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Fighting for change on MLK day
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By H a m le t Fort
S T A F F  W R I T E R

A Washington and Lee Law School 
student tried to change University policy 
last year regarding a national holiday 
that most college students nationwide 
have off from classes.

David Knoespel, ‘14L, attempted to 
submit a petition to suspend classes for 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day to the under
graduate and Law administrations last 
year, but the effort'was not successful. 
Knoespel believes Washington and Lee 
should follow other universities’ method

o f  celebration for the national holiday.
“In a sentence, the symbolic value of 

MLK Day is too important to just let it 
be another day of going through our ev
eryday motions,” said Knoespel.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is cel
ebrated on the third Monday of every 
Jan. in the United States, right around

Dr. King’s birthday (Jan. 15). Hundreds 
of colleges, universities and high schools 
around the country have a holiday off 
from classes in remembrance, and usu
ally host an array of events celebrating 
Dr. King’s legacy.

Washington and Lee is not exempt 
from such events. However, the Uni
versity feels canceling classes is not the 
right path to take.

We believe that canceling classes is 
not the only way, or even necessarily

the most meaningful way, to respect and 
honor Dr. King and his legacy,” said Jeff 
Hanna, Executive Director of Communi
cations and Public Affairs. The official 
University policy regarding MLK Day is 
such, regardless of an attempt at a peti
tion from Knoespel.

Instead of suspending classes, Wash

ington and Lee hosted a number of 
events to celebrate MLK Day on Jan. 21. 
One of those events was a lecture by Ter
rence Roberts, one of the famous Little 
Rock Nine, entitled “Lessons from Little 
Rock,” in Lee Chapel on Sunday, Jan. 
20. The Little Rock Nine were a group 
of African-American students credited 
with integrating Little Rock Central 
High School in 1957, made famous by 
the intervention of Arkansas Governor 
Orval Faubus and President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. The event is considered one 
of the most important moments in the 

. Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 
1960s.

The Shepherd Poverty Program hosted 
a day of service on Monday, Jan. 14, in 
honor of Dr. King’s commitment to com
munity service and dedication to helping 
others. Roland S. Martin, award-winning 
journalist and political analyst, delivered 
the keynote address in Lee Chapel on 
Jan. 16, followed by a Remembrance 
Concert at the First Baptist Church in 
Lexington and Jan. 21.

Washington and Lee doesn’t ignore 
Martin Luther King Day, but some stu
dents feel suspending classes is an im

portant step towards improving W&L’s 
remembrance efforts.

“We. hope that in time W&L will 
choose to place more significance on 
MLK Holiday and the things that the 
holiday represents,” said Knoespel.

Knoespel believes change will come 
to Washington and Lee in time. “Ulti
mately, I think that W&L in the future 
will change its policies,” he said. “I think 
that the stakes are too important and the 
downside too small for W&L not to 
change”’

Washington and Lee hosts events for 
Martin Luther King pay, and the Uni
versity believes students must make 
ah effort to find them and participate.

Suspended classes affect every student, 
and that seems to be the most obvious 
measure of remembrance. Students who 
aren’t aware of W&L’s MLK Day events 
may believe that no celebration is occur
ring.

The University hopes students will 
make an effort in the future to celebrate 
MLK Day without calling for suspend
ing classes.

“Through our week-long celebration of 
Dr. King’s life, sponsored by the Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion, the Univer
sity strives to create a significant tribute 
that involves both our campus commu
nity and the Lexington community,” said 
Hanna.

“In a sentence, the symbolic value o f MLK Day is
too important to just let it be another day o f going
through our everyday motions. ”
DAVID KNOESPEL, ‘14L
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Students 
work to 
update our 
constitution

By D oug as M cNiel
S T A F F  W R I T E R

The Constitutional Review Commit
tee has been hard at work reviewing and 
proposing changes to the student body 
Constitution since October.

The committee is headed by junior 
Annelise Madison, and eight other un
dergraduate and law students. The other 
members are law students Rob Ridge
way, Jay Gordon, and John Langley; 
undergraduate seniors Cameron Higgins, 
Emily Zankman and Clark Hildabrand; 
junior Alex Berger; and first year Paqui 
Toscano.

Annelise Madison says that the main 
goals of the review are too “make the 
Constitution more comprehensive so that 
it can act as a framework for student gov
ernment, creating an article of student 
rights, and clarifying the powers of the 
Executive Committee”.

The committee began the process by 
identifying what they believed to be the 
problems in the student constitution and 
then discussing lhethods of fixing the 
problems. Their objective this semester 
has largely been to harness feedback 
from the Washington and Lee commu
nity about their proposed amendments 
and to spread the word about the process.

The Constitutional Review Commit
tee will hold a town hall meeting in the 
Northern Auditorium and the Moot Court 
Room where students can share their 
opinions about the proposed amend
ments, on Feb. 28. After this, the com
mittee will consider the student body’s 
input and present thé amendments to the 
Executive committee sometime in early 
March.

Later in March the student body will 
vote on each amendment. Every amend
ment must be voted on by half o f the stu
dent body and must receive a two-third 
“yes” majority in order to pass.

One proposed amendment is a creation 
o f  separate legislative branch and judi
cial branch articles. Although both of 
these articles fall under the jurisdiction 
of the Executive Committee, the com
mittee hopes that by separating the two 
articles they can ciarify some the powers 
of other student body organizations such 
as the Student-Faculty Hearing Board 
and the Student Judiciary Council.

The Constitutional Review Committee 
will be releasing information on thé pro
posed amendments through Facébòok 
and through articles in the Phi.

Global learning comes to life
By Krysta H uber
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Washington and Lee recently received Director of International Education the 21st century. Changes that have so Boetsch described his vision for what
a $2.5 million dollar donation from the Larry Boetsch echoed Keen’s sentiment, far achieved this goal include the Hil- he imagines will take place in the center.
Dyson Foundation to put toward build- saying that this process, which‘dates lei House and renovating and restoring
ing a center for global learning on cam- back to 2005, has now entered its second buildings along the Colonnade.

“An open classroom reveals small 
groups of W&L students in animated

stage. The Center for Global Learning proj- conversation with groups o f Italian stu-
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aAn artist’s draw ing of the planned Center for Global Learning

The gift represents the leading contri
bution to the new building, which will 
be attached to a renovated DuPont Hall.

-  According to Vi ce President of Univer
sity Advancement Dennis Cross, the Dy
son Foundation developed an interest in 
the project because two of its members 
are connected to the university’s com
munity. Chris Dyson is an alumnus and 
his father, a W&L parent, is the presi
dent of the foundation.

The Dyson Foundation has made con
tributions to W&L in the past, includ
ing the revitalization of spring term and 
priorities of the university campaign. 
Through frequent communication with 
W&L’s advancement office, the Dysons 
expressed interest in promoting interna
tional education on campus and there- 

■ fore wanted to help build the new center.
“The Dysons believe that We live in 

one world and they want to make sure 
that our students are a part of that world. 
This building is a way to bring that em
phasis to W&L students,” Cross said.

Dean of the College Suzanne Keen 
said she is very appreciative of such a 
large gift.

“I just feel grateful and lucky because 
it seems that the ball is really rolling,” 
said Keen. “The gift makes it all seem 
real.”

Boétsch explained that the early phase 
of building the néw centér was a way 
to establish what the university was al
ready doing in support of global learn
ing and then to figúre out what W&L 
should add and improve upon. Boetsch 
explained that thinking differently about 
study abroad was a major focal point in 
the first stage of the project.

According to Boetsch, the project 
has now entered its second phase. This 
phase involves creating credit courses to 
prepare for study abroad programs, in an 
effort for students to reap more benefits 
from their time abroad.

“You might be thinking about a proj
ect you want to get started while you’re 
away, and complete when you come 
back,” said Boetsch. “Right now, we’re' 
trying to figure out how that would hap
pen.”

“In the second phase, everything is 
becoming connected -  faculty, courses, 
curriculum, study abroad -  It’s all com
ing together,” he added.

According to Cross, discussion to ren
ovate DuPont hall had been in the works 
for a few years, but was officially added 
to the university campaign in 2 0 1 0 .

On the campaign released in Octo
ber of 2010, one of W&L’s priorities 
was to create a campus appropriate for

ect was originally described on the cam
paign as “a state-of-the-art facility for 
global learning in a renovated and en
hanced DuPont.” Cross said that the ac
tual layout and details of the new center 
were not yet established, but now that a 
vision for the building has been execut
ed, it will be easier to solicit support for 
the building.

“You can’t just go out there and solicit 
funds if you don’t have plans, if you 
don’t know really exactly what’s go
ing to be there,” said Cross. “You can 
explain it in general, but you won’t get 
gifts until you have it defined.”

Now that the final product for DuPont 
has been established, the University Ad
vancement pffice has begun to release 
pamphlets that advertise the Center for 
Global Learning. The pamphlet includes 
a plan of the overall site, as well as sec
ond and third floor plans.

According to the pamphlet, the center 
will house the Office of International 
Education, offices of visiting interna
tional faculty and multiple language de
partments.

