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Spring Dance 
Takes Place 
Nine Tonight 

Vagabonds Will Play: 
Tickets Sell at Door 
Held amid the green and white 

streamers in Doremus Gymnasium, 
the Washington and Lee Spring 
Formal will begin at nine tonight 
as students and their dates dance 
to the music of Angelo Perry and 
the Vagabonds. 

Sponsored under the auspices of 
the Executive Committee this is 
the second formal dance of the 
school year, a sharp departure from 
the peace time days of Openings, 
Fancy Dress and Spring Dance 
Sets, when hundreds of dates 
would come, often from thousands 
of miles, to dance amid the splen- 
dor of a Washington and Lee Ball. 

Civilian student backing falling 
below the expected level indicated 
by early enthusiasm, the success of 
the dance may be credited to the 
fine support given the event by 
the AST students on the campus. 
It was originally feared that the 
Army men would be called out be- 
fore the dance could be held. 

When last contacted. Dance Com- 
mittee Chairman Jack Crowder 
was unable to release final figures 
on the advance ticket sale drive 
which covered a period of two 
weeks, during which both AST and 
civilian groups were canvassed 
thoroughly. At this time dates were 
arranged for those AST cadets who 
did not wish to attend stag. 

Arrangements for the dates were 
made by Dr. L. J. Desha, faculty 
advisor to the now quiescent dance 
beard, with the authorities of Ran- 
dolph Macon. Student contacts with 
the AST men were handled for the 
EC by Wise Kelley and Alex Wal- 
ker. In all, 22 RMWC girls were 
secured by the Committee. 

Decorations for tonight's dance 
having been chosen as green and 
white, the work was placed in the 
hands of a decorations committee 
of Fred Coover, Bill Romaine and 
Wes Todd. Friday night these men, 
augmented by student body volun- 
teers, hung the last strip of crepe 
paper for the coming formal. 

The Spring Formal will begin at 
nine o'clock and will run until 12 
midnight, at which time Virginia 
Blue laws take effect, A short in- 
termission is scheduled for some 
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An Open Letter 

To the Students of Washington and 
Lee: 

I have been informed by Mr. 
William Guthrie, president of the 
Washington and Lee student body. 
that the contribution made to the 
1944 Red Cross War Fund Drive by 
Washington and Lee students, 
through their charity chest, amounts 
to $121.07. 

I wish to take this opportunity 
to express to each member of the 
student body the appreciative 
thanks of the campaign committee 
for their generous interest thus 
manifested in the cause of the 
Red Cross. I feel that the gift is a 
particularly fine testimonial to 
those Washington and Lee men 
now in the armed services of the 
loyalty and support extended to 
them by those of us here on the 
campus. 

Very cordially yours, 
FRANK J. GILLIAM, 
Chairman, 1944 Lexington Red 
Cross War Fund Drive 

Sweet Briar 
Asks Vs Over 

Girls' School Invites 
W&L Men to Dance; 
Travel Troubles 
An open invitation has been re- 

ceived by the student body of 
Washington and Lee from Miss Ca- 
therine Tift. student social chair- 
man at Sweet Briar, to attend a 
dance to be given at the nearby 
girls' school some Saturday night 
within the next month. 

The invitation, which was com- 
municated to the University, stated 
that Sweet Briar was planning a 
dance and would like to have about 
forty or fifty W&L men attend 
It applied to both upperclassmen 
and freshmen  alike. 

The main difficulty blocking the 
project is the transportation setup 
existing between Lexington and 
Sweet Briar. Because of ODT trav- 
el restrictions, it is unlikely that a 
special bus could be hired for the 
occasion. A bus leaves Lexington 
for Amherst, the town about two 
miles distance from the college, at 
11:30 daily. From there the small 
Trailway bus runs to Sweet Briar. 
However, connections with the 
Sweetbriar bus are uncertain, as 
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W&L Alumnus 
Cottrell Wins 
Hero's Title 

Awarded Silver Star 
Also Purple Heart 
Pvt. Frederick R. Cottrell. of the 

class of '45. has been selected by 
the editors of Heroes of World War 
II for inclusion in their forthcom- 
ing volume dealing with the Amer- 
ican soldier heroes of the present 
war. 

Pvt. Cottrell is a member of a 
U. S. Army Medical detachment 
and in October. 1943 during action 
somewhere on the Italian front was 
wounded while attending three 
other wounded men. For this act 
of bravery he was on February 12 
awarded the Silver Star, having 
previously received the Purple 
Heart. Cottrell is now recovering 
in a North African hospital. 

