
John Elrod Added to Dictionary of Virginia Biography 

Vaughan Stanley, associate professor and special col
lections librarian, recently wrote a summary biographical 
article on the late Washington and Lee presidentJohn Elrod 
for the fourth volume of The Dictionary qf Virginia Biograpfry, 
scheduled to be published in 2009. The DVB is published by 
the Library of Virginia and in many cases will be the first 
reference work to publish a biographical overview of those 
included. 

Elrod was president of W&L from 1995 to 2001, after 
having served as dean of the College and vice president for 
academic affairs. He also taught philosophy and was a rec
ognized expert on the work of the Danish theologian, Soren 
Kierkegaard. His presidency was one of the most produc
tive in our long history. He presided over the observance 
of W&L's 250th anniversary and oversaw the construction 
of many long-needed campus buildings. Chief among them 
was the University commons, which was named in his hon
or. 

He battled cancer for over two years and was a role 
model for others who courageously fought the disease. In his 
final W&L commencement address in 2001, he wrote: "It 
seems to me that nothing can be more satisfYing than a life 
well lived. It is surely in living a life of intellectual integrity 
and moral virtue that we should ultimately judge the quality 
of our own lives." 

Need to Copy a lARGE Item? 

Leyburn Library now has the capability to scan and 
print large items, such as charts, posters, maps. Whether you 
have it in hard copy or a digital file, you may bring it to Ley
burn and get help printing it on the new large format scan
ner and printer. The cost is minimal. The service is provided 
to the W&L community only. 

John Elrod 

Telford Science Library 
Enhances Its Journal Collection 

InJanuary, Telford is adding approximately 2,000 new 
electronic journal titles to its resources. Thanks to the input 
of faculty in the sciences, older, unused titles have been re
tired and newer ones added. With the support and advice 
of the Library staff, 2,000 new-to-us titles have been added. 
Some of the new titles may include A.ftican Archaeological Review, 
Journal rf Porous Materials, Mathematics and Financial Economics, Pasto
ral Psychology, and Social Justice Research. 



Notes from the University Librarian 

This semester's edition of Library Letters contains some 
exciting enhancements to Library services and collections, 
from the acquisition of a large format scanner, the first ser
vice to be jointly offered by the Library and University Com
puting, to several new online packages that will add almost 
2,000 science journal titles to our digital resources (yes, that's 
right, 2,000). Improvements like this are made possible by 
staff who are alert to the new services and resources that are 
likely to be requested by faculty and students, and who have 
proven themselves remarkably innovative in finding ways to 
get things done, financially, technically, and "other". 

I think you'll applaud the advent of our online new title 
list, which will enable you to keep track of books coming 
into the Library, generally or in your own field of interest. 
Since I entered the profession (a good many years ago!), new 
title lists have been popular with faculty, especially, but in 

"days of yore" they were labor-intensive and difficult to pro
duce, and often fell by the wayside despite a Library's best 
intentions. These days, technology makes such lists easier 
to manage, and we owe this one to the good work of our 
Law Library colleague, John Doyle, and his collaborators 
in Leyburn: Mary Abdoney, David Badertscher, Kyle Felker 
andJohn Tombarge. 

I hope that you make frequent use of these and other 
additions to the Library's menu of services and resources, 
and that these new tools and titles advance you and your 
students in teaching, learning and scholarship. That is, after 
all, what the Library is all about. Best wishes for 2008! 
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Merrily E. Taylor 
University Librarian 

Need help getting your data ready for analysis? 

Do you have a research question that involves data? The 
University Library now has a dedicated data services spe
cialist to help with statistical computing issues. Carol Han
sen Karsch provides support services in SPSS, Stata and 
Excel. Her goal is to help W&L students, faculty and staff 
to focus on their research questions without getting bogged 
down in data manipulation. Examples of some of the as
sistance provided by Karsch include: 
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Carol Hansen Karsch helping a student with data ana(ysis. 
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• reshaping observations 
• merging files 
• writing and running programs 

Students in the Sociology and Economics Departments 
have already used this new service. Karsch is actively work
ing on improving her own skills with these packages and with 
statistical and econometric methodology and analysis. She 
welcomes the opportunity to help you with your data. She is 
available at Leyburn Library on a walk-in basis, by appoint
ment or by email. Contact her at karschc@wlu.edu. 