The Center for Global Learning has 
been designed to include the most up- 
to-date technologies that will allow stu
dents to bring the world onto W&L’s 
campus.

dents at one of our partner institutions 
abroad,” said Boetsch. “In a virtual 
classroom, art history students join their 
professor on the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel to examine the details of the re
cent restoration.”

He also added that it was important to 
make a distinction between the purpose 
of the center compared to other academ
ic buildings on campus.

“This will be a place you walk into and 
it will be like no other place on campus 
because it will be the marketplace for 
global ideas and activity,” said Boetsch. 
“This is a building to accommodate pro
grams, not just a building in which of
fices happen to be located.”

Both Boetsch and Cross said that they 
are pleased with how the plan to create 
the center has been progressing. Both 
are optimistic about receiving more 
donations because global learning has 
become an important aspect of the cur
riculum.

Cross said: “I feel very optimistic. I 
think that over the next 18 months or 
so, we will be able to get committed do
nations and get the project started. We 
have a good case to make, and I know 
that [alumni, students and parents] will 
be a receptive audience.”
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news
Investigating housing
iv  G raham  ColtonBy Graham Colton

H E A D  C O P Y  E D I T O R

Shester looks into the growing problem of Public Housing in America. Some of the questions she delved 
into were our obligations to.provide housing for the poor and how projects affect children.

Last Tuesday, Assistant Professor of 
Economics Katharine Shester tackled the 
growing and concerning problem of hous
ing the poor in the United States.

To do so, we are confronted with two 
options: we could either give them money 
or we could use that money to provide 
them with in-kind subsidies, including 
specific goods or services such as food; 
shelter and clothing.

Shester looked at several questions

I

I  m '
Assistant Professor of Economics 
Katharine Shester

with this issue. Why are we obligated to 
provide these benefits? Is this not a case o f  
paternalism? If so, do we really care about 
children? And finally, might there be other 
indirect goals, such as promoting less seg
regation, or stimulating economic growth?

Housing for the poor, the most basic of 
human goods, can be distinguished into 
two types, First, there is unit-based hous
ing, in which the government subsidizes a 
specific housing unit to let the poor reside 
there. Second, there is tenant-based hous
ing, in which the government subsidizes a 
specific tenant, thus allowing them to live 
in a place of their choosing.

Before choosing between the two, one 
ought to take note of the history of public 
housing in this country. '

“The New Deal of 1933, the Hous
ing Acts of 1937 and 1949, and the U.S. 
Housing and Home Finance Agency of 
1964 have provided financial assistance 
to the indigent for the elimination of un
safe and unsanitary housing conditions, for 
the eradication of slums, for the provision 
of decent, safe and sanitary dwellings for 
families of low income and for the reduc
tion of unemployment and the simulation 
of business activity,” said Shester.

Continuing the tradition of governmen
tal initiatives in public housing, the federal 
government today spends $50 billion for 
the slums and such, but has been seeming
ly unable to shrink the long waiting lists 
for public housing and vouchers.

“It’s not always households with the 
lowest incomes who get into public hous
ing,” said Shester.

So to eliminate this inefficiency, vari
ous economists have studied and proposed 
solutions to this gross bureaucratic prob
lem.

One such solution, proposed by the 
economists Janet Currie and Aaron Yelow- 
itz, purports to answer the question, “Are 
public housing projects good for kids?”

Currie and Yelowitz suggest that the 
size of a unit that a family is eligible to

get in public housing be determined by 
the number and gender of their kids. The 
bigger the unit, they say, the bigger the 
subsidy. For example, assuming that par
ents reside in a bedroom o f their own, if 
there were one boy and one girl, the fam
ily would be allocated a three-bedroom 
unit. If there were two boys or two girls, 
however, the family would only have two 
bedrooms.

Public housing projects are, indeed, 
good for kids. “According to the results of 
their study, living in public housing proj
ect buildings PH project makes you: less 
likely to live in an overcrowded unit, more 
likely to live in a building with less than 50 
units and makes children 11  percent less 
likely to have been held back in school one 
or more grades,” said Shester.

Finally; Shester addressed Lawrence 
Katz’s “Moving to Opportunity” Experi
ment from 1994-1998, in which 4,600 
households in Baltimore, Boston, Chi
cago, Los Angeles and New York, all liv
ing in project-based subsidized housing in 
high poverty areas, were divided into three 
groups.

The first group received vouchers to 
live in areas with less than ten percent pov
erty, the second group received vouchers 
to go anywhere and the third group didn’t 
get anything

In the end, the second group reported 
greater safety, fewer crimes and less psy
chological distress.

Vouchers are, in Shester’s words, “the 
manner by which we ought to address pov
erty in America.”

Global News Feature: 
SAIL takes students 
out of the “bubble”

y

As students, we have a tendency to get caught up in the all happenings on 
the Washington and Lee campus -  the “W&L bubble.” It is often necessary 
to take a step back from everything and remember what is going on else
where. The Student Association for International Learning, or SAIL, aims to 
help students do that.

Sofia Sequeira, president and active-chair o f SAIL said, “SAIL is an 
organization dedicated to addressing international issues within the W&L 
community and to sharing new and different answers to social, cultural and 
political questions.” : ■

SAIL is one of the most active clubs on campus and has been for quite 
some time. Amy Richwine, SAIL’s advisor, said, “The association existed as 
the International Club well before I arrived on campus twelve years ago.”

It is easy for students to get involved with the group. Just sign up and at
tend some meetings or offer to help out with one of the events. There are a 
few different committees within the club that are available as well.

The Outreach Committee organizes events that deal with international 
cultures and interests. This committee also coordinates activities between 
SAIL, the W&L campus and the Lexington community.

The International Development and Relief Group (IDRG) educates stu
dents about current humanitarian efforts and campaigns. The Publicity Com
mittee, creates, posers \o, raise awareness on campus of SAIL events and
maintains the, website.,....

SAIL hosts events year round in an effort to “bring the world to our cam
pus” and raise overall awareness Of current events and crises around the 
globe.

Sequeira said, “The student body is well informed about global affairs, 
but we still need to try to get more people involved and interested in them.” 

Some of the events that try to spark interest on campus are the annual Ice 
Cream Social in September and the Showcase for Morocco in November. 
The Showcase was one of the largest events this year. February will mark the 
2013 Friendship Dinner and in March the second large event for SAIL, An 
Evening Abroad, will take place.

Sequeira continued, “Most importantly [these events] promote exchange 
between the diverse cultures at W&L. The student body should also be aware 
of more ways in which they could improve the wellbeing of the global com
munity.”

Increased global awareness helps students to understand people across 
the globe through a different lens.

“SAIL helps students to understand aspects about the world through 
someone else’s eyes and through a different perspective,” said Sequeira. “We 
do so by learning about other people’s stories, experiences and views.”

This understanding is important both on campus -  for forming a stronger 
community -  and off campus -  for successful interactions on a global scale. 
Sequeira spoke on her personal benefits from SAIL: “Being the chair has 
given me the opportunity to interact with people with different interests and 
concerns regarding global issues and cultural matters. It has been a learning 
experience that has widened my perspective on the world.”

B M !

By Yejean Kim
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Lexington City Council banned the fly
ing of any flags on city-owned poles ex
cept for U.S., Virginia, and city flags, in 
2011. The ban was enacted amidst pro
tests o f the Confederate flags that were 
flown in honor of Lee-Jackson Day that 
year.

Many residents of Lexington; includ- 
, ing Several students and teachers at 
W&L as well as several prominent busi
ness owners were among the protesters.

One of these business owners is A1 
Hockaday, a former Marine and owner 
of the Shenandoah Attic and Victorian 
Parlor along with his wife, emestine.

In a speech at an event for protesting 
the flags in 201.1, Hockaday stated that 
he hoped to never see three flags flying 
in Lexington: the swastika, the rising- 
sun o f Japan and. the Confederate stan
dard. When contacted at the Shenandoah

Attic and Victorian Parlor, emestjae 
said, “This establishment dcjesnT hade 
anything against the flags— I do.’LjB

The ban was not the first time-in Lex
ington history that the flags have drawn 
criticism.

On June 25,1993, the Sons of Confed
erate Veterans, Virginia Division, filed a 
complaint alleging that they were hin
dered from displaying the Confederate ; 
flag at a rededication ceremomXor the 
cemetery statue of Generals Thomas 1- 
“Stonewall” Jackson.

The settlement, eventually ¡ÉreacheAa 
stated that the defendants were to jaayl 
the Sons (ff Confederate Veterans (SCV) 
$ 1 in “monetary relief’, according to me 
case’summary, as well as $3142.75 for 
attorneys’ fees and other costf that arose 

, from thesmftjaj
' More prominently, ̂ the case also re-

sulted an a permanent injunction that 
said: “Neither the City of Lexington nor 
any individual, coipojaftpn, associa
tion or other person or entity under its 
supervision or within its control,...may 
deny or abridge the right of the plain
tiff organi^niJÎP a n a u s  members... 
to-wear, carry,Misplay or show, at any 
govemment-sponsoi.cd or government- 
controlled placé-or event which is to any 
extent given over to private expressive 
activity, the, Cpffedenieiflag or other 
banners, emblems,, icons orfrsual depic
tions designed to bring intopubifc notice 
anytogo of ‘stars and bars’ that ever was 

Wised as a national or battle flag of the* 
Confederacy.”

