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The Convt::ntion is over, and 
with it has passed at lea t one 
strenuous week in the history of 
Lexington. In spite of the fact 
that a portion of the delegates 
decided that the Jew should 
have nd further dealings with 
the Samaritan, the harmony that 
now prevails among all factions 
is only rivaled by the enthusiasm 
of the great Thursday night. 

It is not a small thing, we con
side r, that men engaged in work 
as arduous as that entailed by 
the average student's course at 
\V. and L. are willing to turn 
aside to an enterprise like the 
" Lexington Convention" and 

--~·---~--:-:;:--e-.: Td no whlt ot t1me, energy 

or interest, in order to make a 
success of an undertaking whose 
ostensible character is pure imi
tation. But the reason, should 
one demand it, is not far to 
seek. The students of W asb
ington and Lee consider that 
they are citizens first and stu
dents afterwards. "I am an 
American, and nothing Amer
ican do I consider foreign to 
me," is a paraphrase as sound 
as its original could ever be. 
No student of \V. and L. can 
honestly regret his support of 
the "Lexington Convention." 

For the Republican students 
we have a special word. \Veak 
is it to say, true as it is, that we 
sincerely appreciate their waiv
ing for the nonce all inter
party considerations and joining 
heartily in our enterprise. No 
reflection can ever be entailed 
by their action, and we cordially 
thank them for the aid they 
gave us. 

The JJcmorral has now served 
as best it could the purpose of 
its establishment, and its vale
dic tory can be briefly delivered: 
:\lay the da y rig ht speedily come 
wh e n America with one voice 
will de ma nd 

"Eq ua l rights to a ll , special 
privileges to none ." 

Conce•Anin~ the Withd~awa l 
or the johnson M en. 

The J ohnson Club, through its 

SHINGTONANDLEE 
U N IVE 

appointed committee, desires to 
place before the student body, 
and the public generally, its 
reasons for withdrawing from 
the \Vashington and Lee Dem
ocratic convention, and takes 
this opportunity to explain our 
position which bas been so bit
terly assailed. 

Both in the committee meet
ing and in the convention, the 
Johnson Club opposed with a ll 
its strength the adoption of the 
unit rule by the various state 
deleg-ations. The effect of this 
rule was to deprive of their 
votes and effectually dis
franchise members who had ex
ercised no choice, nor had they 
been allowed any, in the a sign
meat to the various delegations. 
Through having been assigned 
to delegations with a majority 
one way, they were forced so to 
vote without ever really having 
had a voice in the matter. They 
were simply assigned out of 
their votes and this on its fa ce 
w~s unju t. Further it enabled 
a party by having a bare major
ity in a sufficient number of del
egations to pass the unit rule 
in such delegations, and then 
secure a two-thirds majority by 
having a simple majority of 
the delegates. This overcoming 
of the two-thirds rule by a mere 
majority is an absurdity. It 
should obviously take a two
thirds vote to overcome a two
thirds rule. 

\Ye have discussed this mat
ter with several members of the 
Bryan Club and some of its most 
revered members have agreed 
with us that under the condi
tions, the imposition of the rule 
above was an injustice to the 
minority. 

The Johnson Club, beiog op
posed to a withdrawal from the 
move, decided to go to the con
vention and see if, under the 
rules promulgated we could get 
anything approximating an 
equitable vote. \Ve waited un
til we saw that, under the rules 
adopted and the decisions con
cerning various delegations, 
which were forced on the chair
man by these rules, there was 
absolutely no chance for the 
minority, though by a fair poll 
of the delegates we had more 
than enough to prevent nomina
tion on the first ballot. Every 
contested question was forced 
against us by a strictly parti
san vote of the majority. 

It was then that we called on 
the convention, in the name of 
justice, to eliminate the unit 
rule and get a fa ir expression of 
the true sentime nt of the del -
gat es by giving every de legate 
the right to vote as he should 
have . This be ing voted down, 
the re we re but two possible 
courses open to us- either re
main and be "run over" by the 
majority, solely because we 
were in the minority, or else 

withdraw. Out of self-respect 
we adopted the latter course. 

As regards the rulings of the 
Chairman, we desire to express 
our a ppreciation of the embar
rassing s ituation in which he 
was placed. \Ve have no criti
ci m of him, and are satisfied 
that be ruled conscie ntiously 
and squarely as he saw the 
right. \Ve attach not the least 
blame to him, for, under the 
rules adopted and the construc
tions forced by the House, Aris
tides himself would have found 
it impossible to mete justice 
according to the merits of the 
case. 

