
November 1990 



'11ie. !Fast Lane 

Bowling Center 

Hwy. 11 North 
Lexington, VA 

464 - 2695 

• 24 Lanes • Color Automatic Scorers 
• Video Arcade • Pool Table • Lounge 

• Snack Bar • Pro Shop 
• Learn to Bowl Classes 

ASHINGTON flND LEE 


SPEOflTO~ 

The Spectator is the student-run newsmagazine on campus offering a forum on today's 
important political and cultural issues, as well as other topics of direct student interest. 

Unlike other student publications, the Spectator is W&L's only publication entirely inde
pendent of the University. We need your support in order to continue this journalistic 
enterprise. Please send in the form below, along with a donation, which will not only bring 
the Spectator to your doorstep, but help bring it to the rest of W&L as well. 

Make checks payable to:Name 

W flSHINQTON flND LEEAddress 
SPECTflTO"City State 

P.0.Box320Zip Code 
Lexington, VA 24450[]$25 []$50 []$100 []$ ___ (703) 464-4683 

SEP 2 4 2010 
November 1990 2 



fiSHINGTON AND LEE 


SPECTflTO~ 
November 1990 The W&L Student Journal of Fact and Opinion 	 Vol. 2, No. 2 

0- ' <. . • , . : . : : • '.·_ ' . . ': ..•·. -~ 

.. . .. :.,·. :r: ., ., . . . . . ·::,.. . . . : .-~ 

Interview 
President John D. Wilson • • • • • . • • • • • . • 9 
by Charles Kranich and Paul ~arde 

~-:-. ·i.·..,.. •. ·~ -~ :::·. 	 · #· ,:- .:.-:,.:,:.'".,. • V.n -:,:.. Z:-' •.Y.v_. ... . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .... 
< .... • •• :-,-,. ·,.· •.,.-: • • • • ., ••• ,. 

Frat Tax 
Tb.e Real Story . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 12 
As Phase I of fraternity Renaissance nears completlon, 
few are aware of the costs and no one ls aware of the 
consequences. 
by J. Cameron Humphries and Charles Kranich 

Essay 
Capitol Punishment 	 17 
The death penalty is currentlyan option for the punish· 
ment of capitol offenses, and should remain so. 
by Clyde Haig 

Cover Photo: What Do These Men Have in 
Common? 

Well, · they were all attacked by Washington and Lee's 
official student newspaper-one gave a beer to a fresh
man, one dirty rushed, one ls president ofa drug house, 
and another perpetuated slavery. The unofficial student 
magazine wishes to state that the above allegations are 
completely unfounded. 

Campus Perspective 
In Defense or Spring Term • • • • • • • • • • • 20 
Dean Elrod has commissioned a new study of Spring 
Term, the second In five yeam, causing the entire Wash
ington and Lee community to reevalute the merits of the 
present calender system. 
by George Nornlkos 

On the Light Side 
Trollscam: The Big Cover-up ••• •• • •• • • 22 
A menace currently haunts the Washington and Lee 
community. Be careful this Halloween. 
by Thomas Gottsegen 

Departments 
Letters . . . . . . . .. . . .. . • .. .. • . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
General Opinion . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
outloud ••• • •• •• • •• •••• • ••.•••••• 23 

November 1990 3 



-ASHINGTON AND LEEW SPECTflTOlt 

Novemberl990 	 Vol.2,No.2 

Editor Paid Lagarde 
Publisher Man:Short 

Production Editor J. t'!!uneron Humphries 
Managing Editor Scott McCoy 

Senior F.ditors 
Chuck Broll Charles Kranich 

George Nomikos Tait North 
Ray Welder 

Graphics A. Christine Hamlet 
AMt. Graphi~ Chuck Erdman 

Christine Will 

Production Managers 
Sean Collins Stacey Colfry 

Jim Gallagher Richard Hill 
Jason Robinson Mark Van Deusen 

Busine.118 Manager John Ebner 
Advertising Will Thomas 

Chip Larkin 
Photography 	 Matthew French 

MichelleJones 
Clayton Kennington 

Law School Clyde Haig 

Contributors 
Evan Balmer, Elise Bryant 

Jeremy Carrol~ Chris Dreibellus 
Nathan Dunn, Matt Felber; 

GregGolden, Scott Kinkead, 
DougLamb, Le& Lewis, 

Brad Martin, Electra Martin, 
John McNeer,Tracy Norman, 
Tom O'Brien, Justin Peterson, 

Art Swift,JamieTucker; 
Claude Williams 

Special thanks to Bill Cooper for 
providinglegal assistance, and to 
Quality Quick Print for providing 
printing and graphics assistance. 

Correction: 
The Lexington Qty car tax, reported 
in the September issue as 5.5%, was 
lowered by the city oouncil to 4.5% 

over the summer. The Spectator 
regrets theerror. 

Dear Spectator: 

In light of the recent eviction of 
three male sophomores from Gaines 
for having a keg in the dorm, there 
shouldbe a re-evaluation of the exces
sive punishment they received and the 
process by which it was imposed. Al
though I am a fraternity brother of the 
three, I have tried .to approach this 
issue as objectively as possible. 

Let me first say that the three stu
dents certainly broke the dormitory 
rules and deserved punishment of 
some sort. But did they deserve evic
tion for having a keg, especiallywhen 
others who have been caught with 
kegs have receiv~d lesser punish
ments? I think not, and believe that the 
university's strong action was based 
upon an unfair judgement on their 
past actions and a bias against frater
nity members. 

First, since they are fraternity mem
bers, the school required them to sign 
a special form which non-Renaissance 
residentsdid not sign. Aside from one 
provision about pro-rated rent for fra
ternity members, the form included 
two other provisions: one which 
stated that violations go directly to the 
Dean (as opposed to the R.A. or SCC), 
and another which granted extraordi
nary latitude to the university in pun
ishing violators of the rules. 

Second, while the students in ques
tion had a past record in the freshman 
dormitories, they had a clean slate so 

far this year. The university unfairly 
justified this extreme action on the 
basis of past conduct, conduct that had 
already been punished. 

Finally, the whole problem in 
dorms that evening arose as a result of 
a misunderstanding with the R.A. The 
R.A. after having warned the students 
twice, told them, "If you have the keg 
out of the dorm by 9:00 o'clock. noth
ingwill come of this." Thekegwasout 

. of the dorm by 9:00 P.M. Yet two days 
later, the students received a call from 
Dean Ruscio concerning the matter. 
Certainly, the lack of professionalism 
on the R.A.'s part contributed to 
students' sincere belief that their ac
tions were not that serious. Of course, 
the deans felt otherwise. 

It seems to me that although only 
the students received punishment, 
blame can be allocated to the deans 
and the R.A. as well. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Lamb 


Editor's note: It is the Spectators pol
icy to print every letter we receive, regard
less of the editorial board's agreement or· 
disagreement with the letter's content 
Due to space limitations, the Spectator 
reserves the right to edit any letter we 
receive. Address all correspondance to the 
following address: 

Washington & Lee Specator 

P.O.Box320 

Lexington, VA 24450 


The Washington and Lee Spectator is independent from any 
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the University orthe student bodyas a whole. The Washington 
and Lee Spectator's existence depends upon the free-enterprise 
system, through advertising, grants, subscriptions, and dona
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reflect the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Washington and Lee Spectator. The Washing
tonand Lee Spectator is published monthly by the C.R.C. (Cam
pus Reporting Committee), inc., a not-for-profit organization, 
P.O. Box 320, Lexington, VA 24450. SUBSCRIPTIONS: The 
Washington and Lee Spectator is distributed free of charge on 
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INION 

Strictly Green 
In an effort to enhance the environ~ 

ment of the dormitories, Dean Ken 
Ruscio dedicated certain Malls in the 
freshman dorms to, well, the environ
ment. The "Green Dean" sent letters 
to the Class of 1994 over the summer 
in order to gauge interest in his exper
iment. After receiving results of the 
inquiry, Dean Ruscio reserved a sec
tion in the first floor of Graham-Lees 
dormitory for men and part of Baker 
dormitory for women who wished to 
take part in this environmental exper
iment. 

While most upperclassmen agree 
that their freshman dorm experience 
was characterized by more than en
ivronmental politics, or any other sin
gle topic, Ruscio and the enlightened. 
masters of Washington Hall are debat
ing whether the "theme hall" concept 
ought to be expanded. Is this a desir
able trend for our campus? 