An extract from the official Army 
citation awarding the Silver Star 
is as follows: "For gallantry in ac- 
tion on October, 1943, in the 
vicinity of Italy, Pvt. Cot- 
trell, while acting as aid man for 
Company "G", Infantry Reg- 
iment, went to the aid of three 
wounded men of his platoon al- 
though himself wounded. During 
the entire time he was administer- 
ing first aid. he was under heavy 
enemy fire, but he calmly con- 
tinued his work. Pvt. Cottrell's 
courage, coolness and devotion to 
duty in the face of grave danger 
were an inspiration to the men of 
the company and are a credit to the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 
By command of Major General 
Ryder." 

Cottrell left W. and L. in Febru- 
ary, 1943, when the Army Enlisted 
Reserve Corps was called to active 
duty. 

While at W. & L. Pvt. Cottrell 
was a member of Lambda Chi Al- 
pha and of Pi Alpha Nu. 

No Freshmen Violations 
The Assimilation Committee this 

week announced that there have 
been no violations of the freshmen 
rules to date this cjuarter. 

For each week that no violations 
are reported, the new freshmen 
will be permitted to remove their 
freshmen caps one week earlier 
than usual. For good work so far. 
they are scheduled to discard the 
caps on April 1. 

We Regret That . . . 
Because of the illness of Mr. 

Harold Lauck. head of the Jour- 
nalism Laboratory Press and in- 
valuable faculty advisor of The 
Columns, we have been forced to 
cut this issue to two pages. We 
wish to thank the Rockbridgc 
County News for their kindness 
and help in pulling us through this 
emergency. 

We apologize to the student body 
as a whole for being unable to run 
the date fists which have become 
a feature of W&L dances, but space 
does not permit. 

j 

Show Team Time j 
by Bill Romaine 

Sunday thru Tuesday brings the 
Phantom of the Opera to the State, 
and Nelson Eddy makes with the 
larynx again. Claude Rains spends 
a large part of his free time terri- 
fying warbler Sussanna Foster, and, 
with technicolor, it adds up to pret- 
ty potent excitement. 

Wednesday offers a reissue Banjo 
on My Rnee. with Walt Brennan, 
Barbara Stanwyck and Joel Mc- 
Crea doing the honors. What with 
wild ole' New Orleans and some 
Mississippi river boats, you mid- 
week theatre-goers should do pret- 
ty well. 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
Fred MacMurray and Claudette 
Colbert seem to have No Time for 
Love, and we find CC absorbed in 
snapping pics, in this case, of sand- 
hogs. Need we say that she event- 
ually takes a fancy to one of the 
hogs, or need we? At any rate, it's 
another good escapist fantasy, and 
worth your time. 

What, ho! Let us on to other di- 
versions, and the Lyric, where one 
is confronted Monday and Tues- 
day with The Return of the Vam- 
pire, and the gruesome antics of one 
Bela Lugosi. Don't let him drain you 
Brotherton! On Wednesday Faye 
Emerson attempts to Find the 
Blackmailer, and Thursday we lo- 
cate Dick Arlen, in the toils of 
Minesweeper work. Friday and Sat- 
urday and it's Superman! It's 
Hedges! No. it's the Western Cy- 
clone! What more could you ask 
for? 

RECORDS and SUCH: This week 
Victor has come out with two oldies 
that can't be beat in their respec- 
tive fields. For big-band pops of the 
late thirties, try All the Things You 
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Sweet Briar 
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are connections with a returning 
bus. the intended dance lasting 
until 11:15 Saturday night. It is ex- 
pected that such transportation 
problems can be solved if enough 
men evidence an interest in the 
trip. 

With a view to determining all 
Sweet Briar prospects, those who 
are interested or who might be in- 
terested in the excursion are asked 
to give their names to either Bruce 
Quayle. Fred Coover. or Bob Mc- 
Neil. 
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WSTATE 
MATINEES 2 and 4 

Daily and  Sunday 

EVENINGS 7 and 9 
Sunday, One show, 9:15 
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News Events 
Disney  Cartoon 

Victory  Vehicles 

WEDNESDAY 

wm aw™ 
* JOEL Hd»tt 

WALTER BBENHAH 

A 20»h ******* 

Passing Parade 
Flicker Flashbacks 

Platoon News 
Second Platoon 

Another week has passed, and 
the 2nd Platoon is still in Lexing- 
ton. The latest report puts it in 
third place in the efficiency contest: 
quite an amazing fact in view of 
the bad start it got off to. Mean- 
while the platoon members are en- 
joying their early meal privilege 
and two free Fridays. Rainy weath- 
er spoiled the first one. Rivalry 
with the 1st Platoon in regard to 
late arrivals to formations is par- 
ticularly hot. 

