
Mrsc c. M. Wood 
Blandome 

THE STONEWALL JACKSON HOUSE 
8 E. Washington Street 

Lexington, Virginia 24450 

Telephone 703-463-2552 

October 27, 1977 

Lexington, Virginia 24450 

Dear Mrs. Wood: 

Thank you for calling about the Jackson Memorial Window in the 
Presbyterian Church at Roanoke. I have been looking forward to 
seeing it myself, and you have strengthened my determination. We 
should have pictures of it in color for our Jackson House collection. 

I'm sorry the window is in ppor condition. When I visit I'll sug­
gest that the pastor and congregation invite the Lee-Jackson Memorial 
to help with repair EPq>ense. 

• Enclosed is a copy of the newspaper article on the window which Mrs. 
Dooley found in the Jackson House fil es. I'm sure you wil l find it 
interesting. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

.1'2o..1 ... , ,. ~~ M.._.... 

' k!.;ard R. Fletcher 

Encl: Copy of clipping 
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L L D • C I J p ,._ ,i· :!ew n, 1,;n l~ l,ef~rc t.lw rm nnd 1,a ,l (H, Dr • -OW.fin~ vt.Oreu _ aS_LOt .·. • .,¥··,d, l l 8 ..J l)I), rn • Lcx~n.rtMi, v • .. , )_ , • • • • o, -. , , wl}1wt ho 11J•l'nt h111 ch1ldhood. IU!< 

' , -~ C '!( 'n il ~,a11 Jackson~ 1111.t'enta imd lx·<· n r ur,ils in t h(• Sua-
.!Lt. 0 n O r ~ ...,'"- ►t \.., ; . . . day ~opt for colored pCOjJ lc wh icl1 l Ja •lr11on ta ught in the L<'Xing-ton 

I ' J>onN H. E-1 'aE • ..✓t . ; I ?re11bytcriAD Church durlf\C the DK L. L. DOWN NG > h . ... ,, I .... , r ,, . ~ , ::_ ·: . ..,_ . ·ycan . ue aerved a s p ro euor a t the 
· . . • · , ; :) ';' ,. : . \ Virrinia ' Military Inatitute. ·A• a 

Places Memorial Window in Roanoke First . Presbytenan 9iurch· :,,,o, Dr .• owning heard the prni!K.'t 
For Colored. .,. . ·. : >: .. I of the great g-eneral from the lip11 

. · Tbt> Associated Pre111 carried a of t he P,Cople, both white and color­
iitor,y of the event and aa a rcault e_d, ! hrou_ghout ,the communi~y. The , 
Dr. Downing received Jett.en from httle celorcd boy was much 1mprea11- I 
many part.II 'of America and several cd with the a ccou11bi of the ~ife and 
from E ng land commending him _for work o! the great soldier and te:ich­
h is a ppr opr iate and ~utiful tribute :-r, and aa he grew older he came 
to the g a llant Conftderate g eneral. tp regard "Stonewall" Jackson not 

1
. 

t'nls as one · of the grl'.!nteat men, in 
Wa■ Duiirner. history but also as one of the · beat , 

The window ia the central and · I fr iends the colored race ever had. I 
Jargr, :,; l of a croup of three in_ the 
fron t of the building. Dr. Downing Frequent Vis itor. I 

' h · • He frequcntl)• visited Jackson's I himself was the designer, , avmg 
<lrawn a pen sketch from, which the grave in the Lexington cemetery alld I 
t:.rtis t worked out the' -pictu~. The continually_ lamented _the fact that a I 
scene on the glaH la based · on the hero'• restmg placE was mari(¥!u onJy · 

J.&.aUOl('aEOm:. l a!'t- words of Jackson: "Let us cross by a 11imple stone. Early in 'his lite 
Above cut shows the home aa it over the r i,er and rest in the shade he becam.e filled with a desire to 

was when occupied by Stonewall of the t r~s," which are inscribed l;•J-ect _ a monument more worthy of 
Jackson. on a scroll beneath · the picture. _ the illustrious benefactor of the 

colored people of hif town. 
It is a view of the Shenandoah The desire never left him and the ·1 

