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Great Gas Meeting 

Possibly the most important class 
meeting ever held since tlie founda- 
tion of tliis venerable institution 
more than a century ago was held 
last Thursday night in the lecture 
room of Professor Vance. Its in- 
fluence is destined to be felt as long 
as these old classic walls and the 
rock-ribbed hills around us shall 
endure. When future generations 
of students shall turn back the 
faded pages of college history to 
the era in which we live, they will 
find emblazoned on those pages in 
resplendent letters of gold the name 
of Thomas Ball, the heroic leader 
of great student movements for re- 
form, the courageous opponent of 
all shapes and descriptions of tyran- 
nical oppression and fraud. 
- Though it may be a little prema- 
ture to .publish an account of this 
meeting at so early a day, yet as it 
is important that the Muse of His- 
tory should get the thing straight, 
we will endeavor while the stirring 
events are still fresh in the memo- 
ry of man to preserve a short record 
thereof in the columns of the RING- 

TUM PHI. 

It has long been felt that the Fac- 
ulty of the Law School have been 
overburdening the young minds en- 
trusted to their care with an un- 
necessary amount of legal reading, 
so great an amount indeed that it is 
practically impassible for an ordina- 
ry brain to stand the tremendous 
strain imposed upon it. Assign- 
ments after assignments have been 
multiplied in heartless succession, 
until the cases we had to read were 
piled up as 

" Thick as autumnal leaves that Htrew 
the brooks 

In Vallombrosa." 

We were all painfully conscious of 
the existing abuse, but no one 
seemed wise enough or brave 
enough to suggest a remedy until 
a short time ago, when Mr. Ball ar- 
rived in Lexington and a cure was 
suggested which is likely to be rad- 
ical and lasting in its effects. The 
plan proposed was no less than a 
formal petition addressed to the' 
Faculty of the Law School, urgent- 
ly requesting that only two cases be 
assigned each day in each class, 
and that on Thursday the Law 
School be excused from the reading 
of any cases at all!! 

It would be beyond the power of 
human pen to describe the effect 
which the reading of this petition 
had  upon the assembled body of 

Law students last Thursday night. 
Great cheers of approval shook the 
Law building to its very founda- 
tions. Men jumped upon the 
baches, threw their hats at one 
another and the chairs into the air; 
and sometimes, carried away by the 
intoxication of enthusiasm, they 
threw their hats into the air and 
the chairs at one another. In elo- 
quent words, Mr. Ball pictured the 
pit-falls and dangers whereby the 
Faculty sought to entrap the un- 
wary traveler along the legal road 
as he wondered towards the bea- 
con lights of fame and honor. He 
demonstrated how oblivious the 
members of the Faculty seem to be 
of the fact that aday has only twenty- 
four hours, and that six of these 
hours are devoted to nocturnal 
slumbers. The scenes which fol- 
lowed upon these preliminary mat- 
ters are such as are to be witnessed 
and not described. 

After what had preceded, the 
subsequent events seemed only an 
inevitable sequence. Mr. Harvey 
arose and in one of the most elo- 
quent speeches which the writer at 
least has ever heard, nominated Mr. 
Ball, "that great Virginian and un- 
flinching advocate of student 
rights" for the august honor of 
President of the united classes of 
the Law School of Washington and 
Lee University I!! 

"At which the universal host up sent 
A shout that tore Hell's concave, 

and beyond 
Frightened the reign ot Chaos and 

old Night." 
One speaker after another followed 
in rapid succession to second the 
nomination, and their flowing pe- 
riods were often punctuated with 
prolonged applause. Some one had 
the temerity to nominate Mr. Har- 
dy for the same office, but the sug- 
gestion was hooted down in short 
order. Mr. Ball was then escort- 
ed to the Chair from whence he de- 
livered an inaugural address to 
which we could not do justice by 
attempting to give "insubstance." 
Suffice it to say that it will be one 
of the pleasant memories of those 
who were present last Thursday 
night, as indeed will be the whole 
meeting. 

After the closing words of the 
speech, the whole body of his ad- 
miring fellow-classmen rushed up- 
on the platform like a mighty wave 
of the sea, and with strong arms 
raised the newly elected President 
of the Law School high upon their 
shoulders and so carried him in ex- 

ultant  glee from one end of the 
building to the other. 