Although preserving the earth's en

(......., • ' 
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vironment is a worthy cause, the con
cept ofan environmental (or any other 
theme) hall is skewed. The freshman 
dorms provide an atmosphere in 
which students with different ideas 
and backgrounds gather together over 
a pizza or two and discuss issues. The 
dorm experience should serve to 
broaden one's horizon, not simply re
inforce previously held ideas. This is 
not to say thatcampus interest groups 
are bad in and of themselves, but to 
assign rooms based on one's ideas or 
interests defeats one of thepurposes of 
dorm life. 

All of this hall separation is even 
more interesting when one considers 
the administration's past view con
cerning Winter Rush. The primary ar
gument supporting the fraternities' 
move to Winter Rush was that the 
administration's fear that freshmen 
who pledged in the beginning of their 
first semester were denied the natural 
friendships which form as a result of 
the freshman dorm arrangement. The 
same Washington Hall has now insti
tuted a: plan which places students 
into a separate club in the dorms be
fore our current Rush even begins. It 
seems that Washington Hall does not 
mind freshmen assimilating into 
cliques based on ideas, as long as they 
are "correct" ones. Or perhaps the 
University would prefer that fraterni
ties hold Rush during the summer so 
that the dorm assignments couJd be 
based not on political beliefs, but by 
pledge classes. 

Let's hope that this trendy innova
tion fails to survive Spring Teffl'.\. If it 
does then the tum of the century could 
bring a variety of choices to incoming 
freshman: the "Health n' Fitness" 
hall, the "Women's Rugby" hall, the 
"New Age Today" hall, or perhaps a 
hall dedicated to an ideal which is 
quickly becoming lost in the move to
wards modernization and Ivyization 
within our nation's colleges and uni
versities, a "Traditional Liberal Arts 
Education" hall. 

~

~ 

Promises, 

Promises 


America read George Bush's lips 
and liked what it read. Now it seems 
that President Bush wishes that ours 
were a nation of illiterates; it isn't. The 
American people did not elect George 
•no new taxes" Bush because it be
lieved we could tax ourway out of the 
deficit - the spend-liberal Democrats 
had been proving the inefficiency of 
that method for years. We knew that 
the Massachusetts Miracle was no 
miracle at all. Perhaps the citizens in 
the Land of Kennedy had forgotten 
that high taxes kill economic growth, 
but the rest of the nation had not, a:nd 
America catapulted Mr. Bush into his 
mentor's old house by nearly as large 
a margin as Ronald Reagan himself 
enjoyed. But George Bush did not 
learn Reagan's lessons very well, and 
now the American people are about to 
learn theirs: elect a moderate and ex
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pect to receive a moderate increase THEWASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR date-rape victims, but to any sexu
in your taxes. 

Instead of Mr. No New Taxes, 
perhaps we should refer to the presi
dent as Mr. Gallup Poll, for instead of 
establishing policy to acheive goals, 
Mr. Bush does so to attain approval 
ratings. Unlike those preceeding him, 
this President really wants to be your 
friend. But George Bush should know, 
friends don't let friends drive drunk. 
and friends don't let friends raise 
taxes. Americans mafoe more mod
erate in the 90s, but when it comes to 
taxes, most are as consel'Vative as ever. 
George Bush, read the newspapers 
we are not happy. . 

And yet the recent aggression 
against free-enterprise ideas begs one 
to recall the rhetoric of Bush's 1980 
Presidential Campaign. Republicans 
should have been wary. Despite the 
denials in Bush's 1988 "I'm a Conser
vative, too" Campaign, Bush has re
turned to his old position of equating 
free-market economics with "voodoo" 
economics. 

It's time for Americans to realize 
that the real problem on Capital Hill is 
not only the liberal Democrats, but 
politicians who are governed not by 
what their conscience dictates, but by 
self-sel'Ving special interests. 

• 


Pill on the Hill 
The Pro-Choice bias in the media is 

no secret to anyone anymore. Ethan 
Bronner of The Boston Globe, David 
Shaw of the Los Angeles Times, and 
Richard Harwood of The Washington 
Post all have chronicled how the lib
eral press has misrepresented Pro-Life 
arguments. Unfortunately, the Ring
tum Phi has fallen into the very same 
trap. The September 13th issue in
cluded a front page article (advertise
ment?) with the headline "Morning 
AfterPill Prevents Pregnancy." Ifonly 
that were true. 

Ovral, the "morning after pill" de
scribed in the Phi article, is an aborti
facient which terminates, not pre
vents, pregnancy. For all its inaccura
cies the article was correct on one 
sco~: Ovral is currently being dis
pensed in the Washington & Lee infir
mary free of charge and not only with 
the approval of the C?rrent ~dmi~is
tration, but also with UniversttY,. 
funds. 

It isunacceptable for the University 
to promote an abortifacient pill that 
prevents pregnancy only so much that 
it terminates it. In truth and contrary 
to popular misconceptions, Ovr~ is 
administered not only to possible 

ally active student who, in the 
words of a W & L infirmary nurse, 

may have had an "accident." We 
should ask ourselves how a university 
distinguished by its dedication to 
honor, integrity, and virtue can con
done the use of such an abortive pill in 
its own infirmary, especially when 
many in its community vehemently 
oppose its use. 

---+--
Right to Remain 

Silent 
In this day and age of free speech 

and flaming flags, about the only ones 
who do not enjoy all the privileges of 
the Constitution are many of those in
trusted to interpret it traditionalist 
judges. Even before their graduation 
from law school, potential judges have 
been read their Miranda-like rights by 
the liberal Senators on the Judicary 
Committee: "You have the right to 
remain silent, anything you say or 
write can and will be used against you 
in a Senate Confirmation Committee." 

The liberals in the United States 
Senate use a double standard in the 
confirmation process. First, they de
nounce the President for picking judi
cial nominees according to their con
sititutional interpretations, yet when it 
comes time for the Judiciary Commit
tee hearing, Senators vote and act ac
cctrding to their own political "litmus 
test." 

As with the Robert Bork nomina
tion certain Senatprs voted against 
David Souter because he was notwill
ing to advance a certain political 
agenda from the bench of theSupreme 
Court. If the Founding Fathers had 
intended Supreme Court Justices and 
Federal Judges to be arms of the legis
lature, they would have had Congress 
choose the Judicial nominees and not 
the President. Furthermore, if they 
had wanted Justices to represent the 
prevailing public opinion, they would 
have had judges elected by the people 
in a direct election. 

But unfortunately, the liberal Con
gress ~ares little for the Framers' in
tent, and neither dod many of the ac
tivist judges of the past two decades. 
The activist judge is far less concerned 
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with adapting society to the constitu
tion by means of judicial review than 
with adaping the consititution to soci
etyby means of judical activism. 

This emphasis on judical activism 
by the liberal Senators was exempli
fied most clearly with the issue of 
abortion. Not only did many on the 
confirmation committee expect Judge 
Souter to have already made up his 
mind concerning the issue (the last 
thing that Senator Kennedy wants is a 
justice with an open min*), but they 
also expected the justice to promise 
thathe would cast his decision infavor 
of abortion rights. It does, however, 
say a great deal about the respect the 
Senators obviously have for David 
Souter that they would take him at his 
word, because the rest of the nation 
does not believe a word most of the 
Senators say. 

One of the best traits Souter 
posseses is that he genuinely comes 
across as an individual who will de
cide cases only after hearing the argu
ments and after careful reflection. But 
if the current trend continues, the judi
cial nomination process will only get 
worse. Nominees will find them
selves, not unlike Souter, going to 
great lengths to remain "stealth" can
didates. No one, outside of a few 
politicans like Sununu, will know 
whatanynominee standsfor or if they 
even have basic qualifications for the 
position. The liberals in Congress will 
remain deeply suspicious, but totally 
unable to determine if a candidate 
does or does not match their "litmus 
test." Congress will soon become in
consequential in the judicial process, 
which-considering the current state 
of Congress - may not be too bad of 
a compromise at all. 

--+
DATELINE: 


DARTMOUTH 

"Far better it is to dare mighty 

things....than to rank with those poor 
spirits who neither enjoy much nor 
suffer much." So goes a famous quote 
from Teddy Roosevelt which the Dart
mouth Reuiew had, since its inception 
more than ten years ago, always 
printed on its front cover masthead. 
"Had printed" because on front of the 
Review's late September issue, which 

came out the day before Yorn Kippur, 
the motto printed used not the words 
of Roosevelt, but th~ haunting words 
of Adolf Hitler which·read, "By ward
ing off the Jews I am fighting for the 
Lord's work." 

