men had traveled by train :from Staun­
ton to Richmond and at just about this time in the evening, 
exactly seventy-nine years ago, they detrained and under 
their temporary commander, Major Thomas J. Jackson, 
they proceeded to a camp where volunteers ·for service in 
the military forces of Virginia were being assembled. No-
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tice, they .were Vi.rginia, .troops, but later troops .. ~rom all 
the soutMrn states gathered there .and they also were drilled 
by >the cadets Wh.o det.rained at about this<hOtlr of the night. 
Just afev1l }lours befor~ • this; the· commander .of the Virginia 
forces1 . . General · ·. Robert · El ~ee. had arrived in Richmond. 
We shall refer .to him a~am, and the place tp which the 
cficlets ·. ma~ehed had a ·. few ·· daysbef?re been named Camp 
Lee, in· honor. of General Henry Lee; the father of the ·new 
com111.f.t11der, and· he to() we shall s~eak of later. 

:ijer7' ir,i .. a few \Vords we have int,roduced the two great 
Il1llitary· chief~ains ·:vvno lived in Lexington .. It was a strange 
turn of .fortune tpat . caused ~ajor JE1ckson to co:mmand· the 
V. M. ~· cad.eta when they fofttheir academic work and went 
fortf! . to ~ar-~urelr ·he h.ad never coll1manded the corps 
befol"e, nor did ]le cont~ue in command after reaching. Rich­
mopd. 'tJlere Major <lilham> the commandant; wh~ had. gone 
~orVfadl .' jt1st {)ne. ·day . before. and .· who. had ' charge of the 
camp ?-f. ~:istructfon, resumed his . accust(}med command and 
· w1::teri otJier ·dutle~ · 'prevented, Major ····Colston ·succeeded 
~im •. JnJ(~cUy one week later ·M;aJor Jackson, . wh~ had been 
ptQ:(tl.(}t~~ }o · the r~nk of c~lonel, . was aniving at Harper's 

· Ferry where J1e . began · t}l~ amazing ·. operations which ter· 
mi:ti(lted Cit .his death almost ·exactly two. years later. 
· .. · 111~t .Grn~r~( .fackso11 Wa!) a citizen· of Lexington was 
du~ ~o ,E).J?i;of~s~o~··at . Wa'.$hington college. Paradoxically this 
pr9fessor ·. ~ad. b~~l1 brou~ht il1 because of the severance of 
~n ., agree~e~t' t1~<:It:r v.rhich ·some 'members .···· of the .·. two 
st11dent bodies ~ursued studies. at .both institutions. The So~ 
dety of tl}t:! . cm~imlati had :predicaiea a<dol'lation of funds 
to the .collf!g; gti ·a · reqtiiremen~ . that, · among. other things, 
the students be · given .·a · ·course in military science. ·· When 

. tb~ a~ree~en~ with the I!ls~itut.e was fin~l~ termil'lated in 
1~~7, '~t ~a~ n.e~essarr to employ someone who could teach, 
anioqg > 9t}ler ~}iin~s, ~}le ~e~1lir~d subject, · ~ntl in 'that way 
·~aj?r ])av.id H. ~1ll becartle· a . member of t}le college faculty. 
!it,li111 .. a · year, · when the . faculty .. of the Institute. was being 
efiiargeq, . it ~as :Maj?r . :EfiP, ~ho ·first · su!(gested . and who 
actively ·advocated the appointment, of his friend, ·Major 
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Jackson .. There was no kinship between the t~o £riends . at 
the time; but soon the relationships between the two insti• . 
tutions, which wete straintad atthat time, began to interwine. 
Withirf three years Jackso~ was Jiving in the home of the 
president of the college (he marriec:l President J unkints 
daughter) . · Later, -. at . his second marriage, he beca.1ne. the 
brother-in .. lawof Major .Hill •. ·Then. he. moved to . the· ~ol.l~e, 
whfoh is now a part of Jac:}tson Memorial Hospital_,.;the 
same house in which h~ b;t"other .. fn-law, Major J. T. L. Pres­
ton; was born;· the. same .. ho:use. to which . Major Jackson · ·ac­
quired his title . by a. deed filed · on a .. metnora~le date J,an­
uary nineteenth (1859) . . That probably would. not be · done 
today, as January .. 19, General Lee's bfrthday, .. is a legal 
holiday. Nor. should we stop there with our relationships,_ 
Major Preston was a graduate of Wa_shington collegef ;he 
had been the principal advocate of conve~Un~ ~he ~Id ~ex-
jngton Arsenal into a ~litary . college; pe had tn~r.ied <lll­
other daughter otPresident Junkin,. and; i':l the h?use. from 
which . h~ took his brid~,and in .which Major · Ja~kson had 
lived, G~nera~ ;Le~ lived wheIJ. h~ became . a r~si<;Ie:rit of Lex­
ington. But enough, of. this .· loc~l 'rn~ze. \V~iqh · has ~ad; to do 
with. residents who worked here .and . leaders wen· known in 
the annals of war. Let us go afield for a time. · 

·. A:fewrnonths ago--it .w.as on (!hristmas Day-I s~ood · in 
the SnQW> before ~ large sigl'l Which tells th~. V{prld .that the 
town· beyond is Kearrief t :rf eoraslq1. Jn ~he . mi.dd~e of the 
sign was inscrf~ed '~1,~33 miles:~-one. arrow pointedeast to 
Boston and.the other .west . to San Franc.isco~ I~ claimecl to 
be exactly halfway. betwee:n the two seElports, and ~ few 
feet away was a granite . marker, W.hich revea~ed ~hat this 
was a point on the, Old Oregon Tr~il. What has that to. do 
with · a meeting like this? · 

Well, .. thema;rker .was er~ct~d by a .society wttich does 
~ome .of the ' things we hope tu .. do; . and .· atter a. few tl,'linutes 
1 shall relate an incic.Ient,. wh!c;l1 .probably merikth~ .erec­
tion of a . marker near, here, which ~his society' in. conjunc .. 
tion .with .. ot~ers, ..... iµight: feel tliat .. it . is .. p;-oper to e~do:rse 
The marker in Nebraska Was placed in 1910 by the n: A. R., 
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and .was ·the first of ,µ-icµiy .such - r;np,nume11tsw~i~h .npw pr.e· 
ser~e ·:the . path.;'b~-"Wbi~h Jb~ §S~,~~~s. i ~~~t. <)y~flarid~ .. Tl.le 

· :i:~!i'~~~~~~'i:m~~LS · 
wa~;· L~ter, .:a:·· 11~ph~~· ; aene~ill'J?hµ:· ·;.~l~r~x . ~e7veclg~1-

. · lantly.·'·il?. ,~~~ ; fed~ral J\rmy jtl~ t~e<~Y~+:· l}etw,~~l"(th~ 9tat.~s. 
· Duri}l~ ' this :latter ._ s~i;yice. it · -.~~- .: ~i·~ , :txii~o~t~1.l~ ~P. oe 'in 
comniand · of ··soll)e ,·Ft<pder~l , U;99p~ 'f P.~ .;(;;~p~~xor~<(t9 .• S,top 

· · tne. · C(lrifed~rate& ··.wh~n ,~hey . s~¢1*t .~ol:l. tp~~qs , Y{ashing .. 
· ton; :ioll?~ing; ··the , )B~tUe 9~: rS.e~~\l;\~ M°~n~~~~~"., At a pl~ce 

.e~uecko~- .1Iu1~. ·011 •. 0J;J.~~~~y,· .. ~~---·~· :g:~~~se·:.9~ .. i~t~, · . t~$tqn~~~11'' 
· Jaeitsop/s-.m~n :stNept;Jtw~)r, ,,tJ:l.e•·F~4~tai~ . ~nci Q~~~~.~1. ~ear~y 

\\fi!S· ·ldlled~·· T4«a ·l?-e~~ ;~'Yr-µl.ld~r ,.a,. fl~g :~~~~r~~~, .~ ,})qdy_ · _·'!as 
sent -b~·"'G~ner~l ~ Lee '. t~JtOU,IP'~~:tb.~ ~~~~tAtJ~~$r. a~ •.. he. :felt 

· i~~~!!=E!S~S~ID~0~~ 
Ge.~eral ~ee ~-~~'.. ~tij~s~ _ .-.. ~_ticl~s- ~~pr~l~e~t-·:. )?ifl:4 :Jpr ~.them 

. · him~eU· .. andctlieil for¥!a~ded th~ro -,~rti~gJJ . tb'.~ .. ~l:ie.#ly}ines 
to the ~id·ow. ::. ·... . . . . ... _... · .. ·. · .. _.···. . . . .-... . . . ..• · 

.w~!;tio~:~:~:t·D:~#~~~~;~~Jh: 
. elii;v-a,lt:o~s · (g~ntlem~q . apd thfl~ . ;~YI?~ . pf gen~~9~i~y: . ·.called 

~~st~~'~:J~~it: 
. c~rnil}g 1(>. .t}l~ rll~~~ iQf. itJ)e .,atn.e,« .. ye$. ~t;{ : that~s\vhat' peo-
ple are gradµally)e~rning' these men stood for.· . . . . 

-~ > • 
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Thismate.H?f •·· VJ'as ca:e~i:u:v . edited ·~nd . the &st .•. ehap~er 
tells ·. us\"l]:P\V J?~e' ~~e~~m~· a Colle~e P~e~ident~ ,~ . T~e secon.d 
is h~ad~ ·. ''}V~X .9~n~~~t ~ee · .Acc:p~ed+:the 'Presiden~y .of 
Wa~w~glt;>1l :c:;oII,~~r( ~ .. ori~f the·· ··~own\. appears to . ll~Ve 
b~en b~~~d on . , ··~tateJ;len~ ~r . Gener~ ~~e~s :daughter~· Miss 
MaJ."y .. 'Lee~: .... t,o . ~~~ · ~{f~a· ~naf ·"\V.~ue .. ·tne .Southetn·. pe()ple 
were re~~~ ·. an~ ·~iili~if t,<r gi've. ~er . father ; everythinif ~ tf!at 
he inig}l~ . 11eeg~ ~o 'olJ~r had .ever b~en ma~e him by· whi~h 
be ~()uld ·.~a:r~ .:~f Iivin~·. ·f~r· Rimself · ~n~ \family~,~ ~his ·· . name 
·'Vas 'ib:e!l. plac~.d ~~ .n9mina~io~ :at the· meeting of the ·. Col­
ieg,~ .· trus,t¢es·. ·'ofr/ ~~-~st' 4,· • 1865~ .• a~d<.~e was µnan:.imously 
~l~ctea7 .. ~~·· J';*lit' is 'r~~o.r~e~by Geineral Lee's •son,. Cap• 
tairi !t?~e~f : :~. ~~~~ · ~1:1~. :~:ef~~ed, hi~ rema~ks ·by.· saying_ 
th~t his f~~n~t ',"~~~ ~ea~y<~een ?ff,ered· the .. vice-.ch~ricel­
lo~ship ;gff~~' 'Pi;ri'if!rsity ' <>fi'tli~ ' ~oht~/ at_· Sewanee,'. Tenn., 
but' ·a~.cil~!i.~4>~( :op. · th! ~round' t~a.t ·it was.;- denomiriation;al, 

· ~nd to, .~6h}~ ,,~~gg~sti()n.s .... th~t 'll7; should .conneet. biimself 
wlt~}lle ·:ypiv~~~tY' o~.·' Vfr~~~i~~,, h~ ... oojected';beeause •. it·.·was 
'1 : S~a~~ in~tttnt~o~.': i'.ln . ~.i~ l~tter · r~p~yi~~ . · to his . etecti'on 
noti~e~ · General ·Lee" ghres· no :" teason<f-0r· his "aCcept~hCe:--
~a~her · .. ·~~. · 11~ . J>~~t .9\lt S()n'l7 .~easo~s why. it ·. might ::not be 
pr~~e!lf f~J: .... tlie" trust~.~s ·· ~~- '~hereto 'their' action.' ;Ho~ever, 
. in. an .. ~~dl'~stf ~~~iv~re~ : by ~is~op ::\¥~lmer of ~ Louisiana; af- . 
. ter . General ··Eiee's dea•th, :he ·.·stated' 'that ··disregar<ling~ Jhe 
. S,Jz~ ,.~~·~···· t~e then . so~diti()p o~ .'o/~shingtonYQoHeg~~, .~~his 
: ·*11#.d ;t~w~te~;. a~~tve' ·~~t;~\\e·~~t~I?* ~!8tiri~tions; -tli~t;;}in .. his 
jµ9~eJ1i-~th~" ~.ati$e··Jat:e'i,?.i~riity. · ·t?· ;)be:·~~ti~utiott, ·· a!ld ;not 
~he"·w~aJ.;11, ~f : 'ftli ~n~o~e~t.· or .the ·~enow:rt ··of' its . scholars; .. 
'that . this door anoi.no · .. other ;was· openeCl, ,to . him · by-:Provi-
dence .. ~'' ··. ·. ·• ,, .. · . . · . 
. · -That iS;. l . helieve/shbstab.tially ~the · story as it:now'·stands; 

1lt'-111Y~ otl!eJ:S ~~v;c~pi~fl ~t; ~nd pe.rnaps it • isthe:complete 
story~ C.itt ]tse~nm .· to 'Jn~ ·t~iW ~here must·. have· -been .. some 
oth~r ~e~s6~~, ~~cll $~:~l # ention three~ This· I ·do with :$ome 

· · .·~esit~t~~1:1.:-~eba~S,~· · ~:· 'J,~~~lize:· t·h'~t . ··s?n-ie· ·win· sa1··· ·.· what ···you 
··~: . a~tebJ.E>t!rig · ~~· .. ~e·· · fuiriC:t~on ·· of . ~an ••:. hfatorian .... you.· are an 
el,l~ineer~ ~~u,· t}l~t . ~s .. ~rue · ·b\lrwn~~ the· prosaic duties con­
·nected' withmy'druly :sttiit areover1 instead of 'raisingfahcy 
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chickens '.of rpses, Z:like·t& fudµlge<in the quest Qf som~ p}iase 
of 'history-it · ls',m tne/t!alµre of -a;.,h~~by. , · _ -

(:)f course;··'! 'co:uia: gi'1e·· you -many·· Clefinitions' -0£ an en~ 

'On· the otherJfa:nd," a purchasing~- agent starts out kriow-
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obliterated;· when ·· th~. parftd~> :gr,Qµµ.d>w~~· ~wtµ":g~d .. i'.tl;. ·l~i~, 
· T}ie· ... changed· terrai~~,:bo\V~ver:, i m~!:S· i~> .~i.~~YJt~~;i., ;J:~~a~l 
tha:~· ~t~a~ : .?n.:,.th~·'.~re§ent··1!~a.de ..•.. ifq~p4, ;~~ ~~~~~t~}?gun~ 
dai-Y>i·W~~·····rieaf; t}le:q~~rt~rs\l1()W;~ Qg9ypi~q. :hY·.;~~··.•;~~~~:#~9~e 
occupie~ ·by ·~~l(l~'~;•iSiei~~ro~n,.~ .!fll~rmS;PS .~f>Pt$ ·~~~~~· m~ 

=~=t:~ii5:1Siii~-~ 
· fory ... w~s · . est~bI~s~ed .in IB?S . whe~ .. ·tlt,~ ~ bpd,ie~ .. 9~ ,,.~}ltn·pa~ets 
k~Ile~ , at ·~e'W ;iM~ur~et" \\T~r:~ .~~~ie.4 t,be;eb-a_t •· 1e·~~· .~~e ·of 

==:~~a~~1":1=~~~t.~l: 
battle. · Let . n.ie read yo.u ari ·Act passed ·~n . March• ~~~· · ~~~{:'... · 

. tary ' hQnQr~; th~rc!j : his·. ·p~v.¢ was ·first:: ~ta~ted by b~/~ius~ . 
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tripus'' son/ G.~neral, R~:lbert :, ~~·.· .. · Le~,, ·4'4 y~~rs ~~t~r~ ~t .· the 
titn~ .when ' '~.S;Qn~wajJ~' .. J'.a~~sQ.n, W:a,~ fi.n~Pi~i ;~ . ~i~t~y 
Ro~ney, ·.camp~ilti~~,ut·:~t ' :W:a.s . ju~JQ1ll9;;.t~s;':~~~rt~~,,,p;ls.:­
s~ge ' of:»t~e ·Act, wl1i~}WM:.'+~~d. t<>, ' l.flJi~:,tlP ~~~i,th~~ tit}:)e .. th.er~ · 

.h~~: bee11 ~o rpartieul~2th~gr~~~'.~~ cp!1~~~,~~;;q~n~r~ •Rg.1'~ 

::?11~~~:St~r;,5:e~ · 
~e~~~ht>t1~~'~haye· . ~een .bro,ugbit,r*Q··~~~•in~p.t; .~p,J?~;littµ ·.t~ . J;~~t 

iife~i~!il!ll~-i 
years' efapsedi between· :~e •pM$~8~~ 9;,~th~A<;~ :;<?l1:8fil .:cµid. tl.le 

~-i~r,s;~!z~i~:~ 
eral )~e~ :was ;.askect:-~tp: . ¢Pm~ : ,,t9->~~~gto~• ,W:~~b~~g~~ ;CQI--

,l~g~ .~was,'.·s;ro~n . ''., ~11ere .··w~pe·,·~:t>P~t;',~,Qi ~$µ~~~ts~. H.e.. ·b~ri;·h~~n 
·appro.a~~ecl .. b~ .• ~ther ·.larg~~ :-i~t!yl.1.~tQDS. and ;,_D,~<i; ;, declined. 

i•1•£sii of:'qbedi~~~ ~tp i~ol1;;tjt\\~~d>aµ~o~jt~~:1*t···th~t:,~~~,: General 
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to the sacon(i day,·o$December, 18G5; ·· When. the .Lee family 
a#.iY~~ .. ~ri~ .. ~?irt~~ ·t~e:,~~eral!·W'h(). lla?·', gon~··· on. to .···Lex~ng7 
ton ····~oilt~ .·· .tiltie .. b~~l.'ti ···••· ~I1e ' .·.·o~.·,.t~~,·.ftr.st · ·:~ings····,·· ··to·· '..,.be •. ··.·•,d~ne 
v;~s :t9 ~tr t)tif '.~tJ:d ··~g>~p, ~~~:,~~i~~"'siJ,~er •. This ,silver :4~4 
be~h . senf~tJ: 'G~~~~~e~;:Ion;~:.,~efore:· the.·.Leeshad·· . an:y , i4~a. 
o~':llvipg' ~~te, ·an4,·;~·t¥~~re1;}1unteit':s rai?ers ;swept. :dow11;, ~tie 
Va1Ier,:' ~~e ~i?I ·s·~~€t~an.:·'~t ":~. >;M. -' I. \took cthe.· Le~>~:il;V;eir, , 
whicli "y!~s .~fl~lten ~~ri ·'·t~~ ·:i~rge ·:.~h:e~ts;;> and. btided·i~· '11}; ~ ·\ 

· safe, plac~)cnp\lvn · ~II,ly :t"~,· h~eifv/l'nere :it w~· 'fouiid>~a£t~r . · 
the ·. · ar~iv~l .· ~~<~ne . · ·tL~~s . :~.~$,fe ·and .. so~nd··· .. but . ,black . with. 
m6til~··;· arid······?a~p/~~~les$'. .fo~ ,'t~e , time, *~ ····•\Vl'ote ·.the ; Gen~:~l'$. · 
sol:}, ·R:t:to~rt,· .wh~wa~ j)~~s~rtt ,wn:n the silver was ~xhµmed · 
and •... wn~;··,·~d'~e4 •• t,~~~ , ~~e ... ~iiv!r: ·~~·>sent·+~ere · · early >in.·· the 
.~.ar-~ A.na : s~··G:~er~I1 ···:Ce~ ;cepeile~ .· his .· ·;camFf•• ehest.1and ·. fo.r .·.a 
period the .. ·forks; :spoons,· plat¢s ·Of hiS' <:amp• chest. were used 
by the family. . : ' 

.. · HerEf \v~ .have· item thtee; ·and stunma13izif:ig>these .,..mun­
dane things, we filid '\tJ.iat: ·Gerieral<'Le~1 theri ~Aearty ,5R.y¢ars .· 
o"f.age, ~~~~::t~at ·':lils SOll ;~.O\i~dJ)Ef 'hete; 1that .• ibwouJci .. ~e . 
the· ouri~!:'plac:e' ()~ Jifs '.distinguiShed . father-r and tJiat it iwas ·. 
~he.·". h~¥b~r . • 9t ·n1s ··.~orld~~ .. ··~ossessi9ns~r ·'.Fhese : ;sru:ne· · . .thit1gs 
h~d>~t>lne~'e~ect on·•Mis. liee'.'.· :~lso~ ' •, . . . . . . 
. . .. · Jfi$f wH~~.g~~~!t;on: $h?~~dt'h!ve, bee~ picked as the iplac~ 
to·· .• se~~·ltbe ~:,e ;sii~~r·: is'. ~e~~··cle~, 'altJlQ~gh Ge~e~al.C~st,is · 
Lee· ttt writ~ng ,to,tfi~s~'·sis~ers: •{A~ie ,and 0Ag~es}: .... •two<yea+s 
hef(Jre ,,·(AU~~t~.-~s,,:1~(;2~;,' htt~ : ·sai~: ,,';(~h~:, ·rest•'. of: •;you•,··~ill 
have: ~<>' n;,c yo~s~:ties .. i~ , soine,, sa~e ~lacer ·where 'fo()~\ and. 
fuel · ~re abu:rtd~t ;What ''thi)lk , you .. of tLexingtQn·; .v a~~? , , it 
is ~' safe'. now: .•. · HdW ·.iong 'it· ·will',, continue< so, ·· it is . impossible 
tcf say~'' . . . , .. . . . . . . . . ' 

.'n.1i~ ·rriay ·~ave·' ~acL'.,~o~ethil'.lg ·t~ '''do <with t}ie selection 
df 'th~ ,1~~ali~y~it w-:as ;~~p~osed' ·to. 45e;>saf e/ ,·.}iowever, >lt .···' is 
eA~ten.l~1~-'<~i~~uit:to ,1J~~·· ,~· .Paper:•W:lj~g. abo~t . ··:~ese.·. treas­
qres •• ·~~ . · tt~rno~t. ', ~ecree~ ···ha~ ··· to .. ·be,·~te~erved·:··· and ·'.,neces­
sarily :'$0, ·. for .··it ·:wa~.:~not;,19~g ... J;)ef~re:~: :l8;000: · .troops· sw-armed 
~Io11g, '; the,,.,f~te~ i r?~qs •lea~il1"g·: to~m-~ :Le~irigton .. ~!l the 

· reeo:ds ·~~ow<tlfat :~~~~f1t.eok: whlat· ithey.\~~uld; find~ The:lett.er 
··press · booksfat :the ,VvM~: :1 •. showing the outgoing .·letters are 
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silent.:as you mi!Jht : ~~p,~ctt:ln1t:, t:Qer~ is,_pi:Pl>,l?,!y a :J.}~µe _in 
·a ~ade.~ J~tter '-W:ritten: i,11 . peµcil~;J).~ . ,A.~~~ -~t:J~e Jt~ge. 'fhe 
.pface ''..o.f, writing•:' if; .: g}v.~p .. sil\QP~:i , ¥ .' .':~~s~ij'~~(~ . ~cl :tpe 
Ie~t~*j$ ::,date.c;l .;'?u'e ... Stb,. $,t~;~~y'~ : ~Jld J~r ~~4 - !{itl;\ the . 
letters.,·pJJ;364:anc;l: w~: $P:; mark~Gi PlY-.;t~t -~~~>~~~l.1~~ ·Th' l~t­
ter seems _to be al}:?ans·weJ.kttiJ1,;r~~~µd:Qg;:x;tq~~~1~~1l~;<·to, ;;&lrs. 
Lee· '_aft~r 't~e·rinv~dei-s: •'P·~~~d. ;;~hf:Q~gti, · ~~~41g~p~,; -~4,,hete 

.. the ;d~te. QU'-the::J~tte~, $~~s. .tQ ·q~q)()uq· tti,i~gs::a,iain~ ' . Jµne 
.. 9~, 186411ciidnot ~f~U~ on.;,S~~:CJ?i;y;t · bµt. :;-th:e: W;o~<l~.~}{~µne'~:,B;nd 
''Saturd~y.~~:Jar~ : :difitip~~. ;The ., 9~$.Yv.ei; : .. ~~e;m~;. :.c!f!~~~µly. . 9, 
: 18~4'., wa$·: ixJ;te~de,q,-~jt . <t~d~: fal.J· <JJl:,~.~tuli~~y:, _ . ap4.~~11e iµ.y~d~rs 
.t>®S~<i<threuglL,:~et~e~n : t:fl~ ,tw;Q.,, d~~e~;:: 'I'~~ lettel:' .Js __ ip;.:· roy 

~~:;;:~.'~~'~i~~ •' ... 
· "Mrs. Gen. Lee J:"eque$ted ~e to say fqr>h~t: ,;tp y(}u: that 
~.~-.: h~.cl, re¢~ived;-yg~:-nqter &.; .. ~~~--~e~;tly~,t:)bJjge.d: *o',;r:ou ·for 

i~i~il~i-~ 
m0i.ght ·;.);:;eJ gi)ie,ll; , ~Q .,'.\Vbo~:ver · ~ss~te,d. _ j~q\1 in,· ~-~g -~are , of 

th~1;:=:t;··"' . .. : ~.· < . 

··•···.··•···•········ ......... · · ··· ·· ····· ·~·~~·.i4~" .· 
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· w;en, a~itte~~ we ar~'·indulgin~ '-~er~ in t}leories~ -~Y 
not? ·_ ~he,y'·.~~--·_ p~~~ounde~:·~·-'a -kb1~ly · . and _ asympathetic 
~ay, : ~).ld- ~g~lt;1l!:··s~y - '.l\'~'·?~;·en~e~r, ··· but ·l · h~pen9t.·. •_the 
~Yp.e'.'.· ~f .• 2~~in:,~r"_+·~~'.O- : :~~~~-''<J~llcrete ·· ~~.info~~~,, thorou~bly 
mixed; .alidi permaiietitiy· sei:~ '~}like -to ·evolveittleo:ries >•based 
upori: ····~act>an~ · 1n,en·.··~-- ••.. t? ··.~xplod~· thein_: ·.· 

.·_·:;No~ ~) it<r~~~~y'-Jru~ ~~:at:~t~e· I~e~ -~ilver ·was het~? It~o, 
what · ·sily~r ~a~: it? ; :\¥nere ' \V~s '.i~' outfed? ·.What "wa~the 
nam~·· of t~e"o~~:y. · M~ -. ~l'" ~~~~eant? - C~rtruti it'1s :nere ~e~e· 
several ··-~ei;g~al'J.t~: ~t - V~ "~~· I~1"atid··· ~t~r: :elq)~~ding;some dll­
f?uhd~?···.•.·-~~~?tn~~eS{~ l·_ .~ied, ~riotner · W.hic~ · ··produ~ed . _mter­
esting •results~·-· L~t's. -·di"agd:n · anotller · engmeer~-: who· .'!.as ;lat~r 
much better known as . a I>~osopher-;-Herhert Spencer~ Gt· 
him Hwdey . said that ·his id:eaf of a tragedy:2 was:-a: theory 
killed .by a· fact. Before striking a good lead, I encountered 
:;everai tragedies~ · . . _·· · .. .··. 
·' . ··our '\T3.M{li'>histori~s' t~ll of ~n otdiJ.ance· sergeant\nrun':d 

·John.' De~psey; the,:'Offici.M1\'Re<e~rds . ·of 4h~: .war~': publish~d 
by.the F!derar_ .. Govei:n~~nt in ·t~~ -. ~~~ht~es -an;~ :nineti~~;:· call 
,hiin-~p'Wtsay '{O.··-~~ - l;; '.page· 790) · ; , and,.,:wnen :t~e .·eorps · of 
eadets ,went ':tof'Riclbnorid~ i!f; 1861 :-be ,;was "itutned.·.·ovef, to 
· Colon~ltt~~~n .. :~· ·;·M~grttd~~; '_who0· ~as ·._ 111:, ·cl'l~ge _·._ of··· the,~ a~til~ 
-lef:y,~·1n&truet~on' the1"e. , Tlie >l~orrect'· name· · ~fxtnis . __ -.o~a -· s~~~~~r 
is. John Hamp~ey, and some of those present ~~ni~bt,' 'knew 
him,• ·.· He Far,ri~~ ~ Rpckbridge County girl •(Martha Et La­
rew)' ,p~r~li~~ -,~}le· 'filig-ht h~~e sorriething to do v;ith our 

.· st0ry. ;S~r~~l\nt ,~~~~sey; ,~i~<l\ ~Fe~~ -?~·~)1-~:19g~). ; · _~_ -:few ·ni~~ths 
befQte._ I :W~;g~8.duatea: ~t v~ .-•M:~ .I., although' l ~, unaware 
of·. M!~--·-·~oilfte¢ti~~; betw~e)1 .tn~' ~'Wo:·~yents,:·,Pet~aps _•t~~ if~c~ 
~hafa · he :;w~~·--u1:~)S, .84~µye~r:.: ~~8:···mo;~ -t~·· · ;~o :~itb::1t:'~t·:~is 
wiU~ :c.whi~ht:-1 ch~c~~~·t<J.':~o~~- ~Ji :~ne~a~, -~~- , ~e£t .nis e~rUily 

.:f~~=:r=:t~~~Sii:5 
ple~: hut one . ite~ caught my eye-.;..J'to Hope Ervine my pno• 

-· tograp~ ?f' Ge11~r~l Le~.~~--· .. .. _· .. ··· ····.·· >. . _ ...•. ·. _· .•• _. . _·. . · .. •·. _· ·. .. .• · . .· . . . •. · 

.· o;sttr~r::~'!t;fu~~~t:{~~~=·of[~~.itt 
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~is~o;Yi··.r.'deci~ed 61'.}'tbe. ·afte~~oen .. <if Easter.Sungay·.~o ,c;atch 
s9~~,·~~r:, Jt,· .!*as 'aOO~~:, a ' ,?Il()~!h • · ago, .~;nd .• YOU· ~Will •· 'l'eC~l it 
w~s: .~. ; ~a'Y\'~·· 'gl?0~7f d~!~;··:r ,.· set;'-Ollt''.:for;, ~f:QW:mib:µr,gj (Wh~re. · the 

,H~1*psey~····.·~~~~'•re~or~e~· · ,~~···}la;te• l~vech ·~'.to~p.in~:dn ".tbe .. ,vil~ 
· , la~e :JY : ~~atte<f': t()/e~am~e · ~9itl~>n?t~:.:with: ,t~e· int~nt.ion of , 

.· ·· :a~Ki~~''iP~'Qjl~~'.,(\iho'·w~re r~ppro.eliing, .£or·;tlirt?etion~, ..•. A :· '.(!ar 
pµU~~ .• ~p ···~,sid~; ·m:r d~~arg~: ' .so1nevpasse11$ers . ·•an9;.;two 
~~ntlein~h; alig~te~ ··~~~ . spO:~er. ·:}3y. : ~··, sµ:(l)ke,'rofrfortllµ~} ,,they 

·. prove~,::t'?''be:. t,~e~~s!o~~~~/faaier and. s(}11 · .. . · the~,i~tber be· . 
. . · in~ p~b~?l! it~e' ~I~e~t ·r~si~~I1t:,.ot ... t!l~ · ·c'otnnlll1lit~~ · Ye~; he 

·J#iew'·~~rg~a~t .II~p~e!• •·and: b~ ·~e.w:wh~re:.the .. ·~ee .. ·silver 

;~;;~~~~;;~~~:~i::tir;:: 
.. ~~··.·~~· ~fl.Lit '-,iS :'.anYth~di:ott!t~sid:~ .of -~he·,·road, 'itp; ·E.airfi«!ld · about 

. st~~!::;e~~~~~= 
Iapt¢r:'.!~·at : ·,he c~ests:~~~rebur~~d .. :1,v;as .· .. toldith~t· · '.~li~y, were 

, laterV\~vet~'~ed;n'~ ~'~'j; j ,whie}lrises 

generci#ons. w~re .· there ·~ assembi~d .. fte' ' ;older i;.ladles,>.Miss 
.·· Bess:Ervine·and Mr$ .. ·o. J~ Whip~l~ · ~e\V Se~~e~~t:, .. }Iamp­
~e~ · ~ell ,.•· ~e ' 1JI~ ,thei: ne~'.est ne~g~bo~;i~~~~C,re; their 

·ni~~he~:::·nadL-b~~n ~present :iv~e,~ itll~ ·· silye1~ ~ , W~findug 'up · af-
ter,~the ·:.~ar.:. S.he• : saw '.. thi$ ·,~er~e1f·; m?d· h~,~ keque~~Jy; · told. 
them apout. _it . . '!'hey ·w~re~ ,:::tnerefore~, <; 'q~~t'e;,: p?si~tve,· that 

· the silver had not , been re•bud~ci .. o:ri th~ hil~si'e:·,Mi:s; Whip- · 
· p~e . added that a p11~ted ~ta~es 'at(na&: been ·$e~t>bere ·with 

· · :t:~:,~!J~~~~~-=,~;;~; 
the · ,si~~~~ had}:b~eri'\discdver~~ . : ~ne.t s~fa: furtner:.·.·tfiat:· she 

. . 'had:'.:'. at\\rays :bee~,: toi4' tha~ 'ihe,.;chests ,:were brot1ght by a 
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Negro ·Who Clrove:.'a one•bol"S~ wag~n';"V/P.ich a_rr:iv7g. ab9ut 
three c»clock in the;:m()l'nltti\at1d ,,th~t b-:~ C,f!l'lle pyJittle ,u~ed 

.'. roads-.;4nc>t ' ' bjtthe- ,Plank - Road~ Wh~n l · .a~~ed ,_aho(lt :MiS,s 
Hope __ Ertrim~i:: to· ••· whom ,,the"Lee::ph~t~g~app.,had ,bE!~:U .• -l:>e­
queathed; l found; th~t . sbeJ1a.d di~dv );lut . afte~':'~ ~iuick,.J9ok 

· ~round,, 'one -of ; .the ; ladies,:,lv.Jiss , ,F!!ith,;.$lie>mp~9~; :,~eft -the 
~{)orn~ . · She~ "' rett;ttned/- ·So~~' ·Wi~ll:: a , . ;ppa~Qgl;~plf;,. · cai;eftllly 
wrap.ped~ : It: · 1belon~ed1 to ller and. sl.1~ · :hacJ. :.ex;cha;ng~d. __ ~pme 
oth:er•!)i~tllfe foi: it~,,~e .. ·,pbotagr~ph,, o~, th:. Gen~ra1 .i~ , ;npw 
worn and 'somewhat dete:rionited .: ,.~t.::~the_, ,Qot~9~W> is,};iis - ~ig• 
nature.t n ::. .. was·, interestin,g; h1lt whUe .Jivi,pg ~, -~P :· ~e~irigton 
Ge11eral ·Lee. · autogra,~~~t:l manY'.·Pi.!lis· phQt(;)g;t~~11s •. ,~:tiow 
cottld · one ;1fuqwthat:tb~te was a,ny . parti~~~~. significance in 
this phott}gtaph? 'f.h~ ,l~uiieS·<dis~i~ctly: rec:allt;?d· G,efi~ral .. Cus­
·tis Lee _ driving aut . :to~'- s~e _ the - ()ld, :serg~ant, :qc:~asiq14ally.}u1d 
bringing magazines: and>'papefs., '-£~ey.1la~ , ~E!~rcl. , th~t . G~n­
eral ftobert E;j :<Lee: hi1llself· h.ad , ¢aU~<f.,ther~ , )?µt -;th.e,y, artd 
every-bod! :else:. l ~foun~ - wbq1knt?w., ·.$.eJ;g~~nt H~~p~ey,~,vol­
unteered tlie-inf~rtnation -tba~ ·he l~yed ;t-o .~lk -an.d,,his -tales 

· .w~re:·romf}ntic '. 'and',tam- .i>,eqple- .. ~~o,'had• e~~!led\ tbt:?j)h~to-­
graphha,d toldthe;owner· th~t: it,,was,not . auth~nt•c ._ arid: well, 
whatto·.:do.?.; 'Jllie•pictu:r;e w.a:~ tJ1en ,remov~d from --the· · .ftam~. 
What: .1s :·thi$?•,;Some:on~ • .ha$ : Wr~tten t;>n ;th~ .ha91c .• oftth~· ,card;.. 

, board\, VV,itJ.l<a '·PeP<?il-. It is the».-tir>;rriistak~bler: h~~tiwritt.ng of 
" Mrs •. \~L~e. :bµt ( sorn,e ' 0<Jf,_ :.it.~~ , . iso '.i11distm~t ,th~t n;ty .·old; eyes 
cannot·•:deciph;~~ , w~at ~.is there;; ·.J.¥-.reading,: glass is bi-0,ught 
the.nJt;:,j~f e;is~ :<to . see: . . . . 

· "Fo'f:, · .. 
''Setg~~t,,Hernpsey: ~ .· . .. · , · ·· · . . · . 

· · .. · ''~ .sniaU:;teStimony'.of ;regard ·· for: a. ·very, important. s.erv­
ice, ·pr~sEti'l'i~g, :by h!s fait~IµI:n~ss for ine -~he most .valuable 
prope~y sayed·,.,;from 'Ar.lington.. . . 

· "M .. ,(} .. ; .~ee- · .. 
~'D.ecerri.ber .. ,25th, -186fU' · ,:_ . 

. Mrs; , Lee:J~er:~ 't).!5.e.d t~~,spe1ling Heri.ipsey and -the use . of 
th,e ';~~ .. inst~a<:J.;o~·:th~- .~-~,f ~PJ;tem-s. ~ some .. pther, pape~s,, but he 

. wrqt~ hi~ : ~.a:m~ .· J:Iamps~j,t · _an¢l:.,it .so '. appear$ in ·the ~u~ s. 
Army; . .rE?¢ordsi in th~ . qoutt records, ()n his tomb and; else~ 
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where~··. The· ·.·own.er.· of :'th~.··,pictur~. ~41)1 cQv.s:n~~g .. •. ~g· ... hC\'Ve 
he~ rie~ghborrAn.~lrew 0M9.(1l~~g, ~\Vll~>PP~~~t~~ .6ti~~.'~ St\l-. 
di9 h~r~··in:~~ington~· cop1 ,bo~h· ~l:i~ ~ig~l1fr cmq.::tft~ ~1'.l~RJ."iP- · 
tiC;f! • ~t1d -you ,· ma¥,? ex~rm.~e··· tl)~:r:µ1~· .. ··~•·· i~~ ,.~~µJ;,~~~;.· T~e:~ 
c~·;oe 'li~tle ,·daubt·rt~at; ,tb~.1~s.9pptiqµ .. \V;iU. ~Qon :.fe~e, :, a~ay, . 

~~t1i'~;:;7~:;~~~:~=~d~tect. 

O}lght tQ be . seciu:ed . . · ·~ •· .. W;.r\i§ .· iA~'Vi;ab~~~~{ ·.An.4 .. yeg ,:soon 
· therea~er· ··-the··. frn13.Hy ·• :p~at~1·''"'tb~ . Wa$b~gtpn : . l~iter~ ··. and 
p~p~7s ·~~d( .:~ome>~!iler:; .. v~µ~~~~$:··W~l:~<s~ll,! .·~q: 41~~.~(4-ia 

· 1~;!~~i~&!~E~~~; 
was. sent to this .··ViFilµ~yi · '·~· · th~ :t~p~J:~al',: . ped9d. . th.a~.·. · ... f Pl-

, loV{.ed, l: ha~e ·l.lo~ 'J~ee)l}abJ~; · Jo r.9~t~r~i~~·''·· · ·· •:·, ·.· ..• ·>······· .. 
· '.It ~as .three day$<befor:~'. th~·~~V:,c~;t.tion,(>f ,~~ond that 

~~=::~~·~tn~~~,:~~~~~;:~ 
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fqt yo¥"·: ·e#e· ~~ - ()?r sil'\Ter and· papers/and t9 '. i11quire .if 
yq~-,t~~/~fl~"!:. ·· .c~';' ~etl'lain ,. pedectly-1safe,_ .. wh¢re. >"~~~~ .. ar7. 
Ui!~1r:·ti1~ . ·c1~s~ '· of: t,~~-'~tir, ~as·v-I,· w~µld<1li~~ ·. toi pre~e~w~. ~1lt:! 
oD.llr· ··reif~\fi~~- .--~ · ·of ___ our•'?nce ..• _happJ•·•. 'home.'·~ .. ~d- ~b~-·· ·a.4<:l~ 
e(i: . ·•·''If.: )\th~I~' -~i~ef·~e ,~~e~t~ pleas~te if·:.Yott:·:c9uld, _·-. c~:Q;1 .·t~ 
see .me ::W~~~ ·:f ?~ ~?t$e 1~0· 'tOVfri~~~-.. Tbis; .. iS· ·int~restiJtg.;b,e~aµ~~· 
the Y'· ... - ~~- · !~ : ·~~~<the~· l~~a_t~tt': a~·;;the ,~~r~oµs~ ·in . Rich .. 
mp~(i~J5it~ - ~~-. ~a.~ :· ~PJ'are~t~t ~onsidered ;, to"be sci•.··rem.ot,e ·as 
to .· 15~ · ~u(q~· ~n~. · ~~tr; ·· T~~ ~ett~r· ··a~~ tells us _ tlia~. _the -Wafih~ 
in~~ori'" , ,p~p~~~l ;.y~r! .· :W.itli: 't~e : silv~r, and ··:in latei; ,y~ars, ·in 
L7#n~9-~t. W.h~e~ .•. -.f1r~~ 9~e 'd~scritte~r as ''now, the znp.st _·in­
a~t~~~f.~1~ _'pl~c~' - -·~- ,:~?~·· · ·· cif/" \th~-,···tormer· ···lac1y :·~f._, ~l~~~qn 
use~ i:~11es~ .- . yal~~~: "p~~~rs ·in editin~ and::· revjslng ·)~~?.book 
is#t1~~ · i11· _· 1~6~~--· . ·~~:VI1 ·• · as' :.~·R~~ol~ections · ·and· · ·I?riy:~t~ - ~ M~m· 
o~.: ~t .• _ ~asllin~to~~-by :Jus·,'.Adopted ,Sol.l,:Ge()J!ge.;.Wa~l:l~g,tpn 
· Park~:fftist~s; '~i~~~ :~e~o~ ·of\th~ :Author,2by· ll,~s - ~a~gh~er~~' 
A~4 ··sne:· ·~.ot~ ·tb~t·· tnese: oldrpapers:· '~~e.'.neady Billtliat .t\re 
~¢~~ tfie :fro~,,,a }lom~(once ·aboundhigJn relics-of .the, FatJ;\er 
ot'·our· ~ti~t~:'' ·. · .... < . :· • . . ·. .. . . .•· . . ·. , • . :· 

·•· ·V(e~/ dicl:~~ese ·. tlii~~~- .~~'Ve •. anY:'thiJig ·to ~dQ. .. W~thE~l1e .. L~es 
. a~c~af#l.¢ '~?·· c9llle 't? ~eXblgton?: :~~() . ltn0\1/S·?. P~rh.~ps . so, 

· P~t-}.iaJ?S· no~.· Jiavtlf·; we •'found·<out ·anyt~ing new ,~~O\l;t .. ,~e 
. pr~se?va~i~~.- .o~ ',tfi~<'tJee· prop:r~y? ·Perhaps· nQ~, _ ,s~nQ~.: .p#~qrs 
khew ·· --a:~~~t ; (t~:e _. b:idi~g" place 'and ' abol.tt'" 'th~t·.·Pictur~~d 
o~e .-.• ()f· ... the ,ieru;!ie~t · st?ries·· 'I ·£~.; recall :• eoncer:ne~ , the -.... cqok 
~n9«f.u~li~~·-. ;~o: · ·~~e·1~hip'~: capt~ and·?~ked, ... ·~Gap~n1 -i~,_apy~ 
thing' losf'w;p~n ··r.o'U !lmow.·-whe~e it1s. at?" ','Why ,no/'· WeU, 
C'~p'11,'. . ~~ '°-~J?~~r·: ~~~le~s ~vetooa.rd." . . . ·. ·. . . ... 
: ~()V!~ve~; -' in/:t~i~f x:oonr !lre. so~e ·peopl~ ·who . ha¥e , . l~ved. 

here~lfoij~s:, !~r·: l11at1:Y' ~e~s~ ~d·' so ~f.rth~s .. · s~ory,_ : ·is : new, .. to 
soniii· .. ~f •. the~j ·i~;1~_, ·11erlia~s ·w'orth-- .tir.anslating:from .. the• re~hn 
of~r~~iti~n' :t~JHe · ; .ttl'or: ~~gil'>l~ ·a!ld', pe.rtrianent:,fi~~d:o of 
writt~1'_ ·-~·.iSt?ty~· In .. a~~ng .so_ ,;t:.eoU;ld_.· add 'th_at· the :occµrrence 
has. appe#edHn··:tan.t~~}c : for~ w>'th~< eounty paper~ a,t,ld . _it 
is ~rie~y ;r.n~n~oned: in:~er~e~t ·Hampsey~s o.bi~ary n9tic~. 

· .. · A~'so ~~t1~"df •'t~~;~~#e~'}ias 1ha¢:to~~o .with:General Lee, 
· may ,t··~e :.iri(l~lg~d: Jin: a·' ·b'oy~oo~ ~r:~cQU~ction . perhap!; · .. th.e .. 
first time:l ever~neard , friiytnmg:~about' General Lee or about 
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Lexing~on. When ,l.~~s ~~ght .~~~fS . qld I. wen~ .. t.o the ceme­
tery in · Norfolk one ~£~'2rt'1~9n . '!it~:~y .·. fath~r,.a.nd there a , 
thr()ng had gathel',~~ .~Q· '. 9e~~tat!<~ · ·bea~tiftll . ·gra~ite monu- . 
ment on which . was .-embfa~onefl ·the wor(!t~ :H0PE. An inter- · 
esting· legetid, . b,q.t,. \A~ . ~$~ji~~101i ·~e~t··o~·,t~;. ~ay th~ monu-· 
ment was a trioute by' .his··~~i1~$~~;·,~e t\'l~mory of a pqet, 
patriot, scholar, journalist :atid idlfgl}.tly' Vitgirlia gentleman. 
It referred to J~e . pae~ la~~e~t.7 o~ Yil"~ml~~aµies Barron 
Hope. Some· . ~of' ' you'.·:~~~r'. ~fs ·~~~g1,t~r~il\'1rs~ , Janey Hope 
Marr; who . lived h~r~ 3~''te·:_50 y~~s ·~g~. :m :a~t~r years she 
assembled some · of '#f~: 1 .· ., · ... ·. ~~' ly~i9s uncl~~the title, "A · 
Wreath of Virg~i~ .~~~ ::E~ay~s,:,nan:ct .:$9it, ·is ;t>Os.sible for us 
to know in s9~~. :g~~~~ -~~~ tl:le: .V:~~t ~~~~tliJJl'g~ . did honor 
to this inspired' Viiginian~ :Cerfain ';ifis;I; as· a boy, had no 
idea of why ~e:· }\':~S so hpnoreg1. ~l:l~~ t~~t l he~r4: my parents 
spe~k higlHy ·orlii.m., ."He' b~1 -'·the ·~~~c,~~e$~ 'Qf "th.e . manliest 
mind, a!14 allthe ~~~~e~~~&()f~oll1,n~ind:/' But some of 

:~w:f:~i~~~~~~~t:~£a!;i;, 
James Barron ·lf'o~~, ·~ ~~Ie~~~~ t? :. ~~aa ' on' that .occasion 
a .memorial ode/·li~{n~~i'ilg ' previ6usly; 'w~itte11 . s.everfll · in~ · 
spiratfonal odes. •on themes. dear to the people .. of the .··south­
land. Congres$ ch9s~ h~ as . poet for ·the Yorktown Centen­
nial, 1881. ·. Ironically, the. poet 1;v~ ·denied the :privilege of 
reading th~ Lee Memorial Ode . . Six weeks before the ap­
pointed time, • the ·poem· Wl;lS ·. completed~the n~xt · cJ.ay the 
poet died· and that gl"and old gentleman, Captain William 
Gordon McCabe, read the ride in which Virginia's Poet .Laur­
eate-jhe man. whpse nil,lsical pen . might readily have 
paiP,ted for µs a W()ndrous word picture--decljned to <;lepict 
th~ great military chieftain. And I'd· like to .think that every 
Virginia school . boy and gil'l coµld repeat his words "with 
dying .breath but deathle$s melody." ... 
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· · '
1Ask ~e, u«you plea;s~;· to p,aint 

. ·. · ~~orin·.·~~-cls uppp, f~~ .. sea; .' 
.· Te}l me .~Q weigh p:~at q~~ops T 

Se~ :vol¢a.rii.~: ;i0,r~~s, . .tf~~ , .. , : ·• .. ·• : . ·• ... 
l3ut · biQ: ,~e J,tot;. ~~Y: ~Co#ntrymen, 
'to 'pictw;e ;i:t'Qper~ :Lee. • .. •..• · 

•· . '~li~ trtittn~~~~,· ~~<,l)ie(U:~ n9tc1ie!~ 
No fu11et~I :'b'~~· ~~.}op~~' 
·B:tJt ... op· ~a~qa~t.h+ .,Ite.t<ingtoil 
·. ~~~ c~~ ~er~~J.fJo·: h:c>t~ ' · ... · .. 
· His· s't~µp ··}Y~ile · .~e : Xl"i9~~t~d ·· : · · ·· 
'to ride down .tlie . stre~t~· R.t .gold:. 

. . .. ' - .· . . 

. hFi$ is not.~p.~adl ·There ~f lib death! 
H~. o~y.·)~'eil~ be~qre .•. : ..•... · ·· .· .. ·. . ... ·· • 

.. !J:~~ :jQ~~Y, ·9~ •. , ~~~n. <:;}#~st the ··. Lo~d . 
Wi(f~ ;9Pe~ Ji~l.d ,th~>4o~r; · · .. · .. ···. · · 

• . ,l\nd .~. cahl11)::~~e~~~l\l -.p~¥c~}~Jlis: 
Thank :God! ltorevermore/•·. ,.,_ . · ·; ·_, . :" ~ / ·, : ·.: . ... _:-. .·. ·. . . 



( 

( 

( 

· YESTERY:EARS, OF . 
. FALLI·~,(i~~,$i?t{ti;ld.' Cl-IQI}C.Ff . 

·,,, . 

. .. ·••····.ln ·. tJlf!,"tbiity. ·,·~Jp~fg~···~~~t~ 
itjs obVioiis thaf~othing!pro ' 

.· church ;can,;be. attelnpted · 

. · t$~g ~~~ ,i(?~~~W:liiie~.;:" 
fully writteni WliAt ~~$. 

·.·.·=•tJt~() ·••}~' 
-to corisult ·all ()f ~ll~~~ · · · · 
mo;ntft·aI.I<l .Mq:q.t)!ea. · · · · · 
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be trat:lsctibeckther~in aq ; t~(!·· papet~ _-· ~elonging . to the con­
gregatiqn,,:~d·_ ,t~t \the '.-~~i~~i . J>ape~s be dep.osited in · the 
hands oi'' tlie ttetiSurer· for\ tnis>eongregation/' . . . ' 

The committe,~ of ·arrangement. appointed· August 241 1~09, 
'~to··hav~ ··. · · · · .. :meetin hguse repaired and Jin-

~'· J~~ !( ·.· ..• .. ffl~. ~l~1t~•;:;~ 
· pointed~t · ~he later date1 was Reuben''Gfigsbf,·amotlg~whose 
papers J~h.~: pqQ},f :~~ ;·fQ,p.~(i,,;.·.~~·- . ~~ . \V'}1Bs~ .. · d~sc:ndant, Mr . . ~~~~~;~:.~\·;~:~.cgp: .~~····~~• pceSelite<l ·io· th~ 

~- - ~!I,: . eat~i~s~ . ~!1;~51 .P;.~~r .· ~~pi~d:: ·: i~"f ·th~s· .. • boo~ ·· is -· a s.ub~ 
.~cr,i~~io~: ::. _··. :Qf_:.9c~9~~- 21,~ , ~.{93~; .:o-~ ~~is ' and · to . · oth~r · en-

'r~~. for?n~ ··· Sy~?d·.in_.·· 17g~t'~eiit••_one 1of. '.it$,:: JtUmstE}~~r,to··.wn .. ·• 
- -~~$~~~-- :~it~-" ~t:l2~ter· :·io.\0(ll-~vernon:.~ooch ;·•·~n::;b~n~lf_ .. _of .a •· 

· i'conSiCE~r'ab1~ .:nhinl>er ':of , ·our •_ ·hrethr~n,,who< ·are . ~-~Ci1tating · 



( 

..... 
. ·.a; settlement in, , ~her~I})Ot~ . par~§ . of tg.e , gove~11!U~~t," asking 

for them ,the Qpye,rn;qr's (!~un!en~~~~ .; ~pd, proti!g~iol;l in the 
Ufree-·e~jpyment -_of. ~~v~l:/~d: ;~J!~o¥s -,~;9·er~J~s," ...•.. <m · ... the 

· gtoµnd, . o;f: '.tlie~ ~g.ldi;\g:· ~'.F~~ . :~WA~ :~~F~µ~~1~~-~Wifh'tha~ of 
the-. ehu~c~ .()~ : ~cotla.ud<'' .tU'ld «>~- "t.}l~;r.· it,lyiolablt(~tt.a~hn1Emt 
• tb·· the · Protesta~t·,$qceess'i~n .. i~ ·~the .. ~ftus~rlo~s·· :a:<>use ·.·.o£ •}fan .. 
over;~' ... -;giving .. ·· ~~m-~n~e.:,'t~~{ .•. vth~Y. •.:·?VP#l,~ ·· .·. ,,~az.ry •···the· ~ame 
loy~i .. ·pdncip~~$: -;tq,: th·~ .. ~(?s~ · :-4i~~n,~ ... $~-~l~p}e~tS.)j .· Ggver!lor 
Gooch .. replied,Lthe1t .he :~~s cµ~~ys . U;i(!Ijf1ed Wtayor the· peo­
ple lately . come · from other provmt.es ~'to .s¢tile o~ t~~ west-

··er1t side of · .the :gr~~t" m~w~tai;n~~'~. : ~pgJ}l;~t~here wo.uld be 
· .. ··n(> .. interrup.tioit,.to, .~WY ,~~i~t.~~ ;~\ot,·~9~- .. f)~9fe~~pii~~ •. ~ho 
nrlg~t come '~pqg • *~~~·1-p,~oviqed tl)~]\· ?tj~t · the . ·. r~qutre-··· ;;F2~t~~::e::~S!J~.z:=n::::: 
to · visif ,these· :: P~esby,t~ri?tl;; ~~ttle,~~P,~; · ' r~nd• •.· .·. ~o · .. in ·1733 

· . preached in the house of , ~pl;fo .~~\.ViS,. · v/ha:t ' F9()t~ says is 
' sl.ippos~a J9 })~ t})e .first ::s~rtno~ .. ever:' pre~ch.edi,in' l}.u'gusta . 
county~ . . ' · ... ·· · ·.· < : ' •. '. .· · .. ::. .< .. , . '• . 

. '.After that; until Jiano:V~r ~re$.byt~~y W~$ .; ~r¢~~iz?·~· in 

;illlR\li~ 
011.e. going. in J .qe : ~p~~g\ al}J;l • . ~ni~ . iA ·i¥.~. ffili~· ~ii~ . d~it1g the 

·.·. next.·;se¥en .. y~a+~ '~})i~ .~c~~~~~: ·.~a~/C~~;~~~·qµ~ ·r·~in~kably 
w.elt ~om~ of these tneJ1. rriq~~:\lf~Y~ :·¥~~i~eo~ tfiis c.ongrega­
tion a,nck,reach~4:4n_ ~i~"J:U;s~ :l,t<>µ~e"iof.~W9~~~P~ : .· .. ·····. · · 
· · H9wever,J theJ.ir,~t' inim~te; w}1om yie ,¢aJ;rhtin)e :V{ith some 

· · ~on~£l~~(;e:-.as ~ havi~g .. pf.r~~£~'4;)1'.l. ·th~~ ,~ ,: '..\ .i i ·~~~~~)vieet­
.. · '.m,g·HQ~se' ~ th~ ::R¢Yc. ·E!i~l:>; ~Yf.a.ID· H~; W.!l~ :.~P£?<?irited l;)y the 

Syll.oci;· of .l:fe~ :lfQJ;l.t.:~p;. i'l~·7: •. t().::go.• .. to·'.Y~rs.~~#~. ,,'#i ..•• ~,~pt.f!m1Jer 
:ne~t~~'.~Q. .. at .• its· .~'1,~,~ ,;m~~.tji:ls-: 9~ ··.r~ppi~eg,·.t~~t: · li~ .•.. hag "ful­

: fiHe<l ·});is . a,ppqj~tme~l~~'~>At tb;e, ~a~~ :~~~:~e g~pJin~(f . ~ call 
. fo.~··. hispastO;t".fll seryice~ . frc>µ~·:Falµit~Spr~,n~· atj,~l ~e~Provi-
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if enc~ · .. ·· ~h~c}i~s.•.•· 'r~i~ ~~ ...• ~ood · crrcumsta~tial .· e~iden~e .; that 
~Mr •. Byr~;~~frJ, ~~~~Cf P~-t:l{ at ~otli·.· .places· in .. ~747) •and .: jt.· is 
PZ:R9f PHS,i,~iy~·.··1~~~· .. !~1!~~~ · Sp~g· '. ~~l.lrch .. was;otganiz~d · .as 

~!~~~#~~i~~{~:;t~~~;;::e~;~~ . 
. . ¢<J1*t~ ... ol.i•*1<itiup'·.·~1·.~~~t~~\V ··~tl~·~•• ?r~~d~~··~t;:to-,.oe .'ee~tj.fi~d 

· "~~~)Ck~l~~~~~~~~rr:~=;~~:::;~~~~; 
P~ovi~~l'.l~~' ~~t;l an6~fier, place known .by· the name~ ol .Fa:ll-

. in~ · sjjrin /' :: ::·.· . :··_ " . . ..... > . . .· · ... · · ··.. . . . . 
.. . :Tlli~.~ .·/ >t,+9l'l .. 1f F~lin?;'.Sl"ri~g ·along. with Titnbe.r Ridge 
· 'n~ New~·'~~qXi~~~ce in.(l~ ~e sig~incant . as tojustwhen and 
~f .v/hotii, .. 1p~ ~~rni~r.' :W,~s. · ~~~ani;.ect :;For · · · Foote · states·· t{lat 
the Rev. Jolin ' Bfait:'~~tett!~~j!allez atl~plaees east•.ofthe 
~1vi: ·~i?g~ . ip- .· .. 1-'74~ . ~~~ ·~ ·ag"~lft · ·~; :1?46, •·a~d ·• that.·qu~ing . the 
·sec.ona· .. t1~~t •.. he·.·~r~~~~~. ~h'e ·;cong:'egati?ns -of ''North"'lv!oun­
• ta~, N'~~ ~ro~ti~~~~,,····.r~be~. Ridge; · and· ·-the. ·.Forks .of 

J~M~s,. ~~tl~~ ,jlif I.t~~y~, ro~~>~~an~ ·; .· .. : . ·.·· · . ... '.' . , . 
. Later,· Ttinlier·Ridge ancfN¢w•Ptovidence .togethe7(;alled 

~he ~e,'{~ ~?~~ B>;~wn,, :.~!lo ~~c~e t~~ir .· pastor in 1:7$3~ ·But 
· .... ~here;:'~-e~m.~,· ~A-.~~c~~~~· .?f · · · · ~11ot~~~ ··.·• .· ... ~an,i-nade .. h~"\Falling · 

·. .·· .· . ~~J_-in'g ~~i#!t~ 4·~?~tdiil~ :to ·~?ot~····~i~ . chl!~ctr.joined· ... wi.th:···Ox-
. ' 

. ·,., ; 'J;'hf•• Y~7Y . ~<:< . : f' .s¥~t~11 - ·.'ivlUeli.• prefa·ces:;: t:qe ·•olde~t:·:Fall~ng 
·Spring ·s~~~l9~.··!J,:op~. ·s~~~te~:' ; , ,.. .. · · .. . .. · .. · .... ·. . . ·.\ . 

·· ....... ~·';.t11i,~ •·· .. ~<ni,gte "''•l1~~9.b..·.'.·~·t.;:~~~i~·g;~~prin~•··· ·····\Vas·.·· .. ,formed .... ·into· .a 
· ~e.~gi?~;'.~ > <·· ·· ··. · ~~P~~~t~~: t~~i : ·~g~tlmg::of the<cou-ntry by 
· ·t:iv.ilfz~d,fi~~~~~~~: ah~ ·:,~ai·~~a, : for•.: severa} ·· '.y~~~f1 , ~ · va~ 

. · ·.~-~~~t«J;~l~,~~;fe~~~~tr:~ 
· · · ti~4/ qx~?,t~:;~e<:rj.ei~lip9~i11~·· 'eo,n~i~g~tfons ·it· obtaint?d the 
!{~y.· · :~~~s· ·.'.·~~~c,~~~l :f,or :11i:~P~~tor;>•wn~ · conti!111ed .:,their 

·pastor 'Uhtiil787';:I1Fthtfyei!i·"1789 ·thecongregationiobtained 



the '~ini:;terial~abots 'of the>Rev. ,Samuel Houston w~o .. con­
tihues· to' be 'their ·pastor· yet , by the pi:eserviJ'.lg . 4indness , of 
· t>ttivi~e1tc~.t' · . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . ·. ._ . . .. · . . . 
...•. _ , ' 'Fhi~', __ \V~·:ev~d~~·~lY·wr~ttett in', 1819;}~: ~h.e :wdt¢+ cqptinµes: 
"Tb.e· C:9~P.~g~tion of:~F-allirig 'Sp~g: .~t this, da.t~, · '{iz~ .April· 
18·19~ copsists·of: the foll~\\tinir:member$N . .. . . 