After matters had again assumed 
normal quiet, the President resum- 
ed the chair and proceeded to con- 
sider the petition and invite sug- 
gestions with reference tq it. 
(But perhaps your correspondent 
had better stop at this point, lest 
he reveal the secret councils of this 
momentous gathering.) Possibly 
some reader of these lines will 
think of that old Latin maxim and 
see some hidden meaning therein: 
Sic Iransil gloria vmndi. The path 
of glory leads but to the grave. 

Gymnasium Work 

Dr. Wertenbaker has given no- 
tice that all who wish to enter the 
gymnasium class as candidates for 
the point offered in this course, 
should hand in their names. From 
a general view-point, this class is 
the best opportunity that can be 
obtained at the University, for 
symmetrical development, and for 
keeping in good physical trim. 

Only a few men are physically 
qualified to play football, many 
think that they have not the time 
for tennis or rowing; hut every- 
body can take this course. Broad- 
ly speaking, the point offered is a 
matter of small consideration, but 
the fact that it is offered may serve 
as an additional inducement. 

For those who aspire to athletic 
honors in the gymnasium exhibi- 
tion and field athletics, now is the 
time to begin. The laurels in 
these events come as a result of 
hard, patient, persevering work. 

For the benefit of the new men, 
it may be said that the gymnasium 
exhibition is held during the latter 
half of the session, and is quite an 
event. A cup is given to the best 
all around man, and to winners in 
the other events. Field-day exer- 
cises were inaugurated last year 
with considerable success. A hol- 
iday in the Spring is set apart for 
this purpose by the faculty. 

Sour Grapes 
It seems that the V. P. I. deriv- 

ed no little amusement from the 
fact that we considered our recent 
victory in Lynchburg as a defeat 
of their team. 

We had thought in our igno- 
rance that the game was a regular 
association game, but we find that 
it was a mere "practice game," 
Now, we are not exactly sure that 
we   rightly   understand   what   is 

meant by a "practice game," but 
the effect in this case seems to be 
that the game, so far as V. P. I. is 
concerned, does not count on the 
season's record. 

We suppose that it is the loser's 
privilege to consider all games 
played early in the season as 
"practice games," and thereby es- 
cape all the discredit of defeat. 
Washington and Lee has been la- 
boring under the delusion that she 
was defeated in an association 
game by the University of Va., 
but, of course, as that game was 
played sometime before the V. P. 
I, game, it is our privilege to dis- 
regard it, as it could be considered 
nothing more than a "practice 
game.'' 

Perhaps, though, the true reason 
why V. P. I. will not honor us'by 
regarding their little encounter 
with us as a regular game, is be- 
cause, as they say,' we never scored 
on them before. We confess, we 
can't see the force of this argu- 
ment, but out of mere curiosity, 
we have looked up the record of 
our football games with them in 
the past and we have noticed these 
things: that, as V. P. I. claims, 
she has always defeated us, and 
that we were so unsophisticated as 
to regard all of our defeats as reg- 
ular games; and the last thing we 
noticed is that nowhere in the 
record does it appear that when 
the bitter pill of defeat was tick- 
ling our palates, did Washington 
and Lee refuse to swallow the 
dose. 

While our teams in the past may 
not often have learned the secret 
of success, they at least knew how 
to take defeat, and V. P. I. might 
do well to profit by their example. 

The Battle Monument for the V. 
M. I. will be placed in front of the 
Jackson Memorial Arch. It is ex- 
pected that it will be completed 
and placed in position by May 1, 
next, and the unveiling will occur 
during the commencement exer- 
cises. 

Baseball Manager 

At the meeting of the Athletic 
Committee last Saturday, Mr. A. 
Tabb, of Kentucky, was unani- 
mously elected manager of the base- 
ball team for the coming season. 

It very frequently happens that 
the self-made man has a tailor- 
made son.—Ex. 
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There is certainly the talent in 
the University necessnry for the 

foundation of a first-class glee club, 
and some one should take the initi- 
ative in getting all the musically 
endowed together for the purpose 
of organization. Aside from the 
pleasure to be derived by the mem- 
bers in coming together, a number 
of pleasant trips might be arranged 
which would furnish as good an 
advertisement for the University as 
the playing of a football or baseball 
team. 

The Alligator State Aggregation 

The second regular meeting of 
the Florida club was held last 
Monday night in the rooms of Mr. 
O. T. Jones, at the " 1)1 lie Hotel." 
The meeting was called to order by 
President Gibbs, and the usual 
routine of business transacted until 
alxiut ten o'clock, after which the 
regular meeting was adjourned 
and the members invited to partic- 
ipate in an elegant repast prepared 
for them by the committee on en- 
tertainment, Messrs, Gibbs, Jones, 
and Brown, R. K. Everything in 
the way of good things that could 
be desired, was furnished by the 
hosts, and nothing was left undone 
which could in any way add to the 
comfort of their guests. 