The ensuing storm of outrage and 
then confusion that swept across the 
New Hampshire campus and eventu
ally the country took little time to de
velop. During the past weeks, there 
has been an anti-Review campus peti
tion circulated, a huge "Rally Against 
Hate" (read:Rally Against the Review) 
on Dartmouth commons, and Dart
mouth President ·James 0. Freedman 
haswritten an Op-Ed piece in the New 
York Times denouncingthe Review. At 
the rally, Mr.Freedman-{who spoke at 
W & L's 1990 opening convocation ad
dress), called the Review's cover "an 
act of moral cowardice" and "vicious 
hatred" which he offered, was part of 
a "reprehensible pattern" of "appall
ing bigotry". 

For all his strong words, Mr. 
Freedman's battle cries might be more 
worthwhile and meaningful if the Re
view editors had put the Hitler quote 
on the cover themselves. The editors, 
including editor-in-chief Kevin 
Pritchett, clai~ that they had no 
knowledge that the quote was to be 
printed and say that the credo change 
was sabotage by an outsider or by a 
low-level Review staffer wishing to 
harm the paper. They cite a typo-

Source: Richmond limes-Dispatch 

graphical error and differences in 
typesetting used in the Hitler quote as 
evidence of the paper's innocence and 
as support for the sabotage case. Fur
thermore, the Reuiew has also called 
upon the New Hampshire Attorney 
General to investigate the situation 
and to charge those found guilty. 

Not surprisingly, however, in the 
radical-liberal playground that is· 
Dartmouth under President Freed
man, even the Reviews's response by 
editor Pritchett, "this cancer amongst 
u~, we assure you, will be sought out 
and thoroughly punished", has been 
interpreted by some faculty on the 
campus as 0 troublesome" -hinting, 
asthe Wall Street Journal observes, that 
the statement was "reminiscent of 
Nazi propaganda." This untidy obser
vation becomes even more interesting 
in light of President George Bush's re
cent description of the budget deficit 
as "a cancer gnawing away at· our 
nation's health." Surely noonein Han
over would call George Bush a Nazi. 
But alas, this is Dartmouth, and James 
0. Freedman is president. Even the 
quite certain prospect of the Review's 
innocence seems to have passed by a 
Freedman on the hunt. Asked by the 
Journal if such a revelation would 
make him change his current attitude, 
he responded, "I just haven't thought 
about it." 

To find possible reasons for 
Mr.Freedman's and the tenured 
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radicals' warlike stance and un THE WASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR had, his very explanation might 
willingness to help discover the 
truth about the origins of the horri
ble quote, one must look at 
Freedman's and much of the leftist 
faculty's past tirades against the Re
view and all things reasonable or con
servative. Since Kevin Pritchett, who 
is black, became the Review's editor, 
Mr. Freedman and others have had 
trouble supporting their charges of 
racism at the pap~r. ~ews, blacks, 
women, and Asians have always, in 
fact, been numerous on the Review 
staff. Even the current anti-semitic 
charges come after the Review's sup
port for a Kosher kitchen on campus 
andignorethefactthatonecontribu
tor is the son of Holocaust survivors. 
The truth is probably that the sabotage 
at the paper is the closest thing 
Mr.Freedman has had to a logical ar
gument against the paper and he is 
now simply fanning the dying flames. 
What he in fact doesn't like is a voice 
which criticizes andquestions whathe 
and his sidelings say and do. 

It is also interesting that a national 
Jewish paper, Forward, printed an edi
torial calling the Review "one of 
Israel's defenders against much anti
Israel agitation at Dartmouth." 

The resolution of this controversy 
will serve to show whether Dart
mouthand in particularwhether Pres
ident Freeman can drop their tirade 
against the Review and try to find out 

who planted the Hitler quote. If he 
and the school do not, the case may 
turn out to be, in the words of one 
Dartmouth graduate,• Dartmouth's 
Tawana Brawley case" and Mr. Freed
man, "theAl Sharpton of academia." 

~ 

Deconstructionism 

As its 1990 Shannon-Clark lecturer, 
the English department brought the 
distinguished deconstructionist critic, 
J. Hillis Miller, to W&L. Those fortu
nate enough to hear Mr. Miller - ei
ther at his lecture in Northern Audito
rium or during the ~atat Skylark 
- can recall his reluctance to define 
deconstructionism as anything more 
than "careful reading." 
Deconstructionism has also been de
scribed as a form of critical analysis 
which looks for inconsistencies orcon
tradictions within the text that subvert 
what the text actually appears to say. 
Another source went even further, de
fining deconstructionism as a means 
of discovering or distinguishing what 
something is by first determining 
what it is not. This so, then Mr. Miller 
was wise not to offer an explicit defi
nition for deconstructionism, for if he 

Source: Richmond Times-Dispatch 

well have deconstructed itself. 
The deconstructionists' claim 

that theirs is a new literary criticism, 
while in fact it is nothing other than an 
ancient heresy resurfacing in a differ
ent form. Deconstructionism is the 
latest in a long series of intellectual 
movements designed tosubvert objec
tive truth; it is the 1990' s cult of subjec
tivism. In deconstructionism, like 
subjectivism, the manner in which we 
perceive becomes the focus ofscrutiny 
instead of the object of perception. As 
C.S. Lewis writes, "it is as if we took 
out our eyes to look at them." The 
deconstructionists begin with the 
foundation that there is no foundation 
-noexternal truthsorrealities-and 
instead require that the world be con
structed within a literarywork. In this 
philosophical framework, anything 
goes. Yet possibilities do not concern 
the deconstructionist nearly as much 
as impossibilities and they quickly re
turn us to the distorted setting of Mac
beth, where "nothing is, but what is 
not." 

But in a larger and more important 
sense, the deconstructionists create a 
world in which values and truths are 
"deconstructed" so that they are rele
gated to the description of "personal" 
or "subjective," which, of course, re
ally means that within the 
deconstructionist framework they do 
not exist at all. As Kierkegaard feared 
150 years earlier, deconstructionism 
"leaves everything standing, but cun
ningly empties it of significance." 

Once deconstructionism is seen in 
its nihilistic sense, the fact that one of 
its originators, de Mon, was an 
avowed Nazi who published in excess 
of 200 articles defending anti-semi
tism comes as little surprise. That 
Laurence Tribe, another 
decontructionist, equates a woman's 
pregnacy with "an involuntary servi
tude" comes as not much more of one 
either. 

Fortunately, ideas like 
deconstructionism do not last long. 
Theyhave nofoundation, no structure 
upon which to stand. A philosophy 
which rejects all values, has no value. 
And nations which turn to their cul
ture to find only questions where they 
seek answers, share the fate which is 
ultimately that of the deconstruction
ist- dissipation, dissolution, and dis
intigration. 
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President 

John D. Wilson 


Spectator: Last year in«our graduation speech you said 
that 11Washington and Lee is not simply a University lo
cated in the South, but a Southern University with a na
tional reputation." What exactly did you mean by that? 

President Wilson: Well I mean that I believe ... put it this 
way: you call up theoffice of the chief executive of a major 
corporation in New Yorkand the secretary will say "yes," 
0 no," "no," 11yes." You call up the head ofa corporation in 
Atlanta, you get, 110h Mr. Wilson, I know he's going to be 
heartsicknot tohavebeen able to talk to you on the phone, 
because he's out right now, but I'll tell him and he'll call 
you back at once." And you would hang up feeling pretty 
good about it. That's the difference. In a word there's a 
certain softness of manner and gentility in the South. As 
far as southern tradition goes, as a northerner, I think I can 
appreciate it better than some others .... 

Spectator: President Wilson, you presided over one of 
the greatest changes in this school's history. How do you 
believe that the academic and social atmosphere has 
changed since the advent of coeducation? 