·•_ !i(}W~' i~··n ~eems·:unlikely that·: tne write:r,.would refeI'· to ·so. 
fong ' ·a .Reripc! as'.'l 74f}4786 ..• ~'·. '•several·yecµ;s, '~:' it ·: ~lsp s~~:rns 
uD.lJ.kt?~r: that ·,~~: ,would: :cQtJ,Sid~r:,_• .• at·i~ter:da~e; of:o.:rg~ization 
~~~· 17~~ ~t$OO~'· att~r the s~t~li)lg·:~ft~e::QO.un~y." · .. It is very 

·~i?~~bl!, ·, tn~refor~,_ .that· .~tl1e··· ·Bev~:':~ames ,~c~onnell was. the 
· · - ~~fp~s;<?r~: and·' th~t · F~ling: .~P+:~~f~~ the '. iirst 28 Yle?rs of 
· f~· ~li$~<)~)" wa~,'·l1s· thia' ·:U:nlt~o~ - ·-writ'ei,"·;; ·sa.Y~(''· ~'-a· · yacant 

•·c~urc;h '.~¢\Vit,J.gisuppli~s· _.fr9~··· :.91,lt!f~n~:··•P~e~~yt~ries. ~t · .·.·.· ·· 

~f~ef:~Inem~~~;~n;=. =~ 
. ···~ti.ti~ - ~C>~l'i- i:a~ta;~: ~~e~ -~eUiplet~n;>:ah~ , _ Ja¢9h'.•Hickm;;in. 
··1J17h, fQ.rtu?la~e,~~,· - ~e _ · ·gi\t,e~ ',~":val.~abl~ .•- fqotilote: · .. , '~Thei~ 

·p#,~~~e~~~r~:. ·: Yv-~e' .. · ·~~~tt$ \~~1CfOI1f' W~~ ,: ·.~~xtQfi, :···: .. ·John 
~f~~D.Ie7~·:losef>h:• S11~d~~s1 _· •-~avi~• .Steele,. :·~~lll~¢l·· :McCluer 
· a#~. , ~C!s~pf . \V~~k,er.:~1· deceased :o~ ir:ein~;~.dli:_ •. · ··. · ·: ··.· 
· · Of tn~se ·s~~ijn, · it. seem.s- ~afe '.:to ~s~y,that 'l'h~tria.~ · ~axton 

• _was,·one· '.·~~, _:t}le .....• efder~ ·. "e,I~e~~d. ··-~i •• .ta~ , · ~f!]lµr(!p~s>~~g~J~ation, 
· fo~. ,he\·\V~s;: ~orn" bef~re ~: :trt20 5 an~ ·~~ds iis)t ·- ffis :·:'.tombstone 

.. ;~~~~h1e~;·~~~::= 
~·~.·~,~---_ tl1~·~s.to11~ ·:was·:qo~ :at'••-•it~· ,~rlgin~··•l:oc~tion;; wh~~b -.was 
'no .·1on~er:·, ~~dverable;. a;b~d~ne~·hit>)~~entio.n :'lf , r.f;!m<>ving 
it: ·wit:tl~·'tlle_ ··as~~·,of;hj5 ,ancestor ;:to this ·~eme~~ry,·~-~ecause 

'be :w~toO'C(]nScj¢~t~o~.'. tQ ·be;·a.·_ ·part;~ ;to·'the '.'tal$e statement 
of ,·th,e "~ori~'~Ht!r~Fli~s tbe'>body· bf :W1Iorilai,I?~xton/~ Wil­
~~ P:a~tC>if ~lisf, have: be~n· ,•e~ted · elder ·J~ter ' o~ for ·he 
was ,<>!lly··_l6 y~~s>'oldj'Jl' , 1'7~8. : A ~am~ei: ~cCiqer ·· di~d in 
i:~9,.::~~- if ·tfi.~~is , the , ~lde~,,- _~e · +nay ihave· l>~enone _ ·el~cited 
_\Vh~11~ t~~: ch¢:cn.• w~:s : organiz~;~~ But}ie ~ had: a son~ 'S~rnuel~ 
·@d __ ·a· ~amu~l ''McCltier!s<n~~ ,,is :· o!l th~ - #?~: ~u)lseription 
li~t ·· . f?r t~e · 'bµil~g of _th,7: s~one- cli~ch':P.riOt . t9f 'l~'W4~ .• Al~o 
on the lis~·are the-names oI'Joseph Sli<>dgtass,'/DaVid :Steele 

. . . . 
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and ·.Jos¢P~'Walket, ·. bl.lt·in·· the: , absenc~ otd~te~,:!?f:; .,~e.: fl.r,st 
·· two~ ·tliey .may;or::rnay: npthave ·b~t1n:;Qf .it}i~ , .o;igiµ~l · ~!~~~s. 
~e~: w~s- ~: ~?se~~ Wal~7r . (born 1722). of the ~eJ;t:;;<~i~~k 
~~lke.~s, ·!fhose: ·;~aughteri · .. S~~,, m~trd~~ ,J<?hp)?~~~9.n; son 
of· Tfio11:1a~l;;buried).b~;re;:,f~1P.:1,~3,2: anp . pr1:~9m~~~y J~.e .. ~Ider 
of 18~9. Th,is J osepfr:W~ll~ef:;i~· s.aid.> tp 1;ta;ye .. re~Q'\re,cft~1: !{~n~ 

·· ·t~~kjt~: · an~' ,·~~y1;fiay~ , been.):Qf:.; t~~> el~~r~ .. dec;:eased ~pr :.· ·re­
rnove,d - ·p+i~~ ~o _:t819: >BUt: th~~e was . ~!l9the~ .Iosep~ .. ~~l.~er, 
whose·W::il'e'-iV'aS '~'~e-:.~ooi;~,; apd ,w}iose-,d~ug~t~r' M,ar~<;ir:et, 
mai:riecfas :: his .· ~econ~' ~e .th~ R~'V· :: Sam'1etl[i>iis~o,~, , .~nd 
ano~hei of: whose." d~ug~ter~, !'4ar:th~ : M:~1,':;tn~ieg J?.op~}l:oo 
·in •.. ~Bl~: :In: l8:2~ : John .. ~9~~00~~,::E~ec11koi; .,.~ig;~e~ ~tJ·~q~ipt 
· for··:~ao.oo. ~~m .. ~ol\n. . s. ,~~CJ~e-,for : ::, ·.s~at.~. 'fctlli~€f:$i>¥ing 
· ~eet~·g ; H~t.tS~, .. · ~e/:Pr:oP.ert:r :pf Jan~ .• M(alit~r, .,Dec~ 4~,.~·wi~ow 
: o.f: if6$~~~,.:~al~~i;; :J)e!!':d~, r~2,Q:.09;::0( . tJ}is ·slim ~~· P~!-d ·.~t-her 

· .. ·r~qu~~tA'fo~t~~ , hi~all;In8· ,of:' -th~<t4~e~i~g ,~o4$e ;·~~~·, .. (f~aye­
~.~),;;.:u. h · y~~:r~~;s~~dy\::S,:ous~/j.}~, ~l)i~ ·J:o~~Rh .Waj!t~r. ~~sjhe. £t.!(i~r .· y 13·:, 

~·. it ' d<?eS/~~t ,~ee~ '.~ilte~y; •,tpat~ '.he W~-~ e,l~~t~d' , ~~ ~fi~ly •~s , 1.f~8. 

,, a. ·~,~~~~~i~~~rt;~i.~flf~Z~ 
fore. .. tile · se~~i>n>.t<>-- ,giye ·reason., for ·absent.¥Jg . pl~~~~f;,:.'tfom 
~or~hw~ ·;~e~·:s~~ed:: ... ~'.'fha~ ;:on · ,a::.<;e~t~ . occ,asion ,.~~~"P~stor 

····itJ. ·· :~~t~i~lt~~~:·qµe~~iQ~~~·· fdr· : .. ~fl.e :• ' P~Pos~.· ...•. <?f. ·· ·c~t~C?!-1isi#g,,the 
c(>~~~g~ti<)n:-.9lliirted,;;,to. .> ~ye:•,il :50PP:Y1·~Q .. ~int; . · apd ·, tJJ;1t--~qme 
~i.#¢~;·'~~~~~~~i'!.~~~il.;':~~~t)rt'.tt?~c;{,; ·~~~,·· · ph~? '.sow·~: of;::t,~~ ·.~~m­

. m~g~tto~'.:~e~~:',~iss~~i$fieci ::~~$h, '1lis · ,~~~~i~ge, , ,~wd,,, ~~(''(the . .. ·;~~~w;~t~~:r4~:~~:~wt~st: 
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church and 'became o~e of the· foµAders .. of .. M~. Zio:n . c:;}i..urch. 
Ja~e!f:~empletgµ ·is prpb~bl~: .ihe. :tinan· W;~9>J#~~~4 ~liza­
b~th : Edxnori~son: :in . ;i7~2 •. , Wliji•arn, M:c:t:iutt.: s~elll,~ ·· .... to ]Jave 
· .. 07en .. the· '~ep)iev1•.0£ .~exan~er·.M¢~µ,t.· ... qf:. ~~~a.·. ~c?tl£l •··f~e. 
J obn J?~ton :~a~· bee,n f,~fe~etJ .. to :~Y~P~~;:lik~!Y· tile so~:f . of . 

· 'F~~1lla~ '~8;:?Ctqn.,yJ(lmes .;~~n4: lplip. .. ~a4;<i; ·,1:>9t:\1. ~µp;~cl here, 
w¢re fatfi.er;· · a11d son '~nd· c~e to ~o¢;Isbi:~\ig~. eQµnty; about 
~so9. J ohn.~s yo¥ng~r·:l).r9~h~J:~ IP.ayj<f: .~~ir-4 W8:s~ aj~o.,,qi~til~. an 

. eld~r ili 1830:.Bot}J.; rµ~n;jeci>d(J~ght~p~ . of Majo:r .. IJayid Ed­
.. niond~on . and· his ··wife~.JSldly Pa~to.n,. a da.µgp.t~r :.of the .old 
eldel{1··'11llQtr1as ~a,c~~~· ·· : . ·.. . . · . > · · . · .·.· .• · · 

·. ()f<th~ 8.4 ~ ;~pri\f:ate · ~~~b~~s~1 in, . 1~1~i- .. thirt~~~~ ~eJ;e Pax­
t~11;._ . ·.six ··. · .. wei:e ··.Mc:f,lt1f~,.,;.,.,~9agl:!e~.· .'D:9:~i~~y~p~. · .... i~()ng~on 

·· ·num~ered· :fiv,~ : ,~ach; W:elpJ1 · :,f~~i'''(;i;~~l1\l-~e;,. iji<J,~~n, ·. Mc~ 

. ;n:;::if~: .. d:~::;;:~~.~-)~~~!;~: 
· · Dayl~:;oni ~a,thews/,Er\li~e~ ·.!lltiC.i-~y; :Cl~~ef,H~l.t.on,.S.~ele, 

=:::-v~=k;'~~Qu,~1iarn·~~Y.npco~.~~-
>T:he. ,Be~· : S~ueF~puston · w~ pas~pr #ow',·1791 to .'1820, 

··. ··;~;!a~;~~t;~~:~~:r·.~~~; 
were: ,:notkpubUsned :~n~iiia~~,.':®.dF's~ '~\W~u.;,$~§~i91l·CU.'· r~cords 



a ~8.J?ritr}>ft~:~~dourths of'-su~h, proprietors as are of said 
d.enonihiation' shoa.11 .~agr~e ~cv~liepate it . t~ · ~o111eo~er~.;deno­
miriation/ o~ ··· to . dispps~,ofit ·' ~or .some •, ot~er, ,pu~o~eJ',E.ach 
f>t"oproieto! 'bag : · t~e righ:t-- ~ to ~isp.~se, ;of . his .·pfoperty _i~ ...... the 
saido;1rtiilding 'iagreE?a~ly .to t~e de~ign of<·the ·· house : · ~nd;the 
standi~g -~ul,~~}of ·~~~e~ot(lp~n~.">But~n ceasing . ~obe. a:iµ¢m~ 
be"r ()i'tri use .ll:i$~rop~~~!, ' "~~ . sh~~ not . haye.thepqv;er to 
. llitJ:d~r the e?~g~~g~tioti-;:to 1et •o\lt :·stic:h\ pe\Vs • .• •. -to .sJ.+c;h · 
p~~s&#s· . ·:~~-~~y· · ;w.ish · t~ "?cc~})~ : th~111~" ·The · supscriptions 
were to ·· be •pS.itt'•fQ' "managers"· appointed : by th~. $Ubs,cribers 
to have . the• .. w~rk ~~rfonne~ . .. "The · ki~d, di~ensions, . and 
p~ari •. ?f '\\7h,i~fr·i h9u~~ ···· fa .to be : d~~erll,l~ned·· ·by ·the Votes on 
wliose p~t·· .th~ '~~j()~ity :· of: Sub~~~ipti'.ons•.is;u. 
· .. The ··sec~n~·: sut>~cri!ltio~ · ·~a~·:'~-fcit .b1lilding· .. ·pf•·. a .. pulpit .· .. and 

• pewin,g• ()~: the · irI~~ti~g · ~~11se ·()n eol_: :Pos~ys land,':~' ·· and on 
March ·2~;< 'l794(tij;e:lpews ·we~e ,cJesi~ated first -<:lass ·. to ·· sell 

· at .. 4 shilltn~s6 'p~fiee : p,er J:fo~t ''for'-"rai~dng · .. tn~- ~al~cy·'a11nu· 
. ··ally;h Sec.drid: ~lass at -~: sfiillfugs:;--:tltitd. <CbiSS'' at· 3>shilliJl'gs, 6 
pencet a~d fo\l~th}~lass ~t .a. shillings. · Briit"in'.-case: n:ot}=~ough 

· ;~e~s. ·were ~.~a.~~~1 ,to~ 111~R~··•••·u~jtbe .. •s·~~y, -~he· .. pric~r,.~as ;·to ·.be 
r~~¢cto:n · .!h°.se . ··tl'tat;:.: ·wer~ 't~~n .. ,At:,.the>same •. time.; James 

··•Dr~~~~-; · J.~$e~~ :~ ~~r~tll~~s, ' · '~net ; Josel'lt ·Walker '~:wel'e .'.· .. ap­
·.pointe(i· co~tn~ss~p~:r~ ;t?·:~e~late·:.th~ :se~ts ,'a'.Jil(i . .direct:~per­
soris 1-Vhe,t:~ '·to sit :vv~t) naV:~ ·:n~t·.y~t;tfi~en pews;~' .• :.:•. · .. ·. 

· .. '··· · · ··· T}ii~, · ·~'~ '~!. ..•. ¢~r~o~at~!i~!>:of,., a~·!' i11eident.····· rela~ed ···.to . me 
, .wnile·,I :'."as ~~st6r;,:1\~~~.~, ~erha~,,Jhes~~ornrilissronei:~ceased 

. ·:~arter.~a/ ~~9~·. ~il ... tf~r~~~:,. th'ejrfcl~t~,';.as. 0after '. the. re~~d,eling 
· of: the ;:flo?~;tplatic :;tll; ~l'!tt~~ws; ~}teire:·,:w~r~ · · t~kem 'rx¢eJ>t· onet 
,,. .~esi~at.ett.~s: ·r'p~~lie1t s7~t.''::~~rw~~,;s.~· :!~~ , ~~qry •goes;. the 
· pa.st6r; ,be~~tn~ : c~n¢~rn~d·:·-tou·ge,t ,· .cer.tain :·P.e<iple .. ;to,;chu!'ch 
w}jo'. .. w~re .. n()~ atte~d.i~g,1,i .. l>,ecaµse · t}1~y -~elt : ~ut-Qf-place . in . 
. · w~li:t · -~a<t:· ,?oill~: ·t9',be. c~~-d . ~~t~e sil~'·:~~(l:satin co~~ega­
tion/' ~ne . :tn~J;l · :tbe·:~ast()t; ::felt ~w.'()'UlcI be; the :key Ihaii, ·.fol-
1~\\T.ed: bY' .. tl~~er~··~· .. ~e' .. ·~o~d: .. ;b~ .. ··gotten·.···t() .. come•.;to; church . . At 
.last ~evs~~:ured :tpe. :rn;ant$ :pro:mis~ to· C!.:>me~ .Tile. ri~xt .Su?Jday 
he .. ca~e;· ~¥te,¢Cl· '~d_-fbo~ ~:bl~ seat<weiluptoJthe :_front~ T:he 

, . f~ilywho~~ p,~.it -'.\Vasf: arri;v~_d:,and~ stoo(i' in the aisle ·look­
. ing , at hirri nntfl: }le got: ilp and'. took another, seaf farther 
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baciti 'l:he ·f~ily.wtiosE; ;P~W t~at~~f~~r~y~g ~t:lzyi~e ~im 
no,,mqi;e'·:welco1ne.-:~q,;. p~;v:in.~ ,,pt"gtj)~~~(.i:> .y.o · .litte~.~ \ the · serv- · 
ieei -:tbe;:ma1l: ·· W:~i+t:· :.~q~f ·t9wi4, .. iJI JP:~:_-_QASe~~#~· Bt .. :.t~e ' _~}ltirch 
a box,,. witb·;Wht¢1r he ·J.:~iuj,~e<t~fJ: µp9!l :~ft~yh,ri~ ~pe ~isl~, 
he sat during the service~ But he did _ not come. b~~w~g~i~! 

By; <th~ ·"'remodel~g, qf •. th~ 41oq:r .. Pl~~.J~t:~·~:t'~HPl1ed, :the 
numhe.r~f-·- s~~ts.,. ~ff~·Ancr~;i~e4 {~9m <'2.;~t9 . ~>'P~ .. ~q:,::l~ei .. were 

· soldt~t'. pt:ic,e$ r~gif!g . f1:9;m, ~Q .. ~q~~~fl)e .. ~,pq4~}~,-~ $fi~jq.gs 

· .. :o;~~~-~~AA~~;;~n:; 
l~ast·.:600 .. po\lndS . . •lfeJ:~ 1~tev1d~ny~ ;pf,c,9~~~q~;r;~~J~ ·W?:rea~e 

. i~~ljE!iliiJ;tiS 
.·w. ·. Ho~.s.ton's time,_ tlie ·other ·4~lto , l)e~~:'.: ;t~~~ by _,!:Ugh 

· · ~=~~~:'=~~;i:f~;;i;~~~;~ 
7?"~0·;::~:71&1;;~~ ·1&~,'.Gli~hest .. 

tenan Fo~nQ.at1o?l ~t Montreat,/\1Vb~t~Jt: .. ~ · a -VcUued .addi- . 

tii!~~~~-w~ o~l~ ~cl. ~ai; ; llot ~ 
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pla2e~' ~y1 ~, ~~~· .·· ~~~~~~~~'··· · as ~t~te~i~ ;· s~me· .'accoun~s1'.but 
ace~J;,qi~~f ~~·.~~, (~tt14Y ,:~ofi" ·~.!l·~.·'~~~noTi~y·.·. ·olhis ,~~the~:·who 
reiii~~~e~~u .•. :~ee·ing1t.f ... te~·-0figi~~,· ·.~\lilding ''. ~~~··· ·'.·Weathet• 

~~i~ttd',;~, t~:~~.~: · U$e 'Ulitil . the' ~~d.· •chu~ 
· .... ~ti~:··s~~qp;~·.· o~B~~~· · '..·vv::~;. ····~·~ .•.. · ···~~011e an~······· .of···· dirnensiQ~s~if 
t~~ .·~/ · ,; ···,·· ·~~·· ·th~.:~oor•; ·:i~ ·~11 · ~he ·Tr~~~ur~r:1sr13~ok,Js:,ac.~ 
~i.i~~te · .. · ...... ,.'.:::'k~~F· :·" ~~P '·•·'''··· ,, , ~~~* · 48>1)&· 40· ~~:.~~· !t>s;ood••on;,,the. . 
we~f .. t;i~~ »9~ ,tli~t<!e.~et~ ' ·.··· .• '. .. ~bd~~ lifilf:'"\'.\!a~ . a~~n. »the •. fertce .. 

~~fttl~l~;~~;:l~~;:;~~:.r~~=~;:: 
\\7111,i~ .. ·· ;. ~ .•· .. ·1ttl~~· ··.i~· ··· ·~~~· • · 'litt~t'~~ .;d~e~ .·there:. is · m~~tiot,t •. •o.f•· the 

.~~ai~I,t~~~~~f~i~~=tlf~s,1to~Q~~:; 
· · r¢l'a,iiy~' t~ ,f'~A~#1~~~· ~?~}~f:~tv~yartf: .. & ~Meeting ·Mouse &' i o.r 
J3tl.!l~ifl~ }t~e '':~~'.i.1~~:: ·~~~$~,·,·' /' ; '<··.•: ...•... ·······• . . . ·.···· · ·.·· <··.·.· ·· ,?.;<.··· ···· ..•..... .._ .. '.• 

Qp~: ~f'· ~nr~~619~c!al::?rd~r~. •·o~t ~n ·. thisconne·ctioµ, ·.tl'la~ :be 

.~llliltl~fiii~~ 
th~~ :~r~?~i~ ••.. ~~~ •. · ~<>:P~ • ... ~~(;{;-c~~fi~7~ce .. that .. n? , ~~~ist~r: will .·. 

=~~~-!~~!l~-~=it:l~~lt 
cepted;'~\ > 't ; ' ' ' ' > < · .. ·· . .. ··.. : .. •. ······. . ' ' . ,. ' ' .· ·. ·. . . .. · .. . i .. · .· . . ' 

· . . ~e ~~~tp~sto~ ~f. t~~ ~~~~~g,tio11:·:'!~~e · it: ~9is~1pped 
in.the stOn~~': Cfiureb: 'was the :Rev::', Jofin '!)~~:Ewing;'· called · in 
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October, 1822 and installed April 261 -1823, "at ari ordinary 
meeting•of ·Presbytery," in the language of thE!Session. Book 
which .then proceeds to record the names of the elders and 
the private members, as. of . .:fanuary ... 1, .. 1823. Tpe el~ers .. were 
the same as in -1819; with SQme changes)n the roll of mem­
bers, ·which. had increased,to ·93. ·There were more .of the 
name of Laird, Douglas~ Grigsby, Poague, McClure; and 
Hamilttin;. not so many of Edmondson and Welch; Glasgpw 
andTrimble1 Cunningham, Edley,Dixon, and McCorkle .had 
disappeared; Houston; Carpenter, , <:!YicCoppin, Goodwin, 
Walker, Gr~hamand •Ewin had .appeared. · 

The mo~t interesting reminiscing Qf,this perio.tj..is tpat of an 
unknownlady written for the late·.Jqdge·w. Rlfoustonand 
published in theoDecember, 189:4 .Coun.ty News. 

"I remember nothing of :Falling Spring while Mr. Houston 
was the pastor. ·:My recollections .g() . back . no Jurther than . the 
pastorate of the Rev. J ohnD.• Ewing. I went to diurch ·when 
a very smaU girl . riding p~hind someon;e with my green and 
white plaid sun bonnet. It w~ aJqng road, but very qeligh.t­
ful to·• lne . t.o have the · privilege ol gping. · l can· rememb~r 
when. they had ·two · sermons, with . a&hort in~~rval ·between 
during. w)l.ich we ate our simple lunch. A. very few .times 
we·went down to the spring,. a v~ryJarge one, from.which 
I suppose the church ~ooklts name; But going out.and walk­
ing about was not approved by our parents, and .we gener­
ally . top~ .our lunch in . the ·. pew. · The .practice · of preaching 
two s~m:non.s !Vas soon given· up; and afternoon preaching at 
some. neighborhood school house or .private residence took 
its place. Few :days in the w'jnter were too cold ·for us to 
take the six .mile' ride, ami .. if we were very cold we went 
into the . Uttl~. se:?sion· roomin· the .cornet of. the yard, where 
a good fire was kept. There were no stoves in the church for 
many years after I first went thel'e ~ ~ . The church- was of 
stone, about square, l think, the roof rumililg to a point, but 
without belfrey. or c~pola. There was'. no bel1. For a long 
time we had a close -little wooden pulpit, I think but one set 
of steps enteringit. There was -a sounding board which over­
hung the head of the preacher, to . which the swallows· flew, 
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and perched upon after coursing over the heads of the con­
gregation. lsuppose they had nests among the timbers of the 
roof. , A , part · of this sounding board was gilded, the rest 
white and the inside ·blue. After a while the spirit of im­
provment reached us, and the old pulpit was removed, and a 
new structure -substituted, with · a .railing, crimson .cushion 
for the Bible, etc .. There were four doors to the building, 
arid, I . think, seven windows, one back of the pulpit The 
aisles were paved with· brick, and there were two square 
pews on each side of the church. Our elders were John Laird 
and Joseph Paxton, ··arid when.I would see them ·. coming 
down >the aisle on communion occasions with the bread and 
wine, I fooked:uporithem aspriests officiating inthe temple 
and able to come nearer holy things than those around them. 
There was a· small .table placed in the aisle, which· they cov­
ered witha cloth and then placed the breadanq·.· wine· upon 
it. ·Two ·bill · benches · or ~ narrow tables were placed on each 
side extending the full length · of the aisle · in front ·of the 
plllpit,.with benches oliead:f side. These-narrow ·tables ·were 
a!So covered with clOths. The communicants came forward 
and took· seats at · these, tables, and were : addressed by the 
minister ·· while the emblems ·were >distributed. Sometimes 
this required several;addresses, as when the first set were 
through another took· their places.I only remember ·to. have 
seen 'tokens' distributed once. These were little medals of 
metat·whieh each communicant was required to . harid the 
elder . as evidence that ,he or she \vas ,entitled to commune, 
and we:re-given to those only whoin the Session -Considered 
worthy~ The singing was led by a elerk1 ·who raised the tun.e 
and lined out the hymn, reading two lines at a time. The 
clerk sat immedi<t.tely in ·tront of the pulpit, ·and. in my· time 
Ben Welch ··· performed · this duty. Mr. Ewing was a sweet 
singer . and lhtroduced mfuiy new tunes." 

In Mr; Ewmg•s pastorate of 33 years, there was a period 
of .unprecendented prosperity material . and .spiritual. From 
931 the· membership grew to 223 in 1835, its· peak for the 
perfod . of this sketch. Many additions on . profession of faith 
---58 it1 1831; 25 in 1833; 56 in 183~vidence of a real revival 
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The healthy condition of t~e church is indicate.<.I al~o ~Y its 
fiveSunday ·SchOols in 18~5 anckin fl.ddition a }Veek,-day Bible· 
class in the summer. Ov:er 200 members w~re rep~rrted un­
til l840;when .the Session · BoQ~ re~ords: .. "Wheref1~ .consid­
erable inaccuracies having crept into t:he repqr,ts .of the Ses.:. 
sion/ as to. the number of .· communica~.t~ from.Jhe · ir1~egular 
withdrawal ol members, · .al');d. on . a ca~efuJ. e}{~minatfoµ _and 
correction ·· of our · list, .. d.o fi:nd ··· it Jq· be .· as . foll~w~.: Tgfal per 
lastyear report should be 1.34. Add~d- on· c:ertiiicate JO. Died . 
7. Actual number at present .137 ~,~ . . · . 

This considerable · loss .seems .to ·be partly. e?CPlained . by 
two entries in 1835. On~ deplores "a violent sectarian inter­
fere.nee .> • · • to the injury of the spirit of :reJigion," hut .. ex­
presses the belief that this is. "dying a 1).aj;llr'fll death n and 
has been ''overruleq to tl:i.e good . of the cln~r-(!h.tt The qther 
resolution ''Thal this •. ·. sessiqn .·• c<msidef& ttit; "with(jra wal of 
any members Jro1ll th~ comnmnioµ .o~ this chu+ch, without 
application :for dismission1 as an act C)~ conte1ppt to the .con­
stituted authority· of the>church of . Christ and, a yiqlation 
of the · vows ·of church. ro.~mbership,. and .· calls .for . the exer­
cise · of the discipline of the .church." 

But besides thist the church must have Jost many . of its 
members 111 conseqµen~~ of · the western mi.gratio11, which 
:from thjs part of the Valley r~ached large pi:oportion$ dur­
ing. the years of Mr. Ewing's pastorate . 

. There was growth, too ·· in contributions • to . tlie «:;h'lirch. The 
·pastor's· salar,y h~d · -been increased> as shQwn by. the· one 
refer~nce to this matter in .the Session Bo0,~ Jor 1819 .. 1843: 
''As.·to the ... suppor:t ·.·· promised the . pa$tor :th~ / congregation 
h~ve dear wi~h the la.st . <{ay ;of . 1832~ They ha.\Tepaid .for the 
year 1831 ·$388 .. 57 .... 3"4 ·and-.. for the .year 1834:. $~64.44 1-2.,, In 
1825. :for the first time was recorded . a contribution to a bene-

. volenc~$21.66 to the lt!is;;io~ary Fund. Adecrease in 1830 
was .. supplemented ·· by nine barr~ls ... ot fiQUl.' · "~or ... poor .. and 
piou$ youth.'1 Were youth. of the. b~ser sort le~t to . go h~n­
gry? In 1831, Home ,Missions < received $37 and Education 
$30. In 1836, the Session passed a Resolution dec;laring.it the 
duty of a ch4rch to contri'Quteto "all soGietiesJnstituted for 
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the spread of. the Gospel," and appointing four collections 
annually "for ~he .more systematic and .efficient discharge of 
this duty}' The result was a considerablee increase hut this 
no~ . belli~ n}aintained; the session ~ecorded, without com­
ment, on . actioh. of the Pre~byter!, which . indicates that .. this 
faifure .was .. p~e~alep.t, and. by ·. w~ich au its ·· members, were 
"e~joined . to · ex~l.ain and . enforce the duty of contributing 
to ail the objects ·. of Gospel charity sanctioned and recom­
mended· by the judicatories of our ·church." But the .decline 
continued, accounted for in large part here by the decreas· 
ing membership at this time. 
· Arid yet, more than average material prosperity marked 

this ·congregation durirtgthese years. In the earlier.parts of 
Mr. EWing*s p~storate~ there. were, built according to Dr. E. P. 
Tompkins, many of the 60 brick homes he could count in 
N attlral ·Bridge Distriet~ a greater · part of whfoh was, in the 
bounds ··of ··· the •Falling Spring ·· congregation, · ·and . some· of 
th est:. were the. finest in the . county. Perhaps the contrast be-­
tween their new homes and the old · church had something 
to do· with the building Of this structure, begun wlien the 
era of prosperity was at · its height just·before .· the Civil War. 

Since the membership had more than -doubled, it seems 
.strange fo find no evidence of thought of a larger .building in 
Mr. Ewing's time;·Perhaps th_epreaching "in remote corners 
of the congregation" (report.ed as part' of Mr; Ewing,s work) , 
or where som.t of' the · fi.ve Sunday .schools were· held, was 
the only preaching attended by a considerable number of 

· . the ·. m~llibers; so tha.~the stone church could accomodate the 
· congregation ,which' gathered there. At any rate; Mr. Ewing's 
pastorate' :en~~?; and that ,of '.the· Rev~ W. F. ~unkin's began 
in 185.5: ilt th.e old chur:h and wit~ the ~embersnip only 105 .. 

·. 1'f ov,r agai~ t!1er~ \Va~ a prosperous p:riodi the membership 
growing steadily even during 'thEf years of war. In 1859 it 
was 165; and '.in the next yettr thi's building was ,begun, to be 
finished and . dedicated in 1864 at a meeting of Presbytery, 
the '.follciwing account of which was published in The Central 
Presbyterian: . 

''Our recent meeting was one of greaflnterest to the Pres· 
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bytery it~elf · a.mi · to the ·.· F<tl~ing Spring .. congreg~tion. The 
new churl;!hwhich was co:rnrn.enced before tl:l.e war, ,but. the 
work of w~iQ{l h?s been suspend~ci fortp,Qre than a . year, 
until wit}1jn .. tl1e las~ six · mon~lis . wa,& :(oi;~~l.~ d..edic.£tted to 
God's . worship on . SC1tµrqay during· ~lie . ~e~~ing •. .Brother 
Grasty p;reach~d an .... apprqp;tiflte serrn<>ll. · .. <m· t,he occa~ipn. 
After the dedieati9n services wete. concluded, Jhe p~ws· were 
rented__.and all were t£,tken ez;~eptthose fu lhe .gallefy. This 
is . worthy qf no~e. "1'hen the cap~city ... qf the church ·is con· 
sidered. It will c:omfort~bly seat !00 P~F~9P.~· 'rh~ pe\V? were 
rented on a c.orn iµst~aci o~ a It10n(;y ba~i~1~,~ach pew was 
v~u~d . at . so ma.l}y bush~ls pf corr+ and then),mld for prem­
ium . . ·. The flmount i:ealjzed was 1,qOQ. ~µ.sl}els of . corn . (1,200 · 
busheli) of which .. is the sal~ry of the pa.sto:r~ brother W. F. 
Jupk:fr1) .and $~,000. Such ?lil ... instari~e (.)f li}ler~lityi~ worthy 
of . imitatiop . .. 'rh~ cong;regaUon ... · has/ beeri heav.py . ta~ed to 
com,plete ~.he f!f3W buil~.in~. Tli,e gi~c1Jiti~s which .th~y had 
to ·su~m.ount were• trµly tormi<;ahle. T4enew ydifice' is per .. 
haps t})e l1\0St cap'+gious ~:Il4 hanqso:me w~st ot Jhe Blue 
Ridge, ~.nd is an. o.r.-nament . tQ t:l:l?>whole v~ll~y ~ 
G~neral Rosser's Cav~lty B:r;igadr V/'1~, e:g<;am,ped .ftl the im· 

mediate vicipjty ot the churc~, and, a . large nl,ltµh~r of of­
ficers •• a.pd, me:Q .· .<J.ttet;lded -·~l;l.E!· .. me~+ipg~ . of .Pi:esbytery, .. and 
the daily pµblic p,reachmg .•. was · .. list~neci ... ·to with evident 
m~rks of interest/' 

It is significant . that this li~e.rality f9llo~ed a~ evident 
awakeningtothe ,~eaµi1,:tg of.stewarct~hip! Fo~in . 1856, there 
was an ·• unpr~ce~ent.e¢l cqntribt~tion . o+ . ~500 .. to ed:µ.cation, 
with $227 more to other beti~'V()le11ces and. $800 to current 
faxpenses. TP,~ ... nexi Y~ar the ¥~~se we;~ bµilt, ~t . a cost of 
over $3,000. And in 1.~59, $9QO was c011triln.1ted .t9 Equca_tion, 
$140 tq qther I?enevo1ences1 and . ''at le.ast $?0 a :(ear for five 
YeS;rs~' w~s . promised . to t~e Ferr.tt!le 90Jle8iate .Institute at 
Cbristiansbµrg~ · · , · 

This interest in ed~cation is.shown also in a .. sessional :r{gc­
ord o:f 1857 .that it wa~ . agreed tq esta.])lish a . d~ssical. school 
as propos{!<i by the p~st0r, . ''n9ne 'b~ing aqces§~l;>le." The ses­
sion was to have the contr9l and the ~election of teachers, 
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the pastor ''to arrange the studies and fix the schedule of 
tuition fees and to make same known to the pub Uc/' The com­
pensation of the teachers \Vas' to be the tuition fees after all 
necessary :t~enses were paid. J ~ ... Wilson Poague was ap~ 
pointed principal, and the pastor with EU Poague and R. C. 
McClure a committee to .secure a suitable place, etc. The 
schoolwas,to·begin ·mseptetriber, 1857. But no· suitable place 
had been found by Novefubei·~ when the matter was post­
poned. J\fter the war, FancyHill Acade1ny, at first co-edu­
cational, was started by David E. Laird ·and Col. W. T, Poa­
gue, who served this church both as 'deacons and elders. 

In June, 1861, the Session gave the pastor leave to serve 
three months as chaplain to the Rockbridge Rangers, con­
tinuing hi~ salary a~ . us.t1~1. But ~r. Jun~in served to . the 
end of the .war,returning iro:rn time to time ·· for preaching 
and pastOral duties: Also · irt 1861, the Ses$fon went · on record 
as willing to receive tnfo . their homes \VoUnded: $qldiers from 
hospitals and to do all in tnefr power for their comfort and 
restoration. In 18~5, there was ... an informal . meeting of the 
Sessi<'n t!i~~ ~~veral pr6inineny members of the church for 
consuftation. concerning "the''present state of the country1 

and. a~ ~o .· th~ · duties of . citi~ens.'' in . th~ face of. "cetfain ques­
tions tliey may have to decide, if the enemy should come 
into our conimunity and , establish military power there;"' 

In 1$67, .:thelas~ of .Tulr· ... ~tmkin's pastorate, ·with a mem­
bership of 195'; there \Vere 170 enrolled . in Sunday School, 
$345 . was . cont~~buted to benevolences, and $1,060to current 
expenses~a .c~editable repor~ for . such a , tim~. The largest 
con.tributiont°: . a. · ~ene';olenc:e during the war was .$250 in 
1864 to "Publi~a.tiol1,'' · \Vhi~h, it}s. safe to say, was for 'Sup­
plying. :S~bles al1d. tr(tcts to .the sol~ers'. 
Th~ .. fruitful p~t?~at~ O.f· the Rev. D .• W. Shanks, D~ ·n., 

from 1868 . to , 1883 deserves more than this , passing mention . . 
But with . t~is. pastorat~ ~e have come . to within 50 ,years 
of this occasidn ·as wen as to the end of the time allotted 
:for this pape~ . . TM sJoi:y of these years may well await the 
telling ()f sortie future time when it can be seen in better 
perspective and historical significance. 
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But not alone the present with its promise and this recent 
past not mentioned. here, the more remote yesteryears 
sketchily presented as they have been constitute a· record 
of faith and cour~ge, of.saqrifice ~nd ~ervice f<;>rJhe church . 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the kingdom of Our God., in 
the light of which we realize the full des~rving by that first 
Iog church long disappe.art=d from i~~ site near the spring 
that gave it its name, but through nearly two ce.nturies prov­
ing itself the source of sµch a stream o~ bles.sing-the full 
deserving by that little church of the,_tribute of the Rev. D. 
L. Beard in his thesis, "The Origin and Early History of Pres­
byterianism in Virginia'': "These log churches in which · our 
:fathers worshipped deserve to be held in c:learer ·. memory 
than the battlefields of our history .. Theywere the Antiochs, 
Philippis, and Corinths of · the new world. 

'Aye, call it holy ground 
The spot where first they trod.' 0 



FIFTH QUARTERLY MEETING 

The fifth, · qUar~~~l~ . m~eting of the .Rockbridge Historical 
.Society was ~eld on Oct.ober 28, · 1940, in the Student Union 
Building. ~t . this nieetingt Mr. Horace S. Merrill gave the 
Society an interesttng account of the work done by the Wis­
consin .• _ . Historical · _Society~ 

Attiie filth quarterly meeting of the Society, the following 
officers were elected: 

President .... : .. ;.,; ............... ; .. ", .......... ... MRS.-... CHARLES McCULLOCH 
FirstVice..;Presideht ............. ._ .............................. Dn~ F. P. GAINES 

Second Vice-President... ..................... MR. JoHN A. GRAHAM 

Third Vice;.President. .............. ..................... DR •. G. BoLLlNG LEE 
New York City 

Fourth Vice PresidenL ......... MR. w. HOUSTON BARCLAY 
Witehita, Kan. 

Fifth Vice-President. ................. · .. ...... . ; ........... .. . L. BERKELEY Cox 
Hartford, Conn. 

Sixth Vice-President ...... ................... .... ...... .... .ALLEN McDOWELL 
Kent. Conn. 

SeventhVice .. President. .. CoL.T. A. E. MOSELEY, v. M. I. 

Recording Secretary .......................... MR. EARLE K. PAXTON 

Corresponding Secretary ........... . Mrss MARY P. BARCLAY 

Treasurer ............................................... ,. ..... MR. EARLS. MATTINGLY 

Libratian. .............. ............................................ ....... Dn. E. P. TOMPKINS 

The President appointed the following Committees: 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Mas. CHARLES McCULLOCH, e.x officio .................. Chairman 

Miss Mary P. Barclay Dr. E. P. Tompkins 
Mr. E-arl S. Mattingly Mrs. Rosa. Tucker Mason 
Mr. Earle K. Paxton Mr. C. Cabell Tutwiler 

Major Paul Welles 
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COM+v!ITTEE ON HISTORICAL RECORDS 

DR. JAs. LEWIS HowE ..... ........................................................ Chail-man 

Sun-COMMITTEES 

I. COMMITTEE ON ·GENEALOGY 

DR. E. P. ToM:PKINS ..................... ,. ....... ,_ ....... ....................... ,. .. Chairman 
Mr. B. F. Harlow Miss Maud Houston 
Miss Evelyn Nelson Dr. Reid White 

II. COMMITTEE ON BIOGRAPHY 

·DR. W. G .• BEAN ....... ~ ................................ : ...... , .. , ........... , ............ ;Chairman 
Cot G. M. Brooke CoL·Wmiam Couper 
Dr. L. ·C. Helderman J4r .. Harrington _Waddell 

m. COMMITTEE ON 

HISTORICAL LANDMARKS AND APPLIANCES 

:OR. LESI.,lE · L. CJ\,MPBELL ..... ; ............ o ..... . ........... , ... , ... ,. .... ~Chairman 
Miss Ellen .G. And~rson ¥r. W. Horace Lackey 
Mrs. W. D . . Hoyt .. Mr. E. T. Robinson 
Mt. J. Harry Lyle Miss Maud Houston 
Hon. Miles Poindexter Col. T. A. E. Moseley 

MEMBERSHIP .. COMMITTEE 

M1ss ELLEN · G. ANDERSON: ......................... ; ........................ , .. Chairman 
Mrs. M. B. Corse Mrs. James M. Davidson 
Mrs~ 4. C. Lee Mr. Frank:,Moore 
Miss Willie Moose Mrs. Ernest A. Sale 

W~ Twyman Williams, D. D. 

·PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

MISS . EJ.;IZABE'l'H BARCI,.AY ................................................. ,.Chairman 
Col. William ColJ.per Mr. John A. Graham 

Mrs. Frank Moore 

WAYS AND ·MEANSCOMMITTEE 

MR. EARL S . . MAttINGLY ........... ~ .............. ,. .......................... Chairman , 
Mr. John L. Campbe.11 fyiiss J ~nnie Hopkins 
Miss Marion .Jones: Mrs . . T~ M. Wade· 



ROCKBRIDGE AND ITS COUNTY SEAT 

The sixth quarterly. meeting . of the Society was held in the 
Student Union Building, on January 27, 1941. At this meeting, 
Mrs. Charles McCulloch read the following paper on the History 
of Rockbridge and its County Seat, Lexington, Virginia. 

Rockbridge county, like many other good inventions, is 
the result of laziness and economy! 

The . ~cat.tered .freeholders of the ·sprawling counties of 
·Augusta and B?tetourt were beastly tired of . jogging along 
through sleet or heat, mud or dust to far Staunton or Fin~ 
castle where court duties required several days stay in addi­
tion to the· days of riding. In Fincastle courthouse one can 
read, ''A petition praying to be excu$ed from attending court 
because of Jnconvenience in getting there/' The signers lived 
in what is now Lexington, Ky. 

But these Ulster ... Scotch were a conscientious people and 
to court they must carry their disagreements. Roads and 
:road rights> assault and battery, slander cases filled the 
docket. One case . albne suritmoned over 20 people, witnesses 
going from North River toJ:>ta.unton. Women, as well as 
merJ. witnessed. Fines and imprisonment were imposed for 
contempt of,_coUI't if they did not go. . 

So,Jt was a bright idea to bring Court nearer, make a 
smaller district eagier to keepin order and less costly~ 

Looking back to October, 1777, we must clear away all 
these familiar houses, these traffic burdened roads. We must 
see and feel the rocky ravines1 the soft billowirtg hills rolling 
on. and up . to t~~ m.ountains. But looking forward from the 
first white men's . coining we see changes, to~man made 
improvements. A traveler over North Mountain writes in 
1775 , "Everywhere . latge farms; like small patches, square 
and w:})ite, appear, £ar, exceeding far1 below our feet." 

The samr Ilaines appear on the same ~rants, but they are 
childre11 and gfandchildren-by the ·dozens--- of. the sturdy 
first-comers. ·The ·· old men sleep ·in ·the new church yards. 
But ofthat very firstgroup (who registered in 1742 in Orange 

( 
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Court House the most \Vesterly court) Jwo women siste:rs-in­
law are still gcilng ~trong. Wigowed. Mary greeplee~s caustic 
tongue, active as ever, and. beal,ltif.ul Mag~p_Iene .• Woods­
McDowell ........ B.017den, who~< ~~ad. in her ffowing green velvet 
habit, rode with her third husband, John Bowyer over.their 
wide domain$. Th:ey had not yeU:runt the stately Thorn Hill 
mansion which was finished. in 1791, when Magdalene was 
over 80. 

In these forty years everywhere had appeared comfortable 
. homes, uncomfortable m~eting hol!-ses1 mills, smithys . . The 
trackless wilderness was thre(id~d l:>y~trails made and . kept 
up by the near resident free~ho1ders. All tl'l.ese paths con· 
nected with the Great Road, whi9h white men and their 
horses . had trodden wide since their . forefathers had followed 
the first buff a1o and Indian trail down the . l.ong valley from 
Pennsy 1 vani~. 

By October> · 1777> a bilLwas ready . to pre~ent .in general 
assembly at Williamsburg. It w~s passed J;;tnuary .12, 1778. 
This act cut thrt;!e new cquntiE;s from oJd Augusta and Bote­
tourt; Rockingham from Northern Augusta; . Greenbrier 
iromS. W. Botetourt and Rock)jridge from the heart of both, 
thus making five . counties· .. oµ the area. of the ~wo. · 

One act applied the same rules, thriftily. tothe three. 
Our concern tonight is Rockbridg1a. 
February and March mud were .unfavorable for travel1 

so April 7-:a Tuesday--...was set for the initial courtto meet. 
The •place .was Sam'l Wallace's, .central ~nd accessible to the 
G:reat Valley Road, from which a lane lec:l to the .house. This 
lane is familiar. through the 0,t"der·· Books . of Attgusta and, 
after 1769, Botetourt. John · Paxtonwas ~011tinua1ly enjoin~ 
ing Sam11·waUace not .to close ·"a road'' both · used. 

This John Paxton had qome w!th his mother, ''the Widow 
Paxton', and three brothers, as one oi the firstBorden Grant 
emigrants. His land extended fromthe. river through Morn­
ingside >Heights, Col Alto, the cemetery, ~tc., to the Lapsley 
and Wallace plantations. 

Sam'l .. Wallace1s house stood n~ar the present Nuekol's 
Dairy, Mr. Blair Wallace, a descendant, says he used to play 
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in. Itst1.li~al'ldfou?d bitsofchina, .··iron,. etc. ·Big Foot Wal­
l~ce, .the Tex.a~ hero. \\Tent out !rom this home:. GeneraLLew 
Walface, author of Ben ·Hur, comes from ·another Wallace 
brother, U!!~le ()fSamtl. The riew vic~president may be from 
this Wallace fan.llly. 

The . faPce was approximately the present Houston street 
whidi really should return to its original name, as it thus 
com111~m()rate~ .~l'l ou~~tan~i~~ ~~mily. 

As m: c~aucer's •'Aprille, ~ "!ith her .. s~owers, soote". these 
p~o11Iet . too "ga~ gl~~ely on .. pilgr~mage'' to ·· this. inaugural 

· co11rt. Every .·· prospec~iv~ · officer · arrived, 'bringing his Com· 
mission . si~ned· p~ Go~: Henry.'' . . . . . . . . .·. . .· 

The nine !ust~~e~ thus commissiol'led made oath each to 
the ?t~er . a?d~lo t~e county was established. Easy as that! 

The' justices were,:• '.John Bowyer, Arch'd Alexander1 

Sam'~ .. Mcl)~\Ven, .. Cl~arles ... ~ampbell, ~am1l ··· Lyle; Alex~r 
· Stuart, John: Trimble, Andrew Reid, ·· John Gilmore. 

Andrew Reid was commissioned county clerk. 
Archibald Alexander was · .. commissioned ·. county sheriff 

·· "at ··pleasl1re." 
A1ex'f Stuart was commissioned county major, that is, in 

com~le~e ¢~arge of 1:!ilitia ...• and defense. 
James McDowell was later made county · surveyor. 
You will recall that Virginia was no longer under the 

Georges;, Patriek .·· Henry, then ···· ser\ting his second term as 
Governor of the Cdfuitronwealth. When Gov. · Dunmore had 
dissolved the General Asembl~t arid ordered·. the delegates 
tcf go home, they <merely went out of the palace info the 

-· Raleigh ·· Taver:ri where ·they continued sessions until. the. new 
order was working~ History might learn :a. lesson~ No guillo­
tine, no purge, 110 dictator! Hot hearts but cool heads con-
tinued . a representative governme.nt~ ' 

So;' over the .1notiritairts; 'also did<the new regime function 
with the· same vesttymert and other officers to carry on. 

The Act had ordered 27 acres iri the center of the county 
set off .for a county seat, with one acre of ·this ,resefved for 
Court House and· ,gaoI. .·Lexington ··•· had.• been· unanimously 

· chosen for its name~, though as Judge Waddell observes, it 

( 

( 
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had yet no lo.cal habitation. "The shot that rang around the 
worldu found answering echoes in · these far mountains. Al­
re~dy Augusta Academy h.ad become Liberty Hall and Hall is 
meeting house~ ··· Monmotith. 

One voice named the town, but less ummimous was the , 
chOice for the place, which this first court must select. Only 
one location~ however, is recorded. That ·· was a farm of 26% 
acres, . given, gratis, by !saac Campbell, whose father had 
come with Borden and owned the land which included the 
present V. M. I. grounds~ 

Three justices objected to this site' because it had insuffi­
dent wood and water for a settlement. BU.tit was accepted, 
for the May court reported the ·· tract surveyed.· valued and 
platt~d, with the• names of the twelve able and disinterested 
free-holders appended as follows: "Given under . our hands 
and seals this .14th day bf May, 1778: .Hµgh Barclay, J~mes 
Gilmofo, ·William Ram.say1 Moses Whitesid:et Alexander Mc­
Clure} James Lyle, John Thompson, John .Caruthers, William 
Paxton, ... Henry McClung, . · Joseph ·· Walker; Samuel . Caru­
thers.0 

This tract had manifest advantages: 
1. Itlay in the center of the co'tlnty. 

· 2. The. Great Road biseC'ted it-a fact of vital importance 
then, when e\rery fmruly had men. away in the army. or mm .. 
tia. .· .. 

3. Three bold springs gave pure water. • 
4. And, not least, the donation ~gratis' saved the expense 

for extra tax levy. 
The plaf was drawn on a plan to us familiar, the streets 

as we now know them, named for Virgini.tls leaders. · The 
Great Road toiling up the hill formed Main ·street. Parallel 
oh eachside ran Randolph (Eastland Jefferson · (West) 
both co1loquially called Back Street ev'et1 in my remem .. 
brance. Three streets crossed these, Washington in the mid­
dle,. Henry a~d · Nelson . on each side, dividmg ·the town into 
oblong· blocks of two acres each, each blo(!k ··· four lots of

1

1-2 
acre. 

The plat made neat parallelograms on flat paper. But vast-
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ly and inconveniently different was the actual topography. 
From a .sink lower than Jones Battery.Shop the .road climbed 
rutted and narrow, to a level several feet above the present 
Court House wall. Visualize the descent · from this h~ight to 
a depth lO -feet below the present :road-bed of Washington 

· Street near Jefferson. 
At the next block, the lowest part of.the Hopkins' lovely 

lawn, is a man's height higherthan .the original "boUom" of 
Nelson street. 

True no woods had to be removed to clearthe waysi but 
you; of this decade of soft living, and hard roads, ·can not 
even imagine what these "stre.ets" were like. The rocky 
trails over ·. Stony .. Lonesome are boul~vards compared to 
these first roads when bed rock was their base~ The main 
thorough.fares; however, . . were plain farm di~~ .. ·. In winter 
and rainy weather, bottomleas pit~ of clay . sucked· down . lab­
oring horses; wpeels .• and foot travel\ers; in . sumlI1er the 

· blinding dust was . questionably less of a hardship to suff o­
cating man and beast 

(I know whereof I speak; for. changes moved slowly in the 
1800's. Many a memory have I, over,a . hundred years later, 
in fact not . fifty years ·ago, of olcl,,. me!l al'Il1ed .. wit.h mallets 
seated on the road>edge ·by fl little pile of g:ray tockst leisure­
ly cracking one stone at a time, as one cracks hickory nuts. 
The crushed stone was spr~acl . over the· nearby rpad to be 
groundJn~ by. trams. J:his was ''niacadamjzing." 

Well up until 1909 at each crossing · we:re huge stepping 
stones, two< to four feet long, to keep Jhe . pedestrians above 
mud~ (The pedestrian had. s9me tights in thos.e days.) .When 
driving, the horses $elected £opting betw~e11 these monoliths 
and the>driv:er cocked J:li$ (or b~r) ~ _ eye to guide the wheels 
betweenjhe stones so· as to avoid a scrape .. Mert1ory . pictures 
an extra line . of:extra .large . stepping stones at the Presby-
terian cburcli and al some private homes.) · 

But ... to return .,to :our ~riginal terrain. One . of the good 
springs, so low that it was later welled in and supplied with 
a pump was in the hollqw of Washingt~m street. Recent ex­
cavations uncovered it L1tact, deep down under the gutter 
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and pavement. Still more i~ecent changes could have pre­
served it like the old fountains of ·Sienna, though no water 
gushes from it now. 
Th~ coldest water .came from the Randolph Street spring 

opposite the ice . factory. This spring was used until after 
1898 when it was closed because it was found unsanit'ary. 
Germs had con;ie in style.! (Mr. Dol~ said he was sent there 
daily to bring a pailful of drink:ing water whiGh his parents 
liked .best., 'There were . oth~r springs and w~l!s .. The · larger 
hou~e~ also had cisterns,Iarge ci~terns built with specially 
curved brick like that uncover~si when altering the Adair­
Hutton building where John Caruthers once lived 

Forget the auction of . original lots. It never happened, but 
some rules we{"e formulated that August for the selling of 
the lots. 

The purchaser of a lot had to ''build .a house ~t least 20xl6 
fe.et ·with stone or .briek ·chimney, within three years from 
date of purchase. On failurei the lot is to be forf~ited to the 
use of the county." 

This was dated Aug. 4, 1778 and signed by .the four trus­
tees, any two of whom could confirm a sale, John Bowyer, 
Sam'l McDowell, Sam'l Lyle, Alexir Stuart. · 

The lots, however, sold.slowly.·and few deeds are ,recorded 
until after 1781. Only 8 lots are in the Deed Book.· In fact, 
there was no one to buy town lots. The freeholders and their 
children were well established on their own. grants. Few 
immigrants were now coming in or freed re}lemptioners 
buying homes. $am'1 McDowell writes to Gov. Henry, April 
20, 1780, explaining why Jlockbridge County could furnish 
no more soldiers; 11Col. John · Bowyer marc:hed with 200 men 
when Arnold invaded Virginia. I march~d .nearly 200 to join 
Gen. Greene. All the men in the county have been on hard 
service since Oct. last and nearly two~thirds of them at the 
same time." Col. McDowell does not mention the others with 
Morgan. and ·. Washington's forces1 .north a11d east. i\.niong 
these were Capt. Wm. Moore and his brother, Andrew-later 
Gen. of State Militia. John Paxton was at home wounded 
but started another company, 
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Is it strange that, so stripped of strong men, home affairs 
moved slowly? Or that deeds waited recording and houses 
w~ited . to be bl1Ht? Currency. was . ~epreciating monthly and 
was all . mbced up. All resources as well as payments were 
uncertain and few dared to buy. 
- . But .thou~htowndwellinghouses were .lacking, Aug. 5th 
Court "orderectthat Sani'l Lyle, Alex'r Stuart and John Lyle~ 
g·ents, do let the building of 'a house to hold "court in, 20 feet 

,. by 16feetwide,10-feetpitch; tObe well framed and weather­
; boarded with ~feather . edged plank/' and ·. other detai,ls. A 
convenient bench at one end 'of the house for the · Magistrate 
to sit on, a pface for the sh.erif to sif on-a Clerk's seat and 
table .With.otherb:nches~t . fora ~ury and lawyers to sit .on 
* * * All to be done in a workmanlike manner: to be finished 
by the ist day of November next." The only actual relics of 
any kind from this first court- house are the standard weights 
and ·measures whicli were the equipment of every court 
house .. To -Etk·Poindexter, present' janitor, we are indebted 
for these. He found them half buried in the cellar of the 
present court house, ·ciea:nedthem and has taken .care of 
them; ·and has · 1et us have the same ·tonight. 

If you consider the size of this 16 x 20 .feet, you willwon­
derwl:tat became of prisoners, ~itnesses and the many who 
wanted to hear the court proceedings. They soon realized 
the need for more room and the next June, (1779} Sam'l 
Lyle and James Caruthers do let the building of a-shade 
20 feet long, 8 feet wide on: the North Side of the .Court 
House * * * two rooms with a small window in each * * * 
to be finished against the 1st of September next." 

But a month before the Court House was planned, in July 
, 17'78, ·stocks and pillory were ordered and the building ·of a 

prison forth.is county · was let to the lowest bidder, 20 feet 
square, Built of hewed logs/ roof, doors, hinges, · etc., a.re de­
tailed. 

This building was paid for the next May (102 pounds) and 
we then :read, "Ordered the Surveyor of the County to lay 

· off · two . (or is it ten?) acres abo~t ·the prison for prison rules 
in the town of Lexington," and* * * "Order that the Sher-

( 

( 

( 

( 



iff immediately employ some person to the prison.H 
The· sheriff had jusf "protested" ·against the condition of the 
prison-which he did every time court met We might be 
reading a report of 1940 Welfare Conferences the matter 
of protests against jails. 

Though the town lots ·were not sold, Courts werebusy, ex~ 
tra busy now that people were being reported a,nd fined for 
saying "Damn the Army,'' o:r being ~'Tqrry's>" or not attend­
ing preaching . . Pensions and food were .. · furnfabed families 
of absent Or deceased splcJ.ierf:i, ~xtri1,' t~x levies ·imposed for 
uniforms, . amm11n~ifon . and war expenses. 

Law required neighbors to live at peace with neighbor. 
Butl<tws made mean laV{s .· to . b.J;e~. Fo~ years slander cases 
were.preponderant. I.n one ~ourt1 June 2, 1779, came 20 cases 
for $land.er, nine for debt . (a f);'equent ca.use for irnp~ison­
ment), . one Jor "Covt;:riant . bro}\:en1

' a!ld s~vera.! · ~or . assault 
and battery. Unfortupately . Jl1e .. ~landi=r is not·· stated1 but 
yqu may •be sure they knew. and .came .to hear~. 

All la wbrea}{ers wet:e . busily r~pprted by. ?ealous citizens. 
Nov. 3, 1778f we read a longJist pres~nted for ~elling liquor 
without liceµse .. ·Among them are the names; · 

Wm. Alexander, <Jas. Lyle, .Mary Greenlee? John Paul, 
Jane Larkin, William Paxton, etc. .. 

Mr.,Faxtori wasthe younger brother ofJ9hn, Sr., (an an­
cestor l believe of · our secretary, . Matthew) Mary Greenlee 
needs no introduction. James Lyle, Wm. Ale~ander, John 
Paul had served as county vestry, Justices and other offic­
ers and were au elders in their . hom~ congregations. Wm. 
Alexander~ also was a trustee of Liberty Hall Academy for 
which he had "donated as much land as may he needed" 
when Mr. Graham moved the school nefU' the new county 
seat. County law was no respecter of persons. 

There was a rush }o court to g~t licenses to keep an or­
dinary~ Every large farm tµrned itself into a tourist or)unch 
room--more in proportioh to ·the population than ·· today. ' 

That these competed on a basis of excellence alone is ap-
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parent. There was no underselling. Prices were fixed by law 
at the 2nd courtt May, 1778. 

Wine by the gallon, 4 shillings~ 
Good whiskey, 16 shillings. 
Good brandy by the gallon. 20 shillings. 

· Goqd cyder by . the g~llon, 4 shillings. 
Good .beer, .• by. the gallo~ • . 3 shillings. 
A hot · drink · with small beer, 3 · shilllngs. 
A hot drink withtiut beer~ 2 shillings. 
Corn, by the galfon, 1 shilling, 3 pence. 

· StaUage, hay · and fodder,. 24 hours, · 2 shilling. 
,Lodging in •. feather · 9~ds . with dean shee.ts, 1. shilling. 
Lodging in chaff .l;led with clean sheets, 6 pence. 

Extra travel kept these ordinaries busy. Frenchmen on 
army leave toured through fo see the country like the Mar­
quis de 911~ste~1ux, • G~rmans settling in ··· America after the 
surren~er, all t~e ~l()tsani and je~sam of post war disband­
in~ filled the rtm~s. and ... stopped ~t the .. ordinarie·s~ AH· this 
stir brought a cert~il1 material prosperity, but ·writes Dr. 
Archibald Alextq:id,er, "The old Continental soldiers, many 
of whom had been convicts (i.e. idel1tured) • now rettlrned 
~nd having received ~ertificates for their arfuy wages : were 
able to live for a while in idleness and dissipation * * * one 
of this numbef had acqu:lred a house in Lexington, the old 
farm house of Isaa~ Campbell who owned the land. He col­
lected all the vagrants in the county and a drunken bout 
would be kept up for weeks .. · .. ~ * * The better class of peo­
ple were asmuch ·injured ·• bythe * * *licentious man.ners 
o:Hhe disbanded officers as the lmver classes ;by the., soldiers." 
Dr; Alexander, himself but a lad . of 14 or so atthe Jime 
studying und.;er William Graham stresses the difficulties 
made for the Liberty: Hall students. But the . connections of 
the- Academy are too extensive and important to be touched 
on in this · study. 

Notwithstanding the eddies made by the backwash of war, 
the main· stream of prosperity flowed strong asthe returned 
free-holders trooped back~ eager fa begin their projects so 
long deferred. Wallets were stuffed with paper money and 
certificates, ,locally as . good .. as money. Idle soldiers were 
plentiful, strong, and able, though somewhat wobbly from 
frequent drams. 



ROCKBRIDGE AND ITS COUNTY SEAT 

Buildings arose onthe town lots and throughout the.coun­
try. •Some· stone and brick ·. hou~eshad followed the pioneer 
log .homes, but n'ow safer times, slow, ·solid ·construction 
marked . ·t~e era, .. as . pol~tical sta~ility came to Virginia and 
the . f ecierate<f statesart:r ~11~ Constitution ha~ been accept· 
ed. Monmouth, ·Falling Spring, Oxford Meeting ·House and 
Libert Hall A~ademy ... built .... their .. sfone ·structures . during 
this perfod~ .• 178r*'93 ..• Zec~ari~h'. Johnstone .built .h~s dwelling 
house with the date 1791 and the names of Arine, his wife 
and himself carved in the co:rnerstones,,,__a house which ·still 
shelters his descendants. 

Living had becori;.e f~ll~t, but easier .. By 1.wo1 most.of the 
ia9or . onthe . 1arger . 1Jla11t~tions > \Vas ~one . by ~e~ro slaves. 
Seve11, l?owever, .~s .ria~ed Jn th~ apprai~~r:1~nts in Wm Book 
I~ ·. :.yas a Ju~l .. J1umqe.r f~r lar~e pl~tatk>n suc}l as that of 
Jol!t1 G~llTio:re., Sr., Wm. M~:f{ee,I{ich~rd. ·Woo~s1 etc. 

Many }ar~r Jand°.\Vl1~rs had no N~groes .. The · 111ajority of 
thes~ fre~ci()~7loving .- Scots ... · qisaI?~r~:rved ofslayery .in prin­
qipl~. "~e§efl}J;iti~11ers'' . and. "boun,d outn girls and · b?ys did 
thebousehol~ ~l1d. . fa.rm . V/ork.E~ery, court b'?tmd out some 
i11dige11t Qr prphaned child, but retained oversight of th~ir 
treatment. 

J\s en .s~inning, w~aving, fitting and sewi11g w~s ~one at 
home}or alt its · re,~.iqe11ts1 tp7 housewife herself was n.o lady 
of l~i$µre . . ~he d1rected, gia;n11ed .~nd w9rk~d with her maids 
like .. the .P~:rff!ct W{)IT18.~jn Pr?yerbs~ risi~.g v1hi1e it was yet 
night . . J}11J~e milk care ·and food .preparationwa$ her. prov­
ince. Fe~~ing t!1e ~owls, plµckin~ the ge~se in seaso;n add 
to tlie ~to1:'e . of >prizt;d.. feather beg~, · m~ldng . the "small beer" 
and rrari~y, ~~itth1~, mJ~ndin.g: •. end~~~s . v.r<=re .. the daily . and 

. season~~ 4ut~es. ~ach ~~r:tp hacJ.J~s patch of flax . for the . fine 
li,nen ang linsey ?-'Toolsywinter.cfothing1. an dyedwith home­
made colors. 

Some hemp was. us~~ t? make 9oarse, strot}g . fabric for 
men's ~~d ~l~ves . clothes, · and other stro11g we?-ves~ but most 
of this-tremend~us staple hemp C~()P \Vas used to p~y ta~es~ 
debts, salaries . grid stor~ .. pur9hase~. HeEe •hemp ·Vias nioney, 
as tobacco y.ras in c;astern Virginia. Hemp, itself was tax-
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able. We get an· idea of it$ .quantity in the .appraisements 
and asse$sm~11ts of 50 to 13,000 pounds in one year from in­
dividual estates. · 

the tipe I:>roadcfoth coats which . were the treasured pos­
Se$sion of gt?ritlE;men may not. haye been woven at home, but 
all other yyoolen wear w~s.. . . 
Ca1imancomadethe - ~tl!lc.iay- gowns .for .lasses who. were 

bored With the plain .unprintec1 home stuffs. And this goods 
now: .. b.~c~e procur~bl~ ~t hmne. . ·. · · 

Country stores were rare before tfo~war. What need \Vhen 
eyery ~state grew and 1;llade its own necessities~xcept salt? 
Peddler~ in .summer .. c~ried their packs . <:£ notions to even 
isolated .· .. farms · .. ;wfa~re th~y were . more .. than .... ~elcome to . a 
:m~aland ~p spepd t};ie. nigh~. C9ffe~ (UJdteawere not used. 
Writes Phill~p Fithian,u~ince. I leftStevensburg, (near Win­
chester, on ~oute ll, yo~< know,) .·· I have . seeri .no coffee ·or . 
chocolate; . T~a * * * is almost treaso11 to . :mention. But in 
pla(!e. of .·. these, plenty ~ of. ri~h milk . in Jtirge baspns and • 11og­
gins to wJ:?,ich .Y?U may put your l!louth . and .. 4rin~ \Vit~out 
order or imeasu,.re . . Large platters .coy~red with 111eats of 
many sorts, beef, vension, pork, potatoes, turnips, cabbage 
and apples bey9ng th7 a~king an({ the tal:>le cov~f~d with 
provisions t~~~ tinie~: ':v~ry day. J\nd . ~he ~it" Cind. custom~ 
a;;y lab~ran~ . ~xercise • Vli~ .set yo:i .4own.to ecich .with a .rag­
ing ~vpetft~: · Is. itto ' pe, . 'Yond~red . at that t.~e ~nha]:)itants 
a~e so str5mg angJ~~tJ7. ulii tl't7 .11ao;s a$. m~n returned~ stores 
opep~4 at the mai11 c:?s~ > ~qads7 ~ome produd~ ;-vere bar~ 
ter~d f,01t th~ q~l~~nc~~ and ot~er "fu~rin' 11 pretties. 

Cap( , vvm~ .... :rvloorE?, v.r,ho. }i~d \ [)e~n v,.rit4 the. Contin~mtal 
AfmyJrom.~;~¥"~~of{a t() ~orkt,()~!l' ·· .~~e bac~ . bringing new 
conta~tS (rqlD.. his .. seaj:>(Jard e~pefienc;es .E11'1d .. opened a .real 
"empodum." Coffee · and tea among other novelties, st~yed 
on his shfi1}1:es .un~~n~ed. until son1e . p~OJ>le frOJI1 Pennsyl­
vania .movedJn. /T!le:n both becllll1: . l'o,Pu~ar. ~s . one. ~usto­
me( told him.' '~~e t~~ is ~afo fine. My husband likes the 
br()th and I eat t~e greers.u 

. Many ~e· fatniliar wit}l. the sto~r of ,Rev. James Waddell 
(the .blind preacher) who was called before the 'session of 



Tinkling Spring congregation and sternly rebuked by his 
elders for drinking ·. hot coffee on the Sabbath~ in fact for 
drinkillgitat au. 

We read th~t .~ch~oI ·.· 7hil~ren bo\lg~t ~en~ils, •papers and 
jack~~niv~s 't \Vni· .. A.le?'Ci:1~~~'s ol(ier ~tore ~t '~The Ford." 
He. also ~pld a ':arlecl as~ortm~nt, •quite .comparable to Fitz .. 
pa.trick's 9r Mptt~son'son Kerrs Creek and .Buffalo orMont­
gomety Wards. · 

A riac~ipteq bill reads: 
"Estate. ot John· P~ton to Wm.· Alexan~er, Dr., Feb •. J3, .1787. 

Funeral .. cht\rges, v~. 
To op~~ha.lt dozen nu,tq1egs" 75c; 3 lps. loaf sugar, 75-$1.50. 
To 12 lbs. }:)rown .~ug$1") . $!3·~~· 3 nuµneg~$3.75. 
To 4% yards linen~ $U}(); U gal. . rum. $l6.5H21.00. 
To 1 day•s wa.ggoning,$3.00; Ferriage1 $1.~4.25. 
('fhisis stated. in'modern ·money values.) 

The amoimt of rum might suggesf an Irish wake, but it 
w~s an accepted funeral tribute. Compare with the funeral 
feast of Saxon .A~helsb.nt!J;n Ivm'l.hoe ·and think what pikers 

. we are. John Pa:&:fon .· was buried Tirril{er> :Ridge which 
expfain~ th~ "fefriage:" · 
~bQut tNs Hm~ •. or sioiort~y .~~erwai-ds, fvll'· Wm. Alex .. 

a:qd~r l'tlo~~d, s*9i:e .~l)d f~t;;Qily t9 hi~ lJ;~w brick}1ome on Lot 
Hl 9t tlje. <p+at, Wn~d~ P,e; h~d plJ,ilt sql!a,rely on th4? .·.corner of 
M~ill ~jid .'\IY~s~~gtpn s~.r.~et~. · · · · .· · ·· · · · · · · · ·· 

The . :r99m actoss . the hallw~$th~ · fazµJly .. drawillg :room. 
These :rooms, like those of. the beautifulDold house opposite 

(which was bUjlt·. about 34 years later), are now the 2nd 
story. But when built· they were<buta siep ~bove:the streets. 
The. bricked·in .. olrl doorways .·show plainly .. where a step · led 
to groundJevet . 

bit of engineering> was achieved in the 1850$s that is as­
tonishing when one. thil:lks of :tl1e machinery tbey .. did not 
have. Main and Wa$hington wer~ cut down from the Court 
House level over ten .. feet, or abm.~t the height of th~. store 
wall underlying the' three >Corner buildings there: . All this 
stone, including the great cut stone slabs m the then "Ley,.. 
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burn House1
' were put in as unde:rplnning. 

. After the great fire, Dec. 1796, the older corner was the 
only ~ricl~ hc>u.f>e left, bµt it . ~as badly damaged . so Jhat the 
family moved ~o f n 9~d fr3!11e house which Wm. Alex;ander 
ha(! bougil,i fr()m William J3rown when the latter _emigrated . 
,,~_ ··_ ,est • . L<lter, M_arch, 1.8.03, ~h~s}ot_. was d~ed~d- Yf __ ith. a __ o~_ ~ _._A_.. . of 
[Woods Creek tract to the trustees of Washmgton Academy. 

Still later, the old frame house was moved bodily in order 
to build on its site the house given to Gen. Lee by his many 
admirern~ 

The ori~h1:a~ _ f~rrriho.use1 Dr. L~slie __ ~al"rlpbell has traced. 
His father onqr;> l~v~~ in it . . It wa:.not destrored but _ moved 
piece by piece P:nd .r:ebuiit with its pegs and hand-:made nails 
on Freeman's Hill. It ls now, though much altered, the home 
of William Price, once Gen. Curtis Lee's butler and now but­
ler for .the de~pendants of two other of Virginia's distingush-
ed families at Col Alfo. · 
·_ TheJa~~ house h~dbeen built o~ Iat.td bbught just outside 

the t~~ bounciaries---a p~ofitable inye~tment. 
Several other _real estate investors. ~ppear as one ._.traces 

the ___ ol~ deeds. __ C9~11eli~ porman bought in .. an _ directions, 
chiefly- after17~i. •. : :fie .nwned . __ part _of t~.e lot _ l3 on which 

, either ___ ~~-- ~r - Jplin l}a~l:>raHh ~~nt ._the _.st'one house, ~VI;i,ch is 
now Jackson Memor~~l _Hpspi~~l· •. ~rojn Jo~ _ Hill,s garage is 
a bea~t~~~ ~i~~ •. o~ its st~l1e '-Valls, v;hiehare bricked-over 
on the street side;'The Jacksons bought it from Dr. Archibald 
Graham who had it from the Dorman estate. · 

'But neither Por:rrtan nor Galbraith seem to have lived 
there; ItwasAisually :rented out. From1801: to1814 or1815 it 
was ·leasedby<Mrs~: ElizEtbethAylett Moore1 -- the widow of 
Alex. Spotswood Moore, whose great grand-daughter; Helen 

· Keller is more widely .known .than her ancestor, Sir Alex­
ander --·.spotswood/'V~ginia's iron,governor. 

John Galbraith boughtJand m and out. of town limits. 
· .i ames Hopkins was . a lE:lrge investor~ He bought to and into 
the Paxton estate paStthe present Prest1yterian church. He 
bought lots all alOng Nelson street and contiguous tracts. 
He, or his brother and sister owned the land on which 
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Samuel McDowell Reid built his beautiful ho~e~ .. He did 
what none of the other land owners did. He >held on to . 
most· of this· land~ including the home place and .inspired his 

· sons and son's sons to dothe same~ So now his-descendants 
have the unique · di~ti~ction of being the only family still 
living on the. original town of Lexington lots deeded by the 
town trustees. 

Wm. Br9wn, who moved· west about 1785. wasone of the 
very earliest speculators in land. He owned a small farm 
and otherland in t~e county. He ~ad built a house on the 
two lots along Henry street from Main to Jefferson streets. 
In .. 17~5 . }ie sokl this to ¥atthew HEmna who, another realtor, 
had already bought other land nearby~ 

Hanna . moved into Brow~'s old ··. home on Henry street. . It 
would seem the first residence ~ctually built · on one· of the 
new town lots. For .• ¥r~ .· Houston .• thinks .· "The Castle" was 
probably standing when the tovv~wasfaid off . .. The "Jor­
dan house'.> too .. is indicated ·as built . ea~lier1 . 1773 . . Brown's 
hou;Je n19re than conformed to the required16. x 20 feet and 
had two . big . l>i::kk chinu1eys~f which it is hoped some-one 
htiS a photograph: · . ' ·· 

The I>ast $epten1bet I passed Henry street arid was dis­
mayed to see only a gap where thi~ ~i9I1~er ~oirie had stood 
for 160 years. The 4, . . ~ ... v. J;. •. preserv~d .the "Jolin Marshall 
House" which ~asabouttobe · destro}Ted in Richmond) ·and 
ne>w.t\J{o .other .oW.·housesa.J;e restor~d .· and. used. Ipswich 
and (}lqucester--ev~ry . New. :Engl~nd towi1is proud of its 
forefa!\le~s a~d tl:leir ovvn achte.yement~! Vie. destroy, an­
nually. In another deca.de . J:l9~ one. vest~~e of t~e old will be 
left. Then so~~one will hus~~e to make a reproduction. 
Bu~ to teturn. to this hoU$e of 'Y:hich the history is known. 

Mr.lfa~n.~wa~ 011epfthose anxfous to .establish a church in 
the cen~ral cm1;nty s~~t 

Monmouth w~s a Ion~ league'~ ride from the Courthouse 
and . a tedious walk, . except for the blythe · "courtin' 0 couples 
t)lat •.. sunu:ner R~Qu~ht m1t on the Sabbath roads. ·. ·Great 
difficulty beset th~ long~r ways ~o pther meeting ~ouses 
when women .must ride on. pillions, perhaps 'carrying the 
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youngest child; whenb~bies must be quieted ai:1d small boys 
kept to seemly beh~vior . during tp~ long three-hour dis­
course. So. the .. Gpdly people i,n ru:td nea.r the . town . planned a 
church for themselves; brick, ~hushed abcmt 1792 ... Its 
churehy~rdis still .the cetnetery, \Vl:lere under the quiet trees, 
lie Stonewall Jackson, Gen. Pendleton, 'Col, Poague, Capt. 
Whiteancl mapy others v;;ho. wore the gray. There~ too, 
Cl'\llnbling ~tones, or non,, ma!'k the forgotten . graves of 
those who-gaye the.Jown it~ name and Am~ric~ its freedom. 

Whjle the new hrick'chµrch was abuildirig in 1791, prayer 
metings were held .~t the :flanna home. 

After this time, Matthew, like .many others ofthese Scotch­
Irisl'l familie,s, was ~~led ha.ck to th·e old country ab~ut some 
inheritance bu~iness.. They ventured, then,on the long voy~ 
age ~ith - less ccmcel'n th~ we would ?r~ss)he Ja~~s in a 
ferry boat. V{hEm he l;"ett!~fled he tqld no ~ales andespecially 
did .not inform his daughters qf what fortune · had come· to 
~im . . He .did .say .he desired his gfrl!) .. tp be · wooed f?:C- their' 
worth, not f()r . worldly wealth~ So ~e b~ried the tr~asure, 
to be revealed after his death. No one kn;w itf? hidiJ1g·place. 
It has f1E1V?r .peen .di$c9vered •.. His daug~t~r~ •. Nancyt n;arried 
John MQKe~ ~gx .. }8,1806 . . The story oft~~ fortuneh~s pass­
ed . to .~er des~~hgants ·~tn~llgw~om are the Misses Dunlap 
andJiOJ1. . Frank Mo?re of .this Society~ 

Isaac .·Wel~> .• a yof!pg .travell~r: f1;"Qm D.ublint · mite~: "The 
first ~o)Vn y9u come to. g?ipg potthward ·~~ol!l. Botetourt is 
LexUigtont a nea~ }ittl~ place tha.t didcontain . about one 
huncired lio~es, aJ:ourt~ouse ~.d jail. but the greater part 
was d~str()yed by fire j~s7 .1Jef?reI got th~r~·'' 

That fire, }he '~re swef>t ~wiftl~ from about the present 
G(lz~tte . offic~ towa_rd t~e .7ast, bu~~in~ the ~ourt l!ou~e and 
all other ·buildings in. its path. Tlier.e '\Vere !lo houses then on 
the Dold property t\11~ t?Fobably · f~a1?e buildings on the 
Caruthers arid Alex . Shield'~ !Ots where Adair-Hutton1s 
now is. . . .. .··· . . . 

Only as wehavesaid, t}l~ big ~rick building on the corner 
resisted the fl.ames enougl'l to be repaired. 

tn Jan. 1797, we see recorded a petition to the State legis-
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lature for permiUohave a local fire company. The one hun~ 
dred names appended give a cross ·section of property owners 
in the town at that date. 

They were published in ~he County .News in the spr~~t~ 
1938 or 1939 . 
. On th~~ li~t, Andf~w Rei~'s . name is conspicuous by its air 

sence . . ·.· He had salvaged. th~ Court Books · when fire threat­
ened them, so that in this county, records can be found for 
legal prooL But he did not sign this petition. 

Mr. Gwath.mey in · his "Twelve Counties .of. Virgiaja, . etc. u 

eulogized the County ·· Clerks. Rockbridge, not qtl,ite old 
enough to be among his twelve cradles of western emigra­
tion-might well boa.st of hers and he+ present clerk~ .:M::r. A. 
Terry Shields, nobly upholds .the traditionalf~thfu~~ss. In 
one hundred a.nd sixty years only ~even clerks h~ve kept the 
county records, ·and two of them we~~ brief war and p9st war 
years. (The war . in Lexington, . n1'f?~l1S of cours~, the War 
Between the States.) · · · · 

Rockbridge · county · began . when. Andrew . l:l-eid was made 
County Clerk . . ·During his long half c~n~11cy in ·oflice (1778-
1831) no entry was overlooked. H;is name is,kno~ to every­
one who traces land .title .or inheritanctfs . ill Ji\0,ckbrid.ge. · 

On ·his ·shoulders :rested the · respo~i.bil,ity. fo;r .. every citi­
zen's legal rightg...,.;..one of the ·inalienable Anglo-Saxon heri­
tages. Page -. after page of .his bei;iutiful penman,sl'li~r that 
of his deputies..-tells ·the· tale~ 

Steadfast he re111ainedt 'till in 1831~ . his .. spn, .· Samuel Mc­
Dowell F.teid, tr:ained in · the ~ Clerk's. Office, followed him for 
another long period~ · 

Forthe earlier :records of. Rockbridge county~ the picture 
of the County seat, the story of its people,, we grate.fully 
thank its recorder: "Teste, Andrew Reidi Cik." 



THE LIRE STORY OF 

. MARY MOORE OF ABB'S VALLEY 

The seventh quarterly meeting ot the so~iet:sr was held on 
April 29, 1941, in the main building of Washington and Lee 
University, · 

At this meeting, Mrs; Ernest A. Sale read the following 
paper on the Life Story of Mary Moore, the Captive of Abb's 
Valley, and a resident ot Rockbridge County, 

I was invited to write an account of the Abb's Valley 
rp.~ss~~re but )t seemed impossible to do so without bri~g­
ing ll'luch fa!lli!Y hi~tory, ~or which . l be:g your indulgence. 

\Vhen.wfi read these stories of our ancestors we. little rea­
lize ·what ······ they endured· in establishing ··· homes of liberty> 
privile~e . a;id beauty. Sh~H we leave this same heritage to 
future gene:rations The story of Mary Moore and her par­
en~~ . tell~ ~tna'.r~~hips ~nd ·suffering. Not all of· our . pioneer 
ancestors suffered as much, but they lived lives full of anx-
iet)';t~~y firacti~~d,l?y~lty, self sa~rifice and faithJ and they 
w~~~ men ~~d wome11 C?f $~rong character and great courage. 

Tli~- s~<iry ~f.· Ma~yivJ:~ore . of . Abb's . Valleyis a story of the 
Indfans: We wonder· how responsible the · white man was for 
th~se ~rag~dies . . ·I ~uote. below from ~ary Jo~nston,s "Great 
Vaiie,Y," ·a .con!ersation h7tween an ·Irishman and John .Sel­
kirk. The Irishman is ·speaking: "The Great:Valley, from the 
fi!'st s~g~t of it, a s7ore or. mor~ years ago~ until now, is not 
dy.re1.t in by l,J1d~ans. When · they left • it ·and why they left 
it, God kn?:W~' for '.}t is a fair ~and.. Long. ago they cleared a 
c.ons!derable portfon of. the floor of it and .left it to . the high 
gr:ass and buffalo and elk. There must have been villages and 
maize fields . . There are many beautiful rivers, and they love 
rivers. But they1re hunters and at last they eat up the forest 
around them an~ they move, or there is war and they are 
kHled off-or they just move restlessly, like the waters of the 
sea. Whatever the reason, they are clean gone .................. The In-
dians may make a sentimental claim to aU of Virginia

1 
or of 
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the continent,-in the ll}eantirne the acr~s that you take have 
not m~n, . wom(ln, o,r child upon tJ:i~:rn, no; any red fp]i near 
them/' John. Selkirk s1ghe4, "fhel'e are so many things we 
do not know--wherejs the r_ight . ahd .. whe:re is the wrong. 
We want. to keep clean hand~ and the fire . of ltindness in 
the. hea:rt." 

James ·. Moore, of. Scottish an.c;estry, w~ born i11 Ireland. 
He emigrated to Amerka about . the year 172§ . ... H~~st went 
to . Pennsylv(tnia wher~ · ~~ nia);'ried .i,rl .1734 . ,Jan~ Walk~r, Jhe 
daughter of John Walker ofWigtown, Scotland, and Kathe­
rine Rutherford, a lineal descendant of Samuel Rutherford, 
of Scotland. . 

John W~lker, after l~ving a few years in Pennsylvania, 
moved to Rockbridge Coµnty and. took up . his resid~nce on 
Walker's Cre~k, which bears .his name. James Moore, with 
his -. wife ;and ... ·fotir .. chilW;en foll()W'~d .· his . ~a~her~in7law to 
Rockbridge and lived Ol'.l an ~djoining .· fa+m qn ·Walker's 
Creek; known now as the Ewell farm. James ·)Aoo.re and 
his wife, Jane Walker Moore, are buried in a cemetery on 
this plp.ce. James Mooredied Oh Jariuary7, 1791, his wife on. 
January 7, 1773. . . . 

The ,sixth child of James Moore, born on .Walkel"'s t:!r{!ek, 
was nam~d James and was the · father of Mary, . the S,ubject 
of .this sketch~ . . 

James tnarried Martha . Poague .. and .· lived . for .. years q.fter 
his marriage at Newell's Tavern, a -few miJes north of .Nat­
ural Bridge. 

Mr. Moore hea;rd fror;n his cousin, Mr. Sarntiel Walker, 
who had gone to the southwestern part of -the .state to gather 
ginseng, of .lhe great beauty and fertility. of inat counry and 
of the fine ~azing langs. He resolV-t;d otP mak:e }iis horn~ there. 

I do not kµ.ow the date of Jan1e$ l\foor~'s ma,rriage with 
}4arthal?oag~e ... ,He .was a · ... c;aptain ._. in :tile·.Revolutionary 
~army · and .·was describe~ . · as '*a man a}ert ~d .. I'CSourceful." 
0 Atter . the Revolutionary War James Mopre · ~mg his ~fe 
Martha adventured from.tileir Borde!}. Manorkindred nearly 
20 milesinto Abb's. Valley, part of which is now T<lZ,ewell 
county."-Kith & Kin. · 
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With John Simpson,. an -English servant as his companion, 
Mr. Moore left .Rockbri~ge and on the. banks of Bluestone 
a .branch of New River/he cleared a piece of land and put 
up a log 9abin. In the fall of 1775 he moved hisfamily to this 
new home. This was Abh•s Valley and to Mr. Moore it was 
enchanting . . ,A.bb's Valle)" is abottt ten .. miles long .and fifty 
rods wide .. Ther,e ~~s beautiful scenery inAbb's Valley and 
fine grazing lands, . and as it was out of the ·trails of the sav ... 
ages. iri their excursions~ . it seemed to him a most secure place 
to live. 

John Poague, James 'Moore's brother;..in-law, took up his 
residence about two and a half miles up the creek, and Mr. 
Apra.~am Loving, a :hunter, for whom the valley was named, 
lived about a mile on the other hide. . 

Ab6il.f a ha.If mile fu front of the dwelling of Mr. Moore 
ther~ wasa high mounfaili covered with dense forest. To 
the' right · B:n<i left lay the meadow and cultivated .fields of 
t}J.e farm. The yard was enclosed by a rail fence; At a short 
dis~8.l1ce from the southwest end of the home was a deep, 
narrow ravine whieh Was the channel of a spring branch 

. which poured its clear water over a perpendicular.limestone 
rock, formin.g ·a · beautiful cascade •. about teri . feet · high~ The 
home, like . almost all · frontier houses 0f this period, was a 
block house cabin. The doors were made of plank •. too thick 
to be . penetrated ·· by ·•a rifle · ball and were finished . with 
strong fastenings on the inside~ The windows were high and 
small and could be secured instantly. 

Mr. Moore's ·dreams of .farming. and stock raising were 
soon realiZed. .. He·owned at this time about one hundred·· fine 
horse.s and much cattle. But not so his dream of security­
the Indians dis~overed these ·new dwelling . places of the 
white :men . and ~ool1 began their depredations. 

Time after·time these:·families ·were compelled to ·defend 
themselves in theif forts and stockades. On account of these 
inr~ad~ by tlf e Indiansi' Mr., Poague and most of the other 
fantllies came back . to Rockbridge, or Botetour~; or Mont .. 
gon:iery,, while Mr. Moore and a few others remained. Mr. 
Moore a.s captain, in the War of tlie Revolution, was a man 
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of courage. He loved the solitude of this beautiful valley and 
determineci to ~emain there. He felt that with adequate de­
fense these settlers of ·the frontiers c:ould be. safe even if 
attacked by· the I~(.Uans. 

There were five children born to.James Moore and Martha 
Po~gµe in Apb's Valley, making nine in alt Mary was the 
fifth child a:µd . was . born in 1776. 

On t}Je 7th .. 9f . S~ptember, ·. 1784, J anies, tpe second boy~ 
sµddenly dis:.=tppeart:d. He had been . sent to Mr. Poague's 
deserted settlemeµtfo~ ~· horse on which to .go to the mill 
about twelve miles dist8:t}t. In the aµx:ious ~earch for him 
trails of sayages \\T;ere disc()vered~so . ~t became evident · that 
he .hag .either been~ kiHed ortakencaptive· by the Indians. 
After sqrµ.e time Mr .. Moore received informatfon that James 

· · had been t~k~µto,Kentucky, but before he could be recovered 
the terribl~ tra~edy of . this 4\b.b's Valley home took . plac~, 
the father and . three. childrencdeadt the .. mother and the re­
maining four child;nm prisoners of . the savages. 

On Junel4, 1786, .~ party of Shawnee Indians came up the 
Sandy Rivf!r> crossed over to the head ofthe Clinch River, 
w~ere T~~weJl t;ourt ~ouse 11ow. i~, . m'1rdered a ~r. ·David­
son and his wife and burnt their dwelling. They ·passed on 
to Abb's Vall~y hast;1y, . b~fore anY. alarm could be given, and 
lay in . amb~sh fpr t~e famiiy of · J anies . MooJ:'e. 

The mqu~t~n b,ack . ~f Mr~ .. :fvioore's · dwelling ·div;ides itself 
into two ridges. At the end of one of these ridges was the 
dwelling house, at the end of the other was the trough at 
which Mr. Moore salted his horses. 

It was ht:lrvest time; early in.the morning. Mr. Moore was 
engaged .in salting his horses. l{is wife, the three smallest 
childr~n a~d l\{artha Evans, wifose home was in Giles County 
and who was helping Mrs. Moore> were busy in the home. 
Rebec~a and WH~i~ 'Were at the Sl;)rmg, the hired men were 
in . the whe~t fi.~l<ls reaJ?ing until l?reakfa,st time, the English 
servan~ Simpson was sfok ·· in the loft. · . ., 

. Suddenly, with a savage y~U, two bands of Indians rµshed 
from their hiqing place OJ;}. the mountain, orie down the r~dge 
towards tl:le hottse, the other . to the ·. place where Mr. Moore 
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was. When the savage war whoop was heard all ha~~ened 
towards the home. The !wo children at the spring .rea~hed 
the salt block and were shot down there. Alexander* another 
son, was shot 11earJife house. Mary had gone out . .to call the 
men to · breakfast arid ran hack into the house. In the con~ 
iusfon of the moment Mrs. Moore and Martha Evansshtit .the 
door .and ias.tene4 the w1ndows. J\s ~oon as Mr. Moore heard 
the .. yell. of thesayages .. hestarted· towar?s the . house. Seeing 
the door closed, h~ ranpast the end of the house and .climbed 
onto the fet:tce where he was fatally shot .. Seven balls pierced 
his bo~y~ H~ ratl ~bout fortyfeet and felL . . . . ... . · 

M;art};ia Eyans taldng tV{o guns,. went up to the loft where 
Shnp .. son . w.as .. a .. n.d ... ··• cal.·led.t .o. ··. him t.o fire . at.· th·e·.·. I·n···a.·. 1a .. ···.n. s ... ·. ·.·.She 
found~im lyi11gpnthe beddy~ng .. "\\!~ile lookil1g out through 
a crack he t;ad . been shot in the head. \;\Then she came down 
she raise<;! a .. Plank ... in .· the floor .. and .·c,rept underit. · ·M~ry 
started to ~et -u,nde~ the -plank with l\4'.~riha, but . had the 
baby .jn hei: '.~r~s who was cryillg. frJrn . a w.ourid in .. her 
should~r. ~artha . remon!;trated against .. th~ . oab~ being 
brought under. ~pe floor .·. as her crying . would betray them. 
Mary.would not leave thE; baby, so the plank concealed Mar­
tha ori1y. 

At this 1nO}l1f:htwhi1e theJndians . were, a~ t~e door cutting 