After everything in sight had 
been consumed, and while seated 
around the table, the assemblage 
was favored by a few remarks from 
Mr. Howell, in his own peculiar 
style, which everyone present 
seemed to enjoy thoroughly. Mr. 
Henderson then spoke on "The 
deleterious effects of procrastina- 
tion,"   and  impressed   upon   those 

present the necessity of improving 
every moment of their time, while 
in college. 

Mr. McKay made an interesting 
talk on "The success of Florida 
1K>VS at Washington and I^ce," and 
implored those present to keep tip 
the enviable record made by their 
predecessors. 

The last number on the program 
was a selection by Mr. M. M. 
Brown, in the form of a funny (?) 
story of his own manufacture. 
The length of the story, according 
to the clock, was thirty-five min- 
utes', during which time he held 
his hearers "spellbound," but as 
soon as they were released from 
the "spell," as one man they arose 
and moved to adjourn. The next 
meeting will be held at the apart- 
ments of Messrs. Howell and Yar- 
borough, at the home of Major 
Houston, on the first Monday after 
the 15th of November. 

Condition of the Y. M. C A. 

The regular Fall business meet- 
ing of the Y. M. C. A. was held 
on Friday night of last week. 
Reports were read by the chairmen 
of all committees. The report of 
the secretary showed a total mem- 
bership of !K) men. The meetings 
thus far, as reported by the chair- 
man of the devotional committee, 
have lieen planned as directed by 
the Ashville conference. There 
has lieen an average attendance of 
forty-five upon these meetings. 
Both the Bible-study mid mission 
classes are now in a progressive 
state. The general aspect of the 
Association is encouraging. Still 
let it be our aim to promote in a 
straight-forward, open, yet unas- 
suming way that part of the devo- 
tional work of this University that 
is placed in our hands. 

The meeting Sunday afternoon 
was lead by Mr, Wallace. The 
usual song and prayer service char- 
acterized its opening. An excel- 
lent address was then given by the 
Rev. Dr. Hiues, of Portsmouth. 
He made a character analysis of 
Absalom during the period of his 
rebellion against David, especially 
emphasizing two conspicuous traits, 
rejection and action. With the 
character thus delineated, he drew 
from it practical and appropriate 
conclusions. Inwardly, a man 
should restrain an undue pride and 
an unrighteous ambition; outward- 
ly, he should guard against intem- 
perance and worldly amusements. 

Dr. Wertenbaker has returned 
from a short visit to his old Alma 
Mater. 

McNulty has been sick for sev- 
eral days, but is able to be out 
again. 

The Team 

Physical strength and weight 
are necessary attributes to a foot- 
ball team, but something else, and 
a very important something must 
be associated with these. 

Each man has a position to play 
and the success of the whole is de- 
pendent upon the successful work 
of the several parts. In both there 
is offensive and defensive playing, 
man for man, and something for 
each one to do in each play.     g, 

Before criticizing the individual 
members of the 'Varsity team of 
'02, it is but just to say that each 
and every one is playing with more 
pluck and vim and with greater 
zeal and interest than has been 
seen here for some time. 

Smith is playing in better form 
this year than last, which ought to 
be enough said. In defensive 
work he lets nothing go around 
his end, and in offensive work he 
is fast with the ball and always on 
hand to help in every play. 

Ross and Dawson are both play- 
ing a good game at end. They are 
sure at tackling and both run well 
with the ball. Ross has weight 
and is a valuable man in other po- 
sitions. 

Smiley and Meredith are also 
strong and sure men, and always 
do good work when called upon. 

Trundle and McNeill are both 
good tackles and don't allow any 
ground to lie gained over them. 
They are good ground-gainers and 
get in the interference well, but 
could improve in defensive work. 

Judy, Sterrett, Miller and Cun- 
ningham have shown up well. 
Sterrett has had experience and is 
better now than he was before. 
Judy, Miller and Cunningham are 
new men, but have weight and 
strength and are doing well. 

Stone is a tower of strength at 
center. He passes the ball well 
and plays excellently in defensive 
work, 

Campbell and Marshall are both 
good quarter-backs. Campbell is 
excellent in defensive work though 
Marshall handles the ball well and 
manages the team well in offensive 
work. Campbell runs, well with 
the ball and is a sure tackle, being 
also a valuable man at halfback. 

