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Our Convent ion. 

Some Points R..e~at·din~ It, 
Ot•gan iza tio n. 

The Democratic National Con
vention of the student-body will 
be held in the gymnasium of 
\\Tashington and Lee Cniversi
ty, beginning at 8 p. m., ~lay 4, 
and continuing till a Presidential 
candidate for the Democratic 
party is nominated . The entire 
student-body is enrolled in the 

tate delegations. An official 
list of these delegations ap
peared in the DDIOCR.\T last 
week. 

tive Committee ha · made some 
important decisions. Regarding 
the matter of the four standing 
committees of the Convention, 
which are announced on the first 
day, it was voted by the Execu
tive Committee that the Com
mittee on Resolutions and Plat
form be composed of one mem
ber from each delegation,chosen 
by the delegation and announc
ed at special roll call of States 
and Territories on the first day 
of the Convention. The other 
committees of the Convention, 
those on Rules and Order of 
Business, Credentials, and Per
manent Organization, are to be 
appointed by the Temporary 
Chairman, with the limitation 
that the various sections of the 
country be as equally repre
sented as possible on each of 
these three committees. It was 
also decided that the proceed
ings should be reported, and ~Ir . 

C. 1. Carey was appointed re
porter for the Convention. 

The temporary officers of the 
Convention are to be chosen for 
nomination to the Convention at 
a meeting of the Executive 
Committee on ~\pril 23. This 
list of nominees will be read to 
the Convention shortly after it 
convenes; their election rests 
with the Com·ention. 

The matter of the Cnit Rule 
for the delegations has been left 
by the Executive Committee to 

the delegations for decision, so 
this will not be a part of the re
port of the Committee on Rules. 
The main reason for this ar
rang-ement is obvious; the Com
mittee on Rules is not suffi
c iently representative for it to 
consider this matter, a it con-
ists of but twenty men. The 

two-third rule is, however, left 
to thi Committee for report to 
the onvention, a it concern 
the Convention as a whole rath
er than the individual delega
tions. Chairmen are urged to 
hold meetings of their delega
tions and to attend promptly to 
the e two matters, (1) the elec
tion of a representative on the 
Committee on Re olution and 
Platform, and (2) the adoption 
or rejection of the nit Rule 
for the delegation. It is hardly 
necessary to state that under 
the Unit Rule the entire vote of 
the delegation is cast by the 
majority. 

The Committee on Arrange
ments for the Convention is the 
Sub-Committee of seven, ap
pointed at the first meeting of 
the Executive Committee. Mr. 
J . H. Price is chairman of this 
Committee. 

Any further information as to 
the method of procedure in the 
Convention can be readily se
cured from the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee or from 
any member of the Editorial 
Board of the DEMOCRAT. It is 
hoped that this statement o 
organization of the Convention 
will be a satisfactory answer to 
some of the queries in circula
tion. 

Why j ohnson ? 

Because Governor John A . 
Johnson, of Minnesota, a man 
who has risen from the bottom 
to the top and is thus acquaint
ed with the conditions of all 
classes, is the logical candidate 
for the Presidency in the next 
election. Of course, it must b< 
conceded by all that of all men
tioned for the Democratic nom
ination, !\f r. Bryan and Mr. 
Johnson are by far the most 
prominent so far. As between 
these two there should be no 
hesitation. ~J r. Bryan has al
ready twice led the party- to 
defeat- and with all due defer
ence to Mr. Bryan's attractive 
personality, unsurpassed elo
quence and widespread fame as 
a man of high integrity and in
tellect, we do not believe that 
he is the man to lead the party 
to victory. 

There is nothing so destruct
ive of confidence as defeat. Mr. 
Bryan has twice been defeated. 
Does it not stand to reason that, 
regardless of the high regard of 
the people generally for him as 
a man, their confidence in him 
as a leader must · be greatly 
shaken? You have qot far to go 

to find out that thi. is true. 
\Yhile many ardent supporters 
and admirers of the Nebraskan 
still staunchly uphold him, on 
the other side numerous Demo
crats of high standing in the 
party belieYe that it will be im
possible for the D mocratic 
party to win under the leader-
hip of ~Ir. Bryan. 