The protest and subsequent ban in 
2011 led the SCV to file another lawsuit 
protesting the ban on several grounds, 
including the 1993 injunction and a vio-

Stepon of C.c^sritutional rights. While the 
uftsuit w^s dismissed, there is a hearing 
scheihffed s tv ie  4th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals on March 20 in the hopes of 
haring the lawsuit reinstated against the 

¡Bay.
However, Constitutional experts say 

that the SCV has a slim chance of mak
in g  a Constitutional argument—because 
Lexington has the right to control speech 
on its*iwn property, including flag poles.

Thistyear’sXee-Jackson Day saw re
newed protests, including protesters 

Shearing large Confederate flags down- 
tfw m as well as a large |pj^de filled with 
participants bearing the flagsJd?o sevefal 
W & L  first years, seeing the spectacle for 
the firewlime was memorable.

Austin Walker, who is from Lincoln, 
Nebraska: “I understand that 41*#« pfeP* 
of the heritage of this town.'ifiut I see l

where people are coming from when 
they say it’s offensive, Personally, I was 
a little offended myself, because I don’t  
think that that aspect o f the history of 
this region is an aspect to be proud of.” 

This was corroborated by first year 
Erica Schiller, who said: “I f  s really dif
ficult to not feel anything negative about 
it, because in the North it’s a symbol 
of everything negative about the war— 
slavery, and treason. Michigan was one 
of the first states to rebel against the 
laws against slaves, so we have a par
ticular view on it. I know it’s a symbol 
of Southern pride around here, but when 
you grow up viewing it as something so 
negative it’s hard to put that aside.”

Next year’s Lee-Jackson Day will fall 
StmJari; 17-18.

mm
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opinions
History still in the making
3v  A l l i e  W e i  s s  VBy Allie Weiss
D E S I G N  E D I T O R

THE LIBERATION OF TIMBUKTU
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The MOST 
POWERFUL 
WOMAN 
in AMERICA 
HISTORY
BY MICHAEL TOMASKY

’ "Hard as it is to believe, Hillary Clin
ton was, at one point, little more than a 
girl scout from Park Ridge, Illinois. She 
waS on student council, wrote for the 
school' newspaper, an delayed  baseball1' 
for the pleasure of it.. Today, Newsweek

has exalted the political icon as “the most 
powerful woman in American history.” 
The president has referred to her as “one 
of the finest secretary o f states we’ve 
'ever had.” Having' travelled-’956,733t 
miles during her time With thé Obarna

administration, Clinton has been named 
by The Atlantic “The George Clooney of 
global affairs.” And some have reason to 
believe that she’s just getting started.

Clinton stepped down from her role 
as secretary of state on Friday on the 
heels of a committee investigation into 
the death of U.S. Ambassador Christo
pher Stevens. Stevens, killed in Libya 
on Sept. 11 when Libyan rebels attacked 
the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, was ini
tially thought to have been murdered as 
the result of the film The Innocence of 

- Muslims. However, Stevens’ diary later 
revealed that the ambassador had been 
fearful of an attack for some’ time, be
lieving both that the tensions in Libya 
had reached a peak and that A1 Qaeda 
had placed him in their crosshairs. As a 
result, Stevens had requested increased 
security at the consulate, which the U.S. 
State Department ultimately ignored. 
The committee found that several offi
cers had behaved negligently in the time 
leading up to Stevens’ death, and three 
employees were eventually let go.

Despite this, Clinton was untouched 
by blame. During the congressional 
hearings about the attack, Clinton was 
treated for the most part with respect. A 
brief run-in with Sen. Ron Johnson con
cerning what he considered to be a slow 
reaction on her part after the attack only 
served to further portray Clinton as self
composed and dedicated. Her reply to 
his hooded accusations had her asking, 
“With all due respect, the fact is we had 
four dead Americans. Was it because of 
a protest or was it because of guys out 
for a walk one night who decided they’d 
go kill some Americans? What differ
ence, at this point, does it make?” If 
anything, Clinton walked away from the 
scuffle having picked up yardage in the 
eyes of supporters.

As Clinton leaves her position, she 
«as&ertd,; -‘̂ T am ' mOre- convinced than

ever in the strength and staying power 
of America’s global leadership and our 
capacity to be a force for good in the 
world.” Looking back on her years as 
the 67th secretary of state, Clinton has 
a clear view of all o f her many mile
stones. She broke the record pertaining 
to the number of nations visited by the 
secretary of state, trumping Madeline 
Albright’s 98 different countries with 
her own 1 1 2  (having crossed enough of 
the world to circle the globe more than 
38 times). She was the first secretary of 
state to visit Myanmar in more than fifty 
years when she helped to free political 
prisoners who opposed the country’s

how I’m going to adjust to not having a 
schedule.”

But those close to her say that Clin
ton has never been the type to sit back 
and let the country be run without her. 
Dee Dee Myers, who was press secretary 
when Clinton’s husband was in office, 
says of the out-going secretary of state, 
“One of the things I think that Hillary 
has done consistently over the course of 
her career is she’s always opted for in
stitutional power. She wants to make big 
change, touch people’s lives in a lasting 
way. Now she faces a similar decision. 
She can join her husband’s foundation. 
She can create her own foundation. She

“One o f the things I  think that Hillary has done consis
tently over the course o f her career is she’s always opted 
for institutional power. She wants to make big change, 
touch people s lives in a lasting way. ”

Dee Dee Myers, former White House Press Secretary______________ ■

leader Aung San Suu Kyi. More impres
sively,, she oversaw the State Depart
ment at a time in our country’s history 
when America was waging wars in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

So what’s next?
According to Clinton, what she wants 

now is nothing more than to catch up on 
20 years of lost sleep. In an interview 
with Michele Kelemen, Clinton did not 
mention having any intention to run for 
president in 2016, stating, “I don’t see 
myself getting back into politics. I want 
to be involved in philanthropy, advo
cacy, working on issues like women and 
girls that I care deeply about. I want to 
write and speak. I want to wofk with my 
husband and my daughter on our mutual 
foundation interests. So I’m going to 
have my hands full. I don’t quite know

can work on issues she cares deeply 
about and have a huge impact, but it’s 
not the kind of institutional power that 
she seems to gravitate toward.”

Supporters have rallied around Clin
ton, even begu a super-political action 
committee on her behalf just in case 
she decides to run. For her part, Clinton 
has beeri coy about the subject, not yet 
having denied outright that she will be 
running. There have been many remarks 
made to the effect that she cannot see 
that far into, the future. To many fans 
who had given up hope of ever seeing 
Clinton in the Oval Office after she lost 
in 2008, these remarks have resurrected 
their optimism.

By Yates Wilburn
S T A F F  W R I T E R  ,

Recently, Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta signed an order using the pow
ers of his office to lift all restrictions 
and barriers to women in combat posi
tions in thè US military. While women 
have been allowed to serve in the US’ 
military and attend its academies since 
t ie  eàriy 199Ó’s, they have never been 
allowed to serve in frontline or offensive, 
combat roles, but this does little to keep 
them out of the line of fire in today’s 
modem urban warfare. With this last 
act of his authority, Panetta has lifted 
thè finài piece of the “great glass ceil
ing” to women in the greatest fight force 
the world has ever known. This has not 
gone by without some controversy, as 
numerous critics have cited both poten
tial false accusations of sexual assault by 
female soldiers and an increase in actual 
instances o f  sexual assault as a threat to 
the combat readiness of our fighting men 
and women. Personally, I feel that his
tory, geopolitics, and previous examples 
will prove these concerns to be minimal, 
certainly not enough to justify the bar
ring of qualified fighting women from 
^crying in frontline con$*at in our mili
tary:
w  Currently, according to the Wash

ington Post, 17 countries currently al
low women to serve in frontline combat

’♦roles in their militaries, among them be
ing France, Australia, Germany, Poland, 
and Israel.

Let us first see to the particular gèo-

misconceptions
political and defensive situations of a 
few of these militaries, so as to establish 
that the women in these militaries are 
more than capable of fighting along
side their male Comrades. Currently, 

, the French military is engaged in what 
is shaping up to be a long-term military 
conflict in Mali as it fights to reinstall 
its democratically elected government 
and defend the nation against ruthless 
Islamo- fascists that will present France’s 
fighting men and Women with brutal ur
ban conflict. Germany, Poland, and Aus
tralia have all been major contributors 
to the “Coalition of the Willing” in Iraq, 
and ISAF forces in Afghanistan, and às 
such their female soldiers have certain
ly experienced numerous tests of their 
bravery and skill without significant or 
abnormal fault. North Korea meanwhile, 
just from anecdotes alone most certainly 
has some o f the most demanding train
ing regimen and brutal physical require
ments in the military world. If  North Ko
rean women can survive their nation’s 
military, American women can certainly 
survive in ours. While anecdotal at best, 
this at least lends credence to the base 
that women present no real threat to the 
combat effectiveness of a military.