Haw has improved in many re- 
spects. He carries the ball for 
gains and supports the man with 
the ball well. 

Walker at full is playing a good 
game. He bucks the line with 
force and does good work at inter- 
ference. He has also improved in 
punting. 

Alexander has not been out long 
but he understands the game and 
is very swift. He will make a 
good man behind the line. 

Dotson and 'Harle run well with 

the ball, but need improvement in 
their defensive work. 

Masterson is showing up well 
for quarter. He handles the ball 
nicely and is very swift. 

Great credit is due the second 
team men and material for future 
use is visible. Boogher as leader 
with Reard, McClung, Jones, Kel- 
ly, Quisenberry, Tabb, Thomson, 
Neel, Caperton, and others are do- 
ing good work. 

The Ball 
(Communicated) 

The recent election of the Final 
Ball president calls to mind several 
important suggestions. 

Bagley is undoubtedly a splen- 
did man for the place and this is 
the first step toward having a suc- 
cessful ball. The second step is to 
raise the money for good music, 
decorations and supper. The third, 
and most important of all is to 
have pretty women to enjoy and to 
be enjoyed. 

Now let an old observer suggest 
that right now you make your sub- 
scription to the Ball fund. You 
have more money and fewer needs 
now than in the Spring, and if you 
pay it now, by the Spring you will 
not miss it, and that is the time 
when every cent counts. Rise to 
the occasion and make your con- 
tribution as liberal. as possible. 
This is practically the only money 
the President has to defray the ex- 
penses of the ball. Don't let any- 
body say you are close, especially 
where your own pleasure is con- 
cerned. 

We take it for granted that you 
have at heart the success of the 
Ball, and are looking forward to 
the Finals as the end of a horrid 
grind. 

"A pretty woman is the noblest 
work of God." I believe somebody 
once said something like that, and 
every one of us knows at least one 
pretty woman. If she is not pret- 
ty, we think she is. Be sure that 
she is here for the Finals. The 
way you can arrange this is to go 
to work on her card immediately. 
Let her have it as soon as possible 
and remove every objection to her 
coming. 

To those who do not dance we 
would say that the dancing class 
will be started within a week. 
This is the best time to learn. The 
dancing class is an informal dance 
and great fun. Get in the game. 

—A Rounder. 

The RING-TUM PHI acknowl- 
edges the receipt of "The Jolly 
Student," a characteristic March 
Song and Two-step, dedicated to 
jolly students the world over. 
(Zickel Publishing Co., Detroit, 
Mich.    Price 50 cts.) 



Athletic Committee Meeting; 

At a recent meeting of the Ath- 
letic Executive Committee, the 
question of the wearing of the Uni- 
versity monogram was acted on 
and those entitled to wear it are as 
follows: from the football depart- 
ment, sixteen, including the man- 
ager of the team; from the base- 
ball department, thirteen, includ- 
ing the manager; from the boating 
clubs, the crews and coxwain of 
both clubs; winner of the all- 
around track medal; winner of the 
all-around gym. medal; winners of 
doubles and winner of singles, in 
tennis tournament; winners of any 
event in inter-collegiate track ath- 
letic meet. 

A further condition imposed on 
those from the football and base- 
ball departments is that they must 
have played in at least one inter- 
collegiate game. It will be decid- 
ed who shall wear these mono- 
grams after each season has been 

ended, by the Athletic Executive 
Committee, aided by the captains 
of the respective teams. The said 
body will make their report and 
the recipients will be given their 
monograms at the first morning as- 
sembly in chapel, following the 
close of the season. 

The V. M. I. football team plays 
Richmond College this evening. 

The Lexington post-office is now 
ill its new quarters in the new BanE 
building. 

Washington and Lee plays Rich- 
mond College Monday evening. 

Mr. B. D. Causey has been uu- 
der the weather for the past week. 

On the Outside 

U. Va. has arranged for a series 

of three annual inter-collegiate de- 
bates with Pennsylvania. The 
first will be held in Pennsylvania 
during the present session. 

Walker, of last year's Virginia 
team, is coaching at the University 
of Tennessee. 

Woodrow Wilson is to be inau- 
gurated President of Princeton Uni- 
versity today. 

The Daily Maroon, of Chicago 
University is the latest among col- 
lege dailies. There are 13 others 
in America. 

