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I NTRODUCTION 

The following study of the Willson-Walker House of Lex­

ington, Virginia, will examine the building through several 

avenues of investigation and documentation. Records located 

in the Rockbridge County Courthouse were used in establishing 

the date of construction, chain of title, and probate inventory 

of the first owner. Pertinent excerpts from these documents 

are found in Appendices A, B, and C. Information gathered from 

books, magazine articles, local newspapers and personal inter­

views afford a brief introduction to some of those who lived in 

the Willson-Walker House. 

These and other sources were most important in allowing the 

architectural description of the structure to be expanded to in­

clude a conjectural reconstruction of the 1820 home of William 

Willson., Measured drawings of the current floor plans of the 

first and second floors were made as · well as possible original 

floor plans. These are found in Appendix D. 

~he Neoclassical Revival temple form of this house in many 

ways reflects the thoughts and feelings, the spirit, of not only 

early provincial Lexington but early 19th C. America as well. 

An increasingly literate and patriotic populace was forming whose, 

enthusiastic citizens, often harried and 
perplexed by the thronging problems that 
surrounded the birth of a new nation, more 
and more turned back to ancient Rome (the 
mother of republics as of empires) and to 
ancient Greece (the country whose greatness 
came through her democratic city states) for 
inspiration and for comfort. Those ancient 
peoples had flowered and prospered; so 
should America. The classic world thus be-

-1-
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came, first, an inspiration; second, a 
refuge; third, a sort of marvelous vision 
of a Golden Age.1 

As will be discussed later, William Willson was apparently a 

well read man and a man of high standing in the community. No 

records have been found which document exactly why he chose 

this new, highly nationalistic style of architecture for his 

residence. One can only surmise that Willson was cognizant of 

the efforts of leaders such as Thomas Jefferson who actively 

promoted the Roman temple as a new architectural form symbol­

ically fit for the new American republic. The rather provin­

cial treatment given some of the classical forms and details, 

especially when compared with Jefferson's Monticello and the 

pavillions of the University of Virginia, is only to be expected 

given Lexington's remoteness and unfamiliarity with classical 

forms. 

Architectural pattern-books played an important role in 

the design and execution of many late 18th and 19th C. homes and 

manor houses. Examples are presented from various pattern-books 

which may have been in Lexington prior to 1820 and available to 

either Willson or to professional builders. John Jordan and 

Samuel Darst were t wo such men who had formed a partnership in 

1815. Jordan' s own home, built in 1818, was certainly one of 

the first Neoclassi cal Revival structures west of the Blue Ridge 

and may well have provided a prototype for the Willson-Walker 

House. This will be discussed more fully in the third section 

of this study. 

A fourth and final look at the house will deal not with its 

-2-



(._ past, but rather with the immediate present and near future. 

The Willson-1'.falker...J~ · an important and vital element of ___.------~,,,.._...-~ "'d,;,.-'t;.,.._ 
the Historic District of downtown Lexington. The character and 
~......... ._ ,.._, ..,,,. .,,,.--.. - .., .C....,& l ~ 

integrity of the streetscape surrounding the house has been 

steadily improving for several years. The role the Willson­

Walker House is to play in furthering this revitalization should 

be of no little concern. The structure is nearing a critical .....__.____________ . .~- --
junction. No action will produce a slow but ever accelerating 

decline in the structural fabric of the building; stabilization 

will produce just that, the static non-involvement of a poten­

tially dynamic building; or a program of restoration, however 

slow and halting at first, could be started. It lies within 

the realm of possibility that a faithful restoration undertaken 

1~ith care and imagination could be fiscally responsible, com­

mercially successful, and would recreate one of Lexington's 

f"~ er buildings. 
-----.:;:.,_ 
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HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Willson-Walker House (Figs. 1 & 2), situated at JO 

North Main Street, Lexington, Virginia, (location #15 of Plate 

1) was built in 1820 by William Willson. The building stands 
~ ..... _____.-,. -~ 

on a portion of lot #18 of the original town grid as it was 

surveyed by James McDowell at the founding of Lexington in 1778. 