Regarding sexual assault on women 
in militaries, the US situation provides 
for some depressing reading. According 
to a 2006 study of female veterans spon
sored by the Dept, o f Veterans’ Affairs, 
an estimated 23%-33% of all female

veterans were sexually assaulted during 
their time in the various branches of the 
US military. Meanwhile, the rate of sex
ual assault among women in the general 
population of the US is 17%. For the re
cord, 14.6% of the US military is female.

Everyone would agree that this is dis
turbing, but where I differ with critic» 
of increased female participation in the 
military is the logic that such participa
tion would inevitably lead to more sexu
al assaults. Taking a look at the effects of 
women’s presence in the Israel Defense 
Force may prove helpful to this discus
sion. Israel has allowed women in front
line combat roles (consistently) since 
2000, and they currently make up 3% of 
the IDF’s combat soldiers, 33% of all its 
soldiers, and 51% of its officers. Further
more, o f all the positions that exist in the 
IDF—from private to general—-women 
can be found in 69% of them. Despite 
this high prevalence of women, 1 in 7 
(14.2%) female Israeli soldiers will be 
sexually assaulting during their service, 
nearly 3% less than will be assaulted in 
the US general population.

The point is, that simply having more 
women in a military doesn’t automati
cally guarantee that more sexual assaults 
will occur. Further, more women in the 
military doesn’t automatically reduce the 
combat effectiveness of a military; Israel 
stands as proof to both of these state
ments. If a nation as besieged as Israel 
can maintain a fight force as effective

and efficient as the IDF with such a high 
proliferation of women, there is no rea
son the US military cannot do the same. 
Personally, I feel that if  anyone can meet 
the physical, mental, and emotional re
quirements of service in the US military, 
male or female, they should be allowed 
to serve in any position to which they 
are suited. To bar a qualified person 
from service simply because of their 
sex is not only discriminatory, but 
it is incredibly short-sighted. In 
an era where the US military i 
accepting convicted felons in 
order to boost rec ru itm en t^  
numbers, turning away i 
willing volunteers on 
such an arbitrary and un
founded fear is ridicu
lous. Then again, it is 
easier to simply bar 
women than actu
ally address the 
issue of sexual 
assault in the 
military.

Giving credit where it is due
By Graham Colton
H E A D  C O P Y  E D I T O R

~ Colleges ought to give credit for in
ternships, for many reasons, ,/,

First, according to a 2012 survey by 
the National Association of Colleges 
and Employers, more than half o f re
cent college graduates had had intern

sh ip s^  while undergraduates. These 
/days, intemships,especiallyat colleges 

as well-rounded as W&L, are nearly' 
¡(requisite to  a fulfilling collegiate; eXpe- 
: rience:. 3*^ m

Yet some particularly elite colleges* 
are against granting eiedit^oiiiilrori^ 
which, they suppose, falls far short of 
the rigor o f their typical workload, 

atoi There are, however, various ways by 
which these institutions may make the 
cubicle a bit more like the classroom.

Essays, internship-related coursework 
and reflective blogs all help to intel
lectually stimulate both the intern and 
scholar in today’s college-age person.

Internships also benefit students 
and schools alike. Students, on the 
one hand, get more bang for their (par
ents’) buck by working! while learning. 

sJh is  work, rather than waiting tables or 
pumping gas, is within a student’s field 
o f interest. Schools,'on the other hand, 
benefit by having more of their gradu
ates, due to internship experiences, be 
placed, in better-paying, jobs in fields’ 
better-suited to their talents.

Hence a liberal arts college, even 
one as prototypical as •purs, can give 
credit for internships.

Sert&y 4 at LEE HI
“H a n ds Dow n the T a s t ie s t  T ru ck sto p  in A m e r ica "

- The T rave l Channel, M o s t E x tre m e  T ru ck s to p s

Home Cooked Meals & Southern Hospitality!

Order from our complete menu
Or Join us fo r  one o f  our ALL YOU CAN EA T Buffets!

Daily Breakfast Bar Monday - Friday 6 am -10:30 am 
Saturday & Sunday 6 am - 1 :30 pm 

Daily Hot Bar Monday - Thursday 11 am -10 pm 
Soup, Salad, & Fruit Bar All Week 10:30 am -11 pm 

Friday Night Seafood Buffet 5 pm -10 pm 
Saturday Night Pork BBQ Buffet 5 pm -10 pm 

Sunday Baked Chicken & Pork Loinl 1 am - 9 pm 
Friday & Saturday Late Night Breakfast Buffet 11 pm - 2 am

Order Breakfast 24 Hours a day, 7 days a week!

1-81 & I-64, Exit 195, 2516 N. Lee Hwy., Lexington, VA 24450 

540-463-3478 
www.leehl.com See our menu online

IsS Twitter @berkysfood U  Find us on Face book

http://www.leehl.com


The Red I len is possibly the best upscale res
taurant in town. Beautifully designed as a bam 
nestled between the brick buildings on Wash
ington Street, the Red Hen is a wonderful oasis 
for the taste buds. The presentation is impec
cable with colorful artwork and an open kitchen 
equipped with a well-stocked bar.

Starter prices are 8 to 11 dollars while en
trees range from 18 to 25. The proper 3-course 
date would probably run you around ninety dol
lars. O f course, the Red Hen is more for special 
occasions than first dates (there are few step-ups 
from the Red I len if you start so big).

Although the prices are steep, the food is 
‘amazing, The fid ward o f Surry VA Peanut Fed 
Surryano was an amazing combination of corn- 
meal “johnny cakes” topped with perfectly cured 
ham, pickled carrots, quail egg, and a surpris
ingly delicious maple hot sauce.

For the main course; I enjoyed the special 
o f roasted duck breast on spaetzle topped with 
a chestnut sauce. The duck was phenomenal, 
and the entrée o f Shrimp Stuffed Virginia Coast 
Rounder proved to me that the chefs at the Red 

Hen can cook meat with expert per- 
The fish was well bala

n i  need with potatoes and' 
broccolini covered in a 
jalapeno butter sauce (hot 

^■enough to awe. but not to

shock).
I ended with Dark Chocolate Bête Noir for 

dessert. Beautifully presented espresso ganache 
topped with homemade whipped cream, I could 
not have picked a better treat. The Bête Noir is 
easily split, and considering that my table at the 
Red Hen was shared by the two of Us, it was a 
great date night- dessert (no messy “Lady in the 
Tramp” style noodles, but still oh-so-romantic).

Lucky for you, the Red Hen is having a Val
entine’s Day Special at 55 dollars per person for 
a four-course meal. If you can’t make the Valen
tine’s Day event, the' restaurant is having a “Vir
ginia is for Lovers” four-course dinner with wine 
tor the same price on Feb. 12th. The Red Hen is a 
great place for an intimate date-night Setting with 
fantastic food and a wonderful atmosphere. Call 
ahead for reservations (and seriously, call soon, 
or you’ll miss but on the chance to impress that 
significant someone).

‘The 'RecCJ-Cen

Roses are red, violets are blue: Valentine’s Day is here
Du I Aak n /xn/x ^By Leah  G ose
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Valentine’s Day is quickly approach
ing. Men, it’s time to swallow your pride 
and venture down the pink and red aisle 
of Hallmark and buy into the holiday. On 
average, each person spends about 125 
dollars on the 14th, mostly on jewelry 
(if you get my drift, boys). It’s a tall or
der for a college student to live up to the 
hype and to make the day memorable.

If you’re going to go big, you might 
as well do it right. 2 2 0 , 0 0 0  marriage 
proposals occur on Valentine’s Day. My 
goal isn’t to get you down the aisle, but 
through the day without disappointing 
that special someone. Trust me when I 
say that messing this up is worse than 
getting stuck at Windfall after Traveller 
stops running.

If  you’re an underclassman, and don’t 
have the money to go big. You don’t need

to go home and give up by buying cheap 
candy at Walmart (although it does boast 
an impressive selection) - just take your 
special someone out star gazing. Lexing
ton is lucky to be surrounded by some 
of the best scenery, all of which can be 
reached by foot or car. Grab a blanket 
and head over to the Ruins. The stars are 
way better than a movie (which is certain 
to be filled with many high-school age 
couples that you’ll want to avoid).

If  you do have a car, I suggest driv
ing through the Blue Ridge Parkway 
as a beautiful getaway. Its entrance is 
located past Buena Vista by five miles, 
and the signs lead you right out onto the 
parkway. There are great stops along the 
way, including an old train track, water
fall and multiple scenic viewing sites. 
Google directions to decide where to get

off and rest, or you could just decide to 
keep driving until dawn.

If  you are single on Valentine’s Day, 
it’s the perfect night to catch up on amaz
ing television. Start a 30-day free Hulu 
trial and enjoy the night in. Or Macado’s 
is a great place to go with the gang for a 
fun meal on the town without worrying 
about all “the hype.”

Either way, Valentine’s Day is a great 
excuse for everyone to indulge a little 
and eat way too much chocolate. Don’t 
worry if  you forget to take my advice 
now: I’ll have some last minute ideas for 
you next week, so keep your heart and 
eyes peeled!