it down wi.th th~~r tomahawks, .:M:rs. Moore I?ielt · .. \\(ith her 
children and coinmend~d .~hem, to her Heavel1ly Father. Af­
ter this she rose anc1 removed the bars fro:rn the door. Thus 
she and her four children became the ·captives ·of the sav­
ages. 

The .Indians now h~d everY;thing in their power~ They 
took out of ~he Jiome all the article::; they wished tO . carry 
away with th:em and d~vided them. They killed all the stock 

anti pum~d all t~e b?ildi11gs, . .. •· ... · . / .. · ...... ··· .. , 
While they w~re ,engag~d in the division p~ the spoils, Mar· 

tha Evans crept ·out from ·under the ho.use anci concealed 
herself i.11 a ravine rn:?ar a falle~ tree. OJ'le pf the .Indians 
passh1g th::tt .. way seat~d .. ~i!f1~el£ on the lo? and comrnenced 
working witli the lock of hiS gun. He· haq not seen Martha 
but she thought he \.vas going to kill her and gave herself up. 
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When the men who were reaping heard the war whoop 
and saw the Indians rushing towards the · house, . they ran . 
and concealed themselves in the woods on the other side of 
the valley. They ren1ained there until they felt it safe to 
notify the other people who lived not ·far away. 

Early in the afternoon friends came to Abb's Valley, saw 
the desolation and buried the bodies of Mr. Moore and the 
three :children.· 

The: country between Abb's Valley and the OP.io River is 
very mountainous and ··.·at· this .time was an ' unintt!rrupted 
fo1~est The savages conducted their ·,prisoners· with ·as .. much 
speeq as possible1 over these wooded mountains Westward. 

The remaining details of this tragic story seem too horrible 
to relate---how the little delicate boy, John, lagging behind 
was killed, andhOw.hisscalp ··adorned the belt·of one of· the 
Indians on ·'· the ,way; how the ... baby, Margaret, was · taken 
ffom her mother's · arms and • her brains ·· dashed out against · 
a tree; the bumi11g of Mrs. Moore and Jamdn another vil­
lage~the finding of . their bones· by Mary · who borrowed a 
hoe and . buried them. ' . 

· IVi~rthaE~~fos a!ld M~y ~oore had~een separated.frortt 
Mrs .. Moore and Jane in a different village~ Mary.was at this 
time nine years old: They were not badly treated by the 
Indians. In fact, . at · times·· appreciation wa5 shown to Mary 
by one of the In:diari chiefs. She had picked up two test­
aments as she was leaving her home on that fateful day and 
often this chief would ask _her · fo read to him. Het . of course, 
did not understand what she read but seemed to enjoy the 
sound · .. of her voice. 

There w~s much suffe.rlng and many privations . on the 
way, frorn cold and. }t,\lnger · and unaccustomed hardships. 
This w.~s · espe~iaHy,true · after · th~ . snovr ~eganto fall. Mary 
was in the ~'lQ~t dang~r in the Indian camps because of the 
disputes }:)etweenthe chiefs as to . w~oll1 she .. belonged. At 
such times the young sqµaws would help her to hide till the 
disputes were over. Once she had to st~y out all night 1and 
suffered Il.1uch from cold and exposure. . . · · 

In the mouth of December the Indians with their captives 
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reached Detroit, then . just a trading . post. They crossed . over 
into Canada and spentthe winter between Detroit and Lake 
Erie. Mary was sold to a man namedStogwell for- eight gal­
lons of rum. Stogwell was base and crueL He had bought 
Mary from the savages not to do her a kindness, but to make 
her his slave and to receive a :ransom for. herJ possibly. 

Here hardship of every kind was her portion .and she .very 
often felt the pangs of hunger. Mary's brother, James, who 
had been taken to Canada, heard where she was through 
som:e traders and went to see her. The. brother and sister 
were overjoyed at seeing each nthe:r but James was very· 
much saddened by Mary's condUion. "She was clothed in 
·rags; emaciated and care worn, the p~cture of destitution 
and wretchedness}' He said he had neyer seen anybody look 
so miserable and still she was· only a child. She would never 1 

in years, speak of this experience even to her husband or 
to . her. children. 

· It was through the untiring effqrts of Th9mas Evans that 
his sister Martha and James and Mary were brought home. 
He first went to the Indian villages in the West and stayed 
quite a while. There he heard that the prisoners were in 
Canada .. The experiences he had on· this journey to the In­
dian villages; to Canada, and home with the captives, make 
a thri~ling ·story .in themselves. 

He.· went home from these Indian villages and made new 
preparations before . his ··. trip to Canada. W}len he reached 
the · captives .in · Canada, he . found .them .• living not far apart. 
James was quite contented. He had decided to remain in 
Canada but- Mary . and M'rtha . were . an:xious to get home. 
James felt that he must take care of his little sister so he 
made the. journey., with :M'ry. ~ar:th? ·. Evan~ stopped on the 
way with some. relatives in Pennsylvania .. James and Mary, 
with Thomas Evans~ arrived in Augusta County at the home 
of Mr. Wm. McPheeters in March 1789. At this time Mary 
was twelve years old having been a captive about three 
years. , . . . 

Mr. McPheeters' wife .. was Rachel. Moore, the .sister of 
Mary's and J a.mes~ father. Their grandfather and grand-
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mother were at Mr. McPheeters' home at this time. We are , 
glad to think .of these two young people, James seventeen, 
and<Mary twelve, again having the comforts of life with 
those wi+o loved them. Mary lived with her maternal grand­
mother, ·Mrs. Poague, .·.in Rockbridge. County for several , 
years, ·and then in the home> of· Mr. ·Joseph .·· Walker, whose 
wife was her father's sister t at Fancy Hill . 

Mary Moote had red hair, was small of · stature and 
weighed about a hundred pounds. She was considered qui~e 
gb6d lOoking. In October · 1798 she ;nlarried . Rev. Samuel 
Brown, pastor of New Providence' ' church. Here we have a 
happy ·· pict'Ure to present . 

Samui:!l Brown, son>of Henry B., was born at .Ivy ·Cliff in 
Bedford County . . He was of English parentage. 

Samuel ·· Brown accepted '. the .pastorate of New Providence 
Church June 5, 1796; During his pastorate there he taught 
a classkal sch~ol in ··his •own• home. Among his pupils were 
Gov. Ja!rles McDowell, Gov~ McNutt of Mississippi, . Samuel . 
McD. Moore and Dr. Wilson · of the· Union .-Seminary. · 

Below I have a descriptiOn>ofSamuel Brown, written by 
Cfov. James McDowell. -Foote's Sketches, Vol.11, Page-508 . 

''r_['~ll, spare, · btoadsho!,!ldered, <and not p~ticularly ·care­
ful ·at all times , whether he stood precisely straight-a thin 
visageJ with small deep set . eyes of a . grey.color tinged with 
blue, not particularly expressive till the deep passions of the 
heart were aroused; then they began to sparkle and glow." 
· Quoting. ·again 'from F:Qote's ... · Sketches: "His ··.people con~ 

sidered hint a great -reasoner." "His sermons were deeply in~ 
teresting.'~ ''His piety was undoubt~/' "The love of his peo-
ple ·towards him ·became stronger and· stronger." · 

Samuel Brown bought a small farm about two miles from 
New P:roviqence Church. Here he and Mary Moore lived~ 
This place is Bellevue-and rightly named· far its situation 
is really lovely. In front is a meadow through which · Hays 
Creek flows and beyond this a wonderful .view of the moun­
tains with Jump at the right in full view. Jump Mounfafa 
was named from .· an Indian legend . 

Just as the log dwelling was about to be exchanged for 
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a large, convenient bri.ck house, Samuel Brown died, __ Octo­
ber 131 HUS. Eleven children were born at Bellevue to Mary 
Moore and Samuel Brown. Two· ·died in their .• _youth .. Severi 
sons and two daughters>grew.to l'llatudty. Five _of .. the soils 
were Presbyterian.mmisters, one a doctor, and one a farmer; 
One _ daughter married a doctor. in Tennessee. The ~ other 
daughter married Rev. JamesMor:rison v,trhosucceeded Sam­
uel Brown as pastor of New Providence Church~ James Mor­
rison and Samuel Brown were both trustees qf .· Washington 
College and. Samuel Brown's great~great graf19son is at this 
time a member of the board or truste~s .of Washington and 
Lee University. ·samuel_Brownwa.sa __ student at Liiherty Hall 
Academy under Dr. Gra.l1am. 

Mary Moor¢ continued to liye. at Bellevue after her hus­
band's death<In . the meantime; Franc(?s Brown her daugh-
ter had married-James Morrison~ Mary Moore died in 1823. 
Samuel Brown .and Maryi Moore were both . buried at .New 
Providence Clrlir<?h; Four. generations of .their descendants 
··alsolie . asleep -· in . this~emetery. Her daughter1 ·Franc¢s, and 
James Morrison Uved at~Bellevue and took care.oUhe family. 

In closing this story; we shall pause. f9r a moment to think 
of Mary~ Moore'shappy,. life with Sa.muel _• Brown at -Bellevue 
surtotind~d, as ~ she was, by her (!hildren whom she guided 
into -.useful Christian ·men and women • 
. Perhaps this beau~iful ;view of Jump Mountain and the 

valley·to the·left \\fhereth~bloody battle between the.Shaw­
nees and the Cherokees was fought, were~ somet.bnes distress­
ing reminders of the . tragedy of her ·childhood. · We . );>elieve, 
however, thata ~ong of praise and thanksgiving often -went 
up· from her heart for her happy ,home~ for the safety of her 
husband and children and .for, the peace and quiet of that 
lovely valley. · 

. An Addendttm 
At the · conclusion · of_ Mrs. ·Sale's ·· address, Miss .·. Elizabeth 

Barclay read the following extract from "Kith and Kin/' 
saying that Mrs. Sale ·was too mm;lest to include it in her 
speechr but.it-ought to go into th~record: 

"Seven years after, Mary was married to Rev. Samuel 
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BrowrJ., the pastor of New Providence Church . . Its name 
might we+I . pe dear to __ l\,1:ru-y's heart. 'In. Pe1wsylvania soon· 
after_ lan~iQ.g, ·. a little C()!P;pany of storm-tossed Pre.sbyterians 
had, bµ.ilt th,em . a churc~" and · in . token of . God's . care · ha~ 
called it . Provic;ience; tpen moving · on to · Virginia as the 
"Friends'; proved unfriendly, they built another, and ~gain 
commemorating their Father1$ hand, they called ·it New 
Providence. Here in Jl blessed ._ and quiet harbour, Mr~ and 
:Mrs. Brown spent their useful days, until the husband passed 
away, and she was left with the ca:re -often children. -"In no 
time ofher life did 'her character shine more bJ;'ightly." His 
salary had ·been four hundred dollars, · until ·· the last year 
when it was raised ' to five hundred! They .had pupils in. their 
house, among them those who were afterwards Rev. Dr. Wil­
son, professor in ·Union · 'rheologipal .. Seminary· in . Virginia; 
Governor M1Dowellt, of Vi:rginia;GovernqrM'Nuti,' of North 
Carolina; ·and Samuel M'Dowell Moore .. Ma:ry .· .. outlived her 
husband six years, a.nd left her foqr you.nge~t children to 
the ~are of her daughter,. Frances, who haci married Rev . 
James Morrison. Her oldest son, James, just twenty:-five> was 
about to be licensed ; by Presbytery, ·imd Mary sent him 
front lier dying bed; h,ast~ni~~ pack. the forty miles, not 
kn,q~ring _ whether _she ~as st~ll aljve, h~ ~~o:pp~d .. in the dark­
ness ~t-the chqr.c{lyaJ;'d. Seru:ching; he found no i}ew-made 
grave! t~en urg~d)1is 9~e~dand arrived ~t night to receive 
heJ; pa,rti11g blessing .. Five qf her s9ns, twe~~t: of her grand­
so11s .·.and great~grandsol);S . gaye . themselves to . the· ministry; 
twelve of the daughters of • th~ various families married 
rni11isters. Some twe;pty Qf the · .. ~amily ha ye been honored 
Elqer$ in th~ Church. Af1d secpndto none ar~ faithful women 
whqse nam.~s appear on 110 Ass~mbly Roll, hut who are the 
heart and moiive ,ppwer pf the cP.urch~s w}l~r~ they . live . 
Ang t~~WQqld fail to· t~ll>of Mrsi I,t ~· - P(lbqey and her son, 
Cl1arles, th~ Univ.ersity f~r~sidenti h~r husband, the great 
soldier, on Jacl{sotj's sta~1 aJ1d colJ.llted the . greates~ theolqgy 
tea~}ler of his ,day~ . Mr,~ •. :J3~ M· Smith,, whose husband was 
Dr. P~pney's hoJ"lored ~()Hea~ue; of her si$tl;;!r, ":Aunt Hallie/' 
an.d the infiuenc:~ she_ wie,ldecl in her pupiis; of the beloved 
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physician, Samuel Brown Morrison, and of the generations 
'of . Hutches~ns, McJ?hee~ers, . Ghise~ins, Glasgows, Walkers, 
M'Laughlins, McNutts, Telfords, Ffournoys, Rosebros, Pres­
tons, M,Kelways, Browns, Brattons, . and Bondurants . • And 
in every branch is inshrined the m?mory and name of Mary 
Moore." --+c 

CRADLE~BED 

In her later years, . Mrs. Mary Moore Brown suffered from 
insomnia. Was there any wonder? The horror .of her capture 

· by · the · Indians haunted· her through . Ufe. Eleven times had 
she gone down into the valley of c:hild-.bearing. Her devoted 
husband• had gone. 

In her sleepless · hours, . jt crune to . her> . that the rocking 
motion of a cradle might bring to her sleep,· as it had brought, 
during so many nights, quiet sleep to her children. 

She had a cradle made, large ·enough in which to sleep. 
The rocking motion of this cradle-bed brought to her peace­
ful, child.:.like sle~p. The Cradle-bed was made by a skillful 
cabinet•ni'aker, probably · in Brownsburg, Virginia; 

The bed is six .feet long, nearl~ three feet \Vide, and over 
a foot deep~ It is made of poplar boards, nearly an inch thick. 
The heavy rockers are of \valnut, over . ari fach . thick. At the 
bpttom are s~ven loose slats o~ poplar boa_rd~, each 9 inches 
wide ~nd a~()Ut 3. f~e~ long~ and they are placed 'Crosswise of 
the bed. The joints ·. of the bed are · au · dove-tailed, and no 
nails or , screws were used~ 
, · 'Accord~g to l\frs .. Addie McChesney Brown .. Davidson, a 
great-granddaughter of Mary Moore Brown, the cradle-bed 
was ·used by Mrs. Brown at 'her home, ''Bellevue,'t near New 
Provid.~?lce . ~ht:trch~ · until her . ~e*thin 1823'. .The cradle-bed 
was then kept for a ti~e by a . great-granddauglJ.ter, Mrs. 
Mai-y . Moore Hutcheson. Then it. was .. tak.eii by Miss Mar­
garet wai~er, another ~eat .. granddaughter, and was kept 

-at heF hom~ o~ Walker,~ Creek, ~n :ftockbridge County . .. Iri 
April, 1941, the cradle-bed was brought t~ Lexington, Vir­
ginia, to be delivered to Mrs. James Morrison, at Lynchburg, 
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Virginia, whose recently deceased husband, Dr. James Mor~ 
risen, was a great-grandson of Mary Moore and Samuel 
Brown . 

Beside the above cradle-bed, stand two great-grand­
daughters of Mary Moore Brown; Mrs. Addie McChesney 
Brown Davidson, on the left; and Mrs. Bettie Walker Mor­
rison Sale, on the right. 

While in Lexington, the above picture was taken of the 
cradle-bed, by Leslie Lyle Campbell, who wrote the de­
scriptive account of this unusual bed . 



THE HISTORY OF 
NEW PROVIDENCE CHURCH 

The eighth quarterly meeting of the . Society was held on 
Jul~ 28, 1941, at New Providence Church, in Rockb7Jdge fo~n,ty. 
On this occasion the :following paper, on the . History of New 
Providence, .was read by Mr. Walter F. Dice; of Bh:nvnsburg, 
Virginia. 

. The ·history of New Providence like many other yalley 
Presbyterian churches . properly begi!ls among .. a . ·people 
having tlwir abode in the p:roy~ince of U15-t~r, Il'el~ncL A peo­
ple~ who .· d~sired. to worsWp . God accord~ng to the :-dictates of 
their ·. conscience, .. but .· w-e~epr.~vented . by . both' ecciesiastical 
~au(icivillaws. A people . 'tif'hower~ subj~ctedJo. all kinds of 
indjgni~ies ~nd. pe;.~~cu-ti?!fS, pn~ 9£ :vl1i9l1 \Vas a . prodama­
tion isst1e9. ·· iL1 yh~ 17t~ ·:: ~enfuty requirh1g . all resid~n,ts 'of 
Ulster, ~hove _tpe age of 16) . n::ale .a11d 'ieJt1a!e~ , except. +Cat_h~ 
olics, • t<z t,~~e· 1;":h~x w~~ kno"7n . as . the :'Bl~ck JJat~" ·binding 
tqein ·' ~o :v+e,~(! a11 pnc~:rid~.ti~nal .·.obedi:ncE: .. to,aU rpy~~ ,·, com-

. ma11ci~' civil o~ relf gi,?~st' ~~st 9r tlnjust. , :rv.t:any of . ~~e : people 
re!~sea tq. tak~ tl,ie' °:atli ·On the,se .the heaviest penalties 

sho1·t ~l ~~atli .wet~ in~~ct~d . . ··•····.··· · 
J:l,P.~~er . ~}1~11 b.o~ t°: t~~~ j'.pke . of .·. t~ra~ny !1lan~ . of ithese 

peoplesetsai!'at t}1eri$k_;'qUheir 1iyeffEfctoss the' unchartered 
courses of the mighty .Atlantic1 to the then \vilds of America, 
in order, even though the obstacles were great and the hard­
ships almost unendurable, that they might here enjoy life, 
liberty, the pursuit of happiness ·. and the right to worship 
God according to the dictates of their conscience. 
· About the year 1737, Gov. Gooch made grants to two men, 
William Beverly and ·Benjamin Borden, between the ·Blue 
Ridge arid Alleghany mountains, on condition that in a given 
time a number oi actual settlers should be located on· these 
lands. This brought many settlers from Scotland and Ireland, 
and some, who had settled temporarily in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, were induced by the good reports of the VaUey 
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of Virginia to come, and ,by 1739 the valley had become 
thickly populated . 

In conformity with their high Christian ideals of life, their 
faith in and loyalty to their God, t:hese pioneers who first 
settled this valley made first things first, no _matter how great 
the sacrifice by making provision for the public worship of 
God, by building churches and school houses-our own com­
munity as we shall prese.ptly see . being the pioneer in the 
field of _education. These two1 :religion ami education, were 
the cornerstone upon which they l:)egan building their civil­
ization in the New World, and their wisdom and judgment 
is displayed today by the :fact that ours is the brightest star 
in the· constellation of nations . 

As to the origin of· the name New Providence, local his­
torians have disagreed, but it is generally agreed that since 
one bf the .churches in Pennsylvania :from which some of the 
pioneers ca.me was called Providence it i,s resaonable to as· 
sume they suggested the name of New Providence. 

New Providence was regularly organized in 1746 by the 
Rev. John Blair of the · Presbytery of Ne\l]', . Castle. About 
the same time he organized the ·churches of Timber. Ridge 
and North Mountain, covering the territory now covered by 
Hebron and Bethel, and Forks of James,. covering .. the terriw 
tory ·now occupied by Lexington and New Mc.mmouth • 

The first church was built at or near where Old Providence 
now stands. When this church was built or how kmg the 
people continued to assemble there, there is .nmv no way of 
determining . 

The first record of any . effort to obtain a settled pastor is 
found in the minutes of the Synod of New York under date 
of May 18, 1748. The call was extended to a Mr. Byramt who 
declined to accept. It is supposed this call made in 1747, 
while the people of New Providence continued to worship 
at their first log building. There the organiZation of the 
church was effected and ·at a congregational m.eeting th,ere 
assembled the first call for a pastor was made out . 

When about to erect_ the second log building1 much dis­
cussion was_entered into and m,uch difference of opinion ex· 
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isted as to its location. Finally, and we think wisely; the site 
was selected over across the brook from where this building 
now stands, this being .. then as now an •approximate central 
point for the large territory from which the congregation 
com~s. 

Mr. Bryam having declined the ··caU,. Mr. John Brown, a 
licentiate of New Castle Presbytery, was sent out to supply 
New Providence arid · Timber Ridge. 

Mr. Brown was a native of Ireland, but was educated in 
part at least in this country, .· having graduated in 1749 at 
Nassau Hall. In August 1753 a call was made out for his 
services by the United · congregations. The call, a copy of 

.. which is in Dr. Junkin's history of New Providence .. was 
signed by 115 persons and is in very different form from that 
now used. 

Having accepted · itJ Mr. Brown was ordained to . the :full 
work of .the ministry at a ·meeti:ng of New Castle Presbytery 
October 11, 1753. When or whether he was ever fotmally in­
sta,U7d -. t~ere ... ~ no record; A few years after Mr. Brown's 
pastorate began the log houses ·· became .. too · small and .both 
co~gregations determined to build larger and · mo:re durable 
chtjrrihes. 

Again the .. question of location ·came up for discussion. 
Finally the ·spot ·where.the·present church stands ·was agreed 
to by all parties; and we of the present generation believe 
it tO be.the most centraland most beautiful spot in the bounds 
of the congregation; 
. Quoting from Dr. Junkin's history of New Providence, the 

effort to build a fa:rge stone · church was a very great one for 
the people of that day; and shows. their zeal and liberality 
were· very great. 

There were no .roads and no wagons. The first pair of 
.wheels fu. the Ci:mgregation was made at this time to haul 
logs fo:r the church. The. country was unwashed and sand had 
to be carried onpack·horsesfrom South River eight or ten 
miles distant. This was done mostly -by the young girls of the 
congregation. The iron, nails and ·· glass had to · be brought 
fr~m Philadelphia on horseback. The most. of the ready 
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money they had was got~en. in exchange for butter carried 
to Williamsburg . in pa(!k saddles. But· all difficulties were 
overcome: for the people had a heart to work. Some gave 
money and others labor and. thus tlie walls were ·· built and · 
roofed in ar1.d the floor was laid, Here they had to stop for 
they were unable to finish-it. For some years the people con­
tented themselves ·with this unfinished building. ·It is sup­
posed this building was begun in 1756 ·and finished between 
1760 and 1770. 
Th~re is .in possession of the church the original deed given 

by J~mes Wardlaw and his wife, Martha, to certain men as 
elders of the congr~gation of dissenters ·· of New .Providence 
for the originaltract ofB:ih acres of land on which the church 
now statids. 

£?e:veral tra~ts of land have since been purchased and the 
total is · now 25 or more acres. · 

For a l'lUm.b~r of years Mr. Brown lived near Fairfield and 
near the 111iddle .of .his wide charge. He later moved to near 
New Provi¢lence Church. He resigne~ ·as pastor ·of Timber 
Rid~~ Church in 1767, and devoted hi~entire ' time to New 
Providence at a · salary of about $'400, which was considered 
liber~l corisidering t~e scarcity of money and.the plain mode 
of living i:q. those days. In 1795 Mr. Brown resigned as pastor 
of New Providence, ·having . for 42 ·· years labored · there with 
great success. , 

Following the resignation of Rev. John Brown, a meeting 
of the congJ:egatfon was held February 1796, at which a call 
was . extended to Rev. Samuel Brown, who was no relation 
of his predecessor. 

The call was accepted and Mr. Brown preached ·his first 
sermon as .pastor June 5, 1796. Two years ··· 1ater he · married 
Mary Moore, one of the captives of "Abb'sValley". Five of 
their · sons became Presbyterian ministers and one · an·· active 
and. efficient elder in New Providence Church. 

Mr. Br'o.wn's pastorate was a long and happy one. For 22 
years he labored faithfully in th(i! . performance of his duties 
ttfJ a country pastor and exerted ·a very wide influence not 
only within but also beyond the bounds of his own congre-
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gation.One of his elders wrote of him as foUo\Vs: "His talents 
were of.a ve:ryhigh order. His judgment was sound and prac· 
ticaL His preaching impressive and interesting. The longer 
he lived among his people the more they became attached 
to him. A man who never shran,k fro~ any responsibility 
that properly belonged to him in any drcttmstapces in which 
he wa$ placed, and his opinipns probablyca~ried more. weight 
than any other · man's in this end of Rockbridge County~" 

There are no me~ms of det~rmining; . the . size · of the congre­
gation or . church during Mr. Brown's p(;lstorate.That it in~ 
creased considerably under h~s labors may be inferred from 
the :fact that it was during his ministry th.~t t~e old stone 
church was taken down and a brick buildiilg erected on the 
same site. This was the fourth building ancJ. finishe~ in 1812. 

In 1804, when the whole country was excited by the great 
reviva.Lwhich. was . attended by ., those strange excitements 
and bodily agitations called the. ''jer~s", Mr. Brown took firm 
stand against them .. In this position he stood almost alo,:ne in 

. the ministry. Appearing a~ . they did in connection -with a 
great. revival of .. religion .. ••. and .having in rna.ny instance~ . as 
their .subjects persons of established character and und()ubt­
ed piety, we cannot be surprised that our forbears were very 
much perplexed. Mr. Bro\Vn immediately began an investi­
gation of their character which resulted in the conviction 
that .they were in . no sense the work of the Spidt. Mr. 
Brown1s . principal reason for this ·conclusion . was: If the 
Spirit ·has sent me to . preach the Gospel, it ·. surely . cannot 
be the same spirit that prevents me from delivering my mes:.. 
sage or '. the congregation from giving it serious attehtion. 
Under this conviction ije succeeded in keepJng these bodily 
"exercises" out of his .own congregation ahriost entirely, 
while they prevailed .in mo~t if .. n.ot all tl;e congregations 
around. It is well for our church tJ:iat she had in.her n)inistry 
at that time such men as Samuel Brown. To their influence 
we.must .. trac~ the fa<:tthatthef>resbyterian Church ·in Vir­
ginia retainedits integrity while that of Kentucky and East 
Tennessee were rent asunder. For it was in conflict over these 
bodily exercises, regarded by some as a special · work of 
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God and by others as, in ·part at least, a work of the devil~ 
that the division originateg which led to the formation of 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

During his past<frate ~r. Brown lived about 21/2 ~iles 
from the church on a farm later known as Bellvue. He died 
very unexpectedly . October 18, 1818. His grave and that of 
Mary Moore, his wife, are in the adjoining cemetery . 

The vacancy following Mr. Brown's death was of short 
duration, since the Rev. James Morrison providentially . vis~ 
ited the congregation early in 1~19. He was invited to remain 
permrmently. Like his predeces~or, he was a very young man 
and New Providence was his first pastorate. 

He was born in .North Carolina in 1795, was received into 
Lexington Presbytery April . 22, 1819, and on the same day 
accepted the call to New Providence. Before Mr. Morrison's 
time no records were kept, ·but from the beginning of his 
pastorate to the pr~sent ti+n,~ the records are complete. The 
first record of the.minutes of Session w~sapproved by Pres­
bytery as under date of April 26, 1826. The first temperance 
movement was _in _1829, qul'!ng Mr. Mo~d~ori's :pastorate, by 
whom it w~s diligently encouraged. The first $a{>bath School 
was formed in 1830 withJa)l1e,s Brown, a son of Rev. Samuel 
Brow1'lt. 3:S superinten~enifi who was then a student of divin­
ity. He was succeeded as superi~tendent by ThOmas H. Wal­
k:e~~ cind Preston Troiter . .. In 1834 Captain . H~ B. Jones was 
appointed, who served for 41 years, followed by Captain T. 
M. Smiley, who served 4~ years, a~d the present one, Mr . 
Walter E. Beard, was appointed in 1920 . 

Mr. Morrison married a ~aughter of Rev. $amuel Brown, 
and)iv~d at the Brown home on Hays Creek . during his pas­
torat~, and in a sermon prea~hed on the 30th armiversary of 
his pastorate stat?d he was prevented front occupying his 
pulP:it one Sunday on account of the most severe storm of 
rain and wind he · ever · experienced . 
. This is the only known instance of se1~vices not being h~ld 
on the Sabbath at New Providence, until Sunday; Septem­
ber 16, 1917, on account Of ·~· threatened ~pidemic of infantile 
paralysis in the county, when all churches were ordered 
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closed by legal authority. The >church prospered greatly un­
der Mr. Morrison's pastorate, the membership being trebled 
or more. In .1856. the brick building, erected iri 1812, was tom 
down, and the present building was placed· on the same site 
and finished in 1859. . . 

Owing to ill health .Mr. · Morrison resigned in 1857, and 
thereby closed a long and unusually successful pastorate of 
38 years. · 

The first century of the church's history was thus covered 
by . three . :pa.storates. .. .. . .. 

Mr. Morrison W:as su~ceeded by Rev,. .. A. D. Hepburn, a 
licentiate. of Car lisl~ Presbytery, Pennsylvania ... His . connec­
tion with.the church was .a.very short one-just a little more 
than a year. lt was .dissolved at his own .requestt with a view 
to · accepting a professorship ·in the University of North 
Carolina. 

During his mfnistry 20 per~o~s were added to the church 
ron. In April · 1858 the first Board of Deacons ·was formed, 
the numper elected being six. 
· In '1869 a call was n,iade out :for the pastoral services of 
Rev. E. P·. Junkin, ~ho . at tha~ ti1!le wa~ ·laboring in e~ncord 
Presby~ery, .· Nort~ Caro1fua. Mr. Junkin . w~s the first ·pastor 
to . occupy. !he. presentl!lanse. 'His ·pastorate·. extended over 
20 years and was ~ . ~erY:. successful one. His ·zeal, untiring 
energy and eloquence .as a preacher were used by the Master 
to accomplish . great achievement~. , . ·· , 

Dr .. Junkin wasfollowed .. by.Rev. C.R. Vaughan, ~n elderly 
and very scholarly gentlell1anwho served ~s . pastor from 
1881 to -1891. :He is the fb:8:t pastor of New Providen,ce \Vhom 
I remenJ.b,er, not old ~no11gh t{) femember his coming but 
grew old «:mough dtlring rus· pastora~e to reme~ber his ser­
mons :for their very great length, also ·his neatness of dress 
and the always neatly polished box toed .bootshe wore . . Dr. 
Vaughan was rated as one .Of the great theo1ogia:nS of his 
day. It wasduting-his past?rate that the last of the church 
sc~ools , to which . I sh~11 · pr~serytly refer was organized. · 
. Following Dr~ Vaughan's resignaticm in 189i, Rev: G. ~­

Wilson was called to · the ·pastorate, · arid very acceptably 
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filled the pulpit for 17 years, resigning in 1909. Dr. Wilson 
taught the men's Bible class and made a strenuous effort to 
get the men to attend this class instead ·. of assembling under­
the two walnut trees, as there were then, ·in the front ya.rd . 
A visiting minister once remarked that he was informed that 
if those two ttees could speak they could give the neighbor­
hood hews, the price of ·· fa.rm products and various ·other 
items of ip.terest. It was during Dr. Wilsoh1s pastorate in 1397 
th.at the Ladies~ Aid Society, under ·. the able leadership of 
Mrs~ Same Withrow, put on a 'Chty~mnthemum . show. This · 
has contlnued to the present, with' a few intermissions, to 
be an annual event of much pleasure and importance, being , 
largely attended by people · from :far and near. The money 
made at these shows is used in various ways in and around , 

. the church for maintenance, repairs, and beautification, . thus 
lightening the load on the current expense budget. The m:eals 
served at this · show receive much praise and many . compli­
ments from those attending. One gentleman who has traveled 
rath~r extensively said ~'that nowhere in this country, Eng­
land, France or Belgium do the ladies know . how to cook 
quite so well as at New Providence." 

Dr. Wilso.n resigned as pastor in 1909 to be followed by Dr. · 
H. W. McLaughlin who did a great ·!u1d outstanding work at 
New Provide.rice, the climax of which was his leadership in 
the erection of the adjoining Sunday School Building. Many 
obstacles were encountered· and ·discouragements. met with, 
but ·Dr. McLaughlin never swerved from his purpose or 
thought of giving up the struggle. Neve.t; shall l forget the . 
first canvass for funds for the building made one dreary. 
February 4ay over muddy roads, which resulted · in pledges 
of aboµt $16,00~just about ~ the· amount needed. Many . 
of · us were discouraged and ready to give up, but Dr. Mc .. 
Laughlin said the result was fine 'for the . first canvass. This 
building erected at a cost of $35,000 was ·dedicated free of 
debt May 10, 1930. How was it done? In part as follows: the , 
M~Cormicks of · Chicago, descendants of Cyrus Hall McCor­
mick, once a member of New Providence gave $5,000. The 
Ladies' Aid Society from proceeds of chrysanthemum show . 
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gave $5,000. A pledge and legacy by an elder, Mr. Robert 
Brown and his wife of $6, 700-about ;,2 cost of building from 
these three sources. 

Having the Sunday School Building wen under way, Dr. 
McLaughlin :resigned in 1926 a.fter 16 years of great service 
to the church to become . Director of Country Church work 
and Sunday School Extension. 

In 1928 Rev. C. M. Hanna, a young man of great zeal, 
power .and energy was called to succeed Dr. McLaughlin. 
Mr. Hannats pastorate of 111;2 years was a very successful 
one, some of the accomplishments of his pastorate were the 
reorganization and· advancement of the Sunday School, the 
establishment and promotion of attendance at the Summer 
Vacation Bible School, which became the largest in Lexing­
ton Presbytery; · the development of the spirit of evangelism 
which resulted in 593 additions to the membership of the 
church, the introduction of Bible courses .in the public 
schools, and his strenuous efforts toward every movement 
that .would redound to the moral and spiritual uplift . of the 
community. 

Following his resignation January 16, 1938, Rev . . E. S. 
Curriet a . missionary on furlough from China, very ... accept­
ably filled the pulpit until the present pastor, Dr. D. B. 
Walthall, was • called in. 1939. Much has . already .. been ac­
complished under his ministry~ and we are looking forward 
to a long and fruitful association . with .him in the Mastees 
work. Present membership of New Providence is 729, second 
largest rural congregation in Southern Qeneral Assembly. 

Thus we have traced the pastorates of New Providence 
for nearly 200 years-their average length ,being about 21 
years, an unusual.record of fidelity to duty on part of pastor 
and spirit of cooperation on part of congregation. 

In all of these years there have never been any very seri~ 
ous differences, .or Hsplits;"in the congregation. As is to be 
expected many honest differences . of opinion have arisen, 
but ·these have usually ·been ·prompted by a manife~tation of 
interest by the opposing factions. The story is told that when 
it was proposed to place the first organ in the church, one of 
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the elders of that day very vigorously opposed the move-' 
ment

1 
but later .. compromised by saying1 if the majority 

wanted to worship the Lord with machinery he would with­
draw his objections . 

The first evangelistic meeting I remember at· New Provi­
dence was d~ring Dr. Vaugh.an's pastorate with preachin.g 
by Dr. Dinwiddie, 

The Synod of Virginia . was organ~zed at New Providence 
in 1788

1 
and its centennial celebrated here in 1888. . 

The first school organized witJ:iin the bouµds of New Provi~ 
dence Church was in 1749, near where Old Providence 
Church now stai:ids. 

After Rev. John Brown, who was very active Jn the pro­
motion of this school, became pastor of New Providence 
and Timber Ridge, theschool was moved to near Fairfield. 
This .·· school developed ·· info Liberty ·Hall Academy, later 
Washington College and finally Washington and Lee Uni-
versity. . 

This seed which produced Washington and Lee University 
was planted 17 years after the first white settlement in 
the Valley of Virginia, thus showing the value placed upon 
education by these pioneers . 

The next school of which we have record was conducted 
by Rev. Samuel Browtf., second p~stor of New Providence,, 
at his home on Hays Creek. The recorded facts show this 
to have been a classical school of very high order, student_s 
coming from beyond the mountains. Among the students 
may be mentioned Gov. McNutt of Mississippi; Gov. Mc­
Dowell o:f Virginia; Dr. Samuel B. Williamson of Union 
Theological Seminary. Following the death of ~1r. Brown in 
1818, the school was continued . at the same · location by his 
son-in-law, Rev. James Morrison, until probably the middle 
forties, when . owing to .<Mr. Morrison's ill health the school 
closed, but the community was not long without a high 
class school. ~; 

In 1849 the citizens of the community became interested in 
securing a high schoql for this section of the Valley. · 

Accordingly a stock company was formed and money 
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raised for the erection of a building. On behalf oi the citi­
zens of the community an invitation was extended to . Lex­
ington Presbytery to establish the Presbyterian High 
School at Brownsburg. The invitation was accepted by 
Presbytery; a building was erected and the flrst term oi the 
school began September 1850. This school continued under 
various. principals until 1877, seven yea.rs after the advent . 
of the public school• system; When the · building Was sold to 
-the trustees of the public schools of Walkers Creek district. 
William Hodges Mann, ex-governor of Virginia, was a 
student of this school. 

In 1887 the people of the New Providence community 
realizing the public sch9qls, as ·they .were ·then constituted, 
did . not furnish adequate educational facilities, upon the 
advice . and under the leadership of the then pastor ·. of New 
Providence· Church erected at New Providence . Church a 
substantial · 4-room brick · building for the combined -purpose 
of secular education and as a Sunday School building known 
as-New Providence Academy~ In its life of 20 or more years 
this school, under control · of the officers ·of ·the church had 
various teachers well qualified to train the youth entrusted 
to their care. 

ThiS school was attended by boys and girls from almost 
every sect.ion of this county and many from adjoining 
counties. 

The 4 ·year .high school ·course ·having been added to the 
Brownsburg Public School, NeW·>P:roviden~e Academy was 
tom down . fu 1923 and its bricks now repose in the walls 
of the ,present Sunday School building. 

Beneath the sod in the adjoining cemetery :rest the mortal 
remains of Rockbridge's first and last soldiers to lose their 
lives in the' War· Between the States. Lieut. Robert Mc­
Chesney, killed inhattle near Rowlesburg, West Virginia, 
June 29, 18611 and James Wilson, died of a wound received 
on the field of battle April 10, 1865. 

Hartford had its Charter Oak, Philadelphia had . its elm 
and New Providence· has ·-its .sycamore, -a ·· magnificent tree 
standing alone, far from any kith or kin. As the girls ; of 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1756 carried the sand from South River, it is .supposed they 
carried the seed from which grew the giant sycamore at 
the North Gate, which stands unconsciously as a memorial 
to them, of greater height, breadth, beauty and symmetry 
than their children's children could execute in marble or 
bronze. One hundred and ·eighty .. five years have passed and 
the old tree still stands "Glorious in its hoary age.'' Under 
its br~nches have walked the heroes and heroines "Of Revolu­
tionary times as well as those of '61-5. Through its branches 
have been wafted the joyful notes of the organ, as lovers 
plighted their troth, as well as tile strains of the last sad 
requiem, as generation after generation has with tear dim­
med eyes followed .the bier. of ··;\· loved one to its last resting 
place, the vqice of each ·. succeeding pastor .. .• preaching re­
pentance unto God, the prayer of the babe baptized~ the 
happy voices of the children singing Jn the Sabbath School, 
anci the arguments and discu~sions of the three lower 
church courts. · · 

"New Providence Church for nearly two centuri~s serving 
God and the community." · 



REPORTS 

L:mMRIAN'S REPORT 

The Society is gradually acquiring in its Archives various 
documents---printed, written by hand, or type-written-of 
historical value. As yet the collection is a very modest one, 
but unquestionably wm grow. Up to the present . time we 
have: 

1. Folder devoted . to Jane Todd Crawford and Dr. 
Ephraim McDowell. 
· 2. Folder ·devoted to Falling Spring Church. 

3. . Fold;er devoted to Mrs. Margaret Lynn Lewis' "Valley 
Manuscript." 

4~ Folder devoted to Borden Grant material. 
5. Fo1d~rs, . several in number, devoted to various bio­

graphies. 
6. Article: "The Land Boom/; by Hon. Hugh \\'bite. 

_ 7. Article: "WHlfam Graham and Jockey Robinson," in 
Virginia Historical Magazine. 

8. Articles: "Roads of Early Settlers," and "James 
Young's Mill." 

9. Pamphlet: List of names in High Bridge · Church 
Cemetery~ 

10. Pamphlet: The Glebe Burying-ground of Staunton. 
11. Pamphlet: '*Settlement of the Valley," Jas. Sprunt, 

quoted in Congressional Record. 
12. List of names in Muse Cemetery, 8 miles north of 

Lexington. 
13. Roster of all Virginia Military Institute cadets. 
14. Alumni Catalogue of Washington and Lee University. 
15. Various photographs of places of historic interest in 

the county. 
16. Copies of all papers so far presented at meetings of 

this Society. 
17. Copy of the bi-centennial issue of the Lexington 

Gazette. 
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18. Copy of Program of the 49th Annual ·Reunion Con~ · . 

federate Veterans. 
Ht . Article in Saturday Evening Post: V.M.I.1 with pic-

tures in color . 
20. . TM . original rough draft of "Incorporation of Rector 

and Trust~es of Liberty Hall Academy. (Mounted between 
two panes · of glass.) From the .Johnstone family of Stone 
Castle." 

21. Various committee reports on Historical Markers, 
Biography, etc. , 

22. Various old letters of interest to local historians . 
. 23. Various books, donated to the Sodety1 and docuJ;nents 

of interest. 
24. Section of planking from the old uPlank Road/' 

. sandpapered, varnished and suitably inscribed . 
25. Pamphlet: History of the Windy Cove ~resbyterian 

Church, from Miss Ellen G. Anderson. · 
26. Photographic copy ·. of a Jed Hotchkiss map of this 

region, .from Wm. D. Hoyt; Jr., Ph; · D . 
27. Copy of book: The Historical Significance · of Rock­

bridge County, from James W. McClung. Donated·by Mr . 
Jas. W. McClung . 

28. Book: Col. H. C. Parsons' Poems, from Captain .G. D. 
Letcher . E. P. TOMPKINS, Librarian 

REPORT · OP . THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORICAL LANDMARKS 

AND APPLIANCES 

This committee> in planning its work, divided Rockbridge 
County into the following districts: 

1. Lexington . 
2. East Lexington to Goshen. 
3. Whistle Creek and Kerr's Creek. 
4. Buena Vista and South River . 
5. Buffalo and Collier's Creeks. 
6. Balcony Falls and Arnold's Valley . 
7. Natural Bridge and Vicinity. 
8. Brownsburg and New Providence . 
9. Timber Ridge and Fairfield . 



The above districts were assigned to the members . of the 
Committee, who have secured for the Society the following: 

Histories of the High Bridge, New Monmouth, Bethesda, 
Stone Timber Ridge, Oxford, . Lexington Presbyterian, and 
R. E. · ·· Lee Memorfal · Churches. Papers ·· ()ll {he Withrow 
House, William Dold House, Samuel Dold Hous~, John­
stone Stone House, Clover Hill, Herring Hall, Greenlee 
Farm, Silverwood, Boxwood, . Maglin and Nancy :Reid House, 
The House of Leybum, Arnold's Valley, Valley of Virginia, 
R E. Lee, Battle of New Market, Strange Aciventure of the 
Jefferson Davis Silver; The Century of the Reaper (by 
and from Cyrus McCormick, August, 1940}; photostatic copy 
of the old Session ·. Book of .High Bridge Church; from Henry 
M. Miley a number of photographs of historic interest; some 
old ·app1ianeest an adz,.a frow, a bullet mould, a Revolution­
ary War powder-hom . and haversack, rawhide whip, cast­
iron teakettle and gridiron, open-fire waffie-ironi riveter of 
iron barrel·hoops, a unique old iron safe. 

At several of the meetings of the Society, there were ' ex­
hibits of ar.tides of hisfodc interest, including old fire-arms, 
Indian relics, old quilts, etc. In Rockbridge County, in the 
home, in the mill, ~and in the shop, are many articles of great 
histotic -_ mte:res~.~ These should be preserved, and it .is .hoped 
that they will be placed with the Society for safe-keeping. 

· · LESLIE LYLE CAMPBELL, Chairman 
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ARTICLES OF CONSTITUTION 

This is to certify that we, the undersigned1 desire to and 
hereby do associate ourselves together to form an associa­
tion to be known as Trm ·ROCKBRIDGE HISTORICAL SocmTY, 4ri 
association not organized for a profit, in which no capital 
stock nr required or . to be issued, under the < provisions and 
subject to the requirements of the law fc;ir such case made 
and provided, and by this~ our certificatet set forth, as fol-
lows: .,, , 

(A) The name of the association is to be Tm RocKBRIDGE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY. < • • • 

(B) The name of the town and county wherein its prin .. 
dpal office in this. state ·is to be located is Lexingtonr Rock­
bridge County, Virgip.ia. , . 

(C) The purposes for which it ·is formed are, as follows: . 
The· collection, preservation and di$semination of all things 

relating to the historyi antiquities, landmarks,. and litera-
ture of the County of . Rockbridge and the Town . of Lexing­
ton, Va., and promoting general interest . in these purposes . 

(D) The number of trustees who are to manage the af~ 
fairs of the . association shall be thr~e (3) , to be elected by 
the Society. · 

. (E} The na:rnes of the trustees who are to manage its af­
fairs for · the . first year of its existence, a:re as follows~ 

..<->.••••• ••••<>••<•A<•,.•••• .. • • ·><••<•••><>••••••••••>•••"•• •• • •• .. • ••• <· • • • • • ~• •<>••"''"""·~" •' "+<uoo+ 

.. •• •<·••• ••<·>• < ••••<·" .. ' ' "' ••.,•<·.o.+• ••• > • • > • • •• o .. + <•+< > +••'<••• ~ .. .,.. ... ~ ••••+• >•••< r+•••-•+f' ~ ..... , ,.,.,.,., >• 

(F) The period for the duration of the association is un­
limited . 

{G) The amount ofreal est.ate to which its holdings are, 
, at any time, to be limited is 1,000 acres. 

Given under our .hands this ............ day of ..... ,. ...... ,. ... , 1939 . 
'! ,,.,. ...... •• < > + C >•O +"' . .. .. .. ,., .. •••• ... , .... • +A•Oh .. C •.• •< >+ < > •< >+< H•"' •A+ <• +< >+< .. . .... .... o+ 

.. ..................... ............................... .......... ....... " .............. ................ 1 ...... ,.. .. 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
County of.Rockbridge, To .. Wit: 

I, ..... ~ .... , ... : ............... , ............... , . ~· · : ........... ................... ., ....... , a Notary Public in and 
for the County of Rockbridge) State of Virginia, whose com-
mission expires ................. : .. , .................................. -. ... ,. .... , 19 ...... , do certify that 
....... ., ... ......................... ; ......... ;:; ................. , ..... ............................. . ,. ................................ '. .... , ,and .... ' ............ . 
... ... .. ..... .. ........... , whose names are signed to the foregoing writing 
bearing date on the ...... day of ......... .. ............. . ........ .. .. , 1939, have this 
day, each of them, acknowledged the same before me in 
my County aforesaid. 

Given tinder my hand this ... , .. day 01 ..... .............. ............................ , 1939. 
........................................ ... ........ ., ...... .. .... Notary · Public 

Note: By some oversight, no trustees had been elected by the Society 

prior to October, 1941. 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I-MEMBERSHIP 

(a) :fyrembership in this society shall consist of persons 
interested in the purposes of the society, and who shall be 
approved for membership as hereinafter provided~ 

(b) Any person.!llay be proposed in writing .·for member­
ship in this society, and such proposal shall be submitted 
to a cC>mmittee on memb~rship for its approval. 

(c) Membership shall be divided into the following clas­
ses: 

(1) Active members, who shall be regularly approved 
and elected as herein otherwise provided, and who 
shall pay such admission fee and periodic dues as 
may be required by the s~ciety. · 

(2) Sustaining lllembers, who shall be otherwise quali­
fied as · active members, ·but whO indicate a desire to 
contribute dues provided for sustaining members to 
further the purposes of the society beyond the in­
terest of other active members. 

(3) Life members, who shall be otherwise qualified as 
active members ofthe society, and who shall within 
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ARTICLES OF CONSTITUTION 

thirty days after their election pay the dues pre­
scribed for life members to be credited to them in 
lieu of ~ny further admission fees or dues. 

(4) Me111ori~l11u:1mbers,who may be elected from such 
persons ··as may · appear · to be.· entitled to ·this diS· 
tinction :from their connection with·or interest in his- · 
torical ot literary . pursuits, or . who may indicate a 
disposition ·· to· contribute to the collections to pro­
mote the objects of this society. 

(d) If any active member shall fail to pay his subscrip­
tion for two years,· or a~ . any tim'e -refuse ·to pay the same> 
he shall forfeit all the :rights and privileges of membership, 
and the · ex43cutive committee shall cause · his name to be re-
moved froin the list of members. .. 

ARTICLE II-OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS 

(a) The offic~rs < of this societ)' shall be: A President, 
seven (7) Vi£e-Presiderits, a recording secretary, . a corn~s­
po:qdHig. s~cret~ry, ·. a treCis~rer; and a librarian. The fore- . 
going officers shall be . electe(l at the annual meeting of the 
society, by written ballot of those attending or voting at 
such meeting . 

(b) The president shall preside at all meetings of the 
society: shall haV:.epower to. appoint allstanding and special 
committees, y;rit}1; t:he exception of the nortyinating commit­
tee. At lea~t . !hree. of the vice-presidents shall be residents 
of the County of Ro(!kbri¢.ge1' and at least one vice-president 
s]lall .. be ¥resident of the .r_rown o~ Lexington,. Va. The vice­
pret>icie11ts shall,, h1 . order, as . they . are .available for . such 
purposi;;s, discheirge the .. dutif?~ of the president whenever 
the la~ter shall be absent or unabl~ to . act as such. The re­
cord}ng secretary shall keep an accurate reco~d of the pro­
cee,dings ()f the.society-and ~f . it~ committees, and shall keep 
an a~curate · list 9f the .tner,nbership of the .. society .designated 
accordipg .. to the classifiication thereof, with the ·addresses 
Qf .•. such Il1embel's. The corr!spomiing·.··. sec!'etary .shall like­
wise keep a list of the names and address'es of members and 
of officers~ an( f)ha!l ·notify . su~h members of- ·the' time and 
place ·of meetings, ·of · e~ections, . arid ···of other proceedings of 
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the society, and shall :furnish proper publicity . to the press 
of matters of interest relative to its affairs. The treasurer 
shall receive . an funds of the society and disburse same at 
the dire9tion of the . executive committee, and shall submit 
a proper report.and accotmt of thetransacHons of that office 
at the annualmeeting of the society~ The librarian shall re­
ceive and . take · proper care .1;1nd custody of historical papers 
and records and information brought to the attention of 
the society J shall obtain and collect material desirable to 
its purposes, and shall furnish records and information for 
publication or for t;lle work of committees and shall perform 
such other duties a,s may be designated by the executive 
committee and which ·may further the ptirposes of the so­
ciety. 

(e) The term of ·the foregoing officers :shall be . for one 
year or untiLa successor shall be elected, subject to the 
qualification that the presid~J1t . ~}ial! not be eligible t() hold 
office for more than three successive ye?tS. Members may 
be nominated trorn the. floor for any office, following the re­
port of the nominating comrQittee, and tl;ie majority of votes 
cast at the anmial · meeting shall be sufficient for · election. 
Vacancies .occurring ·1n any office between ·· annual meet­
ings . shall . be filled · by· the ·executive committee. 

ARTICLE III-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee sh.all be co~posed of the presi­
dent, the s~cretarie~, the .treasurer an~ libra~ian, with . such 
other · members . of the . society as may be appointed . ~y . the 
president to the .number .of.not less than ten nor more ·· than 
fifteen. This committee shall ti1eet at the call of the presi· 
dent not.Jess than six .. tim,es a year, and shall he empovvered 
to discuss and trapsact current business ,of the society in 
the ·inte!"im. between genera1 .. meetings, to appoint the ·nom­
inating committee1 and to cl() all . other acts necessary and 
incident to. the pr:oper tr~sact:ion of the business of the so­
ciety not re.quired to be perfor;rned at a general meeting. 

ARTICLE IV--CO?v-ThUTTEES 
(a) The Nm:ninating Committee shall consist of not less 

than three nor more than five members appointed by the 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .! 
• • • 
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executive committee not less than thirty days before the 
date of the annual meeting of the society. No officers of the 
society shall be members of this committee~ It shan ·be the 
duty of this committee to submit, at · the annual meeting. of 
the society, one or more names of suitable persons to be 
voted upon for each office to be filled by election at such 
m~eting . 

(bl The Membership Committee shall consist of not less 
than · fivf; nor more ..•. than . ten ~:rnembers t o .. be appointed by 
the Pr~sident, .. with .the advke _·an~app5o'?a1 .. _of the execu­
tive committ,ee. It shall be. the duty of this ·committee to :re­
ceive ~nd approve or disapprove all written proposals for 
membership, and submit their recommendations in writ­
ing to the president. The executive committee shall be em­
powe):'ed .· to admit persons approved by the . membership 
CQf1ltnit~e~ .to ... · lllem~ershi_p _ and to announce · their election 
at the next g,eneral meeting of the society. 

(<:) · The ·Program Committee shall -consist . o! not less · than 
th~ee nor inore than five members of the society, whose 
duty it shall be to arrange and present at meetings of the 
society ll1att~rs of genert11 interest. · · · 

(ci). The Ways and Means .Committee sha.11 ._ consist of the 
president, the treasurer, a.nd t}lree oth.~r . members of the 
society, whose t:luty Jt ~hall : b~ to supervise and ·arrange 
the nnancial a.,ffairs of the society, tlJ,e <;ollection of dues, 
the · jnvestment ·of ·funds of the society, ·and th~ raising of 
funds fo~ .specialpurposes or objects and all other matters 
relating to the #nancial welfare of the society . 

( e) A Committee' on ·Historical Records shall consist of the 
librarian . and such other members as may be designated by 
the president, whose duty it shall be to assist the librarian 
in the collection and publication . of historical and genealogi­
cal . matters, records and information . 

(f) Members of such committees shall proceed to organ­
ize and elect a chairman, and shall rem:;tin in office until 
their successors have been duly appointed . 
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ARTICLE V-.,.DUES 

Dues of members shall be payable within thirty days of 
the date of the annual meeting, . and notices shall be mailed 
by the treasurer to all members at . such times as that officer 
may deem proper. Unless and until otherwise directed by 
the society, .no admission fee shall be required for member­
ship) ·and annual~ues shall.be .$2.00 for each active member 
and $10.00 for each ·sustaining member. As heretofore pro~ 
videdt life members shall pay . an admission fee of $50 in 
lieu of other dues. Memorial merrib,ers shall not be ·required 
to pay dues, but shall have the privilege of contributing 
money or material to the society in accordance with their 
interest. 

ARTICLE VI-MEETINGS 

There shall be four general meetings during each year, 
the first of which shall be an annual meeting for the purpose 
of . transacting business of · the society, the remaining meet­
ings to .be devoted to a discussion of matters of interest to 
the society, under the direction of the Program Committee. 
A quorum for the transaction of business at any annual 
meeting shall be fifteen members, and at committee meet .. 
ings . of a majority of those required to act. A majority vote 
of memb~rs present or voting . shall be sufficient fo deter­
mine all matters submitted to the society or any committee. 
Special meetirigs shall be had at the call of the president 
or of the executive· committee; and meetings of committees 
shall be had at the call of the chairman or acting chairman 
of such committee. · 

ARTICLE VII---ORDER OF BUSINESS 

·The order of business at any regular meeting shall be, as 
follows: 

1. Rea.ding of Minutes 
2. Reports of Officers 
3 .. Reports of .Standing ·Committees 
4. Reports ·Of ... Special Committees 
5. Unfinished Business 
6. Communications 
7. New Business 

• • 
~ 

• ., 
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8. Program and .General Discussion 
The order of business at any ·meeting may be varied ·by 

the executive committee to carry out the proper purposes 
of such meeting . 

ARTICLE VIII-AMENDMENTS 
The articles of association heretofore approved shall be 

the Constitution of this society, and such constitution, as well 
as the by~Iaws, or any of them, may be amended at any re­
gular meeting of the society ·by a two-thirds vote of those 
attending or voting, provided _such proposed .amendment 
has .been submitted at the last previous meeting~ and notice 
thereof· conveyed to the members by mail or .. by publication 
in one of the local newspapers not less tha11.ten days previ­
ous to the meeting at which the. same -is to be voted upon; 
save that previous notice ::;ball not be required as to any 
amendment approved and recommended by the executive 
committee. 

The above Constitution and By.Laws were adopted by 
the Rockbridge Historical Society, in Lexington, Virginia, 

-ori August 9th, 1939 . 
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MRS. ELEANOR JUNKIN LATANE 

Mrs. Latam~ died in Leesburg, Va., on October 26, 1939. She 
was born in the Falling Spring manse when · her father was 
the pastor of that church. She spent much of her early life 
in Lexington, and made lengthy visits from time to time in 
later life. 

One of Le:xingfon's most c~~ming and gracious personali­
ties, she endeared· herself to a -ho_st of friends) who grieved 
greatly to lose her. 

She first originated the idea of a local Historical Society, 
and was:, until her deathJ thoroughly interested in its success. 

She was the widow of the late Dr. John Holladay Latane, 
professor at W. &L. University, and later at Johns Hopkins 

University. Miss ELIZA})ETH HOPE STUART 

The community lost one of its most valued members when 
Miss Hope Stuart breathed her last. She died September 11, 
1940, ·in her home in Lexington. She was an only child of 
W. C. Stuart, long and favorably known . as . a bus~ess man 
of Lexington, and her mother was before her marriage Mar­
garet Kinnier .. Miss Hope was educated at M:ary Baldwin 
College, and all · her life she bore a prominent part in the 

· social . life of · the town, being . an active worker in the Pres-
byterian church, and in the Woman's club. " . 

She was earnestly interestedin the Rockbridge Historical 
.Society, which she helped to organize as a charter member. 

DR. FRANCIS LEE THURMAN 

A charter member. of this . society, was born in . Albemarle 
county. Practic?d at Keswick1 at Glasgow, and at Buena 
Vista. In his early ·years was secretary to Senator Breck .. 
inrid;ge o.f Kentucky. Famous as a raconteur, a delightful 
writer, .enthusiastic antiquarian, ·with a wide circle of ac­
quaintances, and a host of warm friends. Died January ~20, 
1941i in University Hospital, Charlottesville1 . after_ a pro-­
tracted illness. Interment in a tomb he had prepared at Kes­
wick, in Albemarle county. 
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FOREWORD 

.. J.>h1s }it•to~ical ~ocie:ty J . .s yot you:ng. It is now 
Just enter~pg ~p9n · .. 1ta , ~entb ··· ra~r, ~av~ng 'been organized 
in· 1939 • . t.t~"'b.eranip nqw nµJn}9ers move · than two hw1dred, 
of wNcb ne~:r ()pe-fo'UJ."th are nOI,I~r13aident members, 
sea tt9r~4t.~9u~l1 ·sb:teen a-tatess from ll~:tw En.gland to 
Texa~, .~~~ ~tP~ C~p:£1eo to Georgia ~n<l Florida.; This 1s 
ra~her a11 · 1tti~:t)~~a·~·V:~1nQ.1cat1on of th;e w:ldeapread . intar­
eat :Jn .Rock~l''-~~Q ···. cpunty, whose history is ·as Jmpoi;tant 
as .· .. 4ny otl?:~r 1p }'lrg:tnl~. , 

.,. 

~ri~.er~h) 1#.' the workings or th~, ,Sqctet7· has not 
only Kept' upweJl,.. lt h{l.s . grov:n ~1tn .. t}l~)<;ars. The .· 
var~P\·i~ ·· cp~tj~~~a~G.<'. tb~> a~·~cla} ... eomrntt.te~a .filJl;~ ··. · tl1e sub ... 
C°:~.~tt~a,~ 1 ·· ta, .8-r; '.fl~l.l as .tt1E)•';st£u1ding COli1,nt1t.t~es ·· ~·· tnosa 
on ~~<:ll'l · ~ sµ'J?j~c.~,~;. ~a •. 111s.~9~~~ landmark~# }J1o~J;*aphy1; .. •. 
gan~fl~Pt?'~;;. >~t~-.,- bt,lVtt d()ne . a?od worlq, ta,nd many lµ~tters 
o.r ~~~~9~1-¢ ).i,A~~r.§~~Fp~va b~en . Preae~ve4{'~l\P9S~~rltf.­
Tlw _.q?l~~~.t .1qn, •.:9t~ 4ctciimiep~~ 1 i photoa 1 ··. IP&l':S~ ·bqoi(sf. etc.,·, 
is '1;~1\fjild1, .. ~e>R-~·1d,or.ab;l.fi.f ¢9nddar~ng ~}le a~<?J?t . t11Jlo ao 
ta~ 1J~8~1'l:··· aii,qr a8.;:.t'qe i ~c><:;l,e'l:1 ·now . bJ,l$ ''Jl • h,~pi.~,~~1on 
and , . l'loirlfa·'' .J~ .1'fi:ll ·. g~ci:~ r ,e;pldl y. · 

.• ; ,...__. .... ·._;._;··. : '. ·. _,.' .,: • .;:·~ .... 
~~Et,:~o~i~~Y ·;t::(~~e . proud , poa~es~or: ... o~ th1>a. nome -

41 Tbf.: O~st1e'~ , ~· a . ~ket~};l\ 9:_r ,~~9h t~ <-the . tront1sp1ece of 
tn,t.s,·.•• -V.R!UJ?e;'./tJW~~gb .tbe:. geµ~roua gl .o~ .. ~9<'- :late 
PI"p:te~!}9~ · J~a·~.e ·,~~u~ -fort, ,, ~h() • deviae~r· ... · ·'•··pp~p.~~t>y in 
h1~:;;J!:~~~; • ·.t ~P<* ·t~~~ .~qcte~y/is px•ot):l\iO:<it<7'. ':~P~~~~~lft() a. 
loy~:L :lll"~~,!1e~,• J?r~:; Le~H~;:Lyla c .. · .. '.J::.l, . ;B.f .'. S ,ll,:~ply1~ 
the. J~!~"n:fi<;~.n~y. ~µ,pe:rln~afld~ng · t;b, . / .. .. · ()l'·K~ •·. 9I;;_;~~rno(:i~tl}ll8 
the ~t,J:n,.~~lfS >~I? f~t . it for <tne .~B~J.~tY:~' {j ' .R:;10:f ::<' · ·.···. 

:/.:,·: A.~~~'~ · ~~~ Sp,91,ety 1,a ·· und~r ~ C4~ptC>i?~i-'1.tltud~. 
to · Yl~~~lfrj6~9;1- . E.\l1fl ,, L~e . l!~.i~er~J~y, , !'()f , affo:1,'g~rs ' -apfi.ce, 
dur~pe • $.~v~rSt~ : 1eitJ'a ·• hlt;~~ftQ: · ~~t . a. d.t>P9?1~q:t\1 >tQr :the 
col)(~c::t'.i. ()r.i· Q~ ·J1~,~tori9~J. J;µ~to~~e.l, thua •tar &;Cq\lil>e~. · 

. - . -·._·;. _,_ . . : . 

~. t'endlet,on '!'omp~ir.is, lih D. 
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( FOREJ¥0RD 

T HE Soc1rry has not been able to have the full Proceedings of 
the Society printed since 191 t because of limitations due to 

·world ·war II, and even now it is not possible to publish in full 
the papers that have been read during the past four years. It is 
not even possible to publish abstracts of all the papers since so~e 
of the papers are not aYai!able amt the authors were unable to fur­
nish digests for publication. Even so, it has seemed ·wise to publish 
as much of an outline as possible of the ·work done by the Society 
during those years and the present publication is the result of that 
effort. Dr. Leslie Lyle Campbell, president of the Sodety for l!H4 
and 1945, appointed a digest sub-committee composed of Mr. C. 
Harold Lauck and Mr. Earle K. Paxton to m1dy the possibilities of 
assembling the available material for publication, and the project 
was approved at a meeting of the executive committee on October 
29, 1945. At a general meeting of the Society the same C\'ening. the 
action of the executive cmmnittee received final approval. .It is 
hoped that the information herewith pu.blished will be of value to 
the members and all those interested in the affairs of the Rock· 
bridge Historical Society. 

The comrnittec hereby makes grateful acknowledgment of the 
invaluable assistance of Dr. Lc$JicLylc C:unpbcH in preparing the 
manuscript for publication and in checking the pnjofs for factual 
errors. 

Until October, 1943, the meetings of the Sodety were held in 
. the Student Union building of Washington and Lee University. 

Earlier in that year, that building had been taken oYer by the 
School for Personnel Services of the United States Army Service 
Forces. Since that time, the Society has met in the Oni\'crsity Uw 
hra:ry~ withthe exception of its summer meetings held in SC\'cr~I of 
the old churches in Rockbridge County. Pending the time when 
the Society may ha,·c a mom or 1miiding of its own, the University 
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Uhrary has generously set aside space in the hasement of the Li­
brary where an appreciable arnoutlt of the nrnterfal of historic in­
terest. which the Sodety has coUectcd, is now stored '«md where it 
may be viewed by the members and others intcrestcd, in the history 
of Rockbridge Conmy. 

c. HAROLD LAUCK 
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D. Letcher, Mrs. Rosa Tucker Mason, Mrs. Charles McCuHoch. 
Dr. James Lewis Howe. and Dr. IJeslie Lyle CampbeH. 

cori.IMITTEE ON H lSTORICAL RECORDS 

DR. JAMES LEWIS HowE, General Clrninnan 

Sub-Committees 

On Genealogj': Dr. E. P. Tompkins, clrnirmmt, Miss Maud Hous­
ton, .f\.fiss Evelyn Nelson. Dr. Reid White, and Mr. B. F. Harlow. 

On Historical Landmarks and Appliances: Dr. Leslie Lyle Camp­
bell; chairman., Miss Ellen Anderson, Miss Maud Houston, Mrs. 
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W. D. Hoyt, Mr. J. Harry Lyle, H(m. Miles Poindexter, Mr. E.T. 
Robinson. Mr. W. Horace Lackey, and Col. ·r. A. E. Moseley. 

On Biograf1hy: Dr. W. G. Ikan,. dU?irman, CotGeprge AL B.rooket 
Col. William Couper, Dr~ L-. C. He!cknnan, Mr. Harrington 

· Waddell. and Mr .. Matthew W. Paxton, Jr. 

MEMBERSHIP CQMMITTEE 
'· , 

Capt. Greenlee n. Letcher, chairman, .Miss Ellen Anderson, Mrs. 
E. A. Sale, Mrs. Curtis Walton, ·and Mr. Hale Hcmston. 

WAYS AND l\fEANS COMMITTEE 

Mrs~ Rosa Tuck~r Mason, chafrmnn, Miss Mary Barday, Miss 
. Mary Monroe Pcnkk, Col Pant Welles, and l\·fr. E. K. Paxton. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Charles McCulloch. cl1n,irnum~ ~-frs. Frank l\·fOore, Mrs~ Clay­
ton E. W,illiams; Mrs. T. M. Wade. and Mr. E. K. Paxton. 

RADIO ADDRESS ON THE HISTORY OF THE 
· ROCKBRIDGE HISTORICAL SOQIETY . 

.. Undephe sponsor~Mp of ihe \~it Ham Watts Chapter, Virginia 
Division of ~h(! U n}ted Daughters of the .•. Confederacy • . through 
~fiss Gr(lce Buford, its rndif} chairman. ·on December 2% 1941, an 
address was delivned o'·cr the Rtinnokc rndio 01) the history of 
the Rockbridge Historical Society. by Mr. Charles McNuhy, the 
grandson of ·the . Hon. William A. 1\ nderson. The ·address was 
printed in the fa!xittgto11 Gazette of Janrnuy 1 and 8, 1942. 

ARNOLD'S VALLEY 

At the quarte'rJy meeting of ~he Society, October 27, 19,p, the 
Hon, 1\fHes 'Poindexter~ Of · Green kc, Vhginia, read a paper_ on 
HArnoid's Valley.'' · "" 

Thr. paper describes rhc Valley's frontngc, four miles, on the 
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soutl~ . side .of.James JUver, between the Water Gap al Balcony 
FalJsapdLiuleMm~ntain at .Greenlee; itsendosnre on the South 
by the peaks of Thiuider HiiLand Apple Orchard; 4,200 feet high. 

Stephen Arnold was tl~e first sett.ler fo the V:dley named after 
him, t745. Subse<1ucrlth settled by Greenlee, Pax.tons, Andersons, 
Burks, Campbell~, and others. . 

The paper . desttlbes ihe school and church built. by them in 
Amold's Valley, ·and alsc) Glemvood Furnace and qreen1ee Ferry. 

"BlG FOOT" \VALLACE 

On January 26,' 19.4~. Mr. Hanington Waddell read before the 
Society a paper on "'Big Foot' WaJJa~e.'' A digest of this paper, 
furnished by Mr. ·. Waddell, follows: 
. "William AJ~xa~d.er Anders~n 'Bi? . Foo~' Wallace, son of An­

drew Wallace .and Jane TI!air,,\•as.born .atthe. old WaUace home, 
one mife s<mtheast of Lexington, Va., September 3~ 1817. He died 
near Davine, Frio County, Texas.January 6, 1899. 

"He Jef~ RoskhridgeC_o.unty at the age of 2~ andwet~t to Texas 
to ave~gt'.! t1t,e ~eatf1 of~.· brother, who was niaisar:~cd by the Mexi­
cans at Goliad. lie served' :his adoptecl state <a.s Indian fighter, 
Ranger, Civil War. spldie,r, and :Post Carrier . . His remains are in­
terred inSanAntot:Jio,,cmd .J~e Statej)f.Texas J{as signaHy.tionored 
his .memory. See highway mar~er .at tf1e corner of. 1'.fa.in ai1d Hous­
fori ·Streets, Lexington, Va. His ·portrait ha11gs in the Rockbridge 
County O:mrthorise~ ·· · ~ 

ROCKBRIDGE MEN 
IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

At the regular quai:tetly meMng of the Sodety, on April 27, 
1942; Mrs. Linette It Peak, Of Glasgow, Va., read a p:-tper on the 
''Rockbridge Men in the Revolutfonary \:Var.'; . . 

Mrs. Peak's work on the history of Rockbridge Men in the Rev­
. oJutionary W:it may well serve as the bas.is for future investiga­

tions. In her paper she gave thumb-nail sketches o( Robert Dunlap, 
William McKee, James Campbell, Captain John Lyle, Alexander 
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Crawford, John Dm:ids.nn, Rev. SamueUfouston, General Andrew 
l\foore, wim~m Mome, Capt<tin . John Paxton, and Captain WH· 
Ham PaxtoiL ·· 

The paper was printed in the Lrxingtrm Grrzelle of April 30 and 
May 7. t9.f2. 

.so·.f\f'E VALUES OF 
THE Al\IERICAN. REVOLUTION 

.At the meeting of the Sodcty on Joly 27, l!J.12, in the oH! Stone 
Church at Tit~ber Rh1gc. l)r. Wi~fiam Alexander ~f urphy, of 
"Bethel Green," near Stam~ton, Va., gave a talk on the above sub­
ject. T he talk was ba;;ed (a1somc i)!d papers cHscovered near Green· 
viHe, Va. The papers have to do .with John Steele, o[ rhe l\Hddle­
brool; neighbod;wod, who was au officer in tfie Revolutionary War, 
and later served as Secretary of the Mississippi Territory, · 
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EXECUTIVECOMl\·f ITT EE 

Ex Officio: J\lr. Eade K. Paxton, J\.fr. C~ Harold Lm1ck, Mrs. John 
W. Kelley, Mr. · E. S. Mattingly. and Dr. E. P. Tompkins. 

A/Jpoinled: :Mrs. Charles McCulloch, Dr. ·Leslie Lyle Campbell, 
Dr. James l. .. ewis Howe, Mrs. f\·f. B. Corse, Miss Henrietta Dun­
lapi Miss Mary Barclay • . ~fr. C. C. Tutwiler, Captain Greenlee 
D . . Letcher; l\fr!r. Rosa Tucker Mason, J\~r. Stuart Moore, and 
Mr. Harrington .Waddell. . 

COl\J~fITTEE ON HISTORICAL RECORDS 

DR. JAri.tf:s LEWJs HoWE, General Clrnirmnn 

SulJ;Committees 

On Biography: Dr. William G~ Ile:rn, ~Hss Elizabeth Barday, Cot. 
William Cbttper, I\fr. B. F. Harlow, Mr. Matthew W. Paxton, 
Jr., and l\fr. Harrington Wacl<lcH. 

On Gen·ealogy: Dr .. K P . . Tompkins, Miss Judith Anderson, Miss 
Maud Houston, 'Miss E\1elyn Neison, and Mr. John A. Graham. 

On HiJloticalL(lndmarks nm! Appliances: Dr. Leslie Lyle Camp· 
bell. Miss ,Ellen Anderson, Miss Maud Houston, Col. T. A. E. 
Moseley, ~frs. W. D. Hoyt, f\fr. E. T. Robinson, l\fr. J. Harry 
Lyle. Hon. Miks Poindexter, and lk J J Murray. 

TheConnnittee divided theCmmty into these districts:Ilrowns-
burg, New ~rovidente, Raphine, Fairfield, Timber Ridge. Btfr~na 
Vista, South River, Vesuvius. Coshen, Kerr's Creek, Collierstown, 
J\.forat, Buffalo Creek; Buffalo Forge, Natural Bridge. Glasgow, 
Greenlee, Rockbridge Baths, ancl Lexington. 

Members and friends of the Society were askedto secure .thehis­
tory of Coumy lat1dmarks and to collect old applfance·s of historic 
interest. 

MEMBERSHIP · COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Charles MtCtilfoch1 l\fiss ~faud Houston. l\-fiss Ellen Ander- . 
son, Mrs, J. . P. Alexander, Miss Jennie Hopkins, Mrs. Rosa 
Tm::ker Mason, Miss Mary Monroe Penick. Mrs. E. A. Salct the 
Rev. D. B. Walthall, and Mrs. Curtis '\Valton. 
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PROGRAfti,f COMMffTEE 

Miss Mary Barday, Dr. Leslie Lyle Campbell, Mr. John Lyle Camp~ 
hell. Col. WiUiam Couper, and , Mr. Matthew \\l. Paxton, Jr. 

WAYS AND f\f EANS COMMITTEE 

Mr. EarkK. Paxton and Mr~ :f:. S. l\lattingly, ex oflicio; Mr. Stuart 
Moore, Mr. Matthew \V. Paxton, Jr~, and Gol. Paul Welles. 

TRUS;fEES OF THE SOCIETY 

The first Trustees of th(! Rockbridge Historical Society were 
elected on January 26, 1912. as follows: Mr. Stuart Moore. Mr. 
Matthew W. Paxton, Jr., and 1\fr. Earl S. Mattingly. 

"FANCY HILL" FARM 
(When owned by Dr. J. J. l\foorman) 

. . 

At the regular meeting of the Society on October 26_ 1942, fyf iss 
Grace Buford, of Roanoke, Va., read a paper on .. 'Fancy Hill' 
Farm." I-fer digest of the p.-.pcr follows: 

"'Fancy Hill' Farm was hought:hY Dr. J. J. Moorman in 1845 
with a view to imprm1 ing it, and giving it to his son, Robert. This 
he did, the rarm passing to Robert \vhc_n he married in t853. In 
1849 the farmers. <~f Rod~,hridgc C6unry orgauiicd an agricultural 
society, and Dr. :Moorman ·was made 'the president. He was ap· 
poi,nted t() represent Virginia at the Worl<l·s Fair in l..ondon. and 
brouglu b;,tck reports on various crop5 lo the Rockbridge Agricul­
tural .So<:icty at their request, He mentioned several of ·the wa­
tering place~ of RockbrMgc County Jn his tkmks on 'Mineral 
Spring~.· " ·. · · · 

·n1E VIRGINIA MJUTARY INSTrrUTE 
. , . 

'With Some Account of Its Founding ?,nd __ --Early Professors 
. . 

On January 25; lfH3· Cot ·wmiam Gmtpcr read hefore the So­
ciety a paper umlcr the ahO\'C title. The rnno~ring abs~ract was 
I~1rhished by CoL Cmrpcr : ~ - ~-

"The founding of the Virginia 1\fiHtary Institute was discussed 
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together with the history of. the devdopmcnt ~f military schools 
in this country and abroad. The remarks were .~xt,ended to cpver 
the early operations at V. l\·f L and the' profess<:>rs of that period. 
The location o( the farm ()Wtlct:l a~d worked by 'StonewaH' Jack­
son was descrif)ed. this .. ~aving passed from the memory of most 
living people and .. its Jotationbelng a bit difficult to detect as Jack­
son did not show as ~idicr the grantee or the gtantor. He acquired 
the property and disposed .o[.it through {Jth~rs." 

The p<1.per ~as printed in the Rockbridge County News of Jan­
uary 28, 1943, aml .suhseqncntly'. a reprint was published in pam· 
phlet form. 

THE GRIGSBYS OF ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY, VA. 

At the meeting. of the Sodcty on 1\ pril 26, 1943, Ur. Fitzgerald 
Flournoy read a paper on ''The Grigsbys of Rockbridge County, 
Virginia." · 

HISTORY~A LIVING THING 

The Society met on July !t6, 194~, at .the .home of the Misses 
Uarday, ifi Lexington, Va. At this<mecting .Dr. WHJiam D. Hoyt:, 
Jr., g:n·e .a tal~ on .. Ilistory-A Living Thing." His digest of this 
paper follow~: · .·. . .· · 

"9£ten hisioricate'.1e11ts are so exaggerated and historical·. per· 
sonnage.s so .glorified'. . that the. men and. women of the past do not 
appear asreal peof>le . . As a matter of fact1 thos~ people .were ordi­
nary human beings, with the same feeJfogs we have t.oday, even if 
their attitudes differed according to the ideas of their own periods. 
And. the.plainp<!opleof ()lh~r times-thesturdyfarmcrs, the thrifty 
merchants, . the capable house'Wives:;_were as rin1ch a part of history 
as the men whose narhes ring loudest ht out ears~ The best way 
to discover the thoughts and the ways o[ living of those l?ng-gone 
is to look at their writings, and for this purpose ev~rything is valu· 
able: diaries, journals, letters, notes, financial papers, newspapers. 