Plate 2 shows the plat as it was drawn in 1787. 

A title search was carried back to the purchase of a 

house and lot by William Willson from Dr. Samuel L. Campbell. 

The deed of March 1.3, 1815, DB J-212, states that William Will­

son was at that time residing on the property. Willson, also 

known as Capt. 1,'\J illson, was a prominent merchant of Lexington 

and in 180.3 had been elected treasurer of nearby Washington 

College, a position he held until his death in 1840. 2 Tax re­

cords indicate little activity on the property until 1820 when 

a structure valued at $1450 was erected. This structure would 

have been what is now _!he Wills_Q, - Wa.J:..ker _Hous..§_ . Capt. Willson 

was also postmaster of Lexington during the early 19th C. and 

was said to have "kept his office in a small brick building 

where J. McDadair's dwelling now is.".3 This building may be 

located on an 1889 plat (Plate J) which accompanied a deed found 

in DB 5.3-17.3; and also on an 1845 plat (Plate 4) in which it is 

described as simply the "Back Brick House". One might conject 

that this building was the earlier house on the lot; that when 

Willson moved into his new home of 1820 he turned this smaller 

house into a post office; and after his death in 1840, his wife 
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Fig . 1 

Front Facade 

F i g . 2 

Front Facade 



Historic Lexington 

1. Sloan House (1844-45) and Campbell 
House (1844-45) 

2. The Castle (c. 1790) 
3. Davidson-Tucker House (1888) 
4. Stonewall Jackson House ( 1801) 
5· County Jail ( I 8:rn-41) and ;ul_joini111-: 
huildinp 

6. County Courthouse (1897) 

7. Dold Building (1820, 1826) 
8. Alexander-Withrow Building (c. 1789) 
9. Central Hotel ( 1809-57) 

10. Jacob M. Ruff House (c. 1829) 
11. JohnR11ffllouse(1811) 
12. Sheridan Livery Stahle (1887) 
13. First lbp1is1 Chmrh ( 1 H\)fi) 
14. Troubadour Theatre ( 1853) 

PLATE 1 
~ap of Historic Downtown 

Lexington 

15. Willson-Walker House (1820) V 
16. Washington Street Row (1891) 
17. Bear Building (c. 1828) 
18. Brown House (c. 1840s) 
1 \}· I ,cxi111-:ton Pn:shytcrian Church ( 18,1 : 
~o. Ndson Street Row (late 1800s) 
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(- bought it from the estate and turned it back into a residence. 

The other brick building referred to as "Smalo" (sic.) in the 

1845 plat and as "Store" in the 1889 plat was standing by at 

least 1838 when in a classified advertisement, Willson offers 

a house "with columns and a piazza in front, say 14 by 16 feet; 

and House 36 by 45 feet, covered with zinc; the carpenter's and 

brick work of the best quality; on said lot there is an Ice 

House, Smoke House, Kitchen, Stable and Carriage House --- also, 

t wo other small Brick buildings and an excellent garden". (Plate 5) 

William Willson died in 1840 and the probate inventory 

taken, WB 9-52, gives the indication that Capt. Willson was in­

deed a man of' means. His estate became entangled in a chancery 

cause until a public auction was ordered April 15, 1845. At 

that time Willson's widow, Susan, bought the two smaller brick 

houses and the lot was divided. The "mansion house and lot"4 

was not sold because of insufficient bidding. A second auction 

was held in 1847 and the property sold to James G. Paxton. 

Paxton had been a member of the Board of Visitors of V.M.I., 

1845-1846, and went on to be a member of both the Virginia House 

and Senate before entering the Confederate Army as a Major. 