The Johnson Club does not 
wish to go on record as favoring 
a split in the party in case of 
the nomination of 1r. Bryan 
at Denver. Democracy should 
stand united, and every true 
Democrat should support the 
nominee at Denver, whoever he 
may be, whether Bryan, John
son, Gray, or any other. Had 
the Convention been a real one, 
the withdrawal would never 
have occurred, for such inequi
table and partisan rules would 
never have been adopted, nor 
would the majority ever have 
ignored so absolutely the claims 
of the minority. 

The Johnson Jub regrets 
deeply that it was forced to 
take such extreme measures as 
withdrawal, but maintains that 
st.ch action was thoroughly jus
Lipt::u uy conuiriuns . This art.i
cle is offered as an explanat ion 
of the course taken, but in no 
sense as an apology. 

[. igned,] L. S. EPES, 
R. RAGLAND, 
P. B. LAMBERTON, 
J. R. CASK IE, 

Committee. 

Our Platform. 

Abstract of The Platform Adopted 
By Tho Convention. 

The Democratic party in Con -. 
vention assembled declares its 
devotion to the principles laid 
down by a century's adhe re nce 
to party fait h. 

Born before the advent of the 
nation and cherishing it in its in
fancy, the Democratic party has 
secured to the people of this 
country local self-government, 
a national unity, and a prosper
ity seldom established in so 
short a time. Its principles 
underlaid the Declaration of 
Independence and are found 
embodied in the Constitution. 
It has established in every ex
tension of territory an equable 
adjustment between taxation 
and representation and through 
allegiance to the principles of 
Jeffe rson, Madison and Jackson, 
it has established a free repub
lic. Standing always as the 
champion of the people against 
tyranny, and of the wrongfully 
oppressed against the mighty, 

it has, in every instance of its 
power, guaranteed equal rights 
to all and special privileges to 
none. 

ow as never before the Dem
ocratic party champions t h 
cause of r form. It has set as 
its ta k the re cue of the g v
ernment from the headstrong, 
pa modic, and arbitrary meth

ods which have characterized 
it admini tration in the recent 
past, to the di traction of busi
ne sand the perturbation of the 
public mind. 

0 'TITUTI NAL RIGHT OF 
\Ve reaffirm the Dem

ocratic doctrine, never more im
portant than today, of preserv
ing in their full integrity the 
powers re erved to the everal 

tates under the federal consti
tution. 

APITAL AND LABOR. Capital 
and Labor ought to have equal 
rights before the law; neither 
should be favored at the expense 
of the other. The D mocratic 
party pledges itself,ifgiventh 
power, to enact an adequate and 
impartial employer's liability 
law. \Ve favor the legislative 
regulation of the employment 
of child-labor in the mines and 
factories. 

hrPERIALISM. \Ve oppose irre
sponsible absolutism and a pol
icy of colonial expansion. \Ve 
condemn the holding of the 
Philippines. \Ve demand that 
they be P"ivPn n proviRional form 
of government, and that they 
ultimately be given the right to 
govern themselves. 

ECONOMY OF ADMI ' ISTRA
TION. We insist upon the s trict
est economy compatible with 
rigorous and efficient civil, mili
tary and naval administration. 

EXECUTIVE USURPATIO . \Ve 
oppose the executive usurpation 
of legislative a nd judicial func
tions. 

TARIFF. We believe that the 
tariff should be immediately re
vised and gradually reduced to 
a revenue basis. 

PowER OF THE SPEAKER. We 
favor the restriction of the 
power now vested in the Speak
er of the House of Representa
tives. 

TRUSTS AND NLAWFUL CoM
BINATIONS. Private monopoly 
is indefensible and intolerable. 
We demand the enactment of 
such legislation as will effectu
ally suppress it. 

RAILROAD REG ULATION. T he 
Democratic party stands com
mitted to the policy of regula
tion of railroads, but we do not 
believe that governme nt owner
ship of railroads is a solution of 
the problem. 

PANAMA CANAL· The Demo
cratic p a r t y comme nds the 
speedy and economic comple
tion of the P anama anal , and 
favors the improvement of in
land waterways. 

URRENCY REFORM. vVe COD

er that t he recent experience 
o the country demonstrates the 
n~ed of a currency sufficiently 

seasonal de-
1ands. 
P UBLICITY 0 F C A M P A I G N 

)<' NDS. \Ve favor the passage 
bf legislation compelling publi
cation of the sources and 
amounts o f campaign contribu
tions in national e lections. 

DIRECT ELECTION OF SENA
TOR . \\ e favor the election of 
Senators by a dir ct vote of the 
people. 

ADMISSION OF TERRlTOR\'. 
The Democratic party favors 
the immediate admission o f 
N ew Mexico and Arizona as 
separate States. 

HIP S B IDtES AND MER
CHANT MARl E. \Ve are op
posed to ship subsidies but 
favor the upbuilding of our 
merchant marine. 

