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I believe that analysis of counterterrorism efforts in the Triple 
Frontier can be further supplemented by analyzing political 
discourse. This study shows that Argentina, Brazil, and 
Paraguay demonstrate differing values and perceptions of 
national identity which impact political action. 

Further questions to consider include:
! What is the relationship, if any, between societies (local, 

regional, transnational) and the presence of Hezbollah 
in the Triple Frontier?

! What would a complete analysis of the history and 
political discourse of counterterrorism policy add to this 
discussion?

! Would analyzing discourse in native language impact 
analysis?

Hezbollah has, seemingly, shifted its primary focus in the 
Triple Frontier of Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay from 
executing terrorist attacks to fundraising for the 
organization in its entirety. Between 1999 and 2003, 
Hizballah operative, Assad Barakat allegedly transferred 
about $6 million per year to Hezbollah.”1 Though the 
threat might not be violent in nature, fundraising missions 
for the organization supported by illicit activity in the 
region poses a credible threat to regional security.

Regional factors commonly attributed to Hezbollah’s 
presence:
! Different definitions of terrorism
! Limited border control
! Cultural affinity groups 

Political discourse analysis can reveal the relationship, or 
lack thereof, between expressed national values, national 
identity, and regional cooperation. For this reason, I 
propose that analysis of political discourse should be 
used as a method of analyzing counterterrorism efforts in 
the Triple Frontier.
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Argentina Brazil Paraguay
# of 

speeches3
6 3 4

Years 2007-2011 2015-2016 2010-2013
# of words 18,096 8,024 12,014
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