Washington and Lee Universtty
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J U L I A  L A N G  
A L L I E  W E I S S  
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H E N D L E Y  B A D C O C K  
L I N D S E Y  B U R K E  
A T H E N A  C A O  
H A M L E T  F O R T  
L E A H  G O S E  
H A I L E Y  H A R T L E Y  
H A N N A H  H O W A R D  
K R Y S T A  H U B E R  
K Y L E  J A E G E R  
C H R I S T I A N  K E N N E D Y  
Y E J E A N  K I M  
P A T  M C C A R R O N  
D O U G L A S  M C N I E L  
M A R I E L  P E A R L  
B A I L E Y  R U S S E L L  
J O S H  W H I T E  
Y A T E S  W I L B U R N

D A V I D  W I L S O N  
D I L L O N  M Y E R S

M I C H A E L  D O N N E L L A N  
J O N A T H A N  S E L L S  
K A N E  T H O M A S

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  It i s  t h e  m i s s i o n  of T H E  R ING-  
TUM PH I  to a c c u r a t e l y ,  t r u t h f u l l y ,  and  t h o r o u g h l y  r e p o r t  

n e w s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  and  L ee  c o m m u n i t y  fo r  
s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  p a r e n t s  and a l u m n i .  Our  goa l  i s  to look 
d e e p e r  i n to  n e w s  a f f e c t i n g  campus-  l i f e  and  ho ld  l e a d e r s  
a c c o u n t a b l e .  T h r o u g h  ou r  r e p o r t i n g ,  we a s p i r e  to s p a r k  

d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  l e a d  to d i s c o v e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
p r o m p t s  c h a n g e .

THE  R IN G- T UM  PHI  i s  p u b l i s h e d  M o n d a y s  d u r i n g  the  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  y e a r .  T H E  R I N G - T U M  PH I  i s  a 

m e m b e r  of  T h e  M ed ia  B o a r d ,  w h i c h  ca n  be r e a c h e d  at  
m e d i a b o a r d @ w l u . e d u , bu t  i s  o t h e r w i s e  i n d e p e n d e n t . T H E  
R I N G - T U M  PH I  w e l c o m e s  a l l  l e t t e r s .  We r e s e r v e  t h e  r ig h t  
to e d i t  s u b m i s s i o n s  fo r  c o n t e n t  and  l e n g t h .  L e t t e r s  and 

a d v e r t i s i n g  do not  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  o p in i o n  of  T H E  
R I N G - T U M  PH I  s t a f f .  T h i s  n e w s p a p e r  o b s e r v e s  c u r r e n t  

c o u r t  d e f i n i t i o n s  of  l i b è l  and  o b s c e n i t y .

T HE  R I N G - T U M  PH I  
U N I V E R S I T Y  COM MON S ROOM .  3 4 1  
W A S H I N G T O N  AND L E E  U N I V E R S I T Y  

L E X I N G T O N ,  V I R G I N I A  2 4 4 5 0  
T E L E P H O N E :  ( 5 4 0 )  4 5 8 - 4 0 6 0  

F A X :  ( 5 4 0 )  4 5 8 - 4 Ò 5 9  
E M A I L :  P H I @ W L U . E D U  

S U B S C R I P T I O N  R A T E  $ 4 5
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“Rise Up” to the challenge
By Jo sh  W hite
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Climbing is one of the few unique 
outdoor activities that is not restricted to 
'a certain time of year. That’s because it 
doesn’t always have to be outside! Rise 
Up Climbing Gym, located in nearby 
Lynchburg, is only about an hour’s drive 
away. A single adult day pass costs $13, 
which includes access to all o f the fa
cilities and various walls. An few extra 
bucks will cover the fee of equipment and 
gear rentals.

Climbing is one of my personal favor-' 
ite activities, and it is a great way to relax 
and have tun after a stressful week. The 
combination of the adrenaline you get 
from dangling up to forty feet in the air 
(Rise Up’s highest wall), and the satisfac
tion of getting in touch with your inner 
primate, creates a uniquely exhilarating 
feeling.

My experience at the gym was fantas
tic: the friendly and laid-back staff is ea
ger to make the best out of everyone’s ex
perience, regardless of the climber’s prior 
knowledge and history. The vibe in the 
gym itself is chill, and the music selection 
is very agreeable and suits the atmosphere 
well.

^F orthos^w itlw noreclim bing  expe

rience, the gym requires only a brief test 
before you can belay (fixing the rope 
around a partner to secure yourself). For 
the newbies out there, there is no better 
place to start than here: the staff is trained 
and have the resources on hand to teach 
the belaying technique quickly, for only 
a small price. There Were a few people 
on our trip who took the class for the first 
time, and were belaying each other on 
their own that same day!

The gym consists o f two sections, one 
for bouldering and one for top rope and 
lead climbing. For those with climbing 
experience, the roped section of the gym - 
ranges through grade 5.12 (very high level 
o f difficulty) and the bouldering section 
up through v.7 (moderately-highly chal
lenging level). O f course, there is a wide 
selection of offerings for beginners as 
well, with more than half o f the gym de
signed to be within reach for a first timer.

Perhaps the best part about the trip 
(or any outdoors trip) is getting to know 
some people you might not have other
wise gotten a chance to meet, or building 
on previous friendships. What better way 
is there to get close to somebody than to 
trust them to be there and catch you if you

Ch&ck,itout!
1225 C/utàe/i St 
Cnnehbuiÿ, Utf 

24504

(434) 845-7625

fall? Climbing itself is a very sooial ac
tivity, and further opportunities await dur
ing the scenic and mountainous drive on 
the way to the gym. If you go with the 
Outing Club, you are sure to make some 
new friends, as well as have some great 
conversations.

The next time you find yourself with 
free time, I highly recommend you go 
climbing. Not only is it a great workout, 
but it is also a great way to hang out with 
friends. So quit wasting time, get your 
game face on, and get out there!

mailto:mediaboard@wlu.edu
mailto:PHI@WLU.EDU
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Business office 
offers direct deposit
By Athena Cao 
s t a f f  W r i t e r

Students no longer have to walk all 
the way over to the Business Office to 
get refunds. According to Associate Trea
surer and Controller Deborah Caylor, the 
Business Office now offers deposit reim
bursements and account refunds directly 
to students’ bank accounts. Students who 
have set up direct deposit for their pay
rolls need to sign up again in order to get 
reimbursements and refunds.

Financial' aid students or anyone who 
has a credit balance in the university ac
count can now get disbursement o f re
funds directly to their bank accounts. 
Financial aid disbursements of refunds 
for undergraduate students are made af
ter Jan. 15th in the winter term and Sept. 
15th in the fall term. Students who are 
off campus during spring term can be re
funded for the cost o f the meal plan after 
notifying Auxiliary Services.

To sign up for a refund deposit, a stu
dent must have a bank account with an

American Banking Association (ABA) 
routing number. Although the registra
tion window is located in the Employees’ 
section in WebAdvisor, a student does 
not need to be a student employer or a 
work study student to sign up for the ser
vice.

On the Employees page, click on 
“Accounts Payable (Non-Payroll) Bank 
Information (U.S.)” under the Finance 
Information section. Then choose De
fault Bank Account Information and 
click “submit.” Fill in the required in
formation, including the routing number, 
account number, and account type, then 
agree to the terms and conditions to sub
mit the completed application. A confir
mation e-mail will be sent after the direct 
deposit becomes effective.

For more information on how to set up 
this service, contact the Business Office 
at business@wlu.edu or call (540) 458- 
8730 today.

Finance Tip of the Week; Save of 
your income for a rainy day fund.

Saving money can be hard for a college student, but saving 
a little bit at a time, consistently over an extended period, can 

make a big difference when an emergency hits!

;iii it>pi m m  s
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By Christian Kennedy
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Ea The vacant Phi Kappa Delta fraternity house may be used next year for 
upper-dassmen housing. A tentative plan, which includes co-ed living, 
with one floor for males and one floor for females, is currently in the works.

&a The "No-Tuesday" adjusted schedule of New Member Education has 
been followed well by fraternities, with only one instance of a violation.

§)□ Any fraternity which has been previously kicked off campus must fulfill 
the criteria set by the school, as well as their own nationals, in order to 
return. This may include paying back rent to the school for the years that 
the house was vacant.

4 L  The IFC has created a template for New Member Education to aid 
fraternities that do not have a well-developed program. Members of the 
IFC will be assigned to certain fraternities to discuss how a certain chapter's 
program matches up with the new template.

Da The "Lexington Triad" refers to the three fraternities originally formed 
here in Lexington: Kappa Alpha at W&L, and Alpha Tau Omega and Sigma 
Nu at VMI. All three were established during the Reconstruction period 
following the Civil War.

(in According to the U.S. News and World Report, W&L is the highest ranked 
university out of all schools with student bodies that are over 50% Greek.

arts&life

Meet Shana Levine % 11

Teach for America touches lives

By Lindsey Burke
S T A F F  W R j T E R

For Associate Athletic Director Sha
na Levine ‘11, her love of sports and 
Washington and Lee never died post- 

^  graduation.
After receiving an Bachelor of Arts 

in Biology from W&L in 2011, earning 
a law degree at the University of Pitts
burgh, and working at the National Col
legiate Athletic Association (NCAA) for 
five years, Levine found herself back on 
campus.

“I missed being on campus and see
ing the rewards of that,” said Levine. “I 
love it here.”