Often. it is the personal Jetter . ot the sman bill or memorandum 
which contributes most to a real knowledge of what our nation 
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was like ;years ago. All lvlm own ~m:h p:lpers, or who know of the 
existence ofold letters or accounts, should :make certain that they 

· are preserved in n safe place:· 
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Ofr Histo1·fral Lt11ldmarhs and A jJfdirmces: Dr. E. r. Tornpldns, 
Mr~ Walter Dice, Mrs. J. Frank Key, Mr. W. G. Houston, Mrs. 
Grace C<mdon;J\frs. J. n. Wood, Mr. J. l\l. Laird, Mrs. Moore 
Harper, Misses Ellen ttml Judith Anderson, Mr. John P. Ackerly, 
Miss Nellie T. Gibbs, Mrs. Charles J\kGulloch, Mr., C._ B. Leech, 
l·fon. Miles. Poindexter, Mn. E. A. Sale, and 1\lrs. Fartny l\fcNutt 
Goad. , · · 

MEMBERSHlP COMMITTEE 

Mr. Earle K. Paxtrm, 1\fos Henrietta Dunlap, Col. \Villiatti Hun­
ley. l\fiss Maud Houston. CapL Greenlee D. Letd1crt Mrs .. E. A. 
Sale, Dr. E. P. ·rompkins, llr. W . D. Hoyt. and ~frs. Paul \Velles. 

P~OqRAM COMMITTEE 
,· 

Mr. Harrington \VaddeH, Cot William Co~1per, Mr. C. Harold 
Lauck, Dr. J. J. Murray, "frs. E. A. Sale, and l\fr. Clayton E. 
Williams~ 

WAYSAND MEANS.COMMITTEE 

Capt. Greenlee D. L~tcher, Mr: Stt1art MMtc, l\fr. ·E. S. Mattingly, 
Mr. Earle K. Paxton, and Dr. Leslie Lyle: Campbell, e;v. officio. 
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JOHN LETCHER AND 
THE RUFFNER PAl\f PH LET OF 1847 

At the meeting of the Sodctyon October ~5· 1943, a paper on 
''John Letchel," and the Ruffner Pai11ph1et of 184.7" was read by 
Dr. William G. Bean. 

GENERAL ELISHA FRANKL.IN PAXTON 

At the meeting of the Sqcicty on January 31, 1944, Captain 
Greenlee Davidson Lctchc:r read a paper on the Hfe of General 
Elisha Franklin Paxton. 

The paper was printed in foll in the Lexingtott Gazette of Feb­
ruary 2 and February 9, • 9'14· 

ROCKBRIDGE IN THE REVOLUTIONARY \\TAR 

Before the regular •1uarterty meeting oft.he Society on April 24, 
1944, Dr. Freeman H. Hart, of Atlanta, Georgia, read a paper on 
the part Rockbridge played in the Revolutionary War. 

Thepaper was printed in full in the Lexington Gaulle o[ April 
26 and May 3, 1944. 

ROCKBRIDGE BATHS AND VICINITY 

The Sodety met on July 31, 194.J. at the Bethesda Church. On 
that ot"rnsion CoL vVHHatn Cole Davis rrad a pnpcr on ''Rockbridge 
Baths amFVkinity," where he was reared~ S(}me ac:cottnt of that 
paper. as fornished by Col. Davis, follows: 

"In April. 1857, the 'Rocklnidgc Baths Company• ·was incorpo· 
rated by William and Samuel Jordan and six others. This com~ 
pany built the hotel and the two pools ancl the name of the post 
office was changed i~t that yc~r froryi. ·Jprd~n·s Springs· to 'Rock· 
bridge llaths.' General and Mrs. Lee spcr1t much time there <htr­
ing the sixties. From 1874 to rg()o, Dr" l\fordson conducted _a pop­
ular health resort there. The v. l\f. L hmight the plant .and ran a 
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Summer school there from t921 until the hotel burned in May, 
1926. T11e first store and dwelling was huHt there ahout 18.15. The 
Uethesda Church was fou~<kd in 182 i. 

'The long-vanished viIJage at Cedar Grove, the Lydia Furnace 
in Goshen Pass. and Goshen, and its furnace were described." 

OFFICERS AND COMf\.HTTEES 
Elected October 23, 19.-14, for 1 fM5 

President ... .. ................ ........ ..................... .. ... DR. Li::suE LYLE CAMPBELL 

First 1"ice~President .... ... .......... ~ .......... ............... ............ . MRs. E. A. SAU: 

Second Pice·President .... ........................................ ~ ... :.MRs.f . B. WooD 
Goshen, Va. 

Third J''ice·President... ................. .. ., .. ..... ............ . MR. J.P. ALEXANDER 

Fairfidd,. Va. 

Fourth f!ice-Preside.nL ... ,. ........................... . Mtss ELIZABETH BARCLAY 

Fifth Pice•Pre.stdent.. .................. ~ ........................... M1ss Wn,uE ~foosE 
Glasgow. Va. 

Sixth Vice-Presideut .................. ..... ....... .......... HoN. MILES POINDEXTER 

Greenle~. Va. 

Seventh Jt'ice-President... ......................... DR. J. MoRRJSON HuTcttESON 

Richmond; Va. 

Eighth Vice-Prelident ........... ;,-.................................. DR. FREEMAN HART 

Atlanta. Ga. 

Recording Secretary .................... ....... ~ ................ 1\-IR. EARLE K. PAXTON 

CorrespondingSecretary .......... ............... ... MRS. CttARLF.S McCuttOcH 

Tre.asurer ..... ; ........... .............. ; ................................. l\.:IR. E. S. ~-1-ATTINGl.Y 

Librarian .. ~; .. ~ ............... ; .... ~ ........... ;; .............. ......... DR. E. P. ToMPK!NS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Ex O{fi~io: Dr. Le.sifo I.,yle CampheH, Mr. Eitle K. Paxton~ Mrs. 
Charles McCulloch, Mr. E. S. Mattingly~ and Dr. E. P. Tompkins. 

. . 

Appointed: Miss Elizabeth Barday,Mrs. M. B. Corse, Co_t William 
Couper, Col. William Cole Davis, Miss Henrietta Dunlap. Mr. 
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n. F. Harlow, Dr. Jame5 Lewis Howe, Mr. C. Harold Lauck, 
Capt. Greenlee Jl. Letcher, Mrs. Rosa Tucker .Mason, Mr. Smart 
f\foot(.\ Hon. ~files. Poim1cstcr. l\tr. Harrington Wmldcll. and 
Col. Paul ,Welles. 

COl\l:MlTTEE ON HISTORICAL RECORDS 

DR. JAMES LF:wts Howi:, Gt'nrrnl Chairman 

Sub-Commilfrc.t 

On Biograj1'1)·:· Hon. Miles Poindexter, clwinnrm, Miss Ellen G. 
AndeJ'son. Mrs. George f\l. Brooke~ Miss Ann Johnstone, Miss 
Mary 1\fonroc Penick, Mr. E. T. Robinson, Mrs. N. B. Tucker, 
and Mrs. Paul Welles. 

On Gcnefllng)' : Miss Nellie Tracy qihhs, drnirmrm, Mrs. C. II. Da~ 
vidson, i\fiss Margaret V. Jones, Mrs. B. F. Harlow, !\f iss Jennie 
Hopkins, Mr. C. C. Tu.ttvilcr, and Mrs. T. M. Wade. 

On Hi.sloricdl Lrfndmark.r ond A f;f1litmces: CoL William Cole Da· 
\•is, chairman, Mr. John Ackerly, Gen. E. lL De Armaml. Cot 
Leslie German, Mrs. Richard Hogshead, Mr: W. G. Houston, 
l\frs. John A. Johnstone, Dr. W. A. McCh1er~ Mrs. James S. 
Moffatt, and Mrs~ r B. \Vood. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

l\fos Henrietta Dunlap. du1irnuir1 1 MjssMau<l Hou~ton, ~f;s. E. A. 
Sale, ~Its. E. P. Tompkins, and Mr. -Jlarrington Waddell. 

PROGRAM COMJ\f JTTEE 

Ah. Earle K. Paxton. chnirnum,. Mr. B. F. Harlow, Miss Evelyn 
Nelson. and Mr. E. T. Robinson. 

WAYS AND f\1EANS COl\tr-.'fITTEE 

Capt. Greenlee D. Letcher, J:hairman, ~Jrs. Rosa. Tucker. Mason. 
f\.k E. S. l\latting1y; J\fr. So.mrt Moore, and Col. Paul Weiles. 

RECEPTION, ()R HOUSE, COMMITTEE 

1'frs. Louise B. Owen, drnirmrm. Mrs. i\1. fl. Corsc1 l\fiss Evelyn 
Nelson, ah<l Mr. E. S. l\laHingly. 
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PtmucA 'l·IoN COJ\H.HTTEE 

Dr. E. P. Tompkins. chaimuln, Col. \ViHiam Cquper. Mr. C. Har­
old Lauck, l\h. E. S. hbttingly. and Hon. l\Hles Poindexter. 

Sub-Committee on Digest nf Proceedings 

l\fr. C. Harot<I L:mck ;nid l\fr. Earle K. Paxton. 

COMMITTEE ON ROCKBRIDGE SERVICE MEN 

Col. WiJHarn Couper and .Capt. Greenlee D, Lett::her. 

THE \VASHINGTON AND LEE 
AI\.f BULANCE UNIT 

In France During World War I 

An account o{ the action of the "tVashington and Lee Ambu­
lance Unit" 'was given before . the .So<;ietyt Oc~?her: 23, 1944, by 
Mr. Matthew W. Paxton, .Jr .• who was a mem~er of this unit. 

The paper was pririted in fuJI in the Rockbridge Coun,ty News 
of October 26, rg44, amt subsequently a reprint was putmshed in 
pamphlet form . 

. l\JAP OF.R,OCKBRlDGt ·couN--rY. VI·RGlNlA 

On January 29, 1945, Colonel WiHiam Cm1per displayed and 
explained a most com1ikte and fotercsting ·mat* of Rockbridge 
Coimtyconstructcd by him. His digest ofthc paper presented to 
the Society foHows: 

••A map of Rockbridge County, ahout. 35 by 40 inches, on which 
the mountaim;, valleys, etc., ivere .inclicat.ed it1 color. was <lisplayed 
and briefly discussed. The tcfatfonship .ofthe County to.early maps 
of Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley was examined .and this 
discussicm traced the development from the maps of Capt. John 
Smith, Sir WiHiam Keith, Fry and Jeffdmn, and others-....with 
brief nienfhn of die Map of New Englancl made by C<ipt. John 
Smith and its relationship to the founding of the colony at 
Plymouth:' 
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J. R. SITUNGTON STERRETT 

A sketch ol the life :md work ~Lfhis R..ockhridge's most famous 
archeologist and scholar was read before the Society on January 29, 
1945, hy Dr. E; P. Tompkins. J\n excc1lt11t picture o[ Dr. Sterrett 
was shown with the talk. 

.. CLOVER HILL" AND ''SILVERWOOD'' 
. . 

At the meeting oLthc Society on AprH 2~,' l94!h a paper on the 
above two historicafhomcs, one iu Rockbridge County and one in 
Lexington, \lirgini(l, wriucn by Mr. Edward Trent Robinson, was 
read by thclfon. Miles PoiiHk~tcr. A digrst or the paper W:lS fur­
nished hy 1'-fr. Pohtdextcr, an<! is given hdow: 

"Jhe pa,p(:r giy~s the history and description of these famous 
_ residenc~~ of Rockbridge . Crmnty, and rnnfres anci genealogies o( 
. the .families who owned, and occupied one or the other of them 

from time, to time - indmHng Greenlee, Graham/ Robinson, Her­
ring, Pa}{ton, IlnJckettbrough, Edmondson, and Monroe. 

"Herri~g Hall, ftrsf t";alled Greenlee Tavern, then Clover Hill, 
was long the home of ~IL Robinson,. as Si1verwood now is." 

OLD HOMES IN TllE VICINITY OF 
HIGH URIDGE CHURCH 

The Society met at I Jigh lhidgc Church on July 23, 1 ~H5 · At 
this meeting Miss Mand Houstvn read a paper on som(! of the old 

·homes still standing in the neighborhood of the Church. She had 
lived in one of die old .l1omes, :mcLwm;. personally .fatnUiar 'with all 
the homes she vividly described. They in duded "Vine Forest," 
''Sunny KnoU." ''Rural Valley/' "Stone Castle/' Indian Block 
House and Red J\-fii1, Wilson House. and "Clover Hill." · 

The. Rev. Branson L . lVood, a former pastor of the Church, 
gave thehiswry of the Clulrch which \V<ts fmtndcd in 1770. 'l'he 
Church has had twenty pastor5. The present church building \ vas 
erected in 19<>.f. 
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OFFICERS AND COl\lMITTEES 
Elected October 29, 1945, for 1 ·~)46 

PresidcriL., .............. .. .......... ........................ Cm,. \\lnJJAM· COLE DAv1s 

First Vice·President ...... .. ......................... . DR. Lmn.tE LYLE CAMPDELL 

Second .J.lice'-Presidetit •. ,.~ .......... ......................... CoL, \\l1L:UAM Couprn 

Third J'ice-Pre~id~nt ..... ~; ......... ... .............. ,. .......... .... : .... Mns. E. A. SALE 

Fourth Vice-Preside11t .... .................... ....... ... .. HoN. · Miu:~ Pomnf:xn:R 
Greenlee, ·Va. 

Fifth Vice-President ............................. ....... MR. W11XiAM G. HoosToN 
. . Fitltfi~td. \l;:i. 

Sixth J!ice~President ............................ .............. MR.. E'ARLE K . . PAXTON 

Seventh Vice~Presidt:nL ... .................. ... ... ........ , ... Mrt.s. · LINETTE D. PF.AK 

. . Gt:u1got~~ Va. 

Recording Secretary; ............................... ~. DR. .. jAMF.S. s. ' MoFFATf, JR. 
Corresponding Secref:ary ................. '. .... .... ::.MRs. <;:HARLES ~tc<;:;ui1.ocH 
Treasuter ..... ........ M1t. £. .S . . MATTU~GLv . (R,e5igned; Jarmary ·2s. 1946) 

Ttea.mret~.; ... MR. W. l\,fAct:tunER. .DRAKE (E~ected, January 2~-. 1946) 

Librarian; ....................... .... ,, ... .. .... .. ......................... DR. E. P. l'oMPK!N5 

EXECUT1VE COMMITTEE 

Ex Officio: CoLWiltfalTl Cole Davis, Dr.James S. MofI:att, Jr., Mrs.­
Charles McCuUoch, Mr. W. Magruder Drake, and Dr. E. P. 

· Tompkins; . · · · 

AfJ1'0.in:te4: . Dr. ·Leslie ~};le Campbell, J\fiss Mary Barclay,. Mrs. 
Mak~lm Campbell, .Cot \ViHiamCouper; Cot . Leslie German, 
l\.~r. Frank J. Gitliamj CoL vy.I\L Hunley; Mr. G. Harold Lauck, 
Capt. Greerdee .D. Letcher. Mr; E. S. Mattingly, and · Mr. E. K. 
Paxton. · 

~· . ~··· . 

COMMITTE,E ON HISTORICAL RECORDS 

DR. E. P. ToMPRms.-Get1e.ral Chairman 

Sub·Committees 

On Biography: :Mr. E. T. Robinson, chairman. 
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On Genealogy: Mr: B. f. Harlow. chairnum, f\Hss Ellen Anderson, 
Miss Nellie T : Gibbs. and Dr. E. P. Tompkins. 

On Hist.orir.al Lnndmm-fu and A/Jj1linncr.s: Dr. Leslie Lyle Camp· 
bell, chairnum, Mrs. J. J>. Alrxarider; Miss Nellie T. Gibbs, Miss 
Ann Johnstone~ Mr. J. Harry Lyle, and Miss Willfo J\foose. 

:MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Miss Henrietta Dunlap, clurir1nan:. Miss Gwench::Hen Howe, Miss 
Evelyn Nelson, :Mr . .E. K. Paxton, and 1\frs'. E. A. Sale. 

· PROGJ{AM COMMITTEE 

Dr. James Lewis Howe, clmirnum, f%fos Elizabeth Barday. and Dr. 
Francis P: Gaines. 

WAYS ANO MEANS COMMITTEE 

Capt. Greenlee n. Letcher, chairman.; Col. William Cole Davis, 
Mr. W. Magruder Drake, and ~k Smart Moore. 

RECEPTION COMMITTEE 

Miss Elizabeth BaJday, dulirman, Miss Marie Davidson, Miss Lou· 
ise McComb, and f\lrs. Finley Wadden. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTE~ 

.Mr. C. Harold Lauck; chainiw;1, U,r. Lesli.e Lyle Campbell, Cot 
WiHiam Couper, and Dr. E. P. Tompkins, 

COl\IMTfTEE ON ROCKBRIDGE SERVICE MEN 

Col. William Couper, clrninmm, Mrs. WiUiam Cok Davis, amt 
Dr. E. P. To1npkins. 

THE IRON FURNACES AND FORGES OF 
ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY 

At the regular quartcdy meeting of the Society on October'' 1191 

1945, there was held a symposium on the Irqn fumaC'cs and Forges 
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tbat -once existed in RockbridgeCoumy. The following sh,ort pa· 
pers ~vere ... read: . .. 

The . (:<~nstruction a11d Oper:ttion of Charcoal . lmn Fi1rnaces: 
Mr. E: T. Robinson. · · ·. 

The Construction and the Dimensions of the BuenaVista Fur-
nace: Cot .WilliartljCottper. . . . .·. ., , 

· The G~enwo<)~l Fuina(e: Hem. l\,tiles Poindexter. 

The Lydl~~ Ft1ttla~e. the' Ci~:raltar F(uge, and tf1e Victddtt Flit· 
nace: Cot WiHiam Cofe . Davis. . 

·rhe l\fcConnick Forge aml Dwelling on South River: Dr. E. P. 
TQmpkins. 

An Iron .Anvil Clamp from the McCormick forge on South 
River {presented by ML Charles L. Thompson) and Its Use, de­
scribed by Mr. ·,Earle IC Paxton, ·· 

A History nf the old Uuffalo Forge, contributed by Mr. Douglas 
E. Brady. 

ROCKllRlDGE SERVICE f\lEN IN \·YORLtJWAR II 
The Comn1iuee on RockbridgeS<:rvice Men in ·world '\Var · II, 

rnnsisting o( CoL \:"{iHia111 9mpe'f, chairman. and Capt. Greenlee 
D. Letcl1.~r, ha~l, ·-~1plo pct?f)er, J9'.15·. colkct?d the names and the 
i~·ar ·history of 4, 118 .· R&kbri~lgc m~n a11d wori1ei1 ~·· This monumen­
tal history will be keptlri the archives of the, Sodety, 
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DONATIONS 
The following Donations were received by the Society since the 

rmbHcati()n of the Proceedings, Vol. t of the Society, October, 1941: 

A photopdnt copy of the Alexander Family, compiled by Duncan CampbeU 
Lyle; and now in the J. r~ Atexand¢r fam ily, 

From Mr. Doogla~ E. l:hady, Rockhridge Cotrnty surveyor, history of :Buffalo 
Forge: a paper recording the nam~ and. locations of tr.\rious streams in . R()(k.~ 
bridge County; a hlue,prfot ~howing the location of' the first Iron Furnace 
erected west otthe Blue Ridge Moun~:tins~ 

.·· From Mr. It L. Bennington. anotd (row, tued for many Jean by his father, 
James Nel!on Bennington, in spHUlng. c;he!tn\tt !!hlngles. 

From 'Col: GeorgeM. Brooke, a book oh "Jolm M. Btooke and the Con£ed. 
erate Navy;-• by Coorge M. Brooke. Jr. 

From Mf,, >Katie V , Campbell, a hi~tory nf the ••noxwood'' home. 
From Dr; ·Harry U. Camphell, a paper on "The Valley of Virginia," and an 

"Address Defore the Lre·Jackson Oaf' Celehratfon. 

from (?r._. J(ob<:rt f"i~hbu~n~ CarnpbeU, a biographka:t ·sketch of his father, 
. t'ro(. John Lyfe ~mphd1, . ~L:n .• :u1d r.(,pies of kiten to his father from Gen. 
R. £, L<:e and. Gen. Thomns J Ja~hon. 

From the Asheville •. N. (;,, Presbrtetian Church, a "Memorial on the Tw<J 
Anniversari~ of the J'ast.cn. Robert · fisbht~me c..ampbetJ, D.D." . 

fTc)in ': ~fr>John COsby, a rawhide riding whip, found in the old Jordan 
house, when torn down -;nnund 1940, · 

.·· From t:or · William Coiiper. a Register of the Cadets, V. M. l., 18~9 - 19;m; 
and a pfot of the Stonewall. J:itk~on Farm~ 

From Col, William Cole Davis, a sigl1-hoard marked ·"Ctdar Gtovc Mm~." 
p1accd neat the dte of the vilh1gc.n•hcn the Society met at the ncthesda Church, 
July ,,, 19H; a tht of tho!!e hutkd iu the tkthcstfo Cernefety. 

Frot:ri Mr. Mason llcnyer, a Jaige ft<lrncd photograph of a group taken on 
the ~ampus of Was_hlngton }lnd Lee {Jni~·ersity, at th~ Ccntennia,t Anniversary 
of the bi~th of .Gen. ·R. f., l .. ~¢· 190]: a copy of th~ sketch by the artist, Rich · 
:lrd Rummell. of the Wa!Jhlngton and ,Le,e gt'Outtds :uul building~:. 

Ftom Mrs. H. 0. Doiel, an old r~sf·irnn teaketHe arid gridiron, an old 
dra\ving of the Natttral Bddge, fruit and Jf,>wers in wax; fate\velf poem. "Jack · 
son to Junkin," 1R57: Chatter and General Ordinanceos of the Tm\'n of Lex· 
ington, \'a;, 1892: :a col(lred ~ketch of n soldier in oniform , tcceivihg a dipper 
of water; some old itCt:ount hook~ and · papen. 

FrofT\ CoLl.edi~ German, the old ~anal hoat "MMshatl," and other picture 
c:mls, and old money or R<tckhridge County, Va .• 186!J, arul of /\ngttsta Count;-. 
Va ., t8(fa; pictm~ of Rockhridge Aluni tott;iges. 

FromMis! Nellie Tracy Giht>~. an old photograph of the WHJinm flrown· 
,Matthew I-farina howsc;a book on "1 heFnirfax ' Une," of Thomas Lewis. •746; 
a copy of the pitper on old Momnonth :md lts Times, by J. D. Morrison; the 
Gibbs M;1termtl GerH!alog)•; Arr Folio of the Shenandoah VnUcy. 
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From l\hs. 1-';:mnie McNuu Goad, a Muster Ron of t 7fl2, and a wmmnnion 
token used at the New Providence Church. 

, From Mr. f\fark l .. Hankins~ Department bf Real E~tatc, Che'lapeake 8.: Ohio 
Railroad. a map of SotH.h River Dam and Lock, Ben Salem Dam and tock, 
and nam~ and dat~. 1852-1890, of grantots nnd gnunees of adjacent land. 
foduding ·the ·present home, "Northwoods." . 

From Mrs.Richard llog!!head, ... Epitome of a Univctiml(;cography," very ()td. 

From Prof. Hate Houston, an old nnnon hall. fired on t,<:xh1gtou, Va ., in 
1664,durit1gHuntet's.raid; .au old mortar an(i p<:l!tle;a photograph ofJitchon's 
•·Old Sorrel"; a copy of the bi-centennial is~uc~ 1738-1938, of the l,exington Ga­
ulle; a pamphlet ori 1he titweiling or the ·R . f: . Lce . recmnh~nt ~tatue, t8R3. 

Frortf iu~! Mattd Jloi.1stdn, a Ji11t of name11 and di\te$ .of ,tho'le buried in the 
Houston plot in rhe High Bridge Cemeteryi Hl~tory of thc'Ulghl:lri(Jge Chtm:h: 
a list of the subscriptions to the rep:'lirit o(. High . llrlctge Church~ t360. 

From Mr. • William Ht1inhles, .a hoQk on the "Cdehratcd Ttial11 iu Scotland. 
1785." 

From .Misse.<i Ann and Susnt~ j~lhnstone , ll leather hayersack :u1d,powder, 
horn, that belonged to AlcJC;ander Martin, who ·was wounded . at ·Guilford 
Courthouse, N; C., March 15, 17fh : a 1eHer from hi~ writfrn from ~ the' ~ame 
place, April ~g • . 1781 ; a .kHer statement in regnrd toAlexamtcr ·Mnttiri, by 
Zechariah John!!ton, April 2!}. r7f16; . ten~r from Alexander . Martin, written 
from Bourbon, Ky.'. August 9. f7!H; a Land Grant to WiHiam Galloway, &igned 
by Gov. Thomas JefTerl'on; nn Indenture f>e(weeu William Beverley, ~sq. , dated 
23 February, 1,749: a memor~ndnm of safe of land to Zechariah jQhtt!itt>t) by 
John upstey •. !JO Ar1ril, tj93; an .open fire ·place wame-iron: original rough 
draft of the Document Incorporating Liherty Hall Academ}'; othet old valuable 
letters and paper!'!. 

From M~s. J6hn Johtistone, a copy of the Maryland llistorical Magazine, 
June, 1930. · 

Front Mr. Horace l.ackey, a history of the Maglin and Nan<:}' :Reid house. 

from Captain Greenlet' Ji. Letcher~ two voJmri~ of ;,Otir Pioneer ;\m::~tor!J," 
by Emma. J~ynes Rig~ and Hemy Earle Riggs; a History of the I,ee .Memorial 
Church, by,CapL C reenlee D. Letcher; a Greek-taHn Dictionary that bdonged 
to Gov. John Let~het. · 

Fr()m Dr. Johny. ~fcG1ll, "'[he House of Ley burn: Memoric:s .of the Eighties 
in Lexington, Va," ·· 

nought from Mr. James \V .. McChmg . hi~ coliecdon of . Rockbridge Count}' 
photograph~. . · 

from_ ~frs. , Mc:Corkle, mounted photographs of Rockbridge Hon1es; toHected 
tiy her brother, Dr. F. L. Thunnah:. · 

From Mrs. Cbarles McCulloc;h, a ~nee- ache, a broad-axe . 

. From Mr. lkiny l\Uley, a f;unHy llihfc: names on the Miley Collection of 
negatives in the Virginia llisto.rkal $~idy, ~khmoml. V~.; a .co11y .. of Enis M. 
Silvette's p<>rttait Qf Gen. R. E~ Lee; a proini~sory note, givef1 by . Wm. n,. Cox to 
Bonde and Miley, for a Joan on his painting of "General R. E. Lee in the Wll­
demcss": several framed photogntphs of young ladies who poc;ed for the Greek 



( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

\. 

( 

Rocldnidge Historirnl Societ)' 

Age Jn Lexington. Va.: the Miley Mmaic of a group of about 150 h~a<ls of peo· 
pie, an now gone: a pkture of Gen. R. f... Lee's favorite vkw of Jurrip Mt.; kt­
ttu written by Gen. Andrew Moore and by Dr. SamuehLegrandCampbcU. 

From Mn. Seem Moote, a fr:lmed motto. worked in wor!ltcd on perforated 
~ard, by Charlotte Holme.. 

from Miss Wmie M005c, a bobhin-winder and an operi ·fire waffle-iron. 

i_;rom}tfn: frankHn Morgall• in memory or Hugh Wifh. a unique old hon 
safe th~t ~tonged to Henry Norgrove, then to Jayhugh Will~. Sr., and Jr.; 
;. number of otd account books. covering a hundred )'ears, and containing many 
names of interest: aho an ofd riveter for making steel band-hoop~; and a num-
bet' of old boob: , 

From the ~finncs.ota Historical Society• a hoo~ entitled, "With Pen and 
Pencil on the Frontier Jn 185L" 

From Mr. Fielding LewbPoindexter, Jn old boltet·mould. a picture of the 
Glenwood f urnacc, his tnolhcr In a huggy in the foregrour1d . 

From Judge Jarnes Quarles, "Some MlsteUaneou~ ~temori~ of Lexington, 
Va., ln the Later Eighties": The Life of Prof. F: T. Kemper, by l'rof. James 
A. QiJarles, D.D. 

From Pro(. Joseph Kent Robert!, a book on the "Annotated Geological Bib· 
Hography <:>f ·Virginia." 

from Mr. E. T. Robinson, hbtotie$ of ''Clo,·er Hill," "Silverwood," written 
by him; "The Strange Adventure of the Jeffenon Davis Silver," by Antoinette 
l .yle (Robinson) Pratt and .Rebecca Robinson Pax.ton: "The R,ohinsons of 'Hew· 
kk,' near Urbana, in Middl~ex Co .• Va.," by R. A. Drock. 

From ~flS3 [. Skdtl, Ahlmni Catalogue; . Washington and Lee University, 
·1749~ 18$8. 

From Misses Edmonia and Nettle Smith, an old silk sunshade. U!>ed by their 
irnnt,, the Misses W:idddl. 

from Mr. _Tom Smith. photogntfifu of the canal hoat, ttow (tgH) mok in 
North River, :Hx>ve the first dam hdow Ea!!t Lexington, Va. 

frQm Mr. W. R. Sterreu, a photograph of J. R. Sitlington Sterrett. 

from Mr. Frank Tankersiey. an old po~ter of 1895. cor1tairilng the Lexing · 
ton bushicss firms of that day . 

Frotn Mr; Chade1 L. Thompson, an old iron anvil damp, med In the 
McCormiCk Forge, on South Ri"~r . 

Fwm Mrs . N. Beverly Tucker, a hi~tory or the -Or . John A. Graham home. 
in Lexington, Va. 

from' the puh!isher,Ty1er .. $Quartcrl}' Mag<nine, Janu:uy. 1913. 

From Mr~ Hnfrington \\'ractddl. a framed coHettiqn of old letters and papen 
relating to the history of the :Ann Smith Academy, a framed picture of the old 
Academy, a_nd a map of Rockbridge County. drawn hy PrnL William Gilham. 
0£ the Vhginia Military ln~titute, 1R16·tfi72. , 

From Washingtonand t~ee Unh-er!<ity . a copr of the portrait of Gen. R . E. 
U:e, by ~Uss Hattie f,. Jlmdeuc. 

from m~mbeu of tht!, Society. HistotiC!'I of Rockhridge Chnrchc-! and Ceme-
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tcric!!; flethc~dtl. FaM1eld, folHng Spting, High flridgc, tcxlngt<:m F.pi~rnpa1 
:iml Pre!lh)'teti:m, New ·r.tonmouth, N<!w Providence, Oxfonl. nnd Tlmher 
Ridge. Th~e hhtorJ~ are noi up- to-clnte~ 

From Mr~ Cuttis Walton, photographs of the original "Vine forest" (forest 
T;wern), taken prior to tgt6. 

From Mn. Curtis Walton, a hoof$; ... llamh Acr9s9 the St:a," by ~h$. Leander 
MtCormiCk·Goodhal"t• 

From Dr. Le5lie Lyle Campbell: "The f'axtom," monograph on "Ga~~«rno. 
magnetic and ThettnomagneticEffocts.'' .. Some .Campbell Records," Re5earches, 
"Two Forg<>tten<Cc>Uege Houses," Scotch-ftish Congte~s . G.rm1p;, · t8g5: 01~ · tnn · 
ing·fork or his father, William Addison C.'1mphel1, n.D., Sons of Tetnper:mc:e 
Certificate i~sued lQ .William A. Camphe}t 1852; 1.ht~ in the handwriting of 
William A. Camphett, of 26 }'Otrng people who joined the Lexington l'reshy­
teri:m Churrh, No\•emher 13, 18.12: mmwria1 pamphlet on Dr. H. A. White, 
old flax-hemp hackle fn)m the Thf1mas A. '.Sterrett · home, map of Rockbridge 
Cc:mnty, ,mounted nail$ from the nliiH or Uhett)' Hall Academy, enlarged 
photograph of J R. Sitlfogton Sterrett.hon amt nrnngatt(!Se ores, and charcoal 
from the site of an old furnace on hish Creek, Va .: hn~iness leHer,heads of Lex­
ington, Va ,, firms'. 1867 · 1900, state and Lexington Hcemes hmcd f.o the l\liley 
photograph ~h1dio, !866-191R, frn.mcd phott>graphs of Hr. S::unue} l;egr:md 
Camphdl, second President of Wa~hington College, aud Rev. R~1fus W. llailey. 
D.D .• founder of Mary Baldwht College. . . 

From Miss Mary M . Galt. an Address delivered in 1855; by R. J. l{cding, 
Lefore the Mountain Horne Society. of· rhe Galt Classkal and Mathematical 
School, Pauonslmrg, flotetomt Co,. Va. · · 

from Mr. Harrington Wi\dckU. a Contract P;iper of the Le:dngtml Light 
an1l Power Co., with W. H. Waddell and T. W. Shelton and the Lexington 
flevelopment eo., October l?.I ; 189~, ' 

From Mr. Dnnglas E. llrad}·, sketrh of "Mount rlea~ant." at IJuiTalo Forge, 
with hh1eprints of land ahout the pl:tce. 

from Mr. '\V; JV Lackey; a list of the cretlitots of the ·etaate of M. \V. Hart­
sook, May rn, 18f;9. 

From Dr. l,eRoy C. narrct, a Diary of 1829. hy WHJiain M. Campbell. 

From Miss Sally Archer 1\mkrlion, sketches of her gtaiitlfather, Geo . Joseph 
R.. Anderson. and of her father. Col. Arch~r Anderson. 

From Mrs. J. Henry tecr.h and Miss Kathfc!!n S;;wi.lle. list ofburfals ~n Ox-
ford Cemetery, · 

l"rom Miss Estelle V. Anderson, Hi\tory 0£ Oxford Church. 

From Dt. L~He Lyle Campbell; HistmkLexington. issue9 by ~f:uy Custh 
Lee Chapter, U.D.C,; O!Jltennfal issue ofThe Times Rt>gister, 183~·1!)38. Sa­
lem, Va.; .. Ye Old College neU,'' a framed. poem by "Kay \Vi," Will H. Field. 
of Looisvme. Ky. · · 

From ProL Earle K. Paxton, Plat o{ land of n10 acres, .sold by Dcnjamin 
nordento Thomas Paxton, Sr., and Thomas Paxton. Jr., in !74~· 

From Dr. WHJiam CoJe Davis, a Court Record o.£ .the Court qf Appeals, 
Rockbridge County. •8.42. Weaver \1S. Jordan,. Da,•is &: co:; an old bullet mold. 
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from Mr. C. Harold L:mrk, "A lHr;tm:y of the Lee Memotfof Journalism 
fouml:ltlon," *!H•· hy C. Tom C.:ntm; nnd "The fleginnin~ of Vrititing In 
Vftglnia," hy Dougb~ C. '-ft"Mmtrfc, ht which mention h m:icle or the flnt 
newspaper estahfohed in Lexiugton in 1801. 

From Miss Carrie Lee Camphell. '"The Shemmrloah," hy Julia )Javis. 
From a hicml. the Rcmnl flonk of the f\o:m1 of Rodi.hriclge Schoo1 Corn­

mi~sioncn, t Rfio. 

From Miss Willie Moo~e. an old c:rnclle-1nold, an old-lfme bras~ lamp, and 
an o1dphotograph of Natural Bridge. 

from the W;uldelt ramily. !i>e,·ern1 old Civil War photographs. 

from Mrs. G. Randolph Cmmon, "The Conquest of Vifgioia.'' The First 
Attempt. and The Second Attempt, 2 voh., by Conway S;um;. 

From Dr. Leslie Lyle Cnmphell, an old Captain's Sea-Chest, with nautical 
instruments, that went around the world. 

The following photographs were taken nnd framed for the Society by Dr. 
L~He Lyle Campbell: 

1. Ror:kbridg£ Cqunly, J'n.-"Rrn::k Castle," J\eaUy'! Mm. Old Red Mill, 
Stone Milt hou!(e, near Due1m Vista furnarn, site of Cedar Grove l\Htls, Rock· 
biidge ·Bath!'! Hotel, Eut and West Wings, interior of the Bath liouse. Wilson 
Spring Hotel, Rockhritlge Alum Springit rnuages, "Bellevue," "The Cedars," 
''Wee Dornack" and spring and stiJl-hooi;C'; J .. Hany t.yJe how~e. Mrs. J. Henry 
l,eech houlle, MacMHlan h0tm". Vktt)tia hnnace, foundation stones of the 
Lydia furnace, Buena . Vista . fmnnce . amt superintemlent .. and store houses, 
Glasgo\.,. house in nocna Vista. "Northwootls," South River D:tni and C.inal 
f,oi:lc: on North River, nen Salem fJam nnd C:lnat Lock on NoHh Rh-er, "Clover 
Hilt,'' 'Willlott house and ~ervant quarlers, Old High . Bridge Church, High 
Bridge Church of 19.15. High thiclge Chutch Spring. Houstml Plot in the High 
Uridge Cemetery, ' 'Stone Caistfe"-the ftut tavern for the Natural Bridge, ''Vine 
Forest"'-front and rear of 1915. "Rornl Va11cy," "Sunny Knoll," Indian Block­
Hou'le, M<C.otmick Forge and chvdUng on South ·. Jtiver, site o~ the original 
Ard1ihatd Alexamter hmm: on South Rh·er, and n corner of the Jlordcn Grant 
on Irish Creek. 

t. Lr.."fogtnn, 11n.--~(he Jordan hoi1'>e; William ••· Ale'.'<ancler. Withrow home, 
William Akumder hou~e moved from the Cottege rampus and tchuilt at iw7 
N. Randolph St.. Log-hoard hou~c ~non~d from sllc ncaJ the :ibovc en the cam­
pus and erected at 209 N. Randolph St., the llold home, the tlaxter home. the 
·ch1o:gow house, the Old l\loe Hotel, the Kirkpntridt :rnd Ch:uhon home'\, 
t'.og-hoard hon~e on W:t~hiugton St .. the PlurikeU house, · the nacon house, 
"Btamfome~" the Wright Livery Stahle. Matthew White house (Town Fire­
House, 19.15), WilHam White home, Robert l . White hou~e. John H. Mlers 
house. JQhn A. R. Vamer hou~t\ J. Will Moore home, Miss Myrtle Moore 
hou~e, Mrs, Sany Moote house. 'the Preston house, the Leylmm hou!>e, the 
Elizabeth Allan house. Rotkhtidge Court House \'ard and Jail, "Erk" Poin­
dexter under the magnolia that he planted. Nolnn nrnokc {Dold house in rear), 
old colored Baptist Clnm:h aml ~chool on North R<nufotph St. (now remo<le{,ed). 
l>r. JDhrt A. Graham hou!le, Rutherford n. Figgat home, Dan Rile)' house, 
Jim Smith (watchmaker) hou~c. "The Pim:.'$," the Bnrday hmt~e, The Rectory, 
and the Maglin and Nancy Rdd house. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

ReceijJts 

R:dance on band, October ~8, 1940 ........... ..................... ., .... $ .p7.48 
593 Ques· Paid ... , ...... ....................................................... .. ......... 1, 186.i>o 
One Life Membership ....... '. .................... ................. ~ .. ., .... ;...... 50.00 

Six Sustaining Mcmberships ........... , ... , ........ H •• , ... ~................... 60.00 
Sale of 107 copies Proceedings l.. .............. .;...... ........... .. ........ ao7 .oo 
Interest on Defense Bonds ..... ; ................... ~ ; .......... .. ............... 76.25 
Interest on Deposits ............. , ...... '.: ········ ... :........... ..................... 26.54 

Total · Receipts ...... : .................................... ; .................... $1,923.27 

Dislmrsements 

Postage. Refreshments and Servants in c<mnec:ti~:m with 
, Meetings ....... : ................................................ : .. ···············.·· 

Binding .... ;; ... ;: .... ;;. , .... : ........... ..... '. ........ : ... ~ ..... ; ..... :.: ........ ........ : .. >. 
200 copies Pro<:eedings I ....... '. ..... ................ '. ..... .. ..................... . 
Defense ·Bonds·: .......... ...... ... ..................... ........ ·:·· .. ········ · · · ··· ·. ~·· ······· 
Three Window Shades for ·Sodety Room hi Washington 

anti Lee Library ............. .............. '. ... : ......... : ................. . 
Rockbridge County Picture Album by J. W. McChmg ... . 

154.08 
6.90 

186.50 
1,000.00 . 

Total Dishurs¢ments .......... .... '. ..................................... $1;383.73 

Cash on hand, Decernber 31, t 945..... ......... . ..... ...... ................ . 539·5'1 

Defense Btinds on hand .............................. " .. ···.... .. .... .. .......... 1,000.00 

.E. S. MATTINGLY, TreastHer 
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ARTICLES OF CONSTITUTION 
Thh J11 to t:crtify th:d we. the uul!rt'llgncrl. tk'lftc w nml hcuhy tfo ll'l'lO­

d~tc ~Uf'lclv:C' tog~thcr to tm1n:ti1 :l'l'itttl:'tlon to he Sltmwn n<t Tm~ Roc1tn1t1n<:r. 
lhnouc~L: Socuq·y, ll" a<;<;oci:ttlon not org:mf1cd for a profit, in which no 
capital stock h required or to he im1ed, under the provisions and snbjel:t to 
the ;r~ulremenb of the la\\• for 11nd1 c:ue made and provided. and by thb, 
our c~rli~¢ate, set !orth, a, foUow11: 

(A) The name . of the a~sodation 1' to be Tm: Roct<tntto<:P.. H1nmucAt. So· 
onY. 

(fl) The name of the town: anrl t•otmty wherdn its principal office In thi! 
state ff ·to be located is Lexington, Rodthridge County, Vltglnfa . 

(C) The puipo~C$ for which it fa formed are, as follows: 

The coll(!(;tion, premvation and dh-;eminatjon of iiU thin~ refating to the 
his(ory, a.ndquiti~. J:mdntarh, and literature of the County or Rodchridge 
and the Totvn of Lexington, Va:, and promoting general interest in these 
putp(1"\e!. 

(P} The number of trustees who arc to manage the affai~ of the as~ndation 
shall be three (3), to be elected _ hy the Society. 

(E) The names of the trusteeii who are to m;mage its affairs for the first 
year of · it! existence, arc as follows: 

(f) The period for the duration of the assodation is unlimited. 

(G) The amount of real ~t:ite to whith its hoMing5 are, at any time, to be 
limited, is .· t ,ooo attes. 

Given under out hands thb 9th day o( August, r9:J9. 

Non: By some oversight, no lruste~ were decred by the Society until Jan­
uary t6. 19.41. They are,. as follows: Mr. Stuart Moore. Mr. Matthew W. Paxton, 
Jr!, and Mr. E. S. Mattingly. 
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BY-LA\VS 

ARTICLE I - Membership 

(a} Memhersbip in thi~ Society l'>han consist pf perwm interested in the pttr· 
posci of the Society, amt who shall be approved for memhetship as hereinafter 
provided. 

(h} Any person may he proposed ht writing for memheuhrp in ,thH Society, 
amt such proposal shall he submitted t<> a committee on membership !or its 
approval. 

(c) Membership shall · be divided inlo the following dasnei: 

(1) Active memher~.· who shall he tegtllatly approved and eJecte<i as 
herein pro\'ided; and who shalt pay such admission fee and periodic 
dues u may be J:equired by the Sodl';ty, .. · , · 

(2) Sustaining mem:hen, whQ. ithall he otflctwbe quaUfie~ a~ active 
memhen, hut who htdkate a d~ire tq contritnne du~ provided for sm· 
taining memhers to further the pnrp~es of che Society beyond the. inter­
est of other active memhcrs. 

(3) Life mcmhers, who shall he otherwise <pmHficd aii adive mcmben 
of the Society. and who !!halt within thirty cfayll after their election. pay 
the du~ ptt.'~cdhed for life membcn to he credited to them in Heu of 
any further admi~'\ion kes or du~ . 

(4) Memorial members, who may be elected from such penotts a~ may 
appc-ar to he entitled to this distinction from their connecrion with or 
inrcrest in histntkal Qr Hternry pursuits, ot who may indicate a dispo~i· 
tion to contribute to the cotlections to promote the ohjects of thh So· 
dety. 

(d) If any ac:ti,·c memhcr . sh~U fail to pay his ;;uhscriplion for 1wo years, 
or any time refuse to pay the same, he shalt forfeit aH the right5 and privileg~ 
of membership. and the executive commiuee shaU £:\use his name to be re· 
moved from the list of memhcrs. 

ARTICLE II -'- Officers and Elections 

(a) The offiu~rs of this Society shall he: a president, seven (7) "ke·pre!lidents, 
a recording secretary. a corresponding !'iecretary; a trea5urer. and a tihrarian. 
The foregoing officers shall he elerted a.t the annual meeting of t.he Society, 
by wriuen ballot of those attending or voting at such m¢eting. 

(h) The president shall preside at aU meetings of the Soch~lJ; . sftaH have 
power to appoint all standing and spedal committe~. with the exception of 
the nominating committee. At Jeast three of the vke- pr~idcnts shall be resi­
dent~ of the County of Rockbridge. and at lea~t one vice-president shall be a 
r~ident of the Town of Lexington, Va. The \'tcc-pteddents llhall, in order, as · 
they arc a\'ailable for snch purposes, di!">charge the dtities of the president 
whene\·er the latter shall be absent or uoahle to act as such. The recording 
secretary 5haH keep an accurate t~ord of the proceedin~ o.f the Society and 
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of its committee<:, :.mt dt~H keep an ziccmate list of member:..hip of the Society 
de5iguatcd according I.<> the cfa5siftcatfon thereof; with the ~ddresses of such 
members. ·rhe coi:re<1panding J;~cretary shaU likewise keep a list of die names 
afld .addrCS.'>Cll nf members and 0£ officen, and shall notify such memhers of 
the frme and . place of mcctiu~. or dection;i;, and of othet prpceedlnS1' of the 
Sodety, anff sh!\U. ftimish p1opcr publicity to thq:rt~si; of mnuers oUnterest 
H!fative . to Its :affai.rs. The trea!lurcr ihaU .H::cch·c .. all funds of the Society and 
dhbm~e !iame at the dhectinn or the cxc·rntivc rnnuniHee, ;tUd shall sohmit a 
proper ~rcp<>rt 3n<f .• actpt1nt . of . thcJr:m~actions of that.orJkeat the anuua1 meet­
ing of the Society .• TheJib .. arfan ~hall receive and ~ake proper care and custody 
ofhistorkal papers lO'ld r.ecor<l>i and inf~tmatlQn brqugbt to the attention of 
the Sodety; shall obtain and collect materi::\1 de!;irahle to fts purposes, and shall 
ftlrnish records and information for puh1kationor for the \\•ork 9£ coriHttiuees 
and shallperform 'uch oth<:r. d\ltic~ . ~~ may he_ d~ignatedby the cxe<:nlive 
committee and which may fnrth!!r the purposes of the Society. 

(c} The tetm of the foregoing ot}keu i.hall !)e for Qne yeat Qr ttntil =- SUC· 

Cel!IOT l!hall he 'elected. ~uhjcct to the tptaliftcation chat . the pre~ident slut? I not 
be dlgihle to hoJd offitc for mt.re than Oace sun:c!!sive ye~n. Meinhcu may 
be nomh1ated front the-floor for :rny office, following the report of the nomi­
l'!ating c(lmrohtee, :met the nmjorhy or vo1e~ .pst cat the ;i11mi;tl meeting l'haH 
be 'uffidcnt for election. VaGmdc~ rn::cutri11g in any office between nmma1 
m~etif'I~ shall be filled by tll~ cxenitive .commluce. 

ARTICLE HI - Exewtive Committu 

The ExectttiH! Committee i:.haH he coniposcd of the president, the seue­
tarie!'i; the treasurer and lihratinn, with wch other memhen; of the Society as 
mar he appointed hy t.hc president to . the irnmber o( not 1es!! _than ten nor 
more than fifteen . . This cnrnmhtee sh;iH meet at the can · of ffle president n-Ot 
less than four time!-t a year, aml sh;tH he eJnpowered to disn1ss and trao~act 
current busines!I of the Sodcty in the Jntcrim between gC11cral mcctii1g5. to 
appoint the nominatingromtnittee.andfo do .. au other acts necessary an<l in­
cident to the: plopcr tran:i;action of the husine-.s of the Society not req\1ired 
to be performed al ,a ~enernJ meeting: 

ARTICLE IV - Committees 

{a) The Nominating Conuninee !>hall comi~t of not. less than three nor 
more than flve memher!i appointed hr the executive cornrnittee not less than 
thinf days before ttle <late of the anrma1 meeting of the Society. No officers 
of tfieSodety shall he memhds of this committee. It 11haU be the duty of this 
committee w ~tthmtt, nt the tu'lirnal nteeting oHhe Society; one or more names 
of suitable pehom• to he voted upon for each office tt) he filled hy eledinn at 
~tu:h meetit1g. 

(h) The Memhcrshit> Comri1iHee shalt ronshr .of n(lt less than fhe nor more 
. than ten' ~1hnhers to be appointed by the . prc<;idcnt, with the advice and ·ap­
ptcwal or . .th~execnliv~ committee. ltshaH he the <luty 0£ thfa committee to 
rec'dve and · approve or dis:ippmn~ :-tU written prnpt'lsat~ for membership. :wd 
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suhmit their rec:otnmendallon' in writing to the pre!iident. The exen1tlve com 
mittee diaH ·. ~ empo\vetrd 'to adrrtlt pemjns approval by the memheti1hlp 
committee to mcmbetl\hif> amt to annohnce their election at the next general 
meeting of the Snd~ty. 

(t:) The l'Togram Committee !':halt COt1sist of not le!t'I than three nor more 
than five rncmhen of the Society. who!le thHy 'itsh:iU he to arrange and pr~cnt 
at meetirlgli of the Sodetf matters of geheral intere;t. 

(d) The Ways and Means Commirtee shall consist of the president, the treas~ 
urer, and three other members of the Sodety, whose-duty it shalt b~ to super­
vise and ammge the fimmda1 affairs of the Society, the collection 0£ dues, the 
investment of funds of the Society, and the raising o( fund:i1 for 11pedal fJOTposes 
or objects arid all other matters relating to the financl:d \vclfare of the Society. 

(c) The Committe~ on Hh1torical Records lihall consist of a General Chait· 
man, under whom shall serve three sub-comm:ittees, as follows: (1)' Committee 
on Biography; (t} Committee on Genealogy; (3) Committee on Historical 
'.Landmarks . and . Appliances~ Thcie committees ·are fo be · dedgnated by the 
presid~nt. Their dut}' ~hall be to as~ist the mmnfan fa the collection ·and pub­
lication of biographkal, genealogical and histork:il record,;. 

Papers read before the Society cohstitute a part of the ptoceedin~ of the 
Society, and may be printed ns llt1ch, · · . 

, (f) Members of such commiHees shall · procee(I to org;mize and elect a 
chairman. and shall remain in office until their !mcccssors have been duty ap· 
pointed. 

ARTICU: v -Dues . 

Dues of members shalt he payahle within thfrty day!I 0£ the date of the 
a~1nual mee!ing, and notice!! shall . he . maned by- the . treasllter to an ntemhet!I 
at such times a.s that office( may deem proper. Unfes!I and until other.wise d!­
recte~ 'by the Society, PC) atlmi~sfon r~e shall b~ re<tnired for memhenihip, and 
annual dues shaU be .· $2.oo for · e:tch active member and · $m.oo for each 11m;• 

taining member . . As . heret()for~ prothled; Ute tnembcn shall p:iy an admhsion 
fee of $50 in Hen o( othef due!I. Memotial members shall not he nx1uited to 
pay due!, hut sha11 have the ptivHege of contributing inoney ot material lo 
the Society in ac:conJanu with their interest. 

ARTICLE VI - Meelings 

There shall be four ge91~ral meetin~ during each year, the first of which 
shall be an annual meeting for the purpose of transacting fmsiness of . the So­
ciety, the remajriing meetings to he devoted toa discuss.ion of matters of in ~ 
terest to the Society, onder the 'ditec:tion of the . I'rog:r:am Committee. A . q11ornm 
for the transaction of husiness at any anr1ual meeting shall he fiftee11 meiiJhers, 
and at committee meetin~ of a majority of tho!'e requited to ;let. A majority 
vcte of mem·hers present or voting shall be. suffident to deterinir1e an matters 
submitted to the Society or any contmittee. Spcxiaf 1~1cetin~ sh,alJ he h~d at 
the caU of· the president or. of the ' executive committee; and meetings of .com· 
mitlees shall be had at the can of the chairman or acting chairman of ~uch 
commiuee. 
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1\Rnct.E VI 1 - Order of RuJiness 

The order or husfne!:.~ nt :mr regular meeting !!halt be, as £oHows: 

i . Reading tif Minute~ 
2 . Reports · of Officen 
3. Rcportis of Standing Committee\ 
'f · Reports of Special Committees 
S· Unfini~hed nn~iuess 
6. Communications 
7. New 8min~s 
8. Program attd General Discu~sion 

35 

The order or husine~s at any meeting may be varied hy the executive com· 
mittee to carry out the proper pmposes of such meeting. 

ARHCLF. Vf Il -- Amoulmenis 

The artid~ or associalinn heretofore nppto\'Cd ~hatt he the Con!ltitution 
of this Society, and mch Constitution, as wdt all the Ry-Laws, or any of them, 
may he amended at any regular meeting of the Society by a two -thirds vote of 
those attending or voting. prodded such propo.,ed anwmhnent has been suh· 
milted at the la~t previous meeting. and uotkc thc1eof cnnH~}ed lo the mem­
bers hy mail or by puhlk:ttion in one of the local new~p:ipers not less than 
ten day!'! pte\•ious to the meeting at which .the ~ame is to he rnted npon: S3\'e 

that previous notice shall not he required a~ to ;rny amendment approved and 
recommended by the executive committee. 

The above Comtitution and lly-Laws wen~ adopted by the Rockbridge Ith· 
toricat Society, in Lexington, Virginia, on Augn~t g, 1939: and amended on 
April 4, '9·H· 

------ --------
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'fHE BEGINNINGS OF THE ROCKBRIDGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

In another decade, when the Rockbridge Hiatorieal Society 
will be a husky youth, full of energy and well-occupied in 
taking care of 1ta ireservations and Reaortat1ona, we may nave 
the inquiry: *1 How did 1t atart1 And Whent And Whyt 

To answer these questions when we Charter Members are 
gone, I am recording the tale Of its birth - Perhaps too 
voluminoua),ytor present reading. But .such details ai=&of' 
absorbing interest when posterity eeeka 'to hear about tbe 
past. 

ln the winter and aprtng of 1939 thel'e waa et1ll standing 
on Main Street a worn frame houu. to which a v181t1ng arch1-
t&ot. had called attention, because of 1 ts architectural 
))eauty, and .of its construction, indicating an age preceding 
tne · A.uler1can Revolution. "Mias t;ann1e J.ordan 1 aHouae•,we 
called it, because she hed1nher1ted it. Her grandfather hed 
bought 1t in the early 18001 a, when it was already an old 
house· on Ma1n Stre~t. 

"It is certainly one ot tbo beat oxamplas of small two­
atory 18th Century frame houses, a tending 1n Vi rg1n1a today. 
It 1 a ·· clothe~ ln . architectural merit 1 and could be made . one 
of theah9w-place:s of Lexington. ln 1te uncared-for con­
dUJon ·the houu atands aa an aristocrat o.f otl'u•'r da7a, and 
ac.orna the paiu1er•b,- who ignores 1ta beaut1. Lexington 
enould. prtze ahd pi-Herve thh fine example ot early American 
arch! tecture11 • 

· ... Thie eridlng ot the detalled description 1e quoted here 
because it 1a all we can now preserve ot th1• oldut house, 
wn1oh later 1fU rllUd to the ground. The ~rt!ele, publhhed 
in the Hoclcbri~~o County Non ot April :n, 1G39, contained 
a full desor1ption pf the building down to the vor7 a111allost 
detail, by Mr. A. s.Lllll!bert, one of the archeolg1ca1 archi• 
tecta who s\lpervhed · the reators.t1 .ona at WUUa.inabl.U'g, Vir­
ginia. Coming from a man of hh attainments Jn hh protea­
a1on, it 111 .well worthy of noto. 

Thia houae - right ori tne Great Road 6 • atood on land 
11 donated" for the Count;r Seat by Iaaao Campbell, in the 
apring of 1778. lt waa probably the house to wbich hue 
took h1e bride, Sarah Lapalo7, in 1773. ("Southweat V1rg1n1a", 
Sumner I page 511.) He aoon moved Cllrther wei,t - to Jilontgo­
mery County, arid this lot - "Lot ie, w1th all 1t8 appu.r .. 
tene:mcee 0 - aold for Two Hundred pounds in 1780. Thia large 



price ind1catea a dwelling house w1tn outnouaea. 

So many persons were truly interested in this really 
hiatorical landmark, and it •U mueh talked-ot, over;rone wish­
ing it ooµld be pruervedr but no one had the money to reatore 
tt. 

Attent1on na drawn, a.tao, to our other building!! that 
meant history. We bad some then. 

In June ot that year. Hou.aton B4.rc.la.y o~.!l back .on a. 
vld.t to . hie home-town. B.11 made a, call at my pouao, and ot 
course we talked oit wiahing to prourv.e our landl:!iari,:'$. Be 
told or the very active Wichita H1atorical Socht;r - . in 
W1oh··· 1ta, Kanaa .. a 1 hie pre.sent. ho. me. • T. here.. in Ka. nae.at every 
atlok and a.tone ot their aettJement 111uat. be preservea. 

Hie d.e11cr1pt1ona tired a deal.re in ua to . try. to band 
together in thia colll!lwilt7 those int.ereated in its. hlator7. 
Thie .house - the Jordan Houae - ao much in the public eye 
and thought at that time - provided .a tocua. . · 

In trepidation, though in ~' I aaked a aoore of inter­
ested people to get together at my country home on July 4th -
a · quiet da_y here. 'J.'hey ea.me. 

than h no writtctn record ot< tnat little gathorlng. My 
memory ghu the . tollodng namea, either preonh qr who sent 

. agreement ·witn an;y action we might take;~ . l>hcuaei.on .... 
•al'p~ah our aim ••i C)learo. But no one . bad' ever t .aken part 
in. tile birth ot a.n Jn•t1.tutlon,. and we h,e111111cH1 and · ~•ed and 
repeat.ed. Thia 1e the Hat or names aa I 'recall .. them·s 

Dr. an.d M.re. , r...el1e. Lyle C~pboll 
llra. N; •• B.everly Tucker 
MJ:oa. /l. CL Leo .. , 
Ml'a. Roaa · 'l'uc)!erllaaon 
J.!Io• Q. Cabel~ .'l'utwU.er 

. ltfl'a. ~rrioat 8-alo . 
M1a·1. lla.r1. '~ 1;3Arcla7 
)!iaa · $l~iabeth Barola;y 
.Mr. Houston Ba.relay 

Mtae Ellen Andereon 
Miu Judith Anderson 
Col. andritr11. O.M. ' Brooke 
N1 se Hope . .Slll.art 
Mr. liarr1ngt~>n "'ddell 
Dr. Franch L. Tb).U'ma.n 
llri. lit. · B· Ool'.e• 
llra. ft • . L. Owen 
Mri, Ch!lriea MoCulloeh 

Lota ot. "gab" . ensued, but we. did agree to meet at .Mrs. 
BtlV!il"ley Tucker 1.s home on Jul;r. 7th, when we hoped to really 
get laup;pMd. · 

A goodly number gathered tl:lere - mol!t of tM eame people, 
augmented by Stuart Moore, Mrs. F. T. M. P~araon# Matthew 
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Paxton, and others, who had not attended the prel1m1nary 
meeting. But e.ga1n W6 talked; until aoma ldea called on Mr. 
C. C~b&ll 'i'utwiler to sit u Chairman ~.2 tt'nn. liis etticlent 
bua1neas experience put UB 1n form speecIIly. A committee 
was appointed to draw up a slate or Officers. An opon meet­
ing was achodulod for August 9th., in Ann ~mlth School, 
notices tormulated to be put in local papers, post cards a~mt 
out, et'o•, and the Rockbridge H1ator1cal Sodsty was launched. 

The Meeting on Auguat 9th (a terribly hot day) was wall 
attended.. T'Wenty ... nine signed at onco, soon tollowed by more. 
i blg historical pageant or some other history-perpetuating 
and money-making effort we.s dhcuuad. 

But - ere anotner meeting of our new Executive Boa.rd took 
place, Hitler attacked PolandJ tne pall over the whole world 
caot its black anadow over even th1s r6mote Valle1. Ho new 
thing could then be undertaken. We were a War CaaualtzJ 

However we confirmed the idea of forming the Hhtorice.l 
Society and awakening even more interest in our beautiful 
old Buddlng:s. 'tla8hlngton and Lee generously lot the Student3' 
Union tor our meetings. In October we bad our fir.at public 
moet1ng 1 with 11 tera..tl1 howling aucceu. From theri on there 
baa been grf:ldual but healtb-7 growth. 

Hespectfully reported1 

ttuth Floyd Anderson J.:oCullooh. 
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Tbe program of the January, 1946, meet1J18 of the Society 
was comprh6d of an inspection and 3crutlny by the membership 
of thev11rlou!I historical items, so far collected by the 
Society, w1tha :running discourAo upon them by Dr. Leslie Lyle 
Campbell. This collection condsta of documents, maps, books, 
articles of early usa in the household or on the farm, personal 
articles donated# pictures and ,,photographs, too numerous to 
specify. 'l,'hls collact1on ls at present stored - by the gra.~ 
clous consent of Washington and Lee University - in one of the 
rooms of tne. Library. But it will snortly be houud in 11 The 
Castle" - donated to tne Soclety l:>y the la.ta Professor Hale 
Houston, and now being repaired and re-arranged to the Socl­
et1• a needa by Dr. Campbell. 

A.~ usual light ,r~freshmenta were served# and a social 
hour enjoyed by ,the partlcipants. 

For the year 1946# tne following Committees were announced: 

'1'he Executl ve Comm! ttea: Col. Cale Davis - - - - President. 

Appointed% 

Dr .. J,. s. Moffatt, ttecording Secretary 
Dr. Leslie t. Campbell, 1st Vice-Pres. 
Mrs. Charlea MoOullo~h. Corr.Secretary 
Mr. W .. M. Drake - - - - - - ·rreasurer 
Dr. E. p. Tompkins - - - - - Librarian 

Gol. Leslie German 
f.11ss f.fary Barclay 
Ur. F •. J;. 011118.ll:l 
Col. w. Jit. Hurtloy 
J.tra. lTalcolm Campbell 
Capt. G. D. Letcher 
Prof. E. K. Paxton 
M:r. c. Jiarold Lauck 
Col. William Couper 
Mr. E. s. Mattingly 

Memoersh1p Committee: .Miss Henrlatta Dunlap -- Chairman. 
Miss Gwendolen HOwe 

Sub-Committees s 
Oenealoey: 

Uis:J Evelyn Ne!Son 
M1·a. E. A. Sale 
.Prof. E. K~ Paxton 

Mr. B. P. Harlow 
Mlss N•llle T. Gibbs 
Dr. E. P,. 'l'ompki ns 
Miss Ellen Anderson 
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Landmarks and 
Appliances: 

Rockbridge Service 
nen: 

Publt ca ti on: 

Receptlonr 

Progrnmr 

Ways and Meams: 

Dr. tulle L. Campbell - Chairman. 
Mrs. J. 1'. Alexander 
Mi•s ~ellle T~ Olbba 
Miss Anne Johnstone 
Miss. WU lie Moose 
Mr. Harry Lyle 

Col. WU Ham Couper - - -Chairman. 
-Oa~t~ a. D. Latche~ 
Mrs. Cole Davis 

~Ir. c. Ha1·old Lauck 
Dr. E • .P. Tompkins 
Col. ~£lllam Couper 
Dr. Leslie L. Campbell 

Miss !:.:Hzabeth Barclay - Chairman. 
Miss Marlo Davidson 
Vohs Louise McComb 
Mrs. Finley Waddell 

Dr. J. L. Howe - - - - ~ Chairman .. 
Dr. Francis P. Gaines 
t.:tss Eliz~abeth Barclay 

Capt. G. D. Le:tcher - - -Chairman. 
The Pres1dent. Col. Davia 
The Treasurer, Mr. Drake 
r::r. s tnart t:oora 

Mr. E. s. Muttlncly ros1Bned as Treasurer and Mr. W1ll1run 
Drake was elected for the unexpired terCl. 

At the moetlne on Aprll .29, 1946, the thamo annoUJ)ced by 
the Program Committee was: "Living CondHlons in Rockbridge 
100 Yen:rs Ago" • . A varied assortment of i terns made up this pro­
gram. Miss EH zabe.th Ba.relay f!r3 t read passages from a book t 
"The Old and Qualnt ln Vfrg1n1~ 1•; and she invited inspection 
of the display of anttque · costmnes worn by various ladles in 
the $Ud1ence. J.lls$ .Ellen Anderson roleted tbe chief occupatic:ms 
of girls, especially maklrig 6t samplers, of which specimens 
were shown. Mr:s. R. P. Cooke demonstrated colonial quilts. Mrs. 
James s. ~·of fa tt tnlkod on nu vine Expense is between HH0 and 
186011 , g1v!n13 figures taken from old account books .. . Mrs .. John 
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Taylor dlscuaf!!ed roc1pea from old cookl;mo1:s • . r.:ra. George Irwin 
and Mrs. Robert Mish sang: 11 Be11eve JJe If All Those Endearing 
Young Charms". Miss Howe read lnterestlng letters of anclent 
df1Y'S• Attention was C'1lled .to display of hou::tehold articles e.r­
ranged by Mrs. James Ale.xander and. Mrs. Walter FlicK. 

The usual . light refreshments were served, and p.J.eaaant 
chat .among members ensued. 

The summor meeting, due las·t of July, was held at Bethany 
Lutheran Church ln the County, August 5., 194(). 'l'he address was 
gtve~ by the Pastor, Nev. t. E •. Bouknight. lt consisted for 
tne most part of a history of Lutheranism in the Vdley of Vir­
ginia, and of this church in particular. A. condensation or 
Mr~ Bouknight 1 a paper o.ppears 1.n thla volume, expediences of 
s,paca prevents . its publication . .!.!:!. extenso. · 

.A. dist1ngu1shednon.:r~s1d.ent, th~ Hev. George VJ .. . Diehl, 
ot Corpus Chrl.at1, Texaa • attended this meeting, and was asked 
for :remarks by the President, to whl ch 1nv1 ta ti on he responded 
briefly but graciously. 

Jfl3'rOR!CAL SKETCH OP BETHANY LUTIIEnAN CHURCH 

. ae111e; one section of a paper read before the Rockb.rldes 
Historical Society on August b, 1940, at a maatlng held in 
this church .. 

By ttev .. L. E. Bouknight. 

tuth~ra.nlsro inRoc~br1dge County dates back for more th.an 
a century. It canters around four congrega.t!onsi New r.Jt. 
011 ve, noar -Pairfleld; Bethany, six miles northeast of Lexing­
ton; 'l'r1n1ty, a,t .B.u.ona Vlata; and Spring Valley, about tti.ree 
mHes sout;h or Fa1rflald; now e:x.t1nct., · Bethany now con~nl tutes 
a Farish of one congregation, wltn New Mt. Olive suppUed. by 
the fastor of Bath.any. 

, The~ Mother Synod of Lutheranism in America, the Minister-
1\lm of l'ennsylvanLa was formed tn 174~, and the t.11n1sterium 
of New YorK in 178ti. Whan the Vlrginl.a Conference of the 
Miniaterium of P~~sylvnnia met 1n Solomon's Church in Pago 
Ool.1nt1 1. Virginia, on Octooer l and 2, 1009" 0 The Register of 
Churches 1: Elders, De Ji cons, and te.y Headers Ha ts from Rock­
brtd~o County, "Smnuel*s Church, near Brownsbura - Officer: 
.Friedrlch Mohler". 'l'hat may be the congregation out of which 



grew th~ present Naw Mt. 011 ve. Mo records have been found 
to verity that fact. 

When . the Rev. s. Ptlhr was Hcensed as a minister by the 
Virginia Synod in 1042, he was directed to emb:race in hls 
field ·. of labor vacEfnt congregation. in Rockbridge Cou??:tY, work­
ing under dlrecUon of tha Rev. David F. Bittle. · The location 
of these concregationa la uncertain. Pastora from Augusta 
County had been vlnltlng them. 

SE'l'H.ANY CHUHCH, SIX HILES llOBTHEAST OJ.<"' LEXINGTON 

Hehry Teaford moved to the ne!ghboi'hood of Bethany Febru­
lil"J:'Y 15, 1851' . Elijah Teaford came in March; 1051. George B. 
Shaner and family In September, 185).• . A ff>W years later t;he 
following · .. famtltes .. cn~e. tnto t?e comm~ni ty: . Philip ~ngle~an, 
John G. Housman, ··· Jotm · .. p •. cook~.· 'J'homas and ··· ~ohnU. 'l'eaford, all 
of Augusta County. The"e famUies were 6ccaaiona1ly visited 
by the followlng pus tors: Gh.r1sta1n Bes.rd, X. J • . ~fohardson 
and Dr• David F. Bittle Q.f ~oa.noke Co~ lege. A Lthe t)Ugg$st1on 
of these pasto:ra the fa.mi Hes · detei·m1ned to build a house of 
worship. 

'I'be Rev. J. M. Shrackhise accepted e. call as Pastor of 
Bethany, and begnn preachir.g ;rune 1, 18.59. The services were 
at Rehobo,th S9hoql ... J1ou2e til.l th~ Cl}\J.I'ch was dedicated, Aug­
ust 14, 1859. Dr. Blttle preached the dedication sermon. Tha 
followlnecompoaf;l the list of .. Qha~ter Ma.mbe,ra.,19 •. 1n .:numberi 
Een:ry and Julle. A~ 'l'aaford, El!Jafi nhti. Sarah A. Tea:rp~d~ ~oh.n 
H • . and Jane c. Teaford, Margaret Teaford, John G~ }io\lse?fl~A 
and !'ary E. Jlouseman,, . Philip and Elizabeth Engleman; George B. 
Shaner, · Johri P. Cook, Thoma a Teaford, Eli zabyth Yount, Mrs. 
E. Pulse, f.tarsaret (h~rhurt, f)syld Tee.J:ord and wife., The re­
cords are a H ttla confus1nc as to ~01r1e of th$ names. 

Tbe first ln.t'arit b~p~1zed ~ at Sathartf aeema to have been 
Cornella Shaner, dtnt~l:ter . of Geore;e B. Shaner ~nd. wife, on 
June 101 1860) by Pastor Shreclchise. TM first ll~1ted under 
Bapti ams as . auch is th.at of Luther Davis Enn1em$n 1 so~ of 
f'h!Hp and Elizf,lbath Englemnn, on October 7; lBoO. Tho nut 
rnarrhce h thnt of John!'. Gook to Eliz.nbo~h .A. Armstrong, 
Octobe1• J.3, 1059. Untlor 11 Racord of Oeotha" first appears the 
name of Msrcaret Oulmrd~ Decomber 17:, 106()• 

'l'ho <)ldo:1t nilrn1tli~ df a Ch111•ch Comw 11 mtHittnu Mom , ~o bo 
Uiose of SQptcml•or 15, HJHG, .at f\'h! ch Ume tf!e chief busfness 
was tho cond1Jct o~ soIT1:o Ifiomoers and the raslgnavon of the 
so.cond pastor, th~ Hey. WH11ain McClqr1ahan~ Tho ~barge agdnat 
one member was 11 1ntetirperanca and not attending the ordinances 
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of .God•$ house, for which hla name w&B ret:noved from the Congre­
gation. After another member bad acknowledged his offences 
and as:ke.d pardon ha was received again into ful.l fellowahip. 

· Quoting from thest1 minutes: "It appeartng thtit some members 
having engaged ln dari_<!ing~ . contrary to the rules of the Church, 
~ * pessadthe follow1ngresolut;ion& Resolved, that we aa a 
Council are posltively opposed to church m(!mbers dancing, and 
shall regard it a test of membership hereaftern. The first re­
cords of pledges. for f!nancla.l au.pport was in 1867 a~otmting 
to i107.50; three different members pledged 125.00 each. 

The first Deed of record in the Clerk 1 a oft'lca ot Rock­
bridge County 1a one dated September 20,, 18701 ty Henry Teaford 
and wife, asGrantors and the Truatees of Alone Cemetery a.a 
Grantees. The tirst church building, erected in 1859# was evi­
dently on land belonging to Henry Teaford, but no Deed ha.a been 
found until one was recorded March 24, 1894, between Julia A. 
Teaford and Trustees o.f Bethany Lutheran Church. This deed 
says: uThe said Julia A. Teaford 1n conalderat!on ot one dol­
lar 1 grnnts to said T.ruatees a certain lot on wbl ch Bethany 
Lutheran Church now stands*'. 

For the sum of 1150.00, paid by thetad!est Ald Society, 
Thomas 1f. McGuffin transferred ah and two-tenths acres to 
arune trmrteea, to be neld for purpose of bu1 ld1ng su1 table 
parsonage. Also Luther D. Engleman and wife 1 . for '76.00 
granted to same Trustees one acre for the satne purpose. On 
May 18, 18951 tne Council passed by a vote of 4 to 2 a ruolu­
tton: *'That we do without a regularpaator thla year, and try 
to build a parsonage", which was ratified in oongregat1onal 
meeting witn slight mod1£1catlon. 

(A Building Comwittee of 12 wa:s selected; their names all 
given). Three of them to Get rock for the foundation - three 
to get a bill of lur.iber, and divide thls runongst themselves, 
(each to provide a portion). A motion adopted to establl.sh 
prices, which were thenea for ordine.r1 work per day, 75¢; 
for green lumbel' laid down at the ::.awmill, oO~ per hundred feet; 
that 25jt'. per day be allowed for board, single meal 10¢ per day; 
two-horse team, f2.00 par day; four-horse team, \i3.00 per day. 
~1thln the next few months tne parsonage was evidentl7 erected. 
On ~arch 1£, 1006 1 onottwr meeting was held, looking toword 
Homfl noodod. J. w. Encl omun was to t.ulrn cbargo of ( conotruc­
t!on of) a ch t.c;irn; r.. t. Al pM n wnu to hRvtJ tho Pol'aonu~o 11•­
nuro<l fop i'J00.00; ottwrn to f~ot u L1 l l of lumber for Stnttlo 
and garden fence. In lU06 a room wu~ u<luod on tho uurth 1.1ldo, 
and 1n 1913 another rcom at tha ba.ck, and a second porch. 

'l'he prasent church building was erected 1n 1904, during 
the pastorttte of the Rev. John W .. Shuey .. D. D. A commi ttea wu:J 



appointed to raise the money, decide on tha locatlbn, and 
determine the she ot :the bulldlng. The Deed to the present 
ChUf'Ch grounds la ' dated November :SO, . 1904, and the pa:rcel of 
land 18 glven as 2 <.32 acres. When the building was completed 
near ten thousand dollars had been spent - a large sum for thla 
aize oonc;regatlon; and when th~ church wns dedicated it was free 
of all debt. 'l'.he Rev .. Dr• Luther A. Fox, of Hoanoke Collage,. 
preached the dedication sermon; and Dr• A. D. R. Hancher of 
Staunton, pre,ached ln the evening• Dinner, was served on the 
grounds• . and 1 t was a day of re jo1c1ng 'that God ho..~ brought a 
faithful people to the cor.ipletion of so churchly a House of 
Worsh1p. 

A furnace ... to heat the building - was installed 1n 1919; 
the choir was Ul$ed 1n 1921; acetylene lights put in in 1928, 
and electric lights, ln 1939~ 

The following Pastors nave served the Congregation: 

. J. M. 8hreckb1ae 
w. s. McClanahan 
J. M. Shreckhiae 
J. P. Obenchain 
J. W• Shuey 
J. I. Coiner 
J. w. Shue1 
w. B• Oney 
R~ H. Cline 
fl. T. ·· Troutman 
t. E. Bouknight 

1859 .. 1860 
lBti0 .. 1866 
18ti7-1B96 
supply 
1897-1907 
1908-191~ 
1913-1924 
supply ·· 
1926-1934 
l9:34-l94G 
l942~ 

lfembership is at present 178 baptized; 158 confirmed; 
BB communing. 

Total ex.penditurH in. 1949 amounted to \i3,523. 72 for all 
organtzations. 
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Tho October 20, 1946 maetlne was held ln the Student's 
Union, 1n Le:dngton. 'l'he paper ot. the eveh!tig was read by Dr. 
Oll1gner Crenshaw, of the Wash.1ngton n.nd Lee Faculty; its title 
be!n§# 11 Rockbr1dge County a,nd the Seces.ston Conv:ent1on of 
1861 • This contribution is a most valuable one to the history 
ot Rockbi'tdga County, and the fact that it ls inexpedient at 
th1a. time to publ1Bh 1 t in these annala in 1 ts full form 1 s 
greatly deplored,. But e. fairly full condansatlon of the paper 
appears in th1 s v.olume. 

Mention wa• made ln detail of various recant accessions to 
the Society's collection of items ot historical value; the 
Pruident, Col. Cole Davis, spoke particular<l,y ot the munlfi~ent 
bequeot ot "The Castle" by Prot. Hale Houa ton, as a home for the 
Society. Appreclatlva menUon also w11a mo.de of Mrs. Auguste. 
B~ Fothergi:ll's e.nnoilnced intention ot donating at some future 
day, her le.rge collection of genealogical and h1.stor1ce.l books 
to th1 a Society. 

Volunteers were. asked for to collect copy of 1nscrlptlons 
on tombatones 1n various sections or the county, before they 
become illegible or destroyed. 

A aoclal hour tnen followed, refreshments and conversa t1on. 

ROCKBHIOOE COUNTY MID •r•HE ~ECESSlOll CONVEN'l'IOU OF1 18tH 

By Olllnger Crenshaw, i'h. D. 

A CONDENSATION October 28, 1946 

The visitor to Lexington 1n the campaign year of 1800 
tound tho venerable Lexlngton ·Gazatte gtnd such old Whig leaders 
aa Samuel McDowell Moore, ~e.J)lueI McDowell Reid, a.nd James D. 
Pavldson1 ardently chainp1on1.ng the cause of John Bell, the Con­
stitutional Union candidate tor President. 1'he Democra. tle 
J>.iu•t1 had spll t into Northern 11nd Southern wings; following 
the national lead two factions . appeared in Rockbr14t;a CountJ'• 
John Lateher., Governor . of Virginia, and a native son, openly 
aupported Senator Steph~n A. Douglas, tnestrongly Unionist 
Demac.r8.t. to ... · c0,nd1. d. ate ·· .. · as ct. 1. d .. t.· he t.il f e3. • Star,. wi tb wh .. 11.· ch Gover­
nor Letcher had earlier been at'ti . a a · • --:Tirnea B. Dorrnnn, 
erst:W:hlle Whig, . became a warm Douglas Pemo~rat and stumped for 
Douglaa. By '. the1r poa1Uon, Letctier and Dormnn had parted _com­
pan1 wl th: .the .dominant Democratic tor.cu 1p Vlre;1n1a, wM sup-

. por,·tea Breckenridge• . '!'hough th& ereokEinrldge party was .even 
weaker than th~ I>ouglais, thay established a campaign newspsptn• 1 



tbe f(ockbrhl~o Democrut; and such citlzons aa Judge Jo .. hn W .. 
BrocKenbroug , Ellsha F. Paxton a,nd Col. James W. Ma.sale, sup-­
ported Brttckenridge, as did anothor nnt :ret frupou.s V. <M• i. 
professor, 'l'homas J. Jackson. 

The fiell and Douela.s men profes:Jed to be uncompromising 
aupporte-rs of the Union, though they at times privately conced­
ed that tne outlook wlis bleak. 'Phay ntte;npted to a;how tha.t 
Vi.t.·slnla would suffer · by membership ln a. cotton confederac7. 
'fhey were extremely blttar against South Carolina, nthat arro­
gant Httla State'',, the author ot all sectional troubletJ. On 
the other huna Breckerirldga men asserted V1rgin1a 1 s social, 
economic; political• and oultl.irul klns~1p with tne lowar South. 

Lincoln won tne election.; though in Rockbridge the va.te 
was: Ball, 1214; Douglas, o;.)0; Breckenridge, :552 .. a Union 
majority of 1492J 1n the 'town of I.edngton H wau }3e11 1 '290; 
Dout:las, 140; Breckanr1dt;a, 49 - even better tharithe County. 
Throughout 1060 Rocl~br idga fo llowad the usual pursu1 ts of peace, 
but tha pol 1t1cal ··. leaders kept in clo$e touch w1 th developments 
in the South tind 1 n the tln ti on. 

llawspupers prepared the people for acquiescence in a Lin­
coln: government, •.vhlch they said wonld bo carefully Ah•cum­
scr1 bed by Cons ti tutlonnl safe-guards. Toward the end of Nov­
ember, preliminary meetings were held, to consider what should 
be dono in 11 tl1ls nlurr:iinc state of uffa.1rs 11

• Uon of nll part­
ias part1c1pate..1-: David E. l.Joore, J. T. L. Preston, E. F. 
Paxton, Hugh Barclay:. J. Uct> .. 'faylor; Thos. J. Jackson,. J;. w. 
PalneJ J. B. Dor:unn, 1·;:n. 'lihlte 1 .J. H. Jordan, E. L. Graham, 
Si.unue1 Gillock and A. L. Ltflson. 

On Dectiriili~n· 15, 10()0, a mass meoting was again held at the 
CoUl't House. Chalrmtin .Da vld E. ?.ioore presented ten resolutions, 
which praised the Aihericnn Constitution, condemned abolltlonist 
act lvttles; the Pursona.l Liber-,ty 'Laws 1 ,and tne :l:pirlt of insur­
rection and muriler; .so fnr as the Uncoln election expressed 
the trium:)h o( t ,hatrn lrtttar it wa:3 a "mo5t por-tentous viola'tlon 
of ( constit.utloi:nl) pr1nclplo::.". 'the roso-lutions · ft.irther urged 
t hu t Vlr0 l nl a ,fit,;ht for udjus tment. w1 thout passing on the con­
s ti tut 1 onell ty or expediency of secession. · 'l'hey declared ~l::io 
1 t wouid be 1•n1r;My ln~xpedlent" for the United Stat~s to employ 
cosrclon• Gov. tehher•.s can '.of the Leetsl(lturo was approved, 
RS was hb plan for the S.3JHHl)bling or >a ·(iener~l Na tl:onal oe>n ... 
stltutlona1· convention, a.s authorized ·by .Article V qt ~he u. s. 
Constl tut ion. Appnrontly no finnl action was taken ' by tnis 
me6ttnc, a:nd th~ i·esolutlon ·committee was enlursed • .. El~E)Where 
in town a croupof farmers .and mechanics usQmbled, to consJder 
the ori s.13 1 whtch viewed secas~ 'lon 'with skepticism • . Oorro'b.o-
ra ttve evldonce indicates considerable feel1ng among the 
artisans and mechanics at;ainst secession and war. 
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An interdst1ng picture was drawn by Ja.mea B. Dorman 1n a 
letter, November 27, 1860, to Governor Letcher; g:ratlf1ed to 
learn how strongly conservative $.nd Un1on1.st the Governor was; 
de::rnr1bed Unton meetings in town, and dhcuuions in. the 
Franklin Society; discussions whether Virginie. should go w1. th 
tha Cotton States; according to hh informat.ton the county 
people were aga.lnst the Personal U berty L&w:i, but deprecated 
the course of South Carolina; they opposed seeeaslon except 
as • la•t resort. 

Crisis ma0tlngs of early January, J.8til 1 were not ~rmon­
iou:s, and aeparate meetings came to be held - those of Union­
ists !i.nd Secessionists. Samuel :McDowell ~i oora and James B. 
Dorrnam announced aa candidate• to rept-uent Rockbridge in the 
Vlrg1ri1a r;onatitutional Convention, their .opponents being 
Judge John w. Brockenbroµgh and O. c. B~ldwln. A foremost 
Unionist w1u James P. Davidson; he wrote Dr. Jam61;1 McDowell 
that V:lrg1nln anould x·e~dn ~n tho Union to act att moderator 
between tno sections; though he roared a d1vla1on between the 
eastern and the western sections of the state. Around hlm were 
bankruptcies a.nd budne{Ja paralysis, e-nd he . bell ovad that the 
people were beginning to t•ealize the fearful future which was 
before them. ·. 

The views .of Samuel McDowell Mpo1•e ,.may be examl.ned; he 
would try to p1·e3ervo . the Union ~t cpnsonant with securing 
Virginia t 3 px•operty rtchts.. It not, then he favored tol'l:lla.tton 
of a new confederacy of States which would tender satisfactory 
guarantees. Pear anddhtrust of New Engl£indg1v1ng guaran­
tees would exclude lle:r from the i'6constructed Union. Let V1r­
glnht rumaln for a time a fr~ee . and soverQign Stat&. He feared 
heavy tax biirden o~n mauea of Vlrglni~ns, and swarms of tax­
gathe:t>ers, "suf~icient to control all elections and ult1mately 
destroy 1nda-pendonce of State Government". Moore and Dorman 
were elected by overwhelming vote. 

Unlortists took heart aa they perused the result,. and 
Dadd;:ion commented that one secesdonist could make tne noise 
of ten Unionists. He still believed in a pollcy of dignified 
inaction by Virginia. 

But evante were moving elsewhere to an evan more critioa.! 
condJtion. InJanuar7 sessions ot the United Statea Senate 
wero largely ~:hen \lP to farew~n s.ddressea made , by Southern 
members · rotut:nlrig to their seceded States. Formation of tho 
So\{th~r)'l Confed~racy was a:c.comp'.~ished ln Fe'bruar7, and on Feb­
ruary 22 J~ffer~on .Davis was -inaugurated at Montgomet-y. , 
Pos1ttpn ·o.r ···. v1rgin~'i1Unl oniatiS became untenable• Throughout 
that 111onth tne Gnetto published aecount• ot maet1ng1. ot 
pa:rt1cul.flr interest was · that on Waanington•.a Birthda7, 
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celc.lbrat~d with pabiotic tervor,wHh students and cadets ln 
procession of th& .Presbyterian cnurcn. The .JJpeeches d.walt 
h&avily 011 the great question before the countr.y; and "an ..... 
to a. greater or leas extent partook of strong Southern Rights 
sentlmentsn. That ·n1gnt at the e.nni vera1 ty calebra tlon of the 
Washington Literary Society the question was de.bated: Should 
V1rgln1a unite her destiny with tha Southern States? 'l'he vote 
of the auditors, 43 f'or the affirmative, e.nd 8 for tne nega­
tlve, was doubtless an index of tne sentiment among the stud-
ent$;. · · 

'.l'he Vir~t,n1li State Convention, meanwhile, · in 1 ts firs.t 
phase., me.rited ~lme:; listened . to ' speeches1 wh:Ue . the tats o,t 
the P~ficeConference w~s heluin the balance .. ln the Conven­
tion•:s prc:iceedings Samuel McDowell }.toore ma,de nimaelf o.bnox­
loua t 'o the secess1on;sts, and directly challenged Henry A. 
Wise. All welted on the upshot of the Peace Oontert>r'lce; and 
the nature of Lincoln's inaugural. , , 

' Young Charles A .. Davidson -wrote his father, James D• 
Dav1.a,son~ that " '1'he Governor se~ms to think that tr .Mr. Lincoln 
will beha.ve hhnselt'; all of the seceding States will come back 
before lorig". But. tne w-riterhad no auen hopes; . the inaugural 
address had: . ~onverted many . Un.ionhts into .1mme<l.1a.te Seca,:,s1on­
hts, e.n-d c9uld only. be interpreted as a declaration of war 
ae;a.lnst the South., 

Shortly be tore. the ii1augure. tlon of Lincoln, Jame a , D .. 
Davidson had journeyed. to• Wilshington, where · he aaw ·and tal.ked 
wl th ma!ly l'romlnent '·men. .. He . wrote · Governor Letcher i 0 I con­
versed with Lincoln !n°acro:wd at Willard's• He la wall 
pleuad, ' I uMers:tnnd/ to meet with Southern man.. r was agree­
ably dhappolntad, a's l hild been moat . unfavorably impr&Slll&<i 
against him, from the a9counts in tne papers". Dav-1d~o.n :warned 
Lincoln that tha Virginia Unionists~ tor whom he spoke• would 
not eountenanee ooerc1on; Lincoln said rea.saur1ngly; n'.J.'hers 
will be no war". ·. Jn ooncluaton he reiter.nted hla :belie! that 
Virginia had saved the Union. · 

From Uarch 1861 correapondence between Jamcu D. Davidson 
and Jamaa B. Dorman becamo s-o, trequ<tnt thnt ln the :Davidson 
papers · .. ·.(in McCormick fiis.tortcal -1:-lbrary ~R Chicago) one .. l1Ja1 
obtain an .almost day-by-day plctµre of what p~ople l~ Rock:bridge 
were thinking, on the one side; and thQ th~:n~ght;a, Jind observa­
tlom1 of t;hi s ~ounty• s members of. the Convention, on the other 
s 1 de. Interw,oven ln this ,. e,x_cbang9 ar:e letters to and from 
Governor Letch~r. wurm tri~nd . of .both Dorl'l'J&.n and ·Davidson. Thus 
may be. seen the shi (.:ting currents, arid t}le puhUe re8:ct.1pri to 
them. On March 4, .18En,- Dav,1dson told- Dorman ,of hh tense feel­
ing as he awaited Lincoln's inaugural. He reported the 
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Secou1Qnhta also apprehensive, and one StJCh in.formed 
Davidson •Tnere · will be . a rebellion !n V1rg1n1a tf the Conven­
tion does not act speedily". Pavidso.n commented: "Good I.ord l 
what talk 1'' 

By Mareh 6th news Qf tne ln~ugural had reached Lox1ngfon. 
On occasion Lincoln• s words could be muterp1eces of obscur1 ty; 
and so they than impressed Dav1dsona "H!a avowed determtna­
Uone are ao much que.lU'led by buts f;lnd its and unlesses that 
it in ·fact · amounts to a message against "C'Oi'rclon". fie Ee came 
aatiS.t'ied Uncolri1 s poH,cy would be to throw 'the responsib!-
11 ty ot aggression -on the South. He observed tht:i t some con­
aarvn tl:ve men ln Lexington ~bout tnh time went over to the 
aecess1on1sts. 

On March 9th Gov. Letcher and Pa:v1dson each wrote the 
other. In each letter the Sacesslonists . we,re de.plctad as de­
me.ri4lrig action at O!'\Ce~ In Lexington they said tl)e Sta ts wu 
crawling on her belly, . elating dirt, ote., while 1n Richmond 
they said tpe.t V1rg1nh would bEJ disgnced H the Convention 
di(i not at qnce pass the ordinance ot aecesa!on. 

Gov. Letcrier desired the creation of a situation whereb7 
the Odtton States would have "to oome to ua11

• Ue, concluded 
hopefullya "Patience Ema prudence will work out the resul t 11

• 

The othar member from the coW1ty, Samuel McDowell Moore, 
. 1a no,t tro~uentlytn the Davidson papers, but on l&arch 10th 
he wrote o.f the dtff1culttas ot a staunch Unionist amid the 
pro'."a~ce~~l()n mobs ot Richmond • . He we.n·ted a border States 
Conve~ttonto e.ueroble ·tn -Frankford or NuhvHle the la~t day 
of Ma7, to draw up an ultimatum to be presontei:l. to tne otl/.er 
OtS;tea for action • . Moore added, wishfully no doubt, that tha 
Vlrgin~a Convention would adjourn to meet el!<HVhere ln the Stab 

The over ... conJtant Oatett.e wobbled once !n an &dltorlfll 
entftled.) < "S.pe&dy 'Aot!cm or !mtnedlate Separation". Thia 
brought to the editor, Jo:tiahS. Mctfutt, a call from Davidson, 
who br()usht him to book; McNutt said he did not mee.n it. 