The following story by Kathleen ; Valley of Virginia with tlia Blue determination to express in some 
Shelor in the Roanoke World-News, ' ~ idge Mountain• : jn the distance. way bis personal appreciation and 
will be of interes t to many Lcxing- There is a meandering stream, wid- g 1,atitude was r 1ekinclled when, as a 
ton people. Dr. Downing has been 8 'Jning a s -it courses itll way toward student .' at Lincoln UniYcrsity, one 
genuous supporter of the Stonewall :.he s ea. · On the left bank is seen a d».r he :read in .. book on Jackson'11 '. 
Jackson Memorial Hospital, having typical Virginia log cabin, in· the life the following incident: j 
11ent $25 some time ago for the door of which · 11t.ands a farmer's . · · During the sa me week that Jack- , 
hospital, and very recently sent an- wi:f8 wi t h milk and delicacies for _the son was -~;ven the name of "Stone--
other donation. sici:, su6 gesting the hospitality for wall'.' by Gen. B ee at the first bat-

which Virginia is known. Near th~ tie of Manassas, it became known in 
The World-News saya: :cabin are tents before which irins i..l'.xington ,that Dr. William s. White, 
Many local -. cont ributors to Confed- a r c s tucked a nd soldiers are engag- then pastor of the Lexington Pres-­

crate memorials in other places ln "'d iii var icu~ camp occupations . u:r tcrian Church, had r ..,(: ,• ;ved :i 

the South arc unaware that Roanoke I n t he fo r eground is ·an officer 's lett er from the ge neral w hose 
has one of unique significance in the t"2 nt with the flaps closed, ..and the :; ra is tes wer e 1::cini; sung h3· t he ·whole 
"Stonewall" Jackson memorial win- famo us " white signal" hanging on countr yside. E x pecting -to h ear s::me 
dew in the Fifth Avenue Presby- the ou ts ide. Platoons appear to be new details of the g r ea t... bat tle and 
ter ian Chu~lored. It was plac- vigilantl:,r scanning the r oads, fi eld!- sor,1eth in6 of h ow J uckson and his 
cd t!icre i 1006 hroug~ the efforts n'.'ld -h ills ides. Across the river is a i-.1c:i had r,,anaged to r.1::.k c l hc stand 
of the Rev. . Downing, who has g-rovc of shade tr~<'s whos :? foliag<' wh :·;h " on t h ,~ m in;J"{' r ishabk ::arne, 
served as pastor of the church for inv ite the weary-worn traveler anti th e people of t he town cn,wued in 
more than thirty years. ;;olJier t c refreshing repose, em: to i t>arn the letter's contents. 

Some of the older residents of !Jlematic oi that "blis sful res t to the T~cy- w ere <lisa r, po in ted , fu r he 
Roanoke recall the widespcad inter- people of God." d id not e ven mention the battle. 
est that was awakened and the news- Other J\temorials.· The m ost irnpor t:in t 1natk.r r efr rred 
paper comment that resulted when . The "Stonewall" Jackson window to was a check for the expense11 of 
the window was ins talled and un- is suppurted by two smaller win- hi s Sunday School J or colored chil­
veiled · after ye81'8 of effort on the dows, rnch of which is also a .mem• d r en, which the, w·titer had endosed 
part 'or the colored minister. orial. Looki~g from the pulpit, th .:- wifo an exp~sio,t of deep r egret 

• ~uncle" Jeff Shields, Jackson's one on 'the right is a memorial to t ha t he had so l011g neglected send-
bodyguard during the War between Col. J. T. L. Prei;ton, for years th '! ing _i~ · 1 

the states, made the chiet addrt's11 on pas tor's Sunday School superintend- .. Dream • Realized. 
that occasion. Other ·speakcns were l TI! at Lexington , Va. The window Af t~r complf'tin;,?' hi ~ - nn1 · >rsi 0 Y . 

, _ the . late Col. S. __ S . _Bri;ioks , _t !_ic l_~w. op th<' lef t is m merf!ory_ ~f. Dr. a n'.J cou!se and !:.cccivJE.~ , h is ord inatio!1 , 

Hf nr! Trout, E._ W. Spe.oo and sey- :vlJJ< Jam~ I. Brown~op, of . 'W~h•tf3 .. a _J':~:_e~u~?:'::·i_::~ .mi~u;~c.r, _ _!) ~ 'io!"'_.,..... otbet" -pretnme~ tf!eM ·at .the .:1\V't QJ&, Pa ., by ~os@" p ray~I's, cou1 ,- iJ , w r. ng a !,;o 1! ' ~ ~ - - . 
"Th l I f> 1• ~ •er h is desire to mak" • . _ciiy. e ocal organizatiori of Con- sel and finan cial aid the m inis ter t on cu nc. icry "'" , . • n e. HH•'-'\ • . 

.J ., 1 ion oi b!S a..i-
yecferate veterans attended the exer- v:as assisted through collen, p ro val at the : s •Jrue persona. express , [ 
cisea in a body, Dr. Drowning was born only a which had bee n CJ' ireticn fo r t:i l nohle Sou, her:1cr 

·,, as Ill no way oampcnL-d and ·w ": :' I 
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I l ·. . 1.(.,:a:r.c ra,;tor cf the RoanoK•' 
c ~--- ~. he conceived the idea of a -~nwcn . . . 

.. 1 ... - ks · n 11 , m r,nai ,:,;- ;;:-:- j r' ::,. :,. :1 -.- w a I J:lC " ' - ' i 
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