LeVine can be found in numerous lo
cations around campus. As the Associate 

_  Athletic Director, she oversees all athlet-
™  id facilities, events and sports clubs, and

handles dining for sports teams. In addi

tion, she teaches a spring term “Women 
in Sport” class, and instructs Sports Cir
cuit and Cycling classes every week.

During her time here, Levine was a 
four-year letter winner and a team cap
tain for the W&L soccer team; she then 
served as an assistant women’s soccer 
coach at Carnegie Mellon University. 
Now, she incorporates her leadership 
and team experience into her group ex
ercise classes.

“My classes bring the team sport 
mentality and carry it over to the gym,” 
said Levine. “I pull a lot o f exercises 
from past workouts that I’ve had to do 
as an athlete.”

Levine eliminates monotony from her 
Cycling classes by replicating an outside 
bike riding experience. A representative

workout with continuous music is her 
priority.
, “I blend all o f the songs together us
ing software so there’s not a break [be
tween songs],” said Levine. “ If you’re 
outside climbing a hill, you don’t get to 
stop every three minutes just because the 
song changes.”

In Sports Circuit, she combines car- 
dio and high repetition/low weight lift
ing, while also using music as a tool 
to keep her students engaged. Because 
these classes are so different, Levine said 
she couldn’t pick a favorite one.

According to Levine, her ability to 
interact with students and athletes was 
one of the main reasons she came back to 
W&L. Getting to know her students on 
a more personal level is an added incen

tive for teaching group exer
cise. In the Cycling and Sports 
Circuit classes, she forms re
lationships that go far beyond 
the classroom.

“I really like how I get to 
know students in a whole dif
ferent way in group exercise,” 
she said. “It’s^a great way to 
see students with their guard 
down, not worrying about 
grades.”

Students and faculty can 
attend Levine’s Cycling class
es on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 12:15 p.m. Her Sports Cir
cuit classes are Mondays and 
Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. and 
Monday evenings at 5 p.m.

time in the corps.
Joining the ranks of these dedicated 

advocates will soon be the 13-17 seniors 
from the class of 2013 who have been 
accepted to the highly competitive pro
gram and have committed to teach in 
socio-economically disadvantaged com
munities all over the country.

Some of these students have always 
been passionate about TFA’s cause. 
Many of them, however, had never even 
considered TFA or teaching post-gradu
ation until a few months ago, when they 
learned about the organization and its 
goals.

According to its website, TFA aims 
to “provide an excellent education for 
kids in low-income communities... [by 
recruiting] a diverse group of leaders 
with a record of achievement who work 
to expand educational opportunity.” .

Selected students are placed in a 
low-incOme community to teach for two 
years, as part o f a nationwide movement 
to help the 16 million impoverished 
American children overcome education 
obstacles and achieve at the highest lev
els.

Said TFA Recruitment Manager for 
W&L Dana Cronyn, who taught biology 
while serving as a 2010 Charlotte TFA 
corps member: “Growing up I had an 
excellent public school education that 
provided me every opportunity I have 
today and connected me to my passion. 
Upon coming to college, I began to real
ize that for the 16 million students grow
ing up in poverty today, education does 
not afford them opportunity.”

Added Cronyn: “After hearing sto
ries of TFA corps members changing 
the lives of their students—helping stu
dents attend college, taking students on 
trips abroad, and teaching students to 
love learning—I knew there was no bet
ter way for me to have an impact after

graduation.”
In selecting its newest teachers, TFA 

looks for candidates with “a deep belief 
in the potential of all kids and a commit
ment to do whatever it takes to expand 
opportunities for students, demonstrated 
leadership ability and superior inter
personal skills to motivate others, and 
respect for individuals’ diverse experi
ences and the ability to work effectively 
with people from a variety of back
grounds,” among various other criteria.

“W&L students are uniquely poised 
to make an impact in classrooms because 
o f the university’s strong emphasis on 
achievement—both academically and as 
campus and community leaders. Those 
skills transfer directly to the classroom 
and give W&L students the opportunity 
to make a lasting impact,” said Cronyn.

TFA is currently the school’s top 
employer, with the highest number of 
students working with the organization 
after graduation.

The final application deadline for 
TFA is Feb. 15. Seniors who are inter
ested in pursuing this work can still ap
ply, and any underclassmen who want to 
learn more about TFA are welcome and 
encouraged to Contact Kalli Havens ‘13.

“Your first job out of college should 
be one that helps you build to your fu
ture career goals. Don’t be afraid to take 
on a challenge and leverage the skills 
you’ve been developing for the last four 
years,” said Cronyn.

“There is no more prestigious, im
portant work after graduation than shap
ing the future of our country. Imagining 
a world where every pplitician, CEO, ' 
and doctor has changed the lives of low 
income students is why I continue this 
work today.”

By Cynthia Lam
A R T S  A N D  L I F E  E D I T O R

Photo courtesy of Wlkimedia Commons.
What if  you could change the lives 

o f young students everywhere? What if 
you were given the opportunity to make 
a real, lasting impact soon after gradua
tion? What if you could pass on the love 
of learning to future generations, for 
years to come? .

With Teach for America (TFA), you 
can do all of this - and more. As one of 
the most prestigious non-profit organi
zations to work for post-gradUation and 
one of Forbes’’ 100 Best Companies1 to 
Work For in 2012, TFA is dedicated to 
making a difference in low-income com

munities by producing lifelong leaders, 
learners and educators.

For years, Washington and Lee has 
maintained a strong partnership with 
TFA. In fact, there are numerous alumni 
located all across the nation who are 
currently teaching or have finished their

I

mailto:business@wlu.edu
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arts&life
Sarah Hardman ‘13

Meet the star o f  Arsenic and O ld Lace, playing Feb. 12-15

Why did you want tog* 
with ■Arsenic and OldL

et involved 
ace”?

I’ve been in plays every year here, 
and I knew this was my last chance: 
And on top of that, I knew this play 
in particular was going to be incred
ibly fun to perform.

What is your favorite aspect 
about theater?

I love performing— I love the feel
ing o f acting on stage in front o f an 
audience. And the people involved

It’s not so much a misconception, 
but people just may not step in Len- 
fest even once after their first-year 
O-week. But the truth is, there are so 
many amazing performances, recit
als, and concerts to see year round.

in theater here'truly make one of the 
most entertaining groups I’ve met!

What is the best part of rehears* 
als?

Forming my character—one of 
the sweetest old ladies you’ll ever 
meet, with an affinity for poisoning 
lonely old men.. Oops.

Do you think there is a miscon
ception about the arts at W&L?

WHËÈÊÊÊÊÊEÊËÊÊÊ
Why did* you get involved with 

the Nabors Service League (NSL) ?
Fpr four years all students call 

Lexington our home, yet, unless 
we are proactively seeking to learn 
about the agencies that help resi- ‘ 
dents, we may as well be estranged 
visitors. I got involved with NSL to 
learn about Lexington and the sur
rounding area through service, and 
to help other W&L students become 
excited about serving their home.

What is your favorite aspect of 
volunteering in Lexington?

The people. Volunteering is one 
form of networking. Some of the 
service rendered may not be very 
glamorous, but people notice ana 
appreciate it. I nave met tens o f 
community leaders and genuine
ly kind-hearted people who I am 
lucky to call friends through serv
ing with them.

What has been the highlight of 
your winter term so far?

Organic chemistry. (Not really.)

Best part about winter in Vir
ginia?

Sunrise after a snowfall on the 
Colonnade. Magical.

Favorite class this semester?
Dean Straughan’s Marketing 

Management (BUS-211). It’s a 
business class yet is quintessen- 
tially a liberal arts course because 
o f its seminar style. A very tangible 
subject with lots o f real-world ap
plication for all types of organiza
tions whether they are corporate, 
governmental, or nonprofit.

What are you doing over Feb 
break?

I will be serving at a free clinic in 
my hometown.

What do you want to do when 
you graduate?

Investment banking.

If you could make up your own 
Spring Term class, what would it 
be?

Favorite W&L tradition and 
why?

The honor system. I lost my wal
let the other day and it was returned 
to the information desk with every
thing still in it. I’ll definitely miss 
being a part o f this system o f trust 
when I graduate.

What is your favorite class this 
semester?

Modem Political Philosophy with 
Professor Velasquez.

Favorite and least favorite aspect 
of student life at W&L?

1 like the number of times Wag
on Wheel is played and dislike tne 
number o f times when studying past

the Co-op’s closing hour is neces
sary.

What are you doing over Feb 
break?

Heading to NYC with the theater 
department to catch a couple Broad
way shows.

What do you want to do when 
you graduate?

Spend Some time traveling or try
ing something completely new. I 
may need another year before enter
ing “the real wor

rye
m

If you could make up your own 
Spring Term class, what would, it 
be?

A course on nature and literature, 
complete with reading Thoreau and 
hiking part o f the Appalachian.

George or Bob?
Gotta go with George, sorry Bob.

wmm

Microfinance in Fiji.

George or Bob?
He’s on the currency for a rea

son: George.

The best W&L tradition and 
why?

Strong alumni ties. It is incred
ibly easy to talk to any alum face- 
to-face or on the phone. Graduates 
are always happy to help current 
students and given the diversity of

grofessionals, it’s not difficult to 
nd someone who has made it in 
your dream career.