Wilson: Well, I think the faculty actually could answer 
your first comment better than I could. I regret to say I'm 
not teaching and haven't taught at Washington and Lee, 
so I don't have any historical perspective of what has 
happened in the past ten years. .. I think itwouldbe redun
dant to say that the overall quality of men and women 
attending Washington and Lee has improved over these 
years. That shows up in dozens of ways I'm quite sure. 
The faculty has testified that there have always been good 
students at Washington and Lee. But now there are more 
good students and there's more liveliness and, as a conse
quence of it, exchanges in the classroom. Now on the 
social side, I'm not sure I really .. .I'm not a terribly good 
witness there either. You guys could tell me about that. 
My sense is that the all male Washington and Lee took 
advantage of the favored place that it had (vis-a-vis the 
women's colleges), and I might bebold enough to say it in 
rather unattractive way. Young women in the four neigh
boring women's colleges and, of course, Southern Semi
nary would come swinging into Lexington unattached by 
the formality of dating. You know, it wasn't very long ago 
Washington and Lee men would have a date with a Hollins 
gal and then he'd drive to pick her up, bring her to the 
party and get her home right away. This whole scene has 
changed, for better or worse, in the last 20 years with the 
large numbers of young women coming here for par
ties....It is better for young men and women to meet each 
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NJ think that we've had a false economy in the houses. 
We've had cheap room rates, and we've lived in squalor 
as a result of iL" 

other in the less intense social setting provided by the 
Co-op, the Colonnade, the Library, the Book Store, and in 
classrooms in the sense that you don't have this single 
dimension of viewing each other: women are here on 
weekends for social purposes and that's about all. I think 
that now, maybe, you'll have a better chance of coming to 
appreciate each other across these sexual lines as human 
beings with intellectual interests and levels of energy, in
volvement and so on.... 

Spectator. This year W & L went for the first time to a 
60-40 male-female ratio. How soon, or are there plans to 
move that to a 50-50 ratio? 

Wilson: No, the long-range plan committees recom
mended that the University adopt a goal. Ultimately it 
shouldbe 50-50but the Board of Trustees has not adopted 
that recommendation. It has said that, for the foreseeable 
future, we shall be no larger than 1600 undergrads; 1000 
will be men and 600 will be women. I had started out by 
saying we should be 1500 undergrads, 1000 men, 500 
women, by the end of the first ten years - that was the 
recommendation in 1984 when the Board of Trustees first 
adopted co-education. We had 500 women in five years. 
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This last year there were 1600 plus THE WASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR many of our colleges and universi
male applications and 1400 plus fe ties. And so, we put our commit
male applications. I felt that, for ment in our program, and I hope 
ten years, we had an obligation to go through a transition 
period where the all-male organizations would have an 
opportunity to adjust and make transitions. I'm talking 
now about fraternities and I'm talking about athletic 
teams. To go from the 1375 men to 1000 men takes some 
adjustment, and I didn't want to make it automatically 
necessary for any fraternity, for example, to fail.... 

Spectator: The September 23rd edition of The New York 
Times reports that W~an is considering forced integra
tion of women into fraternities. This process is described 
by them as the last phase of the co-education process 
which began 20 years ago. Do you believe that the arrival 
of sororities at W &: Lmeans that this will notbe attempted 
here? 

Wilson: Well I thinkyou can start out by saying that we 
did not share that assumption. The faculty, as a whole, 
were not uniformly happy about the way fraternities were 
beingrun or not run. There was no subject that was more 
frequently brought up in my early years here than the 
deplorable state of the fraternities, and that problem was 
not unique to Washington and Lee. Well, there are two 
ways to solve that: the first is to say that the real problem 
is a group of 19--ye~r old men, usually sophomores, dom
inating a house, tearing it apart, using it as a kind of an 
unregulated playground .... and the other would be to try 
to return fraternities to the style that they used to enjoy in 
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it's successful. 

Spectator: Has there been any discussion about the 
increasing cost for the fraternity members asa result of the 
Fraternity Renaissance program? 

Wilson: You are referring to the cost of room and board? 

Spectator: Well there's the cost of room and board, and 
there's the $400 head tax, and then there are also additional 
costs to be paid for the house mother. 

Wilson: It will be more expensive than it is now for the 
average house; not a whole lot more expensive ... I think 
we've had a false economy in the houses. We've had 
houses that have had no disciplined budgets, thathave not 
properly been putting aside money for renovations and for 
cosmetics and furniture repair and decent management of 
the kitchens. We've had "cheap room rates/ and we've 
lived in squalor as a consequence of that. I think that that 
has to change regardless of who the author of the change 
might be -whether it's the house corporation or the chap
ter members themselves. The head tax - I guess we should 
try together to invent a better term for that - a"surcharge," 
is really an advertised half of the cost of the renovations 
over time. I'm hoping the alumni of the University will set 
aside for the other half of the cost through capital gifts to 
the campaign .... 

Spectator: I know some people have brought up the 
·possibility of a fraternity having an off year and getting a 
very small pledge class. Suppose they just don't have 
enough members to fill up the house. Has the university 
made any provisions to ensure that the houses will remain 
private? 

Wilson: What the University has done is to leave the 
house to the house corporation. The house corporation is 
still the landlord, as it is now, a virtually invisible landlord 
in many houses. As you know, part of the whole Renais
sance program is· to get the house corporation back func
tioning as an active agency. So we will lease to the house 
corporation and it is their responsibility for managing the 
revenues that have to be managed in order to pay for the 
house mother. I am not sure what will happen if a house 
has several bad years and can't fill the house or can't 
manage ... One can presume if you have a capacity of 20 
students and only 15 are able tomove in, those 15 are going 
to have to generate the rent for twenty students. Or the 
membership at large will have to generate enough cash 
flow to meet the obligations of the house. So thatcould get 
sticky, I guess. Given the boundaries of Rush, especially 
this year with more dirty rush ... .l gather from a PiKA I 
talked to the other day that their difficulties with the 
nationals become part of the conversation in Rush. "Join 
them and you won't be in the fraternity next year." That is 
too bad. · 

Spectator: Suppose a Fraternity folds. I know Frank 
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Parsons says that we could have a INTERVIEW Chairman of the SCC, Michael 
French speaking house or a vege
tarian house? 

Wilson: Well, those are remote possibilities. As I recall 
I shuttered as I read it; the specter of these language 
houses all over the place. We want to make the fraternities 
work. We think the base and support for fraternities will 
provide for attractive small group options for living with 
compatible people as long as they don't become socially 
elitist and snobbish. One of the good things about frater
nities at W&L is that almost everybody who wants to 
belongs.... .• _. 

Spectator:Do you think that sororities will get, or ought 
to get, first choice if a house should become available? 

Wilson: I think we ought to be very clear about what 
sororities do or do not want. I should not say "want" 
because it doesn't follow if they want "Tara" reproduced 
somewhere that we could do it... The sororities have a 
clean slate; they are starting not with a problem but a set 
of possibilities. And wewant to be very careful as to how 
we define those possibilities. 

Spectator: In a recent front page article in the Phi enti
tled "White Males Predominate New Faculty Crop," Dean 
Elrod indicated that W &L has "always been guided by the 
principle of hiring the most talented and best person for 
the job," while Professor Simpson argued that "the sce
nario that we will hire only the best qualified regardless of 
whether they are women orblack is a little simplistic." 

Wilson: You're not going to draw me into that contro
versy (laughs). Let them fight each other! ... I don't think 
it is simplistic. I think our obligation is to try to attract the 
healthiest pool of candidates for any one position we can 
possibly attract, and that means working hard to identify 
talented people from all over the country. And then to let 
the best person emerge from the process of evaluation ... 

Spectator: In a letter in the Alumni Magazine, alumnus 
Peter Cimmino wrote about the admissions processes. One 
of his concerns is that mostof ouralumni could not get into 
W&L today with its high SAT average. Does this concern 
you? 

Wilson: I think it is wrong. I don't know what class he 
was in, but we have not reached the SAT average that we 
had in the middle 60s at W&L. The average in 1965 was 
1250, and the class which just entered had an average of 
1245. I don't think most people recognize that. They all 
say, "you know Dean Gilliam would never pay attention 
to qualifications like that; he would just take a good look 
and say, "I like that young man." Baloney! He had the 
highest SAT average in Washington and Lee's history. 

Spectator: What do you think about the Confidential 
Review Committee, especially in light of the free speech 
issue? 

Wilson: The CRC was created at the instigation of the 

Henry '88. (Mike would probably 
say "What do you mean 'instiga

tion,' that is a heavy word"). What Michael said is that 
there are certain matters that come before us [SCC] th.at are 
really awkward - those which have to do with sexual 
relations- and I don't thinkwecan handle that. We don't 
have the confidentially necessary to hear cases in which 
there are private reputations at stake... But then the prob
lem of racial aggression was introduced and became part 
of it, not only here but many, many places. We have been 
blessed - knock on wood - with pretty good -racial 
relations here .... 