The property passed to Calvin Mccorkle in 1863, Alexander 

Glasgow in 1868, J .S. LaRowe in 1889, L.D. Hamric in 1906, and -
finally Harry L. Walker in 1911. Shortly after his purchase, 

Q.11. ··- • .,,.-4- .a2 ~ -

Walker made extensive renovations to the exterior facade and 

ground floor to c onvert the building from a residence to a meat 

market and grocery. Walker sold the rear portion of the lot in 

-5-
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1919 and the property assumed the boundries it still possesses. 

Upon Walker's death in 1942, the building was willed to his 

daughter Mrs. C.M. Wood. Mrs. Wood made further modifications ~ ------------------in 1960 and converted the second story into apartments. The 

Willson-Walker House remains in Mrs. Wood's possession and con­

tinues to house a business, the White Column Inn Restaurant, on 

the first floor with apartment rentals on the second floor. 

Appendix A contains the chain of title from 1815 to 1942. 

Also included are tax records of the property from 1813 to 1828, 

(Appendix B) and a partial listing of the 1840 probate inventory 

of the estate of Capt. William Willson. (Appendix C) 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The 1rJillson-Walker House (Figs. 1 & 2) is an excellent 

example of an early neoclassical Revival domestic design, which 

still retains many earlier Federal motifs. The structure is 

basically a side-passage, two-thirds four-over-four rectangle 

oriented gable-end toward the street. The front facade is com­

posed of a moderately pitched, pedimented, frame gable extending 

ten feet from the brick wall with a delicate elliptical pediment 

window centered in a flush, vertical board, wooden tympanum. 

The cornice is carried on a simple cushion frieze supported by 

four elongated giant Tuscan orders of plastered brick resting on 

raised masonry pedestals. 

The front fenestration of the second story (Fig. J) consists 

of three bays1 a central six-over-six double-hung-sash window 

with delicate muntins and thin rail, and two doors. A heavy 

bolection molding forms the exterior surround on this, and all 

other, original windows of the building. All originial window 

sills are simple rectangular wooden members with a slight cham-

fer on the leading edge and pegged at each end to the window 

frame. Flanking this central window are two doors; the top two­

thirds consisting of twelve lights which duplicate the central 

window, and the lowe r third having a wide lock rail and bottom rail 

with t wo square raised panels between. Both door jambs have a 

fine attenuated Federal-style paneling which spans the width of 

the brick wall. The doors, hung on the inner edge of the jamb, 

give access to a full width wooden-floored porch supported by 

-7-
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(4 the four Tuscan columns. The porch has a plastered shallow 

tray ceiling, and is enclosed by a balustrade with a rounded 

handrail supported on plain rectangular balusters. Emphasis 

is given to the central span by two symmetrically placed turned 

newels (Fig. 4). The capitals of the orders (Fig. 5) have an 

abacus set back from the plane of the narrow architrave with a 

simple provincial Tuscan echinus and necking. The porch and 

wall facade appear to be original and in good condition. 

The first story front wall facade is much altered from the 

original (First Floor Plan and First Floor Plan, Restored; Ap­

pendix D). There are now three bays consisting of tvio entrances 

and two windows (Fig. 1). The original entrance bay had, most 

likely, a paneled door flanked by two attenuated vernacular adap­

tations of the Corinthian order. Finely fluted, the shafts rest 

on moderately correct bases, which in turn sit on an awkward 

blocky plinth (Fig. 6). The shafts terminate at the top with 

a necking and carved leaves (Fig. 7) which carry a cornice. The 

' cornice extends out from the capitals and then drops back into 

the wall to frame the doorway (Fig. 8). Above the cornice is a 

fanlight (Fig. 8) which incorporates a delicate heart motif. 

Surrounding the orders and fanlight is a round wooden arch with 

paneled soffit (Fig. 8), and a scotia cross-section with the in­

side edge articulated by a carved rope molding (Fig. 6). Above 

the wooden arch is a brick relieving arch. Also contained in 

the doorway is a transom, now concealed by an exhaust fan (Fig.8). 