J)av1dtfon teared :preelp1ta te action, which should lose the 
game. 

1.'be restloaanea.a wh1 ch has been notad, began to affttct 
eve~ Ro~kbridgo•a J$mea B. Dorman, made of leas stern stutt 
t}je.n Moorof as he wro~f'J Dadd.son on Ma~ch . 22n4 ·that the people 
ure becomfog, db!la.tbf ied w! th the .. Conv~ntlon• s !nacd an. 
Jocµlarly he a<ided: . 11 0ut of tho 152 member~ 1 t ls aafe to cal ... 
culflte. that 140 men e.re accustomed to public @peaking". Each 
speech c-onaumed two or three days on an average. 
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Davidson we.a writing art.tcle::l in the Hlcll.niond ~hi~ against 
secession. over t ,he signature of "Hobert of' .Rockbr1 66 .. Gov. 
Letcher wrote from Hichmond 1ri b1 tter denunciation qf the 
secessionist consp1rato:rs. He could not believe that 11 a. Juat 
God would ellow the overturning of the .best gove:rrunant th& wit 
o.f mcBf1 has yet dev.tsed11

• The Governor was himself not spared 
from v1ole11t aase;ults b.y the Secessionist press. 

As March waned pl'ospects of Unton:lst and consarvat1vea 
darkened • . ·. l,feW_$!)6Pers were' shl ftlng sides - the Richmond Wtilg 
went .over comphtely ~arly inAprH. About . this Hme the 
"l!~Ui'I St~r changed .. handa,. and shifted Hs policy • .. Evlderitly 
tFl6Secesa1on1 sts of Rockbridge 1 heartened by new press · support, 
redoubled their af forts. Tt16S e developments were deacr1bad for 
Dorman by his cou31n Davidson. 

Lincoln' a cautlolu1 pollcy now gave way to a pod ti ve one 
of reinforcement or the for.ts. Moore . found the pre.saur19 t)X­
treme; and this he blamed on '*tho most P()tant money power :that 
ever exiated ill Virginia; I wean t .he traders in nee;roe~. They 
own a bank ln th1 s 01ty 1 a.nu have millions or dolle.r:J un~er 
thelr control. The interest of these people 1s entirely with 
the . seceded sta tas, and they would . sacrifice Without scruple 
&very other lntorest in the Sta~a to promote lt''. '1'111.s charge 
ot Moore's has not received attention from hlstor'lans; and is 
an interesting ona. 

On April 9th DoJ:>man wrote Dav1~aon; 11 1£ h W()r8e . and 
worse today • . 'l'eleGram· rBoeived this morning states Unooln 
has given torrnal n<>tlco ,Fort Sumpter will · ~e re lp.fprc.ed~ , 
Conrl1ct lnevitable today lf it turns o-ut to b~ so,, an,d civil 
war going on a·t tt.J:s momEint. God knows what will come ne#*' * 

Such thottghtful men as those express co.nct)rn ;or 1rrf.e.rnal 
cond1t1e>,n and unity of Vlrg1nla. Dorman teared tumult .and 
revolution. £a5tern Vlrgini:a 4es1rad to vote on s~eession; 
trahs-Al1egha:ny Vfrglnla woµld . not go with tht> East qnt11 . a 
conterence with Kentucky • . Dorman sa1d1 .·. 11 lf a d1vls1on ~11sue 
1 should look r .or a possible dh1slon of the Count1 .. op Rock­
bridge even. Th~t part s .outh of Buffalo (Creek) woul;(l never 
separate from East Virg1n1a; that part bordering on 'Augusta 
would have more of a Maryland and l>ennayl van ta 1nterest,, 1' 

As . profound a blow . as was tbe !'1 ring on Fort · S\,Untar .·to the 
Unlonl~ts and conservatives of Virginia, -H vc&S .th& prpolam1;S­
t1on by Pre:Hdent Un~oln qn April 15, 1861, calling fqr '-5,000 

volunteers which .. de··.alt , t.· .. h. e. ~ .. ·. th.air 9Iu~ d.e.· . g·r .... i.c.a •.. ~n. L.······e·J;,·1··.·. ngton as late as April 15th, {wh11o tlnco n s proc amation was yet 
unknown to thb people here), a Union pole was raised. David­
son ts la.cont c con:;;ent to Dorman tells the story; 18 Just th1s 
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moment tile Un1on pole raised on yesterday, with the eagle upon 
it, has beon cut down by tbo.se who raised it--- We had an 
alarming t1me Saturday .evening, between the Cadets and the 
wo'!;klng men, when r:alslnf .their Unfon pole • . Now 1 howavar ..''-­
he s1gnlf1c1mtly add:J ... everything ls qu~et, f!nd at long last 
it seems we all thJnk al1ko 11

• Thls stout-hearted old Unionist 
had at last capi tulatad - Virginia wu out of tne Union. 

'l'he saces::iionl.sts now controlled the Convention. If they 
had not gained such control, Dorman bellaved, they would have 
quit the hall and called Jef t Davis to come to fUcnmond. Rock­
b:i•1dga delegates had passed throut;h an unhappy time. Dorman 
excla.1medi ''God snve me from ever ba!ng placed in a poai tlon 
of such responsiblll ty ar;a1n". Samuel Moore, he said, had 
shifted toward the secess1on1sta. He did not know what his 
constHuertts in Rockbridge were thinking,. but he did not havo 
t9 wait long to find out, for on the 16th, tho day tlncoln's 
proclamation came to Lexington, th1rtl of the town•a strongest 
Union men dgned a dispatch to him: Vote an ordiance of 
revolution at once". 

Almost all of the former Unionists east of the Alleghanies 
bees.me sece:tslonlats, except John Mino~ Botts and our Dr. 
George Junkin. The latter's .dramatic departure from Lexington 
has become local folklore. As to the latter, Edward Eckols 
wrote Davidson on April 28th he had learned or Dr. Junkin' s 
intended departure for Philadelphia. He seid; n1 have no 111-
feeling against Dr. Junkin personally; rather the reverse,. but 
as a Presbyterian minister 'fJlth hh predisposition to preach 
political sermons, and wlth bis education and talents, going 
fresh .from our country with embittered f'eellngs against us, to 
a city now all excited and ready for rising up against us, I 
think a conmittea should wait upon him, and .poll taly tell him 
he must not attempt to le~ve tbe county, and that during the 
war he must hold his tongue. Let h1m know that he will be 
treated kindly, but that if he attemets to depart to our enemy 
he will be dealt with as one of them • There la no record 
that this internment was attempted, and Dr. Junkin was per­
mitted to depart unmolested,. 

After AprH 17th Virginia was virtually in the war 1 though 
formalities occupied several weeks following. Warlike prepara· 
t1ons dominated tho scene in this place, and on May 23rd Rock­
bridge :ra tlfjed the Ordinance of Secession by a vote of 1728 
to one, and overwhelmingly elected s. McD. Reid and Francis 'l'. 
Anderson to the House of Delegates. Moore did not run for any 
office in tt1e 1861 election, and Dorman was decisively def·eated. 

However much Rockb.rldge County, with other area.a of ' 
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V1r,G1n1a, l:uld ras_iated the aece:t.don movement_, whim war came 
the peopla clOsed ranks 'and 1 t 18 noteworthy that many who 
held out the longest weve amo~st . the most zealous and whole ... 
hearted ln . thelr support of the Confederaey in the four years 
ot sacrlf1co w:htch ensued. · 
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It'or the year 1947 the following Of fl cars and Comrni ttees 
were elected or appointed: 

Pres!derit - - - - - - - - - Dr. Cole Davis 
lat V1ce~Pres1dent - - - - ~Dr. J. L. Howe 
2nd Vlce~Prealdent - ... Dr .. w. D. Hoyt, Jr. 
3rd V1ce-:Pres1(j'ent - - -Miss Evelyn Nelson 
4th V1-ce;..Proaident - - - - Dr. Frank Price 
5th Vica-Preddent - Capt. M. Price Doniel 
6th Vlca;,,Pfes1dent - - Mhs Blanche Mccrum 
7th Viee;..Preddent - - - Uh3 Mary Barclay 
Recording Secretary--Dl•. J. S. Moffatt, Jr. 
Corr. Secroter}' - - - l.1r3. Chas. McCulloch 
'l'reasU,rar - - - - - - ... Col. Leali e German 
Librarian - ... - - - - - Dr. E. P. 'l'ompkinB 

The Executlva Committee--- 'l'ha abo.ve-mentioned Officers 
(except Vl.ce-PI'esident::i)are ex officio members of , th1s com­
m! ttee. In a.dditlori the fo1low1ng named were appointed: 
Dr. J. L. Howe, Miss Evalyn Nelson, Miss Uary Barclay, Col. 
Wm. Couper, Col. Paul Welles, Ml.sa Mary Galt, Capt. G. D. 
Letcher, Mr. E. K. Paxton, Mr. c. Cabell Tutw1le:r, 1.1r. T. B. 
Shackford, Mrs. Maico~m Campbell, Jlir. c. Harold I,ouck. 

Membershlp Cownittee 

Program CoJmli ttee 

Hhtorlcal Hecorda Com. 

Sub-Comm1tt;ees: 
Biography 

Mr. c. Cabell Tutwlle1' 1 Chalrman 
Mrs. J. P. Alexander · 
Dr. George W. Diehl 
M~s. Richard Hogshead 
Mfs. M. M. Mills 
J.Jr3. H. Ru:Jsell Robey 
ltrs. w. R. Sterrett 
Mrs. J. B. Wood 

Mr. E. K. Paxton, Chairman 
Dr. w. G. Bean 
Lt. Col. Herbert DHlard 
J:trs. Leslie Germa.t1 
Mrs. Rosn Tucker Mason 

Col. Wm. Couper, Chairman 

Col. Paul W~lles, Chairman 
Miss Margaret v. Jones 
M;rs. E .. A. ~ala 
Mr. Harrington Waddell 

H1ntorical Capt. G. D. Letcher 1 Cl1airman 
Landmarks ~etc. Mr. D. ~· B1·ady 

}fJ',. • ...."' rre l fl nger 
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Genealogy 

Rockbr1dco Service 
Men 

Ways and Means 

Reception 

Publlcatlon 

Mrs. Grace Condon 
Miss Willia ~ooso 
Mrs. J. Frank Key 
Mrs. L. 1). ltptinger 
Miss Kathleen Saville 
Mrs. Curtis Walton 
Mrs • VJ. A • ta st 
r.u. W. A .. Sterrett 
Mr. w~ H~ lh.4"Tlphr1es 

. Uiss f.lury l.i. Galt, Chulrman 
ti;rs. Wm.. l.iooro . Poakei 
Dr .. E. P. Tompkins 

Col. Vim. Couper, Chairman 
Mra .. Co.le Davis 
Dr. E. P. Tompkins 
Capr;. G. p • .i.,etcher 

Mr. T. B. Shackford, Chali'man 
Co!~. Qole On vis 
Col. Leslie German 
Col. Vim. M •. Hunley 
Mr. Stuart Jaooro 

Mrs. f,'.ulcolm Campb~Hl, Ghalnnan 
Mrs .. J. A. Cool« 
Mh.s Jennie l.t. Hoptdns 

Mr. c. Harold Lauck, Chairman 
J.tr .. B. F. Harlow 
Dr. E. P. Tompk!ns 

The speaker on tJ•e Jan~~ry, .t.947, progrum was Dr .. Prancis 
P. Gaines, who selacteq as his subject; "Rockbridge Countyt a 
Pe.rt 1n the Development of the Nation". He dealt with the con­
tribution of men of tM s locallty, who w.are notable in the 
various fields. of science, a.rt, llterature,llil.litary affairs, 
government, religion, acrl culture, etc., di verging oceaslon­
al.ly to Include .men of thls c;~neral section not· strictly .of thls 
county. 

The po.pal' 1n full not being avd..lable the following ab­
stract ls elven in lieu or a fuller ~eport. 

Dr. Gntnas sketched b:r1ef'iy the 1mpacf of Virglniana on 
the development or ott1er states, especially Texas, Tennesse.e, 
end Kentucky, and on the opening of the West. 

He pointed out that Frnncls Pre3ton B1a1r c~me from Vlrg1n1a 
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as did Govarn6r William Clark of Missouri, George Rogers ClarK, 
and Hern•y Chy. J!m Bridger, the famous pioneer ::icout, we.a 
largaly responsible for the eatabllshment of the O:regon Trail; 
and "Bie-foot" Wallace and General Sam ttouston, both from H.ocK­
brldge, were the most significant figure.s in early 'l'exas und 
the Southwest. 

'I'he spouker ulso dealt with cit! zen3 .of Vtrulnla and of 
Rockb.ridce County who .have mnde no to.ble cont1•·ibµtlopa to the 
science, art, lltt:rature, and the rnechs.nlcal arts, of our 
country. Cyrus VcCorm!ck, inventor of the reaper, has helped 
put bread in to tne nlouth of countlaaa thouao.nda; J. E. A. 
Gibbs, with h13 invention cf the cna!n-stitch sewing-machine 
lessened the labors of innumerable housewives; Dr .. Walter Reed, 
and D1•. Ephrulm McDowell, pioneer aurgeon led tne ws.y to the 
development or present day success in abdominal aureery; John 
R. SHlfogton Starrett a<lded much to the stun total of human 
know.tedg~ ln taklnc . many axped1 tions to the liear East, upoclal­
ly Asta f:lln.or .· for · archeological exploratbns; engineers like 
Sidney Vlill tamson and ,Charles Locher, 'Who were instrumental in 
construct.1ng soma of the largest and most important dama; can­
als, and other eng1nee:r1ng strueeture.s ot this country, as well 
as ~bf'.~ad. Men in th~ . realm of theology and religlon like Dr .. 
Archibald ' Alexander, Willhm r-;orr1son 1 and Bl shop W11liem Tay­
lor; ir1 trie polltfcal field, Sam Houston, President. of 'I'ex.a.s 
Republic, as wall as Governor of ',t'annessaa and of ·rexas. 

This llat la incomplete, as the spanker mentioned many 
othors. 

Various gifts, in the way of' articles of h1ator1c inter­
est, we.re resJorted by sundry members. 

The Hecept1on Cornrrifttee tnen set out reJ'reshments, which 
were enjoyed along with oonversat1on 1 af whloh the mer.;bers 
dispersed. 
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'.Phe Apr11 1 1947, moet1ng took place at tne Vlrg1n1a. 
1.:1nury Institute Ltbrary. Col. Cole Davis, Preddent, in 
the ch.air. 

Col. Wm. Coupor wade a detailed statement concerning the 
mill tary records of ltock.brldge m6n an<1 women ln m1 U tary ser"!> 
vice in World Warn. A sunmiary showa1 Dea.d, 117; wou!1dJ~d; 
180; mhslng, ti; prisoners .of war, 28; no report, a. 

The mer.ioershlp of the Society ls reported now a.3 n~ber.­
ing 190. Near one-fourth of this number a:re nop-reddent 
members, scattered over every saotlon or tho Un1.tedStat;es. 

The popal' of the evening w1u one by Dr. E. P. 'l'o1itpkina 1 

hl s aubJact bel.ng "'l'he Valley Ua1lro~d*1 • 'l'hts line was 
planned to extend from Harper 1 s Forry to Salem; V1rs1nla, and 
to traverse Roc.kbr1t1go County. lt wa• only partly buU.t,. 
though it crost ttockbr1aga taxpayers more tnan .a m1ll1on dol­
lars,. bonds and intorost thereon. A,n abri~ed version ot the 
paper appears in this volum~. · 

Followlnt> tba paper the ·Soclaty wa~ 1nvl ted to inspect 
the v~ M. l. Musouru, 1;1nd an enjoyable t.1me was occupied in 
dolng so. Col. Couper and others connected w1 th V. £1. l., 
showad and described many interesting items. 

SKETCH OP THE VALLEY HA lLRO.Af) 

Condensatlqn of a pupor read at e. meeting of the Rockbridge 
fflstorlcal Society, on April 28 1 1947 by E. P. Tompk1n.s, 11..D. 

'l'he cl tizena of Rockbridca County wero so eager to get 
rn!lroa.d advantages for this region, that within less than 
two years after the close of the War betw&en the States, when 
they ~ere povarty-str1cken to the lsst ~agree, they were will­
ing to burden themselves with a qabt of' a half mlllion dollars. 
Not only that, but knowing that be.for.a the bonde issued to:r 
for the purpose were fully paid up the debt would probably 
amotm t to - and 1 t d1d smount to - considerably more than a 
mlllton dollars. 

Hitherto about the only mi:urns of pubUc transportation -
other than the stage coaches and the freight wagons - was th" 
Jar.1e3 River Onnnl, and its subsidiary, the canal on Uorth 
River. The extreme northern section YUHJ touched by the Virginia 
Centrdl (now the C. & o. RR.} and vii th this exception not s. 
m11e ot trackage existed . 1n the county. So that the Valley 
Ra11road, 1f built, would have bean the first to serve the 
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whole county, as 1 t would extend through about tha middle of 
the county, from end to end • 

. Cqn~i:Hiuently thlB railroad was the one whi en occuioned 
by far more anxious discussion and conference,$ and debates 
than did any simHar enter·prlse. And yet - aa a matter of fuct 
the Valley fia1lroad ' existed on:11 .on p{l.per; so fa:r e.a Rockbridge 
county was concerned• . .Much work, and expensive work - in the 
way ot heavy masonry culverts; and ea»th fills - was done ln 
this county, whl eh rem~in to, thh very day; but when trnins be­
gan· runnl ng into Lexington lt waa not trains of th.e -Valley 
Railroad, but of tne Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 

A prol iflc source of 1ntormatton reg£1.rding the Co:unty 1 a 
part itl tfle Ifi~tter is ' tO be. f .ound 1n tl1s minute-books Of tho 

·a.oatd or Supervisor·a i · a.rid ~ to one who has tho pa tienoo to thread 
hia ·way through thes6 'pe.ges, 1t ia an 1nterast1ng·tneme of 
history. 1lewapapt:rr tUee of that day also give information .. 

In October, 18661 an election - more correctl,- a 11 poll" -
!'aa qrgered by tne court, to ascertain whether or not the 
voter•. would ratify a proposal to haue bonds of the county, 
in ~he amount . of one hundr'ed thousand dollara~ . They did. ratify 
themee:s\Ute, bonds were issued not only in accordance witb thlS 
"poll8 , but ()f' au~seq\ient polls ... a total of ~525 1000. How much 
interest w.a~ paid o~t by Rockbridge tax-payns would be exceed.­
ingly difficult to 'est!mate, but aoraf.l 01' the bond3 were not 
p111dotf till 19~2- a l'lalt century later - when a ceremony was 

_made of bw:ntng them in ·the court yard. 

" Th~ae bonds were not simply handed over to tne railroad 
iompa.ny w1thoti t , any r«:tatrictlons; on the contrary the q1a tter 
was h~dg()d about with certain eondl tion• to be met by the rall­
:rosd aµtllor1ties; . t~e . chle.t' . of these bein~ that the .d<;>llyery 
o:; .· the · bqn1::l:r> . ap:d · ,the be.£;1nnlng . of 1nterest•pa:y1ng, was made 
eontlp~·~nt 11pon a ~ike sub:ser1J>~lon amountfog to .one, million 
doll;ars ,b&Jntr made · by the Cl ty<ot Balt11nore. Another condition 
was . l;hta.t . ~el·tyery c:r tnEt · bonds wduld take plac;e only when 
actu'.$1, eons tru.cti on work . was . begun 1n ffockbridgE> Ooun ty, . w 1th 
as~.µranc~ of atee.dy continuance" · and s,peedy conclusion. 

In .the Supervisors' Mlnute-booka 11.:re probably not fuwer 
the.n 011a. hundr~d · ~ t~llls ot tmslnesa . 1noaxed, u being concerned 
with the Va.Lley Railroad• It U amazing lnto how -many com­
plex1 t1es a matter of thh sort may run; and hovs d!veraU'hd 
:meh oomplexitlea • . Qommttteea we.re appointed time aftor time, 
to confer wl tb . the railroad au.~hori this; meetlngo held in 
Bal timo~e, in S.t(l.Uflte>n; perhaps elsewhere. There ar,e re,portis 
ot c9'utn1 ,ttees, .· reports e>t conr~.rencea :and dhcuss1ona almost 
without end - mlnds &ppnrently in conflict with other ·minds, 



and seeking a common basis of agreement. 

Although dell very of the bonds was hedged about with ap­
parently ampl6 provision that the County w_ould obtain value 
received for money expended, atl11 it would se111m from the re­
cord that eventually the raHroad people did actually come 
Into possession ot the bonda, . and tnert were quite dUi:tJ;ory 
about carrying out their promlsea • . '!'hereupon, the Committee 
sen.t to Baltimore tor< that purpose obtained an lnJun.ctlon trom 
the Court against the Vall~.y RaUroad Compar~y., whlch >wu de-
3lf$ned to prevent, and wu of course effectual, 1n preventing 
thh Company !rom making .any us.e o.f .t:he ; bo.n~a. This naturally 
necessitated court procedure, and a suit resulted~ A comrotttee 
composed of a number of .Rockbridge men ma4Et more ~t~a~ one trip 
to Baltiniore to get. the matter. adjusted • .. It would aeem from 
~ho record that thh coim:ni tte~ -•U treated. lflth ~·cant respect. 
On at. least one occasion a V.ic&~Pre:iident, Ii~ • . P. P. Pendleton, 

· came to Le.xington to confer w1 th County 4Uthorttlas" When the 
comroi ttee made trips to Baltimore 1 t waa nccompnnied by a com­
petent attorney• 

The ttihole matter of building a _t'a1lroad through J{Qck'bridge 
Colll'.lty dragged along year .after yea:r; sorne - V'O'.rlc was dOIJe in tha 
way of bulldhlg, mainly in the ,way qt the maso~i eµ].verts 
above referred to, and still :to be seen as inelanc.holy me~entoes 
ot past ho pea, but no crosa ... tlea or rails .were Jafd tHl the 
Valla;y 'RaHro(ld . was taken ¢vt;lr by the .Baltimore and .·Ohlq company. 

'l'he :iantlmant or state oi' mind of . the chlzeru:y of .Rock­
bridge lWas reflected, naturally> in the newspapers of that day -
ln &ditoriab . for the most part, and in , articles written by 
others·• The tone of these . in ttit) b(lglnning wu hopeful and 
buoyant, but -u months end years paased with nothl~g . <>f note 
being done, t.he tone of edl torlah l>eca~e very pessttnfs~1~, 
and. some were extremelysarcastic toward the ratlrol;ld .people. 
For example 1 . "'!'he veil ha$ :\ju~ litted l 'l'lHs . befiu~~tul v1dons 
whfoh have long b.£lunted oµr trqatins and ~psophi~tl{:$hd fan­
cies. are taking wing:J and tl71~g away. . It w~ft nothing J>ut e. 
m7 th. arhr_ ..... a1_1 _1_ .... _ s __ ·._t_u i ,_ 1_. _t __ i_e __ .··· ha._ r _ti _t_ o_._ _ s __ .1.v ___ •_ .. _·. u __ P_._ ._ a . b111au_ :t. _-· __ 1f_u_._i _ r_r ry th. Athr wandering ao long ln .Elysian tl.olde, . and quattlng t_he 
waters of the pearly st:reama, and lhtening to the angelic mu­
do ln shs.Q.y grOv'IJtJ, H . la . h.ard to be t\U!lblo4 out in the cold, 
and tind it was a tantalizing vhJon •hi ch. van1fihes into thin 
air, and leav.u u:s shtverlng 1n tho bleak n;~ght ot blank dh-
appo1r1tment.1• ·_ ·· . · · · ·. . · : 

When twe:l;va years hall _ paas6d alpce 'the project wa_s tlra t 
bt>oaohe.d, in Pec~mber, lQW, ~t ;. !faS sugeeste<1 by ' f:ln fi .ttorney 
who bad bae.n a.e.nt to Bal~ifilore to oons~lt "1th .the railroad 
authort tie a thfit this daoisive ~tep be 'tak.en, namelyt That the 
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Board of Supervisors peti t1on the Legislature that an Act be 
pa.ased. requiring the Railroad Compl\n'J io resume .construction 
wor~ in ·good .!aith wlthln atx months; or otherwl:Je~ tneir char­
te~ . sha 11 be forfeited, and· ttie coun Un and c1 tlea alon& tho 
route beauthorlzed to revoke tb&lr aubscr1pt1ons • 

. . . An ordinance was tnereupon adoptod by the Supervhors to 
11 obta1n from .the General Aa8embl1 ot Vi~glnl• protection and 
relief against the unjuat, ruinou,a, and opp:readve policy 
adopted by ·tho:te who have neretotore controlled tho Valley 
Railroad. Therefore be 1t ord.eroda 

"1 ••• That Messrs. J. B. Dormart1 w.m. A. Andoraon, and p. 
E. Moore, be . req\leshd, tn conjunotlon w1 th the Chairman of 
the Board, t.o prepar,e a ,bill prodding tor tbe d1eaolut1on ot 
the Valle1 :Railroad Company, the revocation ot ita charter, 
the ede of lb propert11··and tllo distribution ot , the procuda 
ot Gue~ sale as ma1 bo juat, right, . and equable, or granting 
auch oth~r or additional meam1 and aourcea ot protection, re-
lief; and redress, as may be necessary. · · · 

n2 ••• Tfl.at the Repruerytativea ot thia Oo\UltJ in the 
General Assembly be earnestly requested to use thoir bH·t 
etforta to &ecure passage ot the enactment ot: such legisla­
tion as h herelnbeforo lndleated and aet forth. 

••3 ••• That the Ch~.trman of this Board be author1ud to 
'lPPlf t? t~fl ·t~$hla~ure . tortheenactment ot such lestala­
t~()µ . a~ > 1.s l)ereb1 c;on~emplated, anQ. :Present to . the .General 
haem[>~1 a atater.nent of the facts and srounds upon which 
:n.tch appllcaUon h . founded. · ·· 

1'i •.. T~t ~ne Pount1ea f;>t' Botetourt and Roanoke, t .ho 
Cit;y .o:t . Stfi~ton, and tho town ?t Loitngton, be requested to 
co-operate withtne Oountl ot Rockbr1dge in carrying out the 
purpose or this ordinance • 

Thia unpoubttidl;y. was drotic action, and calculated to 
arouao •tl'jt) VdleyRdlroad people . to . so=e aort of action. No 
rooQrd . loc~HJ ave.Uab+~ · giv-oa, 1I1t~rmaticm .aa to 'Whether thla 
:Blll. .a.a pauep by the (lel'leral heemblJ; .bu,t th~ Vdb1 Rail­
ro~d. Company was not dlaaolved at that Uma. 

On May 6 6 180C» t~i:t Preaidf!nt ot '~he Valle7 Railroad •roto 
the Board of Supervisors that arrangement~s had· been made, but 
not entirely completed, ,to coltlploto the ra1lroad to Salem. In 
th±~ lti~tet he ghu .·8: .. very ~road b1nt th.fit inore Rockbridge 
b()ni:ls ·•()uld be very a~ce~tabte.; ·But the c11nny Superv1~oz:s came 
bee)!; at him with thiai ·.·· Thia Board calls ·· attent1.on · to ttle fact~ 
th .. t iii agreeing to the' injurictlcm belng Ht aside" - t.he 
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!njtmction to prevent premature u~e of Rockbrictge "bopds - 11 they 
had expt>essly a,tipulnteo that •no cdls ar~ . to be ma.de uppri 
th1s county for any part .of the ~2JO,OOO of bonds not yet de­
ll vered, until . tho work. upon, the rail:road 1lfian be, resumed in 
this county, etc., t - - And tha Board w111 act only Jn accor­
dance with this, the bonds will be . turned over to the Valley 
Railroad Compnny: pnr1 pnaau w!:th worlt dona in tho county'' !t 

About thla th;ie the tu -on Hockbrldze property was ln~ 
creased from twenty-one cents .to thirty cents<~ .increase o'f 
about one-tblrd - in order to pay tha interest on the bonds. 
'rhe shoe 'began to pinch tlt;hter l . 

· 'l'rend ·or Vall,ey Be.Hroti:d affalra varied from time to time. 
A newspaper ttem ot 1077 $aya: "1es·terd&y ;he Vall~y .Rap.road 
of V!rglnla was formally turned over to .the Fr~sidont, ,Mr. P. 
P. Penc.U!jton, by the Shenandoah Vnlley Railroad Coippan:y, lossee, 
by its President; notica having been , Clven try the latter . com­
pany that 1t is w1w1111ng to ,cont1nue the tempqrarz lei:u~ nmde 
some month:s ago, at two thousand dollars per month • What 
part of tha Valley Ha1lt•oad th() other f'Oad len$od; or how much 
trricikaee had been at that Hme p.ut int;o o:per~tlon, the abo~e 
i tam doh not mention; but at least snows the interest ,talqm 
in one road by the other. 

ln the course of time - in tpe early l080 1s it Wf\S .., a 
track wu completed In.to toxlr1.0t.on, . and trni?'l~ begnp rur:mlng 
into the town. As alreo,<iy mentlon.e<L, tne¥ w~rt'I Qot .VP.:l_lelHe.11-
road tra:in:s·; . but of the o •. ~nd o. Railroad. , IJ.lhff vaql;)y. Rail­
road, as owner of r10 ht.s of way on w}11ch ~ha tr~ck wa.~ bu1lt;, 
ceased to exist; the railroad into Lexfngton was built and 
oper~te'1; by tho 8. & o. Thb road wa:J ope:tahd .for about 
shty years; than not. so lone b~foro thia page wa~ wrl tten the 
road was.Aibandcmed - raUa apd ties . taken U:p, and dhpod tlon 
made of the rieht-of-.wny. · 

It m~y be ~aid of; the citizen& of Hockbrldge ,Co\lnty that 
. they hav~ aJways carried out thelr ~qrit1•acts, e:pd 1ti thls in­
stance paJd pf.f ~tl.e bopd~ . a:F tpa~ bepQ<me .9-ue. One ffllJ.Y read in 
the Lexirii~top Gazatte . orlAprU ~ 1 J.922: "J.1onday. a~ noori e., . 
large .group of I.nt.eres'.tad spf:tctatora wl tneu~d a hdf-mHUon 
dollar bond-fire in th'e Courthouse yn:rd, the burning >vas under 
direct1~,1\ the Board of Sup~rvlsors. H. : fl.11 of t .hem paid up, 
cancelled, end gleefully ln.irned to a~l1~Hl 1 · 

Apparently th.e follur6 to Lulld the 'road through to s ·alem,, 
Vi:rgln1a., as planned was due to undarQstlrnt:\teq of _the cost of 
construction. . One seeti newapape·r mention in the early days of 
"eight or ten ,thousand do1+aJ:'S per m1le 11

• ('l'his, !Tl~Y not have 
been e.n official estimate.) A mnch later estimate, probably 
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made by a . competent engineer after careful aurvoys, nnd very 
careful f1gur1rig 1 was Of fH'ty•eiaht thousf.q1d dollars- per mile -
a wlde d·if·fersnce. Alao the methods of constx·uctlon at that 
tlme were crude - human mu.sole, bs.nd tools, wl}eel-l:rnrrow~ plck­
and-sf1ovel, only relatively weak black powder instead of high 
exp~oalves of the present day - all mnking fo.r higher costs. 

One studant of ra1 lroads has aa1 d; u It Gen., Hobert E. 
Lee had not died at a time when hls name meat1t so much, 1.t 
would have advanced the subscriptions to the Valley flailro~d 
amongst the Confederate veterans of Baltimore, for hs was 
much interested in Rocltbrldga catting . this railroad, and kean1y 
alive to the ootmty'a needs.. In addition, the monetary panic 
of 187~ occttr;red, and crippled financial expunsionu. He alao 
went on to says · 11 If the VtHley Railroad had been built all 
the way ~o Sahm, Vtre;1n1S.,. then tne Shenandoah Valley kaH­
road never would have been · bullt, a.no in -consequence the City 
of Roanoke never would have come lnto existence".. So the 
:failuf'.e. · of this road: was of far_;reach!ng result.· 

Thua paased the railroad whicn had caused so mnch tn1k, 
so much aiutious discussion, so much wr1 tten. in 'the newspaper a, 
and which cost the taxpayers a very pretty sum of wonay. And 
so tne final curtain fell on the traglc..;corredy-histor1cal 
drama of Hoc!{brldge County and lt;s Valley Riailroa.d .. 
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Tho sti.nu:ier mt;ettnc of 1947 was buld July 20 by lnv1 ta.tion 
ul Oxford Church, on Buffalo Creok. In the absence of Pres1-
du11t Colo Duvls, Dr. J. L. Howo prG$1dod .. 

OnJ funlill'o of thl:.i mooting which ollc1tod much interest, 
wu:J u dbplay of antlqual·larn ltoli1s, such ns photo3, pictures, 
household article.s, old family s1lvar, gotten up by a member, 
f.'1 ss i~a thleen Snvll le of tha.t ln-ir<.edla te oomrr.unlty1 who demon­
strated thee in an ontertaln1i:g way. 

Dr. Howe introduced a apaaker for this occa~lon, a former 
postor of the church, Rov. A., \'/., \'lood, who read a paper on the 
history of ' tM 3 old Ch\t.rch nntl concrecutlon. It was snld. that 
the building !i1a1 hnve once served aa ~ fort nca .lnst Indian at­
tock, an early buUulng hav1nr:- been flllld~ of.' atone. After l04j 
the concrego.tlon cnoso .the deslenntlon of 11 0ld Oxford .. • 

; A bountiful supper wa::i served by the lndle!l of this con­
Bregu t1on, at the conclusion of which the Society adjourned. 

ABS'I'HAC'I' OF .PAPER OH OLD OXFOh.D CHlJHCH BY REV. A. W. WOOD 

At Old Oxford Church, July 28 1 1947 

The first meotln~house was of logs, of course. It was 
spoken of as "h.nvint; eieht corners". Ona• s first impre:'Jaion, 
from this, 18 that it wan octa5on in fo:rm. It ha5 boon sug­
gested, howevor, tbnt it was shaped like a cro::is, with short, 
wide, bars of equal length. The idea being that a larger 
building could be constructed Vl!th snorter logs. It ls 
possible thut the church was used as a fort, whereby the 
sottlers could defend themselves from Indians. In l7tii:l the 
first raid on Kttrr 1 s Creek wa::i made by a band of Shawnees. 
'l'hls would natur1Hly arouse the settlers in the valley of 
Buffalo Creek to protoct themselvos .. 

'fhe loc; structuro was located probably fifty yards to 
the southeast of tho prosent bulldl nc. 

When the stone build1nc; took tho place of tha log church 
the latter was used for mny yeors n3 a Session fouse. 

'l'be tltono bulldlnc; dated !rorn HHl.. It was nearly as 
lnrt:;e as the present brick church, end was located somewhat 
nearer to the eravayard. Portions of 1 ts .roundn ti on may still 
be seen, and other part:s. havo been utiU zod in the present 
structure. Small stones wore used ln this ltmastone building, 
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the wall a were thick, and tne wind.ow!j narl'OW - t'!·i..ree ln mun­
bor on each side, with small panes, and broad wlndow-sills. 
There wu:J no basam0nt, and no vostibula. 11/ltliin wore two 
niale!l. '!'he center block of pews hsd a par ti ti on, as has the 
present ?ne • . Each pew had a door opanln~ into the ubla, 
wl th wooda.n button to fast on the door.. '1'he pulpit wa.s box­
shapad, e.nd nart·ow:. Flv~ or stx steps led up . to .1 t. ·rhe 
woodwork w1a n~ttirnl · ptna unpainted.; The roora was hen.tad by 
two wood stoves~ 111ha sesa1on h~use was tothe left, u one 
comes out of tho. ~hurch, a s1ns.;1e-room, :sqmu•tJ building, for 
official mcH'3t1n£3• 

In the yaara lStlp-106 .. / the congregation duired to build 
another e.anctuary. The goal v:n set to ta1ae $2500.00, ii ~ ii' 

but Qnl.7 ~om~ $20B9.po was [Jubacr1be'1• The n,unJea that appear 
on tbls suhscx:~ptlonl13tare, for the most part, f~m111e.r in 
the lone 1~1 story 'of thj:j>chtµ"ch.. f{epres,eJ1tat1 vu are here 
today • .. Th~ buHQ1~ wa.a 1Jreeted \fh,pe Rev~ . John A~ Scott wu 
supplyl(lS the palpU; he was prlncipalq( Arm Smith Academy 
in texJne~on.. Rev. · Beverley Tucker Lacy had preached here for 
.some months ln 1865 or •·se. . ile wae a Confederate A't'my chap;,;. 
).ain. vu:n1am F~ JOMson, long' an elder Of th! s church, WU 
rec&lved lnto the church on certificate from the chaplain a: 
little whHe before. 

We rejtJ!te that this simple, beautiful, sub a tantial . 
building st~ll stands • ... 1~ has 'b~en ke!-)t· in <fonditfon, and 
improv~41 .. and t~e grourida have been · 1'e.autt:f1ed. An;, true aoul 
h lnsplred at . thEi. ~i~ht of thh })ulldlng and 1 ta grounds as 
appro.ncn~O. .from the top of Klger.1 s . lilll • . We are § .lad when you 
ae.1 to us: 1t1et u.s go into tlie house of the Lord • 

Th6 flrstd6od of re~ord 1n Ro9kbl'ld6e Cou.nty.t i8 to be 
found In Deed Boal~ 11A11 page 14:3, whereby Sa.ml. Lawrence makes 
over l 1/4 a.eras and 10 fOltHl to the Trustees of: Oxford Church, 
thi.s dead reclt1n£;tha,t · 'l'n1~ land h where the . ?~urch now 
3:~anda 11 , wf.ic.h clearly lf.l(}lqatu the1:a "'as a. (}hurch bulld1n¢ 
be~9re1779; and tl:l<!l cpmiencus ot. op!:nton am9ng t~e . older 
people is ~hat the first; qhurch_.l'/as build a.bout 1'768. 

This transfer of U tlf;) 1 and a la.tar one tor . add10onal · 
2 l/2 acres of hmd from ?Josea Vflnegar, in 1845 1 would not rule 
out the 1And be1ng in the original grant b;t Borden - as lt 1.1 
thought to rut ve been. 



The Organiza Uon of Oxford Church 

'l'bt)re are no local i•ocords of Oxford Cln.U'ch extant ot 
a time before th~ re-or~anization, which took place fn !a4~. 
As to such rocord~; nev. Andrew ~· Davloson, when pustor, . 
removed such records to a houat:1,once a .dwelling, where he and 
hh elders wore e.ccuato:med to meet. Thls house was consumed 
by fire and the re·eor&i were destroyed in the fire, by whii3:h 
the whole pt•evlous h1story of thl s oongrEl£R tlon wex-e loat. 
They ware thought to date from l76H. 

Re-orga111za. ti on ot Oxford 

In 1843 the congregation sent a 'request . to Presbytery - . 
then ceeting ln "Center U:n1Qn in Peni:iletoh Coun·ty", .. the Vlr'"' 
g1n1a, ~ow ?lest Vfr&foia. This ls now known as Mcpowell, and 
is 1n Highland County, flhich w~5 Ja ter for.med fJ;'Ol'.ll Pendleton 
and Bath Oount!u. '!,'he Presbytery l'fHl.ponded, an(i app()1nted 
a oom:nls~lon consht1n.g of Rav .. Ja1nes Morrison, Rev. John 
Sloan, and Rev.Henry Payne, with Elda~ Hueh Darcl!l; _and an­
other alder, name no;t known. The church choae the nume of "Old 
Oxford". The session wna composed of John teach, Sr., 
Shanklin McOlintlc 1 and w. A. Wilkinson, the latter being made 
Clerk c;t ~he .Session. A curious f1Tld 1ntere;3t1n&. _rs.ct 1a this: 
The congregation thought they. should have a Constitution, and 
a c.c:ixnmHtee prep~red (f\lch, . which was duly adopt~d. In th~ .. 
minute . book m~y be. J:ounch . "con,st1tut1op of OxfoJ>d Church", but 
a blank po.ge follows,; (.Did the . Chrk poapone· i,:opying it, and 
then forget it ant1rdy1) W11a_t manner 9f doeument was tpls 
"Constitutionm adopted by a Pres:byter1e.n congregation !n 184~1 

Rav~rend w. \'/. Tr1mbl~ was called in 1044 I and. served 
till 184~. . . 

Re'i• Sa.mtjel Houston who supplied at Oxtord 1?1- 1800'., also 
was pa~~or ot !Ushbr:tdg~, an<l Ff,tlllng S~rlng churches. Be rodo 
hor.seback - ~crou ~hol't H1~1, otten. 11acolllpnnhd by hls daughter~ 
Mrs. Janetta Gilmore! by a road, . long abandoned• crossing over 
from Ru.r.f1l.Valloy1 h s home. to South Buffalo • . He al~.o tilled 
appotnbnenta at .Hamllton•s Sch9olhouae, and wab alwaysthere 
regardle 33 of wee. ther • · 

Rev. Andrew B. Davidson may havo bean serving Ox.ford 1n 
1603; h& is llstad as Stated Supply for Oxford and New Mon­
mouth in 19:39. In 1831 Oxford and Bethesda were in his pu­
tora te, also 1832. He was a very earnest preacher. When 
preaching at Bethesda. he usually road on horseback from his 
home near Lexington, about fifteen mlle3; but on _ Commun1on 
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occa.dons would go on Friday and return on Monday. 

Records 1n the llewber1~y Library 1 Unive1•sit7 of Chicago, 
state: tt'l'he first o1nister of Oxford was R&v. James Po•NeN •• • 
but he declined the ptisforate 6 nnd ret\l.I'nad to .Pb.Uo.delphla 
1n 177~. Then .crune Rev. Samuel Houaton,who waa followed. by 
Rev. Daniel Blain. The Rav. Andrew Davidaon aupplied the pul­
pit from 1803 to 18091 when he baeama pastor of the Presbyter­
ian church 1n Harrison. Ho waa compelled to resign hia pastol"­
ate there in 1314 bees.use or his pro-English sent1JI1enta• clau­
ing him as a 'fory,, in the War .of 1812. He returned to Lexing­
ton and resumed his work as Stated Supply at Ox.ford. (Copied 
by Rev .. Geo:rce w. Diehl.} 

Rev. W. VI. ~Pr1mble aerved from 1844 to 1849. lie waa also 
a teacher, being Principal or an Academy, and later a Female 
Somlnnry. Old Oxford pro3pered under his pa:1torate. ltinutea 
ot the Ses.sion are quite full. 

Tho3e who followed are these: 

Edward T. Hoga, 1872 to 187? ••• Rev. John I. Kirkpatrick 
profeasor at flashing ton e.nd Laa Unl varsity, supplled at var.;. 
ious times. ••• Rev. H. P~ Smith, 1878 to 1884 ••• Rev. Wm. A. 
Dabney, 1886 to 1889 ... Rev. w. G. F. Wallace, 1691 to 1892 
(Married J41ss Sue Myarsi Lexington.) •• • Rev. Wm. L. Balley, 
1894 to 1900. (A bacha or).... Rev. Henry A. White 1900-
19021 profeuor of history at ilti.shlngton and tea unl varsity. 
A grant revival and gathering of forces under hh leadership .... 
Rev. Thomas Mowbray, 1902 to 1004... Rev. James Power Smith, 
Jr., 1904 to 1908... Rev .. Albert w. \'iood, 1908 to 1919 ••• 
Newton A. Parker, 1919 to 1027 ••• Rev. Ja:mos ti. Coleman, 192~ 
to 1944.... Rav. Albert W. \'iood was Temporary Supply irregular ... 
ly for a period until Rav. George R. Rector waa ca.lled and 
took up the work. Rev. Ur. Rector is the present incumbent,. 
dating from 1942. 

Going back to former days: Rev. Will1am Pinkerton sup­
plied Old OJtford trom 1851 to 1858. He also .served Highbrldea, 
Colllerstowh, Fairfield and Mt. Carmel, at various tlmea,. 
taach1n5 in s~veral places. Htl died while pastor at Mt. Car­
mel, rtidway, 1875. 

Rev. Jo}:m Miller was moderator in the Session lfoetinss, 
lB58·to 1860. He waa a captain in the c. s. A. Married, 
second wlte, Sally Campbell Pre::iton McDowall, ot Lexington. 
He owned Col Al to in Lex ine;ton. Returned to ?r1ncton, N. J. 
Hla orthodoxy was questioned by the brethern while he wa~ pas-
tor in J?etersbury, V1rgln1a. · 



Rev. Alexander L. HOtJ.:lhaud \vas pua tor 1861 - 1 65. lie 
married Mias Mary Elizabeth Moore, oJ: Col'lierstown commun1 ty. 
Rev. Beverley 'l'uckar Lacy held a revival while .Mr. Hogshead 
w!u in charge at Oxford, and som& of tha more prominent men 
of the commun1 ty who became active in the la. ter history ot the 
church, united with the church at that time .. 

Rev. \'JHlla.m M. MoElwea supplied Oxford tn 1869-1870. 
He was at; that time :still a minister of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian, but later he been.ma a membe:r of the Lexington 
Presbytery. 

Due to the exigencies of apace this informative paper 
of Rev. Ur. Wood's had to be somewhat cut down 1n length, and 
in places re-arrnJ1bed to a amall degree. All essential 
tacts have been preserved, however. 

--Editor--
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The fall meeting of the Socioty was held Octoler 27 / 1947 
in the Student Union in Lexincton, D.:r. Cole Davis presiding. 

The u3ual: 01-.dar of buai nass wua reversed by baving the 
paper fh'st, and business meeting afterward.. 'l'h!s paper was 
delivered by. Dr .. Chas. w. Turner, of the \'iashlnf;ton and Le-0 
Unfvera Hy faculty / bls subject being uRallways of Virginia 
Prior to tbs 01 vn Warlf. A thorouchly documented paper I and 
moat int'ormell'l'e. · An a.bridged f .orm of this peper ia included 
in th!tl volume. 

It r.iavlng been found that ln order for the Society to hold 
ti tl& to :real estate• irnch su "The Castle" it ls necessary to 
have a Boe.rd of •rrusteos. So such board was thoreupon duly 
elected, aa follovni z Uassrs .. Stuart f.!ooro 1 l!n thew Paxton, 
Earl J.1att1ng1y,. and T. EL Shackford. 

The L1brarian made two SUf.cestlona, no.mely: l. That a.s 
soon u !eas1ble after the Society ha.a moved into 1 ts permanent 
habitation., we aaeure .for our library a copy of any and all 
booka written by Rockbrldt;o auU-.or:s, and, 2. aacure eopy of 
any or all county hlstorf~s which are available. 

Various acceasiona to the Soc1ety 1 ::i collection of h1stor-
1cal thlng:i were reported ty the Libro.r1an and othera .. 

The el~ctlon of Officers f6r the ensuln~ year waa then 
announced u the next order of bus 1nea:s. and the Hom1na ting 
Commlttea brought tn a nslt:rte0 of names, v1hlch slate wa:t 
unanimously elected. 

President Pavis callad att.entl on to n chanea ln the 8y­
La.w~~ whereby the Chairmen of the several. Comm! ttee3 will be 
appointed by the 1n-com1n6 President, instead of being electod 
byeacp eottinirttea. 

Officers for the yaa:r 1948.> duly elected at thh meetinc, 
were as.follows: 

Praaldent Mrs. ff., Russell Robey 
lat Vtca .. fres1dent Dr. Cole Davis 

- 2nd Vtce..:Pres!dent Co.l.. Paul Welles 
3rd Vl.Ce-Prasldent Mrs. J. D• ~load 
4th vtce-Pres1dent Mrs. Claude Ci>ht 
5th V1ce-Prea1dent Mrs. Mary Fields 
6th Vico41Tes1de1it Dr .. Albert 1.lcCown 
7th Vlce..,.;J>raddent Dr. Freeman · Hart 
Corf'• 5ecrdtary Mrs:. Ch.ils. i:cCtllloch 
Recorc\ing Secretary Dr .. Jamos s. l.totratt 
Treuuro:r · Major CarrJtjtton Tutwiler 



Librarian 

Sxecutl ve Commi tha 

Hlatorlcd I?ecorda 
Progra111 Co:i:rni ttee 
i·;ays pnd Means Com. 
l~ernberahip 
fublicat1ons 
Reception 
Trustees 

Dr. E. P. Tompk!na 

Mr. Dul S. Ma.ttingl,y 
Mr. Mat.bew ·h:xton 
f;:r. '!'. a.Shackford 

t.Ir .. Stuart i!oore 

The elected .01.'flcors except 
Vlce.;.fresldents, and the 
following 

Co1.11i1l lam Couper 
Col.Cole .· Davia 
J.:u j. Cnrrlnc;ton TutwUe:r 
?.:rs. ,.Tohn D. Clothier 
f,:r. c. liarold Lnuck 
nu Jennie lfopl\1ns 
}.:r. Bnr l 5. f,:a tt tnely 
l!r • T. B. She. ckford 
l.~ra.. J. B. Wood 
Col. Paul Welles 

SUM1.ARY 

The C:arly Vir&inia Railroad U:ovenient 

by Charles W. 'l'urner 1 Ph.D. 

Qctohor 2? 1 1947 

The railroad movement bo13an in Virginia .looalUJ.es which 
felt the need for a better means of transvortation. having 
taken note of J;a.11 projects in Englund and .tho flo.rth and beirig 
vrllliq:; to test thwn \·1tthln thoir own b'ordtrrs~ Att·~H". tha 
holding of local interest meetln[!s 1 the takirie of pre lh:i11naroy 
:surveys, and the. pet+tlq11lr.g of tho Genernl J.ssembly for char­
ters of irworporat1on, the first rai1'1a~s . . rj;)ceived the;ir char .. 
ters in the eut':arn lialf o.f. the steta, thlfj primary alw being 
to connee t vii th some trndo center which "'fforded water .· trana­
portu t1 on. The lnttur ~ua nt111 conG1c.1,p:rod .th& .sHru.t type of 
trnnsf)ortn t.ion, After tftr-.t)t-f Hths of the capital z:ias been 
raised iocally, .the. sta.te ac;reed to supply the remaln1ng two­
flfths; these trlic tiona VJere reversed after lP45.. . Chtirhr3 
ero.nted by th~ Oepernl As$~mbly followed a de!'tnHe pe.ttern, 
and throut;h tho Dorird of fµb11e Works pqwer to ORf~ctn.~ a portion 
of the bonrd of dlrecto:r.'3 of ·each ranroad company, th~ state 
kept clcse watch over tlie policies ;of the railroads. When suf­
f1c1 ent stock hud been sold, a stockholder• a meeting was called 
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and officers were elected ut thu t ir.ed ting. Actual constnlc­
tion . bS,ga,n efter . the route had been decided upon, a c1.v11 en­
gineer having baen hlred to Handle the project• Tho buHd1ng 
of the 1nU1al stretchea was accontpliahecl so qul ckly tt.s. t 1n­
fer1or materials wne to.£> of tan employed.; The proble.m of grad­
ing . provotl much drr;pler hl the . eustern Tidewater u-.on in tl1e 
western .half of the state. Local materials were used for the 
sup~rsb:~µcturea" Th~ f~I'st wooden, lroncovered ralla and 5000-

. pound - e~c;ines were importedfrom Enelnnd, but both were :re­
placed •1th heavier rtdls and moUve pov:or by the forties. 
The rollin~ stock v1us made either in the l!orth or in the shopa 
of the vnrlous companies~ 

In the decada of the flft1aa there were plenty of plans 
fo.r new Uries -, in apl te Qi' whieb fact V1rg1n1a 3pent most ot 
her energy on eistablhhipg and extending into middle and 
western V1rt:.1n1a the lines chart.ered earlier. This Growth :'lhow­
ed a sharp, µpward trend at fir-at, falling off as 1860 approach­
ed. Thougt~ Vi:rg~ni& waa . behfnd in the first decade, Georgia 
and Virginia became the lead~:rs during the 1850 .... 1860 period un­
der study. ()f the '{1rg1nia m11ea;ge, most of the lines, slowly 
being llnk~_d togethe~, mado up V'ital Unka in tba coastal or 
wes,tern transportation chaiJ1s·. Though competition; depression, 
detective equtpment, . ~nd sectional ri.vulrtes had their effect, 
Vlrg;tnfa was .seeur!ng a new transporttit!on system which was 
vtsual1Z:ed as a pnrt or a ~lflr1d souiihorn rnllroad system l:>y 
tpe southern raUroud conv<:l'ltlons. Dy 1860 r.1any of the rail­
roads , were finished, ,nt on9 we~tcrn, sev(jral northern Pied­
mont, and a few coMtal l1.nG$ .were incomplete • . Tt;e wEJ,r came 
too quickly and · such lines had to wait until after Apporiattox. 
Tod~y, only the B. and o. and the R. P. and P. companies re-
tain their originalnauu~s, while the Pe~ersuurg and the Rlch­
mo~dand . Pet:.er.sburg comp~niea wereabt1orbed in the Atlantic 
Cout Lilfe• The Portsmouth and Roanoke is a part of the Sea­
board Airline syster • . For a numb~r of' yeal:·s the B. and o. has 
owned the old Winchester and Potomac Corr:pc.ny • . TheV1re;1n1a 
Central ls the o:i•lglnal . ~ectlon of tta Chesapoalce and Ohio Fln1l­
road. Company. The Uorfolk and t.-estern line has takon over a 
riumber . of< the old line a, namely the City Po1n:t 1 Southeide, Nor­
folk and Petersburg .. and Vi:rgin!a and Tennessee railways. Like­
wise the Riahmond, arid Danville~ Alexandria and Orange; York 
Rhe:r anq tt~passa:s Gnp lines are port ions 'of t 'he Southern Run­
road Company.. Flriully, the Old Do(r.1n1op Coiripuny took over the 
Alexcrndrin, Loudoun and Ho.mpshire Hni:trond. 

Th& capital of all the rnUrouda of tne first period ap­
peared to be sufffclent with the exception or tt.o.t needed to 
build the 1n1t1al stretch. All the companies except the ~Ches­
terfield expected the state to support them finanefolly. Only 
two of the early roads remained debt-free; the otbars borror1ed 
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from tho st.ute nnd clty e;ovcrn.r:ionta ar1J fr·om individucda ln 
V1:r~ln1a, othor states, und abroad. The funds a6 ~ecured 
went . for ~urveys; r1ght,-qf.,.Yill}'S, prep~r~. tion of rqadb~Gl,a~~Hf?er­
::itruc~uro:t, rll!ls, roll1ng >s.tock, bu.tld1ng , nnd .. labor.,, eq~titis 
from ~5000 to ..>3:5.,000 a mp~ ln the oost, .whHe thoso ru.µn~~ 
throueh the Y(ostern section .fou.nd the coat ~ . .mount . t .o tl-3 high as 
~eo,ooo· a mil a• The · average co~t per t:n11e over the entire 
state vta3 . $33,000, Returns S~O'j'j continual incl'easa I w1tp de­
clines conr1ng . only 9.ur1ng th~ depres.sJoµ years, tpollSh sev~rnl 
lines were ha.rd put to pay a.ny d1y:1f}.ends durlne the flr$t : period 
( 1837-1845}. I11 contr(l~tt sev~rd compun1os of the se~Ortcl period 
were chartered wl th ca pi talizatlon lnnHfflcient to build . the 
first :stretch. This capital stock continued to be purcho.~Hid 
locally, by forelgnors, by J;ortherJ)~r~, nnd three-fffths by the 
states. !n fapt, the l.ast was so a.nxloµs to have e~rtain 
stretches built ~hat l t c.l'lartered new . qpmpapies arrd s'Jpplled 
them wlth the capital naea:!s~ry. to l)ulld· the .· w}1ol~ llne • . . ·. 'rhe 
rapidity wl t.h wh1 ch .. lns ta.llmQn~s .• on ·a tock J?01(i ·v~r1ed .aceqrd­
ing: .. to . bus~ne:ss conditions. .Pµr .J.pt; .tt:e .sAJJie . p~l'ioP.aU ·the 
railroads ... s;pp~at:ed to acc~Jila te .debts .wt .thin. twp ~e.ars a,f~er 
opening. , Of the. tv:o qompiu1~es ~!~lcli fa.Had to keep up thf>lr 
1ntorest nn.d principal pe.trJien~a .• ona.t . tl'le Ports~ou.th nnd Roa.;. 
noke, · wa~ :;tolQ. nt -a.u.c.tion ~nd rep;t>Gfl.nhed~ ~h~a s~a~e· otf Nlr­
ginla wu .a.lway3 tho .~n1lr.oadat ma1t} · Crcd1t()r~ land11*? .in 1n­
craaa1ng amounts as the <\v,nr: peri.Pd approa.ch~d'! . T~e aotua,.f , 
c?nstruetton cost~ \'tetw, ~mall,,. ~91llPl,l.l'ed wi'th costs of . oth~r; 
stata. lines. At l~as~ three~fpurth~ of . the ,Hnos li't the . flfties 
were paylng . t?e~ular t,Uvld!'nd~ •, tQ' '. their . atoc)tholder.s .ot sht per 
cent •.. anm,utlly . pr , b~t;t~r • . Tp~a the Vll'c1n1t:t rnproad l~nes were 
flnll.:Lly advancing . on soirnd ffnapclal · principle$ with tf.e stllte 
playing. a it.£1.Jor role. 

'l'he chartol:-5 i?f'?::Vlded th~t a ::rnitable route be . surveyed by 
a . civil enc;!~19er; .·. nn.d _the . I'ai,lroad a~1natrat~ on, huvlng been 
ele~~et,1 by Jl1e ~toc.kholctor~h would open bids· on contracts for 
con:struet!on. A r~13}1t-of•!'fl.Y ' of . BO fe13t wns cleared, for ·which 
fair ~ompepsa,q .onwas allowed the landht)lders. · Local materials 
were pu:r:chnsod . ~9r the stJ.JH):rstructurcs a:ir well. F111s 1 so.rt 
:JpOtS I ~:rfl.d6S I ill')d. t.h.!) br1$1ging Of ~trefimS wer~' the µsual ·Pl'O­
blemS. o.f, th(} constr:i;ct;1 o'n fore~. At least three c.oinpanlo~ had 
tunnolipG t.o do, s.nt,j,• ttia y1 rclnla Central allowed the sta:te to 
charter an 111.d~pendont ooi:nrp,nY,for the purpos.e • . Omr of , the 
tunnels constructE)d hy Clnud1u.s Crozat tor theatate waal300 
feet lon,g, tho l9n?est 1n the lJntted St~te~ at that time. 
v:ooden bridees vJe1·e fmprbved wlth better supcrstr4ctuzjEH1, .:Bovie 
Tr\lsses,, etc. 'l'l1e irnperstructure::i of botn bridges and tracks 
\'/Ore o.f white OQk er locust timber. 'l'P.e t1mbor5 for the tracks 
were . r11ipedqed f1 ve f aet a.part tr 'the 4 • aA•i e;auge was used, or 
closer 1f a wfdar Nie V(£l$ employed. Flnt x-ails were soon ro­
placed b_y t;he ."O'', "'1."', or 0 H" rails before th~ C1vU ·ilar. 
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Othor lesser equipment hnd to be p1ucednlone tbtj tra.ck, such 
as cattle f;Ulll'dSj turnouts, CI'OS!:!1nflS 1 vm.tel' tar1kS 1 etc., be­
toi·e the 11 nos c.ould rand or ef fee t1vo ·3erv1co. 

The fir!.it power for haul;lpg was furnl:Jhed by mules, but 
tlwse rapidly guve \'my t9 ene;lnes of . con!!tantly Improved tj'PO 
and- durab111 ty. In tho boglnnine, tbese ei1t;ines pulled less 
than a dozen earn,, but by tJw end of the period, each pulled as 
mnny as thirty caro at e. speed of twenty miles f}.n · ho~• burning 
wood a.nd costiht; 61 to 88 cent~ a mUe to · operate. 'l'haae ca.rs 
want through a series of . improvements . .fr<>m a stE:.e;e conch like 

. bod~ to an e leht-whee.L, hlghly colored coach equipped wl th 
springs, ntoves, wlndow.s, . !)mo~i:lrs, a,nd nltht 3eAts. lJurnber:! of 
other types of cara wo1·e ,,aod for . t'reli:;ht,. conl, mail, and 
stock. · Equipment for ri vor trnnaporj;ation was essential for 
the ea.stern liries. 'i'o neco11v1odate trudo along the way, depots,, 
shops, englno houses, woodsheds, section foroman•s quarters, 
and even tnverns .-1era built. l1any smrill lter:1s had to be taken 
account of, wlillo a new f1xtm•e rnado lt3 way into the equip­
ment 11.sts more nnd rr.ore--the rorsa 'l'elegrnph. 

'fhe porsormel wao mada up for 'tl:e most part of poll t1clans, 
atockho1cter::i~ or people outside the stbte, who o.ften had their 
jobs your ~fter yoar. A faw inatunces or lnterlockln& dlrecto­
rflte~ o~cureJ, which hud some effect cm cooperation among the 
older lines of the eastern section of the stnta. The salaries 
of the above .. and the wat;es ot labor, improved with lnorease 
ln returns. Only two casas were found where the officers 
proved d!.shone::it. Aa to tha Board of PUbl1c \~orks, it coopar­
'4tad \Yi th the lines and cheeked their every action through 
their representa.ttvoa on the various boards of dlreotora. Som& 
of the men rose in office, and others proved so able that they 
h(}ld the sane pos1 tion 1n several eompaniea., All in all• the 
railroad officials (1845-1860) ware an efficient grouo of men; 
to be sure, their jobs did not prove highly tec,hnlcal, as thay 
later became. 

Sectional r1vu1rle3 1mpedeJ rnllrosd proeras:s in tbe 
General Assembly--frlctlon between und f'r:t.and and foe ot: the 
oana.1 projects, between one section and unothar 1 between in and 
out-of-state projects~ and between one city nnd Another. Tho 
ch~rter-lng of so r:lany rlvul roads in tho TideVJater made for 
bitter competition betwoen the Jifferent llnea, for these roads 
wera ln a comparativoly poor ae;riculture! district of the stato 
and often war·a too poorly constructed to G1 ve lon3 aerv1 ca. 
The jealousy felt towards Daltimora and the Ih and 0, by Vir­
ginia was real and caused delays 1n railroad expansion 1n . 
northern V1rg1n1a. The controversy over aauc;e and through t1c­
k9ts was further sii::~n of sectional differences. It waa but 
normul to expect deluys, post office qua1•rels and servl!le 



complain.ts, ~nd a e;rao. tel• number of a c cidonts, during the 
period of beginn ing. The labor d tun t1on was aer1ous and never 
the bast with alnvo labor. 

In spfte ot' all theao blunder~ a good aarvicQ record wa.s 
ct:ia:J.kad UJ?• . Fnras and rates on freight wore rather high on 
the . qrlginAl llne·s, but }Jy the fifties they were lowar and more 
uniform • . Sche_dules were fairly well ma.do, and better ca.re was 
a~fordad · both pass~ngars . and p.roduca . year after year. Speolal 
far .as were offe.rod for "Mg dnys 111, and to anQoura.c;e tb() use . of 
fertq.tzer .. ~o~ar rates were char15ed on 1 t. · . Results of. t.he . cpm­
lnf!< ()f. 'tlia ra;llrpnd shp~H~d in increased totnl CHtpltal weal.th or 
the .state, 1nerea:Jad population{ lnnd values rro111 five to fifty 
par oel'.lt hi&her,tand tha p:romot on of the- u.se of natural re­
som:ice3. Finally, thtl railroad offered th~ .s.Q;ft:i.at!·. ch~apeat 
and µiost dependable mode ot transportntion ;1.n V1ra nia.. 
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'{'ha Society met in the Student Uni on lounco on Jnnunry 
26, 1948 1 9'lth Ur~. H. Russell Robey prea 1ding. Reports ot va r ­
ious committees were read. Discu:rnion of the feaalb111ty of 
publlsliing Volume III of 1

• Proceedings11 resulteu 1n determina-
. ti on to get thh done. 

A ro.ap of Rockbrldce County, wl th polnta ol' .hl3tor1cal in­
terest .m1u•}ted 1n red, waa presented by the Librarian, together 
with typewritten oxplanat1ona. 

The puper wn~ e;1 ven by Dr. E• P. 'l'oinpklns i entitled 
11 Remin1ecenca of Wilson Sprtnes" - a ono-tlme very popular re­
.s<>rf for ftockbNdCe people ln mldsu.r:u:ier • 

An invitation wua extended by the President, Mr~. Robey, 
t .o have the Apr1 l meetine at Southern Seminary in Buena Via ta. 
Thi$ waa ' unanimously accepted. . 

The usiual refreshments e.nd Uncaring for exchanise of talh 
Collowad tha set proe;ram, and then adjournment. 

WILSOU IS S PRIHGS 

by E. P. Tompkins, ll.D. 

Janllllry 26, l 948 

Thia one-time popular resort 1s ut the entrance to Gostion 
Pass. In "days lang syn6 11 when one t1ould mention this place 
to some fElrmer friend, a tVllnkle of sathfactlon u:rnal.ly 
Y16ulg light up hh countenance, a.s he remarked wlth gusto: 

\•lfell, the. .~• s a placo where I've had r.1tm7 n cood tlllle &1
' l!ow, 

more•a ~}le pity, this p~ace as the scene of customar7 resort 
ln summer•titna has largely e;one into the limbo of foreotten 
things, . A half;..century 9.go, before the advent of nuto:nobile!j , 
it was a locality of plee.surablG act! vity, where were cathered 
t'amilie:J o.f f.lockbrldge county tor miles around.. After the 
lntro.duct1on of the automobile people becnme rnora restless -
they dld not want to shy several weeks in one place, but to 
keep moving. 

Sor muny years farminG folk of the county were accustomad 
to plan to tal.:e about three weeks of rest .... or at any rate a 
change 1n thei?' way of 11 v1ng whl oh J s 1.t~relf restful ... after 
ha.rvut was oveJ,•, and the corn "laid by", 1nean!n5 that. cul ti-

. vation of the erow1ng corn crop was completed, and 50 to Wil­
son• 3 Springs. By common consent tr!lS v;a.s the last two weeks 
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or July, and the first week of Aug~3t. 8odd1ng and cooking 
equipment would be loaded. 1n wagons, nnd r1hole faI!lUtt'ts wand. 
thalr V19."J to th1s ::.iylvon !lpot. Substantial roueh oa~ins, })uHt 
1 n rows, enclosed t-.10 sides of 11 Tha Graen" 1 and 1n these S\lJnm,Ol" 
dwel11ngs the population of tha Springs would take up temporary 
residence. 

Ostensibly tha attrnct1on wuthe hadth-g1V~ngwaters 
fi•om a sulphur spring. This spring Is unique .:.. a sort of freak 
of ?fo:ture - as . it r .tSe:$ on a H~y hl11nd ln tha middle ,. of the 
river. The lslttnd ts to be reglched - or was at~a1na.~le ~n 
those days - by meana ,Of a long foot-log thrown across f~OJ:li 
riverbank to l!:land. No sta.t!stt es hava been kept of the · num­
ber of girls who v1ould havo fa.Hen off thqt log H they had not 
been eaught in th&· arrns of . th~t young ~eJ'1 e'.scort;!n$ .th,em. Nei­
ther is it uid that any girl r.L&s ever been deterrE1d from at­
tempting the feat of wal_king this slippery lo&, by donger ot 
falling - besides· the wat~:r wa.s only a faw feet deop. 

So important to his fellow-citizens was this <sulphur water 
considered by one of the early owners, that in a sale of the 
land py a. clause 1n the deed recorded tn our Court Rouse (deed 
book nx 11 , page 292), he d()nat&d to the public the right or per­
petual access to the api-1.ng. In this wri tlng ha says: 11 * {t­

said tract includes a small sulphur 8p1"1ng that runs on an 
island in North R1 var, reserving the prlvUege to all persona 
who may w1 sh to vhi t and use > tbe spring to do so without hln­
derance or expense; and also free passage to the same throUEh 
the sald land,." 

Thia record ia an extract f'rom a deed mad& by the execut­
ors . o.t Da·nlel ;Strickler to W1Uie.m :A• \Yilaoµ~ f 'or th& . land , SW>• 
rounc.tlJ'lg , the :spring, and it 1a dl:\ted . November . Jo, 10~5. The 
land has ram~1ned in the Wilson ffil711ly everslnee, never having 
been :sold, but pas:rtne .frolll t'1ther , to ~Pn, . or from imcle to 
nephew until now• 1'hh gives it t;ha mune 1t ,now bears; 1n re ... 
cords. more than a hundred years old 1t is ded$nated 8 Str1ok­
ler•s Springs!'• Inoi;dental.11:. wha.t we no\Y call Roekb,r1dge 
Bath.a; nearby, wa.a a.9out that._ time called 1'I.ateher•a Spi-1ngo 11 , 

or "Jordan's 'Sprlnga0
•• An . en,velope t>earing postmark "Jordfin 

Springs" is . treasured by o.ne o! our contemporaries, aooldng 
there wu once a pest office at that point. 

As ~bov~ state(}, the wholesome et:f~ct ot th~wate~s ... a 
sulphur anc;l a ehalybeate ap:r1qg ;.. tr:a:.s ~eoret1c£t111 ~he at­
traction • . But tothe moreyoutht'!-11 mempera or ~he . aeveral 
hundred . sometimes sojourJ;ilJlS h~re# thls •· 1'~8 .. a ne~Hg1l)l,e reason 
for their stay. The _lu:ro 1n theb cas·e waa "aoy flle<!ts . G1rl •, 
or vice-versa • . Always ln such, aca&te therenre we.i~of enjo7-
lng one•s selt. A dancing platform :stood in the mfddleot 
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The Green> urn.l a fiddler and a banjo-picker could be found 
nearby; so nearly every evening strains of mu:sic enticed most 
of the)tl to 11 trip the llght, fantastic". A ten-pin alley at­
tracted many during the- morning hours; c:roquot matchea afforded 
chance to show skill. Al1urin8 woodland walks le<t in many dir­
ections whose flower ... laden borders gave excuse, 1.f such be 
needed, for straying on and on• Sw1m:n1ng had not yet come 1nto . 
vogue to any great extent; the boys would now ·and then go down 
to Blue Hole, or other su1 tabla spot, but not with any gh·la 
in the compon Y• 

The Cfililns 1 built by the owners for the .ir.ost part, were 
cruds, with now und than one mor.e pretentious. They :u1<imed 
Umttlesz ir. capacity, for two sizeable rooms would accom­
modate n~rnr a ~coro, with ull masculines in one# and all 
famlnlnes in another; every avatlatlo foot of floor space oc­
cµplec by led, cot, or pallet. Thout;h cilty-bred 11 ~oftles 11 

mig~t scorn tba crud1t1trn and potentinl dinconiforts, it is not 
recorded 'thut any protest wa:J utta1•ed, or mueh 41seo1:1fort felt, 
for after a long summer day 1n the open £lir tired bodhs en­
joyed sweet slumter even on a straw-filled 0 tick", with a 
quflt or two for covcr1ne. 

Not .all the patt·ons vrere rural people, for some tovms•folk 
came to el".ljoy a vacation; arid soniet1mea isven city people. In 
particular; .. three ·ladles from a d1Stant city came year af tor 
year to sf1¢iid n m:oi1th or more in a· ~Htla cabin they had bunt 
for · their . use, and none were. more ·enthiuafast1 c than they 1n 
app~oval cf W1lnon•s Spring~. 

To furmin.c . folks, worn down by long hour:i of hnrd work in 
the fields, and evanlont;or hours tor the fem1n1nemembers in 
their cooking end other, household duties, the chaflee was · a 
real trent. And for the young people, who In that day of horse­
drnwri vehicles arnl slow tran::iportatlon had no tree t opportunity 
of e;ettln0 together ·1n munbers f9r fun arid relaxation, 1 t was 
a :Jee.son eat;erly looked forward to from year to year, for then 
it was that -

11Eyea looked love to eyea wh1ch spoke . a.~ain# 
And all v:ent merry a.s a marriu{ie bell. 

llor has 1 t been ostlmutetl in hoy; muny ir.stuncaa marriage bells 
later rung out ClS a consequencl:) of these outings on The Green 
at ~llson•s Springs. 

Son1etlrnes the young men orc;an1zed n bear-hunt. At that 
time no law f oi·uo.de :1hoo tine; bears at £my time of year; so riow 
and then a larce one or .small one would be carried 1n slung on 
a pole. to be exh1b1 tad on The Gr'aen, and exclaimed over by the 



ciI'ls. Pl'obably neither the meat nor the fur wa,s of any , 
vnlue · st that time of year, but the prowess of the hunter in 
tha eyes of his lna.morata was enhapaed, and that of cour&~ is 
tha main point anyway. Fishing nbo had it.a devo-tees,. and fine 
lilack bass or sH'Ver f,·erch wel:'e sorr.:etlmes brought in to be s.d­
rr.lrsd by the assen1bled company. 

And the o.ppotl to one would acquire after a. ((lvt days there i 
Early tllorninc creezc3 vwHld vmft ln entldnc odors of fried h6m, 
or breakfast. bacon, r:t1nglf)d with that or fracrnnt coffee, from 
e. dozen kitchens,. J!omemnde pickles, preservEtSi . HU.lea, find 
such had been brought in ubundance; watermellons Jn any numb~'!' 
mlght be bought from the patch ut minkn.un price, likewise canta­
loupes and other fruits; frash vecetnbles vrnra evailable ~ t but 
little d!Stnnces; and so to the restoraUv~ effec~ of frash, air t 
and the toni'o effects of the water, was added wholesome sus­
tenance of excellent food.. So why should . not one bs b~nefltted 
by a stay at the Sprin~s? --.- .. --

But now 1 t is a 11 a dream the. t is faded. nowadays we can­
not "bide a wee11 

- we muat be on tho mo'7e. The Wheel - or four 
wheals,. or rather .some millions of wheels - spelt the qoom of 
The Springs. From tiny tot on roller skates or . "sgooter".• to 
older ch11dre.n on bicycle a,, on up . to the . er~ndmother . o~ the 
back seat of the Hn:ousinet we all v•ant tQ l}ave -whof'lh under 
us .... have w:e "whee lit 1n our head.a" 1 We cannot SJ!end time alt­
t1ng around at The Springe, we must be moving - ktep1ng the 
wheels turn1n£ t 

l venture to propo1rn a.3 the Ina1.ena of the A(Je, •rhe Wheel -
together w1 th. this motto: 

1'Turn, turn, . nry wtieel . - turn •round . nnd 1 round 
Without a. ptu1sa, without a .sound -

So aplns tho flying world •way''. 



In the meeting of tha Executive Committee 011 April 12, 
1948, the matter of the very generous offer of D:r. Leslie L .. 
Campbell to repnir,, re-arrane;e, and flt ''The Castle 11 for the 
better use of the Society, was dlsounsec!; and a motion was 
made, seconded, and carried, that the Society accept with 
grateful tlinnks this proposal. A special committeo, Pr. Cole 
Davis and r.tr. T. B. Shackford, waa appointed to confer with 
Dr. Campbell a.a to detn.H.s, as he reque!lted. 

On April 26 1 1948, the Society met in the auditorium of 
Southern Sdn;ilnary and Junior CoUee;e in Duena Vista, Mrs. 
Robey, Pre~idcnt, wielding the r;n,vel. 

The Membership Cor.unlttae reported 200 membe1•s. '.Phe 
Tr·aa.surer reported a balance as of thla date of ~2111.19. Tha 
Librarian reported various accessions during the past quarter. 

'I'he proci~~m on this . o.ccas ion w,as lfl.l't;ely mus lcal; the 
young. lady atu!lents ren<;lared. pleasing vocal e.nd instrumental 
sel~ctlons in w.hi ch Mrs. 1.~eadows and Urs. Albert Tucke1• also 
took part, nnd 1t YIQ.O then anno\inced that t"Olk•dances would 
follow. Tho:raupon the company repaired to the ballroom• whero -
wl th Mr. Robert Stoner eall1ns the . fteuroa . ... 1quaro de.nc111e, 
Old V.lreinla Recla,, quadrilles, etc., eon ti nued ti 11 a late 
hour. 

The ~upimo1• meettne of 1948 was at tfo\·1 lionmouth Chrn:ch, a 
few miles west of Le.d.ngton, on the afternoon of July 26th. 
Mrs. Fi. Russell Robey presided. 

A nrnnber of r.1attera of business we1·e disctw:rnd and reports 
of various committooa reco1ved. As tha t;uo!lt spanker, Rev. Ur. 
Car-1,yle A. Jf:cDonnld, pastor of thi:J chnrch, hud a . later engage­
ment, his u.ddreso vio.s heard f1.rst, nnd the buslness meeting 
follow8d. 

He cave an extended Ustol'1cal sketch of this eonsreention, 
one ,of the oldest in the cotmty., as well as one of the rr0st 
1nfluent1.al. A condensation of l:ia address appoe.rs in this 
volume.,· 

Upon thEt clone of . the forinal progrrun the society ~vent by 
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uutomobllea u few i:iiles up Kerr's Creek, to a large schoolhou:Je 1 
where a picnic-style supper was sarved. 

UOH1:01J'1'H CHURCH 

A Gonden::rntlon of the .Ad1.irc:::is of Hev. C. A. f.lcDonald 

July 26, 1043 

Old reqords atate that the first white 1nhab1 ta.rits cw:,ne 
into what ts now Rockbridt;e County in 17~7. These aetflera 
were rna.1nly Scotch-Irish Fresbyt6t1ans. Th~y broilght their 
religious fulth v:ith thep, and ,1.mmed1ately bet;a,n . to meet to­
gether for public worship of Almighty God. It ls possible th.at 
they met for a tlm~ 1npr1vate hol!).es; or µnder the great oak 
where the church now knovm as Ol~ J.!onmouth was afterward but l t. 
Ther.e 1s no ~~ecord of tho t1me when the first house for public 
wor,shlp was put up • .. Po_ote•s "skatchesn sta.tes ' ·that this church 
was organizcdln 17-Hi by Rev. John Bla.1r, during one of his 
visits t() y1:rctri1a, e.nd the COP(;l'egaUon was known a;t -that 
Ume as "P9rks of the J~mes*1 • 

The church was without a. :rets~hr pastor untif the time of 
Rev. Wm. G:ro.ham in 1?76, and the records of the Synods of New 
Ycrk and Philndalphia s}1ow. that 11 SuppUes" were sent, amongst 
whom are tbe names of Rav. Jes. Anderson, Rev. Wm. Robinson, 
Rev. Mr. Byram, nnd others. The coneraea t1on included all tet·­
ritory southward from Horth htver, betv1een the Blue Ridge 
l.1ounta1n and ?lorth Mountain, . to an indefinite extent. 

tn 1748 a call W£lS sent . jointly with T!n1ber Ridge con"" 
grega t1on to the Synod of llew ".fork, to be prt3sented ~o Rev. 
i1r. Dean; but ha ditl not accept, a.nd the following yes.r h 
tLi~ record: 11 The Rov. Hr. Dean has beon removed by death 
since our l a3t inee ting 11 • , · . ·. , 

The Presbytery or Ha.novel". in Vir5tn1a, W£l!S forme4 in 
1?55, and this church then belonged to that }>re3bytery. The 
Rev. Hugh UcAdan preoched here by previous appointment in Jul7 
1'755, he being than on hl~ wf).y to llqr~b,, Carolina, according to 
hi:s journal, still e)ttant, ~a shown. 1n FoQtet~ Sk.etchu ot 
North Cr&rollna.,. In 1759 lianl?vei' Pr<tsbyt~ry appoirii;;ed ~ev. Craig 
to supply Fot'ks of Jcunes one Snbbath 1 and 'Rev• Johri Brown · thr&& 
Saubaths in the month. A petition wu recaivad by Ho.nove:r · 
Presbytery ln 1760, for supply mints ter. A eall for pastoral 
service by Rev. Charles Cumn1lngs was presented to the same 'bod7 
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in 1'166, though was not accepted; but in 176? the Pra~bytery 
appoi.nted Rev~ Mr. Leake to SU!)lply. Again 1nl7?0 the Presby­
tery afpointad Rev~ Charles Cummings to nuke a tour of six 
weak.3 through the bac.k vocancie::i,beg!nr..ing -nt Hall's Ueetlng­
house11. ' (Old Mornr-.outh at ·one period was known by this nn.rne.) 

Rev~ l·:J'- . Ix~w1n and Rev. James Campbell were !3ept to vl slt 
this church in 1771 .. . Ai:d the Synod in 1772 directed tha Pres­
bytery of New Castle to .send a candidate to .aupply the church. 

Tlw ,first pastor of the church1 Rev • . William Grnl'uim, born 
ln 1746, in Pennsylvania, graduated at Princeton Col.le>go in 
17?'S, and about a. ·year later was 1nv1ted to conduct a class1co.l 
school 1n Auguata County, which invitation he accepted. Thh 
eohool, after ~evoral removals, wu tins.Hy located at -Lexing.;,. 
ton, cu U~ert)' f!~ll Academr, then rJash!ngton Academy, later 
We.ah1pgton C?Uog~, and tinal~J <Washington and tee Unlvord ty. 
Mr. graham was 11eens$d to preach by Hanover Pre~bytery, and 
accepted Ji.· call to . thq unlted congregations of Timber lUdge and 
Hall ts Me~ting.;..bouse in 1 ?76. Ha continued this relaticmah,1 p 
until 1785, when .... at his own request - the pastoral relation 
was d1ssolV.ed by the Presbytery. · 

A subflcr1pt1on . paper dated llo;veinber, 1787 shows efforts 
of the people of Hnll •s Meeting-house to l1ave 1.~. Graham de­
vote one-half of his ministerial services to them. In 1789 the 
congrogatlpn renewed t)'lalr call, which he than accepted. For 
aako ot conV'enience ·the eo~regat1on WtUJ dlvideli, cme part wor­
nhlpplng at Hnll•s Meeting-house, and tha other hulf at Le;K,ing­
ton. Hall's Meatlng-hohse had 1n the maa.ntlma built a stone 
church, the partta,l ruins of which yet renain. This pnatornl 
rt)la~1on co1;1tinucd. tUl Ur. Grnharn reslcnod h1s rectorshlp cf 
Liberty H~ll Acadet111 Septernber 25, 1~96 • . Soon aHer l!r. G:ra­
}'ls.nl' .s •... reaign~tio!I ha , Nmtoved to the 'banks of. the Ohlp 1 . and 
whlle, on a jou~,n~y to Ricrunond.J 'Virginia, he contracted a fever, 
rr•om which he died 1n that city on Jltn6 e, 1799 • 

.Supp17 mini ster3 were 3ent, after ~il'• Graham• s resignation, 
unt11 '1?98, w}'le.n the serv11;ie or Rev. George A• ~xter, tor one­
l:lalf h1:i. time• He had studied in -0o~g1ate couraas and ln 
theology unger Hev. Mr •. Gra.hron, and had graduated at Liberty 
Hall Aria,demy not lont; baf'oro thls ~ and after his graduation had 
been .11ce:nsed to preach 1 a.t t1ew t1oiwouth 1n 1797. 

The following nainea ware s1gn6d to the e~reement, or aub­
acr1pt19m1 to. Ma ulury: John WU3on ... i'l1Uiwn Proaley.,. 
Wm. l1cCnmpt>oll •••.. Jomes .Wilson.;• ·Alf.lxandor Wl 107 ••• Suoanna 
tiioMath .. • Ro~ert Wneeon. • • Qeore:e Crava.n ••• lloh<1rt Wao1on, Jr ... 
William Wilson ••• John L~cElhany ••• John Kirkpatrick ••• Rott: 
McCamp'bell ..... James l.'.cKee ••• John UcKeo ••• John Hamtl ton •.•• 
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S!l1nl. J.!cC16lland ••• Joseph Goodbar ..... VJilJlom Skeen ... Nathan 
Ant;eL •• Tr.as. Thompson.•. Hugh Weir .... J~mos Logan •• ~ John 
r.'ebh ••• Jo.mas Gilnora .... ?homns .... Dlake).ey llruah .. _ •• ~obert 
flcCntnpbell. •• Edwnt•d Gaylor ••• Robt •• tawt;1on .... Wm. Ryly;..,. 
Isaiah Kincaid ••• John Moore ••• SamL tfiloon ••• James Cunning­
ham •• ,. Chas. Klrkpatr.1ck ••• J:a,mes Cass~dy .... Rotert 1Unca1d ••• 
Pa trt ck lie 11.; • • r.'m. To: ylor..- • Sophi.a Hicks •• • Andrew Hall ••• 
John Orbison.• .. , Robert Armstrong... Jan;e:J Mcfadanq ••• Ja,maa 
Larkins .... John Carter ••• Saml. Mitchell ••• John and Harry 
Gaylor ••• Dmmy <Raed ••• Bri taln Robln~on ••• Wm. Bradly.•. 
Daniel Lyle• •• Wm. > Adams••. Wm. Jlu~ton. Mr • . Baxter accepted 
the call May l; 1799. The other half of hls tim.e was devoted 
to Lex1ntjton congregation. 

In 1009 we find a Hat of pew-holders . differeBt Jrotl the 
· above rwm~si whloh apparently pertains to the Lexine to~ h~!f .. 
of thls congregation. It la: Sa.ml .• L. Qamppell, .r. Leyburn, 
~·:m. Caruthers, Jrunes Blllir, J~Jue3 Gold, Eow~rd GJ'aham,. ~!at thew 
Hunna, Robert Gold, Jacob Fuller, t:{ob. White, ijobert ltcDowell, 
John f/cCampbell1 James J. ~~yars, B. McGlung. 

At a congregational meeting in 1817 1 the trustae::i we1·a 
authorize? to fix the price of . seah . so e.s to r&i~e the pas­
tor's ~alary, with strict regula.t1on3, which tho trustees were 
instructed to car:ry out.. . 

Ps.stora1 rclnt1 ona with Rov • . l:.r. :6axter ~ontlnu~tl till 
October, 1821, when he resigned at llew Ms:mmouth to devote his 
whole t .1me to Lexfng.ton, that church having o'btafoad s~para.ta 
organlz_~tion !n 1019• 

Dr. Baxter, ln n letter rio.u.ros~'.ed. to Dr" Sanil. t. Oainpbell, 
save as .his renaons for this step: .. His 1.mpnlr~d he~l,t;h, .t)Je 
extensive bounds of the Morunot;tb Q(.)n5resat1.0Q .ov~r .whicl'.\ h6>must 
travel, and his more pressing engage~ents v11th Vlashlngton Ool­
lega. 

After thla time f9r a numbe . .r of years the .church wa::i ser­
ved by Stilted ·supply mlni~ters, ~ong the~ being ~~v. A~ B. 
Pavldsoni -flev.- Jamos Pained, and, ot,}lel' n1Jp1shrs.' lrj 1836 .Rev. 
Hanry Ruf fne.r . beenn to preach at. Mofml.Ou~h, but bi1 £\~Cotmt ot 
hh bo1ng Prosigcmt nnd Professo.r of J.~ornl Ph1lo:sop.hy of Wash­
ington Collage he could not become pastor, but only Stated · 
Supply. He continued as such until 1048. · · 

New Mop.mouth hnd; Jn tl;e uioanUma cqntr1buted to tho for­
um Lion of nn0Um1• ch\U'ch, tl10 poncrogution of Kerrts C:rook 
lluvlu~ boon or~onizM in ltH5. · ·. 

Hev. Thor.111s U. Paxton became Stated Supply . in 1849, and 
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cont1nued till 1851. He was followed by Rav. R. J. Taylor for 
a few 1nonths; and Rev. Phllo Galhoun, a profe!;sor at ·~; ashlng­
ton Colleg.e, tJUppUed for n few months 1n 1852. That year 
also Rev. Wm. P .. \'(harton preached; as ha was able to do, until 
December 1 1053. In 1854 Rav. Jama.s B.. Ramse"y, o. D. , accepted 
a call, and continued to serve the church till 1858, wl:on ha 
accepted a call to the First Church of Lynchburg. Rav. John 
K .. Harris began to preach here in 1858, and continued till 
Apr11 1 1861. At this time the membershlp amounted to 154 .. 

Rev .. Jolm Mille.r 1 D~ D. supplied the pulp! t; for a faw 
months; and the church was . vacant till Rev~ Samual Brown be­
came pastor 1n 1862. He served the church throu3h most of the 
period . of UH3 Ci vl l Wa~; and . the records of the se:n~ion dur tne 
thl~ exoi tad period show only two reference.a to the conflict 
then going on, and these only 1ncldantal. The church suffered 
greatly in the llH1s, peath, and removal, of r.1any of its mambllrs, 
and in ~l:le early •70 1 .s numbered only about one hundred members. 
Ur. Erown .was one of the> five sons of f\ev. Sanuel Bl'o\m and 
his. wife, Mary r.:oore., whose tlw1111ng history of captivity 
among tha lnd.1ans is Well known. He retired from the pas torn ta 
J.n 1873 i greatly regretted. 

. On April 11, 18.74, the con£,;regat1on extended a unanimous 
call to Rev. Dr. D. A. I'anick, whic~;. was accepted; and he was 
install ad· the next m.9nth;, a pas tor~ta which · was . to . last for 
!JlOre t~a.n th1rty-tllie!f:,:.j:aars. . ~.C! · frui t.rul was Ms mlntstry 
that it<J,a said r,arely did ~ . comrr.uri1on occusfon pas.a w1 thout 
some add1 tlons to the memborshlp of the church. llo tubly, in 
1089 when the Hev. ·or. Vim. Dlmliddie held a pl'otractod meeting 
at Jfew Morunouth some one hundrt;id and .e~ght names were a.dded to 
the roll upon profession of fa.1th. The :roll . ot the member­
ah1p varied from timt) to time ~· for instance in 1009 it had 
grown ·· to 230; }Jut from de,a~h~, removal~ 1 . nnd other ea uses .. by 
1897 it .. ·wcut only 190.. Later the number again went up to 220. 
Ha.vine : .served tl'lJs .. church for a third cf a century !!lO:Jt ac­
ceptably, in 1907 Dr .. ~enick offered his resignat!oil; and he 
;Yill8 then elected Pastor Emeritus. 

. . The ,churcti wu served for thct .. next several months by 
supply m1n1sters,andon D9ce~ber 15, 1907, R.ev. n. E. Steele 
was called, and bec;an his pastorate ln Junuury, 1900; and con­
tinued until Aue;ust, 1~09, at ~vhlch ti{ue he res 1t:;nad,. 

Uh succe.saor wus Rav. D .• ll,. Yarbro; beginnlnt; bl::i minis­
try of this .church. In Hovcmbcr o!' thnt yenrJ nnd cont! nuod 
untll 1010" 

Other pastors :.Jerv1ng tl.118 contjree;ation ure u:.i fol 1 dw!! i 
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Hev. Pr. o. ti!. Ander.son 
Rav. J. \I. Weathers 
Hev<. G. A. l'.cDonald 

THE BUILDHIGS • 

1919-1927 
1928-1946 
1947-

It ls most probable that the fLrst building, which ts 
tho~ht to have been of logs, was put up about. 1748; tor in 
thllt year we Hnd ~he cont;:reca.tion - in connection with Timber 
R1dg.e - in tbis sot.a~ trylng . to. Eit)Cura a pastor • .. ,According to 
old records H was Ur~ t called ''Porks of James 11 • {note .. It 
may be well to axpl~ln that nll .the s .action of ·.· tM countf ly­
ing between Jamf;s nnd Hp;rth lHva:ra, and the Short !1111 moun­
ts.in, v1ns called Po1'ks of Jumes. E. P.T.} 

'l'he name aaems •. to huvo.chuneed to Huil•s .Maatii)g'":.house 
between the year:l 1768 and 1770, qecuuse in the ~foutes or 
the Presbytery ttw Jnst . mentlon qf Forks of James was 1n 1'7681 
and the first usa of Hall• s Meeting~housa in 1'170. . 

· J\ccordlns {'.o Davlqspn 1 s H1 story of f'resuyterlan Cl1urch, 