My own opinion is that when someone abuses another 
verbally, the best thing is for human beings to step in and 
say, "Look,. this is no way to treat each other.• I do think 
that there are gains and loses in having a judicial process 
todecide upon verbal abuse; maybe you have more to lose 
than to gain when you try to adjudicate that. But that was 
clearly not the opinion of those who first drafted it [CRC] 
and the faculty as a whole which approved it, and thismay 
continue to be the faculty's opinion. If it is, we will do the 
best that we.can to make sure it works sensibly, properly, 
and intelligently. 

Spectator: Thank you very much, President Wilson. 

Thie interview wasconductedbyCharlaKranich and Paul Lagarde 

Special thanks toJim Gallagher and Mark Van Deusen for help ln 
transcribing the inverview; thanks to Richard Hill for typing; and 
thanks to Christine Hamlet and Amanda Stewart for editing. 

November 1990 11 



by J. Cameron Humphries 
& Charles Kranich 

A s Phase I of the Fraternity Renaissance nears comple
tion, fraternities are justbeginning to realize the mag
nitude of its cost. Slightly over one month ago, the 

University finalized its plan to assess each fraternity member 
$400 per year. This NGreek Tax" did not come as a complete 
surprise; fraternities have known from the outset that there 
would be an assessment. Few, however, anticipated the 
amount of the Greek Tax, and no one can possibly predict the 
effects this tax will have on the fraternity system. Because the 
University has not released a detailed cost analysis of the $400 
tax, wecan only estimate the increased cost to fraternity mem
bers. Figures given to the Spectator by the University indicate 
fraternity members, in what the University labels its "sample 
house", will pay $500 more after the Renaissance completion 
than they are currently paying. This figure will increase sig
nificantly for fraternity members living in the house. The 
Sample House resident can expect to pay an additional 29.4% 
in rent after the Renaissance. If it is true, as reported in the 
October 18th Phi article, that costs for some houses will de
crease after the Renaissance, then costs for some fraternity 
members will rise more than the $500. But how much more? 

Among the many changes implemented in the Fraternity 
Renaissance Program is the requirement that each house em
ploy a full time house mother. The current salary for house 
mothers is between $10,000 and $12,000; both the individual 
houses and the University agree with this figure. According to 
the University, however, a Sample House has sixty-four broth
ers. IFC figures indicate that the actual average is closer to 
forty-three members, meaning that brothers in the average 
house will pay an additional $279 for the house mother alone. 
Calculated for Washington and Lee's smallest house, which 
has only twenty brothers, this figure jumps to $600. 

Not surprisingly, this is not the only added fee that the 
houses will incur under the Renaissance Program. 

The $400 Greek Tax, yet another novel cost for fraternity 
members willbe directed towards two purposes. The majority 

J. CameronHumphries is a sophomore from Dallas, Texas. 
Charles Kranich is a senior from Altoona, Pennsylvania. He 
is the Treasurer of the Kappa Sigma fraternity. 
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of the fee, $250-$300, will cover in THEWASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR cost nearly $8.5 million to build. 
surance, utilities, routine mainte Were it filled to capacity (which it 
nance, property taxes, and similar 
costs. The remainder will go directly to the University to 
repay the fraternities' $7 million share of the $13 million 
Renaissance Program. Perhaps, the most interesting as
pect of the $400 fee is not how high it is, but rather how 
low. 

Ofthe $13million spent onthe fraternities in the Renais
sance Program, the University agreed to pay $6 million in 
exchange for the deeds on all of the houses. The remain
der, first estimated at $6 million, but now at least $7 mil
lion, will be repaid bfthe fraternities over a thirty year 
period. Were the University to leave that money in its 
endowmentratherthanloan it tothe fraternities, Washing
ton and Lee could expect, according to the University 
Treasurer, to receive a rate of return near 15%, (the average 
rate of return W&L currently receives on its endowment). 
Thusfraternities are paying, approximately 2% , of the total 
interest they owe the University. In fact, conservatively, 
the lost interest alone will cost the W&L's endowment over 
$500,000 a year. As the final cost of the Renaissance climbs 
higher, the amount of lost interest increases. In addition 
to the$6 million the University gave the program outright, 
W&L stands to lose millions more in interest on lost prin

.cipleinyearstocome. Why, then, is the Universitywilling 
to spend so much money to save the fraternity system? 

Ironically, the University is spending money to save 
money. Compared to the alternatives, if the University 
had to pay the entire $13 million cost of the Renaissance, 
itwouldstill be a bargain. Completed in 1988, Gaines Hall 
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is not), it would sleep about 250 
students. Thus, each bed cost the University $34,000. The 
fraternities, when completed, will sleep 350 fraternity 
members, at a cost of less than $31,500 per bed in 1988 
dollars. Coupled with the fact that fraternity houses also 
include dining facilities, which Gaines does not, the Fra
ternity Renaissance would be a bargain were its price tag 
to rise above the projected $13 million. Put another way, 
should the University replace the fraternities' eating and 
sleeping facilities entirely, the financial cost would easily 
exceed $15 million. No amount of money, however, c~uld 
ever offset the impact that the loss of the fraternity system 
would have on Washington and Lee. 

Although the Fraternity Renaissance will probabl.Y. not 
bankrupt the entire fraternity system, nearly everyone 
from President Wilson down acknowledges some houses 
may fold. During a Spectator interview, Wilson acknowl
edged the possibility that one or two houses might not, for 
whatever reasons, survive in the post-Renaissance period. 
He also denied that the University had any plans not for 
any house which may fold. Unless Washington Hall de
velops some financial aid package to help some fraterni
ties,_ i~ should expect that at least two of the houses will 
fold - probably w:ithin twenty-four months of comple
tion. · 

And consequently, smaller fraternities will have to 
place a disproportionately percentage of their members in 
expensive fraternity housing. [When the renovated 
houses open, each house will be required to fill all of its 
beds.] Twenty-six brothers of Beta Theta Pi, which has one 
of the larger sleeping capacities, will be required to live in 
the house. Considering that the average pledge class is 
only half that size, the fraternity will be forced to place its 
entire sophomore class, a large number of its juniors, and 
its officers in the house. Smaller houses will be required 
to fill upwards of tw~ty places. Unlike in Gaines, va
cancy is not an option. Regardless of whether or not the 
beds are used, the fraternity will be assessed at the same 
price students in Gaines pay, for every room. 

Therefore, while fraternity housing ·may have been a 
bargain in the past, itwill nowbe an expensive luxury. The 
average fraternity member living in the house will soon 
pay, on average, about eighty dollars more permonth than 
he does now. This figure does not seem terribly unfair 
whenconsideringhowmuchbetter thehouses will be after 
renovation. However, while most houses only charge rent 
for nine monthsduring the school year, the University will 
lease the rooms for ten months. The average increase per 
month, combined with an additional month's rent, means 
that fraternity brothers living in the house, will pay an 
additional $920 yearly. Added to the extra $500 which 
every brother pays and this year's freshmen will pay, on 
average, nearly $1500 more per year than the sophomores 
who preceded them. 

Unlike Gaines, the fraternity houses were handed over 
to the University at a cost which is significantly less, on a 
per bed basis, than Gaines cost to construct. If the frater
nity houses offer more facilities than Gaines, it is not 
because they cost Washington and Lee more to construct, 
but because they existed prior to University ownership. 
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Therefore, it is unfair to charge 
fraternites even as much as 
Gaines' residents are charged, 
much less to charge them 20% 
more. 

Moreover, the University will 
consolodate the insurance cover
age, resulting in insurance and 
liability costs that are one-fifth 
what they are now. Additionally, 
the new houses will be far more 
energy efficient after the renova
tions, saving the fraternitifil a sig
nificant amount of money in in
surance and utility costs. In fact, 
along with the requirement of in
creased involvement by the 
house corporations, decreased 
maintanence is probably one of 
the most positive aspects of the 
Fraternity Renaissance - even 
more valuable than the improved 
appearance of the houses. But all 
those savings are negated by the 
necessity of repaying the $7 million "loan" to the Univer
sity. 

Fromanaccountingpointof view, the Fraternity Renais
sance is a lopsided arrangement, slanted heavily in favor 
of the University. Not only have they assumed half the 
responsibility of the total Renaissance cost, but they have 
financed the remainder at interest rates less than the cur
rent inflation rate. If the fraternities retained ownership of 
the houses, this would be quite beneficial to the fraterni
ties. But, when the Renaissance is completed, the Univer
sity will own the house, the land, and all improvements. 
Brothers will be little more than tenants on property they 
are paying the University to take from them. 