The space this transom occupies was created by a lowering of the 

-8-
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( - door during the 1911 renovati on. This lowering also accounts 

for the awkward termination of the Corinthian orders (Fig. 1). 

The current owner, Mrs. C.W. Wood, has a photograph taken 

in 1911 just prior to the renovation. It shows the door in its 

proper place., immediately beneath the cornice. The plinthes 

of the Corinthian orders rest upon what remains of the old door 

sill. The door opened upon a wooden porch which extended out 

the same distance as the one above and tied into the pedestals 

so that the top of the porch floor was about six inches below 

the columns' base (Fig. 9), A balustrade extended around the 

porch and was identical to the upper one, save that the turned 

newels were positioned to the south end of the porch to frame a 

side entry. Brick infill set back several inches spanned be­

t ween the pedestals. By leaving a series of voids, several dia­

mond-shaped air vents were incorporated in the first and third 

spans. Both this infill and the side entry onto the porch were 

of a mid-19th C. origin. 

The extreme height of the porch from the level of the 

sidewalk was a result of the lowering of the street, and con­

sequentially the sidewalk, by the Town of Lexington in the 

early 1850's. This was done in order to ease the transport of 

goods from the canal docks of near-by North River to mid-town. 

Prior t o this time, entrance to the porch would doubtlessly 

have been on axi s with the front door and passage. After the 

lowering , entry was gained by means of steps to the south end 

of the porch, and bricks were used to fill between the now ex-

-9-
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posed foundations of the columns. 

Again from the photograph, one may see that the front 

middle and north bays were composed of windows identical to, 

and centered beneath, the upper central window and north door. 

Ghosts of the t wo jack arches are still visible. These windows, 

as were all other windows visible in the photograph, were 

flanked by louvered blinds, 

In 1911, the balustrade and porch were removed and a new 

porch level, directly accessible to the sidewalk, was formed of 

poured concrete. The main door was lowered and a one-over-one 

double-hung-sash window placed immediately to the south of the 

wooden arch. To the north of the old doorway the porch floor 

was dropped a step. The middle window was removed and a double 

door beneath a glass transom installed. The individual doors 

are of a simple early 20th C. commercial style with one long 

rectangular light over a single wooden panel. The northern win­

dow v,ras removed and a one-over-one double-hung-sash (now es­

sentially fixed) display window installed. 

The south wall fenestration (Fig. 10) consists of three 

windows and a doorway. The t wo upper windows are identical to 

the middle front window, six-over-six double-hung-sash. These 

were probably placed so as to illuminate one upstairs chamber 

and a large upstairs passage (S econd Floor Plan, Restored; Ap­

pendix D). A first story window is centered beneath the south­

east upper window and although covered, is undoubtly similar to 

the others. Ornate cast-iron pintels still remain in the 
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bolection surrounds of these windows. Near ground level and 

off-center of these windows is the remains of a jack arch and 

vrnoden lintel -- the top of a crawl space ventilator since cov­

ered over with earth. Another such ghost in a similar position 

is found on the north wall. The doorway is placed in such a 

fashion that it is unlikely it was ever a window opening and 

certainly not an original door opening. Therefore, it is as­

sumed that this doorway dates from no earlier than 1911 when 

access to the upper quarters needed to be separate from the com­

mercial space of the first floor. 

The rear, or west, wall (Fig. 11) contains the most vernac­

ular treatment of the original wall fenestrations. At present 

it displays a hodge-podge of forms and functions. A typical 

six-over-six double-hung-sash window to the far south and mid­

way up the wall lights the first stair landing. The third stair 

landing has a smaller six-over-six window. Although smaller and 

off-center to the interior stair landing, it was still found 

necessary to notch into the tapered rake board. This awkward 

bit of carpentry is expressed on the interior by having the 

window surround of this same corner disappear ten inches into 

the sloped stair landing ceiling. The top of this window is 

level with the bottom of the Roman bath window, but otherwise 

neither stair well window is oriented to any other feature of 

the wall. 