''Hall'a f.fe~~lnt,>"'.ho4s1.t wna .n frame buHdlnc;; so were Pal Ung 
Spring and HJghbp~d~e 11 · • ·rhe (iaed \fer ~ha . ~_:r'o~d - wAs · · from Ben 
Borden .to · ,:rosfjph ••• Lapsl~:r a,nd ·oth.tu> T:ru3t .~es · ln · 1754.. The con­
gr.egµt1on oonpnued ~o . 'florship in th! a bun dins till 17091 
when t}J.e stone pulldipg was begun, and the neme ehangedto New 
Monmouth .. 

·. In . the formal J:i&.per plodglt)g their several subscriptions 
members of tha congregatlqliwereullowed to pay elth~r in 
•p:ropert;,U, or 1n .iJlqr)f3Y! ~ml .rr .• any sh~itld ehoose .·· toworlche 
was to pe elv~n . ~n·e(}H; oi). l1is . ca~}l aubscriptfon for whiltever 
effort he tb4s .ma.de .cm th~ churc,h buil~lng • . · 'lihen the we.Us 
were up,. and tt,1e roof put . on, the cone;r~g(itlon began to uaa 
the buHdlng, . and it wu not untU 1000 . that·. tt1e walls ware 
plastered; and the dirt floor was used Ull 1820, when wooden 
flooring wus put, ln the aJ .. sles. It h said that the earth had 
bean worn down. Stlvaral lnph$ a , l:)Y ·. that ·. time, ··and when the .· con­
grega. tion would be&ln to dispers1:1 a cloud of dust would be 
ru1sed. · · 

The Le ;inGto11 portion of the ~on~regntton having affected 
a so p~ra ta orcE!ni zntion in 1~1~~ 1 ~ via.a ~h?~ght a mora central 
location for the Uorunouth portlon was dec5frabla. At a congre­
gational meeting held at Highland Belle schoo1Mua$ on October 
22, 1851, a comrni ttee was appointed .to get :n:_bscriptions for 
building e: new church of lirlck. A lot for thta :was given by 
John C. Laird. On tho 14th day of FebX'uury, 1852, the buUdl:ng 
was let to contruct, and on Juna 4th, 185;), the dedleo.tion ser­
mon was preached by Hev~ Wm .. s. '.'Jhite, D. D. The coneregntion 
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contir.uod to worship in th.is bu1ldln5 ur.Ul 1882, wl1en the 
walls were adjudged to ctJe unsafe, and deemed best to t&ke 
down this bullding, nnd erect a new one on tr,e same :.i ite .. 
This new lmlld1ng was cor.1pleted in 1084, o.nd was dedicated 
August 16th of that year; the sermon was pr•eached by Rev. T. 
r .• Pre!lton, D. D. 
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Two nnnsea have :been built by this church. Tl:o first ~1as 
during tho pastorat-0 of Dr. Eamsey; nnd in course of Urie a 
more nultoLlo location for the mo.nae Wtul thought des1r::ith 1 so 
the first mnntte was sold, und n lut p-i,trchased near the church, 
u11011 whicL n hom:ie was built 1n 190'7, ut a total cost for lot 
and Luiluir:g of .:>3500,.00. · 

'l'ha cor.r.~odioua nnd tasteful brick building stands on a 
cOrr1;nundfog eralnance, vii th impras.slve view of lowex:- Kerr• s 
Creek Ve..11oy, nnd the mountains in the t·n.ckt;roun<l, and the 
comfortal.Jle rransa nesths just ut the foot of this hHl, on 
the main t .. lt;hwny, and w1 thin easy accoss of the church 1 tsulf. 
The cont;regation al!lo has an excellent sunday school buUding 
adjoinin~ the church. 

AB Rav. J~r. c. A. IicDona1d,, the present (1940) pastor 
says - wl th pardornitlo prido · 1n hh church - ttour 0lmrch to­
day, throe hmiclro<l nnil thirty !l troric, stand:J 0n u hill - being 
symbolic of 1ts position ln a splritunl way - G1Vin13 light to 
Kerr's Creek oomrnunlty. It sto.nds for the faith of the great 
reformers, au they stood for Jesu3 Cltrist. 0 



'J'he October 25, lt>4B meeting occurred at the Student•a 
union of \'lashlni;ton and tee Un1ve:rsity. At the outset the 
President, irs. Russell Rob&y, called attention to the fact 
that October of nox:t yent' v11ll be the Society• s tenth ann1-
ver5ary, and sugcested thh date be celebrated in aome appro-
priate way. · 

A. cor.irTl1 tt;'ee to be known as 0 1'he Overseers of The Castle" 
lnt::i ehcted to have eharee .of the new home of tha Society, lnto 
which we shall presently move.. This oornm1 ttee: f{r. Harrington 
Waddell, Dr. teslie t. Campbell, Dr. E • . p. 'l'oinpki}')s,. )f;rs. Char­
les McCulloch, Mr. T. B .. Shackford, ?.:r. l1. w. Paxton, i~. 
Stuart Moore and Ur. E. s. Uattingly. 

The tfom1na.t1.ng Committee brought .in the followt11g date 
of otrtcers for the year 1949; and .this date was elected 
unanimously: 

President 
lat V1oe~Pre31dont 
2nd Vlce-Pres!dent 
3rd V1ee•President 
4th Vfce .. Pl'ea!dent 
5th Vice-President 
6th Vice ... Presidant 
7~h Vice-President 

Corr. Secretary 
Ree. Secratr..ry 
Treasurer 
Librarian 

Mr~ .. RuasellRobe;y: 
Col. Paul Welles 
J.tra. J. B. flood 
Mr. R. Druce l1orr1son 
col. Albert s. J. Tucker 
Mrs• Georse K.. Loc;an 
l~s. F. P._ St<lrrett 
Dr. P .. Frank Price 

M.r. B. F. Hnrlow 
Dr. J. S. Moffatt 
Major C. c. Tutwiler 
Dr. E. P. Tompkins 

The pnp6r for ths evening was read by Prof. Hurrington 
Waddell, arid is entitled: t1John Robinson of Ha.rt•s Bottom". 

As usual tha members lingo.red for l lght x•efreshments, 
and an hour of social enjoyment. 

JOlm ROBHISOlt .Q.£: HART' 8 BOTTOM 

By Harrington Waddell 

(A Condenaation ot Paper read. before the Rockbridge Hhtor1cal 
SocletJ, October, 1948) 

John Robinson was born in County Armagh, Ireland in l .. /54. 
Ha came to Arnerloa na a lnd or 16 or 17. He was a weaver bf 
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tra:do. So hr a . .s known he had no k1n 1n America, and probably 
worked. his way to the Vlrg1n1a colony. He was a boy cf at­
tractive manners, and his fund or· Irish w1 t made him popular 
in the home:> where ho found work. General John Bowyer ottered 
him a permanent home on his Thorn Hill estate. 

Being dHlgE>nt at hh trade3 1 and th:r1fty1 he saved up 
enough to pureht\ae a r~ther de1ap1.dated horse, and u Gene.ral 
Bowyer allowed him free provender ha soon had his horse in 
fine condition, and worth much more than he. had paid for 1 t. 
He then trnde!l this one f:or a younser and large:r- horse in poor 
oondiU.o:n~ with a mu:nber of c}qllars to boot. This horse was 
bf next court day in proper oondlt1on for e. trade, which was 
made w1 th like auocesa. .He ,,lov:~d ,fJn.e horaes and 1:s said to 
have been a: £Ood judge of the.tr good .. po~nt:s • Th.ts busineu 
became so profitable ~hl\t ho gilve up 'h1s weav~n~ trade, and bo .... 
came a regular ho-rse.,.joekey .. hence his n1ek-n~mo, "Jockey' 
Robinson• 

At the beg~nninu o.t' the !ievolutionary War he wu 23 yea.re 
ot age# and ho aaw service •. aa "a soldier of Waahfngton" as 
stated on his tombstone.. After Uie. ~ar he r6turned, and re­
sumed the business ct trading horsf:la . ~Hh aucooas, and a .ocu.tnu­
la.ted some ooney. ,Hb nax.t move, was to find a ~ood investment 
foz> hlsmoney. Many. returning_ aoldi~rs had ~a thefr pay so• 
ealledgo-ve::rnment certl.t'1catea, and the con:imon opinion was that 
th.es.a. ce.· rUf· .. 1 .. ca.tas wo.ul.d ·.ne. ve.·r .• · .b. e .... pni. d .. · 1.·.n ..... f· u· 1·1·.i· .. 1.t' at all. They were a drug on th& market. and oomnonly so· d tor 10 per 
cent of their face va.lue-. Ila decided to put all h1s money in 
theae cert1flcate31 vtlt;h faith that they would be redeemed; and. 
bought thousands of dollars worth. 

\\'hen the government .Wflf) organized On~ Of the first ques­
tions debated in Conr;ress .was .the debt to . the sQld1era. Dur1.ng 
this. diBeusdon Robins~n w11s fiatm'J111Y ~rea.~11 . perturbed, a:s 
his whole . tort\lne was at stake. Yt'l~ef1 the qU.estlon finally 
aettled 1nh1s favorha breathed a. aish ~r rdtet, and tdt he 
was ' now a rich man, and could live the rest of hla llfe in ease 
and comfort. 

llo estlma te of hi's wed th at thia time has bee~ found, but 
although he had plenty of income to live at ease he aoom be­
came res,tless wi thou.t · ~egula;i occupation • . Most leading ci tizans 
were landowneraand ·planters, so .it we.a . only natural that he 
B~()uld turn hi.a mino to owning and running a .t'ar111. , Ho picked 
out about the moat fertile t?'B~_t in the county,, _oonsht1ng ot 
400 ac:ru, called ''Hart• s Bottom"· - the '.land now occupied . by 
the city of Dueno. Vista. ln spite of the high price aet by the 
owner, Gen. Bow7or, Rob1naon decided to aell enough 'aeourltha 
~o bu7. He bought oth~r land in the same region. ma.king hh 
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tu tul bold!tics o liout. 800 aero~; anq of course bougbt slaves to 
do the ¥:ork on t.1s fnrros,, and be owned e. t the time of his 
death fifty-seven. 

AltLo~h a shrewd trader and a successful speculator, he 
made poor success at .farming~ He added to his business at 
Hart• s B;otton, however, tho manufacture of whiskey, and gained 
a reputation for making the beat in this part of the country. 

11 Jockey 11 Robinson never married and he 11 vad a rather 
chearla-'s and lonely llfa, and •as ln poor health, tho latter 
part of his llfe • . Dr • . w. H:~ 1'uffner stat~a that hia greatest 
pla(lsure during hts declining 1*'HU~3 wu to ride to Lexington 
several times a VlcHik, ~nd spend the day tnlldn& wit.h his many 
friends. He had Um1ted education, and d1d not enjoy the 
plensun of reeding ln the lonely hours he spent. No doc'ument 
ln his handwriting has been ' tound and most of hta loge.l 
papers are signed by a lawyer a.s AAt;ent and Attorney in fact". 

He was a man of kindly dhpos1tlonand generous heart. 
He took a keen interest ln educ~Uonal 1trnt1tut1ons of Lexing­
ton, and . s.evera.l thies trnshted them in a .flnnncial way during 
hls 11fe. He wa3 honored by 'Q~1ng elected a Tr.ustee of the 
Ann Sm! th Academy, and he served as a member 'Of. the Board of 
Trustee::i of Wasb1neton College for a riumbtn• of years, but. at­
tended only a few maetlnga. Aa early as 1003 1 after the old 
Liberty Hall Academy wt).s burne(j, and . the people .of texlllt)ton 
ware :blQ.dlng for 1 h r~movnl to the towll* Roblmion aub3cribed 
generously. He offered a lot on the edge of town as a s1:te, 
or its equivalent lo money valne to several hundred dollaI'a. 

In 1818 the (leneral Assembly .of VlrGinla. passed an act 
authorizins :the establi sti.ment of a State>Unbiera! ty; and the 
first question yyas where .it should . be located • .. Staunton made 
abid; Vlilllam andMary o~nese thought -it should 'be ln 
W1111QJnsburs • . Th~ trustees of v;ashlngton College offal,"ed to 
turn over the ·college . propert1 to the State f together with aub­
scr1 ptions from Rockbridge a.nd adjacent region amountln13 to 
~70,000 - by far the best offer; and 'but forThorua3 Jefferson 
belns in favor of .OiJarlottesvilla, it V1ould doubtless have bean 
at Lex1nc;toQ. A lnrge part of th& subscription from Rockbridge 
waa mnc;ie by Mr. Robinson, who offered to give hla whole estate 
to the Unl'if(::rsHy of Virginia on oand1t1on that 1t ha located 
within four ropes of L~X'ington • . The doed making, J:hts cond1 t-
1onal trn11sfeto of h1 s property ls on re.cord in the clerkt:t 
office of Rockbl'idr;e County; e.n(iit is one of the most ramsrk­
&ble pap~rs connected wl th the development of higher e.ducation 
in Virginia. 

By 1821 Vlashington College bad outgrown its old qua1•tera, 
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and the Board decided tht,t t a new and larger building was a 
necesa1 ty .. . A. comm! ttee W~S appointed to draw up plans anct 
to aoUeH funds. Robinson made a contribution of i2000. 
TM best bid terr erection ()if the building was made by John 
Jordan; at a price of ~9000; and although only halt ot' thh 
amount was in sight, the '1'.ruat(HHJ had faith enough to accept 
thla bid. The cormn•.;..a tone of the main or center . buUdlng was 
la1d1n the spring of 18241 and Robinson was counted on to pay 
a. large part of the cost. - He suggested that the occasion of 
laying the corner-stone be ms.de the occasion of a big celebra­
tion; . the college author! ties were wUHne to grant almost any 
request.he might make; but no one foresaw the wild party which 
would ensue .. ~he memory ot which has been htlnded d.own through 
three genarapons~ Pr .. Rut.fner•s description ot the oacaslon: 

11 ttr. Robfnaon* s offePihg WU a barrel of fi:tteen,..yettr-old 
whiskey, .• · .. • . fru1ted ·.· ~~d ropy• 1 .. which was aet ·. up on the . campus, 
and the l)ead of tJie barrel removed, and the sun shone on forty 
gall.ons of the 1'1nest rye whiskey ever seen .in Rockbridge 
County! 

"~()t1qf; h~ving peen given of a public treat a large company 
aaaemb1e9 from to:wn .and connty • . Mr. Jfoblnson i!laue;urated the 
ceremony by escorting two . ot the ludlpg officers of 'the col­
lege . to the barre 1, . and the three took . the . -tlrs t ts.8 t&. Then 
ca.me a . ~ucce.ssion of digni tarles who in 11ke manner honored 
the , occ~alon • . For . ~"?me time coprtesy wu obaervedJ but pre­
umtly · the · thtrst:yiJiu.l ti tude ·. broke. all restraint, and armed 
w1 th Uncup~, ·. p1 t<:hers, basi~s, bucltet's, and dippers, ru5hed 
for the barrel. 

II . . . ·.-:. . . . . . 

It haa been saJ(i ev~r1lle>,dy beca:me 1ntox.1cated • . Thts ls 
not true, a .. ·~ there were sotn~ P:l'Eusent who did not taste the 
whhk.&y, and many p.artook sparingly, whUe some were rolling 
on the around 11kt> s~ine. At. length .Mr. Isaao Garuther8 and 
another ,g~ptl·einen f\:toppe~ t.ho drfn:k1ng by upsa~ting the barrel., 
wl!lle .1ot r,euidned a ,comtiderable quantity tincons\lmed. • 

It ahould be s~ld that tn ~hQse '.ds.y3 the making and the 
drinldng of \fhlsk~y was no dls<credltto a mnn; and eiders 1n 
the, , J>:r~sbtter1an church were of~en distillers. The college 
auth.orltie~ a_nd Mr. Robinson .were humilta tad beyond measure 
at the outcome' of . this celebration, aa· it was s·aid the college 
C&m!)US looked llke a battlefield a.fter a hard tight. 

Th~ co~lege auth.oritles ~ounted more and more upon ~. 
Robinson's teneros1ty .1n time -or need, and teH that when h~ 
died tq~ c~ollege would be beneficiary under hls will. Re 
dted J:un~ · 26, 1026, ~gad. 72 y~ars, and hls body was buried. on 
the c<'>pege gx;ounds. · Ula tu11ernl. wu most elaborate~ ttdgh­
bors &nd slaves escorted h1a remains from hh homo at Hartis 



Bottom• I''~culty and members of tl1e Board of: Trustaoa mot the 
proceuton several m!leo outj the Fro.nkl1n Socioty and others 
joined in ... in fa.ct the whole community paid final tr1 bute . to 
an honored friend. 

Rh will; in rhetorical wording, was wr1 tten by a. bril­
liant young attorney, James UcDowell, . lo. ter a Governor of 
Vlrgtnia. He bequeathed his entire estate, valued at ~~o,ooo, 
to the Trustees of Washington College. 

·· i;rn.e college board started out 1n i;tll . a1ncarity .to carry 
out Robinson's wt.s,hes, ancl for a number of y~nrs Ei-t~empted to 
run t 'he farm at Hart• e Bottom• But tbey soon round oµt 1 t W{ls 
an unprofitable and hopeless task. It was an anamalous situa­
tion to attempt . to manage a large number or slaves .and run a 
plantation to earn nioner to pay profeasor~; and as , tl~~ went 
on the trusts.es realized it was not . poctic~l . to cnrry out these 
wlshea. After consulting . the be~t legal a4vhe avaHable, · the 
Trust&ea pasaed an order to dispose ot the slaves, and to lease 
Hart's Bottom tor a term ot years. Most of the slaves w6ro dla­
poe•ed o:f wl.thin. ten nars, at'ld 1nl840 a sale ()f the t~rm wu 
made. The.· net pr9c9eds 9t the eat.at& when settlt\~ atll()~l.nted to 
1461 57!7 .. 00, wblchJs still Ol).rrled on tile 'b99~s oJ .the Uritver­
Sltf: as etJl endowment tor the proteuors~ip of geology and 
biology. · · 

it. ta app•r~pt thero.t:~re that the Rob,!n$on b~<i\11}·!~ wa~ the 
ae~ond largt!a~ endowment gift up to . the tJme of ·the Chi~ 11Jar, 
and nearl7 equal to the tso,ooo given byaeorso Wa~hlngtop• 
Rad the provi.dons of the will been otr1ctly tidherod to all 
the alave.a wo~ld ~va been .ae~t .free. ~ftar the war; and tr Hart 1 3 
Bottom had been peld a.a ·an. 11 2,naU~pable estato" the cHy of 
Buena .Vista would not have 1;lr1tten out of the boom of th~ l890's. 

For ; ~ome years after . 111~ qeath .· th~ t;ra v~ of 0 ~ockeY;'' 
Robinson .wa:s not mar~e4, ~nd or.tt~cts~ a,rO#JG . ~oncern1ng the 
college authorities for . this negUgenc·e. 'The 'Board felt the 
obUgatlonrotlng upon t}fem, and the question of placing a 
su1 h:bla;. mai>ker •as dhcud3ed tor s 'om9 yeurs.. pr. 'Ruff per, 
hhtor1an Of the JJntvor s1 ty, ~ays .a monµmen t "'of grey lim,e-­
stone Utteen fee~ ht;gµ• was el:'acteq, bu~ . a.ner a fe'f' years it 
wu thrown down in somemystert-0us wa1, . ~he lnfer~n<;e . pelllg H 
wae not ple;as1J18 to the $.rien<is .and admlrers of Mr. Robtnsox1, 
and 1p.t1mated that a more ii,nposing and really handsome monu­
ment should. be .put Jn '.its place. A mqvement for a nett( monu~ 
ment was sta~tf>d,. and a (lominl ttae appotntqd • . · D~stgns - ,~~re 
s&cu.red tram Ph1ladelp1U~, .· but saarcl ty . ot nioney . pr(Jveh~ed ac­
tion fqr aevenl. yaars; but ~n July_, 1855, . thi~ .monwne:'nt was 

· t1nan1 ereeteg. ;Tho final report .of the committee •£1,.ft ~ade to 
tho Trustees, and spread, 01'1 the .. m1nuto-book of date July 4,1855. 
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FIUAllCIAL STATUS OP 'rlli! SOCIETY 

On September 301 :1948, the Treasurer reported. aasests 
as follows: 

U. s .. · Bonds., face value • • • • • • • ~1000.00 
Savings Account • " • • • • .. • 823.48 
Check ins Account • • • • • • • • .. • .. 328. 46 

Total assets ~2151.94 

?.lBMB.~RSHIP 

At the, close of the year 1948, the Soei_ety bils a total 
membership of • .. • • • • " • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • 207 

Of which are non-resident members (in states) 
to th.a number of . • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • 46 
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00::.«Tlvt:..J TO Till; HOGKDl:IDGE ms·ro:nGAL SOOII:TY'S AGGHEGA?IOM 

Jirnuary 2Ll, 1')46. Colltict1on of phototjrnpha from ·:;addell 
r'uu1 ly album, u r;:lcturo Of Gen. Robert E. Lee and his staff I 
fror.1 ;:r. Hurrinr:;ton •::nddell. A printed volume of court record3 
dealln:::; t-ilth Iron !.:unufucture, an old bullet-mold~ from Dr. 
Cole Davis. · 

Aucu::it 5 1 .1046. A vohu::e: 11 ;·a1is of v:estmoreland Countyn, 
fro;n ?.'.rs. Ancu3ta B. f'othert;111, Richmond, V1re1nia. 

October 20, 1946. Copy of 11 lfaGElI'3town Alrnanacu, ot 1871, 
pl'inted in Gtlrman langua~a; a plat ot Rockbridge Alwn Spr1ncs 
grounds and bu1ld1ngs 1 dated 1069, proparad by Jad llotch.klas; 
from J.'.1.\fs r.ann1e K. V'urnor. A 11 shawl-pin11 used by her g:rand­
fa ther 1 n crupe-3hct froo batq.eflald of First Mnntlssas, from 
?.:rs. Henry tao ch. · 

At thi!? mcotln,c; also was announca'l the ~iucnlfic.ent and 
i:;enar•ous gift from the la to Professor Ihla Hou~ton, o~ a homa 
for the Society 1 the ho\..\130 known as 11 'l'he Castle" on Randolph 
3trdet. 

January 27, l'J47. A number of 1ssuo:> of the **Southern 
Collegian" 1 from Dr. Lesll-0 ~. Campbell. A gift of ~ourtean 
century-oldbookll of vnlue .. from Hrs. Uaretu•at A. Lee. A 
picture Of "Big-toot" \inllaca, from ?Usa K.a:tle Campbell. Spec...; 
taclos worn by Francis P. Dlnlr; early photo of Ann Smith 
Academy; small por;tlon of cornice, and other memento from the 
old Jordan Hou::1e,; fror.1 lH ss Ellen Anderson. Photocrnph of 
l.iichael !1:lley, from Urs. Henry leech. .\ nunber of books from 
J.l.r3. Fother51ll. An antique candle-burning stroet lamp from 
local Brunch of A. P. V. A. An early p1cturo of Ann Smith 
Academy I from r:r. L. UcGorm1ck-Ooodhart, Alexandria. 

Apl'll 28, 1947. A photo of ttockbrldc;e ft ·f<tillery in winter 
quarters on Rnppahannock River, 1863, from Mr. Dnvid J.l. Barclay, 
\'.'ashl ngton • 

.July 28, l 947. Fnml ly blbla oli'med by El hha Grigsby; two 
land-i;rnnts, 1758 and 1799.; from Ur. Grnnvllle John.son. 

October 27, 1947. ,\potheca.ry scules, .from Mr. David u .. 
Darclny; Uedulllon, Ha sonic Lod~e of Va., Mr. · De.n HcGlalland, 
S. Rockwood, lHchlcan; 5ection of the tru:Js of the now demo-
11 shed covered brldeo nt East tex:lnwton, Dr. E. P. Tompkins; 
two boolrn: 11 Life of Gen .. n. ::::: .. Lee , by John F.::iton Cooke, and 
II fersonal Remlntsconces of Leen, by nov. John Um. Jonea, from 
loc:ll branch A. r. v. A.i monoc;ro.ph on Dr. Wm • .\. Caruthers, 
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tind one on Dr. Horace Garuthe:rs, from Mr. Carroll c. Dav13, 
Bfll timore; collection of Indlan relics found on Ms fa.rm, from 

( ~r. Gale Poindexter. 

( 

( 

( 

( 

Jnnuery 2B, Hf48. Ball-and-chain, used on refractory 
alaves, from Mrs. J• B. Wood. ?~ap of Rookb:rldc;e with fifty-odd 
points of historic interest 1nd1cs. ted thereon, .from Dr. £. P. 
Tompkins.. · 

April 26 1 1948. A seriu of postcard pictures in color 
of Rockbrtctee Al~. Springs, · from .ur .. D. E. Brady;- a framed roll 
of the Rockbridge Artillery 1 c. S.A,. from tha late Miss Na111a 
Gibbs; a 11 Cupptrig set" used by Dr. !!1cajah Pendleton, grand-
father er the donor; two small med1c1n~.-6nses used by the donor 
ln ~ountry practice, from Dr. ~- P. Tompkins' several ancient 
newspapers, from Miss HtiJlHe Gibbs; two pnm~hlebn "'rha Scot~h 
Irish of the Valley" 1 and "Ephra.1m 1:.cDovrell . from Dr. Huzh 
Trout, ·. Roanoke; an essny: "Ca11forn1n Pt.1.rnace", from r.:rs. Jean 
Cameron Ac;new, AlabwtulJ 'l'ypescript; 11 Centannlal of Art'ival 
in Chicago or Mr. and Mr::t. Leander Jamos McCormick 1

' I from Mr. 
t. McCorml ck:•Goodh.ort 1 Alexandria. 

A gift of laree portions eome.s to the Society !n tna nature 
of the most genarou.s. offer of DJ'. Leslib Lyle Campbell, to have 
"The Ca3tle'' recondU1oned at his own expense,, in order to bet­
ter f1 t 1t to the needs of the Society. This very handsor:ttl 
offttr was accapted r1ith gr@atest gratitude by the Society, and 
as thU ta wr1 tten this work ts going forwurd1 vii th pro::1pect 
of the Society being able to move Into the building within a 
short ttma~ D:('+ Campbell ts a very loyal member - a Ure mem­
ber - of the Soctet:r, and a Past-President, as well as a bene­
factor in other 1n:Jtancos. 

Announconunt mm rocontl:: r:-1ade of Ci ftn coning fro1.1 tbe 
e.stnte of the late Hl::rn ?lellle Gibb.a, in the form of old 
deeds find other doctu~1-0nta, tocather w1 th n collection of 
artlcljs ~nda by Co~federate prisoners of war, confined ln a 
Federal prison at Elmlra, N. Y. dtU'lnc the Civ11 v:ar. 
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ARTICLES OF CONSTITUTIOtl 

This ie to ce:rt1!'y that we, the underaignad, deslro to and 
hereo1 do uaoc1ate our~elvea togethe:r to fOI'1Jl an u~oq,1at1on 
to be known 1:u1 The Rockbridge Hhtorlcal Soelet1, a11d auoc1-
at1on not organized for a pron t, 1n wbl ch no eap1 tal stock 
1a required or to be issued, wider th& provl$1ona a,nd. subjeot 
to tne requlNtmeJlte of the law for .such case ?n&de arH1 ~ro­
v1ded, <and by thh 1 our e~rUflcata, set forth, as follows: 

(A) The name of the aasoc1atfon 1s to be Tha Hockbrldge 
H1stor1eal Soclc:lty·• . . < .. · · ·. . · 

(Bl The .name of the town and county: wtrnre1n its J:irino.1pal 
office 1n this state ls to be looat&d. la Lexingtop, ttoekbd4g• 
Oount1, Virginia. . · . · . 

(0) The purposes ror ·wh!ch it h .fonned are, as followas 

'l'he collection, preservation and d1uemlriat1on of . all 
tblng3 relating to .the history~ ant1qu1t1ee, land.m&.rka, and 
literature of the Oounty of Rookbr1dge and the 'l'<>Ym ot 
Lexington,. Va., and p~omottng general interest in ~nese pur­
poscrs• 

(D) 'l'ho number of t~usteea who . are . to man~ge . the afta.1ra 
ot tho uaoc1!lt1on .shall be three (3), to be elect~d . 'Q1 tho 
Soohty. . . , · · , · 

(lt) ·.rne names ot the truateaa 1fho are to manage ltt at• 
taira tor tho ti.rat year ot ih extatence, are aa tollowsa 

. . . .. . . . . 
• • .. • • 4 • • • 

. . . . •- . . . 
(F) The period for the duration of thtJ uaootat.lon la 

unlimited. 
(G) The amount or real eatah to whl oh its holdings are, 

at any tlmo, to be limited, la 1 1 000 acres. 

Gtven under our bands this 9th day of August, 1939. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Note1 By some oversight, no truetoel!I were elected by the 
Soclet7 until January 26 1 1942. they aro, u to.llow.u 
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Mr. Stuart Moore, vr .. Matthew w .. Paxton, Jr .. , and h;r. E. ~. 
'Mattingly. 



Article I --- Membership 

(a) Membership in this Sootety shall consist ot persons 
1nurested 1n the purposes of the Soo1et7, and who shall be 
approved for membership as herelnatter provided. 

( b) Any person may be propo3ed in writing to.r memberahip 
in this Soclsty, and such proposal shall be aubmltted to a 
comm! ttee on manbershlp tor its approval. 

(o) Membership :th.all ba d1v1ded into the following 
olasseai 

1 .. Ao ti VG inembere, who ehall be regularly approved and 
elected as herein provided., s.nd who shall pay such ad­
mission tee anct period1o dues tu may be required by the 
Society. -

2. Suata1nlng membEu·a, who ahall be othorw1u qua.llt1ed 
as active members, bu<t who 1nd1cat& a dedre to oontr1-
buto dues provided tor S\1Sta1ntng members to further 
tho purpo:ies of the Soohty beyond the interest ot 
other active members. 

3. Lite members~ who shall be otherwise qualified as 
aetivo members of the Soc1et1, and who shall •!thin 
thirty days after tb&1r electlon pa1 the duea pre­
scribed for U :fe membet-a to bo credited to them in 
lieu or any further adm1u1on teas or dues. 

4. Honorary members, who .may be elocted from such 
persons as may appear to be entl tled to this d1a­
tinct1on from their connection with or interut 1n 
hhtorical or literary purs\11ts, or who may indicate 
a d1.epos1 tlon to contribute to the collections to 
promote the objects of this Society. 

(d) It any active member aha.U fail to pay hla sub­
oor1pt1on for two years, or any time refuse to pay the :samo, 
he enall forfeit all the rlghta and privileges of membership, 
and the e.xecut1V6 committee shall cauae hla name to be re­
moved from tne lh t or mombera. 

Article II -- Otr1cera and Elootiona 

(a) 'l'he o!'fi cers of th.la ~ocht7 ah.all be a a president, 
aev$n (7) vico-prestdenta. a recording aeoretar71 a corr&a­
pond1ng aocreta:ry. a treaauror, and a librarian. '.l'be 
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torego1ng ofUcera shall oe ol6cted at tho annual meeting of 
tho Sooi~ty .. by those attending or voting at such meeting. 

(b) 'l'he pre~ldent ·an11l1 p:re~14e at . t\ll meetings or tho 
Soa!aty. shap have powt:tr to appoint all standing and special 
coinnitte~,s, w.f th tho excep~iOJ1: ot t;ne nominating committee. 
At loaat< tnree of tho vic~ ... preal(iente shall be residents ot 
the County or . ttockt>r.fdg•, and at }east one vica•p.reddent 
shall be a res1dept ,of th~ 'l'awn ot t~xt~gton, V1rgln1a. '.l1ho 
vice-p1•esidente aua.11; in order, £u1 they are available t'or 
such purposes, · discharge the duties of the president when­
ever the latter ah,al,.l be abiumt or unable to act as au.ch. 
Tho recording aeeretar1 shall keep an acoura:te i-ecord or the 
proceedings of the SocJet1 and ot 1 ta oommittoos, and ar•ll 
ket:!P ail accurate Jht ct Jl?~mberahlp of the Society d&atgnated 
aoeordlng to .~b4'_ Qlaae1f1c'l.t1on .tl'lereot, wtth · the .0addreasu 
ot auoh l)ember,a • . ~ . The eorr~apond1ng aecretary a«hall Ukewho 
keep a 11a~ .o~ th~ names and .afitif.eat"tt:ta ot members and ot 
ot'fico~.a, . apQJlhall notify . aueh memborB .or th~ Uine and plaee 
ot moeUnga,, ot olecti~jla, .'1nd of other proceedlngo ot tne 
Society, .and .Jshdl turnhh :g:>rop~r J?Ul:>lillltj to the preaa ot 
mattera ot interest relative to ' l ta a.ffa!ra. The treaeurer 
shall recdvo ~n . tunda ot .the &ochty ano. dla'burae same at 
the 41reotton ot ··the · exec'l:~tye oo$mlthe 1. and shdl .. subm1 t a 
prop'r re,port ~nd account .ot the triinssctlon:s .of tba t or.flee 
at t.ne . aon\111:l .1rieei1n~ of ttie - ~oa!ety. The Hbrartan a.hall 
receive and t~ket l>~op~r care and cu3tody .or historical papers 
and recor4s an~ l~form~t~on brou~ht to the attention of the 
Society, .•h£iU .<>btain and collect niaterlal desirable to Ha 
purposes, and a}lalf turnhh ree~rda t.lnd lntormatton tor pub-
4,1eat1on . or · f9r th~ work ot. comlilittees and' shall perform aueh 
other dutiu aa may be designated by the executive comml ttoo 
and which may further the purposea ot the So~lety. 

(o) 'l'l~e tet'lJl o; the for,~ol!lS of.flee~e a~ll be tor two 
1~ara . OJ' . until . ..._ . ituoousor . ahtiU bo elected; subject to the 
quaU.fication that the president ahall .. n9t be. elig:lblo to 
hold oft!ce tor more than two succenhe terma. Membera ma1 
honominate<l from tt_le tloor tor any office. following the 
report of the. n~minilt~na e.oinmittee, (Jnd ~}l& majority ot votea 
ca.at . at ~ho IUU}UA~ m&et1ng .• hall be autftc1eht tor election. 
V&eQnoiea occ~rin,g, 1n any gtfico betwoen>.arinual meetings 
ah.all be filled, by tne execuU ve, tJomrn1 ttoe. 

Article III -- EXecut1 vo Cornm1 ttH 

The ~ecutive Committo~ ahail 'bo oompoaod ot the prnld­
ent, the a~cretutu, t:ne treasurer a.nd ltbrnilln, wttb auch 



other mtunbor·a of the !.iocfoty: as :may pa ap:polntsd by tho 
president to the numuer of not less th.tin ten or tnore than 
fiftoen, • ... '.l~hls comlttee &l1Qll me~t . at the call of th~ presi­
dent not ].oss th.an l:O,ur ~inies B; .•. ysar, and }•hall be empowered 
to dtscu;HI and · ~rana11ct current busin.ess ot' the Society 1n· 
the inteJ'.';lm betwa~n .ganel"fil moet1nc:J, to . '8;ppo1nt t;fie t'l0.nllnat-
1ng :committee, and to. qcrall other a.ct3 . neca~.sary and !noldant 
to tne pr9per tr~nsac~ipn of the .~udness of tho Society not 
required to be performed at. a. general meeting• 

Artlch IV .. ~ Commi ttef)s 

(a) '!'he lfomlnat.h1~ CQmnitte~ s:hiill consist of riOt leas 
than three nor more . t~n ,(:lye %11f)m9~~a a,ppo1nted bt the ' ·xeou­
Uve .committee not ·· le!JS .. tl'lan .thir~y 'daya . bet~r,e . th;e ·d'ate or 
the annual meQ~4ng o( Ult$ . ~op~ety~ ·no .... ()ftieers .. of, the Society 
shnll be members ot .thls C:oUil11 tt~e. lt slla.'.1.1 be· the dutl: of 
thla oommltt.ee ., ~o au~~tt, at .. tbo annua.~ meeting ot .th~· Soc1ety, 
one or moro namu -ot suitable parsons to .be voted upon .for 
each office to be · filled by obc~'QJ! .at su~.h DJ~e.tlrie;. · 

(bl The lMtmbersltlp Co;nm~tte13 tlball COJ1Sht pf nq~ leu 
tnan ttve nor mor~ t;h'J~ ·tep. . ~~bOrs . to be .. app~tn.teo by th., 
president, "1th the advu~ ,~~ct approv(ll.or t.h~ execu~l:ve com .. 
m1 ttee~ lt snaU bo the dµtt of ~hh eoIJ.lni .t~ae to 'l'aq~1~e 
and approve , or. dhapprov& llJl wrh;~en pr9posals • r~r ·m~m~e .. -
shlp, and sutnnlt their reqomme,(l(iatl?rus in wr1t1na to tl;le 
president• · Th~ e~ecut! va . comm! tt~e a~o.11 · b~ EtmPO!erod t() 
aamtt persons.· .. · ~pproved .... by the .memb~rsh1p oominittee. to . me~ber­
ahip and to tlMOtJn..ee t,Peh;- ~1~ot1on at ~h~ nex~ general meet.;. 
tng o! the t>oct~ty. · · 

(c) '.1'he: i'rOtll'(lJ?l . Commi~.tet) . Shall . consist o~ not lou tlllln 
three nor. more tha.n .. f:1ve . m.em)Je~a .. or t9~ . ;focloty, · whose .. d\lt7 
1 t shaU be ;cto e.r,J'~flSe ~nd. prezpent at ~eet1ngs of the ·.soeh~y 
matteris of general hlhrest • . ·.· · · · . · 

(d) 'l'pe Jlay~ and Me~n'9 Couun! ttee e)1fill o~nsht 9f the 
. presid.ent; . tpe tr~a{lµre~, ·. a¥ ~tirae .. other members pf the 
Sooi~ty, whose duty J~·'· snnJ.l. 'be JP sppervlse . a.nd arr~nge 
tno f1nanc1al attaira o( the S9cJ~t7 1 ~M coU~et;iorr of dues, 
tho investment ot funds of the . Society, and the· ~atain~ ot 
funds for special purposes or objects &.nd all other nmttera 
relating to 1'.M nnsncial, wa}fare of the S(Jciaty. 

·.. (e) The Coll1lllltt~e on HletorlcP.j. Hacords shall consiat 
of a General OhaJrmi:uj, unaer .whom' ehdl serve three $Ub­
comm1ttees, as fo!low:u (lJ Comm1ttea on Biography; (2) 
Comm! ttee on Genealogy; {3} Conun1 ttea on His tor teal Land-
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mark.e and Appliances. 'i'beaa oomn1ttoea e.re to be designated 
by the pruldont. 'l'helr duty shall be to assist the HDra­
rlan 1n the collecUonand publloat1on of biographical, 
genealogical and hi'Btorioal records. 

Papers read before the Society a on a ti tu to a part of the 
proceedings of the Society, and may be .printed as auen. 

(t} Chairman ot sucn C'ommlttoes shall be appo1ntud bJ 
tM pI"ealdent ana sooll remain in office until their auoeea .. 
aora have been duly appointed. 

Art1olo V -- Dues 

Dues of manibtu•s . ah.all be payable w1 thin th1rt1 day a or 
th~ date ot tne annual meeting, and not1cea ahail be mailed 
by the tre~3llJ;'.,r to an m~mt>~r.a at such . Umea as that ott1oor 
rna;r doem · prQp~r. . Unlea.a ant;{ :>tmt1l o·therwlse directed bf . tho 
Sod~~1 •• . JlO •4z!11HJ()n. J;~e a~ll ' ~e. requ1i;ed tor merilberah.ip, 
and etnnua,.l dues: sh.an 9e ~2.00 !Qr e11eh acthe member and 

. •10.()() for each e,u~~afoing member. . A' heretofore provided, 
llto memQers shall pa1 ·. an •~lesion !'ea ot ~~O;.QO fo lieu ot 
other dueo. Memorlti,l members ahiu.l not t;>e r .(l<JU,1red ~o pa7 
duea, but shall have . the pr1v1l~se:J ot' cc;mtr1but1ng mone1 or 
material to the Society in accord~Q.e w1 th their t ·ntoreat. 

Article VI -- J.feetlngs 

'!'here shall be four gener11l maetln&a dµrlng each year, 
the .first of which shall be an annual meeting for the purpose 
ot trananctlng business or the Sooiet7, the remaining meet­
ings to be devoted to a dhcuadon ot matters bt intereet to 
tho Society, under the direction of tha Program CoJJm11ttee. 
A quorum !'or the tranae.ct1on of business at any annual meet­
ing aha.ll, be fifteen membare, and at committee nieetinga ot 
a majority ot thou roqu1:red to act. A major! ty vote ot mem­
bers present or voting shall be autf lcient to detennine all 
matters aubmitted to tbe society or any committee. Special 
meetings snall be had at the call of the p:ru tdent or of the 
executive eoimiitt~e; and meetings ot comn1tteea aha.11 be had 
(lt tho call of the chairman or aottng ohe.1rme.n of aueh 
committee. 

Article VII -- Order ot Dus1ne:ur 

The order of bus1nasa at any reGulnr meetinE ah.all be, 
as tollowaa 
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1. Rea.ding of Minute& 
2. Hoports of Offic&ra 
3. Reports of Stnnd1ngCommltteu 
4. Repoi-ts of Special Comml ttees 
5. Unflntshed Bus1nosa 
6. Comrnunlcations · 
7. )!aw Business 
8. ProGr8.:!11 and General Dbcussion 

'1'he order of buslneaa at anj- meatlng may be ve:rled by 
the executive comrn1ttea to carry out the ·proper purposes ot 
such meeting. 

Article Vlll -- Amend.manta 

'l'he art1c1~s of fiaaQcia ti on l;leretoftire approv(ld · ah.BU be 
tho Con8tHut1on of thb Society, !-n~ tl':leh Conat1 .tut~on, ··11 
11utll 11s ttie ~;v-14•~- 9r a.nf of Jhem. m$y be am~nde(\ at an:y 
regµlar nw~t1ng O·{ th~ . S'Qcie_ty b7 ll . two•~l}trds vot~:< o.t thoao 
e. tten~U;1g or vot1~. provided. ~uoh pr9p9~e4 a~(1nd1n•n1; ps.e 
been .S:ubmHtedattbe last , pro:vto~a ' ~eetfng, andnottce<there­
ot con~.ey&d . t?; t,t4e ~~unb~ra by- me,.H or. by publication tn ona 

, Of ~be .lO.CEi+ new.~papel'S no~., lees than ten (J:fiJ& prev1 oua ,Ot 
the ~e .o~h:i¢ e.t "!ht Ch the fl~S 18 . t() be Voted ~pon; HVf.L that 
previous not!eo shall not be required aa to' any amendment 
approved and racommendedby the executive committeo. 

'l'he above Constitution ·and By..,Lawis were adopted by tho 
tto9kbr1dgeRi.9tor1cd Soc1et7~ in Lexington, Virginia,, on 
August 9, 19~9; ahd amended on April 41 1944• 
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!,1f e Jitombor:s 

Mra. Winthrop w. Aldrich • • • • • • .. • • New York, N .. Y. 
Dr • .Arthur, B. Gerba.rd .. • • • ., • • Phil.•delphta, Pa. 
Dr. .ll bert Mccown • • • • • • • • • .. Ale_xa.ndr1a, Va. 
Jlra. Sh&ldon Whitehouse • • •••••• Naw York, N. Y. 
Mre._ John Merritt • .. • • • • • • • • Norw1cfi,conn. 

Sustaining Jdembor1 

Mr•. t. 'l'. c. Alford ........ ., •• · ••• Gloncoo, Ill. 
Mra~ 1. R. Greenlee ............. tarehnlont, H. Y. 

Honorary Member• 

Dr. Lo~U• Lj'le Campbell • • • • • .. • • • • Lu~ngton, Va. lir•. Aug\.una 8. Fothergill • • • · • • .. Rie1lrnond, Va. 
Mha Ann Job.natono • .. • • • • Le~ington, Va. 
Mia a Susan Johna tone • .. • • Ledngto_n, Va. 
Mr·. ttonr)' a. M1l•1 • · • • • • • • Albuquerque, .N. 11. 
Mr. F~~~1n Morgan • . • • • • .. • • • • • • •• Roan()4t• 1 Va. 
Mr. CbaWlc.•1 Mccormick • • • • • • • • • • • • Ch1.cago, lll. 
Mra. O}lA,uncey MoConriick • • • .- • • • • • • • Op1{)•go, Ill. 
Th• Rev:. 1'• Frank J>rice, o. p.. • .. • • • • .F.i.;Qr•n~•, ~. c. 
itre. P. Frank .Prioo .. • • • • • • • • • • • Flor•noe, 8. o. 
T~e Rev. Craig Patteraon, D. D ••••• Tinkling Springa, Va. 
Mrs •. Ordg Patterson ••••••••• '1'1nkUng Springs, Va. 

Mlas Lucy Ackerl7 • • • • • • • • • • Lexington, Va. 
N:ra. L• w. · Adams • • • • • Le~l,ngton, ,va. 
lira. Henr7 Pronnau Agnew .. • • • • .. • • Latayette, Ala. 
Nra. J. l'. 1.loxanCler • • • • • • • Fs1rt1eld, Va. 
Mhs Ellen Graham Anaeraon • • • Le.xif!gton, Va. 
Mlaa Judith -N. Ander8C)ll • • • • • • • • • • • Lexington, Va. 
G&it• Jlilllea A. , Ahderoon •••••••••••• Richmond, Va. 
Mrs. Jl!UntU A. Anderson •• • •••• • • • •• Richmond, Va. 

Iii•• Ellgabeth Barcla7 • • ••• 
Mi•a Mary ··· Paxton Barela7 ••• 
Mr. w,. Houaton Barola1 • • • • • 
Col. f• H; Bar¥adale • • • • ••• 
a&r;a. P • B. Barlicadale • • • • 

Lox1ngton, va. 
Lexington_. Va. 

• W1eh1ta, Kanaa1 
Loxtogton, ' Va. 

• • • • • Lex1ngt~n, Va. 
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Dr. w. o. Detm • • • • • • • • Lexington, Va. 
Mr. John G. 81snop • * • • • " • • • • .Nyack, !f. Y • 
.Mra. Wll11am Stirne.tl • • • • • •• Wa:shlngton, D. c. 
Mrs. Edwin f. Bledsoe .............. Lexington, Va. 
l!r. Po\lg~u E: Brady • • • • • • • • . • • • Buffalo Forge, Va. 
Mr. Doug.las E. Brady, Jr. • · .. • • • • .. .. • • Ltl:d.ngton, Va. 
tdra • Oougl~I ~· Eraay, Jr. • • • • • • • • • Lexlnston, Va. 
Mr. \Ulltam eroadnura t • • • • • • • • • • • Lex1ngton, Va. 
Mrs. WHltam Broadhurst • Le.dngton, Va. 
llrs. George W+ BrooKe ............... Lexingto1+, Va. 

141aa Carrio Lee OampoeJ..l ••••••••••• R!enmona., Va. 
Mr. Jol:1ri Ltle Campbell ., •••• • • • • • • Lexington, Va. 
l!ra. Jobn> Lylt Campbell .. • • • • .. • • • • • Leixinston, Va. 
Mi ea Katie V. Campbell • • • • • • • • • • • Le:x1ngton, Va. 
Mrs. )~alcolm o. Ca.mptiell • .. • • • • • • • • Lexington, Va. 
Mrs. Georgo Randolph Cannon ·• • • • • • • • • Richmond, Va. 
Y..rs. Morr1 a H. Cnr 1 s ti an • • • • • • • • • • • Lexington, Va. 
M:ra. John O. Clothier •••••••• .••• Buen• Vf_sta, Va. 
Mrs. Grace Condon ................ (loal,'l~n, Va .. 
Mrs. Ja.meB J... Cook •• " ••••••••••• texlllg'ton, ve. 
Mrs. Robert f. Cooke ••• • •• • • • • •. • .· tox1ngton, Va. 
Col. Willis.in Couper • • • • • • • • • • • • • Lex1ng~on, Ve.. 
Dr• Oll1nf5er Crenshaw •• • •••••• • • • Lex1ngt()n, Va .. 
)'..rs. 01J1nger Crenshaw • • · . • textngtim., Va. 
l!rs. Claude W. Crist ••• • • • ••• • . Lexington, Va. 
Mias Eleanor Carpenter • • • Buena VisJa, Va. 

Capt. Price De.niel • • • • • • • • • • • • • .t1berty, 'l'exas 
Mra. M. l'r1ce Daniel • • • • • • • .Liberty, Texas 
Mrs. Charles H. Pav1~aon • • • • te.xlng,ton, Va.. 
Mr. Charles H. Davidson, Jr;. • • • • .... texlngton1 Va. 
Mrs. ~arlea E. Davldeon 1 Jr.. • • • .. • • • • Le::dngton, Va. 
Dr. H"~aJ'l P• Davidson • • • • • • • • • • • • Chicago, lll. 
Mr. J8Jtle& M .. Davidson, JX>. • • . • • • • ,. ••• Lexington, Va. 
Mrs. Jame~ )! .. l>avtdson, Jr •••••• ,. ... • tedtieton, Va. 
ltf.:re • . J~$~f t.1. Davidson • • • • • • • • • • • .Lexington, Va. 
Mies Kath~rin~ Da.vidaon • • • ,. • • .. • • • • Lexington, Va. 
MU~ E~~tabe~h Dnb .•.••••• .; . . • Buena Vlata, Va. 
Kr. J • . !:•~ Davia • " • • • • • • • • • • Natural Br1ag• 1 Va. 
»ra. J. Lee Davis • • • • .. • • • • • · .. .Natural · Br1dg~, Va. 
Dr. W. Cole Davie • • • • • .. • • • • • • •• Lexington, Va. 
lti'e. W. Col& Davia • • . • • • • • .. • • • • • Lexington, Va. 
l(ra. Edjfard 11. De Armand • ,. • • • • • • • • t;ex1ngton1 Va. 
Mrs. L• J\ Peaha • • • .. • • .. • • ~ - • · Lexington, va. 
Dr. 'O.. w. Piehl • • • .. • • .. .. • • • Corpus Chriet1, l'~xu 
Mr.a. Georg• W~ Dionl • • • • ., • • • • Oorpua Ctwhti, Texaa 
Col . -Herbert Dlllard • • • • .. .. • • • .. • •• te:ittngton, Va. 
Col. ft. i. Dixon • • • • • • • • .. • • • • , L~x1ngton, Va. 
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Miaa Elizabeth !>unlap. • • .. • • • • .. • .. J . . .. t~iln.gt9n, Va. 
M1aa· H~nde,tta l)uplap .. • .. • • • • •. • • ... ~~'~tngton, va. 
Mr~ . Jam~e · ·ucA.ee Dunlap • • • • . •. • • • . ,, " . ~ . ,Lex.1~.eton, Va. 
Mril .. J&nea . McK~e Dunlap • • • • • • • • • • • ·· Lo:dngton, Va. 
Mlila I.ul-. Dunlap .. • • • • • • • • • • .. • • . tedngton, Va. 
Mra. :ft~' "L·• • Durha111 • • • • • • . .. .. • • .. . • • Suena. Vi a ta, Va .. 
Mrs.; W~ A. Eaot .. . , 

~rs. w. A. E~at • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • hapbina, Va .. 
. ' . 

, , 

)Cr.; '' W.<il't Faulkner .. .. • .. • • • .. .. •· .. • ~ .. • • G iaae;ow ~ Va. 
Jdr~ .· We~t Faulkner • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • .ql(a$o•~ Vf.. 
~l"I• taaJ'y ·D- Ackerly field • • • • • • • • • . Tho .Platna, Va. 
~'· Wal~e~» A. Flt ck .... · •••••• ,. ••• .,airfield.~ Va. 
Dr:• .· )!alte~ A • . Flick • • . • • • , • • • • • • , . Fairfl~ld, Va. 
Judge l)allaa Flannagan • • • • • • • • • • . • ll.ont.cl.•1r·, N. J. 
Mra• Walter Foltz ~ • • ., .. • • • • • • • • • .Lexington, Ve. 

Pr •. F. f. G"1nea •••••••••••• ., •• · .La.xt,ngton, Va • 
. ;.ix.a;'': rr·.P ... (}atnea ••••• · ........... ... . ~eiI,ng~o~, .va. 
jlia·e•:' soary )11earea Galt ••••••••• , •• ! Hal,e~$h, N. c. 
Col. Leal1e German • • • • • • • • • • • • • Leitrigton,. Va. 
)lf-e, L'~.11~. German • • • • • • • • • • • • • Lexington, Va. 

, ~: ~ i.~;r;.;nK·>~11Uam • . ~·· • .• • • • • •••. ••• 1:-exJ~~on,. Va. 
Mra~ ·,er ll· Glovol" • • • • • • • • • •• • • • r • : t~x1.1lgt9l), Va • 

... .i-. :.,;;'t~~~1(for ~ceor'1tiok~Goodhart •••• .•• · Hy~#~vU,i~, rtd. 
)tlai}1'~rt (}las~o• • • • • • • • • • • . • •. . : • · · .. ·n1ct?.znqri~f, va. 
Mrl,•.· · ~~!1~' ·. 0oodman . . • ,• ..... ... .... ... ... · Flll :~·fl~ld, Va. 
l4r'1{. · ·f~~.1e 'AieNutt Goad • .t<ockbl'ldg~, e$ths 1 Va. 

'Dl"•· c:~i):G'\rer Ji. Hancock •••••••••• ,. • J...ex1ngton, Va. 
· Mre. · a1ove~ D. Hancock ....... ~ •• · •• . • J:,,ut1ngtcm, Va. 

Mr. B. F. Harlow • • ·• • • • • • • .. • • • • .t&~lngton, Va. 
· M.~~; •. . 1) • . 1": •. ,: tt~rlow • . • ............. ~xington,' Va • 
. N~e;.'. l!o.u((tQ~ HaX"low ., ............ "' • lle:dngton, Va. 
M~• :1q~· ~· JiarJ)er. • ,. • • .. • • • • • •:' • ·: ~ . • '. .• texirigton, Va. 
Dr.: ~r:.e,#ina~ H • . Itat't • • ........... *•• • · G1rn~av1Ue, Fla;. 

:MJ,'~:~;;Wt+.li.UO H~ff&lftngor •••••• ~ · ~ • ,,.BroJtnal;ilU.'.'S; Va. 
:-~, ,.. <!(:~:~~rd ffos;a bead • . • • • • · ·' • · • · • • ,Mof &~ ij ta ,C r~ek, Va. 
Ml'• L.· R; · Holme a • • • • • • • • • • • .. • : ~)}1'111.qelph.ta, Pa • 
.. ha ~ary ~dne. Holuiu •••• , ........ PhUadolp}lh, Pa. 
J(la~ Jenni~ M .• nop~1na ••••••••••• , .Le;is:ington, Va. 

, lb'•:,~ . x;~9:nar,~ D .• Uodnger • • • • • ., • • • • ~toxlpgtcm~ Va. 
J.!t,~ ~a~ ;:;Hoµa.ton • • • • • • • .. • •.. • • • • d.,1U1)'.lgton, Va. 

,. Jl~a,· :9u~ri(iolen Howe . • .. • • • • • • • • . * .• ··• J;.ed .. gtQn, Va. 
Di'~ J. 'L~ Howe · • • • · • • • • • • • • · • • •LtX:i11gto.n~ Va. 
Di-. William D~ 1107t' Jr ............. Saltimqre, Jad. 
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Mr. W11J1Am H. Hl.wpbriee 
Col. W1Jlh.m M. Hunley • • • • • • 
Dr. MOrrt!ion Hutcheson • • 
Mr. lf. ::i~ Hutcheson •••••••• 

• Vesuvlua, Va. 
• ..Lex-1ng ~.o?};1 Va. 
• • n1:~Wll(?r~~, va~ · 

• • • •• • Lex~nst.Qn1 . v&. 

Mr. thdiard: ~h Irby • • • • • • • • • • • · • • · Lax1t-l.ston, va. 
Mrs. Rlcrtard M. Irby • • • • • • • • • • • • Lexlr:igton~ Va. 

Col. Johll s. Je.mi&on, Jr. • • • • • t~,xi~g~~n, Va. 
Mrs• ~ohn s. Jamieon. J:r. • • " • • • • • Lexington.; va .. 
~r .. J~ .• CJr'1.nvllle Johnston ••••••• . •• ~ ,;«t?1;~~~~9.n:. va .. 

i~{f{~~~~~~~~:;:~. :. :.: .: .: .: .:.: .=.: ,'. :~~~!! ~: 
J!isa .~~r¢aret v. Jone$ • • • • • • • • • • • ..t;f>xil)gto,~. ·Va • 
.Miss Jl.~~~e1lo Jorcian .. • • • .• • • • ..• .• ' • •. Buena .•. v~,~t4, ·Va. 

· · -~~ 

Mrs • . J~hp Kalley • • • • • • • • • .Htintlngtpn~ w. Va. 
~s·a Al;l ccta W •. Kellogg ••• Buena Vista Va. 

~}~~~~r~a /~~;~:r. · . ·. · . · . · . ·. · . ·. · . ·. · /~~~t:!~~~::'.!~i~!:: 
Mra~''. ~ii'<ie'J · ci. Lackey . . .......... · .a~~,~~;·: _y, 1t~~.·, Va. 
~-~--~ ~~ <R,aj-ol d :auekh• ·• • • . • • , • ~~~1£$;._~._00. _._'.nry; __ ',·._.·· ~Va • . 
iBra ~ · ~ • • He:nry . .&Jeoc · .· • • • • •. .• • • • . • .•. • . ' · • · • ... ·"' .va.. 
pap~: •: t1·; . i.f.. Le t .cher • • • • .. • .·, Va.; 
G on~ · 'J. t;~~0\11' .\,.etcher • • • • ~ · .Va. 
Mrs ;; 1 0eorg~,- K1P(; ·Logan • • . • .. • • -~ .. , , • ., -~ - . .. ns" •. ta. 
Mr•. Ohaa. _tt. Locher ..... . ........ · •• r;e"1n$t<>n, Vai. 
Mrs. Bald.win Locher • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . .. Glasgow•, Va. 

~~:>;~:' . ·~.:1 ~e;b:irti : : : : : : :. : : ;_: > : . : ~;t.$:~;f~~,~~C; : ;:: 

·.·· , :·.-;.·' · 

Gen. ~n1ehard J. Marshall • • • • • • • • •. te~1Q~t.~11~ va. 
Mr$~ 'ltl:cnard J • . Marshall • • • • • . .. , .. • .··.·• ·:• t~x;tttgt:~n, V.a. 
Mrs ii Jchri a. )iapp • • • • ~ • • • • • ~ .:~ ·~ · aU:&~-~ · - !~'-'.f::a~ va. 

; M:ris:~ · ' Jtali~on Maule • • • • • • • • • • • . • .; . .. ,; a+aa~o,w, ··va. 
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M_r. J.ohn w. Mag11l ............... • C~ic~go., Ill. 
lira. -ttoaa '1'ucker Mason .. • .. • • • • .. .. ., • ~LexSingt_on~ Va. 
Mr. ~. --:f. Mattingly •••••••••• -• •• te:ic::1ngtoth Va .. 
Mra. John Uerri tt .. • • • .. ..- • • • .. • _. • .Norwicl:J, Conn. 
,Mrs ~ 'Paul: S. btertfos • • .......... Montgop)e}'y, Ala. 
Mra. M~ M.• Mills .......... ~ ..... .,;~~xipgton,. Va .. 
Dr~ u.- L• Mttc.nell • • • • • • • • ,. • • • • •texlng_ton, Va. 
Mrs~ H~ !,,. lUtcboll ............... '-• ;~~~ngton, Va. 
l1r6 .. tt{ .J ~ : r.fthcellt • • • • • • • • • • .EUze.bettitori, _'.l'tuua. 
Pr• Jam·oa ~. ~ioffat~ • • • • • • • .. • • .. • ta~tµ,~ton, Va. 
~ra. Jame_e ~.: ).10,fatt ............. . Lexl~gt()n, Va. 
Mr• ~tl.1a-rt -~1oore • • • • _. • • • • • • • .... iex1ngton, Va. 
-Lt. w. ttrisoell Mooae, Jr •••••••••• , Petl'o1t, i.iten. 
li1r. Morrison '1't·av1s Mooee • • • • • • • • • .. Wynn.owood,. .t'ta. 
1:1 Sl5 \'J1.ll16 E ~ Moose • • .. • * • • • • • • .. • G lug ow, Va.. 
Mr. 11.- Br,uce MorrtsQn • • • • • • • • • • • • Lexington, Vn. 
Mrs. ff~ Bruce f.'.orrlaon • • • - • .. • • • .Lexlnston# - Va. 
Dr. >J. J. -Uurray ................. Lexington,. Va. 

Mt :i::i Eveljll t~alaon • • • • • • • • • • -• • ... LQ1'ington, Va. 
Mr '• F:rank A~- Mo hon • .. • • • • • • Ch~ttanooga, '.l.'ann. 

ltlr. Alvin Oakes •••••••••••••• Buena Vista, Va. 
J~r.s .. Alvin Oakoa ................ auona vlata., va. 
)lr'a: .. _ Dean ~ Uwen• • • • • • • • • •-tt:0rno 1 Oa. 
Mrs. _ ff. i~ ,'Owen. • • .. • .. • • • • • - ~ - •. Lex-ing_ton, .,Va. 

Jira. ~os,eph D. fa.&~ • • L¢»x:lngtcm,. Va • 
. Mr; ' _·li:arl'e !\arr · }>&.xton ••••• • 0: • L~xl.ncton, Va. 
Mre~ ' :;p'o\v~ll t • .tar.ton • • .. .. • • eu~na Vht.a, Va . 

· Mr~ Mtl-~ttI~w _\·J • • i'axton, Jr_ ••••••••••• Le:it~ngton, Va. 
Mrs. -,viru_am Mooi·o .t>eak ••••••• • ..... ,Chas.gow,. Va. 
Misa -f.!i\ry Jloril·oe Penick • • • • • • • • •• •• t,e~1.ngton, _Va. 
Mr~ Gal':l:~rifr' ·Peed • • • • • • • • .. • • ., , • • uew .)'..ork, N. Y. 
tifre ~ Ga~tanq P~ed • • • • • • ~ • • .. • • .. vew · :iork, N. Y .• 
Mr• .:J~<M,:. ·f'erry. : • • • .. • .. • • • '.• •• • • • " .. ,St$.~nton, Va. 
Mr -~ Frank ·r. i'owell • • • • • • • • • • . , • • •. Stli~~ton, _Va. 
Mt·s.F;• - ii'. S.i>ov.-ell...... .. ·!?~tau11ton, Va. 
Mr. a. <w. - .Prerit1s, Jr ••••• • •••••• ,La,ncaster, Pa . 

?dit:ts ;.tary Hncey • 
Col. H. e. Read • 
t.ira. U. f,t. head 

. . .. • • Buena Vista, Va. 
••• texinston, Va. 

• • Lexington, Va., 
Mr. Hussall Robey • • • 
Mrs • R m1se11 Ro bey • • • • 

• • • • • • Buena V1ata, Va. 
.. •••••••• nuena Vlata, ,va, 



66 

J.1.1·s. !~~ A;. Sal~ ............... . '" Lexingtpn, V.tt. 
Mrs• Marlon Sanders , • • ... • • • • • •• ~ .viythe.v1U:e, \{a •. 
Mhri taura D. Somtf ord • • • • • • • • • .. • · .1.;e.dngton, Va • 
.M1sa t!.Athleon Saville . • • • • • • . • • •• ·· .. '·• Le;ic1aj$ton, · \ra. 
Mrs. Jan.e Cameron Seay ............ ., ., • G<?~·her1:, Va. 
·r.tr. '1',. B. Shackford ••••••••••. •• •• , J;,e~i,nG~on~. y:a. 
Mra. Uvlns.ston w. ::sv.iith .. • .. • • • • • • • .Lox,inGt'im, Va. 
Mrs. p,,. F .. ·::>terrett ••••• d • • ,J3uena Vt.st~, Ya. 
Mrs. ?~• R~ ;Ster.ratt ••••••• Hockbr1dge Be.~ha, .v.a. 
Mrs •. ~~arlk ·p~ stone • • • • • ·• • i• ttq~Jiol(e; va. 
J.1r .. L()~'.l:tf:i . ~yd.nor • • • • • • .. • • • Oll&rle~to;nJ\41. V.a. 
Mrs. Leslie Sydnor •. ChArle~ton, . ~w • . Va. 
JJrs. F• · L~ Slade ••••••••••••• . • · Uew ·:,York# N~ ·y. 

<· ' '.:;- .... 

Mr• oha,~l~s. i:>cniel Toller • • • • • · .. •• · . • ~e~ll'}gt;9n~ J/a .• 
11.rs. ' cl:ltlr~e~ :·Danhl Tolley ••••• • . . . .... t"x~n~ton, :1,a. 
:br. E~ ·-, p~• 'l'ornpkins . ••••••••••••• ~te.xirigton,' Vs.. 
f.1rs. E:. t:>. 'l'.ompkins ••••••••••••• Lexlrigton1 Vn. 
Cor. A. ti. J. 'L'ucker •. • • • • • • •. • • • • • Lexington, Va·. 
fltrs. A-,, '~ -.; ,J. :Tucker • • • • • • • • • • • • .L~~tc~~~~o~ .. '{~· 
Dr •. ' Ght1~laa· ~-·,. ·1ur:nor . • , • • . • • • • • • • . •. ,. • Lex~?l~.:~()n . ., ·va. 
V.r. C!'l,rrlngton Ce.bell '.t'utwiler • • .. •• Lexington,-· Va~ 
Major C. Carrington 'tutwller • • • • • • • • .Lexington, Va• 

. . 

J.~s • . T• M. Wade • . •••••• •· ••••• • .J'·•#J~.t<:>.n:. Va. 
Mrs. F.tnley,J'lo.daell • • • • • • • • • • • • .,,• , J;.e~lilg~(?n, fa. 
Mr. Walter hntts • • • • • • • • • • • • Na turd Br~ds.e I Va·. 
Mrs• V/alter Watts • .. • • • • • • • • • .. Natui'al aridge, v'e.e 
Mr• narrtrn;,t(jn Waddell .. • • • • , • · •• i.1;1JC,i,11s~or,i 1 ya .• 
Mrih CurtU Walton • • .. • • • • • • • • foit~~.r -·:er.~g~e 1 ) /a. 
Col. Pa?l Walles • • • • • • . , ,. • ~taxir}gto~1 , ifa,. 
Mrs. P~\ll' · Vl~lles • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • . •l.~~:lng,pqn, Va. 
Mrs. '.Mal".~l·i~U Penick We.st • ••••••• ,. 19 I.~dr$;~pn,: }la. 
Mre. ~~&1'doh'\Vh1 tehou!le • • • • • • •• • • •. , Ne\¥ ;to~;lit~ ; ~~< ¥. 
Mr. O!llyt·cm Williams ; • • • • • • • · • "· .. ~ •'i"~!;n,'5~()n, . ;Ytf..• 
Mrs. qe?rs~. ~ordon w1111am., ......... .. ·• ~ - ."G:o::tren, . ·va• 
Ra\'• · w~·>~ym~n \Hll1nms, D. u ....... Hampdefi ,Syi:lpey,: Va. 
Mrs. · .~r.t~er \''· wnsol} ....... ...... ... . t.exigg.~(>n, }la. 
Mrs. l~ . - D• )'iood .• , • " .. • • • • • , • • • •G()Shen, · Va. 
li_ev. Da.v1·d· .y;J'i~ht • • • • • • • • •. , Lexington., Va. 
Mra. Pavid Wright • Lex1pg:ton, . Va. 

~ ~ ... 
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·· l1E~tORIAL KOLL 

Members who have died a,tnca publlc(atlon of last Pro-
ceedings. {Alphe.bet1cally) . 

ftfra. tosi1a Lyle Ga~pbel.1.. 

Mrs. J·. M. copper -· 

Mrs. fl.. D. Corae 

tr.r.s. E(lmund 'J.'. Daoney 

Bl shop 'l'homaa · o. Darst 

Gen. Edvu,,rd H. DeArmond 

. Dr .. £{. L. Durham· 

t.ass ua1na· '!'. Gibbs 

Mr. · W11liam G. HoustoJ! 

Dr .. Georee Boll Ing · Lee 

Senator ~. 1 le s .. · fo1ndexter 

Mrs. N .. Deverl~ry · 11·ucker 

Ur. Curtis Wal ton 
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SOME HIGH•LIGHTS . OF. ROCKBRIDGE CQUNTY 

,J>., c,h11ily fiJvin~ porhops a:; nw<:h imporlont hisfory OS ony in Jhe coufllry. 
1._ County in which i\ lhu Nohirol 6ridge, fomous · througho1Jt the notion. From it Roel 

b1id9e Ccamly gel~ i.h nome . . l!s .fi,st owner Mr~ lhom~s Jefferson. 
,., Coooly where ti locoled ·0~1 institution endowed by G11nerol George Wiuhinglon, 

namely Wo~hington and lee University.,· · . >: .. · . . . 
A Couniy where is !ccoted the !o~t heme. ond the iomb, of .Generol Robert E. Lne, whom 

field Mor~hdl i.ord Wolseley coiled "The greatest soldier who ev~t lived." 
A County whern h locoted !he lad home of Commodore Moury. "Pathfinder of the Seoi," 

o designer ofthe fir>t iron.clod ~hip of wor, pioneer ln meleorobgy and in establish-
. ing lhe Weolher Bureov. . · ·· · · . · . ·· · 
A Co1J_!liy v.he1e is focaled . the lad ho1!1e ~nd the. fomb of General "Stonewall'' Jochon. 

His home now a hospdol r>omad tn his honor.. ·.· · 
A County in which WO$ born General Som Housfon. liberator cf Texos, Pre~ident of Texos 

Republic. Governor of . Tennes~ae, Governor. oJTe~os. 
A County in which was born Cyrus McCorrnid, inventor of the Reaper. 
A Co1Jnty in whii:h was born Gene1ol Som Doi&; stout. soldier~ legislator ofAlabomo ond 

of lvtississippi. · 
/\County i~ wlii<h was born "Big-fool" Wolloce, Jomovs inthehi$lClryofTei<a$; 
A County in which was born Dr. Ephraim McDowell; pioneer surgeon, "The Father of. Ah-

dominol Surgery: · · ... •· · · . , . , .. .. :: . 
/'\ County io which ore !ccQted two notionally lnown institutions of learning; Washington 

and Lee University ond the Virginia Military Jnstilufe. . . . · 
A Co.,nfy of whose citizens hove written and published no less than siidy·eight books -

p<mi!Ay more. about one author in eve~y32S 6f he( popul'l,tion. . . . 
J, Counly whid1 is the onfy one in Iha United ' Stole~. having three representotiyes in The 

Holl of fcime in. Washington. namely: . · ·. · 
· Genewl·Sam f-iouston wpiosonling Telli:is·; · · · 

Or. Ephroim t:.,okOowell representing Kentudy; 
Gerierol P.cbed E. lee representll'lg ,'f::lrgio!o. 

The Sidhplocc of Rev . Dr. Atchibald Alexander. Founder of th& Divinity Sd1ool of Princeton 
.University, · . . . . . . . . . 

The 8i1 thp!ace of Bishop William T oylor, of the Melhodi~t Chorch. wlio pr~oclied in more 
countries of the w9rld thoo any other mon ~h!) .evei: !lva.d. ~t;>rn ln a loe:.cobin at foot 
of Hoghdd Mountain. a three-ond·o'tiolfmifiioo tloUar hot&I in San ftandsco bear$ 
hi~ name. · 

Tha Bidhpfoce of Rev. Wil!lom Morrison; who by : exposing . QtrocitiM. cigoind nafivei in 
Affico by the l:lelgions orovu1d infelnolionol discussion . 

The 8irthploce of Mr. Sidn~y WilHc:itnsan, ooginHr wh~ bHili tho $otvn tt?eltin the Ponama 
Coflol. o stupendous undertoHng; cilso ·woler:wor~$ : in Pernambuco~ 61·a1il, and in 
Florence. Uafy. 

The Biithplac& of Mr . . Cho1les Locher . . e119ine11r who b~HI the Soult Soinle Morie ihip 
co.no!: lhe Chic.090 r.lroinoge conol, the Boston woter-worh dams. many· of the New 
York sub.way~. ond olhor oulstonding 'engineering projects. 

The cour~fy·s~ol , ~e•inglon. wa$ loid out ?n paper. aiido name chosenfor it. by the Stole 
· Leg1slohue, in 1777. before even a ~1te of the to.J.,n hod been seleded. 

And, . finaily , the only county in the Uniled Sf oles of America having lhe nomo -

ROCKBR1 DGE 

E. P. Tompliru, M. 0 ., Hi1torlon 

Le1in9ton•Roclbrid9• County Chambsr of Commerce. 
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DR. EDMUND PENDLETON TOMPKINS 

'fbe death· of • Dr. Edmund Pcndlefoi~ 'I'ompkins, which t,>ccurred on 

.. May.: 25th: .· 1952, , b~s i:c111uv~d . froi~1 the Hocklfrillge . Jiistorkal ·· Society 

one of its ·most .distinguished members: j.~~;Ql}\. the ' ofganization of the 

Socfoly; he · scfrvcd 1~1itl~ingl;>' :and \\·ilh · high zeat a~ iJs Lit>nu:ian. His 

labors resulted in . thf,' , ~cqui.sjtioz~ 6~ tiistoi;kal gifts and loans which 

· n:take a tnHy vahiablc reference .. Ubi:ilJY, ~u1d . ·.~.·· ~olledioo of articles 

rin(l \'C~-cral>lc iJ~¢mt;lllOc.s \~hi~h are . pdccJess . . 

lHs <.i~~ll • hl(crest ip UJ~e · hisip!·Y . and gen~afogies·· of' his' native ~ounty 
. :.. . .• . . . , . . : ~ . :·> : . . '- ... -: . . . - ' . . .• 

gave him a p<)siHon of outstmiding l~a~e1:$hJ~. ir1. Ui~ WQt·k as;.· historian 

and gcncalog~sl:, llisi'cse~rch~~ .in lhe records o~the ~ockbridge County 

.,Court llou~e . b~'.o~ght til .Ught .· inaiu~~er~bfo it~ms', ' · gra~e >and gay. from 
·- - • - : - •• > • • - - • - :- -- • ; - - - •• ' ' • ·;, ~ • -· - ~ : . • ,:' • • ; " -.- . - • • "~:. -·, • ,' : - • - •• - - -----/ •• 

thc; ··· ~lmosl·~o1;gt>Hen past ·· Uhrkccn -mind . solved< many Qf .. the. p.roblems 

oi · !u~,0·1 ' b i.si or~. 'J\1tt()~~s ·•· ~~ns~ · ·. <~l hi~l1 ·1o~aHy hf his>professiona l serv-

• ices brought: .. im . Uw ~conJide1v:9 . of a J~n~e · ¢1 i~.Qtel,e:.; 

Whifo .. lt~ckbddgc Counl~ · hist~u:y . is :ttie . dcher 'tor :his ,:York in its 

ai·ddves~ thc <' j1coplc ·of tbe:'c()\1nty arc the b~ttf!r .for his, services, not 

. only us ~n . h~;i~-~ri:aii ·}Ul,i ~ne of Ole ;fo~n~c1:s ot · th is· Society: but a iso as 

.· a ·pbyskiail ~nd ··· a~ .. u ·. ·civi1;-mindc<l .}1Jcm~er,·. · ·~{ -tl\e c9f11n~u11iJy . . Up to the 

·very fast: 'pr~ '1'01i1pk'Jns:'gave <•this '•i\ind; · hcad · ai~<;t; h~n<.I t~tne promo-

tion of th/ bes( intci~~~~ts ~( th~ county at)d of Lexlpgton. Like the 

!\J<:ist~r h1 whont . lu.! had uns~crving faith,. he, loo, "Went about doing 

good!' t.t:iy the rcc.:nUcction of this good man -.ml. his altruistic services 

ever i.nspil'e us to press on tu the fullest realization of QUr dl'eams. 

UH. MAHSHALL W. FISHWICK, Secretary. 



~oreword 

For Hie'• past few decircles local history' h~s receive() , an. · increasing 
.·· .. aniount. ,•oLatferihqn . . l~ ; is,: s<>de_tJ~w likt? ,, th<?, ftockbdt)ge .l1tst()rica,l . that 

. are xe$p0.P:si~le fo~ i~1cre~si~g this}ntC&:e·st. ' We, '\ifofo fo ' li?cRhridge, 
ha Ve a' v'ery .··rich :~e.filage to JicrservCi lor milny. of Ollh n ational ' heroes 
l~;iVe been born in or-htlV~ been closely 41ss9cia:te1t with. t,h~ c<>u11Jy, many 

. famo~us , ~du~l}lots •.. dJyif1CS ... Ul)d ·.· scl~~U~ts ,, g.?i ji;eir- st~d in · ~l!r .. early 
schools ·or h~ve ~e~n · drawri to •. their siiccessor .. in'stituHons: · Pron1 the 

· ... days when . thtCpione~L·s of B~rden',!i ,01iant · were ti bulwadcagaiJ}st ·the 
Indians, on thru . our eprJy. i~:,oit Jndusti'.1;. f~.c . da;y~ 9t the · ~~~~aljers' '• 
the west ward emlgrntion of . the . eight'eei( fruiidred~ .· antl . ihio' Uie .. pr*;?~ 

·se'~t(!.entury,Jneno;-aJ~d 'Vtqn~J;~ ~f n~~~b,~id~~ hnve .... l~ft .·. th,Jir .,mark upon 
the 11ru?11· .}'l1,~ ·. ~oeiety 'hii~ . tl great charge to . keep' alivec . ihi~i·est, und 

· f•~dtitl\t~rescaidl' in':Hifa :past. · .· · 

. ·•.· NQ~\! tn.:its fUte~l}th y~ar,Jhe sqcfot;has ~ ll\e~1betship ·· ofrilo1·e . than 

.. ;;~~a~~d=~:·,"c~~t:b;~;,;~1e:!~i~~~j:t:;~~~f~~~¢\!';;se~,~~ 
·. back~d· ·:P:t~blicllUwi qf) l ~ist.9r1, QJ U1cecm1pty. (;t~r~1=ntlttli~ 'orii1nizaUon 
i~ . sponsQring . a11 }ssay . c(}~1test . in th~ · 'sch()ofs·. (~f jb~ .· ·~ouiity ·. under 
the direction ,:or · ·~rrs: ·· cfiarfos McCuH<>eh; ·wbicn althoti'gb but. · ~n · lts first · 
year, }las . aJreaµy produced ' seve1'.al fine pieces of original research. 

- :·· ··,,·_._,,:. · :.;·· - . ,' . :·.- · -· -.. . , . - ·· .. :· . . . 
·-:-_·_,:; 

·· v6iutite<4 • .. of .:the.' soclcty'sproceedings , .. .tries .. to , su,mm;!ri~~ .. the .·mafn · 
c(fort~ , of. ,.· itS ,fllc(nb~r~~\!i~ · .. ~(!l'Y,9ep ·· .. 19.~9·1~53 ~ . ,c\PPfC.(!i~tio? .: i$ ,, here . ex· 
ptessed . to .• ~u the· Jne~1~efs .. wh.o· ~~v~ . had a' 6arf ' in ; pret>~ting this 
vol u~ne~ .1>'itHlcufiirl y' "tcr r»r: . Cha·i·les ;Turner .•. and to'. I>r . . :ltfar$ball Fish­
w icki · 'whri;; jn'"'addilioQ cio> their · Ofh~r JllilJO~; :'· C()J;llri~u~iq,µ,s .;~O . the pr-O· 
gress of:t~e $·oe,iet}t, f1ave .bt;~n r~srwn~ibl~~- (01~,.i~s pubHcatiolt ·· 

·L~ui·se Houstoii Atexan<i·~r. •President 
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THE FRENCH GUNS AT V. M .L 
by Miss Ellen Anderson 

Facing the oldest archway in front ··of the V.MJ. Barracks stands 
the lmmze reproduction of Jean Houdon'.sJifeHke $latue of Washington. 
q~o,r~e ~'a~b~ngtg~ J>P.~<!.d ,f9r JIJis •. ~t ~fount . Ver~~n, . aµ.d ..•. the mal'ble 

. w~s' c~~rte<:r b yJlou(.l'()i( ~bn:se~f: ii1tq: hiif s~udic:t, .T:h~·· ·brpnze replica was . 
1!•¢ · f~r~t -~()_n¢. c.~s~.·; :by}h~. il.rtisf ·lA/:illi~ ·t[f ·J·;·. ' llubard: ·u,ra~~ $iX · repr~d uc­
t~on~ ·. from h1.s . or1ginal .plaster ·· east Hub.atd ·also · pamted a portrait of 

.. · F'ran¢i~ : a : .. Smilb·;.wliif£h ·i~ at y :M.J; '.·· '. .. ·,. ··. ·. :. ·· · •... ·•····.· ·.····. . ... ·· 
· · : .·· · It :. i$ . ~pph>prfale/!Jid~ed t~~:t · · 1~~hig· t}lJs: pr;01ize :washington statue 
onb9th '~iPc.~ _sfa:1 ... ·.·.·. · ·· Ff:e.nch ·~(. Thes~ ~hins · whjch . 'served ' in the 

. :. def<:µ~e pr . Xf?'1~~w:w1•;· .4\#p7~k ......... ~~•t/JJaU~ntr~f:~µ~,~·· alH~s: who aided 
-~~~ ~.~H~r!Fa,Ji <:~Li$,~{ .... .. ., ·-~ p\~·gn~~~~.~~t',~~?,~P~l rif .~~·~ .·b~~\~ty ·pf· design 
mher~nt m the ~F~~~c~< . fi:l~.~- ;f:bf;!Y'..~re - !Von~~ pf '1; 'J?ng · st'1~Y: The ro· 
mantle stol'y of then· long rest at the bottom' of the York Rtver; and the 
subs~q9.en~ Jaisitig of J!Jc guz1~,, can be. re~d hi CC>fonel WHUam Couper's 

. histo~y ;.l>.f.V;:~;t·· · ; .. < ~ ·•·• .. · ... · '. · · .· .. •·•·· , .. < •• ·· ... •. ·· · ·. · ~ · · ·; . .. ·· · .. ... ·.· .. ; . ··•. · 
··. ·· .. :w~a~ !4ng,r,e~c,~~·i;>o['1isloi'.Y \v¢.f:~: pa$sec;JJh>;o~gh '.~Y .tl1ese now .voke· 
le~s w~~pQn~ ·~r ;l\lilf'; J:!~~ · b~ )yeU' di$cussed b:l : ~~udents· 'of ihe : past two 
cenf~ii'.lf?~· lljs rat~l'C!t }J\c . Pl!rp~s~ ·~f thi'.s wflt(!r ·to P()l'lray lhe feelings 
of those in Lexili'gtorf for these ' guns; . ,; • .. · · : ... ·. .· . . · · 

What. child of Lexington has nothad 'his early riding .lessons astride 
th~ Fre.~~~ · ~~psg 9ne;,s . J1~rs~;·o~t~q . to~~ .~er.•:h~rg.e§ .t~eEe . to the sweet 

· q~J~.t · i,>arape ,:,gWtiPiJ ,~n ., ~·.. fll.~t<J~t f!tirlle;r d'1~s~ . double . rows of trees 
. sha9~ittM. *1*J)t',11:ti4 :~~n:~ . · · .. . , ~n.tfpq l;itill~g sµq·9u!\4e.(l ;\h~ ~opp~r gum~. 
·· '}?lie · ~~~l~~w··cJiiJd ;, ipigJ~~ .... lip~}) · · 111[ HHL g;µns ?t9 ' ·t~K,.~ a glorlpus ride. 

holding · to Uie ·dolphins on cacb •: .liuJ~; .· ·· · .. ·. > · · . . 
R. E. Lee himself must have loved those relics of a glorious past. 

Many great 'figures have passed these guns, such as P. H. Smith, Colo· 
nel J. T. L. Prc.ston, and Thon1as J . . Jackson among. others. 

nut of all the ~v~nts . which happened before the F're:nch guns, une 
starids out in the btlld reli.Cf at1d stark· tragedy. · Thi$ \Vas the lying in 
stat~ of_,tJ•~ ; ... ijoqy·::Qf . Q:~nerarfl'h9J.tla~ J ,• .. ,J.,<:1'st,ip. A[t~r bis. untimely 
death; his body wJ,ts ffrst faken : to. t~e Gov:ernor··s inansfon in Richmond 
and fhtally .. s.e.·n. t by.· e.a•.tal .. l:>oa.t l.9 L.· exin. glo.n. A .. b.ody o·f . town. smen were 
chosen to meet . the >·hero.- and ·' his mprtal remains were placed on a 
caisson apd pulled up the MU by _the group of men and boys. 

'}'he fl;it: draped coffin wa;i . pJ.~cedinthe tower room where all might 
view, ll~s '.re~~i~s , bef or~ .. fin?l ·fiur:iat :·bt. •t~~ Le)(iltgtpu· cemetery_ 

· ' AH~r fhe···.·'rat ...• be•\v~~~, ··· (h~. ··st.~tns. ··.·Jnany ~· omcer~<of the .Confederacy 
set:v~d '. VJvU:•· near 'tile :guns: :Fo'r¢most :·af!iong. these · was .JQh!l Merce1· 
Brooke, inventor of the l3.rooke gun, and · designer of the ffrst iron cla<l 
ve.$fel. Full ·details · of his nautical achievement ure preserved in the 
Marilie ~fuseum" at fortress· Moni:Qe·: . . ': , ., · .. , ·: ·.· ... ····. . . . · · 

·.·· ... · ..... Ot~et bi~ Jig(#~~~'~;; tbat· :· nlu~t· have'.0 passed: · lhe ··· French .gi:ms ctaily in 
cl.ud¢~/~lat,li¢\'.v ' F.-'i '.~l\t:i~.r:y, ·' th,~ :P~tll~Ji:n.Je.r '_ of 'the s.eas, . and' WilHam B 
Blair .(lf Te~as ' :~~d•Mexican ;w~r./; ~'1)~1e,' ·' l)oth: ·~tnployed at v.-M.l. 

· .. ' The· ; ;~t.eresUng story.· nf , 'r~i~i~·g., ~he '. Fret)ch ; gu~s>iQ ·. , 1859 from the 
Y9tlf Rivcrj·,' a·n~ ;:ca1•rylri~ thcm .to ;-Gapital.Squa.re ··: in .· !licbmond . . as weH 

. as t~eir . .issignmerif 'A-0 ,V:~lJ .. ')Vh~~eJh~y· W;CJ~e added:>lO the ones sent 
to tbe gromi:ds in 1839, bas -been: well tQJd. by Colone.I Gpuper. The twn 
large . 9.rnasnented nin_e pound guns were nan1ed "!}Aurore" and 
11L;iJ·~~~td~Y 'l'bcr~ ·V1('te.·.a~~o :'tw.o ·of !iix ~poum:lers . ~.ent:~o V .M.I. These 
gim~ • . and others · UkfJ'' thcm· wei·e •. tnm.d .. by ;tf\c Cnn(µder~ey. hll vin_g been 
r:ecast by . the; '1'redeg~1~:' :bon ·· Wor~s ·· of. '.Richmond.·.Some of theni were 
used by the ''.Letcher Ba(tery."Someof .them were taken by the northern 
for¢~s/ 1~9se al.:V:. ~t,;t '. .~~r~ ·bi-cmght..up ·. the · J~nws , River Canal, and 

· w.eN --pulJ¢d .:1p,, f~·or:n ihe· wh~d by o.x:t.1r1 .owned.:hY. . Andrew . Reid 
.•. ·· · J\ '(lilrt of thjs .st9ry fa base(} on. personal· r(!t()HecHons and observa· 

Uons of the speaker. and from slories: hi?finJ · from thtJ~e Jong since 
gone. 



;THE CASTLE 

Quite appl'.o.priat~Jy~ · ibe ... Uoc;kbric!gc , llistQ(.ical .. tocJe(y , b~$: its home 
in . one . ~fJl'le nwsthistoric ,. bµildings_i~ tbe :.cQupty? ·.:The . Castle," as 
it ·is· gcner;i.lly cnJ}~d. < ls Jocate.4 ..• nca~ .~ ~}lesHe . , . . one Qtl~e to~o< main 
spriHgs, hi t~ie . center of. low·n, f]OW cO'-''(~red- ov~r li~t~elS' ilf1.Jl; i:9adway~ . . 
~uilt . spon aft~F . ~e~ff'.l~t.np >s in<ii>rno10#"io11: J,tf ·; .tpe,Jju.il4f.i:ig .. ·was at 
first>u.sed .. forJ<t,YY-~r·s .9#!¢b~ . • ~l ~ay yerY. 've t~e/llM¢$rhqµse stm 
st~ndiJ)g wjth~n)be JPWO Jimi~·s, '11))~65 it ca .·· .. ···•·· J{).'~os$es,~hiti" of Dr. 
l,ivir1gs~on W:nd<leJl: \V,ht) _ liv'C"d ~Jn d~·~h~ttsc .'nc~t.do()r .. io ; ~-~·~ ~4$Ue on 
Wasl~Jt~glo1~ · ai~<l .. ,ta1l~~~-lfb :· &(ri:t!t~2.'J'his . 1t.?h~s9n'le . ~atJe( slrHei~rc, of 
modified 'Gc.orgfan,"dcsig11, ,\v~ls bfriH; aroun,d '183(1. · ·' · · · · · 

.·. . • ~itcr :,thri ! . \Vat . bct;~(!E!n .• t11c. Sti.it~L \~J~~ . ·stu·~·~iiti ; ca:~~ 'fro in au 
· uvcr.Jh~ . :s~.µth __ t9 , ii(~c[ltl : ''(_} ,91\qrnJ t~~c's.,_sc~.o,ot' ; fWi · t9n ·.·· Collegc, 
no~ .-. w~.shin~Jort:;ili<J h,{?~ '.Jllii¥~t,~i.b>; :'t11~· . .£a~O~f .'f\'\.as ·J •... ··· ...... :·tn~~ living 
quaf:teis . Jot stu~~µts_~ ''Yh9 Jtio~\t~ek fn!iuls ~ ; l~1 ·, tbtL. tia~~!n~'1t: ··of nr. 
Waddell's own h'<:une::,This ·· ai'ra:nge~il~iH J)crtaf(),~tl tlntU '}695~· w}!en the 
la~t $t~_dctl{\\'.as room:c<:f· thQre: · · · · " ,, · · · · · · ", , · 

· hi ,i92o· ..•• tlje· hu.ildini ~;~~f 11omc nc;~ 'duor- can1i iilto.'i~f •P.~s~e$sion of 
th~ )ale , Jlal~ }l()U~~Pil, , ~01'. S~Ve.rat r.e~rs t~e .• ~astl~ ':wa.s; re9t~d to stU· 
d_eirJs ~nnd · p,On-stt~rlents; . A f pi~ <lbiit:li •. 'PrqfcsS.cn::: Uoµ$(q1(.::t~~el'.()~sly will­
ed · tile' ·castle tc{ the Jtockbtidge Jlh;lorieal ' ~~c~~ty; whteti : h~s· .;ma'intain· 

.· ed it as .if!:i h~:adqua1:tei:s eve(.since. _ · , ' · ·· · ; · 

"EPHRAil\f McDOWELL, .:eroN·EER.SURGEON :· 
,· ~. ' . . c,· . •. - -~ . . . . . ' . . :·. • •' ·:. : : . .· .. . . ··:~ :.' ; ·' - '.· . . . : . · ... 

by ,Dr. K P: ·Tompkins· ·· 

.The i. a'nc~~t'ty:>of · the . ~tctiowe,fr :fri111ily. c:aii , .11~ ' vac~u · ·back t<> . Ul~ter, 
; .Jn~fan(f;· Ephr,aim '~le.Do\Vcll:c~me , f<r'om,:1relan4 · to. P~llJ)sylvaAia . in 1729. 
Ili .. lrlp7 •,he ca1ne with' .. his JuirrHy 1and '$CUl~d ·in .the.; ·lqwet<'S}\enandoah 
VaUef > • · •• · · · · · · · · · ·· · .. · . · • · · 

At this Hn\e he was 64 y9~r~s ,()f, age, and was Qllt-. oCthe .tirst while 
, m~n *' settle . in . }l<>:e1cprid~e.; JH~ :gr~n~,gra~ , · .,, ·afau .:naz)1~,ct>ltphraim 
was :· :horn ifi ~Rockbddge, CP:un~y : hl· l77:l.. ,fn<1 . . .. is .br:~ght:;yp~l\g . man 
went to the>U,1111/,~rsl~y , ht; E.~jribiu0gh .to<s~.udy ?ip~ icilJ:~i:: ·~ber~Ji~ '. 'stayed 
for . hv.o · y.~a,rs: :rh~n.>he; i:"efitrned!:hml'\c ·. to , ;V.ir~ipi.a '. ; lo .:. l>t~~tiee·; . Gifted 
and :,:~nerg.etic; pe ; w~sun9pµpt¢dly · ttie µ1ost : 4tst~~guished : sµrg(,?on west 
c,f · .. ·the • AU~gh,eni~s. ~- He: di'il ·at~·: .$t1rgi¢~ J:. ·· oi~ei:~tipP.~ . ,th~n ,'pradj<:ed; . and 

was. ,~s~ed~-11'~, ~~cc~s~ful •· il1 -lithptofl1y; ·><. > ·• ·.. ... / , . ·.··•···· .. ··. · _· 
. ·. ' i'1i:&so9.j ,-!our·t~~n ·year~: att~r l~e bega*·~ P:~achc.ei · h'i~ ;gt~at oµpQrtunity 
c;lfr•'(?. ln;ct.b~ :·J(lne Todd ,-Crawfor(J ·op~r~~i'on; :be te,1~9ve:~ :aJ .. · ... ·· tumor, 

,_. t fie first op'<fraliou ·:iir , History ,,wfiicb inv,olved.' ppt'Jn ing up 'fhe .· domen. · 

·. · _··~·- ~·i>tl~:: . ·(); _ -t.i-ie '· great ···pa~4find~1·s· ···· ·1n __ ..• i\z1;~~i~nn ··. mecil~ln~~.:a~~ --·~urgery. 
has been inorc •bon0:rcd hy his _,prvfossJon. :Ui~;; P.ri?.d~y;:: ill ·>Jb~ - fi~ld of · 

· · sdt'geryjviis - · IJtai~jly.~established >in: Ms,·biographf"by· •. : l'rQfe$s.()r ··Samuel 
·D: Gross in '1852, ·and.iJi ···· l879 ·Kcnhtcky erected b itH>iJument ·over · 
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his grave in Danville, Kentucky. 
In 1909 lhe GY1'1~c9logh;al Society hcl.d a New Yor~ .rrieeting in his 

honor. :anq thtf p~,i>~rs .' wci·e pp~Hshe<f in a volun_1e ~nown as. the 
·~M~[)owelt Ccn~cnriiat.r' ' He isJ10tto1·ed in aU aecquqt~. of American sur·· 
gery. < >-" .· .· . . , . . · . . ·· .••... ...... · . ... ... ·· .·· > . . , ... · > , · 

1'be ~irthplace o( ,l*tlrs> Jane Todd CrawfcJ~d., ·on -WPQ_r1' · lie made the 
.: hisbn:ic· o~er~ti-011;. w,~s )llpl~$L ~er.tainl)'' on :Wtiistle · :f11.:¢¢~. ·near what 

,. is: ·no\\l . :~~atty's:' ltlilt ' l"{o , 'a~es.~befic~ except .la,udaiJum •·wei;e . U$ed .. The 
patie.nt was·. sU·apped· lei · the tiil,)l~; ~nd r~pe~tM ' tJi~ . f sal*1$ . durin.g the 
opcr&tion. Mrs"' Qra\Yf~qi ~fld<S~:)fAr r~t:o11·~req 'in 'fiv.~: <Jays that she was 
a.bl~ .tR · l~ave · b~[ ~d; S-0i11~ ,IJ:l(!4ic~t:~~t1l~t,i.W~s : att~c~ed; his__ firs~ · P,Uh· 
hst)ed . ac~9unts (Jf . th~ .· opc~atJon ()~>tbe; grou!l€!~ tlia~ · 1t ,was unposs1ble. 
Dr: '.Nf.cl).o\\iell. :hi tifoe f ui;ced his detn1ctqrs Jo ad mi~ ' their 1llistake. 

Following the address _and dinner. a pilgrimage was made to the 
McDowell family cemetery · m~ar the home of· Mrs. James Alexander, 
and ·to the· ·birthplace of "· Jane -Todd Crawford in ·· the. Whistle. Creek 
Community · .· 

l'flrn GRIGSB-ys OF . ROCKBRIDGE 
, .. ;-.: 

by Dr. l1'itzgeraJd Flournoy 

[Note: 'I'he title of the paper of which the pages following are an 
abridgement is, in one sense, not strictly accurate. The purpose of the 
author was to study the Rockbridge ancestr¥ of Hugh Blair Grigsby 
(180,6~ 1) ratl~er th~n study tile Grigsby~ t}f Rockhpjd~e for their 

. ow~ ,L :,e,-,, 'ftle: a~tl~or 1 t~er;e~~ff~, · ,}1'.as . conc~nt~~teq qn .the ' di_rect line 
· ol H~gti Ul~iJ: Gdgsbt an<l ;.: ll'~ 'lllade: n<»<a~~empt rlp , stydy , 1h~ Grigsby 
mMTt~ges · a•1'd , (:oqn~c~w~s; wht~lkdp,, ,,nqt ~011.~ern. -ll.~s su~nect, 1 . . 
· .• ··. Al11°'fifJ:,th¢: ~reat and good;1nt~n \vno· have trace(} ~: tbeir ~ncestry to 
Uockbridge , ·Cou~ty • . VirgJniai " ~s · 'llug~ Blair Grig$by'· (l806:.t881). one 
of the emlnent ··V'irginians of ,the •uiqcteenlh century; _·· .·_: .. · . · •·. ·. 

During: the first . half of ~is life . t.k . Gri~sby Iiv~d in - • ~is native Nor~ 
folk~ where hc · wa~ ~cll: kno\'Vm~s an '· ~rator; a pol~tici<in; and a pub­
li$1let: T~e : ~eevn(i· )~all o'.J his H(e was. •sJ?enf 011 ~:pta11taUon "bi Charlotte 

· Co4nty, · wb~re · ieisure, .· P4!rrnitt¢~'-",llit:Jl , : lo , 'c~lttvate ~~s' scholarly bent 
and" : t() beco~e ,an b:rvah,1able ~ecc:J~d~r of' ~eg·' and . i!'.v~nts •ln· ··some of 
the ca·rJy passages . (Ii: 'Vfrginla•rhis•ury: As a· ·poet anU a ' n1an ·devoted 
to Htei-ahire~ ·'hewrote :history' and ~tography '\vJt4 tbe peri :uf the artist 
no less than · \vilh thC' •care: of ,;the scholar. 

The tt}ui·r · i':(lc.ords,··ti( St~ffqrd ;•aticf :'Kil\tt . ,(;eorge Comities indicate 
that wet!> ' \vcre· Grigsbys' .'in the ·'n:ortfatr~·.· co.uoli~s pf \(frginia~ The first 
ancestor of _ H11gh .. _Blab'. Gdgs~y to . em·~t·ge •. clearly ·is • ~ohn Grigsby, 
the historiai(s _,· great-grnndfat9~r1 .·· :\vho :\y4}~ . ··born ' h1 Stafford County 
in ' l702, ·' He .·. mardeff.··~nusa(tna'. · . 'l>tchl~on _ . of ·.· CitlJ;>ep~r -... County in 
1746;""ind ; thei1" · eld'~st so11/ ·bornin O.r~ri~e ·· 'Co!lnt~; · · ort .,,· November 10, 
I l481 wa~>JariieS:: .Grig~qy•; ·· t}te g~ilnd.father ~f Htigb Bl~ir Grigsby. Ros-

. ant1a died', iif .1761, 'a1Hl ' ':John, Grigsby; -man~ied 'Jane ~orter. of ·· Orange 
Countr~ ' in '1764, The : yotinges! ~f :tlle 1Ii~e ·childt:en .<Jf this i:narriagf~. 
born m 1780, wa$ Ucuber~ Grigsby of Hl(!kory, 'hH. · nea~ Qlasgow, m 

· . Rt,ic~bth,lge: Jk' was a · ca11tain' ir1 : the ·. War of ~8'12, a member Of ·the 
· lfouse'. of Delegates; Sherif!· O:f - ~o'ekbridge, ·'T!'ustee of .. Washington Col­

lege;·· a1id· fllvorit~ .·- grcat-tmcle and" cuu~iil~ of Hi1gh Blafr::Grigsby • 
. · ... Johii $.rigsbf boughf '~460 _ ,ach~s ;fo ~ .•. ihc · (t)t'ks ···o{ .fii,¢.James River" 

on NQven:~bel' 2. _1779,'·ThiS wascvitl~nHy .his ' Fruit HHJf~i-n1 . on Buffalo 
· (:1'cck,' Hf ~ddcd to 'it;' , btit be acquired ri'o otbc( farn} iu the county, 
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a1Jd. cqnthmcd .to live tl1..;rc u••~ll hiS dcat11 _ oltA~dl 7, _l79·t An inven· 
tritY:Jakc1i ort J*llY 5 Hf the s~ni~ yei.tr ·?cts a v9Jge o{. $~~.l : 1?-~d Qll his 
personal · pto).>crty. An1!>11g his·· possessions wcte ·nine 1kgt:qp~,' nine 
hprs~s. ;. l'~'.-~J~lx:scvl,'ll ._ <:~ttl?, fo~·ty-six bogs ... <Uid . tl~Jrty . ~,W\!P· .-· A;ccording 
to. a · d{!Sr:;:cnc}a'il~ •. Joh11 . • ·. Grig~by, was ·. ·~a . hurd=wodtl~g .. Jndll;s~dcms ·.man . 

. and . \\'as) a ~c11 .~vHr Ns .J;tst . Hhwss\~;hile ' coriP'crl)l~t a 'to~4c~p· J~og"she<,ld." 
. ll~s \y~s Jl:lefjtsngr_ayefn t~lc_ y~i·d, .~,f .J .alling ~Pr.ir1g.· c;hu1;¢.h;\Yhcre hi.; 
. epit(iJJICin ycts.e. 1.r.i~y ~~~ J~?lfJ<ld.:tY- 0> · .······ .. .... · .. _.···.·.··· .. · ... <. · ... · ... · •-· ... < , . 

.. ·.· James. firJ~sby ;. thc; ~t·~11df•itlu:w: ofJl~1gh Blai( <:;r,i.g~by, . bor~ ":Jn 1748. 
· ~1\a1·ri<td:; \in · 116a~ : f:r~n~c·s . 1w1·t~t~ ·· ~P9>ii9 a$ : ~~r~~ii~;~;·· J . Y~l!µ~~r ·. ~ister 
· of ·. ttis ~tep~1oth~.('Jn '1778;:. '\vh¢Q .• the, ~()tn:{re'Cords ·o'f ··Ro~l?~rtdge county 
begin> b~ was ' ah;'cndy ~fofre frading Jn land:" It ,~as 'fr(un ' hhn; · in fact, 
that his fathet bought the Fruit IIiU tract. He was. also the owner o1 
lots numbN· thirtrcn. and nu1i1bcr three in the. odginat t-in\•1i >of · Lcxiu; · · 

, ton ,.. . , ._ , .. .. .. ·· . . : .·. . .. _. · ,: : . . . ··.• .. ·.··.·•····· .. · . . 
·· .. I htgb ·Bk.di' ·. G.i·hI~by • lH$ists . }hat .. iLwus :Jam~,;>~ . · '11~s> g1·~~1df?Hl'er, and 

and· ri~t . JohQ.~ ·>a!i ;1>o:h1e •hilY<Y'-tbougbt-/ Lwh(} · e11couale:rcd; .t~e :-party, -0f ·the 
Marquis de'. Cbtis~cHux in the . woods of · Rockbridge,.•gu~dcd :- ~hcJ:n· to . the 
Natiiral Bridge, and -put them up for the night at his house not very 
for away, whct·c the French noblc1nau was cheered by the beauty . of 
the Grigsby::<'.ia,H:gf1Jprs ?ttd dei>r~s~c~I bt:Utc;:.f:a~Ltha·tthete was __ nothin~ 
but whiske'y · to il1~ink . . Next 'mornhrg··Grigsby supplied the . Marquis \vHh 
a fresh h~r~c a~1d rode with hin1 to Grechlee Feta•y,. pointing out two 
plantation}.;' a.lout! the> ·Jmiws River which . he had occupi~d _successively 
nnd had then sold. . · · . · . . .. 

At the liJ!lc w~ci.1 .his eldest son was m·daincd a i:'.£CS~)'terian minis­
tcr,-j.amcs ·Gtrgsby --oceupied '. a fat;ii1;in · H~ri;s~ Bo(M1n.· ttiepl~cs.~nt sire 
of lllicria :Vjsta; .. O . .• · _.·. . . . . .. · .. . ·. . . . · ... · .... _. . _· . . · > ,-'~''. ····. ..· · ·. • 

·~rran~i~''" .Grigsby. ' the : Ikst wife ·. of J~~rs· ': apneai·s, as ,·· g:u~rantor 
· fo ·· h1fr JJusbut\dl~ J?l'(}P~i·ly 'sales as late ~s,~Dcc~~1ber :a.~. • 171{~.- aft~r . ~hkh 
bei~ iiafllc; uppeu~s ~, no;: fiiore; The· sec.011d~-wi~e:'(i(i;Jain~.st wa$ . ~f(e · widow 
,of Cot()·nel> S.nmuef,\YD:Uace· of..- Rock'l:Jridge;>Afte~ :thf.'; · secorhl\ h1arriag 
J atnes nmved-· to·-. teniless·ee: .. wlfoJiei ·· say$', hls" · g1~ftd~on,' 'JheY-,·h:a,il: a ·.·large 

·· family of. . c~1Ud1:~n.;' Rcqben . ·Grigsby·,,~ <YQ _ ... ·? t.l'it> ' :.th,.~:oug~;t!l~enne~see . i .1 

·1327; f(}t1ndJ~1nes. ueady. <~!ghtY' ' years.,,of iage,:~ Uv.i:~g, - Q~:r~)i't~ t;.rl;m•·.in ·_::i 
pre I ty ,~alley n:r•d·;:.being· sµppqrhed,. try Hie Ja~~f:r~· ()f ~Ayu ; son$. • .\\' h<> .\vere 
yet , chihJr'cp. ',. ;; , .. <'.> • . . · .· >· .. ·•·. • • .- .• ·.· .. · ._ ,, 

. . ·. ·· . Be.nJa1i'liu f.t:ir~cI. .·Gd gs by., . .Jhe, fl.lt.h~i: .. ; <~( ... Uug,h > BJ~k. ,Jvh9.; ~.as . th~ . 
<?ld¢;St'.· s<)~tr.gf; 'J.)ni1~~; aqct ; F'r,~rlc:~s. :. Pc:>rtcr: (l~igsby. c-Wali,· b!>nl~Jn .-~Oran~r . 
GqJ1ot11:,:·io J7f:U ·<lf:l¢;: · c,a1ne Wt~h :; h.i$ ;parents: · · JQ;,thfit . V:ollJfo,y.,_,_ U~: ;.stt:tUied 

: .Htct'.~tpt¢ AlJt~• JhepJqgy,,L itJ ·. Li~;~l,'b ,J~~ll '. A<?~id~s~\y .. _ .µp~.~t- . ~;h.e . R.~v . . Nfr, 
. WUH~1U, Gr,aha1u: /fh~ ,H~-y: ;Arthilt~!Jd;·!~l(}x~J1d~r.1 .:J1i~~-:c1a$snu1t~_; · ~ hd hiS 
, c0Ueague+ oi1~1::- famo~s· 1ru~s1P'na1;-~:.;Jp~u:ney, .. $ay~- ol h11q; .·'.'· .·' .• •·.: · 

'.'Grigsby was a·. young in:;u:r ,of ; t;il.en~s: , m1<.l:·sG'.l~Qlarship, , ;i1lQ w~s also 
