Jesus and Revolution

Our century has seen many revolutions, such as
the communist overthrow of the Russian czar in
1917. Political or military coups usher in new centers
of power, always with the promise of ending tyranny
and establishing justice. Rarely is the promise ful-
filled. Fear and greed and lust make a place in the
new group just as it did in the old.

Someone has said, “I invite you to a one person
revolution, the only kind of revolution that is com-
ing.” Until the hearts and minds of people are
changed, one by one, there is no real change. To re-
place one selfish group with another selfish group
produces no utopia.

Jesus came not to overthrow governments or eco-
nomic systems, but to redeem people, one by one. A
person whose direction has been turned from greed
to selflessness, from dishonesty to integrity, from
sloth to industry becomes salt and yeast in society.
The whole is changed because of the one.

As we worship with Jesus in our midst, we are in
the center of the most radical force in the world. Qui-
etly, without armies or intrigue, without fanfare,
Jesus invades this world’s ethics and aesthetics, its
politics and economics, its governments and culture.
Jesus changes people’s hearts, and marches on to
change the world.

Jesus gave to his small group of followers the re-
sponsibility to spread the news that would change
the world. Undaunted by the odds that faced them,
they fanned out to spread the good news of God’s
love in Christ throughout the world. Christ was on
the march. He still is.
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HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

The Negro membenship o4 the Manly Memorial Baptist
Chunch, (except one Nancy) having asked for and obtained
Lettens of dismissal, organized a new church in Lexingfon
on Sunday night, September 22, 1867. A Presbytery consist-
ing of Eldens J. B. Cowen and J. Williams Jones organized
them into the Lexington Agrican Baptist Church. The
membership o4 the new chuich was one hundred and f§442y-two.
They were weld counseled, best wishes extended them, and
a griendly 4eeling prevailed.

Members and friends worshiped approximately iwenty-
five yeans in the §inst church under the Leadership of the
following ministerns: CLergymen Smith, ELLLoXt, Jackson,
Thoy, Barksdale, Howarnd, Moss and Johnson. The Latter
served in the present church.

Brave men necognized the need of a Larger and more
modern edifice. Brother David Humbles Lead a march giving
twenty-five dollans; he was followed by Brotherns Lylburn
Downing, Joe Edmonson, Harvey Harper, Hugh Harvey, Richard

Osboane, Robent Price, Phillip Pryon, and Jefgerson Shields.

This was not the only gift: they were joined by othen
fniends and paid Laborens who dug Zhe foundation for ourn
present church after wornking all day. Many of thein
wives and good wishens held Lanterns and gave them moral
support. Laten came the masons, Mi. Ink Poindexten,

the Moones grom Amherst, Vinginia, and Zhe carpenten,
Mrn. Richand Jones: hence, the church we now worship Lin
became a reality.

Oven eighty years have passed since we have occupied
our present church and one hundred and twenty years as a
group praising oun Maker. The building has been gurnished,
decorated, the Lowen sanctuary has been divided into
classhooms, the parsonage has been built, a Lot on the
cornen of Main and Henry purchased, and numerous other
undentakings achieved. Our work 4s not completed; many
things anre yet to be accomplished.

A Lange number of organizations have been started
and do exist in Finst Baptist. The swrroundings have
been attractive, God's wond has been prockaimed, theregore,
many souls have been won for Christ.

The §ollowing ministers have been privileged Zo Lead
oun conghegation in the present edifice: Reverends
W. T. Johnson, P. S. Lewis, J. W. Lucas, J. Carvwuthenrs,
J. W. Tynes, J. A. Brinkley, S. A. Thuwuston, J. L.
Gonslaves, P. W. Cook, J. W. Goodgame, C. 0. Mitchell,
E. L. Green, P. G. Crawgond, J. Coopen, V. Simms, C. M.
Cofield, J. E. Trotman, L. Rainey, T. Anthony, J. H. Scoik
and J. E. Haouvis.




120th Church Anniversary Commitiee

Sisten Brenda Millern - Chainperson
~ Brother John Douglas

Brothen Wilson Hance

Brother Hughey Johnson, IJn.

‘Sisten Clara Kellen

Sisten Inene Thompéon

We sincernely thank all who helped make

Zhis 120th Church Anndiversary a success. Speciak

Zthanks go to Revenrend Michael Enzlow, Silver Grove
Gospel Chorus of Rustburg, Virnginia, and the Mapel
Street Baptist Church Choirn of Roanoke, Virginia.
We wish you all of God's richest blessings.

\




	WLUColl0294_b01_f053_009a
	WLUColl0294_b01_f053_009b
	WLUColl0294_b01_f053_009c
	WLUColl0294_b01_f053_009d