Money to supplement the cost of a housemother is being 
directed away from fraternity budgets and into the 
University's endowment. Current developments in the 
Persian Gulf and the Stock Market, which were unforesee
able as recently as four months ago, have added an addi
tional problem to the program. 

The approximate $7 million of University endowments 
set aside for Phase I of the Renaissance is now worth 
between $500,000 and $750,000 less because of the stock 
market drop. The stock market drop has not only affected 
the Renaissance endowments, but limited available cash. 
Since few analysts predict that stocks will regain much, if 
any, of their value in the next two years, this crisis will 
adversly affect the W&L treasury. Furthermore, recession 
may be on the way at the same time the University plans 
to launch its New Capital Improvements campaign. Part 
of the campaign is directed at raising funds to offset the 
University's part of the Renaissance. Mr. Broomall, the 
University treasurer, predicts that, optimistically, this cam
paign will raise no more than $2 million. He cites other 
capital needs, including the "proposed" student center, 
additional scholarships, and endowments for department 
heads which he feels will be "more attractive" causes for 
alumni wishing to donate money to the University. Be
cause the University has invested such a large sum in the 

Originally budgeted at a cost of $11 million, the 
Fraternity Renaissaince is now projected to cost 
at least $13 million 

fraternities, and because it fore"" 
sees little possibility of recouping 
itsexpenditures through the cap
ital improvement campaign, the 
University has an vested finan
cial interest in maintaining frater
nity membership at eighty per
cent of the male population. 
What it does not have is an inter
est in maintaining the · current 
number of houses. Why? . 

The amount of its investment 
that the University receives from 
the fraternity system is deter
mined not by the number of fra
ternities, but by the number of 
fraternity members. Further
more, the University will gain fi 
nancially if one or two of the 
houses faUs because fraternity 
houses do not pay the Greek Tax, 
individual fraternity members 
do. This is not to say the Univer
sity, or that the Fraternity Renais

sance, is designed to reduce the number of fraternities. 
Instead, the Fraternity Renaissance costs will expedite the 
extinction of a few houses, a process also facilitated by a 
declining number of entering freshman men. 

In addition to the financial burden of the housemother, 
the smaller houses have, and will continue to carry dispro
portionate financial burdens because many of their costs 
are fixed. All houses must hire a cook, buy food and 
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provide social activities. Social justifiably raise the sorority rate 
spendingisevenmoreimportant from $100 to $400. This would 
in thepost-Renaissainceenviron not only increase University 
ment when houses must attract Greek revenue, but, by providing 
members or fold since one weak a large percentage of women's 
pledge class could bankrupt a dining facilities, alleviate current 
house. If every house's budget pressure on the University's ex-
differs byonly ten to fifteen thou- isling dining facilities, especially 
sand dollars, while membership the Co-op. 
differs byfifteen to twenty broth- The current controversy sur
ers, small houses-in theeffort to rounding Ncritical probation" 
match the larger hoMses -- would takes on new significance in light 
have to spend in excess of $1000 of this scenario. 
more per member than the larger The Fraternity Renaissance 
houses do. This is $1000 in addi .. was seen as necessary to save the 
tion to the $500 more which they fraternity system from collapse. 
are already paying per member Howev~ caught unaware, some 
because of the housemother and fraternities have signed their 
Greek Tax. Developing a reputa own death sentence, and it seems 
tion for having significantly re . that few, if any, of the fraternities 
duced social activities or for cost- The stage 1a nearly complete, but c:an they afford the have prepared for the cost in
ing signific<!-Iltly mor than other band? creases. Unfortunately, and per-
houses, could bankrupt a broth
erhood in less than a year. When fraternity brothers in the 
smallest few houses return to their new houses to find that 
membership costs hundreds and hundreds more than 
what it costs their friends in other larger houses, they may 
choose not to remain in the fraternity - either because 
they do not want to pay the increase, or more likely, 
because they cannot afford it. Smaller fraternities will be 
faced with reduced activities and opportunities, or else 
dramatically inflated dues. Either will lead to rapid disso
lution. 

Surprisingly, this development favors both the Univer
sity and other houses; in in the post-Renaissaince environ
ment of increased costs, fraternities will need more mem
bers to maintain the level of social activity to which the 
fraternities are accustomed. As long as the number of 
fraternity members remains constant, the University has 
no financial reason to intervene. 

If both the fraternity system and the University will 
benefit from fewer houses, what will happen to the small
est few houses on campus? Unless their national chapters 
step in to save them, they - not unlike any financially 
disadvantaged firm in a free-market-will fail. Ifso, what 
will become of the empty houses? 

While a few administrators talk of an enlightened era of 
Vegetarian Houses and or a series of Janguage houses, the 
current student body would neither support such a 
change, nor would many faculty members, alumni or ad
ministrators. The only other alternative for the structures 
is for the sororities to move in. 

Currently, the administration sincerely denies thatit has 
any such plans for the fraternities, or even that it expects 
more than one or two of the houses to fold. It is exactly 
such a scenario, however, in which two houses fold, which 
is the worst possible scenario the University could face. 
The University could not offer houses to only two sorori
ties; they could, however, offer houses to three sororities, 
and promise the fourth the old Kappa Sigma property. 
Then, the University would not only receive the $400 tax 
from eight hundred fraternity men, but they could also 
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haps tragically, it is possible that 
when many fraternity members return to this University 
and to their old fraternity house as alumni five, ten, or 
fifteen years from now, they may find themselves sur
rounded by women at a pre-game cocktail party. Not too 
unpleasant a thought until those alumni realize that the 
womensurroundingthemarenottheirfraternitybrothers' 
dates, but rather sorority sisters who are unsure why this 
alumnus is in their sorority house. 
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Cri·me and Punishment 


. e have all seen the melodrama prisoner keeps a sweatycool until he laysW
 by Clyde Haig

unfold before our eyes in the eyes on the chair, and then all hell breaks 
black and white movies. A be- loose. What starts asaWorld Class Feder

draggled prisoner is snatched from his cell on death row 
by a couple of brutish looking security guards. The slow 
march to the electric chair begins. The other prisoners peer 
out of their cages in silent awe and audibly gulp as this 
parade passes by their part of the neighborhood. The 
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ation wrestling match with the guards ends in a gut
wrenching pleas for mercy once the prisoner can struggle 
no longer. The chair crew, sullen and stone-faced, looks to 
the executioner. Before the latter throws the switch, the 
camera gives usonelast shotofthehapless, hooded victim. 
A close-up on the hand throwing the switch follows; then 
onto the credits. 

Scenes like this grip me as I am sure they grip you. The 
bottom line is that killing is not pretty. It is more than just 
an ugly thing to witness. It is emotionally disturbing in 
some other strange way: in an evil way, if you will. When 
one observes such a death he may feel intense emotions of 
anger at the perpetrators and sorrow for the victim, leav
ing his stomach in knots. Only the most twisted of sorts 
would not agree that taking the life of another person isan 
intrinsically gruesome act ... under any circumstances. It is 
from this common understanding and agreement (that 
killing someone is inherently loathsome) that we must 
begin examining the death penalty debate. 

Any lasting, substantive argument against the death 
penalty must be somehow built around the foregoing 
notion that it is repugnant (morally and/or religiously) to 
take another human life. Arguments which do not center 
on the inherent injustice of killing most often appeal to the 
basic concept of fairness. These are u the death penalty just 
isn't fair the way it works in America todaf arguments 
and "juries make mistakes" pleas. 

There is a great deal of merit to the "fairness" argu
ments. It simply is not ufair" that you can find you~Jf in 
a prison cell in one state and a pine box in another for 
committing the exact same crime. It obviously is not *fair' 
that a jury finds a man gui1ty for a crime which he did not 
commit. It's not "fair" to keep a prisoner hanging around 
on death row for years and years on end. 

Clyde Haig is a third year law student. 
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Commingled with the fairness THE WASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR Forgiveness does not figure into 
idea is the appeal to economic effi the equation, and it is a mistake to 
ciency. It costs more to execute a 
criminal than it does to keep him in jail for a lifetime. It is 
not "economically efficient" to institute capital punish
ment when it costs the state an average of $1.8 million by 
the time the criminal is executed, compared to $1 million 
tokeep him in jail for a whopping fifty years. Not fair.Not 
economical. These two points are weighty, but ultimately 
not compelling for one obvious reason: fairness and effi
ciency concerns target problems which can be addressed 
and situationswhich•anbe dramatically improved. Con
cerns of fairness and efficiency cannot ultimately hold the 
day in the argument against capital punishment. The im
plication is that if capital punishment were implemented 
fairly and with economic efficiency, we should shine up 
the chair and make sure it is plugged in properly. 