. a f.11~~\; ~peak.~r~ .• Jlpd , pq~ses,s~d '. _ ,of .,~U:~)' _._nQ~'. · p9~t;1la.r /P:l.an~}ers, In the 
. the<)lpgk~~ .. ; : clas~)\';l!J~lt .stuqJt~l ': tin~l~r · ~ti·, (f.ti\bam he .was·• j1n(,iuubtedly 
the J11yc>1'itu of ,hi~ · lc•~cl~cr/' ' • > .. _·.··· · < > .·······- ·.· _.· 0 ; ' . . ·,.:i ·.... .··_··. : .• . ,, · · - .; "11~ , tljc \;tu,i~m~1·,~vJ :litJ2J~uliln1•Jinl;rig~py,_ :ig~d t.\~cJ}t~·lwo·;~·i,1(,f Archi-
l~ald .-A)~xa~iqer. ·: .• <tged . 1\V;~nfyi'.~ · ~otl~ : o~,.thep1, :. 1'.~ce1it(y • .. . lic.ei~s¢d.· bv .. _•tcx-

. · · ;~.g~~lt~,~i<l;~~Y:r~~fi~if !'.~m~~:~~•·f~~~~a-ri~t~:.~~- : ~~--~;~~f~; ~~i~J~r~~~l'~0el:11 
. h~a vm g · tfic h(>usc:: .oJ .l~um~s ·- (~L'.!~~h }'. \tn _n11r.Cs n_otlmt\, ~'-lcy ·. n~dc acro!iS 
·. the llli1c: Hidge 'by' ;1 ht'.J<lfo ,j):iUv ·•, tu-.1)1:czkh/' · ~s Ale*~ud~~· j)t(b it. ."tP 

a ,c1Je.01!J~of __ ,v.hpt!}: ~c ; ~ri~\}', 11ptt~i~i1V' '· ·· < -': ._ .· ... · .o .. ;_.·'. _··; .. ·' ~ .: \.· : 
· .· •. • Jb1s>. was. 'a /~r1tJe~\k·Jn1w .m. Jhc ; ln~lory of -Vlrgrn,1~, cJ;u~n:l!~s . . The 

.. · Episcqpal Church> l~•lcly ::~Hscs~,iiblisl,)e~l;.oijaci · nqt-~u,t~y ;<ad9plcd- J tsclf t11 

new:.-~ondJth>ns. a1\~l -~1H lHiugh:: Hie :Mcthpdisfs :, aJ1.<l . Ua1'llist~ .• -... i;v¢i:~ - act ivc, 
tJHTt~_._,\\·t~rt~ . · ~gn_r ., u\~•·!~\ ('~)~Jlfl1tf•.ii,P•·~ ,wUb,/:t,}b - ~: ~·~:~i~'t~1: ' .:r~U~i~>,tts . i•1struc, 

.· llt19; .an(f_.oJl!e•:s wtugtr · had '.";l\,Oi~c .. ~·t alt;>Ft;t>nr t.hc .. YaH~y . ,stronghold 

. of. Presbyt~danisli1," ihe1·~fo1'.~_. ,· l~*se tw<i b~:Hl.iant 'young_ ilihfistcts . w~nt 
f t'.irth to a field where the harvc$t wis pleritctms and the rnape·rs were 
few. 



Through A11~herst, wher~: they preached in an _ Episcopal Churcb, 
and ' Nelso1t and Buckingham; where \Colonel William Cabell and Mr. 
Joseph CabeH. thougb }!:p.i~c<maU~i.ns, e11tcrtaincd -and e1icouraged them. 
the bo¥ evang~Hsts - p~ssed to the Ptesbytel'ian co~1mtmity of Charlotte 
·and ··Prince Edwarch 'vb.ere th~ :R~a~~ ilnd the Vena~l~$ . 111a<ie _ much of 
tJierri~ --In l;;unenburg, :;, shprt ·of · cihur~lj~s·. · 11ley pre~i:;b.¢.4 ' in -the Court 

- l~ot~s:~ •. aft~r ~~shop, Mad~soo,; \Y,h9- .~_ppe3i:$: t9 ~~ye ,b!!Cil,: )>n . a _ journey 
su11~lar~ to: _ th~ll"•>,· Q~n•<-Only. ·ur )?.et~rsJ,lllJ:'g. Jyer~. tli•w ,-dei19.unced from 
~~iscopal i~I?d . ft~e_thodist pE&lpitst-,b~t, ~Jt~Y :Pf~:<!c~~d,; Ule_re_ ifi Jlle ?.fasonic 
Halt Al this pomJ~ acc~l'<lJng>l<> ,' ~fd~F$, _ A:l~xaJld~t < iurne~ _ west w_ard 
,ag(lin· while :;Grigs_hy contilil,l~d tQ vlh~ east_warij, __ aJ1~ < pro};).al>lYt - at thi; 
time, '.m~~e :fris,._ fir~~, ~~~~ajnt~nce . ,~J;tlt __ - th~ -__ Pre~bY-fe~ian$ of -~-0rfolk . 

__ .- · - --- ~~:µj~tpiJJ_.,C;xJg$~-Y~s-:· (irst_· __ pastor~ttr '!fas Lh~t ~of'the Lewisburg-and 
-Upiotf . ~~utcl1¢~j~i -_, Gr~~riqri~~ am\· M9nroe Coµnties ,_ of what is now 
_ .W¢s~ _ -_- Vi~gU1;i?: -~(n~r~ ·_;,Jm .iJo(°)~;.· 1,ui· nis Jllif1il}ti"Y .- in -1794. True to the 
t;radl~J~n' -- · -~ ;.f,a'.tb~J\ . ~~'1'.la'til"ff; qrigsl?f -f)ought a large tract, of at 
Je~$l 1680 .. --.--.. _ -,. ' icll~ul!f: 't!Je, (lt~~u.,,ricg : 1uver. Benjamin reniained -in his 
· mountaln ·ncld~ u11:til _ l80~~ · - · · 

' A~ · it~< s·~:;siohin P~ll~tfolphia in. 1601the General Assembly _ of the 
Presbyterian Church 'appointed Ben~amin Grigsby . r -_ la · itineral~ in the 
Jower par~s of Virginia." No doubt this mission led .. tod1i~ : acce.ptance 
iq J~03/0Qf; a call to · Not:folk1 where a strong S~ottish .element had been 

-_ or~anized, f~r .- same time, int& a ~tes~y~~H·j~n . to.ngtegatjon but had 
-not; ·heretof9re., had a pmdor.: Jn °tlie<' same year Jbe 'N:orfolk congrega 
tfoil col'tlpleled its fi:rst church building. _ , - - . _ 

_ -- ·Bcfoie - tlle _- c_r~~ti<>;~· . §1 .· t.he_ cbµt~di, _ ._ th~ N9rt~l'.k con&reg*1tfon had 
oJten iriet hi tbe - - hous_e -_ of -- M1·s, - LiH~ lllilir _ !\f<:PheJ,'~011, _ - ~\'.here prayer-
~c~l!~1g_ , l!n~ed . \9. fje he,Jd, on. -~aq_uary' 2';· 1~06; -_ tbe · ·yo\lµg ·minister 
ml,ltrrp4 -.. M.c:rrh~rs()n~~-- se, teen year•old ·daµgtitel', -~lliabeth Blair. 
Qh .N~~f! ___ .. ~2;. 1'806, ;was ·· ~- ----- · rt~· thl~ :cpuph3 '0t:heir eldest c~Hd. Hugh 
·n,fai(~ri , ___ , __ y{ 'A.daughter, E~lia '_Fra1u.·~s1was :born· on January 28,. 1808, 
and a,$e(!O.)d .:ll-,~g~t~r; ~{~ry .;~liz~betb,. - ~n _ .NPr.illO.' lfUO. -_ _ __ -- -

·-.. ·For-- .,five . ~~~~s ,~~ft,e~ •.the depa~:l.ure~ <>f ~C:~1jal)1iJi; G~i~~~Y. :: tbe -Lewis· 
burg churcfo:b£id ,n"o :. reg~lllf,: pa~tori at\.d~ . d;Uri.itg Jh~,ttin1e~J$enJamin ff'· 

-·-turned . ~o Gree"nbr:iat\ evetY, $ttm•ner to .. $Upply Jlis old" pulpit and to 
-escape : the unhea ll~tul• climate of \die -low la.n(ls~ --•- ·• -·- · -· , _ 

·_ .-._ ,.'ffie.(Jrjgsby p~s~io'\ . 'tot, -O~ili#g', l~nd .·appeared · a~ain during Ben­
jamin's life in Norfolk wberfl1e ac<ttdred a tract of 440 acres in Norfoii, 
Couoty. . _ · - - - - - -· - · - · 

Ori' ()Cl()ber 6~ ' UJltl ,BcnjaminGrh~~by dfo<J of y~llqw fever. "the typi­
caFtio•·(ol)(' scourge· tit' _ mo!>c -duys ._ and . wa~ ·bu,i·icd : in Tdnity _ Church­

' yai.·~, ;- p~rl~n1otath. _ -Ilis ·friciuJ, -~V-illi.am ·Max\vcll, lawyel';, i>o(ll; and later 
Pt'.C~id~Qt __ of ''Jfampd~n~Sfdney. ·-publi~hed; . six ·- years --.-later, -au ._ elegy to 

• hi~. m~.mor;y }n which· h~ ·exclain~ed, -

''Thy labours,. Grigsby. · ii~, this 'world ai·c o'er. 

Th·~ storm ma; -1-~~g~; buL thou s1t.,.u _ i->qai< no _ more. 
sare fr;mi, u"i~ ¢ares.- that agHiAtc this l>uH; - -

- Thy: bliis. sc~urcd - hcyo1id lhc feat' of faU, 
;· · ·~ - . - . . ~ . .· .. . . . . 

How _ b~·~glit ~hat Cl'~\~n. iht~!w robt:~ ofhmloilf !)binc_ 

Ami Ucav~n·~ eternal I?urudjsc i::;Jhine." 



.· . . . 

· ·1ly Ht. {;c<~1i~ wcsr J)lc1i1 < · 
~~hc · · ReVolilfi6na1)' War . . JJ:\d ~<>ti~e .(o)~ ··close ·anq ,the<s~ldietsr.co~ld 

.,,),v ·· lilrn ·.·fri11if .. lh~.· ... le.rif~.~t'. fi{!t~J ; :to·· .the .. t't)~c .cotcJ~iicns · h1 a.· ;free .country. 
· The·. ~\vccpirili Eidt!' . 9f .w4f~·~act ·.·. ljiYl.?.~1.· ·ine\1th1ble :upheavals· in· Jhe per~ 

f·.~tHtLfffC .· of'. .tflc.J1'l.ulitt1de 'urid'/its· wak~ · · \Vas atreW(l<WitJt ' the; (}e~ris .of 
shah~tc.d .. li\re"~;" .. ·1.'ii'i! sJrcnuojt~ .. 1:t'>ute 'oft ai!Jl)Y'<lifef•.·theJliabi~s ,,~1l¢~~d~red 
rn·· cal~1p' Ul~~ JipJd/ · ~·n.d· .c.~ ;1f(is;.1d· ·:r~leuh):gics:··i'µ .·· ;reUgio1~s· 'C'Ottt;~', "'~;l'l ·:.caµse 
Timo~µy' JlwJlifi.t ; . ·. v~·usi~~l'lt :t.Jf ~·Yalet'\J.0.~ver:s;ity~ . ·t9d4eril~r~t>that:1:t!te· · l1e~ 
volution·· "unhln~ed' - me ·~ . p1;h1'ciples;•.:the' mot·aUty~ . a)1tl ,• tlle:; re~ig,i~n .of 
this country mQre: ~~aµ yvµl q: ,hay~ :. ~~en don~., py ~· ~·~.ace ot f?rty ~ears.'' . 

·. TJ.)15· ·p1:ev~ia·•we:.;pf .. (~i~8:~i}a't.1.9)~'··4~4},1~~~itjri~J .. \}l)Ji9'~ ;·~:J~~J:wd. t.he · 
souls oL some ·lead · ke \\'ith., ~;-Ji~~in~· ¢.f1i.\ll~ ' ~fi~8~9.:J(Pres,. 

·. :e?~tE~li~;~;;r~: I. en . .• v
1iflt > ' "}dt ~~~: 

adding that .tpe . members, . ''smccrely d(!s1re tcr . . ~very .M~an<;1nJhe1r ·· 
· pow~t~''ilo rclt4ve th.e . ~no\\'lc~h~,c • and;r.Pt:Ac~lP~ (ff.: ;tlt~J:>~P~iY J.~~(.}ligiol) .· we 

... p1;ofe~'S- '.• : A>mcinbct ·of · tJw. b:QqYJ \v~;;Afl'<! .. Jl.~;V• . . \fH.~jµil! . J:h~llAtn~ >rector· 
· of Lihcdyf'UalL .· <· r<;::>?._ • .i ' /:' l · ~>·· · · > ·. , . <<.,· :.·.· · .;.·. ·. ~, ·~ ~:.:. · '''.~- .... : .. ·.·· 

A.t ·t!t~~·, tim:~'.; .. he· · \\':ts~ ·. ,~c1•y ' t)1ucl1 perpfo~ecl hi,. nli~d ·:a:ild ·;$.p;idf; ·· 1:1e 
. }tad' !)Ct'. :J1JS\ g9al a,s · a ·J1lll'llSter ... lWQ.fye ;. yealt.S· · be{ore,.ywhe11 iJ1e;:.:h,~(t. ·· be eh 
licen~ied· · by ·.··Pi•esbybWY '·• · the ' dc,;etn11ment;· o.f . vit~al '';;pie.~Y:>i{lY tJj;e., h¢arts · 
of the .peopJe under his minisll'y, ,Uubit .was· e\rid~tll ;; ~~- him diat ·. hiS 
g~~l:.P tiPt ;be_~&!;: acJ~~e.v~.~· .. ~~wQap~ .·. il .~~~ Jh~ 5ont,~~t or Id~: sermons, . 
pe1~ba . . tL :wa..:f :.fi .. 1J1etl~,oq ;. o(' · 0pr~§Ci)'fatJOtlf · pe1'~<lP$ be .' wD;s lacking 

ru~4~t~~~~~~~tir£~~Jri·iti;~:i~.~.t1 ·· ···; .... , •. A······. · 
· :iJ'istt:u'ctioti in< {',i~i;frty. ua.u~ J)¢A'g~t;,. t~~t pe;;w-a~; ~: 

his ·. ·congrega~io11s ·· at'., .1:in\l)~r, . ,JU{lg~ •a{\¢}·Uall'.~""~~: .·. 
p r,oqu(!ed- 9n<? .f)f lh~s{! . candi9ates f Ot'. lhe.' go~pe( rlif rii$ . . . ··.· .. ·. . . ·ef, '. even · 

· ~t~ l;\f~::lii~~~i~fi~~~==~t-1.~l · 
the··. Rev~ Mr. G rahmn··~1\oted:that . lhe;<additions itof tJie , chur~hxbad not 
.kept apJn;~ . :\\'..iJhJh~, ;~()~s~ · ,})~H~ · tMs ~~n.<Jitian . ~as, ~t1~ .!<>.the .fact 
· ~~~~1~~st~~~\~ ft!d a.re~~~~ . . . ;~~~?,:'!i~:vit~~Pff :: e.r?:~.r~.~~~~1'.' ')~~~-~en i~g, 

. Afa•ut · t~is time, .the; head of .f;i{>cl'.iy Hall becanle '.de.epfY ' lnl~res,ted 
}1~ the :report~ whi~h ~al)le fr.om. ~ast. of · t}Je a,h~e Ridge : abp~t . a new 
· bur~t_:o~ · · .r~HgJ~~°'s . zc~l , an~ 'tf!v,og·etistl~ ,; ellth~~vpr;;: Q,¢.~(t}9:iq ~~lo~g .. t~e 
J~apt1sl$ •and ·:~tJ:ie·c~l~tho,ti(sts;. ' ell 'IJ~d+ .sw;ept, . t)JfQ~ §P : ~::Y1,rgm1a 
• like 'a g'r~s~·~~re~:1ur~l·'l8c'h ~~~v ltey.; J,ul)fl;,:~~U~:affl . tis .... ¢~ • .. reach· 
· fng·tiri Clladut·h~·' ,(;l,>;lJ1tlYL and<r,$bt1w .:p.[.,tl\e,.)1p~1;1' .. ·· .. w . • . l t~tJ, ·acen t 
congregation of. Btiery Pn~sby;ie11~ .. ~i~ , · · · ~\.·iw~t~'.~•·. '~Jir , ... eswirl 
of the new revivaHsn1; '!'heir pa$tor:, .. . Rev:' Jolin . .. ''"Smith; \Yho 
was also servigg ·as ' prcsi~:~nt; ~r ~·~ .. an}~de11·S,id~~Y:.C0Uege, ~ecame aw ate · 
of t~c movement. li&~'d ·,'s·oc:in w~~'. :~reatW .. :· jnte1t~$t'~d : int;;ft;:tSp.Q(l;! J~ the · 
persons ·of Cary AHcn, W;~U~i•n~ .· · IJr\LG n19.tl~ . 'Read,· :~nd . N~~h '.J,,egrand, 
the rnovement was· holdit\g' the . col ... . ;:cnill'f>us; 'fn ~u:s'- ~rip.<'; .. · .. . 

Jn Aug~,st, . 1789 .. tti.ed~~y<.,;Ml·,, .. 91~~~~·~• Pr~9.p1pa~i,etl:: ~Y: §~r.~raJ •. st~· 
<lenls of Liberty UaU, Archibald . Alexander nttd Samu~l B·:f \Vdspn, rode 
down Jhc '<road from Le*ington .en .)~aut¢ >(o Gll;:irl,ttkt~ , (:;q:to(ti.+·~1 Ji~ . had 
accepted the. in~it,~tion <?f. f'lis go(n1r:.iendJ0Jln ' ~l~i'f . S•l}il~ :l<( attend 
a .. sacra n •e nta J · . 1uc~t'ing-·~at>• · Bt•icr}' · · .. ·Cb~'tth> A t '.l iiberty\; (,n~\v ,iB:~dftird) •:. 
the . trio were entertained in .t~c. ,ho~p~L. 9~ .. ~I:~cll;l.el . {:ira,h~1~1, ~~~re: they · 
heard of the great services IJciiig ' ret(dc~·~d , ' h}"' . ~am'es''' ':l,'tiriieri a wo­
fligak character of other days, amt now a prcachet of {ire and power. 
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In other homes, where tbey tarried, they heard stories of the Hluslrious 
Sarnu~l J)avic~L .al}4 .. bl~ . 'A'<>~~ itt .. IIai:iovpr qpuut_y~ ... ·. · ... ···.· ... ·· 
· .. · ·Jteachipg< the·· Uritiry .· CinAr~h.· co:im:'~:lJnity~ >·Gi;ahaft,l •. •<and bis . friends 
b~cam~ guests >ill Jll~ ; ·).-lor:ton bo~1e,· .n~.tr >lh<:, J:titlJ~ J'.t,oanpk~ bridge. 
That mght. at fanuJy prayers, wJuch he coµilucted by request, G~aham 
did ~~o~ make a very iavo~·ablc. impression · on the people, and some of 

• lhe~ll'. ')Jxg~d • S,nUth·· t~ · r~c;ilh,;b~s · ·. invltatb:m: for : ~ll:;. . QraP.a~ • to preach 
th~ (?tit,1muni~n ·s,e~'mou ·lhe ~cxbilay;- .This Jhe··.p;ist9r. r'.eft;tsed .. fo .. do. · 
• . ·~ ~.be f1CXl1n~nl~llfl ;:t<large· •'Crl.>~'d <of, PC<?;ple ;.ha.clJl$Sel:rl'bleg .. ~Qr .. W:orship 

.. · ,~.~~'r' Jil1·a~·~~>.r· · ~~e~fed'' f?r the>•pur1>ose;. ; 'l'he , !A~ti0n S~rm~n' .• w~·s de· 
Jiv·~~~4· ~Y · .. t~e' :rtev. :tt~~·s smi(h; . t:µe .:JfolyC<unmun1on ;w~s . h.~Jd, , andthen 

···· . G~~n,ro tcnt~r.e<ttlie; ptilpi~ 1to ,~rea~hf bis> ·.text w11~ I~aiab::'10:t,2·, De· 
li~~1·~~ · l~ · t911~s o'f'_ entreaty a~d ilender .. passlo.ri, devoiq .. 9f all. restraint 

. a~d? phiJ9~~phkal ·ratfo1hili~a,ti(jn •. · t~e ·· :sermon .-w~s · tbqrollghly '. evange • 
. J~sHc~ · Jts'. riff-~e( ""·a~ ~nanl ·f~stetl~ in ·.t}le,. ,moist ,.'eres arid ·tile . radia.;nt ·. faces ot. the ··.· p~~.r,¢~~the '·J~arnc~ · ap(f ~,lficient t.~d~(:ator: ~tPID .Roc~bridge 

l1:9q :~ecorn~the ·pre~ch;Ci<of ,bis :dreains. Said .·· y9tu;g~l¢x~nder, in .later 
ye~rs, "~ever, h~d l heard my pastor speak ~ith $UC~ - warmth and pathos 
trs on · this occasmn. !' · . 

... Alt~rj a · fo1{nigb;Hsi:vislt · fo.:Charlo~te, .and <Pri1lce EtJ~a·rd Counties, 
Gi#}:l~~j) <l'ilti bis' }'.OtlfJg ei>mp~n.itu1~ headc~J,;Jpr lb~ :J31,n~ .. ~.i4ge . . !he llev. 
Ja~es ·.· M itchel.li 3p~stor ; of: the; Peaks; ~resbytedaµ ., Cijy~~h. , ht .. • Bc:edford 
County, had invited them, with others, to attend a, s~cri:lm.~f\tat m~eling 

- he .· . ~?S pla,nll~tJg;> Upop ,t~i~J~ 11rrival~ · ... tl}ey ·. ~e~e · i~':pr~sse<t h¥ the · reli· 
' giou~ - inter~~t · ~i;Jd\ ~*thu.s,i~sjµ', ut ~lit!/ pe,'qpte, : b~t ,Grah~m ' was pro· 

fQu11dJy mq,v¢.tl ~h~o .. fqµi)4 '. ei- gi ·· ,· ofy()un~ : people;. · mostly . women, 
whohaild~~eil · Q~cr, .·. ·. jn, · ; p~ yi! : nl!~_n<J'.:Jhe·$e1~vke. ''The visit 
wa$ ;;1notlv".t.e~ b,y tbe . d~filPl' ·•· .... ~ ·.. .an(I '.·sinfUl' chatacters were being 
couyer~e{j:)intp: sh:o11g, .. ex;p~!):e•*'·· ot .•..... e; ~~t~stjan;; 'vay _.·ol li(e, ' and . they 
had<coro;e .•. t9:: ~~~· :Jn. the ,:g~~oup .. ' ·. · ~ Poll~ ; Uannar·l~ter · tb~ . wife 'Of the 

·· . Rel{~ ;J?~~i,~l .. ;~t~~'-1~; ;-O.P~;:.Q~ , t~# ; · :· ,)°~' '9~ ~ti~ ; ~pi~~~ ::_Acad~~y.,. , pastor 
•o( . .: !Famb~r ·: U1itge .. -. ,i-.di;. {lx:~9rcl . yt'~i;~?t\ : •. .. C~ureb~s.· .. '~~il :>rn~tn.ber of 

. . -tl•e .f•aeµUy ·of , ;Wi,tslii11~t~n~ 9.>., ·. t: 'W~s "·~er,: inti1nate i.frien<l 
:MarJlaret Alexander;' sister of · ~ . . lexandel". who· ·marrfod Ed· 
ward Graham •. profes~or of mathernaUcs in. ·Washington College. · 
· The Holy Communion service \vas dee.~lv impressive, · and · the young 
ucople were stii·r(!<l: b)I what they saw and heard. As ~hey fog~ed aloM 
homeward, they:; :wei~e , giv~rir .f s~~~n<)~1~tte;s fp~un the saddle by Nash 
Lcgranti, a young ~vangclist \vbo ~ad ·Joined them. and he led them 
in sineing hymns that ; s~t Jhe eqhQ~$ ringing . . Their pastor shared his: 
co.nvktion'." with lbem . ;1nd enconraged them fo make a ~omplete and 
total ~urr~1}~~r. t(} the.;Chris.ti~~ .. ur e • . ·· 

~lthO~j!Jl it was . mitl&f t ~rnooJl';\ylten . the liUle: .~{\lva.c.~de reached Lex· 
Jn o,tdn:; "\Y9t~ w~~ <>t1f-.. tr ::~lnroad; that Nask;. J0.e.gl'.~Pd \ .. wqulfl.: pre~c.h that 
11h1hl .~~(t .; Jllf:t vil)~f1~. ···w~·s ·~~~~ "··with c-x~itcm~nt . .. T:~P. : · meeUm~-place 
was ·· pAck~d · · and: tlfi~ .i sctn~oi1 · anfl,· $cv~mll .· µr'!¥9r§~ .. · ~.ll . by . ~ouµg men, 
h1ipr~$~e~ :J~~ : l>eopl¢ . ·~u~d .: g#~v,~Joip~tµs .;.for.J~~ .. fl}~eH1:1.r; ·· lhal w~s. a J1· 
ri<>O:f\ced <for . ~ew.J l\fo._ll)Qt•t I)... (!f:lim;b . th.e Qxt Su,n~~y;· '!'he · spm tual 

• awaJte11t11R t)f th:e, , Jte:v ~:.:M,; •. G1:#~.~ · · · · )ee.f ·~f rrm¢h :,-c9mmenL 
,,:· Aff¢Jf the· $•~n{\jiy's ;s~J'V:foe. · ~l.wt~~ sneaker. ·Grnh11ni 
fold lhf. coni!re<J:~il'<>J1:<\f ri£, h4s . . .·. ·, .· ... · . . :: l}lue ' ~i~~e)tnd of the 
hnprcsslons he hnd receh·ed; ' In . J:ri.He 0 . . s Chfl:r~c•et•lstfo Fel(*conlrnl. 

· triar~ cov&~"ed. do~n . blsctiee!ci; l*nd. at times, bis ·voice :·was b.osky with em6tfo.n> :1t;•cfo.~ed ·;l)is\.na1:r~tjve ;•With .al\ anpe.al .. JPt .. QPnsecraterl UviM 
. on ibe· : Mel)~r · l~~et~: ·•So eff:ectlye '~Vl!S · it ,fhat :few'.:,cy,e~ :we~e flrv anr1 
.· 1-f\aiiy ~· h~;tds W~te · movP.d; • ff ; '~VR" . the grPatcs~, . r~JiJ?iOJlS f~alh:edn~ that 

lhf>'· · co11~1.1y, .liei'd ever" known; and .·. the · forces of oppos1twn ~egan lo 
nielt away:. . . . . . . . . ' .. ; c : • • ; • 

The Awrakenin~ spre.atl anti nu~ ~uhnini<:frath.)n of · the Yacrament be 
rnme l11ot'.f" th.nn a nmr(~ i•tl •. 1iaUsrn .~f the! ~hurch.,..,·~il w~~ ~ol#·mn. i11mrf'~­
sive: and. l~dell wUh ·a de~p rhysHc:al metll'ih~g, Senuons lc:ft the dogma-
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Li~s ,ol;:Hi~otogy ~nd ectJc$fa·~trcat sp~tTihg tind becan1~ vibrant ;with a 
.•_pcrsui~i~·1.r .··evar~g~~Jsttc. ·· ,~11peal: :· ·· f"clfoWshie .. of ••. kindred·· ·souls, -·.· thriving 
· ubder Uivihc irispJtuHfrn, ·•in:frle for •a solidarity Jn·· every .phase of ch.urch· Hfe . ... ... . . · ·.· · . .... , ... ,·· ... 7 .• . . ... ·•···.. .. .··.· .. . .. ~-· ·. . · ·:· 

· ·. _l;ikc .-. 1u:.n;t~tticr_ nri11fsr~i;~; 1l~·ttlH~u~: • ' •1~aJ :: it~~ ·1; > g~vc~1', 1>c.r~.~1i~1!'. ~upcr· 
visioit J~·;tfl~ .· shtdics•·Qf · )"DtlH~? CAll~idatcs'.ifost/ ~he:~ J)l~J)i~b;y .. ;~ow, ·: in the 

·· · a{ler~.kr\v : f;lf', th_(}·•'grtJat '. :~wakehing; ,he; .. , vrg~1n~~g<} ; At},YV,0, . ~1' : fiJgf?t stu­
de~ts 'iifi~tf~ a ·· nivinity -efa.ss,, gj(ving '. :th~;instf1J(!ito1rJ~ •-.··tfic,oH>gy · on a 

·· pr9f~ssiui1al te·1iel: 1'"d1i~ •past4r~lc gf"·~~ · ·· . · ·npu,tlf .an:!t · gton 
Pi,~sijytb·~iaif c~urchcs, he added.·•<:. · bet,i ... ·. ge'. ,•iifltl ·,:Q%f9i;9. ·J;les. · 

· fo~iriin~ ·:w~ntwas . known aso:.a,., ~:c gi~,i~d~~m~ecJ~Wl;'.·'; :.TJi '. , qge: 
.• n1ent·_ ~nab l~'d\,(}i:aham··~o ti;ain<liis :•stu.d:~nt$. .. ~{l,,t~~: ·. P~?~~~.£llJ.. 9.$Ji · ~f a 

· pastt>t:~te .. ; 'rilfs <'Conn~ctioQ\ja~ted L~.i:nt.il ~ -~>9·; . ll · · .· ten· 
tion :·<>t·Synqd : o"f:.··~jf:gi~Jia: ~.:\Vib.en_ , -th~t ·~~9 .·. i'~n~t,;Jn. .O;. in 
JVin¢he~h!l';:i tt.~c'-'s.ta•bilf:iihg ··()f'.'thc.ie{(oJtte~nJ{}, ;'~P"~ Ip .. : .... . ·.. •As . a 
'·result, <tJlis \ 111i1tistcrfal· tralti:ing ':sc~Upo · ;;-qf .:,M~~rty'.:' .· . the 
authori~.e4 (jiv.hiity .school _for Presbyterians . in ihfa:. ~~'..e,~. .Jder-

' irig . tbe \~.~e·~~ - f:~f :'like . tI·ciirdug\ itr;::ot;bcr; $.ec.tin1)$,>·9hJhe : ·. ed, a 
si !J1 lf~r : s~l)t:>()l :; \\1 a·~ · ~et '.Uf> >~n· : cohnoqHPn:·::·;with;-Jm:~t.11Aiy fr ~,q9n1 y 

·i~ "spirt.f!\Yc$t;~1ii1 tPefin'snvnnia;: whieh'·2;fjecttmc'. ~nfiw~:Juk . ·. . Qn- '.and 

·. 
1e!~i;::~;~.~~··~~i~.~~~:i.1~ ·:·c~:.,e. :1h· ····ii(~~k~J:~~k~ ... - ·~~~~·~; ;:i~'.~:·t?i~ :: .. t~ir()u~h 

.th~:< f tne•,Je~d~Z~tii~ , _pf • •_ -.-~J1e:. U~v,.,.t\lr:.· .G:aJ1am: an.d· ·tile .· ~ndOf~~)J}e11~' ol ..•. . t·he 

· . ~~!~.~~~ia~~~;.th!s!'1Jl•~ti~c,· ... Cl ·e~ ;'jtW;;revi:i.~~tJ:J~ . > . ~,t::·:;~tt7~1~i:= 
ot.the' .. cm.bers; :T,bii :,~1oy,e11ic a\·e · · n·.· ~~ ·,a· ~ ~r~;tt:er 1\~ork,<to be 

~;gz.~~t).~~t~t~fi~\.~·;~)~~{~~~it. .... · ... ize:t.t~~·:ir-tf ~:\~lle · ·-~~\ . . .. .. t/hi~ 
brougliJ the dis.t.i~9:UQ11 <>~ ·:#r'l, . . ·· Jh(!::nr · . '.yi·oit ... . ,. .. . erka . . 
-All· ~{Jbis ;sp;H,tµ~r . ·~¢Hv~.~~, . . . . :::!M><W!t ... ,.' ~t:~ltl·', .. · . '~. .. . . ~n~ng 
.coming _Jo ttns ·. itre~,. ~-~r,01~g~ . \~1eJ:n•~.1st~y; · ·.. :tfre --Rev. ~ W1U1& .• :rham. 
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his pl~ce of residence .unrn he bum .J~r:dan's Point about 1818. Apparent- . 
ly Jo,hn's: two b~olhcrs. Hcz~ldah , !'Ind . Si\p.ntel, '· (!?'¥e to I~exing,ton i!• 
18~3' tp hve at hts home,. Sam.ueLd1ed .yoqng, , havmg taken up· .)us res!· 

· dence . ne~r . Natural · Brjdge,. Vil'gini~. , H¢zekiah · moved to Lynchbur g, 
· virgh1ia~ where his descendants sHU live . . ~ · .. ·. . · 
'. The,•P?risipn · tu>~$~ at Jot~dan's<Point was a (.!OUnly fandmark .. I.t was 

· a handsoffi._e ,sltuct~fre( onc of th~ first: ClassicaLR.eviv.al buildings west 
· 'of the: Blµe ·Ridge·. The ··children wM were reared, Jpere , were'. .. Edwin, 
· Sar-nuel FraMis; John Winn, ' WilJialu, Mary .Win~vfoa . Franklin; Lucy 
Ann WaHer, James l..awre11ce, George Washington. · Charles, Hezekiah 
Thon1a~i Benjamin, Jes~e. and Robert . . ·. . .' · . . · , · · 

J:ohn. J.'ordan tried : i1iany ., thb1gs; and did· them all well. Craftsman 
··an~ .. (fn:a~~ie,t:~ . ),e·, ,<:on~ern~d .· with iron ·, ~nlelting1 .• gri.st mills . black­
sm1th $hops, ~an';tJ constru~tion; cotton ai1d woo.l processing, contracting, 
~n« architecture, ·He ·left 'hiS monuments an Qver Virgjnia; his i$ one 
of .thc;· min()r. ipies Qf Jhc ~Old Dominion's Ci,lrly .development. 

. By ; i827, lh~ . i9itfa:i1's.;fl~d ,cX~J!-ndcd ~ lJ1elr , h()ldings into Alleghany 
·· aud,.<Bath . co:unCie$, .qM ·• ha,{J:'dcv<~fo.Pe<JJhe :Lucy Sclhta .F-unrnce and the 

CJifton <fron ·Wt>rks. lii ,. Qf:dCI'. .Ju, .l\riv~ ea~der · access·to ··stu;h holdings. 
the '<J ordans built .• me, 'Old J Qf (la'r Ro~,~. an . importa~t link in · our state 
bighway ,system . .. The wor1c wa$ :_e)\c:eed.ingly··qifficult. Funds were inade­
quate and .w.Qrkers wer~ , scarcei. b,u.i ··~oinehow · tti~ ·Jordans got the work 
eom.pleled. ·.· · , . .. . • .· ·. ...•. · · · . · . . . . . 

William 1'_,. ,Shields rememb~i:t!d. 'Mr. a11d Mrs: John Jordan, and 
wrote ·.' of,Jbc1.11: .f'They;, were _',tin'. cxce_edillgly . fomd~o1Jie eoupl~. · He was 
six' foettb1~ee ' in.chesAaU, ;she .,six fec.t. ,and a 'very : hai,1dsome blond. He 
was · a man of fine integrity; not~d for llis charity and a life that. was 

. wonderfu}ly Uf~fuL .H.e ~as,11 $lave owner, but . not a slave driver. Rock-
bridge, never knew,'.;;a better: inan." . · .. .. ,. . . 

. > The· spebk~r we.I\( On. Jo te11 ()~ ' the .divetse .·!lfid suc<ies~ful · activities 
of. the v.arious . ;¢bHdren, . ·. !i~d · ~f some ·o! . ·the1r accomphshments. By 
studying such families as U1ese,, she saidi we can have a ·much better 
understanding of our heritilge ~and of the building of the American 
republic. ··. . . .. . . .. 

MICHAEL MILEY-GENERAL l..EE'S Pl~OTOGRAPHER 

. by Dr .. · Marslrnll W .. Fishwkk 

. · .. ~Uch,ael Miley is the most important ,ui11eteenth . c~ntury Southern 
photographer and om:'of the most 1 significant in the .nation. ms isolation 
a_nd pov:~rty !lid ~Qt tarnish his rare aM innate talent~. For.ced to retreat 
iiltoa private worJd· t<> su:rvive · attisticaUy, be mus,t have thought of ieav· 
ing, i~isa.re'a, aJ}d. exploiting "his .inventive geniu~ ·· tor corrvnel'cial ends . 

. Yet Jl~ st.ayj?d inJhe placr! he'. loved,,arfd .. left clbousands of .glass negatives 
Qf it-,;R9~kbtidge ·. County; Vfrgfoia.· T·he : county. can ·. boa13( of few such 
tafo11te~l Umircs; ' aiid oifr Societj'"shmild see to .it that his stories and us 

. ~ua~w :of lii~ ' prfots aspo:>sible ai·c . preserved; . , . ·• .. · ... 
>, H~ may w~U be•·placedjn the company of Sidney 'Lanier~ Henry 

Tiinrod, P~ul Hamilton.· Hayne; and John Estel) CoQke when the full 
. sfory of the artistic · 1·cconstrnctfon .of the post·Civil War South is 

fuU)' told.. . . .. . . · , . . . . . . . . .. , . . . . • 
· Of P'e~msylvania Dutch ·- descent, he· was born on July 19, 1847. on 
a farm .. hl 1}6ckfoghaln ,county, ·half w_ay .down lhe , V:alley of Virginia . 
His . ancestry is obscure: ms father, m~nry; bought a -f.~rrii fartber south 
on !~e . Great.Path ·which . butfalo and ~'etUer .. h~<L.lQ . ;'.•µsed, as a main 
a:rte1y to th~; west .. "rhfs farm~ "three · miles-Jro1n.::Ft . JJC,ld on the road 
to Btownsbut'g in Rockbridge County, \v..as 1\ticha~k ,IJJcy's home un lil 
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he ·eriJistcd in. Uw Stonewall J.lrigade at the outbteak oLthe War; bel~veen 
the .States, Like many farn1 buys in the .J840's;-Miley had · tiHl¢ f()rmal 
cchicath>h. bt~t -.. pltkcd · Jtp what- 0 book learning.'\ he. couhhat the;. hearth 
ai1d the! Old F'fold SchtwL ,ms ~· g1~cak intc1'est in nature, landscap·e; ~ml 
th.c outdoors . undoubtedly· "ct>1i1in~·11c-0d ·in\ these boyhood; yeai:s;J:.hQ :. oft~u 
thrcshµd ~ wheat to curn extra. moi1·cy. : lttjchue} . a .l'~-~ys ,sp,olt.c Qf 4hc fann 
yeai".S' u§· happy Otfos;. 4fud< ))is . inlcn~sl ill; Jfawcrs. ar\d . gatQf!~iri,g con-

. tfnuq.cl ._ thn>.ugM1rL ·· his _·.· tifo;. This .. feeling· Jur-'. lqe . l11y$ter~. - : tf!~ ,'. ht1lance, 
. alHf . the sy.inmcli·y Jn .·11aH1re he nun1aged lo Jn£use )~to. ~ume ~f his 

greatest pht>lographs in later; years, ... . .... ·· · .·. · _, ·· ., · 
Hardly twenty __ at the time · o'f' his'. en·tistn)ent. : Mi~haef Mjl.CY<Served 

thrPtH~b(}ut the wat in .· the .Confo.dcra.tc · .. -lnfa.ntry. ·. HJs • .. (frsl two years 
·· were spcn{ in lhe fam<>·us SluncwaH· BrigaQe. tinder .. G'~rie'ratT.hQinas . J , 
, Jacks<>n, ''vhdhl he ;grenHy ad1ukcu. ~l~ley· .. al'!V~lYs\ r¢gf,,ett~~ , Off\Lt~·c.kson\. 
was killed before 'be bad 'lhc oppott~ni~y :, t(t .pholagra{>lj .:him";>he ': 'care· ' 
fully · copicd. •' Jackson,,porlra.ils, ~nil pb.ot<!~~ap~ed; '.~;~fU.n!i.; .).~ ,intfut:~big 

, -nt ' the Generats,-~rave .. After ev~ry, ha HJ~ .m . :wh1~h·: h~. 1>~~r~w1p~t'i!d :·~hley 
took coloi·~d· ·pencils and ;.dr~w~ m~ips 9 · · e, thW~Jd ahd/i~s . sµrrot&nd~ 

· · liigs.·· Th_c 'l'iH>Unlai11~;Jh~ . d~i:i,Jds~ ;· ilnd . , ys,<l~lt'(!:t•csted.>tliei;:yb.ung 
Vn:ginian; more - t .han .,nii~.itary ... miltt_e.n. . .·· ... _.·. ,' ¢ar¢er 1as/ b0Uff$ketcher 

,and · :soldi~r .. was , ctt~ ' s~~:rt .af ·. ~'1~n·¢clfot.s\•i . .· ···w.her~·- thtfr,Bdg~d~1s be­
lo ~·ed: .. :a t~d,;,jrrepJ~~abl(}; : . :;·~·ton~\v ~tr · :Ja~ks~ff ·'\Vas · · 111ott~Uy> wd;Undcd. 
Miley wus cnphu·cd durmg the bloody.·. fJghlmg ::md takc.m.4<>;·Jt-¥.ankee 
prison .at J;l;ort . D~laware,)ul h;hu1d of!Jhe N~w _Jersey .c.oast:,dJere he 

·· stay~d _µ;itil . -. ~ft~r t;M : sµ1;ref1d~r, ''subjecteiJ: fo<·much< nmr~r~)i;irrowit1g 
. expericn¢e .th"a'ri ·Uuit he h<,r(:l ·'.f:icM· as ~t·· soldter. ' In toe' eri.rly,,months of 
· h-is cm}tli1i?~)1~ri. ~ - .•. ._. J (!\\l r>it:tce1$ ·<if tood :got t~l·ough, . l,ut<tllei,;e ,sooi1 . sh1p· 

ped. ,Somelfrhv hc ·-survived'.' ynd \yas rcleastid slo wal_k b~ck to., 'Vlrgini;i . 
. 'fh~r~ ·i~e deddc.cJ. ·to, bc~~om~ a' !pbo~ogi'~Ph~i: ; ·0He' ~ier~e;d.:~k~:~,appren· 

tict;?ship. ,UJJdC.( Johil>. Bt•nfotl~ iri · Sta.u1ithp:. theµ:·.: carn~ : -tcr L~X:~'ngt~n to 
. s<rLu·p busi110.ss: ~l¢4·enle,~ )l stuclio Jf! ~N9ve,rp~~!:· ·~s~~~>af!d "be~ame the 
pai:lncr of Capta,n Boudc:,,Ue ~tt.1ye,ctand . wor,kea >'~n'"'tl'.e,un· ~r :tor the 
rest . uf . his Jon.g · and .. m·tmuctiv,e li(~, .. ln , a, \l.·ay:\.Wotds A¥: .. •, pigrilen~s 
cannot duplicate~ his neg<tth·cs capture ·impOrant aspecb '~ild;·· personali­
ties of the Amedcan past: They are Milcy's enduring reco,td>:of his 
visio.n as · a phologrnpher and. of his perception as a .historian. MUey's 
camera was no rnere machine : it was a delicate in~lrument. sensitive 

. to> things, h~ :could pl;iologn1ph ·. bu.t ; not vcrb~Uzi;;. ·. ..· . · . ... _.· · 
o·u~'.ing ·his · tife·tinie s~ieritfric · fo1p1:ove1nei1ts ·· revolution.iz~d photo­

graphy. Miley n9t ., p1].ly assimihiled tbese w.Uh . am"dng rapidity; . despi,t.e 
his isolatfo11 he also w<H'ked out-a ptoc¢ss .of his own which makes him 
one of .the pioneer color photographers ·in Ame-rica; (See U.S. pa~<mt 
711;87;5;' iSs.ucd October 21. z ~902h. ln , i:e,c9g"nitJo~ . {)~ .:his, \yqf_k;,,tl)e . Frank­
n ri lnstitlite aLPhiladelphfa ·:nwardcd , him. the .. Edw~td , Uongsfreet Medal 
of M~rit' hi · ·l905: · , :· .. ·· : ·. · <' · ,0 '>./ ;' .. ;~· . ··. .); ··.':_,!: . ·,·, · 

· · B.~~l.ttfe .. thing· whieh :incjsl pe.opl~ ,i:eJ11~mb(~r b~~t , ij~out ' ~Uley are 
his .. \V(i;hpeHµl ·plwtogrnph,s o!. ·· Hp.bed .;£.; :: I:¢e.~ h~s : ~atr,iH:~·· ;his· :~_rtifacts, 

·. '<fmf liiS "ftiheral; ' fn ·,f;exJngto.n·· -b-e;d ,>ec;-(uif:( , "L;etf•s; . se . ·; ' fidal photo· 
· gi:~·ph~r; ) fopi<itit)tf Jhe , ' (foncra.l;,~ irt:·,, his:: ,nl.o.~f .· .. ~l;XiJ1Jf? st;(~s . pres i· 

dQnF of·a Slllali : hri"pc>vei: islli!d··· Stn,Hi~~ay coUc~'~:.JJif sJ;Jc ' .. :Jb,;~apturing 
· the, inner n1ea.ning _ (>f· 1 ~c~c~'.·s : H1rul .yca~~s; , an<ror ~h!~Qt~dJn::~rthe.:fvents jn 
. w.hl~.~- .Iie!!' i>,!1&'(ieipa t~d; __ i~. '.a' .:1imJt!t .. ,co~'r1b(1Ji~or~ .. -l6, .. ~ou~h~;t~~ } h'istory . 
. · .· ···. Miley's -;landscapes,, · -c~.pc"Ci~Jly H10$:! , ~i)f .,,tl1~,.dn<>uJ1.t~1~1~/. ~re _ full ·· ()f 
·spfriri)allti a:nd ·]wp¢,· . Tb~y. cil(c o<il'c.aqons "\vh.l(!Jl qo' not "cf>t9JJ_ete with 
1 p~i1;ltiJ1gS. Im~ pdint t<Hvanl¥ a 1ww .art f~rm with a ·· fa~g;u~~~ ·;. f;ll;ld idiom, 
of H.s ··: <J\Vo. ln ·these· .. \;ms.cap~s .Ire ~ombm~d ··. L.he .,J wo .:m~un ·· Stl'.t!~ms . oi 
1>f1i.Hogti1&)hy..,.,.tf1c lilHilarimr ·:ind ·the ihis~~1~tic~:WiJh : 1~cmll.fkablc sue· 
cess. They l'CVCal- no\.,_ only-a 'nall,m:1l._ hcauly, bht .hi_ft own _ personal con· 
ccp:Gµns 'of be•auty -ns.,.wclL ; __ ,, ;'· < · ·· ' , .~ . 
. · · .. l\t.jchael: , Jlilllcy . tH~dt:qfri¢Uy~ Jri ·.Ms . ho)1~c on- .May·.,1s .. 1918; · his soo 

· Ut~n\y ·kept ·. Hn;r phntograph.ic :studio#; .open until 1935, If ·today you go 
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to the Lexington Presbyterian Cemetery seeking the burial plot of 
one of 'Aincrica's piunecr . pholpgrap4 . ~rtis~~ and sci~ntists, you will 
find a smaU .stone .scar<;ciy, a .fopt .. b,igb wJth ... the . simp,fo '. inscription •. "M. 
Miley, 184 l · i.918" obscq1•ed::J'>y, the . gray crps~ of the .. {;o~fede.racy ·which 
adorns every_ .Confederate • soltlier',s gr'lve. . . . · . · · · · · 
.:O;fote: f)r; ft'ishwick~s · arU~fo •. Pn; .Mic,h~el Mil~y was . publi:shed . in t~e 
wmter, 1951 number of the American ,QuartetlY1 an~tmay be seen m 
complete form there.> · · · · · · · 

SOME ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY SPRINGS 

by Cot Chester Goolrick 

From early colonial' times ~e~Jfors>in tb.e easte:m • part of Virginia 
we1·e .·· awiu:e ' of th.e · C.X-htcnec, ·. of healing n.iinur,al ):lpdngs ·west Qf the 
rtfou~tains, · ~119 · ·by' the:· ¢lid ol lh.e :ninetee-1th , century .. :the, state b~d be· 

· come'.a resot•.t .centet lo w~i¢h ,people .·fJ;om · th~ .southei:l) lowJands . made 
an annual pilgrimage·d·uringJb:e: hot'&umine1·. m()ntbs Jlpckbridge Count;y 
pos!;essed , sevc1·nl' 9f,these \vatcdng ,p(4ce$, ;ranging ... in .'eleganc;e and size 
from tf1e fashionable Uoc&tbl'.idge: Alum (about fiffotm .miles.· west or 
Lexington)'<;J9 fU$liC tW.Us.9n . $.Pt~µgs .~hthe .. mo,~Lb . o,! Qo~h~ll Pass . 

. WilsQn'-Spring$,<:whcre1_·sulpl~µr . water.pbp~ble(:l .:. ~s, it ... still · do~s today 
---f~r.Qs~ . a, spri~tg ;;ow ~mdsl};i~1d ~ imth:e <n:ild4.h~ · t>f Jh'.e . i;:ixer~ .. :appa'.renUy was 
the ·'f}rst·. t:Q:bJ.?i patt()µiif?d : and<J\:~4· its;i$tart' as .: Jt · n~fgfib~,d~Qpd; g~thel'ing 

· place;'.: Just;:,~elow·\W, il~on~ •l$prings •·· . w~s-, Rockb.rl4g¢. ·. B~~-h$,. ripened· com­
n1erciaU~4ust. ;b~fQ~e' tbe. ;Ci\lil-Wiu\:hy,,the Ji:>ljda1f ·-'E~mjJy; in its .hey· 

··.day .· .;tMs-.ti~pretcn,tious c·re~ot;l ·ef!'joy,ed, Jl ponsi'd~rabl~;: ·f:~putatio~, ·Jhougb 
·· Us .· f1}roe-: ne~er ~xte11ded .J~( J>eY:o~d · lh~ :t;>oµnd,afi~~:( 9f ,, tI;i_~ : st~te. 

· ·The most lam~us •.. l)f .the co,unty}~;_ r~::;o,r.ts: !ll1d'. one. wh,ich came to 
rival . Wliite S~tlphur . SjJl'ing~ '. and , lfot . $!>ri'ngs ·. was R:Q~~~ri<f g~ · Alum, 
op,en~u ~bolJf -l~~t..J>y , t;\lf!S?hq~.r CarriP.beU and J,().~n · .. P.~irllap. Tucked 
awaJi i!l ':a. I.old , otl)i}ls. ()~- Brattora'& .R;µµ, tli~ . (>lae~ ~oon ·atti.:~cted a large 
annua!·0 ¢ti;j;jnt(i1e <: ?.(td :. w'~s · ab:!¢ .fo '. Sl~_rvi:ve ~· ·~~ ·:deslW~(:i(~~ ·'bf :fire of its 
hote.:LJn ' ~lle J840!s.; nY,: t~e f'i:t~f,l,; of ·Uie.1Cival , :W;:t,rJ~~ ~~.c~bndge . Al~m 
. cmrld .a·ccp~umoda te ·as, n1atiy:;1s: ~QQ~;,_gu.e~~,s , at .«t : · H~~~ !l;U.d < ~9C~ , was &ts 
value that 1t was sQld 0 u1 185:J; f9r tll~ .Jll(m.J~uµtpu~ su:m . ~f :$15.0,00() . . 
, .. '),M,~UY:;, q( ,J.,~ . · $oµt,b•s J~s~Cf;: r~.~Qr'(~ .:~a~(~d . to };e9p¢1~ . i~ . Jhe .· di~mal 
'ye,irs. , f_QH~w1!lif J~c . ~var ... : ~ljf J~f! .. ~ock~n48c : ·-~~u~ _qutC.!'h: ,revived 
. and'. on~~ . mote be·cai,ne «)ne . Qf '.!.ll~e~• 'p;fopet r (*l(!~S , fori' ~a.sluonable folk 
to .. .be .. seen. at.:; W,itb;/ \\!l)He·:SLilpJiµv ~apd ·ttot. : SPi:in~s 'if erig,a·ged in a 

. rc(ined · :bqt ·· :OQne~helcss/~~*dlt ... s~~U.~~le ;. to .. ; :aHr,atk0. v~~it9rs,; µi:td the 
manugers uf·· the ·tlu,:ee . i~esox~ ·. Vl~<l: w1th ;oµe a~oth~r ·, .an .· t~1qkmg up 
new. me3ms . Qf . entertahdng " th~ ; , su:n•me~·:s guests: / (}f.Je ~'!dyaft!~g~ . pos· 
ses.~ed by 'lM . Ahm~' was the CXJS.l(!J1.ce : ~el,li:llY qf Uu~: Y•x:gm1~ . Military 
In.st ituJe, <whose.• corps' , ,: sumn1¢r '.' ei~c~mp1neot .· · µs4'1UY ... w,11s J()cate~; and 
not · by · ,cp.fµcfd~nce, . in. Jh:C vid11ity~ Thi$ . oC.cuijrse : p~o,;v ided ~n . excuse 
tor< a· .mi.litary b')ll, aml one , can>iinagine Jhe effe~t . Ofl the ;beJJ¢s from 
Mc1i1phis ,01~ ,- ,Chadcston. , , .· .. : ' .... . .. , · ,·. · .·.· .. · ·. · · .. · · .... ·:. ·· 

.. · . ~n1e coming of· .the •· auto1nobile nm~~ ·· tl1~li . nny;thJ1.i:J;L .clse sp~lled the 
doom. of the- eounty•s res01~ts,~ alottg 'WiUr many sinJil~1· pla~~s thi;ough­
out the . South, There . were · (}the~· · Jac~or0n1an?s , vfotory· oye'l'·. yellow 
fever made .it less· i11?flcrnth·.~ •9>Jlce :_t~~ lo.wlc.~1~!$ , . dudn~ · th~ hot 
months. · and .new m~d_tcal kn9~l~ch~c. · J'."U~cq <!~4W , 1f ~vt · ~ts~,chcf i~1 
the '.'1urativc pow~1·s of ,the _vap.1ou~>no::dons \yate1·~~bµt Jlem:y. Fords 
horseless . catriage; ·~haogc.d -A*¢ri~a: iot9 a pel'iP,~t~U~ nalio.n, and few 
of :the: spdrigs. vi~re,, abl:ft 'ta s~~nil · U1t;1' cha~1ge.' By: tpcf end of the first 
Wol'ld Wal; thi!k d~\Y qf glol•y ,was. -·gone~ A ·succession• of new owners 
tried lo breathe ne.w life folu Uie Rockbl'idg-e .'Alum, i}nd ~he VJ\U. 



summer school was held there for. a icw years, but in 1920 it- closed 
never . t(> reopen. Today c\'en the ' buildings ·· are gone and , the property 
is pd\tafciy .inahtlaihcd as- wildlife sattctUary; ... · .·. · ... . .. ·· 

Uo~ltbridge Baths Hkcwfac, ~or a lime was ' the site of , tlut ·V.MJ . 
. · sw.tuni!r· s~h·ool. ·but .· .. hl'. 1926.' thci.· hotel '.burned' and no;< serious c!fcirt has · 
. ~)ic1~ been<n1adc to ' re\i.iye'/thc>pfacc, .though .'cven-,today,, Jn nn ·informal 

manner, it still attrncls its strnn:! of summer vfaitors.; · 

BlSllOP WILLIA~1 TAYLOR 
by Pr .. B- II. McCoy 

Willian~ Taylor's long niinistry was spread over the whole English 
speaking . world:·· He visited .all the conlin~nts. ·spending several years 
in ·eaC'h large ::a1'e~; ·made over 100, voyuges; opened, org~nizcd . ~nd ad­
n'iinistcted· mission~ in . Indfac(·Soi2th' America: and. >Africa- :.wrote · antl 
published . rn :hook~; kept a,:schcdule oLoM :.t(l &ix: ,:spc:~kirii;{ : ~riga~ement~ 

. a . day. 'AU ' of . this: \Vas '.d011-e:-·on a; : self .•.Mlpporting>basis. -funds Jor '. the 
support ;of'.' himself .c and. hi!ffeHow . · workers'>came,>frQm.~;-the .sl,lle '.of his 
book.s·; · ' · .. , , .. , >·· .·>.. '-><.. · · · 

On' bis lathct's side · -WHm.n'ri was -Scot'd1-'frislf whHe:d1i:S· imHl1ei-'s 
lineage . was . Englisll : Hoth >\vcre /-deep)y .. teligloµs . &tld -, j)atrioUcaHy 
Al}le.ricaiJ- ·snrnrt :and M'cfrtha· Ta31lor , Jh1e'd ' on:·. ~he, l:l~ow . :of: .. , Hog~ad: 
M()unt~hi .tiof.''far' froni R~ckbridge : Baths: 'OrLMay .. 2,.)8.2:1.; William··· was 
botii ".Sht>ttfy. ~Hehv:~frd~: .the · '.whoJc ;·Jamily:. ' b¢ca!n~ <jM;¢thpdistsi: ,.As a 

. young nian-,'-V{'11Ha'1n· ta\aglrt.-sc.hool' ~t Rapp'.s/ Mlll·a1)tt:h¢Id::-PliJ>lfo;·cb1;1rch 
m.ecH ' hhnself/ Sooh»he idedicat.ed his' Ute>t•>-'<fulbtime:>seti.vfoth'of .• the: 
. l~ora.· · . . · '.'.<coiir)J:t·y'· \\lide ~nd earU1 gfrdli-ng' mlnistry, :: w'hich :covers -' the 
y'ears l 2·l002'; 'titay -be -divided' int-a·· seven ·per,iods>These \vtU:;be taken 

. up.' ~t:r~~ri-h,i~.·· 'V'i ,i: ·~jl~ i~ ... :·-y.~'.at~· '.18~2·i 4~,; 'f. •~6:1~1.~; (~i~_· .. scr:~,~~:_:-r~.e :· ; Fra11 k-. 
tin, . DectfieUf,/ Fin(!a:s:u:e, :·.and ... SWeet · Spdfig,s : tHcult~ ; inT Vit~ltii~:"'Whifo 

~ri1.\1~:·1ii~~~fUti~-~!~~b!t--;~:~s;1~~~;i;Jr:;{?~:~:~~~·t~~Qba~~~;~~~~nwJ~<l 
· . the1y. to .,:BaUHnQre~ )t Was > rug~cd ,WQI'k; : trav(!hng ~- by ·;ijorse,lJae:k -.ovc:· 

rough terra'in; and ··aF~ salaiyJ)f $100 I)rit .yeim . . . _ < · . . . 

. ·· .. -w:~t.:~:f.~~~~.i~t1.~~i~~~-~·~,J~~fqU_~~Jc~~:rr~;.~~ti~~·~(f ~id~.~~"o:~ft't-:_~~~r~~r:~· 
·le.ft -b,y;,':chpper. . : ~u;td:.Jan4(?d iU1 San.'. -1< JSCP';\}55, .day~ ··:lat~r; :· where 
tn·~y-:~.oi~l!!f a :~J iis(~ig ,.Shoi'.fag¢:;Jle'; 's :· · .. , . \ ijis' ,0Wri":tu1l'tf.ieJ'./ buUding . 
bot,h ~a ,Clwcl.fihg ~'nd d't~p¢). Jful ; f c\v~J)e(lpU1 cam'c ">f'~ '' hls; chii·pel,- s() he 
c{,>J1~tW.¢d • . iJ,i.1,td~p~ ; pre~thing:' -~~ho,t,tgh . ',;_tfi.~s ·:· -wifaJ p~r~l~us:\b~1s;(i&¢ss; · he 
,made · mon~: .· t})an· ··6PO. o~tdoor :',"1ll~'.·· bti.N';oont: · setm911:s:.,,, a~1q ' .Wa& :nevt>-· 

·.· .. iJllllli~lJf ~l~~J!ifilil!~f tl 
.·. ··.· · ·Fro1ir 1856- l~ . ,T;ryJ{>r coyc1~¢<l :Jlm eastern.: centtarst~(~s a11d'.£aoada 

lil fl~ lfal.Si·VC e,Y eH$n-f a.nd Jcetifrh~g; ',JUs; plall ~ Wtts to :p,re~.¢h ' ii · gro UP . 

. ~~Ji!~?fi&r~i~J~n)c~!f~·.t~_~!~~i;.~!~c~ii~~}bit~:,'(k~;~.~·Jii~?ri1!.:~~u.~i0Ja~·ti~il o:r. 
. JJis. 'Au~ff<ilian ~ycat-s ·t:a62:'1(} ·. \vcr~ .b¢guh : ~J1on¢,;;·Jra\1;elirtg ·-thru . Hw 

Bible,Jands;_. acwss th?f•Jo<li~n · . (]cea1i : · th<inc~ ' 'fn '; 'Ncw \G~in~a:: Tasmania 
and N'C\v Ze<'llaM: Iil'i1lr these Mias hi!' t>ow1•rh1l 'p1•cad1in'1(<)f tlic gospel 
qukkencd the churches. 0Hcr1 doubling Oteir nwmbership with new 
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recruits. Moving to Sidney, be added scores of converts to Hie churches. 
Meanwhile his family arr.ived, and OQ.~ oJ his sons hecam:? . critically m. 
Leaming of U1e healthful climate of South Africa, he Jook his son an<l 
family there to recover~ Welcomed .. bY the South African ·churches, · he 
opened evangelistic wo1·k there, de\•oUmfhiS efforts first to the . whites; 
but findiug the natives in need of the message. he turned to them also. 
After securing a J(affir iuter:p1:cter. who tr~nsJated his sermons e!ft"!· 
tively, he won a thoiisand nepro· ~<>uls to .Gh.rist. Sen4h~~ .. his. family 
home, Mr. Taylor spent s9me hme m England arid ~he West Indies, and 
then returned tQ Australia. F'inaUy.Jn ltl?_O heJanded hlludia. 

He went to Indfa. on the invitation of James M. Thoburn. The chief 
areas visited were Bombay. Lucknow, and finallr·CeyJon. the Methodist 
Board of . Missions sought to confine their missio.naries to certain boun­
daries, but Taylor was · not to b~ bouz1d . by tufos .. Jle ranged far afield 
there, as be bad do~c in other are~s. ln Sot,tth Itidia,-Taylor made many 
converts and organized South lnd1a Annual Conference. 

William Tayfor's movements were unpredictable. Interest in South 
America turned his destiny thither, in 1871, and he spent the nex : 
scvei1 years · there. He opc1wd churches and schools, placing a group 
of carefully selected men and wonien .in cha1·gc .He aimed not to antago­
nize the Roman Catholics. This -Work, as elsewhere, was self-supportine 
except for transporaHop cxpens~s. The Mission Board disliked his in­
dependence. but patie.ntly fa~ went ahead·, asking only to be let free to 
do the will of God, as he saw it. TP,e Board fio~Hy · posed a ehallenge 
that . he . either .· preach in-· conformity ,with their program, or lose his 

· conferem;e standiµ.g. <The mission .field ·. worketo.s ,sided .· with him, and 
fo show his full sympathy with: his ;brethren;,·. he resigned his .· member· 
ship_ in lhe Sot,rth ·India· C()nfercnce and becaro~ ~n ·ordained layman 

.· liis . repo1:L on nllS$iOUS . thdUed .the Gex.•eral . C.(;lnf~rence· of 1884, 
meeHng fa, Philadelphia, and thetj ·a, stra.~ge. Jhfog. ~l:lPPened. )Vhen the 
Confere~ce decjded _to, , el~cl a Bishp~, to ,sµperintenq .the . Afr.ic1,tn fiel~. 
i}o one want~d the:.Job;' but William .!J'aylor;. uow a l~ym.an, .. ~as unant· 
mously ele~ted/ and'' accepted · t,lJl . ~onditiq~. th~t he be .. kept . free ol 
testrainOL :lie gathered a latge nuil\b9r,, of : co~wµrke;rs, ofC~ring them 

·plenty . 01. 0 hard '. woi·kt d;lnger. hardship 'aild .. sacrifice wilb . God. He 
s·.e. H .ail····.w. ith. 4·.5 ... <p· .. ' er. sons f.o.r Arig(>la~· .. The.,re na.Uve- to·n· g. ll~S : ha<l to .be re-
duced .to fot'm . before ltlUCb bead.\vay. cQuld:. be niade; Stations were 
established in Angola'. i;tAh~ : Coi1go and,Jn Lil>:ef.i~ .. '.1'1le -b~shop walked 
thou~ands' of mil:es alon:g;~jungle tp1U,s ,d.1.;1riilg: t.~e ·l,v,et\'c . Y.e~~s. ·always 
lov~d, . tru~ted a,.nd ' bonored bY)l~t&vcs . ~md •1ltss1o~~nes.' ·U!.s reports . to 
the General Conference bad a .. gi:.~at e·(fec~.; . J'Ust · P.l'..19f . fo his . return for 
the .c.:mferenf.'?e 9f . ~396,: )le; : w~,s stnickd()_wn , }}Y a tbug. Oil 01e palace 
grPu.nds . <:Jf.: (h~: a.~lg~nn . · ~big ' Leopqltt.::n . was . .a·· cas~ of rolst;iken .identity . 

. Tb~ i(tta~k -.~~pl,~t~d,':Alle.: ~i~hue"s · :st~¢ng~~ · ~ttd. Jhf!: Ge!leral . coofe~encc 
rchr.ed .hi~ , tt1,sp1~e , ()f; .• ~•s. , P~,C>lt:?.sts, . . JioweycF~ no,t b~11lg '. ';a cand1date 
for .the:. sh~W" ·its .lJ;e. put J~~ ,he returne~ to: Soylli, ~f.rica and spent the 
ne~t two y{}a.ii ~afilp;ijgn.~ti.if . i~J-.:is .olr;f: I<;~am(hau_nts. . . · . 

· .. l1pon.> B.i~hOP ·:Ta~h>(S. r~~ur~1. tq ~m~n~a · : ~e c;ime ~down. once more 
. into lhe :sQutbla'1d" to v1srt · r(}la~ions . . He; ren~arked , uF rom here I shall 
go to Virtini~ ' tQ see '•ny· brother~ ; fr(im there l shall gu to CaUfornia to 
J>e with my family f6r a feW. quiet years; then l shall go. off to Heaven" . 

. He retul•ne(l to ;his famiif Hl 1898'· lifl'.d fol1r :years later he died. 

. The follo\ving .· l.i.ncs , \>Jere .. composed ~y . a. frie~d 'hi . memory of this 
amazing moderµ ·apos,tle: . . .· . 

. . . . . \ . . 

. "l,ong ·.his years h~vca PC·Cll and. toHsom¢, 
Yc.ars. of unrcquicted 1abot, : 
Years of weariness and: pain, · 
Tm ·the rnaste,r COlll~ •rgairi. 

17 



Yeats of exile fro1n his kindi.·cd, . 
ChccrfoUy forsaking an, · ·: · 
Heating ~ut tbc voice of Jesus, 
And the savior's !Ovhl~ call; · 

In hfs-hrHh an Ab~:?ham. 
· An Eu9cfr walkhtg 'Witfthis God, 
tn inlrigtlty ·a Daniel· , · ' ' . . · · 
Fc<lr1ess · ih both deed and word. 

Iii his fovfog heart a David; .. 
In · h.is world '. widclabor.s; . Paul. 
fo his holy consecration 
He is. pure. ail1<mg them alt'' 

THE 'BLLJE HOTEl, . 

1817-1947 

by . Mrs: <;lrn1:1Cs McCulloch · · 
. . . 

. The. "Blue Hold" · stood on '· land once a .part of .the · original Gilbert 
Campbell !'plantation". Can'lpbCIL-was . a ·. Bo1·dcn.:·G1;a'nt settler :and was 
estdbHshed- her~ befo1~c · 1147, . .···· . · .. · .. • · ... · . ·. . ... 

·· Deed · J3.Q<l'k. ~3a; · Feb,·}2. ·.· 1817,' ::rcc<.>t'~s ._ an ituctfon· .. ~f _-this pf:()perty, . 
tbe.n .pa1·t of John Gnlbra1th's' estate . .lt was-.• suld: by·.h:jSio executo,rs John 
Galbt-~fth : ts{) it) ·· arii;l"' :Johti ' Jordan. :\A. i·ebtti'.'J~ ' :of;_· tbe·ria;tte.t:, f,~, ~:iei~ldah 

-Joi:dan, · ·uwhed·' MrtUguous · •tan.d, ·· nppro.xht1ate!Y '\:wher¢ ,o, · ~the'/ Letcher 
· · ·· . H9use" "is '~t()W. 'J'he:•h:igt•est ·bidder: "Jacob'• 'Clyce, bought -~1J~,~>:--t'9 ·· poles 

• ~' *- : ti.~a1· :- rne ••. to:Vnt 'of•. Lexington, ·t;;a :mi;Y.N1E .. ;. of :Q;; -,Hous.e/•,~:! ::. C()i:ner 
to •'fleie{<fah. \Jotda11~ one/line •" of :College< Lait,d\· ,,.t:h'~.uce · with.:isaj~: la?1d .. . 
to C:o~·i1er to ·.• iJolYn , J-01~dan'.';;y$1~5Q \.yn~.:>paitj;· ,whicih'· fg(sucl,.1 •3l_l · acre" 
age·'.'ipdicatcs .. nn .e#eH~nt' house>at'that·date, 'tlje cqee~:hc&.{lt . .. · s! ·· ''Said 
Clyc~ · ha~ · the • p_d\1 ile~e ·. uf:. Jifltti'~ • ."v~~~r ·:oul. ~o!flhe .. ~pd~ng:} a,~4:,_(usiri;J 
t-he · ~pper: ___ part of. sprtnl{ -lJHUS~ US·-1t' ISUO\Y d1yJd«!~118 .~ •·•- l2'?:fL;~l1e ·~said 
Clycc \fas.··bo·uJ1(:l .t(i; keep cndos'ura,anun1d. spring.,iri· order .·b1,,e(JnJundion 

· \\•H.h··· ihose · is ·· Ji~ewfae .,ifHcrcstcct•·~ •-Tlii!:(\'spririg ,cal:lcd .·· 0 'l'he> Letche1· 
Spt'ing'''. WtlS dia·~o1iaHy -:a~toss the. nmd.<. , ·• .· . .. . · . . · <''< 
... 1~iitct~ • '..Chc~ ·iJo·µghf h{rld o~\ Jh:lt. · shl~fof _01~ '-roa'd .'. an!J ·· vut hJs car~ 
pei)tet . Shqp; t1for¢: 1 Je' c<Jl)Ji riu cd · 'fo. pfy ' f)is · 1h'.~ile\ ... · 4$ ' COU~t: .·. frte.s ·· show, 

· ~~ii:i1:d~~c~l~y~~~·1~e6'~·;t-A ~1:t r~~%.Jrij.,~i~~;~~1i>·~~~;g .. ·c:aJ~:J~1\ .·irh~ · 
entrance ot I~.exJn~tot(·: a.J:rd)it;'Uie . foq[ of a : verY ''ste.ep-:.hlJL~ih~re · hors€s 

• 1nyst ,pause<,a.f'id . ,t)'ayeU~r~· re$\ ;· ~ ·:, 4ik' . I-ri:, Hfo'rJ85.0's · ~l~e.''top \\ot:·'thfa -_·_ hiU 
·at Ma·ln :. aria -w-ashiD'gH>ti .Strcet.S. was <::iit :' down '. fu~l}t< t~nJeet · a-nd tbc 
. bottmit raJ'Scd:: .tn:rt ·~riti~.fi:, ~)nakiifg,lh'~· .road _ l•e\iel ·~Jt,oJbe t:}iotcf entrance. 

in~-~ .:,i~~:~ri~~!1~6~11.~1~~~'.';:~i~,4~i1~:.?W~-~~i~~~~l.i~,~it¥l'.~~'. ....... ,,,- ,;t~d; 8;!~i 
of 1827 values buildings ai1d land 'at -'$2~418 .. 36 and· tiotes ''that ~he 
pr;opeFtY _\yas }r~,n;;;fo~re~),rom l,;md , BnoJ~ to .. T~W!1 :. I~ots, an~ "valuation 
altered on atd. of bu1ldm:g $900..,....,and '.$20Q added; 'H'"' · · , : .. · 

·. The $900 could .be the ha.nd~omc .. frol1't ::~'dclr(i(}t{ \vltii1 the' hnpo$ing 
facade , as ~omc of us .. r.cmNnbcr it. l,'.fhe. $2()0-: 1n,e~_nt .. ; imprp.~vpd ,stables 

. southwest of the h9use \vhcre the Whitin1n$.'e1;,vi<;e:-SJ3'tfon:.:Js,·now, Later 
deeds of trust and · entries · indicatq freq,u~ut-:;imt>it4¥~meiits~ .,.,::,. . . • 

There w(~rc three distinct pai·ts 0£ the ~b.l:ick .hoy$e~.; b-Oth·• in~erior and 
exterior showing ihc joining. The middle fniildlng; whkh · may have 
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been the original dwelling house, had beautiful, carefully finished wood­
work. especially one mantel. The two story rear building, with entrance 
from the College direction, was more hastily constructed with plainer 
woodwork. Both stories of this part had three bedrooms . on each side 
of a narrow hall which continued to the front The house was bum on 
a hill, and under this rear portion was a large basement kitchen and 
storerooms. A large dining room filled the basement space of the middl~ 
building, connecting with the basement, or ground floor of the third 
portion which extended to the street where the main entrance was. 
(In the last days this was used for storage and coal. its hand carved 
mantel thick with dust.) But in the 1840's through the 1860's this 
spacious lobby was a meeting place for gentlemen of the vicinity as 
well as transients. 

Guests need not go through the public lobby. Outside stairs on 
each side .led directly to the porch of the main floor where a lovely 
arched . doorway admitted the visitor to parlors and bedrooms. The 
whole front gave the impression of quiet elegance, with its two story 
po1·ch and roof supported by small white columns with Ionian capitals. 
Two of these capitals may be seen in the Museum of this Society, which 
also rescued the rose window. At the top the attic gabJe was extended 
to cover the porch. Its beautiful round window attracted appreCiation 
always. 

Jacob Clyce, the builder, had grown up ''on the waters of Buffalo'' 
\vhcre his father, Christopher. owned 242 acres. Having learned car­
pentering, he moved to the town. There he was influenced by-and 
probably worked fOr-CoL John. Jordan, . who was · then constructing 
the Grecian pillared buildings so much in vogue everywhere. · A letter 
from Harold Clyce. of Estes Park, Col.. . says: "I have sonie of my 
grandfather's tools marked J. C ... His son, William. my grandfather, 
was a skilled architect and builder. . • possessed deep knowledge of 
Greek architec.ture~ He bunt much of the co11ege at Abingdon. . . ." 
indicating possib.ly tb.d Jacob's skill was Jareater than recognized. 

We get an idea of the furnishing of the inn from the lists at the 
Court House. Every time J'acob improved -it he borrowed money. The 
Deeds of' Trust itemized the property he gave as security. We read of 
0 3 Yankee clocks, 10 tables, some in 3 pieces, 5 ovens Dutch ovens (for 
open fire cooking) lamps, brass candlesticks, rocking chairs, high post 
bedsteads, wash bowls and pitcberi::-many other articles used in a well· 
kept house-and. today worth ·thousands <>f dollars. 

He owned only one negro woman an<! three little boys, but could 
hire waiters, . etc. See Minute Book, ;\pr. 18'.H,126-"0rdered that 
John Calvin, a boy colour." be bound out "to learn the art and 
mystery of a house servaut!' 

As with other waride inns, of the period. Jacob had annual licenses 
to keep an "ordinary''. May, 1829 records his .first license, tax $18.00, 
j!ranted to i·s•d Clycc as a man of good character not addicted to 
drunkenness or gaining." Some of the tavern prices regulated by court 
law are a~tounding in 1950! 

'{::;t:ra Br~l:~ .::.:·:··.···.::.:·.:::.·.:·.--'.··.:·.··· .'.:·:··:.·. :·.::.:·.~.: .: ·.::·. :·::.·:·:·.· .. · .$i~gg ~:~ ~:~~ 
Domestic Wine ........... : ... .... . ....... ....... ,._ ................ ....... l.50 per gal. . 

i~~1t~onBe:hiske.y, .... ··.·.~· .. ·: : ·.·~:·.·.··:· .. -,,:,,:::.·: :·. · · ·~·;.:.·.·.·.··.'·.··. :.~···.-- l·.~g ~:~ ~:\: 
Good West Indies Rum , .................... , ........ . ... . . ... 3.00 per gal. 

The tavern furnished lodging in good feat her beds and clean sheets, 
and stables and bay for the night .. 

Hot Dinner ..... 
Breakfast or Supper 
Feather Bed . , .. 
Hay for night 
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The imported Madeira, Geneva spirits, etc., had · to come from the 
seaport of PhHadclphia by wagon or ox cart. 

After 1831 no license for Jacob is recorded. He paid $7.50 tax for 
"House of entertainment" only. Again in 1839 a license to sell ardenl 
spirits :it "Th·e WesH:rn lnn" wus issued to J·iunes F. Clyte, Jacob's sort 
who .was hotel managur then. In 1848 this license was for ''The Exchange 
Hotel," by which name the place continued until the Clyce heirs sold. 
it to Washington and Lee in 1871. 

In 1851 Jacob and his son made an exchange o.f homes. James and 
his wiie took the hotel which he had been ·managing for· years. Jacob 
and his wife Elita retired to the "Manor house'' adjoining the Inn 
stables, which James had bought from the Matthew Hanna heirs. Value 
listed for the exchange house was $1800, and $1600 for stables, etc. 
The Manor House on Main and .Henry Streets was valued at $2500. 

This small "Manor House'' merits recognition. It was built on the 
original town lots No. 17 & 23. and was the .only house preserved-a 
type of domestic architecture of the first building period. William 
Drown, its owner, sold it to Matthew Hanna when Brown mo\lcd to 
Kentucky in the lute 17f,lO's. Hanna's heirs sold it to Jns. Ci.Yee in 1849. 

In lhc ·tragic yc.!ar 1863 it was occupied by Mrs. Coriwlia McDonald 
who, with her young sons, fled to Lexington, penniless and homeless. 
Hcrpriccless Diary. edited by her son in 1934, has this footnote: ''The 
house origh:rnlly fronted on Main Street but when the brick store was 
added Ou the l880's) tbe entrance was changed to Henry .Street. The 
Great fire which destroyed most of lhc town in 1796 was checked at 
Henry Street · and this house escaped. Mat.thew Han~·s · Jiv~ daughters 
saved it by spreading wet blankets on roofs, the water befog ' carried 
by th. em from a town_ spring (two blocks away) .. .. The grassy yard was 
shaded with trees. Dining room and kitchen were in the basement.'' 
In Ipswich or Leesburg ~he , house would have bee1qe$tored with pride. 
Alas, it is cOIUJ)letely rnzed--even the great chimney stones are gone. 

James Clyce died in 1852, aged only, 38, as evidenced by his tomb· 
stone at Old <Monmouth graveyard . He had made tbe Exchange . an im· 
pottant place in the community; When V. M. t opyned in 18.~9. the new. 
·cadets stayed there for ·weeks until some barracks were cornplcted. 
Relatives visiting students found agreeable quarters and the stage 
coaches wekomed rest before toiling up the hill .. . . · 

The gentlemen who met' often in Lhe sociable lobby demanded high 
potions. Though James last illness lasted many weeks, and ,presumably 
no new stock was ordcr.ed during this period. the appraiscment lists: 

1000 Segars and other separate boxes 
9 Bottles Champagne 
Several barrels of Rum 
Quantities of various . wines. imported and domestic 
Sugar, fla.sks, sHver spoons, etc. 

About 1857 the wjdow Ciyce (nee Campbell) married Maj . John 
T. Gibbs, a pharmacist who was connected with V. M. I. He became 
legal guatdlan for the two Htlle Clyce girls (1858). The Gibbs lived for 
some years at The Exchange but leased the hotel privileges. Through 
the courtesy of Mr_. F . M. Harris we have a Ledger Bo_ok of the 1860's 
kept ·by Solomon Craft Many familiar local names are . in it. 

After the "Blue Hotel" was sold, the Gibbs family moved to the 
"Manor" stm owned by Mrs. Gibbs and her Clyce daughters until it 
was cvcntualty sold to Washington and Lee; So are the stories of tht! 
two houses interwoven. The "Exchange Jlotel" was painted a blue gray 
by Washington and Lee, and was afterwards called uBlue Hotel." 

Washington and Lee used the property for a . student's boardin'! 
house. The lessees paid uo rent, but agreed to board students at a low 
fixed rate . During vacations it was filled wilh summer boarders. Son\·e 
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of those who managed the Inn were Mr. and Mrs. Bowie, Mrs. W. A. 
Anderson, Mrs. J. D. Rogers, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Moore, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carwn, Miss Olympia WHliamson, Mrs. Chinn nnd . others. An old stu· 
dent recalls that in 1893·97 he paid $13.00 per monlh. This included 
room. (stoves in each} . iirc, lamps, janitor service and .three hearty 
meals everyday-scoi·cs of hot rolls at every meal, steak 'I'hursday night. 

. roast beef, turkey, kc cream every Sunday. Thirty.five boys were ac · 
com.modated, two and three in a room. 

After 1907 pJumbing and central heat ( 1913) were installed, and 
other alternHons made for convenience. But boarding students became 
a financial risk and summer boarders were few. By th:: 1930's it had be­
come vacant. 

lnteriOr remodelh~g was needed to convert it to apartments and club 
rooms. The firm · foundaUons and the thick walls needed to be re· 
mortared and reinforced. About it hovered the aura Qf an historic past. 
but any repair was deemed impractical, and the Blue Hotel, which had 
served so well, is now but a rmsty memory. 

VIRGINIA'S LOST INDUSTRY 
by Mr. John D. Capron 

in the century from 1830 to 1930, the blast furnaces of Virginia 
produced Pig Iron valued at $317,183,274.79. Shwe rn:rn not a single 
ton of Pig Iron has been produced commercially. Yet Virginia Iron was 
once the finest iron availublc on this side of the Atlantic. It is interest· 
ing to Jrace the history of these Virginia furnaces. And it is particularly 
interesting to investigate the reasons this once thriving industry no 
longer exists. 

To Virginia, the first English settlement in Am~rica. b~longs the 
honor of inaugurttting withii:t her limits as a colony that most important 
industry, iron manufacture, In 1619 the London Company brought over 
workmen and built an iron furnace on Falling Creek near the present 
site of Richmond. Funds ro.- this venture were "appropriated'' by Sir 
Edwin Sa11dys from monies contributed for a college at Henrico. He 
planned in this way to assure a regular income for the college whkh 
wa~ to be built later~ A mine was opened and a test run successfuUy 
made. However, on the 1norning of March 22, 1622, before the furnace 
could be put into regular operation, t.here was an Indian attack. Most 
of the colonists were slain and the furnace was destro}1ed. 

So great was the discouragement which resulted, that it was almost 
a full century before the production of iron commerdaHy was again 
attempted in Virginia. This lapse was encouraged by England where 
competition from the Colonies was never welcome. The exportation of 
iron from the Colony was forbidden by an act of the General Assembly 
for Virginia in 1662, and the prohibition was renewed in 1682. Governor 
Alexand<ir Spotswood was the . first to break the spell. l>iscovering iron 
ore on hls property he bunt a fUrnace at Germm:ma near Fredericksburg. 
This furmu:e was named for the sett1ement of German miners who ope· 
rated the works. The exact date that this furnace was constructed is 
not known but the furnace is mentioned in a hook published in 1724 
("THE PRESENT STATE OF Vl.RGINIA," by Hugh Jones) . 

In 1732 Colonel WHliarn Byrd wrote his interesting narrat'ivc "A 
Progress of the Mines." At that time there were three blast furnace" 
in Virginia, as well as an air furnace or cupola at Massaporiax. These 
furnaces · have been identified as Germauna. Accokcek and Fredericks­
vilJe. At least two of these furnaces continued to operate until the middle 
of the 19th century. 
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The next famous writer to throw some light on this subject was 
Thomas Jefferson. In his " Notes on Virgini~:· published in 1781, he 
wrote us follows: ' 

"The mines of Iron worked at present are Gnllaway•s, Ross', · 
and Ballandinc's on the south :;idc of James rivm·. Old's tin the 
north side in AJbcn1arlc. Millm-'s in Augusta, and Zane•s in ( 
Frcderiek. These two last are in the valley bet ween the · Blue 
Ridge and N~>rlh mountain. CaUaway's1 Ross\ Mill<~r1s and Zane's 
make auout 150 tons of bar-iron each in the year; Hoss' makes 
also about l.600 tons of pig-iron annually; Ballandine's, l,000; 
CaHaway's , Mil!cr's and Zane's alwut 600 each. The toughness 
of the cast -iron of Hoss' and Zane's furnace is remarkable. Pols 
and other utensils cast t.hinncr than usual of this iron may .be 
safely thrown into ot out pf t.hc wagons in which they are tr;:ins-
portc<l. Sall' pans made of the same and no longer wanted for { 
that purpoi;c, cannot be· broken up in order to be melted again 
unless previously drilled in many parts." 

The ratt; of production Oml JeHcrson gives was remarkably high, 
and many a furnace man. of a century later would hitve been proud of 
these records. 

As tlw succc$s of thusc funwccs became known, more furnaces were 
built in Eastern Virginia . Although at one time around 1850 there 
wc1·p eighteen furnaces in this section. they could not comp~te with 
those lot4lcd in me Blue Ridge m'Ca . Su the entire industry shifted 
northward a1id westward lo regions where there were alnmdant supplies 
of power, ore · and f ueL 

ln any event, Virginia's iron industry continued to expand and more 
and more furnaces wern built Even at this late day we are ·able to 
identify 109 charcoal furnaces that operated in Virginia during the 18th 
and 19th Centuries. 

Although iron and slccl arc an essential of civilization. it is in war 
time Urnt we find the greatest demand for this material. So , it is to 
war that we attribute both lhc rise and tan .of the Virginia iron furnaces. 

The Second lfovoluHonary Convention of Vjrginia which met March 
22, 1775; included. s.uch men as George Washington, Ricltard Henry Lee 
:rnrt Patrick Henry. They foresaw the need of organizing Urnir natural 
resources. One of their rcconuncudations was that the manufacture of 
iron and siccl articles be encouraged. There were lwo major results 
of this action, the construction of a foundry for casting cannon at West­
ham and Che construction of a Government arms factory at 1'"'eredericks­
burg; This foltcr project materially increased the demand for pig iron. 

Th(! Albemarle lron Works Furmu.~e was aided by a loan from the 
Govcrmnent of 2000 pounds to be repaid in pig iron. RedweH's Furnace 
was built durfog the war but we have no record of any Government aid 
in the work. Unfortunately for Virginians, the expansion of iron in­
dustry from 1775. lo 1782. did not last. After the wa~. the decrease in 
demand, aided by an inflated currency, restllted in Uie closing of most 
of th<! furnaces that played stich a?1 important part in · the victory ol the 
coloriics. · 

In the Mcxkan War, Virginia furnaces played an even more important 
part. In . a letter appearing in the "Virgi~ia Star•• of Frcdcrkksburg 
m 1882 we find Urn following statement ; 

"During the Mexican War of 1846-7 every ~hot and sheU thrown at 
the enemy was shipped from this Curnacc.'' (The Catherine Furnace.) 
The letter also referred to the part this furnace played in supplying 
!:he lls for lh t~ Confcdl'raey. 

22 



It was not until the War Between the Shitcs that Virginia Inm be· 
came vHaHy important. The Tredegar Jron Works at Richmond, which 
was lhc most important source of munitions for the Confederacy, tlrew 
its supply of pig iron from lbc mountain furnaces of Virginia. Tht1 
faihne of the Union forces to discover and destroy these self-contained 
sources of supply undoubtedly prolonged the struggle many months. 1t 
was in June 1864, that Hunter in his raid to attack Lynchburg stumbled 
upon three of the Tredegar furnaces. Mount Torry Furnace was destroyed 
on June 10th, Cloverdale Furnace was burned four days later. and 
Hunter reached Grace Furnace on the Nineteenth. Aided by a loan of 
$150,000.00 from thP Nittc and Mining Bureau, tbese furnaces were all 
rebum within. six months. They and othel' Virginia furnaces continued 
to ship pig iron for munitions until the fall O·f Richmond closed the 
Tredegar Iron Works. As one authority has said, so far as the basic 
need of the Confederate lronmusters for war pig iron was concerned, 
'4their tale, be it success or fai!ure, lay buried in Virginia valleys and 
mountains." 

With the end of the war au industrial activity ceased for a time, 
and Virginia furnaces stood idle. Howeve1·, as reconstruction progress€d, 
the iron industry became more and more important .. Actually in Virginia 
they made plows out of sword~ and soup kettles oul of cannons. 

Then loo, the thirty or . more iron furnaces stiU hidden away in the 
hHls were not easily taken over by the Yankees, and were a vital source 
of hard. cash to the Commonwealth. Gradually · the industry recovered, 
nnd by 1873 most of the old furnaces were in · blast and many new fur· 
naces were being built. 

1'"rom 1914 to 1918 the steel mills and foundries of the country were 
demanding more and more pig iron, first to supply .. the Allies" \\•Hh 
armumcnts, and then to equip our own troops. Every available furnace 
in Virginia was put in blast and production was stepped up from 281,508 
tons to 575,385. This out·put was sufficient to prevent a serious short­
age of pig iron in the United States. 

Uecenlly during the Second World War, with the demand for iron 
and steel l!Oing through the same cycle, there was not a single blast 
furnace in Virginia that was operated to aid the country. 

The reason us1,rnHy given for dismanlling an individual furnace a~· 
well as for the abandonment of the iron producing industry in Virginia 
is that "the ore gave out!' H is true, of course, that some furnace" . 
were closed by the fact that the ore in the b11mediate neighborhood 
was used up. Howevc>.', to me it is incredible that a source of iron ore 
which in Corty years produced over 40,000,000,000 pounds of ore, could 
become completely exhausted overnight. 

l am forced to the conclusion that war, the basic cause of the growth 
of the lrnn Industry in Virginia, in the end. caused its abandonment. 

Around 1918 the price of pig iron rose from $13.62 to $41 .73 a ton. 
This, c<.>upled with the shortage of trained men, made it easier to buy 
Lake Ore than to keep Virginia mines operating and look for new ore. 
So our mines stood idle and no new ones were developed. But the iron 
is still in the ground. 

Virginia Furnaces; in 1776 they made this Country a possibiljty, in 
1847 they defeated Mexico, in 1863 they prolonged lhe life of the Con­
federacy and in HHS they aided the Allies. In the future they must be 
ready to play their part in .U1e greatest of all wars. 

(The paper was illu.strnkd by slides showing moi;l of the furnaces 
mentioned.) 



THE MEMOIRS OF JAMES L . McCOWN, C S A 
by 

Dr. AllH!rt McCown · 

"Stand up like a man and du your duty." "llemember your name!" 
"This is the holtc::;l plac:c I was ever in ." These, and many other equally 
stirring Jines dot the pagt!S of the war dh1ry of James L. McCown, who 
went from Lexington. Va . to the bloody fighting around SpoUsyJvania 
Court House, aflcr which he \\'a.S c:ipturcd and confined at Fort Dela­
ware for thirteen months. 

With him were other Lexingtouians, indu<ling John Varner, Clay 
Palmer, C. J. Gi.llock, James J. llumpass, and Michael Miley. The diary 
begins on April 2, 1864, wilb these words: ''We bid farewell to our 
happy homes for the stern rculilics of Anny life. With many God bless· 
ings, with sad ycl lm1v1: hearts, we leave those dearest in life for lh:: de­
fense of Old Mother Virginia." 

Two 1.fays later. McCown lwd anivcd at Camp Lee, and was "wailing 
to start to the front.' ' going to Orange Court House via train, and walk· 
ing from there to lhe encampment. By May 5 the new recruits were fac­
ing the grim realities of battle: 

"There is an awful :-iknc:c. Many arc seen during this quiet lo t.ake 
oul their Bibles aud read and sil<'ntJy ask God to sp<m.! and sf1icld lhcm 
in the hour of l>attlc. How awful is this im1ctio11 . . :• 
l. Ft>r a longer account of the dfory, sec the Hockbritlgc t:OONTY NEWS 
for February 12. 195:i. 

Ll'l us switch now lo tht• adual wonJs of the diary, which arc more 
vivid than any parnphrn:w wmtld be. 

MA\' l L The dead and wou11tkd lie thick . The field is covered with 
things JcH by Yankees in their retreat. Lale this evening General Lee 
rode ·· along the Jine. The lrnops went wild with joy to see our beloved 
General. He was mounted on Traveller . .. W~ ate ordered to sleep on 
our arms. 

MAY 12. We continued tlcspcrntcly, nol dreaming oL capture until 
we were completely surround<!d by overwhelming odds. The color bearer 
said U1ey should not have our colors. so he tol'c it off and stuffed it in 
his bosonl. As we were btought fo the rear we walked over their dead. 
They He so thick in our front. I slept in the mud. 

JUNE t. A prisoner's life is hard .indeed. Our friends are taken out in 
rough pine boxes. How sad to die in enemy territory. Many of the pri­
soners are catching rats and eating them. Oh for one good square meal. 
I JUNE 11 . . Who should visit us todny but the Rev. George Junkin, n. 
D. \\iho was President of Washington College but le(t Virginia because 
he coul<ln't be disloyal tu ll13.Guvcnuncut o{ lhe U. S. He tells- us Lex­
ington is. captured 'and the VMI lmrned by Hunter . 

He held in his hand a ca11c saying, .. This is a gift from StoucwaH 
Jackson, my son-in-law." His appearance here reminds me so much of 
home. .. . 
. AUGUST 1. We have fresh water today from the Bran~ywine River. 
We are cheered with good news of General Lee's Army. When will we 
ever see home? Our rations slim - meat just terrible. Sometimes if we 
lift it oH the table, it drops to pieces, being in a rotten s tate. 

Herc we are shut off from the outside world, and starving in this 
Nort hem Bastille. ~. * * 

The diary continues, giving a graphic description of prison life, of 
heroism · among the inmates, and of their. eventual release. 

From sueh accounts ~s these .we can rcaliw more fully Just what was 
endured by the men who fought for the Confederacy; just what condi· 
tions pertained then; and how much they believed in · the principles 
which their lc<idcrs c1rnnciatcd . 

(The diary will be prcs ;'.! rvctl in the Virginia Slate Library , and may 
be examined them~ by any inlcrested party . ) 
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ANDREW MOORE, ROCKBRIDGE SOLDIER, STATESMAN 
AND FlRS'r SENATOR FROM WEST OF THE MOUNTAINS 

Dr. Charles W. Turner 

· The significance of local history can be sensed onJv when the skeins 
of the web of national history can be wound together from the matcrfols 
found in private homes, libraries and government centers. The writer 
dicsovered letters of Andrew Moore in the Rockbridge Historkat Society 
files, University. of Virginia Library, and in private collections. The 
finds are briefly described below. 

General Andrew Moore \vas 'born al "Cannicello/' an estate between 
Fairfield and Midway, in 1752, of Scotch·lrish parents, who had been 
early settlers of the first inland front•cr. He studied at the Augusta 
Academy and took law with George Wythe at William and Mary College. 
Hardly had he put out his shingle in Lexington to practice when tw 
was called upon to give his three years. of milHarv service, he ad­
vanced from a lieutenant to brigadier general. Again and again he helped 
raise a militia, even to serve Jn the war of 1812. 

Upon resigmng his commission, he was called upon to fill a seat in 
tho General Assembly of the new state of Virginia, where he supported 
the views of the liberal James Madison on questions of paper money 
emission, religious assessments, and British debt confiscations. The home 
folks honored him by appointing him their representative along wi•'• 
William McKee, in the state convention to ratify the Federal Constitu 
lion in 1788. Here. he showed the courage o( his convictions when, in 
spite of his instructions, he voted in favor of the Federal Constitution. 
This appeared not to displease his constituency too much, for he was 
elected their first national representative tc:> Congress and soon was 
enroute to New York in a coach-and-four. His first address before Con· 
gi·ess was a criticism of Hamilton's financial progr~m and made him 
a charter member of Jefferson's Republican faction. His letters reveal 
his Republican views and his opposition to measures that would benefit 
only the Tidewater area. He voted on bills increasing western defenses, 
for better organization of Indian affairs and oppQsed the Jay Treaty. 
His attitude toward taxes was-the less the better. 

·On returning home in 1795, he manied Sarah Reid, daughter of 
Andrew Reid. a member of a prominent family of Lexington, Virginia. 
But his friends would not let trim return to private practice; they elected 
him to the General Assembly ( 1796-97) where he suppQrted the passing 
of the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions. In 1804 he was the first sena· 
tor elected from west of the mountains. and in Washington he rejoiced 
in the triumph of the Republicans. Moore made several lengthy ad· 
dresses in support of the embargo, His letter penned to Andrew Reid. 
his father-in-Jaw, is quoted below: 

SIR, 
HAVING taken il1y seat in Congress late in the session, I 

have it not in my power to give you a detail of the business 
which has bet.'!n (lone. The most important and interesting to the 
United States is (in my opinion) the law for earring into effect 
the treaty made with France, whereby we have acquired Louisi· 
ana. The future importance of this acquisition lo the United 
States, may be estimated from its extent, the . fertility of the sqil. 
and its convenient navigation. The . present . importations into 
this ceded territory are estimated at twn millions fh1e hundred 
thousand dollars, annµalJy, in nrtides for the consumption o( 
the present inhabitants aU of which are subject under the reve· 
nue laws of the United Stales to a tax .. This can be considered 
only as a commencement of that revenue which must in time be 
derived from this possession. 
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On this subject l beg Jc;n·c tu remark-That those members 
who (when the navigution of the Mississippi was obstructed by 
the Spanish lnlend;ml) were clamorous for war, and who con­
sidered the navigation o! that stream as so important to the 
United States, that they were willing to encounter the danger 
and ex pence of . a war for the acquisition, were, on its being 
obtained Ly a foir and just purchase, the first to oppose it. It is 
pcculiurly unatcounfab!c, that any who represent districts ad­
Juining to, . or on the wcslt:l'll waters, should oppose a measure 
which ~ccurcs to them a free navigation for Urn exporlation of 

the surplus produce of their labour, and to the United Stales 
an extensive fertile couulry. suited to all tlH!' productions, which 
'AC have heretofore obtained from the West ln<lies1 al an im· 
mcn~e expense . 

Co1igrcss have had under their cunsi<lcralion a biH for sel­
tliug claims to lands purchased of the stale of Georgia . -By the 
testimony before us, which will soon be b(ifore the public, it ap­
pears the legislature were c(u-ruptcd-that eal'.h member who 
voted for the sate tune exception) had an allotment of the land 
or money given as the reward for his vote. I have considered 
the claim as unjust. Tb.e further consideration of the biH is 
postponed to the next session. . 

At the )ate Cungrcssiunal clctlion in the county of Green· 
brier, I cndeavuurcrl lo show that the measures of the present 
administration were beHcr calculated to promote the happiness 
of this country than those of the former. Then under the present, 
although our burdens were con:sirlerably lessened by the repeal 
ot the excise, stamp chHics, etc. and by suffering the law impos­
iug a tax on laud to expire-Y ct we were progressing rapidly 
in extinquishing lhc public debt. 

I endeavored to contrast the fi!>cal arrangements, or the re­
ceipts and expenditures of public monies,. under the tltesent 
and the former adrninistrnt.ion, by giving the folhnving state­
ment of facts. 

That by the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, made 
on the thirtieth day of September. 1803, the following sum bad 
been extinguished, or in olhP-r words payments had been made 
of the principal . of the public debt of 9,924,004.'71. 

I further stated that . the interest on the deferred stock 
of the United States first became due during the present ad mini· 
stration, and on the first duy of April, 1801--.This interest 
a1nount.s annually to-l ;200,000. , 

I also· sfoted that the annual means of discharging the public 
debt, were lcs~cned ill the htinds of the present administration, 
by the repeal of the excise stamp duties, etc .. 1,000,000. 

The above is in substance an accurate detail of the statement 
I tlwn gave-I was nnswcrcd by u gentleman, whose private nnd 
public character, as well as my own experience of his probity 
and unimpeachable veracity, forbid a suspicion of designed mis­
repi·csentation. Uc observed. it wa5 true rny statement was 
correct as far as l had gone, but ,1 had omitted stating that 
government had borrowed t.hc money , whereby those payments 
were made : and had dischnq:zcd <me debt by the creation of 
another. This declaration must have made an impression very 
unfavorable to me, l must have stood suspected of having made 
a false fhltcmcnl . in . order to deceive citizens about lo exercise 
the important right' of suHragc . I now .endeavor to remove the 
unfavorable impressions, by exhibiting to your view a statement 
taken from the reports of the Secretary of th.e Treasury, and 
also have forwarded a copy of the reports, with which my 
slat<·nwnt may lw romp;ircd by such as dnuhl ils accuracy. Thes<' 
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reports have b{)cn the subject of discussion in Congress. Their 
accuracy bus not been called .in question by a single member, 
and l hope the ipse dixH or assertion of an individual, who has 
not had· the means of information, wHl not be admitted as sub­
stantiating a charge of falsehood and mi.srepresentatfon against 
the government. 

f~rom the above statement it appears, that by the economical 
arrangements of the present administrati9n, a saving to the 
United States bas been made of $12,124,004.70, that no money 
has been borrowed, and it will appear by re{ening to the laws 
of the Congres5, passed during the presidency of Mr. John 
Adams, and an examination of the reports of the Secretary 
of the Treasury then made, that during the three last years, 
the debt has increased $3,394,317 .42-This exhibits a striking 
contrast- and to my mind, so prominently in favor of the pre· 
sent administration, that there can be no 'hesitation in our giv­
ing a preference, except indeed with such, (and such there are) 
who believe a despotism is the Lest kind of government-that 
the people ought not lo be admitted to a vote. or to any particl­
pat ion in the fonning of the laws by which they are to be govern­
ed: or with such as. in violation of the constitution, wish an es­
tablishment of religion, and that their stipends may be collected 
by an officer of lhc law-To the views and wishes of such, 
the prescnl prnspcct and Um pn~!)ent state of things are un­
favorable- --Uut to such as \~ish in<J.ivid_ual happine~s, such as 
wish to see the lul.wurcr cnJOY the fruits of h1~ labour-such 
as wi:-:;h and conlcnd for the equal rights of their fellow men, 
and who do not believe that wealth is a just crileriou whereby 
to judge of the merit of its posses.sor~-or poverty an evidence 
of demerit-or that the ptopcr sphere of the wealthy is to legis­
late for the poor-----and the labourer ought not to be precluded 
