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We Comn:rnd You On Your Wonderfu] Prngre~s In Y,our 
86TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

BIERER'S PIIARMACY 
"Yrur Friend]y Dru~gist" -~ 



COMPLIMENTS OF 

Singer Sewing Machine Co. McCOY'S 
OLD VIRGINI:A CURED HAMS 

9 West Nelson Street 
Lexington, Va. 

Phone 926 Lexington, Va. Order One Today 

The ECHO, sponsored by the "We Dit It" Club is dedicated this month 
to the 56th year Dedication and the 86th year Anniversary Celebration. 

The E0ho was dedicated to serve the churches and community for just 
such occasions. We have done the best we could prayerfully to bring you 
the local news in our community and also, give you something worthwhile 
to read. It has been a pleasure to serve you in our small way, hopeing with 
all our hearts we have been of some service. The next three mlJnths the 
ECHO will appear in the Lexington Gazette which has given space to the 
club. We will continue to do our best to serve our churches and comrpunity 
with God as our guide, your prayers and continued encouragements will 
help us overcome the hardships. 

LIFE'S TESTS 

If never a sorrow came to us, and never a care we knew; 

If every hope were realized, and every dream came true; 

If only joy were found. on earth, and no one ever sighed, 

And never a friend proved false to us, and nev,er a loved one died, 

And never a burden bore us down, soul-sick and ,weary, too, 

We'd yearn for te~ts to prove our worth and tasks for us to do. 

Edgar A. Guest 

Our Motto: Do Unto Others As You Would Have Th2m Do Unto You. 
We will practice this Golden Rule though oft times we are 

misunderstood but trusting in God, He will always make a 
way. 

Locust Grove 
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ROUTE 4, LEXINGTON, VA. 
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Owners 
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A Brief History of The First Baptist Church 
LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA 

The History Committee of the First 
Baptist Church, appointed to serve for 
1953 will attempt to give you an idea of 
the beginning of the denomination and 
some of the achi<evements accomplished. 

The First History Committee that we 
have been able to find record of, met in 
our present building March 6, 1905. Bro. 
Johnson A. Pettigrew was Chair:rruan, Bro. 
William L. Price, Clerk, at the meeting. 
Scripture lesson was read from Romans 
8th chapter and prayers were offered by 
Bro. Henry Baker and Bro. Matthew Os­
borne. The first deacons were: Brothers 
Jacob Bowyer, Armsted Holliway, John 
Jones, Jerry Myers, James Pleasants and 
Robert H. Price. The first clerk was Bro. 
John H. Henry; Assistant Clerk, Bro. 
Lylburn Downing. There were fifty-two 
male members and fifty-seven female 
members. 

Morton, the author of the Rockbridge 
County History, published in 1920 states 
that the church was known as the First 

African Baptist Church started September 22, 1867. 
Rev. Smith lead the members as Moses lead the children of Israel. 
Members and friends worshipped approximately thirty years in that 

building. During that time the members purchased the lot our present 
edifice is on. 

The following pastors served in the first bufrding: 
* Rev. Milton Smith _____ 1867-1872 * Rev. W. M. Troy ___________ 1885-1886 
* Rev. G. E. Elliot ________ 1872-1875 * Rev. J. L. Barksdale __ __ 1886-1889 
* Rev. T. T. Jackson _______ 1875-1880 * Dr. W. M. Moss ____________ 1889-1893 
* Dr. S. B. Howard ____ ____ 1880-1885 * Dr. W. I. Johnson ____ ____ 1893-1902 

Rev. Johnson served as raster in both buikLr.g:s . The corner stone of 
our present building was laid during his pastorage. 

* Rev. P. S. Lewis 1902-1906, it was under his administration the 
mortage was lifted. 

Accord,ng to a June issue of the Rockbri:lg2 County News there was 
~ hea,dlin:::, that states: BOND BURNING Monday Night. 

WoJdy Chevrolet 
L 
( Sales 
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People's Super 

Market 

Eales 
Oldsmobile 

Service 
PHONE 275 

J. J. Newberry Co. Fresh Meats - Vegetables 
Groceries and Produce 

PHONE 5 and 995 



RADIO HOSPITAL Acme Print Shop COMPLIMENTS OF Turner's 
TELEVISION JOB PRINTERS ., COMPLIMENTS OF HOUSE OF LOW PRICES Schewel 
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Monday mght May 29, 1905 was an mterestmg occasion at the First . 
~aI?tist church, _the t~m~ set for cel~brating the full li9-uidation of all debts J Lexmgton, Va. Phone 99 9 E. Nelson Lexington, Va 
mc1dent to their bmldmg enterprise. The cong,egat10n now possesses a f, 
modern handsom~ a~ commoilious church, mo~ern in all appcintmen~, -~ 
which cost about $25,000. 