We thus inexorably find ourselves back at the common 
ground: killing is dreadful. Now I ask you not to confuse 
two very separate functions: the role of the individual and 
the role of the State. Depending upon your beliefs and 
convictions, it may be the individual's responsibility to 
forgive. It is most certainly not, however, the role of our 
secular State to forgive those who have wronged its citi

. zens. Among other things, our State exists to protect its 
citizens from internal and external threats, ensuring the 
ongoing safety and security of the citizen. Why was the 
U.S. Constitution ordained andestablished?".. .in Order to 
form a moreperfect Union, establish Justice, insuredomes
tic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general Welfare, and secure the blessings ofLiberty... " 
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unwittingly transpose the duty of 
forgiveness onto the State from the separate and distinct 
province of the individual. . 

It is not the duty of theState to forgive; in fact, the State, 
completely outside the realm ofcapital punishment, man
dateskilling.Somewould go so far as to positthatourState 
actively promotes killing. Though this may be somew_hat 
extreme, it is by no means farfetched to say that the State 
does mandate killing. For what reason? Ideally, it is to 
provide for the security and safety of her citizens, and 
realistically, for lots ofother reasons. As crass as it sounds, 
we live in a country that has and that will continue kill in 
the name of the safety and protection of its citizens' way 
of life. I challenge you to think of any viable governing 
force in history that has not given tacit orovert sanction to 
this type of killing. You will not be able to come up with 
one. 

Now add capital punishment as another example of 
when the State kills. Consider first the interests furthered 
by capital punishment and military-related killing. Then, 
as a side line, consider the relative culpability of the people 
who lose their lives in each instance. The interest furthered 
by military-related killing falls mostly under the rubric of 
"national security." . Unfortunately, this is a slippery con
cept. Often ournation has taken significant military action 
when the threat to our national security has been some
thing less than immediate. Indeed, major action has been 
taken and many lives lost in causes that have had no 
tangible impact on the Jives of most Americans. 

There is no similar "grey area# with the question of 
capital punishment. The people the State executes in this 
arena have given a wonderful demonstration of their lack 
of respect for human life and subsequently dangerous 
threat they pose to the general welfare. A critic may now 
argue: "Wouldn't itbejust as well ifwe locked them up for 
life and kept them out of society?" The simple answer is 
"no". We would still be inflicting these people on the 
prison population, foisting the same danger on them. To 
saywe solve the problemby tossing these murderers injail 
is to delude ourselves, at the expense of a voiceless, unseen 
prison population. 

Another objection may be raised to my comparison: 
"But capital punishment cannot appropriately be con
trasted with military action." Yet, both involve killing in 
the interests ofour citizens' security .. How about the inter
ests purportedly being served? Can the menace posed to 
society by a group of people prone to extreme acts of 
violence and holding little to no regard for human life rise 
to or even exceed the magnitude of the threat presentedby 
certain international crises in which we have been in
volved? The inmate who gets stabbed to death in prison 
would probably answer this question in the affirmative. 
He would say that it is not enough to simply incarcerate 
the cold-blooded killer. In short, once we look at the inter
ests being served, and the magnitude of those interests, 
capital punishment is eyery bit as justified as killing in a 
military setting. Many people do notwantto come to grips 
with this reality. 

Currently there are forty-four inmates on death row in 
Virginia. In the past few weeks, two dozen innocent 

November 1990 18 



f 
s 
< 
s 
{ 

r 
s 
e 
0 
il 
n 

1: 
l 

n 
r
:o 
)f 
;e 

'Y 
:1

1n 
e. 
te 
:r
ts, 
.a 
ps 

in 
nt 

THE WASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR 


Americans servicemen have lost their lives in training maneu
vers associated with "Operation Desert Shield" in the Middle 
East. In the coming months, thousands upon thousands of 
people could go to painful, early graves in that part of the 
world. The killing would take place in the name of our "na
tional security" (some would substitute "higher oil prices" for 
this end). Don't ask whether the State may take human Jife. 
That question has been sufficiently answered. The proper 
question is when should the State take life. I fail to see why the 
lethal risk which the f.irst-.efegree murderer poses to the 0 gen
eral welfare" of American citizens is any less salient than the 
risk posed by some of the international political problems in 
which we have been recently involved. Maybe you simply 
don't like to see someonebeingkilled.Neitherdo I. How I feel 
or how you might feel, however, should have no bearing on 
the State's proper role in this matter. I leave you with some 
very old wisdom on the topic: 

0 Wehave, however, nosympathywith that sicklysentimen
tality that springs into action whenever a criminal is at length 
aboutto suffer for crime. It maybe a sign of a tender heart, but 
it is also a sign of one not under proper regulation. Society 
demands that crime shall be punished and criminals warned, 
and the false humanity that starts and shudderswhen the axe 
ofjusticeis ready to strike, is a dangerous element of the peace 
of society. We have too much of this mercy. It is not true mercy. 
It only looks to the criminal, butwe must insist upon mercy to 
society ... " Eberhart v. State, 47 Ga. 598, 610 (1873). 

TOP TEN.POLICE CITATIONS 
THIS YEAR 

10. "Causing Trouble" 
9. Correcting an officer's English 
8. Teasing an officer of the law about 


driving a golf cart 

7. "Reckless Endangerment" (1-3 miles 

above the posted speed limit) 
6. Looking "Real Suspicious" 
5. Failure to pay the new city bike tax 
4. Erasing chalk mark on tires 
3. Possession of a non-bottled 

carbonated diet beverage in a public 
area between the hours of 1OPM and 
9AM on recognized Shinto holidays in 
a non-leap year (males only) 

2. Referring to Chief Beard as "Dick Miller 
with a badge" 

1. Contributing to a "Town Out of 

Control" 
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CAMPOS PERSPECTIVE 


In Defense of 

·Spring Term 


by George Nomikos though it ts not a #calendar study," the Single sex, coats and ties, kegs, and 
"old George": is spri.ng term the 
next W&L tradition to fall prey to a 

new order? Although its future isby no meanscertain, the 
absence of spring term may soon be another one of those 
traditions which separate the old and the "improved,. 
W&L. Recently, Dean Elrod charged a faculty-dominated 
committee to study the session and make a recommenda
tion concerning itsexistence. The report, due on February 
6 of next year, may have one of three conclusions: (1) to 
maintain spring term as it is, (2) to maintain itwithspecific 
modifications,or (3) to eradicate it entirely. It does not take 
a committee of midwestern deans to figure out its odds of 
survival are less than one in three. 

According to Elrod, this inquiry is the first "systematic 
analysis" of the term in its twenty-one year history. Al-

LEXINGTON 

HARDWARE 

COMPANY 

23 S. Main Street 

Lexington, Virginia 

703-463-2242 

committee's conclusions may have a 
grave effect on the University's schedule. 

In the 1960's, thefaceofhighereducationchanged dramat
ically. One of the only positive changes to come from this 
ten year granola festival and love-in, in the area of so
called educational #reform," was the introduction of the 
January term on campuses all over the nation. Always 
trendy, W&L followed schools nation-wide and intro
duced a similar session here, but at the end of the winter 
term instead of before it. In the past few years, however, 
most colleges abolished their short terms and instituted a 
15-week/15-weeksemester system. Not to be left behind, 
W &Lis considering a similar move. 

The central question the committee must address is, in 
Dean Elrod'swords, "Does this term advance ourquest for 
academic excellence?". The opinions on this question are 
sharply divided, and the o~d al~iances of the ~ciences and 
the Commerce School (anti spnng term) against the Col
lege (pro spring term) no longer hold. In fact, one of the 
science departments vociferously supports the session. 
Various voices argue that spring term does more to hinder 
than to help the educational process. Manycomplain that 
three weeks per term are lost, that the students are not 
making up for the lost time outside of class (because they 
are spending too much time on extracurricular pursuits), 
and that many spring term classes are considerably less 
productive than an additional class in each of the 15-week 
terms wouldbe. 