Briggs and Larson were the only 
platoon members represented at the 
Southern Sem Colonial Ball, but 
Ross, Mulholland, Moretti, Cross, 
and Baggatey attended the U. S. O. 
Formal Dance at the Hotel Roa- 
noke. for which ths fine Special 
Service band played. Meanwhile 
several are making plans for the 
big formal to be held this week- 
end. It is reported authoritatively 
that Keller will be accompanied by 
the former "Miss Brooklyn." Pay- 
day came just in time for the ad- 
vance ticket sale. 

Fifth Platoon 
With the announcement that the 

AST will soon be a thing of the 
past, we face the stark reality 
that soon we may be leaving the 
portals of this brain factory. How- 
ever, by the grace of God and the 
American Medical Association, per- 
haps the pre-medics will not honor 
Lexington by their departure for 
some time yet. 

Last Saturday saw a goodly rep- 
resentation of the pre-professionals 
treking toward Southern Sem for 
its annual Colonial Ball. Reports 
indicate that a good time was had 
by all; even the married men. 

And. of course the coming W&L 
formal is drawing its share of en- 
thusiasm and interest from the em- 
bryo doctors. Randolph Macon. 
true to form, will furnish most of 
the feminine pulchritude for the 
lonely AST Cadets. This will per- 
haps be the last big dance for a 
long time for most of the soldiers 
of this unit: we understand formal 
dances are not popular in the Mar- 
shalls or Italy at the present time. 

Oh. yes—the contest. The fifth 
platoon, as we all know well, cap- 
tured last place after a hot race. 
However, in the words of J. P. 
Jones, "we have not yet begun to 
fight!" which, when translated from 
the ancient sandscript, means "Get 
hep to the jive. kid. you ain't seen 
nothin' yet." 

Show Time 
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Are  by   the  old   Artie  Shaw   and 
Tommy Dorsey bands. 

Band of the year department: Said 
by many to be the best big whits 
jazz band in the country today, 
Charlie Barnet's new aggregation 
is the cake taker and features his 
consistently good sax work. The 
whole group attains a great beat 
and feeling worthy of a colored 
band, something so few white 
bands today even remotely ap- 
proach. As a result, such platters 
as Strollin and Washington Whirli- 
gig  are   "gutty   groovings". 

Spring Dance 
Continued from Page 1 

time midway in the evening. 
Music for the Ball is by the Vag- 

abonds of Lynchburg led by Angelo 
Perry, who took over this former 
Freddie Lee aggregation when Lee 
entered the army. Spotting pretty 
Bea Clire on the vocals, the Vag- 
abonds were heard at the Fall For- 
mal and several earlier VMI Hops. 

While tickets during the advance 
sale sold for $2.00, tickets at the 
door tonight will be $2.50. Members 
of the EC will serve as the floor 
committee. 

Chaperones invited to attend the 
Spring Formal are as follows: Dr. 
and Mrs. Francis P. Gaines; Dr. and 
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Just Arrived!!! 

IS ports Coats and Slacks \ 

Also Spring Shoes 

* Mallory and Knox Hats \ 

\ J. Ed Deaver and Sons \ 
s 5 
5      Clothiers and Furnishers      ; 

For Over 50 Years 
\ \ 

Mrs. Robert H. Tucker: Dean and 
Mrs. R. N. Latture; Dean and Mrs. 
Frank J. Gilliam; Capt. and Mrs. 
F. A. Conaway: Dr. and Mrs. L. J. 
Desha; Professor and Mrs. T. E. 
Lothery; Professor and Mrs. G. F. 
Drake: Mesdames Kinnear and Bar- 
clay, and Miss Margaret Wilson. 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

Myer's Hardware Co. 

The Jackson Barber Shop 
The Robert E Lee Barber 

Shop 
First Class Service 

Hugh A. Williams, Prop. 
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BOWLING 
ALLEYS 

jBowl for Sport j 
and Health 

ALLEYS  OPEN 
I      Daily, 5:30 until 12 p.m.     ;" 
| Wed. and Sat., 2 until 12 p.m. f 

For Finest 
I ; 

Southern Food 
; 5 

Served in the Finest    \ 

Southern Style 

j "Standing for the Best in Food" ; 
| ; 

The Southern Inn     \ 

Restaurant 
| \ 

ADAIR-HUTTON, Inc. 

"SERVING THE PUBLIC OVER HALF CENTURY" 

Lexington. Va. Phone 58 

Alumni records to date show that 
their are 2.646 Washington and Lee 
men in service. 

BOLEY S BOOK STORE 

BOOKS 
PICTURES—PICTURE FRAMING—STATIONERY—SUPPLIES 
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