The Roman bath window (Fig. 12), centered in the brick 

gable, is composed of t wo fan-shaped windows hinged to a center 
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mullion (Fig. lJ). By using t his mullion as a centerline, one 

finds symmetry and balance to the north side of the wall; and 
,-r 

asymmetry, but perhaps a dynamic balance, to the south side. 

To the north are two typical six-over-six windows, with two 

others centered directly beneath on the first story, but hidden 

by later additions and walls. These lower windows differ by 

having fine paneled jambs (Fig. 14), which angle inward slightly 

toward the sash. To the south of the central mullion is another 

second story vrindow (Fig. 11) which although at the same level 

as the others, is more closely set than the first two. The dis­

tance between this third window and the middle, or second, win­

dow is equal to the space between the third window and the first 

stair landing window. The north frame of the third window falls 

(._ directly beneath the southmost point of the Roman bath window 

frame, and beneath the south frame of the third window was cen­

tered the rear door. The rear doorway had an arched frame and 

a fanlight. The available evidence for this is a rounded piece 

of exterior flashing (Fig. 15), and the memory of Mrs. C.M. Wood. 

The door was hinged on the outer surface of the wall and had 

paneled jambs which still exist (Fig. 16). At one time, after 

1845 (Plate 4) and prior to 1889 (Plate J), this doorway may 

have led to a back porch which extended from the back of the 

house to approximately the southeast corner of a still detached 

kitchen. Such an arrangement appears on Grey's New Map of Lex­

ington published in 1877 (Plate 7); a still vacant flashing 

joint exists at what would have been a proper porch roof height; 

-12-



i 
Fig , 13 

- ., Interior ··or Roman 
;\~~ , / f4. q . ' ;1· t ~~ 

Bath W.indow 

Fig , ll~ 
Architrave, Coiner Block, & 

of 1st St9ry Window 



Fi g. 15 
(W) Doorway 



I 
-( 

·.Do rm a, n. 

.G.Stee1 ' 

• 
.r.Cam. 

Stone .. ·-" Ir'. · • W<LU.yac.lu . •. . m,s Iom/J 

T·" PLATE 7 
.,1ap of I Jexin r-; ton ' 1877 

• 

~ 
I'-

~ -

I 
I 
/ 

.. 

·r 

I 
I 

i 
I 



(- and the wall beneath this joint has a fresher appearance as 

though it had been sheltered for a period of time. r 

• ( 

A single story hyphen (Figs. 11 & 17) now connects the 

rear wall of the house and east wall of the kitchen. It may 

have been built as early as 1889, since the plat of Plate 5 

does not show a detached building, but simply one unit. At 

any rate, the hyphen is of two separate parts, the southern 

frame half providing a powder room and bathroom for the restau­

ran t; and an earlier, brick northern part providing access to 

the kitchen through an exterior door. 

The kitchen is a single pile, one-over-one plan, on axis 

with the main house, having a large external chimney at the 

western end and a steeply pitched gable roof (Figs. 17 & 18). 

Windows were smaller and originally six-over-nine double-hung­

sash. There were t wo such windows on the south wall; two small 

four light casement windows on the west gable end; one central 

window on the north wall which originally matched those of the 

south wall, bu t has since been modified with a smaller bottom 

sash; and one central upper window in the east gable-end. An 

off-center doorway was in the lower east wall and a quarter­

turn-with-winders stairway gave access to the upstairs. The 

small upstairs fire place remains intact, but the downs tairs 

c ooking f ireplace i s totally covered. Save for a cha ir-rail 

at window sill height, little of the original flooring or in­

terior remains . Molded brick forms the cornice beneath a metal 

roof (Fi g . 19) . 
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The north wall of the main house (Fig. 18) contains three 

windows which probably conformed with the other windows origi­

nally but which are now considerably smaller. The upper win­

dm,rs, six-over-six double-hung-sash, are placed closely together 

on both sides of v.r hat is thought to be an original upstairs 

wall. They v•ould thus illuminate the interior corner of each 

chamber on that side of the house (Second Floor Plan, Restored; 