The Magic Word is "FREE!" 

Have You Tried It? 

Leyburn Library's extensive music CD collection has 
been moved to the right of the Reference Desk to allow per
sonal browsing. Now you may have a serendipitous experi
ence with music just like you may have with books! 

You may also check out reference materials and bound 
periodicals in both Leyburn and Telford libraries. There is 
a 24-hour loan period for these, and you may take them out 
of the building. Just remember to bring them back by the 
deadline. 

Looking for the latest additions to the Library in a spe
cific field or area of interest? Try the New Title List. This 
new service allows you to search for items acquired over the 
last few years by any of the three libraries: Leyburn, Telford, 
and Law. You may sort by date added to the collection, call 
number, author or title. You may search Annie from your 
office, your home or anywhere. If you want help getting 
started, the reference librarians are always ready to assist. 
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Exams were a bit more palatable this year thanks to 
the efforts of the University Library. With the blessing of 
University Librarian Merrily Taylor, librarians and staff 
provided free goodies and hot drinks during exams. 

Goodies included pens, hot chocolate, hot cider, mag
nets, door hangers and individually-wrapped oatmeal pies. 
The oatmeal pies were the biggest hit; 986 of them disap
peared within the first 48 hours. 

Free hot drinks were available in the Book Nook 
coffee varieties, hot chocolate, and an assortment of teas. 
Between 3 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, and 1 0 a.m. Monday, Dec. 
10, 1,455 drinks were consumed. The Library was a very 
busy place, 24 hours a day. 

Students lined up for free cqffie at the Book Nook. 

Book Sale a BIG Success! 

This year's book sale, held during Parents Weekend, 
was the biggest in recent years. The sale provides new homes 
for donated books and other materials at dirt cheap prices. 
This year's sale took in over $3,000. The money is funneled 
right back into the coffers to purchase new and requested 
material for the collection. What a great way for the Univer-
sity community to benefit from donations and support the 
collection at the same time! 

Tech Fair Growing in Popularity 

The annual Tech Fair, sponsored by University Library 
and University Computing, attracted twice as many attend
ees this year as last. Maybe it 
was because it was held in No
vember, just as finals loomed? 

Experts answered que
tions about everything from 
how to add a program to a 
personal computer to how to 
control data for maximum ef
fect. Han Qj, '1 0, was the big 
winner of the 30gb iPod. 



FOL Update 

Library. wlu. edu 

The Friends of the Library passed the 250-member at 540.458.8642 or ocallaghank@wlu.edu Help us reach 
mark by the end of 2007. If you want to join or get more in- 300 members by the end of 2008. 
formation, contact Friends Coordinator Karin O'Callaghan 

I want to support the mission ofThe Friends of the Library ofW&L. 

Please accept my tax deductible dues of: 0 New Membership 

0 Gift Membership 

I'd like to make an additional donation to support the Library's collection: 

ORenewal 

TOTAL 

$ _______ _ 

$ _______ _ 

$ _______ _ 

$ ________ _ 

The most efficient method of giving is by using the online giving form at http://support.wlu.edu/friendsofthelibrary. 

Please 0 find my check enclosed* 0 charge my credit card: 0 Discover 0 Mastercard 0 VISA 

Credit card number Expiration date Phone number ______ _ 

Name as it appears on the credit card ____________ _ Signature _____________ _ 

Your membership information: 

Name __________________ Address ____________________ _ 

City ______________ State _____ Zip ______ If alum, graduation year ____ _ 

E-mail address for special notifications -------------------------------

Gift Membership information: 

Name __________________ Address ____________________ _ 

City ______________ State _____ Zip ______ If alum, graduation year ____ _ 

E-mail address for special notifications -------------------------------

*Please make check payable to Friends of the Library, W&L 
Checks and/or this form may be mailed to: Friends of the Library, Leyburn Library, Washington and Lee University, 
Lexington VA, 24450-2116 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 