While the arguments against spring term may be per
suasive, the ones in favor of it are more so. Many, but 
certainly not all, departments have successfully adapted 
to the system and developed useful and rewarding classes. 
The language departments, for example, offer study 
abroad programs which provide many students with a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. Few would have the time 
to spend an entire semester in Europe, especially those not 
majoring in the languages, but many can allocate one of 
thesixweek terms to foreign study. Thus, W &Lis fulfilling 
its mission to provide its students with a truly diverse, 
liberal (but hopefully not leftist) education. 

Similarly, W&L's unique three term calendar affords 
students the occasion to enjoy seminars and internships. 
The politics department has what many consider to be a 

George Nomikos Is a senior from Richmond, Virginia. 
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Spring term offers many students 
the opportunity for internships in 
Washington, D.C. 
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model internship program on Cap THE WASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR the W &L education and they 
itol Hill and in tfie White House. 
Undoubtedly, eliminating the 
short session would deprive many stu
dents outside the politics department of 
such a rewarding experience. Such pro
grams furnish students with an educa
tional experience beyond the classroom, 
different from the formal lecture setting. 
Spring seminars also depart from the tra
ditional teaching methods and provide 
more one on one discussion among stu
dents and faculty. Thi! mdnber of discus
sion courses anystudentwould be able to 
take would be greatly diminished in a 15 
week semester. In a school that prides 
itself on the close relationship between 
student and professor, such seminars 
should be preserved. Seminars develop 
analytical and verbal skills, force a stu
dent to do extensive preparation outside 
class and produce (more or less) lively 
discussion in a refreshing break from the 
furious, though equally important, note 
taking ofmany cla~s. 

Finally, academic pursuits aside,· after 
the rigors of the winter, the spring allows for an active 
student social life. The Foxfield races, fraternity and pri
vate parties and trips to Goshen are an important part of 
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should not be dismissed as idle 
pursuits. Time spent outside the 

classroom develops social skills and 
leadership abilities, without which no 
one can be successful in society. Stu
dents, often too busy to spend much 
time with one another, come together in 
the more relaxed atmosphere of the last 
term, often establishing lasting bonds of 
friendship-a process that should be an 
integral part of anycollege experience. 

Any calendar changes the committee 
may recommend must by approved by 
the faculty, and not vehemently ob
jected to by the board of .. trustees, in 
order to take effect. In 1984, a similar 
committee reported that a majority of 
faculty members wanted to keep spring 
term as it then existed. Apparently, the 
administration did not like this answer, 
and now-five years later-they have 
requested a new one. Hopefully, the 
faculty, however, will reaffirm the 
spring term as a unique element of the 
W&L experience and a unique educa

tional opportunity. Instead of following the current fad, 
W&L should continue to offer a viable alternative to the 
common, megaversity 15 week term. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Editors note: On April 7, 1988, an investigative 
team consisting Sean Connolly, Thomas Gottsegen, 
and Claude Williams attempted to bring the following 
story to light. At the time, Washington & Lee was a 
one-publication University, and so the sleuths went to 
the Ring-tum Phi with the article. Under the pretense 
ofbeingaserious newspaper, the Phi editors refused to 
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These drawings. compiled from 
eye-witness accounts in six 
different sightings, lead experts to 
believe that there are several 
trolls, possibly an entire colony. 

print the piece, consequently endangering our beloved 
Washington and Lee Community, not to mention 
Rockbridge County, if not the entire South. What 
follows is the original masterpiece, reworked by Mr. 
Gottsegan in light of new evidence. 

Last Thursday, our investigative team en
larged this photograph, which seems to pro
vide the first substantial evidence in four

teen years of the existence of a small, but danger
ous hunched beast rumored to inhabit Lexington, 
Virginia. Because it was photographed near the 
concrete footbridge, where it has appeared in vir
tually every reported sighting since 1956, experts 
believe that this creature lives somewhere in the 
vicinity of the bridge. 

Ourinvestigationbegan three years ago in 1987 
when we were contacted by a third year law stu-

Could this be only one of many trolls? 

Drawings by Kevin Nalty 
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the Spring of 1982 involved more 
thanjust another n missing persons" report. She suspected 
that the administration was attempting to cover up the 
disappearance as they refused to comment on the incident. 

The University Proctor, Murph, when confronted with 
the photograph shown here, became noticeably uncom
fortable and defensive. Finally, when repeatedly ques
tioned about the possibility of a troll, Murph exclaimed off 
the record, "Uh, I haven't heard such stories in over ten 
years; it would be better for everyone if no one sees that 
picture." 

Thisprompted further questioning throughout theLex
ington community, which uncovered some rather shock
ing information. Mrs. Diefenthal of South Randolph 
Street, claims that her deceased sister-in-law once saw a 
furrybiped leaping from the bridgewhileshewas walking 
her dog late one afternoon in the Summer of 1956. Dis
playing a Mona Lisa like smile, she assured us that others 
in the community could provide us with further conclu
sive evidence. Then, paradoxically, she refused to answer 
any more questions and abruptly ended the interview. 

Prior to our departure, however, through ingenious 
interrogating techniques learned at the Sgt. Friday School 
ofInterrogation, we discovered a Mrs. Gladys Adkins who 
lived on McDowell Street. Mrs. Adkins, who asked to 
remain unidentified, well remembers talk of a troll living 
in the proximity of the footbridge. In a low voice she 
added that her deceased husband had been forced to qu
ietly retire as a result of "University pressure" after being 
overheard discussing a certain "bridge incident." She re
lated alarming stories of how the University has repeat
edly tried to hide the existence ofthis menace. As shewas 
near death, she refused to cover up for the administration 
anymore. 

later. Results ofthe investigation ho.ve 
yet to be released by the Lexington Police Dqxirtment. 

Upon calling Washington and Lee information for facts 
on this matter, we posed this question to senior Brad Hair: 
"What do you know about the 'troll' under the foot
bridge?" Hair, in anobvious cover up, replied"that bridge 
that goes out to the field? I don't know anything about it, 
exceptwhat you just said." 

Editors note: We recently posed the same question to Brian 
Root, current editor ofthe Phi, who is obviously privy to exten
sive information on the subject. Root, in an attempt to "play 
dumb," indignantly replied, "Excuse me/ This is a very inter-· 
esting question, but you '11 ho.ve to give me at least a month on 
that." He quickly hung up the phone, no doubt in a hurried 
attempt to alertadministrative officials that someone was prying 
into the contents on their secret grievance department files. · 

Since the disappearance of the girl over six year ago, 
everyone has been afraid to comment about the existence 
of a troll. Although no information is currently available 
about the mating habits of trolls, one expert indicated to 
us that "if trolls are at all like rabbits, then you guys could 
be in serious danger." Our photograph only shows one 
troll, however Lexington may be the location of the next 
great troll colony. In any case, it is timethat everyone faced 
up to this rather painful truth. 

Editor's note: The Washington & Lee Spectator, the W&L 
Student Journal of Fact and Opinion is COMPLETELY inde
pendent ofthe University. Un like some publications, the Spec
tator is notafraid to take controversialstands on such important 
issuesas theAdministration's blatant cover-up ofthe troll affair. 
We hope to continue tq provide Washington & Lee with such 
quality journalism andwe tho.nk you for your support. 

Outloud 

After I finished four years at Washington and Lee Uni

versity and went on to graduate school at Yale, I met my 
first Marxists.... 

-Tom Wolfe at a recent party celebrating the 35th 
anniversaryof National Review 

Knowledge ofhuman nature is the beginning and end of 
political education. 

-Henry Adams 

I thought Stalin was a good leader. 
-Gus Hall, chairman Communist Party of the 

U.~.A. 

You have to ho.ve at-least one pervert per show or you 
can't survive out here. 

-Phil Donahue 

Anyman who puts out his hand to stop the movingwave 
ofhistory will get his fingers crushed. 

-Lech Walesa 

A single sentence will sufficefor modern man: Heforni
cated and read the newspapers. 

-Albert Camus 

The trouble with being punctual is that there's no one 
there to appreciate it. 

-Harold Rohme 

It is agood thingfor an uneducated man to read books of 
quotations. 

-Winston Churchill 

A critic is a legless man who teaches running. 

-Channing Pollock 


The liberals can understand everythingexcept the people 
who don't understand them. 

-Lenny Bruce 

dent who led us to believe that the THEWASHINGTON AND LEE SPECTATOR Editor's note: Mrs. Adkins died in 
disappearance of a close friend in a mysterious accident three weeks 
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