Bay an Misaghi ‘15
This Nabors Service League Chair shares his insights

What made you want to 
swim for W&L?

1 was looking for a 
school with great academ
ics and a swim team where 
I would make an impact. 
I started talking to our as
sistant coach John, and he 
was always very enthusias
tic. Once I came to campus 
on a recruiting trip, I knew 
th a tl would like it here.

Everyone was friendly, 
and the campus was ab
solutely beautiful. Plus, 
the coaching staff seemed 

reat. I’m a backstroker, so 
was really excited about 

training with Coach Kami; 
she swam backstroke at 
Kenyon, a school with a 
premier D3 swimming pro
gram.

and that brings us together. 
My teammates are the peo
ple I feel most comfortable 
around. I love friem all.

As for my least favorite 
part, that’s easy too. The 
morning practices kill me. 
Any day that starts with a 
five on the clock is bound 
to be a little rough.

What has been the best 
part of freshman year?

That’s a hard question. I 
juess I would have to say 
living in the dorms (but 
D-hall dessert is up there 
too). I’m an only child, so 
i t’s great to be constantly 
surrounded by so, many 
people. I love being able 
to walk down the hall and 
talk to my best friends in 
person 24/7.

Do you think there is 
a misconception about 
sports at W&L?

I think that some people 
might not understand the 
level o f commitment re

quired to

they’re not D1.

Anything you would 
like to tell the student body 
about Women’s Swimming 
that we might not know?

We’re awesome. Ev
eryone brings something 
unique to the team, so as a 
group, we have a great per
sonality. If  you don’t know 
us, you should.

gether everyone looked. It 
was really refreshing.

Don’t get me wrong I 
love my sweatpants and 
leggings just as much as 
everyone else, probably 
more, but maybe our gen
eration is becoming a little 
too apathetic about dress
ing up.

•Favorite
mester?

class this se-

I f you could make up 
I  9Ur own 
course, what
your own spring term 

I  ■ ‘would it

a D3 sport. We 
take swim
ming very se
riously. That’s

My favorite class is defi
nitely Contemporary Mor
al Problems. It s a philoso
phy class where we discuss 
the main political and mor
al issues currently faced 
by society. So far, we have 
talked about Hate Speech 
and Pornography, but other 
topics will [include] abor
tion [and] terrorism. It 
really gets you thinkin 
about what your persona 
opinion is with regards to 
the issues and to what ex
tent the government should 
be involved.

be?
There are so many 

spring term classes that it s 
difficult to think o f some
thing else. But, I ’m really 
interested in language and 
culture, so I guess my ideal 
spring term class would be 
a brief overview of the lan
guages and cultures o f dif
ferent countries all over the

Favorite
tion?

W&L tradi-

màtes. We’re all experienc
ing the difficult training,

I think it’s great that ev
eryone dresses up to go to 
Lee Chapel. I remember 

but they shouldn’t write off during O-Week noticing 
our sports teams because how polished and put to-

not to say that 
it is all work 
and no play.

world.
Obviously, I ’d love to 

hold class in each o f the 
countries we discussed 
(anyone up for a global 
road trip?), but that might 
be a little too much to ask 
for. I think it’s important 
for us to widen our hori
zons and be more cultur
ally aware. Technology is 
making it much easier for 
diverse peoples to commu
nicate. We ail should make 
an effort to be better global 
citizens.
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sports
Spring Term PE offers unique experiences
By Hendley Badcock
S T A F F  W R I T E R

The coveted Spring Term brings more 
than just a warm weather, interesting 
academics, and frequent festivities. It 
also offers some unique opportunities to 
spend your four weeks challenging your 
comfort zone and learning new. skills, 
all while earning a P.E. credit. Whether 
you’re SCUBA diving in Lake Rawlings 
or mountain biking on Carvin’s Cove, 
you will enjoy your time taking a Spring 
Term P.E.

Through SCUBA, students will learn 
the procedures of open-water diving 
and earn lifetime certification through 
NAUI. James Dick, Director of Student 
Programming and Outing Club, leads 
the course with instructors Pam and Matt 
Landrum of; Roanoke Island Outfitters 
and Dive Center. Students will spend 
the, first week of the course on campus, 
in the classroom and the pool. The 
course concludes the next weekend with 
a camping trip and open water, dives in 
Lake Rawlings, Va.

Dick, who has been certified for about

■ n m

1 0  years now, understands that diving for 
the first time can be a little nerve-wrack
ing. But helping people get out of their 
comfort zones to experience something 
adventurous is truly remarkable, he said.

“One of my favorite experiences while 
diving is to look at the beginner student’s 
eyes underwater while they are doing it 
for the first time,” Dick said. “Their eyes 
are usually really big, and they break 
into a big smile and look so happy and 
thrilled.”

Students can seek other adventures 
while trekking the mountains surround
ing Lexington and Roanoke. Washing
ton and Lee’s Head Soccer Coach Rolf 
Piranian has been offering a mountain 
biking course every Spring Term for 25 
years. With a bike as the only requisite, 
beginners and up are encouraged to join. 
Every Monday, the class will venture out 
for an afternoon of prime biking.

“Prepare to break a sweat and prepare 
to be physically challenged” Piranian 
said. The course progresses in difficulty,

with the longest rides range from one to 
two hours.

Within Carvin’s Cove in Roanoke are 
some of Piranian’s and the students’ fa
vorite trails. From Enchanted Forest to 
Songbird, these trails offer some really 
enjoyable rides.

As one of the most popular P.E.’s, 
Mountain Biking also attracts people of 
the community. Furthermore, Piranian 
noted that seniors who take the class re
gret not taking it sooner. And students 
who do have the opportunity to take it 
early on in their college career often reg
ister for it again.

So don’t be the one to regret never get
ting SCUBA certified or mountain bik
ing while you had the chance to during 
school. Take full advantage of Spring 
Term and register for one of the many 
interesting and popular P.E. courses of
fered.

Students biking down one of the trails
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Last weekend the national spotlight 
shone brightest on two College Basketball 
powerhouses, Michigan and Indiana. In a 
matchup between two top five teams (Indi
ana ranked #3 and Michigan #1), the teams’ 
stars duked it out for supremacy and atten
tion on the highest stage. Michigan’s Trey 
Burke and Indiana’s Cody Zeller have both 
made their cases for the Wooden Award, 
which goes to the best player of the year. 
However, the player who most deserves the 
award this season plays in a conference far 
away from conferences like the Big Ten and 
the Big East. That player is Doug McDer
mott, who is quietly leading #21 Creighton 
to a 20-3 record and to the top of the Mis
souri Valley Conference.

McDermott’s situation at Creighton is 
very unique, as Doug McDermott is actual
ly coached by his father, Greg McDermott, 
who has been head coach of the BlueJays 
for the past three years. Because of this 
Doug McDermott is especially obliged to 
play unselfish, team basketball. This is well 
reflected in the BlueJays’ team statistics. 
Creighton is leading the nation in field goal 
percentage at 52%, and seventh in the na
tion in points per game, with 79.0. This is 
indicative of the unselfish brand of basket
ball the team has bought into.

Creighton’s team success has been im
pressive, and has lead to more media atten
tion, but Doug McDermott’s personal suc
cess is truly what puts him head and shoulders 
above the rest of the field. Doug McDermott 
is averaging 24 points and 7.3 rebounds in 
only 31.1 minutes per gam6. McDermott 
is the nation’s secqnd leading scoring, and 
first in points pep 40 minifies. M,cDermott 
does this all as an undersized forward. He 
has been considered a “tw iner” without a

real position. He plays too much like a big 
man to be considered a small forward, and 
a t6-8, he is slightly undersized for the pow
er forward position. This just demonstrates 
how much 
harder McDer
mott works 
than everyone 
else, a senti
ment that has 
been echoed by 
his teammates.

McDermott 
hustles hard ev
ery game, and 
for that reason 
he draws a lot 
of compari
sons to former 
Wooden Award 
winner, Tyler 
Hansborough.
With Creighton 
poised to finish 
out the season 
strong, McDer
mott should 
have a great 
post season, 
boosting his , 
stock during
March Madness as the general public will 
be able to see his unique and potent skill 
set on National Television. Jimmer Fredette 
proved in 2011 that the Wooden Award does 
not always go to the best player in the stron
gest conference. McDermott, based on his 
skill set, statistical greatness, and team suc
cess will again show this to be the case in 
2013.

It seems that a new player has been in the 
NCAA Mens Basketball spotlight each week. 
Which one deserves to be player o f the year?

Kyle and Hailey give you their picks

This season of college basketball has 
been anything but predictable. It seems like 
the number one seed is different every week, 
and upsets are often you can’t keep track.

The same can 
be said for the 
outlook of the 
player of the 
year. At the 
start of the sea
son Indiana’s 
Cody Zeller 
was lead
ing the pack, 
and at times 
Duke’s Mason 
Plumlee seems 
like a shoe-in. 
Both play
ers are still 
in contention 
for the POY 
award come 
seasons end, 
but frontrun- 
ners including 
Michigan’s 
Trey Burke 
and Creigh
ton’s Doug 
McDermott 

are building their cases for the award with 
each game.