1oNROE D CTIUNE. \Ve favor 
the maintenance of the Monroe 
doctrine in its full integrity. 

RACR Q UESTION. Most em
phatically is the Democratic 
party pledged to a laisscz-fazn· 
policy with regard to the race 
question, and in vigorous terms 
we would denounce the policy 
of the Republican pa rty as re
gards the negro problem. 

APPEAL TO THE OUNTRY. Con
ducting the campaign upon this 

eclaration of our principles and 
rpnc:Pc:. we invoke for our can

didates the support, not only of 
our great and time-honored or
ganization, but also the active 
assistance of our fellow-citizens 
who, disregarding past differ-
ences upon questions no longer 
in issue, desire the perpetuation 
of our constitutional govern
ment as framed and established 
by the father of the republic . 

Tho Convention 
(Continul'tl from fit·,t page) 

c lause,reaffirming state's rights, 
were adopted without difficulty. 
The growing spirit of opposi
tion, however, manifested itself 
on the third plank, relating to 
an employer's liability law. 
The discussion was long, and 
the measure eloquently protest 
ed against by Messrs. Epes and 
Lamberton. With one sligb 
change, however, the plank was 
adopted . The lateness of the 
hour here c1used the conven
tion to adjourn. 

THrRD SEssroN-THURSDAY 
NIGHT. 

As soon s the c onvention was 
called to order on Thursday 
night, the revised r e port of the 
Committee on R esolut ions was 
read by Mr. W. K. R amsey, 
ch a irman, and in s p ite of the 
spirited debate some s ections 
of it b ad occasioned during the 
previous sesl':ion, this report 
was adopted as a whole. 

Next in order of business was 
the nomination of candidates 
for t he presidential nomina tion 
of the party. Alaska yielded 
to New York, and Mr. R. B . 
Stephenson in a stir ring speech 
put in nomination Gov . John A . 
Johnson, of Minnesota, a mid 
enthusiastic applause from part 
of the house. l\fr. R. . Keeb
ler, spea king for Nebraska , 
nominated W . J. Bryan, of t hat 
state, upon which part of the 
house broke into a storm o f a p
plause, encouraged al so by the 
display of a large port rait of 
Mr. Bryan by some ent husiastic 
supporters. Mr. mithson, of 
Tennessee, nominated Sena tor 
E. W . Ca rmack, of t hat sta te, 
elic it ing a lso a round of ap
plause. Seconding speeches 
were delivered for each candi
date, the number being re s t rict
ed to four for each candidate by 
the ru les adopted by the con
vention . 

When the first ballot was 
commenced, t he excitement of 
the con vent ion reached high
water mark. As no rule had 
been passed on the ma tter, the 
chair made a uniform rul ing: 

(1} That if the unit rule had 
been previous) y passed by a 
delega tion, a ma jority of the 
delegation would be necessary 
to break it; 

(2) That a majority of the 
listed delegation would be nec
essary to pass the unit r ule 
during the session of the con
vention. 

This ruling was a pplied to the 
contests in Jew York, Pennsyl
vania and Missouri. In the 
case of Indiana , t he chair ruled 
that the chairman of the dele
gation ha d a right to vote a s a 
delegate. In the case of Kan
sas there was a contradiction as 
to the facts and b y a vote of the 
house it was decided as a com
promise that the vote of that 
sta te be polled. In the case of 
the Philippines it was decided 
that the unit rule h ad not been 
passed, and the vote of the on I y 
member present from the dele
gation was taken on a pro mta 
basis. 

At this point the Johnson men 
considered that they had been 
given too little consideration 
under the r ules a dopted by the 
convention, in which the Bryan 
men were in the m ajority, with
drew from the session. While 
a good many Johnson m e n re
mained in the room , those who 
withdrew const itu ted a majority 
o f the Johnson con tingent. 

A t the t ime of the withdrawal 
the en tire vote had been cast on 
the fi rst ballot, and the secreta
ry s ub mitted t he resu lt of the 
first ballot as follows : Bryan, 
714; J ohnson, 225; Carmack, 46. 
T he n umber of v otes necessary 
for nom ination was 672, so \Vil
liam Jennings Bryan was de-

clared the nominee of the con
vention for president. 

The rules were now suspended 
and the bouse decided to vote 
by rising on the nominees for 
vice-president. Cu I be r s o n, 
Folk, Hoke Smith and Harmon 
were put in nomination, and 
Mr. Culberson, of Texas, was 
nominated by the convention 
for the vice-Presidency . M uch 
enthusiasm was manifested 
when the :result of both the 
presidential and vice-pres iden
t ial vote was announced. 