The enterprise was begun nearly twenty y,ears ago, under Dr. G. B. 
Howard, it ,was completed un:'.er Dr. W. T. Johnson's administration. 

A larg,e crowd was present, possibly 1,400 persons; both races enjoyed. 
the affair, Drs. Howard, Moss, and Johnson ex-pas ~ors were present. Dec­
tors James L. Howe, Sr., Charles Manly and Mr. B. E. Vaughan were 
among the gu,ests. The addresses were all in happy vein and emphasized 
the pleasant relation existing between the races. 

Tihe burning of the bonds took place after the speaking. Rev. P. S. 
Lewis pastor and the following bondsmen and trustees had charge of the 
burning: Brothers J 2fferson Anctuson, W. Hayden Holmes, James A. 
Jackson, Parker Pendleton, Johm:on A. Pettigrew and Jefferson Slhields. 

Special music was rendered. ' 
After Rev. P. S. Lewis left our commun:ty the following ministers 

served: 
Rev. J. W. Lucas _____ ______ 1906-1906 

* Rev. J. Carruthers _______ 1907-1908 
Rev. J. W. Tynes ________ 1909-1912 
Dr. J. A. Brinkley _______ 1912-1915 
Rev. S. A. Thurston ___ 1915-1920 
Our present organ was installed 
under his adm.~nstration. 
Rev. N. J. L. Gonsalves 1920-1927 
The parsonage was erected dur­
ing his administration. 

* Rev. P. W. Cook _______ 1927-1930 
The lot on the corner of Main and 
Henry Streets was purchased dur­
ing his administration. 
Rev. J. W. Goodgame ____ 1930-1937 
Rev. C. 0. Mitchell _____ __ 1937-1947 
Tne lntenor of our main auditor­
ium was ·decorated and new carpd 
laid. 
Rev. E. L. Green _________ 1947-1952 
The basement was renovated dur­
ing this administration. 

Rev. P. G. Craw:'.or--1 _ l::i5_-
A new furnace was installed in the fall of 1952 und:::r th2 pre::e:rit 

administration. -
Many souls have be,en saved under our pas~ors. 
It is the desire of our present membersh~p that our pres::nt pastor 

will labor well and his stay will be harmonious. 
Long hours of toil and hard labor have been si;ent over the years 

that we might enjoy an attractive Christian home. 
Mrs. Laura Etta P. Gilmore, Chairman. 

* Deceased 

T'HE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
ANNOUNCING THE SERVICES OF 

The 86th Year Anniversary 

The 56th Year Dedication 
Lexington, Virginia 

APRIL 14TH THRU APRIL 19TH, 1953 

PROGRAM 

TUESDJ:..Y 8:RO P. M. April 14th 
MUSIC -------------------------------------- Choir of Baptist Ohurch, Buena Vista, Va. 
SPEAKER ------------ -------- --------------------------- Rev. G. W. Bolen, Baptist Church 

Pres2nted by Mr. Shedrick Nicholas 

WEDNESDAY 8:30 P. M. April 15th 
MUSIC _______ Choir Randolph Street Methodist Church, Lexington, Va. 
SPEAKER____ Rev. D. W. Williams, Randolph Street Methodist Church 

Presented by Mrs. Alice Moore 

THURSDAY 6:00 P. M. April 16th 
BAZZAR NIGHT: Each Department will sponsor a booth. home cooked food, 
surprise packages, ice cream,, soft drinks and hand ,work will be on sale. 
Come and enjoy a delightful ev,ening. 

SUNDAY 11:00 A. M. April 19th 
MUSIC ---- ------------------ Choir of The First Baptist Church, Lexington, Va. 
SPEAKER ------------ --------------------------- ___________ Rev. P.eter G. Crawford, Pastor 

SUNDAY 3:30 P. M. April 29th 
MUSIC _______________________ Choir of The First Baptist Church, Covington, Va. 
SPEAKER ________ _______ Rev. Marshall F. Robinson, The First Baptist Church, 

Covington, Va. 
Introduced by Mrs. Lauretta Gilmore 

The La•dies Auxilliary of the First Baptist Churc'.h is prayerfully 
aware of our gr,eat heritage, the Christian Church. We humbly pay our Social Hour in LecLure Room following program. All are invited to 
respects to those who labored, that this be made possible. May we ever be attend· 
mindful of our responsibility. ,f~oooooooooooooo~-00000000000000~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~ ~noox757 rn~ffio~2~ i 

~ 
coMPLMENTs oF R. L. Hess and Bro. f 

I cJ<lclai.n... "ll,u1tcn, !Inc... 
Scrvi11g Lexington and Vicinity for 

Three-Quar~ers d ('~ntury 
. -•'..... 