Michigan’s Trey Burke is easily the best 
point guard in the nation, and is arguably 
the best player in the nation. He is currently 
leading the number one team in the nation,

(pending the result of the Indiana game)
, with a commanding court presence. Michi
gan’s only loss came with Burke’s worst 
game of the season. He is a leader through 
his dominating play, and his confidence in 
the team.

Burke’s biggest downfall is his lack of 
spectacular numbers. He doesn’t lead the 
nation in points, field-goal percentage or 
rebounds; his stat closest to commanding 
is assists in which he stands at seventh in 
the nation. While his name may not top any 
charts, his game is the all around most solid. 
He puts up consistent numbers each game. 
He averages 17.9 points and 7.1 assists per 
game. His game play reflects an unselfish 
player who uses his strengths to win the 
game, whether that means taking the shot or 
finding the man with the open shot.

Burke’s response to Michigan’s loss to 
Ohio State has shown his resiliency and de
termination to lead his team. A great team 
that continues to show Burke’s skills sur
rounds him. The fact that he is currently on 
the number one team in the nation will only 
help to bring more exposure to his great play 
this year. If he keeps up his level of play the 
remaining two months of the season I think 
we’ll see Michigan continue to dominate. 
And if we see Michigan do well the remain
der of the season, which includes two game 
against Indiana and Michigan State and a 
rematch against Ohio State, I think we can 
consider Burke a top contender for the POY 
award.
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sports
in the numbers 

4-0
The run that the Boston Celtics have gone on since losing 

Rajon Rondo to a torn ACL earlier in the season.Four-time 

All-Star was averaging 13.7 points per game before the 

season-ending injury.

228
The total number of games in a row lost by the California 

Institute of Technology baseball team before they defeated 

Pacifica in the second game of their double-header on Sat

urday. The team had not won a game since Feb. 15,2003.

9:38.68
The new high school indoor 2-mile recbrd. 16-year-old Mary 

Cain set the record on Saturday at the New Balance Indoor 

Grand Prlx. She topped the old record, set by Melody Fair

child in 1991, by over 17 seconds.

soapbox
“ / couldn't be more optimistic about it 
because the game of football has always 
evolved... we’ve made changes to our 
game, to make it safer, to make it more 
exciting, to make it a better game for the 
players, for the fans, and we have done that 
in ,a very calculated fashion.”

—NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell after being asted If he 
would want his child to ptey football In an Interview with 
CBS's "FSce the Nation’  a few hours before the Super Bowl 
on Sunday, from ESPN.com

“ 1/Ve certainly want him back, but like with 
any player, there’s a limit to where we're 

going to go. He’s been a terrific player for 

us, he’s  a fan favorite, he does a lot for our 
franchise, but there is a limit.”

-  New York Giants co-owner John Man about Motor Cruz 
when talking about corrirectewflfi reporter on Saturday. 
MarasakJ that Ha teen Nicks’ contract Is a higher priority, 
horn ESPN.com

Athlete of the Week

Senior Rachel Warrick lead the women's 
basketball team with a combined 32 points this 

week against Virginia Wesleyan and Bridgewater. 
She also tallied nine rebounds and five assists.

ondeck

Gennies upset VaWes
S v  R a i l p v  R i i q ç p IIBy B ailey Russell

S T A F F  W R I T E R

Saturday Jan. 26, the Washington and Lee 
men’s basketball team shot 51.9 percent from 
the field (27-52) to upend Virginia Wesleyan, 
69-68, at the Warner Center. It was the first 
time the Generals beat the Marlins since De
cember 2 , 2 0 0 1 .

The Generals led by one with 4:19 left on 
the clock, before sophomore forward Patrick 
O’Connor-nailed a three-pointer to. up the lead 
to four, 59-55. VWC’s senior point guard Tre 
Ford scored a pair of free throws on the ensu
ing possession to get back with two.

Senior forward J.D. Ey pushed the advan
tage to 61-57 with a layup with 3:20 remain
ing. A couple of free throws by Chris Teasley 
of the Marlins made it a two-point game with 
just under three minutes left to play.

After an offensive rebound by first-year for
ward Andrew Franz, O’Connor nailed a comer 
three while being fouled, and connected a free 
throw to push the lead to six, 65-59, at the 2:40 
mark. Senior'guard Kelton Buchanan then got 
two free throws to give W&L an eight-point

lead (67-59) with 2:18 left in the game.
VWC scored nine of the next 11 points, led 

by a three and a layup by Teasley to get within 
one, 69-68, with 25 seconds left. Then Teas
ley stole the ball as the Gennies attempted 
to break the Marlins’ press with 15 seconds 
left. Teasley looked to have an easy layup to 
steal the lead, but Ey blocked the ball into 
the stands with 13 seconds left on the clock. 
On the final possession the Generals defense 
forced the Marlins into a long three-point at
tempt that missed wide left.

Franz led the Generals, coming close to a 
triple-double. He finished with 18 points (on 
8-of-14 shooting), a career-high eight re
bounds, and.a career-high seven assists.

He clearly followed his motto, “You have to 
tolerate the set-backs,” and came out on top.

“The fans bring a lot of energy to the game, 
and we feed off o f that,” Franz said about the 
victory.

Ey led the team with 20 points and had eight 
rebounds, four assists, three blocks and two

steals. O’Connor added 11 points and tied a 
career-high with six boards.

VWC started out with a 10-2 lead in the first- 
four minutes of the opening half, but W&L 
responded with an 1 1 - 2  run over the next six 
minutés to take a 13-12 lead at the 9:49 mark. 
The two teams went back-and-forth over the 
final 10 minutes of the half, with the Gennies 
taking a 27-26 lead into the break.

Along with their 51.9 percent shooting from 
the floor for the contest, the Generals went 
4-of-ll (36.4 percent) from the three-point 
line and 11-of-16 (6 8 . 8  percent) from the char
ity stripe.

The Marlins out-rebounded W&L, 37-31, 
but the Generals had 19 assists compared to 
eight for VWC.

The victory ended a 23-game losing streak to 
the Marlins, and was the first home win over 
Virginia Wesleyan for the Generals since Jan
uary 2, 2000. It also ended VCW’s six-game 
winning streak dating back to January 5.

First-year Andrew Franz takes a shot 
Courtesy of W&L Sports Information

From the pros to Div. Ill
By Pat M cCarron
S T A F F  W R I T E R

I S

Coach Marc Vártabedian 
Courtesy of W&L Sports Information

Last week, Washington and Lee announced 
the hiring of Marc Vartabedian as assistant 
coach for women’s tennis, ushering in more 
than just a change in W&L’s coaching staff.

Coach Vartabedian has spent much of his 
post-collegian years travelling from city to 
city, and match to match. This is the type of 
life demanded of professional tennis players. 
For two years, Coach Vartabedian played As
sociation of Tennis Professionals (ATP) Pro 
Tour.

Now Coach Vartabedian finds himself coach
ing in small-town Lexington, a sharp contrast 
to his former on-the-go lifestyle.

“[Coaching in Lexington is] definitely a 
change of pace... But it’s nice to settle in one 
location. It’s the first time in two and a half 
years that I’ve been in the same spot. It’s very 
relaxing,” said Coach Vartabedian.

A change of pace it is. From 2011-2012, 
Coach Vartabedian traveled Europe com
peting in professional doubles play, visiting 
France, Italy, Serbia, Poland, Belgium and the 
Netherlands.

Coach Vartabedian’s traveling continued 
into last summer, when he served as the Na
tional Team Coach for Tennis Europe. During 
the tour, he coached nationally-ranked junior 
players as they competed throughout Western 
Europe.

Coach Vartabedian began his coaching ca
reer in 2008 as an instructor with the Southern

California Tennis Academy. The organization 
trains nationally-ranked high school juniors 
and seniors.

Although a first-time collegian-level coach, 
Coach Vartabedian already has considerable 
coaching experience and knowledge from his 
previous positions.

“I learned how to Handle different players 
and game types, because everyone has differ
ent strengths and weaknesses. Coaching is all 
about seeing what a player does well,” said 
Coach Vartabedian.

Despite being new to W&L and perhaps un
used to Lexington’s small community after 
years on the road, Coach Vartabedian already 
feels at home. Recently, he has been working 
the men’s basketball game clock.

This year, the women’s tennis team will 
adopt a new assistant coach. Coach Vartabe
dian has already adopted a new lifestyle.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
B a s e b a l l vs  Rochester 12  and  3  pm

M e n ’ s B a s k e t b a l l vs  E&H 7 pm at R a n do lph  4 :3 0  pm

W o m e n ’ s B a s k e t b a l l vs  E& H  7 pm at Lynchburg  7 pm vs H ollins 2 pm

R i d i n g a t B rid g e w a ter 4 pm at R a n d o lp h / L yn ch b u rg  IH S A S w e e t B ria r IH S A

W o m e n ’ s S w i m m i n g O D AC C ha m pion sh ip s O D AC C ha m pion sh ip s O D AC s

T r a c k L a fa ye tte -R id e r W in te r G a m e s

W r e s t l  i ng vs  R oanoke 4 :3 0  pm at G ettysburg  12  pm