The average age of graduation 
at Yale is 22 years, 7 months, and 
12 days. 

The University of California re- 
cently gave a Vaudeville show, 
which netted almost $600.00 

"Egyptian chronology is defec- 
tive because the Egyptians kept it 
in a temple, the roof of which fell 
in and injured chronology." 

—Bible History Student. 

It is reported that the cadets gave 
three cheers in the Mess Hall be- 
cause of our team's victory over 
V. P. I. 

Complicated Domestic 
Relations 

Richard Colsman Massey, aged 
seventy-one years, was married to- 
day to Miss Pearl Odom, aged 
nineteen years. The bride is the 
step-grand-daughter of the groom, 
Mr. Massey's son having married 
the bride's mother. 

As the bride was not of age, it 
was necessary to secure the consent 
of her parents, and Massey's sou 
had to give his official consent be- 
fore his father could marry. The 
groom's son, by virtue of being the 
girl's step-father, gave her away to 

his own father at the wedding 
ceremony. 

The elder Massey, by marriage 

to Miss Odom, becomes the son-in- 

law of his own son and thus 

his own grandson, while the young- 

er Massey becomes his father's 

father-in-law, or his own grand- 

father. The bride becomes her 

own grandmother and the older 

woman is her own granddaugh- 

ter.—Exchange. 
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Law Notes 

With Gihbs and Harvey as 
counsel and Howell as a member 
of the court, an interesting debate 
was assured for last Thursday 
night. The question for discus- 
sion was rather technical and con- 
sequently not as many Juniors as 
usual came in on the voluntary de- 
bates. The Knglish case of Cundy 
against I.iudsey, involving a ques- 
tion of fraud and mistake was the 
subject of discussion. The facts 
are rather too long to give in de- 
tail. Briefly, it was a question 
whether an indefeasible title to 
goods can be passed to a bona fide 
purchaser by one who has acquired 
the goods from the manufacturers, 
by fraudently assuming the name 
of a well-known and reputable firm 
and addressing an order to the 
manufacturers signed by such a 
name. This suit was brought by 
the manufacturers against the in- 
nocent purchaser, so that the court 

had to decide which of two inno- 
cent parties must suffer for the 
fraud of another. Gibbs and 
Crockett represented the purchaser, 
and though the law was plainly 
against them, both the speakers 
made out a strong cafe, and acquit- 
ted themselves very well indeed. 
Harvey made a beautiful argument 
on the other side, but was unable 
to develop his case fully during the 
short 'time allowed each speaker. 
Hi* Junior partner. Mr. Croiner, 
also made a good speech. If any 
criticism might l>e ventured on the 
debate, it would be that suggested 
by the chairman that an unneces- 
sary portion of the time was con- 
sumed in discussing points admit- 
ted by both sides and matters Of 
generally accepted law. The point 
at issue was whether there was a 
contract in this particular case, or 
not. Professor Vance pointed out 
in his opinion that no such con- 
tract existed, as the manufacturers 
intended to contract with the rep- 
utable firm, and not with the 
fraudulent author of the written 

order. 
The following opinion of Justice 

Howell should be preserved as a 
valuable contribution to the anthol- 
ogy of the University:   . 

Messrs. Gibbs and Crockett, though 
not quite right, 

Brought forth many plaudits of de- 
light. 

The argument of tonight will be 
made famous by story and song, 

Though I must confess they are in 
the wrong. 

Messrs. Cromer and Harvey covered 
the ground ; 

Crockett made a star punt, Harvey a 
touchdown. 

Therefore stand the question as it be, 
With the Chief Justice I do agree. 

Jenkins was called home Sunday 

by the sudden death of his father. 

Graham-Lee 

More interest is being manifested 
and harder work is being done in 
the Graham-Lee Society this ses- 
sion than for many years. The 
men seem to have entered into the 
work of the society with the idea 
of obtaining every possible benefit 
in it. At the last meeting, Mr. 
Howell, of Florida, was elected to 
membership. 

A well-prepared oration was de- 
livered by Mr. Schaffer, in which 

he sought to defend the character 

and actions of the unfortunate 

Mary of Scotland. Mr. Moffett 

declaimed Poe's "Leonore." 

The debate was on the question 

of restricting immigration, and a 

living interest was put into this 

hoary-headed proposition by the 

speakers. Among the speakers on 

the affirmative, were Messrs. Main 

and Steves, while Messrs. Howell 

and Pilkington appeared on the 

negative.    The negative won. 
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