Irom a participation in the making those laws by which he is 
lo be governed-to such the present slate of things, and our 
future prospects, arc substantial matter of rejoicing and exulta­
tion. 

Our national p1'oepedty is such, that I apprehend. it 'Can no 
fongcr be said, that the people are incapable of governing them· 
selves---- a reference to lb<~ statement I have made will shew that 
we are t>rngressing rapidly in the ext.ingui.shment of . our public 
debt, that by D~cember next the savin~ undHr the present 
administration will be equal to the sum stipulated to be paid for 
Louisiana. Thus an extensJve fertile country is procured by 
econo1nizing a revenue which, under thn former administration 
{with the addition of an excise, stamp duties, and a direct tax} 
was tmet1ual to tho ordinary expenditures. 

My object . in addressing you . on this suujuct was prindp'111y 
to remove suspicions (if any dhl exist) of my having given a 
statcmen that was not correct, whether this statement ought 
to have any influence on the pubHc mind, will rest wHh you to 
decide. I believe th<lt the experience of all nations in all ages, 
shows, that freedom and a hcuvy pubHc debt cannot exist togeth· 
cr-l ask, and ask with confidence, did cvtff a nation exhibit the 
singular vhcnumenon of heavy taxes, without oppression? Had 
the debt continued to incrca~c-had we continued to increase 
our army and navy, could the poor have borne the burden? At 
present we have, the pleasing prospect. of paying off our public 
debt, aud of being relieved in a great mea~urc from the inso-
lence 1if collt!Ctors. · · 

1 forbear entering on other feature~ of policy under the pr<!· 
sent adminstralion, favornblc to the liberty, happiness and in· 
depcndenc<> of tJw dti;,1~ns of our country. Th<' limits of a lcltPr 
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wiH not · admit such a discu~sion--if I am happy enough to ex· 
cite enquiry, my views arc gratified-every measure of govern· · 
mcnt must have its consequences- our own and the happiness 
of posterity depends on the conduct of those wh.o administer 
our public aHairs. It lhcrciorc is imµortant ~o us, and to future 
ages. that we should have accurate information of the measures 
of government, and that every freeman should, in exercising 
his right of suffrage, have a view to the happiness of · our com· 
mon country . 

March 19th, Ul04 . 

1 am, 
Sir, 

Andrew Moore 

( P . S. I have deposited copies of the documents above ref erred 
to,. in tbc hands of James Alexander, of Monroe county, of James 
Anderson, Walker's Meadows, of · Green.brier county, and of 
major Andrew Donnelly, of Kanawha. ) 

ln 1809, he was offered by Pr~idcnt Madison the job of serving as 
territorial governor of Louisiana, which he turned down because it 
would take him too far from home; instead he accepted the appointment 
of U. 's. MatshaJ for Western Virginia. Other naliona.l . government 
posibous which he held included th<tt . of being a presidential elector 
and a mcmbc1· of a commission. to cstabHsh a boundary between Virginia 
and Tennessee. 

While on public assignments he never !ailed to help his friends, 
giving them some council in matt<~rs of law or information regarding 
their business in the go\•crnmentul center he happened to be in. 

Moore held other positions too; for example, he was trustee of 
Ubercy Hall from 1782 until his death. While acting in this capacity, 
be was responsible for examining the students, .approving building pro­
grams, and was one of a committee to receive from General Washington 
the $50,000 shares of canal stock that would make the Academy Wash-

. ington College. In Lexington. Moore joined the Franklin Literary Society. 
where he helped establish an early public library, and in their sessions 
debated question$ of importance. ActualJy, he .and bis neighbors had one 
of the foremost literary societies of the frontier re,giun. 

Finally, what of bis personal affairs? Moore owned some 13,000 
acres of land in Rockbridge Count}', part of which he held to sell to 
settlers, and the rest he farmed ~ His farm ••Berry Hill" had an over· 
seer an<l slaves, and careful instructfons \.Vere penned by Moore indicat­
ing his interest in farming scientifically. A keen business man was 
Moore, for along with many of his neighbors, he bought up land war· 
rants from the .soldiers, acquiring claims to lands in Kentucky, the 
District of Columbia, ,and in Montgomery and Greenbrier Counties in 
Virginia. Samuel McDowell, a member of an important Uockbridge 
family, was sent out to Ke1ltucky to look after Moore's lands there, 
which amounted to some 10,000 acres in both Mercer and Jc'ayette Coun· 
ties. In lbe District of t:olumbia he soJd ptirt of his claims to Morris 
and Nicolson at a good price. · 

.Moore was a good provider, and raised a large family, descendan~s 
of whom still live in the county. Personally, he was- a man of large 
build, always dressed in knee brel!ches and silk stockings. His Jaw 
office may stiJI be seen in the court house square i.n Lexington. This 
then, is the story of a congressman of the west, his. p'art in the initial 
efforts of our national government, ,bis broad interests and his concern 
for his fellowman. This is the story of Andrew Moore, soldier, repubH· 
can statesman, and a first citizen of Rockbridge County. 
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TAKING THE HATCHET OUT OF THE HEAD Of~ 'l'HE 
SIX NATIONS 

(July 31, 1743) 
(From Dr. George Diehl's remarks from Diehl-Couper debate) 

· A just understandh1g of the skirmish between the hurriedly gather-
ed men of Capt. John McDowell's militia and the little band of Iroquois 
is contingent upon a knowledge oi the Jatters' past. That unplcasan ~ 
evem was born in the dimnc~s of antiquity, and. not based upon the 
inddents of the fow wcpks preceding the confUct upon the banks of 
the North Folk of the James. Undoubtedly it was enhanced by the 
tension between the white and red races-a tension increased by the 
growing ho~lility of the pioneer toward the ignorant, lazy, foul ·smelhng, 
trifling savage of the wilderness. 
· Across the passing centuries, the words and actions of two culture 

heroe!'l had been treasured by the Iroquois. De·gan-a-widah, a Huron, 
but a Mohawk by adoption, was a man of Iailh and great ability, whu 
endowed his people with a UC\\.! lcthnique o[ living. Since he was uhlc 
to implement his visions with a mach.inery that made them dynamic, 
and cam:ed them tu be i;trcatly desired by his people, he was, as his 
1famc implied, ·'The Maslct· of Things''. ln his noble work. he was ably 
assisted by an Onoudaga, who wus aJso an adopted Mohawk, a man of 
zeal, of vision, and of nu small degree of oratorical power. His had the 
capacity of lukini; lhe visions of Dc-gan-a-wklah and persuading the 
people to adopt them. 

These two noble hearts, "the Blackstcmes of their people", invested 
the customs o( the Mohawks, Onedias, Cayugas, Onondagas, and Senecaj 
with tht~ power of law. and cemented these five peoples into a union 
that was aU but Judesh'uctable through powerful sanctions of law, 
cuslom and religion. They became the ''Five Nations"; · jn their own 
tongue, they were Ongwauon'.iionni, "Th~ people ·of lhc long house", 
becau~e of the prominent place ·of the long conununaJ house in their 
national lire. 

To the Iroquois, as the confederacy was widely known, peace was 
the way of life, clrnractt.:riwd by wisdom and graciou!>ness, To their 
minds it \vas the true nobility, the Great Good. 11 was also, to their way 
of thinking, th~ Ideal Commonwealth. which became a concretion at 
Onondaga when the l''irst Council of the nations had acted under the 
inspiration of' the two ~rent leaders. Here De·gan-a-widah addi·esscd 
lbe pt!Ople and planted in their hearts. niinds, and imaginations a great 
symbof~ the Tree of the Gr<.>al Peace. 

Within a century, the Five Nations-the Six Nations after 1710 
when t.he 'fuscaroras · joined them-dominated all the adjacent tribes 
and even maintained a pax iroquois frortl the shon~s of New England 
to the Illinois country. froin Otloawa River to the Big Smokies. It was 
not by force alone thul .zuch was in<linlained-H wa3 by a distinctive 
statesmanship, based on the concept that peace! must !Je undergirded 
wHh justice and a healthy rcasonablcnesst and fortified by a sense of 
the soverei.1m'y of a common law which might be back~d hy force . Jn 
OcccmLcr. 1730, James Logan w:rutc to Joh11 Penn, "No pcoph~ have 4.1 
truer Notion of Justice than they, 1ior more slrietly insist upon il.'' 

'l'hc Valley of Virginia had been · inhabited by a primitive, but 
powerful, confederacy kuown as the Ma!)saNvmecs long before the white· 
sailed caravels of Europeans came to anchor in the waters of the 
Chesape:.ike Bay, With the sweep of the p3x h:oquois, the constituent 
tribes had been assimihited into the larP,cr confederacy with tlwir 
aucieut aHihtdcs, even their hatred, inbori1 and severe, for the more 
southern ln<lians, especially Hw Catawba .and the Cherokee, still intact . 
Con~cquenfly, the Iroquois resented any inlrusion made into the Valley 
of Virginia, a vast hunting ground, by thc~e two tribes. 



c 
ln the autumn of 1742, <:i p;nty of young Onondaga braves set out 

from their headquarters on the headwaters of the Susquehamrn upon 
nn expedition Hrnt would attest courage, hardihood and wm:riorship; 
and, pcrhup.s, at the same time, offer the opportunity to settle variou.; ( 
pe.n;onal grudges. They had sct:ured the . permission to pass through 
any Englishlwld tcnitory and, if Uw n.;ud .were to arise, to secure 
food trom t.hc settlers. 

The Journey aeross l'(!nnsylvania was . without any chaHenge--l.beir 
pas~es were honored and supplies were furnished. However, when they 
crosr.cd the Potomac, they cnccnmtcrc~ a diHerent attitude on tile part 
uf th~ :;ctllc.rs. Herc their pusses were ignored and, feeling that perhaps 
they should renew them or tcccive new ones, they :endeavored to find 
a Justice or a Magfatrntc; but none cqul<:) be located, perhaps an artifice 
'>f the tcH!ers . Hunger came and wHd . game wus scarce, ·owing lo the 
presence of the :::ctHcrs and their settlement So, they look: food where 
they- cotdd find it, even from the fields an~ pens of the white meu. 

Southward they pressed to encounter the Catawba somewhere in 
the wilderness . Soon they encountered evidences of . resentment on the 
part of the pioneers. n was on December 14th that they came to a 
scene of keen activity centering around a large house by the sida 9f the 
trail-a large 'gathering of settlers secrned to . be in progress. B1 invita­
tion, some of the leaders went inlt) the house, the other~ .rem~ming by 
the side of the frail with their packs. The steady arrival of while . men, 
some afoot, some t>n Jior~ctwck, alarmed the lndfans by the trail, 4lnd 
1hcy called lo lhcir comrades in the house. Then. Jhcy Were upproachcd 
by a fro~t~er captain. bis . sword clatwrin~ in its scabbanl; and were 
urg\!d to Jom their fdJows 111 the house,. 'fhis they t'l'fusc(t, s:e°'sing sontc 
kind of a trap. · 

The . Indians in the house had shown their pas5CS to the pioneers in 
hope uf receiving cotisidcralion; but th~ papers were ignored, and the 
red ilten were told ·to go no farther, hut return home. Resenting the 
insult, and with an air of injured haughtiness, they made · a move to 
leave. At once, the captain barred lhei.r way with a drawn ,sword; but 
they ignored hh1l and pas~cd ·from the house lo join their party by the 
trail . These · had . already picked up ·their packs amk · seeing .·'vhat was 
taking pface, lrad ·Caken the attitude of defem:e. However, the leader, 
Ctriel' Jonnhat.y of the Onondaga with the calm stoicism of• his race and 
With ' full tnastcry rif his bHtcr rn.-..mlmcnt . OY~.r tn~ulment he. could not 
understrind , ordered them, lo remain quiet and fot the white men commit 
the Urst tJvert ncl of war. And. lhC'n t although the sun bad alteady gone 
down beh.ind the . dist.ant . mountains, the Indians, in defiance of the 
setu,erS: swung o.(f down lhe trail. 

Cijme Dcceillb~r rn, l'i42. In the early morning, •H ff by chance, a 
frontiersman came upon the st:dudcd Indian canlp. When asked when-? 
he wa.s going, Lhe man replied tersely, ''Hunting". Then, having tarried 
long enough to count the red men, he walked off to\vard the Blue Uidge, 
but be was . foHQwed by a 'sih.n1t:footcd ·scout, detailed fur this service 
by the chief, . and was discovered to be beaded bnck toward the Great 
Trait . When this. was reported, the Indians sensing the trouble that was 
brewing, broke can1p and moved <>ff silently and quickly into lhe forest, 
two yuung braves acting us the n•tu-*guurd. 

H was tHll Jong befot·e n rnm1bc1· uf horsemen were noUced fo be 
following, a.nd t.he warriors in lht!rcar ,guvc th~ alarm .. Immcdi~tely they 
were ordered to jujn the ma ill C.:oJumn . . As they , weN~ doing so, there 
was lhe &otmd of firing......;.cvidently some of the frontiersmen had fired 
their guns to frighten the lndinns, as no harm was done , Then, as the 
pursuers came in sight , Chief Jonnbaly saw Urnt one pf the,m carried 
a white - flag and h~ ordered his men to hold their fire, for · that flag, 
ns he undcn;to.od iL meant peace, ln preparation for nn· anticipated 
parley, the Indians begun rcri1oving the packs from their backs and 
some of the horscnwn dismmmkd Jchiurcly from their llorscs. 
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Suddenly the calm of the forest was brnken by a burst of musketry 
as the fromiersnu.:n. perhaps a bit nervous under the strain of the situa­
Hon, opened fire UJ)<,n the ln<lfons. Two warriors, one of whom was a 
close kinsman of the famed ShickeHamy; peace-maker and Indian 
st:llc.sman, foll <lead. Immediately Chief Jomllrnly gave the order to 
H~ht for their lives and the 'field cry' of the Iroquois, the dreaded war­
wboop, arose . The Indians charged the white men with guns blazing 
nnd tomahawks Hashing. Shocked by the unexpected sssault and un· 
l.rnincd in th<: tactics of wih.lern<!ss warfare, the settler.; gnve way ~md 
fled, but the lodfons were not permitted by their leader to give chase, 
as Hicy were en route to fight the Catawba and not white men. The Jro· 
quois gathered up their dead and wounded and moved off several miles 
from the scene. where they stopped to render first-aid to their five strick­
en comn.1des; one died during the night. 

fn the duwn of the next morning, the Indians retun1ed cautiou.sly to 
the field of battle and found eight frontiersmen .dead. In the vicinity, 
fevcrnl pack·horses, sUH laden. were calmly grazing. :The dead militia· 
m.co were slrippccl of , their clothing and the packs were rifled. Greedily 
they ate of the footl found in the pucks ;rnd, a'i they were eating, Chief 
Jonnhaty outlined his plam::-ten of the band wt.:re to return to Car 
away Onondaga with the sad news, and the rest, caring for the wounded 
would slowly make their way back home. By keeping to the woods and 
the mountains, away from the farms and settlc1·hents, they could avoid 

, ;.ny further conflict, for rctaliulion \Wuld be foremost in the minds of 
the frontiersmen 

Jn Januury, 1743, the ''dead cry'', the ln1Uan's wail l.)f sorrow, was 
heard along . lhc bartks of the froien Susquehanna, :md Capt. Thomas 
McKee and a scrvtJnt made their way to Philadelphia to inform the 
go\·crnmt>nt of the incipient uprisins.! of the Indians that was threateuing. 
Conrad Wejser was called from his Tulpehocken home to go lo the forks 
of the Smquehanml River where the Indian town of Shamokin \\as 
located and hold a peace-parley. At the council·fire, Weiser presented 
the offer of Gov. George Thomas, of Pennsylvania, to act as a mediatm· 
between the Iroquois and the Virginians. Shickellamy, his son, and 
Sagh-si-dowa, chief of the Tuscarora. were designated to make the trip 
to Onondaga. 

January fad<!d into l'~ebrmu-y, February \.vas replu<!ed by March, 
and March was gone before any thing certaiil could be learnc:d. On 
April 10th, the councit.fke \vas Hdit at Shlmokin. Sagh-si-dowa .the 
spoke~man, urgt>d self-control upon both Indians and white men and 
thanked Brother Onas, as they termed th~ Pennsylvania colonial gover­
nor, for his offer of mediation. Then Chief Shickellamy, sachem and 
peace-lover. arofe and said with all th~ dignity of a true statesman, 
"The Governor of Virginia must wash off the blood first and take t.he 
hatchet oul of their h~ad <.md drc~s tbc wound (according to the custllm 
he that struck first must do it) and the Council of the Six Na.lions will 
speak to him and be reconciled to him and bury that offair in the 
ground that it may never be seen or beard of any more so Jong as the 
world stands." 

Weber reported to 'l'homas. who sent the story on fo Governor 
Gooch of Vfrginia, for his information. In a sepal'ate letter, he sug~ested 
thul pcucc was cnnUngeut upon the Virglniun's rcspon~e to Shickcllamy's 
stalcnu.mt, nnd Umt this peace would be upccdcd by consideration of the 
land dispute which Weiser hud u1enUoned seven years prevfousJy afler 
a vi!:iit to the Onondagu Council. 'rhe suggestion was well acccpkd und 
Gooch sent one hundred pounds sterlintj to Wcil:er t-0 be used , . as he 
said, "us a token of our slncere Disposition to preserve Peace and friend­
ship with them, and as an gamest that we will not fail to send Com· 
missioners next St>ring at the 't,imc and to the Phtce that slrnll be agreed 
uuon to tn~at with them conc<frning the lands in dispule.n 

WHh John Bartram and Lin.Vis l'!vans. Wei.s<~ r mn<le anoHH?l' long trip 
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to OHondaga. Runnl'rS were :sent into the forest to call the chieftains 
for a Council and, while waiting for them to arrive, the Great Council 
met to prepare an agenda · fot· n fnU session which would consider the 
iseuc .of pcuce or war with Virginia. After six driys of gathering amt 
preparation, au was rc~dy {cfr the meeting, with Zilla Wootie, the Onon-
<higian, acting as tbc cunvci~or. · " 

· The Sept 16, 1'743, issue of Chri~topher S;tur's scmi~monthly news~ 
flapcr ·"Der U~ch··Dcutsch Pcnnsylvanische Geshichte-Screiber", carried 
the following ilt•m: 

"We arc reliably informed that the breach, which was cuused by 
the skirmish last Winter, between the Virginians and the 6 Nations 
Indians, has now been peacefully, cnued, through the Mcdialion of 
our Governor; on July 31 some Belts ~nd Strings of Wampum were 
exchanged to this effect at Onontaga between Conrad Weiser, Esq. 
representing Virginia, and the Great ·Council of these Nations; So alJ 
differences (as the Indians say) have been sunk in the sea. never to 
be seen nor thought of again." 

JOHN MERCim BROOKE (1826 - 1906) 
by Col. George Brooke 

John Mercer Brooke made his contribution to American history as 
a navtd officer bctweeu the years 1841 and 1865. AHet the Civil War 
he obtained a position at the Virginia MHitary fnstilute where, lw taught 
for . thil:ty-thrcc years. John Brooke's first wife, Mary E:lizabeth Selden 
Garnett of No,:folk. was the s.ister-in-law of Major Thomas Hoomes 
Wilfiarnson, Professor of Engineering at v.· M. l. 1 and it was thrnugh 
the Williamsons that Brooke first . became acquainted wjth L~xington. 
AHer 1853 Brooke occnsionaUy visited Lexington when on lea've, and 
while he was at sea his wife made her home the1·e. In 1864 Mrs. ,Brooke 
died, · leaving . hf!r husband ·with a seven year old ·. daughter. The 
next year, with the fall of the Confederacy, Superinlencjcnt Francis H. 
Smith offei·ed Bt·ooke the chair of practical astro,nomy . and geodesy 
at V. M. l., and the unemployed ex-naval officer accepted gladly, taking 
up his new duties in December 1865. In 1871 Brnoke married Kathe1·ine 
Corbin Pendleton, widow of ·•sandy" Pendleton, one of "Stonewall" 
.Jackson's staff off kers. 

John Brooke's naval care.er was unusual and. at times spectacular. He 
was born near . Tampa, Florida, D~ccmber 18, 1826, the son of General 
George Mercer Brooke, United States Anny, a Virginian by birth. His 
mother . was Lucy Thomas of Duxbury, .Massachusetts, Th~ first few 
years of his life John Brooke spent at frontier army posts in r"lorida and 
the Old Northwest. \Vhc11 he was ten . he went to boarding school at 
Burlington, New Jersey, and two years later his mother di.ed 

In March 1841 John Brooke entered the navy as a midshipman at 
the age of fourteen, l:lnd promptly reported aboard the frigate D~laware 
at Norfolk. Al:>oard Urn Delaware Brooke learned much of gunnery, navi· 
gativn, and s~artHmship, from the ublc executive officer. Lt. David Glas­
gow Farragut. When Brooke was tl'ansf erred to the sloop Cyane in Octo­
ber, the Delaware was still cruising in Chesapeake Bay. 

The Cya1ie sailed late in lhe fall for :i three year cruise in the 
Pacific, wJ1e1•e she was to be a part of Commodore Thomas AP Catesby 
Jone.s's smaJI Paeific squadron. Brooke was present when Jones with 
a force of two .vessds seized Monterey, California, fro1n Mexico, under 
the mistaken impression that the , Unitr.d Stafos. and Mexico. were at war. 

In October 184-l the Cyaue dropped 1rnchor at Norfolk again, and 
after three months' leave Brooke was ordered to the ship-of-the-line 
Pennsylvania. receiving ship at Norfolk. Jfo remained thtrc for live 
months and was then transferred to the Columbia, flagship of the Braztl 
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squadron. Aside from an epidemic of smallpox en route to Rio de Janeiro, 
and passive participation in a t·fwoluUon in Uruguay, little out of the 
ordinary transpired. In September 1846 Brooke returned to the United 
States to prepare for the examinations leading ta the grade ·Of passed 
midshipman; Fort.unale1y, the naval school at Annapolis had been opened 
Ute year before, and Brooke was sent there to take the prescribed nine 
months' course. 

John Brooke graduated from Annapolis in 1847 and was immediately 
astiigned to the new screw steamer Princeton for a cruise in the Medi· 
terranean. 'I'he Princeton was the navy's first screw steamer and an 
object of considerable pride .. During his two years in the Mediterranean 
aboard the Princeton, and late1· aboard the ancient frigate United States, 
Brooke witnessed the 1848 revolutions in Messina. Palermo, and Naples. 
On this cruise Brooke ,.~onducted some remarkable experiments in mes­
merism. concerning which he later corresponded with Francis Wayland, 
renowned Baptist preacher and President of Browu University. 

Upon .his return to the United States . John Bt·ooke was assigned to 
the Coast Survey, and under command of Lt . Samuel Phillips Lee he ran 
.;nrveys in Chesapeake Bay and off the Eastern Shore as far north as 
Lewes, Delaware. It was during this enjQyable year that Brooke married 
Lizzie Garnett. 

After a year on the Coast Survey Brooke was transferred to the 
brig Porpoise destined for the African .station. The African . squadron 
was charged with the suppression ot the slave trade and the protecti{)n 
of legitimate American commerce on the west coast of Africa. The duty 
was monotonous; the climate was unhealthful; and not a slaver was taken 
during the year Brooke remained on the station. 

Back in lhe United Sta,tes Brooke was given duty . in Washington at 
the Naval Observatory under the · nav.al scientist; Matthew . Fontaine 
Maury. It was while at lhe Observatory that Brooke invented his Deep 
Sea Sounding, Lead~ which made it possible . fbr the first tim~ to sound 
accurately depths of the ocean beyond one thousand fathorns. Brooke 
solved the proble~n with a detachable weight which \Vas disengaged 
from the sounding line upon contact with the ocean floor .. A particular 
feature of Brooke's invention was the simplicity of its construction. The 
device was of tremendous practical value, for it cleared the way fot• 
the laying of the Atlantic cable. Even today, if it is desired to brin-'! 
up samples from the deep sea, Brooke•s invention. or a modification of 
it. must be used. Brooke was awarded $5000 by Congress. 

In the spring of 1853 Brooke was ordered to tbe rrnval expedition 
of five vessels, under command of Commander Cadwalnder Ringgold, 
being fitted out to explore . and survey the North Pa~if ic Ocean, China 
Seas, and Bering Strait. Brooke, aboard the. flagship Vincennes, per· 
formed the duties of astronomer and hydrograph(•f, and was the only 
naval officer assigned purely 'scientific duties. For other scientific wurk 
civilian specialists were eniployed.· The expedition during its three 
year cruise, in which it circumnavigated the globe, underwent severe 
hardships and from the beginning was understaffed. Even so, some good 
work was done; and accurate 'eharts were made which marked many dan· 
gers, and removed others, fro.m the path of whalers and me.rchant vessels. 
particularly in that part of the western Pacific lying north of the equator. 
At Shimoda; Japan, one of the two treaty ports openeti by Commodore 
.'Matthew Perry, Brooke was placed in command of the launch of the 
Vincennes, and with a crew of fourteen he surveyed the. cast cuast•of 
Japan from Shimoda to Hakodate. 'fhis was the first survey of that 
coastline. Again at Seniavine Strait, just below the Arctic Ch'cle, Brooke 
and a boat's crew were plac~d 'ashore near a camp of Chuckchee Indians 
to make observations-astronomical and · otherwise. Much was learned 
ashore this month while the Vincennes was penetrating the Arctic as 
for north as 721 05'. The Expedition returned to the United States in 
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1856 and Brooke spent the next two years in Washington preparing charts 
and reports. 

In Ul58 Brooke was directed by the Secretary Qf the Navy to survey 
the Pacific between San Francisco and Uong Kong in order to deter. 
mine the best steamship route. 1'""or this purpose Brooke used the ~inety- ( 
six. ton schooner Fenimore Cooper> and with a junior officer ~11<1 . a small 
crew he, left San 1''ra.ndsco in September 1858. Brooke pro~cedcd by 
way of the Hawaiian Islands and Guam, correcting many errors in the 
old charts and securing information on guano deposits and potential 
sites for coaling st~tions. . 

In Yokohama, Japan. lhe Cooper was beaclled in a typhoon. An exa: 
mination revealed the vessel was unseaworthy, so Brooke and llis small 
crew were for some months stranded h1. Jupan. While awaiting · passage 
Brooke was invited . by the . Japanese . ~overnment to cross the Pacific 
in the Kanriu . l\laru, .the first Japanese ship to attempt the passage. 
Brooke accepted anct . with a few mem»ers of his original . crew he 
climbed a.hoard the Japanese vessel. Though nominally only passengers, 
Bro,>ke and tile American sailors really ran the ship during her danger­
ous voy~lle to San Frands~o by the great circle. Back in Washin~lon 
Brooke resumed work on his charts. 

When Virginia seceded in April 1861. Brooke resigned from the 
United States Navy. Serving first in the Virginia Navy as a naval aide 
to General Uobert E. Lee, he soon accepted a commission in the Con­
federate · States Navy and was appointed as!>i.stant Chief of Ordnan.ce. 
Much of his work centered around the great Trede~ar Iron Works in 
Richmond. In the summer of 1861 he was requested hy S~cretat)' .. of 
the Navy Stephen R. 'Mallory to design an iron-clad vessel which might 
break the 1'"edera1 blockade. The result was the Virginia, or l\:lerrlrnae, 
which after wreaking havoc amongst the wooden vessels blockading 
Norfolk, engaged the .Monitor in the first ~attle between ironclad!!>; 

Later, Brooke was promoted ChJef of Ordnance. During the war · he 
designed the Bro()ke rifled gun which 'had great penetrating power; and 
also several types of fuzes and projectiles. Brooke was. the first to 
understand the utility of the air space, a basic principle which added 
much to the effectiveness of cannon. 

ADDRESS DELJVEUED BY COL. WM. M; COUPER 

A portion of the address of Col. Wm. Couper of VMI is printed below. 

'l'his afternoon we dedicate a memorial which has been placed here 
by tbe nockbridge Historical Sodety through the devoted efforts of · one 
of our members, Mjss EUen Graham Anderson, the daughter of a ·gallant 
Confederate soldier. Our meeting is reminiscent of a dim,remembered 
story of another assemblage in a lonely family grave·yard aboµt nine 
decades ago (June 15, 1862) which took place under such tenderly ro­
mantk circumstances that it has lived on in the hearts of those ·who Jove 
the Southland. This l)ronic memorial specifically mentions one work of 
art, ''The Burial of .Latatie"-a painting which blended intimat~ly with 
the lives of lhree young men ....... a dashing cavalier,. an inspired poet and 
a gifted painter-all of whom accomplished something "died, as we see · 
it, just as they beg.an to live." . . . .. · . 

About two weeks before the Seven Days• Battles, ·Stuart made hi_s 
famous ride around the army of McClellan. galheri11g some loot but 
m<>re partkularly that type of behind-the-lines inform¥1Uon which was 
so vital to the Confedcr'ate commander, who now sleeps in this town. 
This famous dash of the Confederate cavalry consumed four anxious days 
(June 12~15), and strangely enough, itl all that -time the raiders suffered 
but one casualty. Captain William Lalane of the 0 Essex: .. Troop of the 
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9th Confc<lcrate Cavalry, who commanded the advanced guard, was 
killed in a hand to hand encounter with Major W. B. Hoyal of the 5th U. 
S. Cavalry, and .Latane's brother \vas detached for a few hours to dispose 
o[ the body. A cart, which had been sent with some grain to a mill, 
approached; it h[!<l been unable to get through lhe pickti lines and it 
was returning to "Westwood,'' the home of the Brockenbroughs {situated 
on the main road from Old Church to Hanover Court House). The sacks 
of grain Wt•re hidden in the bushes; the body of Latam~ was taken to 
'·Westwood" {about two miles distant); and lht: brother returned to his 
command, using a horse from the adjoining plantation, "Summer llill''-­
it was the only remaining horse on either place. 

With the exception of a few slaves there were no men at the planta· 
Hon, and Catherine Brockcnbrough (Mrs. William Spencer Roane Brock­
cnbrough; daughter of · Thomas Cary Nelson ~nd widow of Charles L. C. 
Pagel and Judith White Broc~cnbrough, together with ladies . from 
''Summer Hill'', dressed the body of the young soldier, "and tenderly 
U1e slender limbs composed." One of them wrote in her diary, "He look­
ed so young~nol more than 20 years of a~e. He wa$ shot in four places 
.... We cut a large lock of hair as the only thing we could keep ior his 
mother.'' (''The Diary ot' a Soulh~tn Refugee:• by Mrs. Judith White 
Brockenbrough .McGuire.) The body was placed in a rud~ coffin fash­
ioned by some s1ave.s, one of whom (Aaron) was dispatched to summon 
the local minh;ter (the Hev. George Carraway, Rector of St. PauPs and 
Emmanuel Protestant Episcopal Churches, Hanover County}, but the 
foHowing day he returned with the information that no passage through 
the picket lines was permitted, and so in the little graveyard of the Page 
family, at ··summer Hill," where the Newtons lived, five ladies (Mrs. 
Willoughby Newton, the sister of Judge John W. Drockenbrough, of 
Lexington; two refugee cousins-the Misses Ma.y and Maria Dabney; 
Judith White Urockenbrough, the only daughter in the ''Westwood '' 
household; and Mrs. William Brockenbrough Newton, the daughter-in· 
law of Mrs . Willoughby Newton), two little girls (Lucy Landon Page 
Newton and Kate BrockcnLrough Newlon. daughters of Mrs. William B. 
Newton, nee Mary Mann Page). and four slaves gathered about the grave 
which had been <lug by one of those present- the faithful old uncle 
Aaron . Mrs . Willoughby Newton, pr.ayer book in hand, stood at the head 
of the young warrior's grave while 

''A little ehild strewed roses on his bier, 
Pale roses, not more stainless than Ms sou) , 
Nor yet more fragrant than hi:s Hfe sincere . . 
"No man of God might read the burial rite, 
Above the rcbel-lhus declared the foe 
'l'hal blanched before him in the de.adly fight; 
But woman's voic:!, in accent sweet and low. 
Tremtihng wilb pity. touched with p;lthos, read 
Over this hallowed dust the ritual fol' the dead." 

This soul-.~lirring scene inspired John R. Thompson 0823·1873), for· 
merly the girted editor .of the S01.llhern Literary Messenger, to write n 
poem. which Tennyson warmly praised in an autographed letter (accord· 
to Dr. M. G. Ellzey, in a letter written August 2, 1904, it is one of Uw 
classics among the war poems of the South. Within a short lime the 
poem inspired in turn a young artist who had served (according to his 
brother) in the Confederate ranks with General G. C. Wharton and was 
with him in the Battle of New Market. t<> translate the extraord'inary 
scene, through the medium of oil paint, a palette. a brush and his genius, 
lo canvas. The painting was called "'fhe liurial of Latane" and the artist 
William Dkkinson Washington, sleeps here . 
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We know that the painting wus completed before the end of the war 
because on the 11th day of January. 1865, it was f.!nlcrcd in the Confede-
rate Slates copyright office by W. H. Chase. ( 

After the war Washington disappeared frum Richmond.- U is certain 
that for some time he was in England where probably he went with the ( 
hope of disposing of his chcf-d'oenvrc! lo better advantage than might be 
the case in the impovctishcd )and of the Confederacy. But he was over- ( 
taken by debt ' and the canvas was bought by L. P . Bayne, a southern 
banker and broker, of Washington and New York. Mr. Bayne died soon ( 
afterwards and there was a report that the picture had been acquired 
by a rich New Yorket; re.sold in Chicago; and lhere destroyed by !ire. ( 
lt was ccrtafoly not the ~real Chicago fire in 1874, .for three .years after 
that conflagration the painting was seen by reliable Confederates. 
Efforts made fifty rears ago and since to locale the canvas w.ere without 
avail unlit Miss Julla Sully, · Director of Art-Index Division of the Virginia 
State Commission on Conservation and Development, reported about 
twelves years ago that she had located it in New Jersey. What re1nains 
to us in the South is a memory, and numerous copies of the painting 
made from u steel engraving {perhaps more than one) made in 1868 
by A. ·G. Campbell-these copies may be found here in Lexirigtoii, in 
many places throughout the nation, .inJ especially in the South. 

Dr. Pendleton Gaines delivered an address on ••Governor James 
McDowell", July 23, 1951, which wm be published later . 

Dr. E. Pendleton . Tompkins deUvcred an oddress on "lnter~sUng 
Peaturcs in Rockbridge Wills", Octob~r 30, 195() which · appeared as 
chapter Ten in his History of Uockbriclge County, Virginia. 

Dr. W. G. Bean delivered an address cntiUc'd "Welsh Letters", on 
February 19, 1951. and the same appeared in October 1951 issue of the 
Virginia !\lagazine of llistory and Biography. · , 

Dr. A. W. Moger delivered an address entitled ''The Buena Vista 
Boom11 on Aeril 2, 1951, and this will appear in a forthcoming issue 
of the Virgima ~laga:dne of JJislury and Biography. 

January 1954 
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.MEMBERS 

Miss Lucy Ackerley 223 W. Nelson St., Lexington 
Mrs. L. W. Adams .107 . Myers St, Lexington 
Mrs. H. D. Agnew Foley, Alaba1na 
Mrs. J. P. Alexander .. . . l<"'airfield ,Va. 
Miss Ellen Anderson . . .... Barclay Lane. Lexingtou 
Miss Judith Anderson .... Barclay Lane, Lexington 
Mrs. James A. Anderson . . . Box 68, Gresham Ct. Apt. Richmond 
Gen. James A. Anderson Box 68, Greshasil Ct. Apt. Richmond 
Mr. and Mrs. Charle~ Augustine .. . . Bue11a Vista 
Dr. and M.ts. Bailey . llockbddge Alum, Va . 
Miss Elizabeth Barclay .. Lexington 
Mr. J.ohn G. Bishop ... Shadyside Ave,, Nyack, N. Y. 
Mrs. Eleanor I~atanc Bissell . Old Canton Rd:, Collinsville, Corm . 
.Mr •• J. C. Borden . . Box 600, Bluefield, W. Va. 
Mr. William Broadhurst . . ..... . ...... . . . Lewis St., Lexington 
Major ·and Mrs. George BNoke, Jr. . .. ... .405 Jackson Ave .. Lexington 
.Mrs. G. M. Broo~e .. 406 Highland Rd., Lexington 
Mrs. Booker Burlingame . 5 Henry St., Lexington 
Miss Katie V. CampbeU . , Rt. 2, Lexington 
Dr. I.esHe Campbell . . . . 101 E. Washington St.. Le:idn.gton 
.Mrs. Malcolm Campbell, Sr. . .. 602 Ross Rd,. Lexington 
Mrs. Andrew J. Cash . Southern Semir1ary, Buena Vi:>ta · 
Mrs. Gt'ace Condon . . . ................ .. . Goshen, Va. 
Col. William Couper .... .V/\U, Lexington 
Miss Marie Craft .... ..• .. Goshen, Va. 
Mrs. Claude Crist . ..... .. .. .... . . ... ...... . . .......... Rt. 5, Lexington 
Hem. and. Mrs. Price Daniel .. . .. Senate Office Bldg .• Washington 
Mrs. Charles Davidson ... . ........ .. . .... .. . ..... 309 S. Jefferson, Lexington 
Dr. Herman P. Davidson . Suite 1322, 30 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IH. 
Mrs. James Davidson .. 109 Myers St., Lexington 
Miss Katherine Davidson ..... . ... . . . 109 Myers St.. Lexington 
Dr. and Mrs. Cole Davis . .... .. . . . .... ........... Lewis St., Lexington 
Mt. and Mrs. J. Paxlon Davis . . .... OC Davidson Park, Lexington 
Mrs. L. J. Desha . W & L, Lexington 
Col. R. E. Dixon .... VMI. Lexington 
Miss El.izabeth Dunlap .. . . ...................... Rt. 2t Lexington 
.Miss Henrietta Dunlap . . 24 Edmondson Ave., Lexington 
Miss Lula Dunlap 24 Edmondson Ave., Lexington 
Mra. R. L. Durham .. Southern Seminary, Buena Vista 
Mrs. W. A. East Raphinc, Va. 
Mrs. U. L. Eichelberger . 501 S. Main St. <Lexington 

N;.s. M~:~r;aPa· lt~~!ick ... ..... . ........ ~-.· .. w'l':tpl~:i~gio~ 
Dr. and Mrs. Walter FHck .. .... . . Rt. 2, Fairfield 
Mis.s EUin4>r Gadsden .. . ... The Pines, Lexington 
Miss Mary M. Galt . ..... . .. . ...... ........ .. . 3 Lewis St., Lexina:ton 
Miss Hattie Belle Gibson . .......... ... . . . :Box 615. Buena Vista 
Mr. Frank J . Gilliam . . ............. ...... . ........ ........... W&I.., I.exinJ;!ton 
Miss Mary Glasgow . ... ........ .. Rt. 1, Buena Vista 
Mrs. B. S. Glover . ... . .. .. ... ... ... ... . . . . . . . ..... 505 Jacks.on St., Lexington 
l·'. McCormick Goodhart ..... ........... Langley Park, Hyattsville, Md. Moved 
Mrs. D. H. Goodman ...... .............. .......... ...... .. . ............. Rt l, Fairfield 
Mrs. W. A. Greaver ......... ........ .. .... .... Goshen, Va. 
Dr. and Mrs. GJover Hancock .. . Box 932, Lexingtou 
Miss Ida Harlan . 311 S. Jefferson St., Lexingt'On 
Mr. and Mrs .B. F . Harlow . . . . . . .. . .. ... . . . l.exlngton 
Mr. C. E. Har1>er .. .15 Jordan SL, tcxington 
Mr. W. W. Heffelfinger Brownsburg, Va. 
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Dr. S. Palmer Hifoman ..... . 
Col. and Mrs. Gordon Heiner 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Higgins. Sr. 
Mis!) Mary .E. Holmes 
Edward M. Hood .. 
Miss Jennie Hopkins .... 
Mrs. Leanard D. Hotiuger 
Miss Maude Houston 
Miss Guendolen Howe 
Dr. James L. Howe 
Dr. W. D. Hoyt , .Jr. 

Mr. W. II. Humphries . 
Col. William M. Hunley 

.. .... ...... Hillboro. Va. 
... ......... J ackson Ave., Lexington 

. ...... 13 Jordun St.. Lexington 
250 S. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Box 348, Lexington 
...... .... . ... l .. exington 
Rt. 1, Lexington 

.. .. ... .... .... ... .... . ... : ..... Lexington 
..... Lexington 

............ ,.. . ... . ...... Lexington 
. .. Dept. of History, Loyola College 

4501 N. Charles St .. Baltimore, Md. 
... Rt. 1, Vesuvius, Va. 

The Greenway, Charles .& 34 St. 
Baltimore, M.d. 

~;_n~ . c~1~~~i~~~~ iiutcilcson : .· .·· r~ore~s·i~~al'. 81~:~ fti~~ii~~!~g~a~ 
Robert S . Hutcheson . . Monroe Park, Lexington 
Mrs. John A. Johnstone .. .. 304 S. Jefferson St.. Lexington 
Mr. J. G. Johnston . . . . ...... Rt . 3, Lexington 
Mrs. Corinne (;ondon Jones ... .. .......................................... Goshen, Va. 
Miss Mabelle Jordan ... .... . . ........... Buena Vista 
Mrs. Margaret Kerns . . ..................... ............ .,Goshen, Va. 
Mrs. Lecky Kinnear .... . . . . . . . ... l,exington 
Harold Lauck .. . . 6 Houston Rd., ·Lexington 
Mrs. J . H. Leech 311 Jackson Ave., Lexington 
Thoinas L. Leech . Buena Vista 
Capt G. D. Letcher . .. . . ............. . .... Lexington 
Get1. Seymour I .etcher . . ..... .. . ........ ......... . ...... . . Lexington 
Dr. James G. Leylrnrn ... University Place, Lexington 
Mr. and Mrs. Buldwin Locher ........... .... .. Glasgow, Va. 
Mr. and l\Irs. John Locher ... . ........... .. ....... Gla~gow. Va. 
Mrs; George K. Logan 1539 Phillip St.. New Orfoans, La. 
Mrs. W. B. Lomax . . .. . ............. ......... ..... ... .. .. .. Buena Vista 
Dr. and Mrs. W. A. McClure .............................................. . Lexington 
ML Robert H . McCormick McCormick Bldg., Chicago, IH. 
Mrs.' Charles McCulloch . . .......... . ....... 4 White St, Lexlngton 
Mi!?S Mary McNeil ... .. 19 Edmondson Ave., Lexington 
Mrs. l,: D. McN~1Jly .... . .. . . 408 Altamont Circle, Charlottesville, Va . 
Mrs. John M. MagiH ......... .... .. .. .. 664 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago; lll. 
Mrs. Rosa Tucker Mason ............... .. Lexington 
Mr. Ea.r1 Mattingly . . .......... . W&L, Lexington 
Mn. J. L. Meem . . 601 S. Main St .• Lexington 
Mrs. Paul S. Mertins .. 19 Galena Ave .• Montgomery, Ala. 
Dr. and Mrs. U. L. Mitchell . .. ...... 408 Jackson Ave .• Lexington 
Afr. ·· Stuart Moore . ... . .. .... . .. . , ........ .... ,, .... Lexington 
Mr. Morrison T. Moose . ... ..... . ...... 519 Owen Rd., Wynnewood, Pa. 
Miss Willla E. Moose ..................... 4000 Old Leeds Rd., Birmingham, 3, Ala. 
Mr. W; Russell Moose, Jr. . .. . . . 4000 Old Leeds Rd., Birmingham 3, Ala. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Morrison ... . ..... .... .......... Lexington 
Dr. James Mun·ay ........................... . t.cxington 
Miss r:vclyn Nelson . 204 Jackson Ave., Lexington 
Mrs. Frank Nelson . 146 N. Crest Rd., Chattanooga. Tenn. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Oakes .. . ........................... Buena Vista 
Mrs~ R. L. Owen . . .. . .......... .. Lexington 
Mrs. Dean Owens ..... Rome, Ga. Wrong Address 
B. E. Patterson . .. . .. ... . ....... . ... . ........... Buena Vista 
WHliam Alexander Paxton ... .... .............. Rt. l, Buena Vista 
.Mr. E . K. Paxton . ... . . ....... ........ ......... .................... Lex ~nglon 
Mr. Matthew Paxton .......... ........ , .......... ... ............. ..... Lexmt?ton 
Mrs. P . L. Paxton ......... . ........... ,. ......... Buena Vista 



Mr3. WHlfam M. P~ak 
Mr. anti Mrs. G<lrland Peed 
Miss M'1ry Monroe Penick 
.Mr. J. M. Perry 
Mr; H. ·· W. Prentis, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Pt~rry 
Miss Mary L. Hacey 

Glaisgow 
SuHc 1260, Plaza Hotel. New York City 

Lexington 
H·l6 Masonic Temple, Staunton, Va. 
Armstrong Cork Co., Lancaster, Pa. 

. . W&L, Lexington 

!\fr. itnd Mrs. Henry L . Uavcnhorst 
Col. and Mrs. H. M. Read 

Southern Seminary, Buena Vista 
202 Johnstone St.. Lexington 

Lexington 
Buena Vista 

Hoss Haven, Rt. 1, Lexington 
Old Mill. Lexingtvn 

Student, W&L 
Rr~D 4, Lexington 

31 l Jefferson St .• Lexington 
.. 585 Union St., Wytheville, Va. 

309 Jackson Ave .. Lexington 
C/o J. I. Bliss, Harrison St 

Mr. and Mrs. H. nusseH Robey 
~\rs . Barbara Ross 
Mrs. John .0. Hogt:rs 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Hull Rider 
Col. and Mr:>. Millon Rog£•1·s 
!Hr:>. E . A. Sale 
Mrs. Marion Sanders 
l\lr. and Mrs. Lester Schnare 
Albert ll . Schultz. Jr. 

Princeton, N. J. 
Mrs. Jane C. Seay .... Goshen, Va 
Mr. 1'. B. Shackford . . .. . . .. Lexington 
Mrs Virginia C~ Shattuck .. 450 Warren St., Brookline, 'Mass. 
a,Jrs. Arlhur J. Smith .. Buena Vista 
Mrs. Livingston SmHh Lexington 
Mfali Nonie Smith 308 Jackson Ave;, Lexington 
.Mr. c.nd i\frs. Felix StaedeU ... ... .... Rt. 5, l4exington 
Mr . . and Mrs. W. R. Sterrett .. Rockbridge Baths, Va. 
,_,Ir F. l" Stone . 1001 Vicwmont Ave .• NW Roanoke. V:i 
Mr.;. V. 1'. Strickler ........... Buena Vista 
Miss Kathleen Savine . RFD 3, Lexingto11 
Mrs. E. P: Tompkins ..................... .. ... Lexington 
C:ol. unu Mrs. Maxwell Traey . Jackson Ave., Lexington 
Col. and Mrs. A .S. J. Tucker . . .......... Rt. 2~ Lexington 
Dr. Charles Turner Box 878, Lexington 
Mr. C. Cabell Tutwiler .... . . ..... ... Box 747, Lexington 
Col C. C. 1'utwHer, Jr. . . . . ..... Box 741. Lexington 
Mrs. Finley Waddell . . . ............. ..... .... ... .... . ....... Lexington 
Mr. lfarrin,~ton Waddell Lexington 
Mrs. 'l'om Wade : . . ..... Lexington 
Mrs. Curtis Walton Natural Bridge, Va. 
Mrs. Walter Watts Natural Bridge, Va. 
Mr5. Paul Welles Le1(jnglon 
Mrs. MarshaU P. West Lexin'!:ton 
Mr. and Mrs. I.. E. White .. Buena Vista 
Mrs. George WHHams .... Goshen, Va. 
Rev. T. William~ .. Hampden Sydney College, Va. 
Mrs. J. B. Wood . . ................. Goshen, Va. 
Miss Madeline WHlis Coffey Apts., Lexington 

Sustaining Members 

Mrs . W. R. Greenlee 
Mr. W. R. Greenlee 

Mrs. Winthrop Aldrich 
Mr'l- Sheldon Whitehouse .. 
Mrs. John Merritt 

Life Members 
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Dr. Leslie Lyle Campbell . 
Mrs. Augusta B. FothcrgiJI 
Miss Ann Johnstone 
Miss Susan J.ohnstonc . 
Mr. Henry Miley 
Mr. fi'ranklin Morgan 
Mr. Chauncey M. McCormick 
Mrs. Chauncey M. McCormick 
Rev. P. Frank Price DD. 
Mn. Cniig Patterson 
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. Lexington 
Lexington 
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. Chicago, Ill . 

.. Chicago, lU. 
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Tinkling Spring, Va. 
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QUAHTEHLY THEASUHEH'S HEPOHT 

JANUAHY 15, .1954 

Ca;;h on hand October 195:l 
Hcccl1Hs 
133 dues 
Interest 

EJ~lJCll3CS 
Postage 
Gazette: postals. printing 
Bowness: Scotch Irish Assn. 
Mrs. tiraybeal: bHhng 
Stamp pad 
Box rent --6 months 
Cuumy News: bill forms 

ca~h on hand 15 January 1954 

$266.00 
1.25 

267.25 

.74 
9.40 
3.00 
5.00 

.45 
2.20 
6.50 

$ 27.29 

Expenses to date on Dr. Tompk.ins' book 
Receipts 

C. C. Tutwiler 

Treasurer 

~ 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

$1,563.25 

239.90 

$1 ,803.21 
$1 ,936.78 
$1,144 .85 

The major accomplishments of uny thriving society are the intangible 
ones; so it has been with us . How can we mea,l;urc the interest we have 
created in our past, the value of the artifacts and documents we have 
preserved, the knowledge Uiat our programs :md publications have 
promulgated? 

ln £uch a summary as this, we can only list a few tangible achieve· 
rnents, markers, victories. Even as we do so we are aware that it i 
jn the ,·calm of the human sph'it that we have made our most enduring 
mark. 

The Hl40's and '50's have been years of post-war adjustment for 
our county, our nation. our wol'ld . They have been trnubled years. 
busy years, Our Society has continued to work and grow, however, and 
t.o reflect its belief in grass mots history nnd culture . The American 
who influenced this gcncn.1Um1 more thiin any other, l"nmklin D. 
Roost!VCH, rcitcra&cd this point of view when he said : "The naliotrnl 
fobric can Le no titrongcr lhun lhc individual strands that go into it." 
This we believe. · 

At the January, 19-19 meeting, work was begun to simplify the pro· 
cedure connected with the election and acceptance of members. A com­
mittee also started work on modifications of the by-laws, so that this 
important phase of our existence be in proper sh.ape. l>r. E. P . Tomp­
kins , whose services were of inestimable value for year s, announced 
that the thinl volume of the PROCEEDING was at the printers, and 
would soon be ready. Those of u~ who arc preparing this volume pa use 
often •md l'Cmcmbcr what nr. Tompkins did before us. 
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On April 25, HH9. the Suciety met for the fir .st lime in the Castle, 
ib n~w and permanent home. The meeting was opened, appropriutcly 
enough, with prayer by Mr. lhirrington Wa<ldell . To many people, but 
espccrn.Uy . the late Professor HaJe HQuston aod Dr .Leslie Campbell, 
the Society wm always Le grutcful; tor they made the Castle our home. 
lt wm; arrnom1ccd at the same meeting that the Society had total assets 
of over $2600.00, indicating th;.it il was possible to undertake a vigorous 
progn1m in the days ahead. 

After the July meeting held at !<"'airfield Wgh School, the Society 
made a pilgrimage to the McDowell family cemetea·y and U1e birthplace 
of Jane Todd Crawford. Such trips have been an important part of our 
total pr6gram. 

At the October meeting Dr. Campbell again showed his generosity by 
offering . the Society $1,000.00 for the maintenance and . upkeep of the 
C~1sth!. The gift was grat.cfuUy accepted ~ Starting with the January, 
1950 meetinq, lhc Society agreed each year to appoint an Overseer for 
the Castle. T. B. Shtlckford was the first appointee , and served through 
1953. 

A delightful summer meeting was held at Goshen, one of the mo~t 
pjduresque parts of the County. A steady effort has been made through· 
out the yc<.11's to ind.udc variou::i pal'ts of the County in our plans and 
mccting.s. 

At that meeting the Society voted that a memorfal booklet listing 
World War H casualties from. Rockbridge County be printed by the 
Society. We must record the important history of our own day , as wen 
as that of other days. Sixty~lwo Rockbridge County men were killed 
in World War H, aml are worthy of a fitting memoi·iat 

The stc:tlc's first o!ficiaJ "artist in residence." Wiiliam Washjngton, 
taught at the Virginia MiHtary Institute. and is buried hi the Lexington 
Cemetery. ln its October, 1950 meeting tbe Society voted to place a 
st•itahle lwom.e plaque on his grave. This work was overset:n by . Miss 
ElJen Anderson. Dr. William Couper gave an excellent address on Wash· 
ington al Uw time. It wus also suggested at this time that the Society 
consider adopting a seal. 

Varium; committees nave functioned wit.h great .· success during Lhe 
yearb cove1•ed by this volume of the ·rnocEEDlNGS. There is not 
space to docoment this accurately; but H should be pointed out that 
the caliber ·of the programs, the growtl1 in membership, the interest 
in historic monuments, the refurbi~htnent of the library, thE! expansion 
nf the publication program, and the smooth handling of all fiscal and 
busin~~s matters has not been accomplished by some Unseen Power. 
It has been the work of dozens of . faithful peoplei often anonymous 
people , who have kept the wheels moving. The whole Society takec; 
this opportunity to thank them, and to acknowledge the extent of their 
accomplishments. 

An important phase of our archives was opened up when Mr. B. F . 
Harlow 1m.>scnt.c<l the Society with files of the Lexington Gazette dating 
from 1874 forward . Special shelves were built at the Ca~tlc to uccommo­
date them_ Many improvements (under the supcrvbion of J)r. W. Cole 
Davis ) were made in lhe building. 

In 1952 the Society undertook its most ambitious publication venture7 
Rockbridge County, Virginia: Au Informal History. Written by Dr. E. P . 
Tompkins, whose unfortunate death has been commented on earlitr 
in thh; volume, the history was edited by M. W. Jnshwick and published 
uy Whittet and Shepperson in Richniond, Virginia. Cloth bound, illu· 
stra fed, containing fourteen chapters · and l87 pages, the book covered 
Hockbridgc from the days of the Borden Grant to World War Ii . The 
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project cost $1900.00, and entailed the printing of 2,000 copies. Sales 
and 11rniJing were handled by Mr. Stewart B<»wness at the Book Sh()p, 
whose considcrabJc conlributiou Ls hereby acknowledged. hl the ensuing 
months sales reimbursed the Society for mo.st of its investment. 

Another major projetl involved the rc·doing of the library. Dl'. 
e . W. Turner took the lend i11 lhi:> work. and was ably assish~d by Miss ( 
Virginia Poulirey nnd Miss Evelyn Nelson. As a restdt all our books 
Jl'.We been catalogued, examined, and re.shelved on new and adequate 
shelves. Several la<lics, including Mrs. McCulloch; Mrs. Tolley, Miss 
Galt, a.nd :Miss Harlow, havc voluntcert!d to keep the library open at 
specified liours. so the material mav be used by uuy intet-ested_ party. 

Various members of the Society, including Messrs. Couper, 1''t.ournoy, 
Diehl, Gilliam, Lauck, Flick, Puxton, Harlow, Waddell, Turner. and 
Fishwick, as well as Mi.ss Anderson and l\fr~ . Robey; have ,published 
material in various journals which dealt with local and state history. 
Their combined accomplishment has been important in the Hfo of the 
Soc!iely. 

Elsewhere in Uus volume recognition wHl be made of the speeches 
which lbc Socicly has been J>l'ivilcgcd to hear, and the gifts which it 
has rc.ceivcd. Ccrtajnly they must be counted among our accnmplish, 
meuts. If space and time permitted, scores of other acts and kindnesses 
could be mentioned. The composite of all of them, and -Of the faith 
we have in the work we arc engaged in, is the real reason for our 
existence. 

May the years ahead sec this work und lhis faith grow. 

DONATIONS 1949-'53 

April 25, 1949, papers and artifacts of Miss Ndhe Gibbs' Estate were 
presented b)' Miss Ellen Anderson. · 

Dl'. Leslie L. Campbell gave a bronze commemorative tablet explaining 
the history of "The Castle0 as well as two chairs made by the grand· 
father of President Henry L. Smith, fotrnerly president of . Washington 
and Lee University. 

A lunette, capitals and column bases from the Old Blue Hotel wcr(' 
given by Miss Ellen And~rson and Dr. E. P . Tompkins. 

October 18, 1949, Captain Greenlee D, Letcher had a marker placed 
on the spot where ''Traveler", the horse of General Robert E . .Lee, wa~ 
buried. 

July 14, 1950, lhe Misses Lucy and Murgaret Withrow presented a 
collection of Confederate. money. and a r;lre photograph of the Browns­
burg School. Later they added to their gifts a desk and papers of their 
father. 

October 30, 1950, Mr. T. B. Shackford presented a portrait of Dr. 
l.eslie Campbell obtained from, ilis relatives . 

Apdl 23, 1951, Mrs. J . B. Wood gave a photograph of the Alleghany 
Inn at Goshen . , 

January 15, 195:!, Mr. B. F. Harlow presented valuable files of the 
Lexington Gazelle 1874-1953 and promised The Society bound copies 
of future years. 

Dr. Mnrshall F'ishwick gave a tintype of the Old Buena Vista furnace. 
Dr. Cole Davis presented a handmade sausage grinder given by Sam 

Davis. 
May 4. 1953, Dr. and Mrs . . James Moffatt turned over to the Society 

a collection of Second World War files describing work done by the 
Lexington people toward . th~ war effort 

Mr. D. Short ~ave the $ociety a, copy of the deed of hi.s farm near 
Glasj!OW, that had been in the fllmily since Colonial times. · 

Miss Minnie K. Varner gave the Society some Miley portraits. Later, 
Mr. Shackford presented Miss Varner's portrait . 

July 20, 1953, Mrs . E. P . Tompkins guvt~ papet·s and a number of 
books of her husband, Dr. E. P. 'fompkins. 

44 



{ 

\ 
( 

October 19. l95:i, Dr. R H. McCoy sent $15.00 to be used fot• a 
marker for the home of Bishop WiUiam Taylor. 

Miss ElJen Anderson presented a genealogical table of the Alexander 
Caruther's family, sent by Dr. Carroll Davis. 

July 28, 1953, Miss Aun Johnston gave a Thirteen volume set o • 
Encyclopedia Americana, published in 1830, once owned by Colonel 
Samuel McDowell Reid. 

Mr. Harrington WaddeH presented a valuable bookcase for the 
Society's use. 

Miss Edna Holmes gave a coffee cup and saucer, purchased years 
ago from R S. Anderson's China Store here in Lexington. 

Many other valuable papers, artifacts and photographs have been 
given which arc listed in the artifacts list. 

ARTIFACTS oi.~ ROCKBlUDGE HlSTOlHCAL SOCIETY 
AS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 1953 

A. Indian Lore: 
1. Instruments for m<.iking arrowheads 
2. Mortar for making paint 
3. Tomahawk .... 
4. Devices for pottery making 
5. Fragments of pottery 
6 Rclicl; 

B. Iiome Utensils and Fixtures 
l. Crockery churn 
2 .. Sausage skillet .. 
3. Tables (3) 
4. Demijohns (4) . 
5. Yardstick 
6. Carriage lamps . 
7. Iron pot 
8. Milk crock (2) 
9. wame irons (2) 

10. Mattock 
11. Pot hooks 
12. ~'lat iron . 
13. Mort.ar and pestle (3) 
14. Spectacles (2) 
15. Masonic badge 
16. Candle holder .. 
17. Trunk ... 
18. Lock (2) 
19. Coffee ~rindi!r 
20. Doll coffee grinder 
21. Spice box 
22. Key basket 
2'.'i. A B C plate 
24. Make up kit 
25. Leather corsel 
26. Curios case 
27. Wood frame ........ .. . 
28. Iron tea kettle and frying pan 
29. Desk (2) .. . . .. . 
ao. ~creen . . . . 
31. Large vase ................ ....... .... . . 
32. CJiairs ( 4) .... . . ..... . ...... ........... . 
il:l. F1reside set ........... .. .... ............................................................. .......................... .. 
35. Salver . . ...... .. ........ ....................... .. 
~R. Sun shade .. .. ... ............. ., ... ..... . 
37. Ruffle ironer ............... ..... . ...... .. ........ .. 
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$ 25 .00 
10.00 
2.00 

40.00 
l.00 
2 .00 

5.00 
1.00 

. 120.00 
5.00 

.50 
15.00 
3.00 
3.00 

... 30.00 
20.00 
10.00 
2.00 

30.00 
2 .00 

.50 
15.00 

4.00 
10.00 
2.00 
2.00 
l.00 

2.00 
5.00 

15.00 
2.00 
5.M 

83 .00 
10.00 
10.00 
ao.oo 
10.00 

5.00 
2.00 

25.00 



38. l\L.mnc 
39 Mediduc kils , cupping instrument 
40. Punch howl uml cups . 
41. Jewelry (homemade) 
42. J.ndy's high comb 
43. ShawJ pins 

C Industry: 
1. Iron riveter 
2. Hand hewn log 
3 . Board of Hcd Mill . 

· 4 . Key and lock to canal 
5. Frow <2> 
6. Charrnal from furnace 
7. Hackds (2) 
8. f<' lax brushes (2) 
9. Candle molds (2) 

10. Home made nails 
lL Iron mold 
12. Capitals of The Blue Hotel 
13. Cornices of Jordan House 
14. Newel post 
15. Measuring sticks 
16. Iron rail .. . 
17. Spinning wheel 
18. Brackets (3) 
19. Window 
20. Old mill worker 
2 L Hor:;e and mule shoes 
22. Broad ax: (2) 
23. Forceps {2) 

30.00 
.... 20.00 

25.00 
l .00 
2.00 
LOO 

25.00 
.50 

l .00 
4.00 

10.00 
2.00 
2.00 

10.00 
2000 

U}(} 

5Jor· 
2:00 
l.Of · 
.50 

1.rv 
50.00 
10.00 
10 00 

2:00 
10.00 
20.00 
5 .00 

24. Liberty Hall nails ... ........ ..... .. ... ... .. .... . ,. 22.!ir 
25. Jamestown Brick 
26. Chestnut fence rail 
27. Foundation stone 
28. Jump Mountain Rock 
29. Maul 
30. ~gyptian water jug 
3 L Bobin winder 
32. Store retriever 
33. Adding machine 
34. Filing Cabinet 
35. Rawhide 
36. Old Fort finishing nnils 
37. Roll of Confederate money 
38. Specimen of glassblowing art 
30. Safe 
40. Baggage check used on can al boats 

Military 
1. Have rsack untl slinup (2) 
2. Gr:.ipc-slrnt from ~fana!>sas 
3. H. E. Lee wood block irom f1cld 
4. Powder horn (2) 
5. Bullet mold 
6. Cannon baH 
7. Shotguns (2) 
8. Crozers shell 
9. MilHaty badge 

lO. Sons of Confederate Veterans' Badges . . .. .. 
11. Rings etc. rnade in Northern Prison by uncle of 

Miss Nt•Hic Gibbs. 
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2.on 
!?.GO 

1.00 
1.0l} 

10.0f\ 
20.on 

.50 
5 .00 

40.00 
.50 

l.00 
10.00 
2.00 

1.00 

20.00 
l.00 

10.00 
15.00 
3.00 
500 

60.00 
.50 
.50 



PICTURES, PHOTOS, PAINTJNGS 

l. Frame oi. money and checks 
2. Sketch of Jam~stown Church 
3. Dold's :;ketch of Natural Bridge .. 
4. Old Red Milt 
5. Cedar Grove 
6. "Ye Olde College Bell" 
7. Walton and 1'"'Jowers (6) 
8. Rockbridge Baths HoteJ ...................... .. 
9. Herring Hall .. 

10. Confederate membcrshhr certificate 
11 . John Sterrett . . . 
12. Dr. Morrison and FamiJy . 
13. Rockbridge Baths bath house 
14. High Bridge Church 
15. Lydia Furnaces 
16. R E. Lee (5) 
17. Hale Houston (2) 
18. Fitzhugh Lee 
19. Stonewall Jackson Home 
20. Little Sorrel 
2L Wilson Springs . 
22. Rockbridge Baths tennis courts . 
23. High Bridge Church spring 
24. Confederate J.<' lag 
25. Stone Castle 
26. Indian block House . 
27. Mrs. tee's bath carriage 
28. Ann Smith Letter (2) 
29. Arm Smith Academy 
30. li~orest Oaks 
31 . "Torn. Hat" 
32. Old and covered mill . 
33. Liberty Hall 
34. Miley's Home 
35. Jump Mountain .. 
36. Solch·lrish Congress ... 
37. ''Dawn of Abdominal Surgery" . 
38. Mountain scene 
39. Packet Boat pictures 
40. Miley mosaic 
41. R. E. Lee coffin 
42. "Dig Foot" Wallace (3) ..... .. .. 
43. Certifiente oi Temperance Sons 
44 . Bishop Tuy tor . . ........................... ....... .. .. .. . 
45. "Hehe Goddess of Youth" 
46. Gertrude Zacchcri (2) 
47. W&l. faculty (1907) 
48. Confederate Uanncr 
49. Map Rockbridge 
50. Borden Plot .. . 
51. Rockbridge Battery Roll ... ..... . 
52. Bird 's eye view of W&L 
53. Bowyer family t ree 
54. Captain Wills 
55. Hugh Wms 
56. "No Place Like Home" 
57. Old deed 
58. Irby Hillis 
59, Lee's Temperance Creed 
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10.00 
15.00 
5.00 

.75 

.75 

.5() 
2 .00 
8.00 
1.00 
2.00 
1.00 
5.00 
l.00 
1.50 
l.00 

00.00 
7 .00 
2.00 
2.00 
3.00 
200 
5.00 
2,00 

10.00 
2 .00 
2.00 
5.00 

40,00 
10.00 
6.00 
400 

20.00 
20.00 
15.00 
7 .00 

20.00 
10.M 
25.00 
JO;OO 
20.00 
10.00 
25.00 
15.00 
10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
40.00 
20.00 
10.00 

5.00 
20.00 
25.00 
50.00 
10 .00 
10.00 
l0.00 
15.00 
HiOO 
8.00 



60. Glenwood Furnace 
61. McCormick pictures 
62. Beverly Patent 
63. Mary Preston Graham 
64, William Weaver 
65. z. Johnslon lcHct' 
66. Matthew Hannah house 
67. Rufos B<liley 
68. Mary Greenlee Stone 
69. William Cosa letter 
70. Virginia Furnace 
71. Old canal bo~t 
72 . . RcapDr . 
73. McDowell surgery and others 
74. Liberty Hull Document 
75; Lexington's Main Street 
76. Wilson house 
77. Allcghm1y Inn 
78. Converfs list 
79 . .. Northwoods'' .. . . 
80. Jcfforsoo coutract 
81. Dold house drawing 
82. C<iunly script 
83. .Martin leU«:r 
84. Edward Graham letter 
65. ·Dr. Thurman's photos 
66. John Letcher 
87. Mess kit . 
88. Deed to Ann Smith 
89. Seinmcs sisters 
90. Doc11mcnt of Johnston lund snJe 
91. · Land grant signeq by Jefferson 
92. ·Buena Visttl furnace 
93. Rockbridge Island springs 
94. Junkin Poem 
95. Subscription lbt 
96. lndonture 
97. Sam Houston 
98 . MHey's Confederate uniform 
99. Houston's home ·' ··· 

100. Fort Lewis 
101. Ann Smith subscription 
102. Plot of Lexington 

Total 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
2.00 

10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
3;{}0 

10.00 
2.00 
5 .00 
2.00 
4.00 

30.00 
1000 
5.00 
8.00 
5.00 
6.00 
2.00 
5.00 

25 .00 
25.00 

............... ., ............ ,., , .. ................. . . 25.00 
40.00 

...... 10.00 
15.00 
20.00 
5.00 

20.00 
25.00 

5.00 
5.00 

1000 
s.on 

25.00 
5.00 

10 Of· 
2.00 
2.00 

15.00 
20fJ 

.. $2,274.50 
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NECROLOGY 
Jlonorary 

Rev. Craig Patterson, Tinkling Springs, Va. 
Mrs. Craig Patterson, 'rinkling Springs, Va. 
Mrs. Frank Price, Florence, S. C., 

Life Members 
Dr. Arthur Gerhard, PhHadclphia, Pa. . .. 
D1·. Albert Mccown, Richmond .V;.J. ...... . 

Sustaining Member 
Mrs. L. T . C. Alford, Glencoe, HL 

Members 
Mrs. John D. Clothier. Buena Vista, Va. 
Mr. J. Lee Davis, Richmond. Va . ............ . 
Mrs. Edward DeArmand. L<•xington, Va . .... . 
Judge Dallas Flanagan, Montclair, N. J . ................. . 
Mrs. Fannie McNutt Goad, Uockbridge Baths, Va. 
Mr. L. H. Holmes. Philadelphia, Pa. . .... ................ . 
Mr. J. II. Lyle, Lexington, Va. . . ............................... . 
Mr. Frank A. Nelson, Chattanooga, Tenn . ............ ........... ..... . 
Mr. I-'rank 'f. S. Powell, Staunton, Va . ..................................................... . 
Dr. E. P. ·rompkins, Lexington, Va . ... ..... . ....... .... .. ....... · 
Col. Paul Welles, Lexington~ Va. · ......................... . 
Mrs. Rose McDonaid Skroggs, Berryville, Va. 

AHTICLES Qli' CONSTITU'flON 

1953 
1954 
1954 

1948 
1953 

... . 1950 

1953 
1952 
1952 
1951 
1952 
1949 
1953 
1952 
1950 
1952 
1950 
1953 

This is to certify tlial we, the under.signed, desire to ·and hereby do 
u~socfate ourH:ives together · to form an association to be· known :i · 
The Rockbridge llisto.rical Society, . an association not organized for 
a profit. in which no capital stock is required or to be issued, under 
the provisions and &ubjcct to the requirements oi the law for such 
case made and provided, and by this, our · certificate. set for th, as 
follows: · 

(A} The name oC the association js to be The Rockbridge Historical 
Society. 

(B) The name of the town and county wherein Us principal office 
in this state is to he located, is Lexington, Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

lC) 'l'he purposes .for which it is formed are, as follows: 
'l'lle collection, preservation and dissemination of all things relating 

to the histCJry, antiquities, landmarks, and literature of . the County 
of Rockbridge and the Town of Lexington, Va .. and promoting general 
interest in these purposes. 

(D) The number of trustees who are to manage the affairs of the 
association shall he three (3), to be elected by the Society. 

fE) The names of the trustees who ·are lo manage its aHafrs for 
the fitst year of its existence, are as follows: 

(F) The period of the duration of the association is unlimited. 
(G) The amount of real estate to which. its holdings are, " ·~ any time, 

to be limited, is 1.000 acres. 
Given under our hands this 9th day of August. 1939. 

Note~ By some oversight, no trustees were elected by the Society until 
January 26, 1942. They are; a.s follows: 

ft!r. Slutirt Moore, Mr. Matthew W. Paxton, Jr., and Mr. E. S. 
Mattmgly. 
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&Y-LAWS 

Article I - Membership 

(a} Memucrship in this Society shaH consist of persons interested 
in the purposes of the .Society, and who ~haH be approved for member­
ship as hercinaHer provided . 

(b} Any person may be proposed in writing for membership in this 
Society, ~ml such proposal shall be submitted lo a committee on 
membership for its approval. 

{ c} M~111bcrship .shall be divided into the following classes: 
1. Active 1ncmlicrs, who shall be regularly approved and elected 
as herein provjded, and who shall p.iy such admission fee and 
periodic dues as may b~ required by the Society. 
2. Sustaining 111cmbers, who shaH be :otherwise qualified ns active 
members. but who indicate a d('sfrc to contribute dues provided 
for sustaining members to further the purposes of the Society be­
yond the interest uf other ncUve members. 
3 . Ufo members. who shall be othc1·wise qtiaHfied as active mem· 
bcrs of the Society, nml who shnH within thirty days after theh· 
cfoction pay lhu dues prescribed for life members to be credited 
to them in lieu of any further ndtnission fees · or dues. 
4. Honorary members. who may be elected from such persons a'> 
may appear to be entitled to this dii;;tinction from their connection 
with or interest in historical . or literary pursuits. or who . may 
indicate a, disposition to contribute to the collections to proinolc 
the objeds of this Society. 
(d) If any active member !;hall fail to . pay his subscription for 
two vcars. or any time refuse to pay the same, he shall forfeit 
au the rights and privileges of membership, and the exc(!utiw' 
committee shall cause his mime to be removed from the Hst of 
members. 

Article H - Officers and Elections 

(a) The oWccrs of this Society shall be; a president, seven (7) 
vice-presidents. a rceording secretary, a corresponding secretary, a treas­
urer, anq a librarian. The fore~oing officers shall be elected at the 
annual meeting of lhe Society, by those attending oi· voting at such 
meeting. 

(b) The president ~hall preside at an meetings of the Society, shall 
have power to appoint au standing and special committees, with the 
exception of the . nominating committee. At least three of the vice: 
presidents shall be re~idents of the County nf Rockbridge, and at least 
one vice-pre~ident shull be a resident of the Town o{ Lexington. Vir­
ginia. The vice-presidents shaH, in order, as they are available for such 
purposes, dh~charge the duUcs of the president whenever the latter 
shaH be absent or 1inable to acl as such. The recording secretary shall 
keep an acct•rate rec{)rd of the proceedings of the Society and of it.:: 
r.ornmittecs, and !:<haH hep .an accurate Ust of membership of the 
Society designated accordina to the classification thereof, with the 
nddrcsses oC s1•eh members. The correspomlin~ secretary .shall likewisP 
keep a list ,,f the names and ttddresscs of members and of officers, and 
~hall notify such member~ ot th" time and place of meetlnl!s. of elec· 
t ion.:; . and of other procPcdini:?s o{ the Society, ~nd shall furnish pront•r · 
nubUcity to lhe press of matters of interest relative to its alt.airs. Th1> 
treasurer shall receive atl fund~ of &h~ Societv anrl disburse snme at 
the . d•rcction or Hw PXP1:11Uve committee. nnd shall submit a proper 

· report and accotJnt of the transactions of that office at the annual 
meeting of the Sodet:v. The librarian shaU receive and take proo~r 
care and custody of historical papers and records and informatiM 
brought to the attention of the Socit~ty , shall obtain and collect material 
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de.sirab)c lo iti; purposes, and tihaH furnish records and informntion for 
publication or for the work of committees and shall perform such olher 
duties as may be 1fosignatcd by the executive committee and which m<ty 
further the purposes of the Society. 

( c) The term of the foregoing oHkcrs shall be for two yearn or 
until a successor shall be e lected, subject to the qualification that Lhe 
president .shall not be eHgible to hold office for more than two successive 
terms, Members may be nominaled from the floor lot any office, follow­
ing the report of the numinating committee, aud the majority of votes 
cast at the annual meeting shall be sufficient for election. Vacancies 
occurring in any office between annual meetings shall be filled by the 
executive committee. 

· Article HI - Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee shall be composed o.f the president, the 

secretadt>s, the treasurer and librarian. with such other members of 
the Society as may be appointed by the president to the number ot 
nol Jess than ten or more than fifteen . This committee shall meet at 
the call of the prctiident not less than four tinu:s a year, nnd shall be 
empoweN~d to discuss nnd tran~act current business of the Society 
in the interim between general meetings, to appoint the nominating 
committee, and to do aU other acts necassary and incident to the 
proper tranf:action of the business of the Society not required to be 
pcrfol'med at a general meeting. 

Article JV ~ Committees 

(a) The Nominating Committt;e shall c:onsist of not less than three 
nor more than five members appointed by the executive committee 
not less than thirty days before the date of the annual meeting of 
the Society. No officers of the Society shall be members . of this com­
mittee. It shall be the duty (tf this committee to submit, at the annual 
meeting of the Society. one or more names of suitable persons to be 
voled upon for each office to be filled by election at such meeting, 

( b) The Member.ship Committee shall consist of not less than five 
nor more than ten members to be appointed by the president, with th" 
advice and approval of the executive committee. It shall be the duty 
of thi.s committee to rnceivr and approve or disapprove all written 
proposals for membership, and submit their reeommend~tions in writin~ 
to the president. The executive committee shaU be empowered to admit 
persons approved by the membership committee to membership and lo 
announce tl•eil' election at the next general meeting of the Society. 

(c) The Program Committee :-:haH consist of n<~t less than three nor 
mote than five members of the Soeiety, whose duty it shall be to 
arrange and present at meetings of the Society matters of gcnc1'4fl 
interest. 

(d) The Ways and Means Committee shall consist of the president 
the treasurer, and three other members of th~ Society, whose duty it 
shall be lo supcrvi::e and aa·ranf;{e the financial affairs of the Society. 
the collection .pf itnes, the investment of funds of the Society, and the 
raising of funds for special purposes or objects and all other matters 
relating to the financia1 welfare or the Society. 

(e) The Cnmmittee on Historical Records shall consist of a General 
Chairman. under whom :;hall serve three subcommittees, as follows: 
(1) Committee on Biograuhy: (2) Committee on Genealogy; {3) Com­
mittee on Historicnt T.andmarks and Appliances. These committees are 
to be d~signatcd by the p1-.~sidcnt. 'fhcir duly shall be th assist t.ht' 
libntian in the coltcclion and publication of biographical, gcneaJogic~tl 
and hi~torical records. 

Papers n:~ad before the Society constitute a part of the proceedings 
of th<' Society, and may be printed as such. 
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(f) Chairman of such committ.ces shall be appointed by the president 
and shall remain in office until their successors have been duly 
appointed. · 

Article V - Dues 

Dues of members shall be payable within thirty days of the date of 
the annual meeting; and notices shall be mailed by the treasurer to 
an members at such times as that officer may deem proper. Unless 
and until otherwise directed by the Society, no admission fee ·shalt 
be required for membership. and annual dues shall be $2.00 for each 
active member and $10.00 for each suslaining member. As heretof.ore 
provided. life members shall pay an admission fee of $50.00 in lieu 
of other dues. Memorial members shall not be required to pay dues, 
but shall have the privileges ol contributing money or matertal to the 
Society in accordanre with their intcre~L 

Article VI - Meetings 

There shall be four general meetings during each year, the first 
of which shall be an annual meeting for the purpose of transacting 
business or the Society, the remaining meetings to be devoted to a 
discussion of' matters of intcretil to the Society, under the direction of 
the Program Committee. A quorum for the transaction of business at 
any annual meeting shall be fifteen members, and at committee meet· 
ings of a majority of those required to act A majority vote of members 
present or voting shall be sufficient to determine all matters submitted 
to the Society or any commit.tee. Special meetings shall be had at the 
call of the president or of the executive committee; and meetings ot 
committees shall be had al lhe call of the chairman or acting chairman 
of such committee. · 

Article VU - Order of Busjness 

The order of business at any regulal' meeting shall be, as follows; 
1. ReadJng of Minutes 
2. Reports of Of licers 
3. Reports of Standin~ Committees 
4. Reports of Special Committees 
5. Unfinished Business 
6. Communications 
'1 . New Jlusiness 
8. Program and General Discussion 

The order of business at any meeting may be varied by the executiv.c 
committee to carry out the proper purposes of such meeting. 

Article Vlll - Amendments 
'l'he articles of association heretofore approved shall be the Constitu­

tion of this Society. and such Constitution, as wcU as the By-Laws, or 
any of them. may be amended at auy 1·egular meeting of the Society 
by a two-thirds vote of those attending or voting, provided such pro­
posed amendment has been submitlcd at lbc Jasl previous meeting, 
nnd Mticc thcl'eof conveyed to the members by muil or lly publicution 
in one o{ lhc local newspapers not less Uum ten days previous of the 
meeting at which the same is to be voted upon; save that previous 
notice shall not be required as to any · amendment approved and 
recQmmended by the executive committee. 

The above Constitution and By-Laws were adopted by the Rockbridge 
Historical Society, in Lexington, Virginia, on August 9, 1939; an:! 
amended on April 4, 1944. 
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