Watchmakers, Jewelers, Silver, 
China and Glass 

121 Eouth \Iain Street 

"' ~ 
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Washinj!ton's Cafe 



Pugh Motors Sales 
De Soto 

Telephone 560 

Plymouth 

107 North Main St. 

Lexington, Virginia 

COMPLE\IEXE O!" 

Rockbridge Motors 

Baptist Church 
The Anniversary and Dedication year of the church is now being ob­

served which will end the third Sunday with a Spring Rally. Each Adult 
member is asked to give $5.00 and each department of the church $25.00. 
All interested persons and friends are asked to take part. 

The Sunday School will observe the 2nd Sunday in May Mo'.her's 
Day along with the Cradle roll day. 

The La'dies Auxilliary is sponsoring Women's Day May 17th. Guest 
speaker will be Mrs. Luella Goff w1ho is president of the Federation clubs 
of the South Eastern District of the United States. Participants from var­
ious churches in the county will take part. The theme: "Women's respon­
sibility in the world today." 

Women's club, Special Day program Sunday, April 26 at 3:30 P. M. 
The Star City Pilgrim Gospel Chours of Roanoke, Virginia. Everyone is 
Welcomed. 

The Training Union is glad indeed, to see scme of its m2mber put on 
the full Armor of God. We welcome all of the new members to our depart­
ment which teaches ,how to become better, rr:12mbers of the church. Sunday 
afternoon at 6 P. M. 

PAST NEWS 
Many things have been happening in our church during the Lenten 

season which resulted in 23 persons being baptised on Easter Sunday. 
Hoping our church will grew stronger with the true spir:t of God. 

' 
A POEM 

WHEN YOU KNOW A FELLOW 

When you get to know a fellow, know his 
joys and know his cares, 

When you've come to under,stand him 
and the burdens that he 1bears, 

When you've learned the fig,ht he's 
making and the troubl8s in his way, 

Then you find that he is different than 
you thought him yesterday. 

You find his faults are trivial and 
there',s not much to blame 

In the brother that you jeered at when 
you only knew h:s name. 

JABO'S 

You are quick to see the blemis:h in the 
distant neighl:or's .style, 

You can point to all his errors and may 
sneer at him the while, 

And your prejudices fatten and your 
hates more violent gr'ow 

As you talk about the failures of the 
man you do not know, 

But when drawn a little closer, and your 
hands and shoulders touch, 

You find the trait,s you hated really 
don't amount to much. 

Edgar A. Gue'st 

OF 

J. Ed. Deaver and Sons, Inc. F. A. Dunn and Sons 
Men and Boy.s' Clothing 

PHONE 25 LEXINGTON, VA. 

Plumbing and Heating Supplies 

Lexington, Virginia 

Methodist Church 
The Randolph Methodist Churc!h has been enjoying many religious 

offerings throughout the past month of March. 

We were host to the Women's Society of Christian Service of Virginia 
Washington District. The president Mrs. R~bert Mi~es, Jr. played a great 
part in making the program a success with services and group meet­
ings held in various departments of the church. Luncheon was serve'd by 
the women, the club an'd leading church men. 

Revival was held from March 23rd through 27th conducted by the 
Rev. Beatrice Baker, pastor of the Methodist Church of Covington, Va. 
The services were very inspirational to all who attended. 

One correction to be made: The Bingo party given by Mrs. Ruth Bar­
bour last month was not given for the Young Wiomen's Interest Grou. 

Closing Thought: 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of Holiness, 

God be merciful unto us and bless us 

Show the light of his countenance 

That Thy may be known upon earth, 

Thy saving health among all nations 

"Let us praise Thee." 

Dry Cleaning, Quality 

Cleaning, Moth Proofing, 

Alterations 

Brown's 
Cleaning Works 

H R_ndolph St., L2xing·to,n, Va. 

Ready To Wear Apparel 

and Dry Goods 

Swink's 
11 E. N e'.son St., Lexington, Va. 

White Front 
Grocery 

"The Friendly Store" 

159 S. MAIN PHONE 79 and 530 

Kenneth Brogan Jimmy Moore 
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