There is nothing which so en
courages confidence as victory. 
Governor Johnson is a man of 
victory. His course in life is 
marked with signal victories, 
bringing him teadily up to his 
now high and honored position 
from a beginning in poverty, 
without the means of securing 
the quivalent of a good high 
chool education. ~' tep by tep 

he climbed over opposition and 
obstructions and now holds for 
the second time the governor
, hip of the great , tate of Min
nesota. Elected a Democratic 
g-overnor in an overwhelmingly 
Republican state, his adminis
tration has been such that from 
a plurality of barely 7,000 votes 
at his fir t ele tion, his plural
ity jumped in the second elec
tion to something over 73,0 
There could be no more conclu
sive evidence of the fact that as 
a vote-getter he is unexcelled, 
and as a governor a man after 
the heart of the people. This 
record, we must remember, 
is that of a Democrat in a 

his executive ability, here too 
he is still a man of victory. 
\Vith a legisl<tture where Demo
crats a. memhers are little more 
than curiosities, he has carried 
through a large majority of his 
radical measures. lie has 
brought to submission railroads, 
insurance companies and other 
large corporations. Does lh is 
not show that even the Repub
licans who know him regard him 
as a lear1er worthy of confidence 
and support? 

The espousers of the causes 
of other candidates can find 
only one point to urge against 
the nomination of .Mr. Johnson. 
This argument-that he is not 
known widely enough-strikes 
us a weak one. The Governor 
of Minnesota is a man busy 
with his position of trust and 
confidence. lie has never had 
leisure to "stump" the coun
try. Thus it is true that he is 
not as widely known as Ir. 
Bryan, but how long will it lake 
to make h im widely known at 
the present rate? Compare 
what is known of him today 
with what was known of him 
two-nay even one-month ago, 
and the relative extent of the 
knowledge at these two times. 
Then consider that should !\lr. 
J ohnson be nominated he would 
of course give up hi s office and 
throw himself wholly into the 
fight. This would more than 

double the present ever increa
sing- rate at which knowledge of 
the Great Governor is spread
ing. Then consider too, that in 
his own section of the country 
ho is already <t•t'ddy A'IIO'i:l'll as a 
man of action, a man of integ
rity and a man of victory. Does 
it not seem in view of these 
facts that if no other objection 
could be raised he should be 
nominated without (luestion? 

The chanc s for aD mocratic 
victory arc better now than 
they have been since the last 

lection of ~Ir . leveland. It 
"·i 11 be a great dis a ·ter for the 
party to lose the opportunity 
by nominating the wrong man. 
\ e need a victory to keep the 
party on it. feet. \Ye can 
scarcely afford another d feat. 
As in the case of ~lr. Bryan, 
defeat tends to destroy confi
dence, and a destruction of con
fidence means a desertion by 
larg-e numbers or at least a 
half-hearted inter •st. Now is 
the time and every one sh uld 
cast a ·ide personal prejudice, 
and, other things being equal 
try to aiel the party by helping 
the man who can probably poll 
the largest vote. It will hard
ly be di puted that the ,' uth
ern , tates will go solid for any 
competent and able Democratic 
candidate. \Ye may leave these 
out of our count at present. 
Thus it narrows down to the 

i.be 
largest vote in the ~orthern 

and \Vestern States. We feel 
justified in saying- that Cov
ernor Johnson is the man. It 
is in these sections of tht! coun
try that he is most widely 
known. His action in suggest
ing- a conference of the Gov
ernors and Attorney-Generals 
of all the states to consider the 
insurance problem and the abil
ity shown as chairman of that 
conference, whose recommen
dations have been embodiecl 
in legislation in at least ten 
stales, gave him a reputation 
to be envied. The New York 
delegation is going uninstructed 
to the Convention and it is 
known that the purpose of thus 
sending the delegates is to de
feat ~Ir. Bryan. 'fhis shows 
conclusively that 1 ew York is 
a.[[ainsl Bryan. \Yith New York 
whose large electoral vote has 
such influence, the Democrats 
may almost feel assured of suc
cess. \\.ithout New York the 
chance of winning would be 
certainly greatly diminished. 
,\ml' .1 /wu/d 7t't' risk /osill,t[ ,\'r"i'i' 
York by lltllllinalitl,t[ Htyan! 

\Vould it not he almost suici
dal? 

There is another important 
factor which should cause the 
party to nominate Johnson. It 
seems probable that t here will 
he a split in the Republican 
party. In this case Democrats 

should get a good many of the 
Republican votes, provided a 
candid ,1te in whom they had 
confidence was put up by the 
Democratic party. Governor 
Johnson is highly regarded by 
the Republicans of his own sec
tion, and the regard of promi
nent Republicans there would 
greatly influence others. In 
ca e of a split large numbers 
would take up the slogan of 
"Johnson." //mt• mall I' Rr
f;ublicalls <l'Ould z•olc loi· ,]Jr. 
RJyn11! Even ~lr. Bryan's own 
adherents could hardly claim 
he would draw many Republi
can votes under any circum
stances. 