Committees were now appoint
ed by the chair to notify Mr. 
Brya n and Mr. Culberson of the 
nomination. The secretary was 
instructed to communicate to 
ex-president Cleveland the sym
pa thy of the convention in h is 
ill ness-

On motion of Mr. Kenney the 
convention adjourned si11c dil'. 

THE DE:vrOCRAT des ires to ex
press its thanks to the press o f 
the state for the very kind re
ception accorded it. It would 
seem that some of our state pa
pers have the idea that its main 

h ... t b t purpose, owever, IS o oos 
J ohnson for the Presidency," as 
one put it. \Vhi le the current 
issue would go far to make a 
counter-impression, it may be 
worth saying again that THE 
DEl\JOCRAT bas been run in the 
inte rest of no faction, and has 
at least made an honest effort 
llli <.~ughoi·t its bri e f ..;arecr to 
bear out in practiae the princi
ple expressed in its motto . 

THE CAREER OF OOR.. 

CANDIDATES. 

A Sketch of the Life and 
Work or the Nominees of 

Our Convention. 

H o . \VM. JE ' INGS BRYAN. 
vVilliam Jennings Bryan was 

born March 19, 1860, at the town 
of Salem, and tate of Illinois, 
being the fifth of nine children. 
By the right of his birth he in
herited m any things preferable 
to grea t riches. First came a 
Godly parentage. Silas Hillard 
and Mariah E lizabeth Jennings 
Bryan, the parents of \Villiam 
J. Bryan, we know to be people 
of eminent piety. The teachings 
of the Bible and daily prayer 
we re the guide of their lives. 
A faithfu l biographer of William 
J . Bryan says tha t it was the 
c ustom of h is father to assem
ble his hous ehold three t imes a 
day for family worship. 

S ilas Bryan not only mani 
fested his piety to his immedi
ate fam ily, but th e practice of 
daily neighborly charity was a 
partof his l ife . Thesa mehi 
torian referred to says, whe n 

ilas Bryan moved to t he farm 
near Salem, one cus tom was, in 
the baying season, to send each 

prea cher and priest of the town 
a good load of hay. The annual 
customary repeti tion of such an 
act b y any man rev eal s h is 
charac ter mo re forc ibly than 
word s can do. 

So w hen th e world marve ls at 
the fine l ife of t he pol iti cian who 
bas been so s t eadily under the 
l ime! ight for the pas t t welve 
ye ars, we have but to turn to 
his parentage and ear ly t r a in ing 
for a s atis factory a nswer. 

In t he matenal world we are 
so accus tomed to the laws of 
nat ure t hat we al ways look for 
nature to re produce herself, but 
we . hould not over look the fac t 
tha t the laws of the im material 
wor ld a re just a s divinely made, 
and if possible, more im mutable 
than t he Jaws of phy sical n a
ture. 

It will be remembered that 
\Villiam J . Bryan was born in 
the clays of log-rolling and corn 
shucking of the \ Vest, when 
m us c le a s well as brain was at 
a premium. Ill ino is was one of 
the fa r W es tern States in 1860. 
As a y oung boy, Mr. Bryan 
s a ys there was a t r ad ition that 
he had a s plendid appetite, 
which has never fa iled him. H e 
was most agreeab le an d com
panionable. 

At college he was no t only 
celebrnted as a de bater but 
young Bryan was a n ath le te of 
no mean r eputat ion, a nd a s a 
proof of this last statement, ~1r. 
Bryan 1J ·1ld . today n medal that 
he v alues highly , having been 
awarded to him fo r the sta nding 
broad jump, of twelve feet and 
fou r inches. 1lr. Brya n's forte 
as an ath le te was foot-racing 
and jumping. T o look a t the 
great" Commoner" today, a s he 
ti lts t he bea m at 235 pounds 
avoi rdupois, one would not think 
that once in a day he was as 
swift -footed as a S ioux chief, 
but such was the case. 

The "silver linings" have not 
been lacking in ~I r. Bryan 's l i fe . 
The very fi rst time he ran for 
Congress, a ~1r. Connell was his 
adversary. \Vhen after one of 
the fie rces t and most aggressive 
campaigns, at t he close of their 
last join t debate, l\Ir. Bryan 
prod uced a beautiful copy of 
Gray's E legy and in a most 
courteous speech delivered t he 
book t o h is oppone nt a s a souve
nir of th ei r hard-fought political 
battle, the effect was wonder
fu l. 

Wit h a fi rm bel ief that the 
s ubject of this article is a h um
ble, faithful , chris tian man, wor
thy of all confidence and res pect 
of his fellowmen, and with a 
further hope, that thi s man, true 
in every re lation of l ife, may be 
the ne xt Pres ident of the United 
States, the writer will close. 

S EXATOR CHAS. A . Ct'LBERSOi'l' . 

The choice of Senator Chas . 