Let u ca ·t aside all precon
ceived ideas and prejudices am1 
look the situation squarely and 
fairly in the face. Let us con
sider that, while Mr. Bryan 
must be admired as a man, large 
number of Democrats have lost 
faith in him as a leader, and 
were he nominated wou ld go in
to the fight expecting defeat. 
Let us consider that 1 ew York, 
that great factor in presidential 
elections, is going to send un
instructed delegates lo the con
vention in order to defeat ~Ir. 
Bryan. Let us consider that 
11r. Bryan could draw very few 
Republican votes even in cas 
of a split in that party. Then 
let us consider the question
a•otdd it bt' salt• to nominatr• Jlr. 
lJ 1:1'a 11 /-knowing all the above. 

L ow let us consider t hat as a 
man of victory 11 r. Johnson 
would inspire confid •nee. Let 
us consider that the most avail 
able man to defeat the nomina
tion of Bryan, the ?\lew York 
delegation will probably sup
port Johnson, ami tl1~_State will 
stand by the decision of its dele
gates. Let us consider that 
1Ir. Johnson will in any event 
probably draw great numbers 

f Republican votes, at least in 
his own section, and in case of 
a split they would flock to his 
standard if that of any Demo
crat. Then let us consider an
other question <t'otdd it be safe, 
,·n z•irct• of lite succr·ss oltlu· party, 
no/to nominalt' Go<•r'rnor J ohn 
.f. J ofii!S0/1 1 o/ Jfilllll'SO/a / 

The ~ l a i n Issue 

\Vhatever else may be under 
discussion during the coming 
campaign the trusts, imperial
ism, separate statehood for :New 
~1 xico these subjects must 
take a back seat before the 
burning question of reducing 
the Republican high-protective 
tari IT. It is vain for the Repub
lican party to try to avoid this 
issue by inserting a tari ff-revis
ion plank in its platform. The 
country ·knows that the G. 0. P. 
is firmly committed lo a policy 
of xtreme protection, and it 
can make a pretty shrewd guess 
as to what tariff revision by the 
Republicans would amount to. 
1t is prone to recal I that for 
years of extortion by the tari IT
protected trusts the party in 
power has not stirred a hand to 
take from them their great 
weapon of oppression. \Ve 
hardly dare to make such a 
sacreligious s uggestion; but it 
is certain that without the tarifl 
the thunder of our great Trust
buster would not have been half 
. o loud, because one-half the 
cause of their rumblings would 
never have existcd.-llnt7'ard 
Democrat. 
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McCrum Drug Co.'s 
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Soda Fountain 
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Most Modern Fountain in the South 

VOTE AT I 
Weinberg's 
Outfitter 

Strain & Patton 

Clothiers 
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Opposite LEXINGTON HOTEL 

Quisenberry & Co. 
Tobacco and Cigars 

J. H. Brown & Bro. 
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University's P ressing 9!Pb 
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Lexington Pool 
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Students 
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I 
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Agent A. G. Spalding & Bro. 

W. H. Agnor 
The Latest Improved f ire Arms FAN CY G R 0 C E R I ES 

Tobacco and Cigars 
ll. )1. Thom p~on ~. E. !'train 

H. M. THOMPSON & Co. 
LIVERYMEN 

Wright's Old Stand Rear ~ngton Holt! 
PH O " ~~ L.:..:_ 

Wade Masters & Co. 
The Place for S~y ( 

Night Lunches 

J. Gassman & Son 
HA RDWA~ V 

Guns a nd Fish ing Tackle a Specialty 

C. E . Woodward 
TVATCHiWA .V 
andjE WELER 

AGE T FOR ~ARKER PE 

Students' Trade Solicited 

Sheridan Livery 
LOW R MAIN ST. 

Everything New · · ~ 

CASTLE HIL 

L. 6. Jahnke & Co. 
l'i'.rt · onn .tlafo St. 

1:4 Ti ll•: l'L. \CE TO 

I 1.\ \'E Y()('H : : :: 

~ATCH 
Lite-paired 

tH.It'K, in th<• BE. 'T 

;\£.\~:'\ EH .\"'Il l .\T 

Tit<' LOW I·:~T 1'1{]( ' 1~ 

FOH 

6ood Workmanship 

H. MILEY 
High-Class Stationery Printer 

Firat National Bank ~g. 

PEI'\H'DI I::\'T>' t(i' ~ 

Academic, Engineering, Law 
I'IIH 1',\T.\ LOn, \ lli>IH'..;,; 

GEORGE H. DENNY, President 

Medicines, Drugs, Chemicals, and 

Toilet Articles, Devoe Paints, ]ap

a-lac, and Hess Stock Foods, can 
be found at C!,__ 

The Students' Boarding Place Gorrell's Drug Store 
" The Gem on the H ill " NELSON STREET 