Appendix D). One correspo~ding window appears on the first 

story and is a single light, casement window of an obviously 

later date, probably 1911. There has been extensive brickwork 

about all three windows and also about the doorway of the north 

wall. There may have been an original w~ndow siUljlated there in 
I 

the same relative position to the dining room fireplace as the 

other window to the hall fireplace. This doorway could have 

been installed after the 1851 street lowering to provide easier 

ground-level access; or whenever the north end of the hyphen 

was added to provide better access to the kitchen. 

Few details remain intact of the first floor interior 

(First Floor Plan and First Floor Plan, Restored; Appendix D). 

The front half of the passage v1all and hall doorway have been 

removed. All flooring and floor structural systems have been 

removed and the floor lowered. The wall between the dining 

room and hall has been replaced by a non-structural walk-in 

cooler wall. The ceilings have all been lowered, thus covering 

the front and rear fanlights. The south wall window has been 

c overed over and salvage floor boards used to close off the 

-14-



stairway except to an outside · entrance. What had been the 

dining room has been sub-divided into restroom, kitchen, and 

walk-i n cooler. The dining room windows and fireplace have 

been walled over. Only in the bathroom and the crawl space 

above the kitchen may one see the quality of the fluted window 

architrave with its bulls-eye corner blocks and paneled jambs 

(Figs. 14 & 20). The architraves of both front and back doors 

are somewhat different. Here a stylistic Greek order is cre­

ated with block plinth, fluted shaft, bulls-eye capital and 

molding cornice (Figs. 16, 21, & 22). Original raised paneling 

with chair-rail may be seen near the front door (Fig. 22). An 

original panel door, two small panels over two-over-two larger 

panels, still gives access to a closet beneath the stairs. A 

short section of paneling still connects this door to the rear 

door ( Pi g . 16 ). 

The original hall i s now the main lobby of the \rvhi te Column 

I nn Restaurant ( Pi g . 2J). A rubble stone foundation beneath the 

small 19th C. fireplace gives an example of the extent to which 

the floor was lowered (Fi g . 24). Mr s . C. M. Wood recalls that 

prior to the 1911 renovation, both the hall and dining room fire­

places had marble mantels. She also remembers the passage 

having a large wooden arch which would have divided it into an 

entran ce lobby and stair hall. In Mrs. McCulloch' s Stories of 

Ole Lexington, Mrs. McCulloch remembers the "beautiful carving" 

in the Glas gow (Willson-Walker) House and how "all that beautiful 

v• oodwork, I understood, was sold. It was carved by hand, the 
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pillars and the hall and all".5 

On the stairs between the first and second landings, one 

may find sawn step-ends (Fig. 25), fret-work (Fig. 26), and 

raised paneling with a chair-rail (Fig. 27). Simple, but grace­

ful turned newels reminiscent of classical orders, complete with 

entasis (Fig. 28), carry the plain handrail at each landing 

(Fig. 29), The step-ends of the final flight and a half be­

come less complex (Fig. 30), the raised paneling ends at the 

second landing with the chair-rail continuing to the third land­

ing over a very plain board paneling. The architrave and corner 

block of the second story windo~s become slightly less ornate, 
, 

and on the window of the third landing the surround is simply 

mitered (Fig. Jl). Two small turned pendants decorate the bot­

toms of the newel posts on the third stair landing (Fig.32). 

As the result of an apparent miscalculation, the top eight 

inches of the terminal nev,el post is lost through the sloping 

ceiling of the stair well. 

Within the north1.vest chamber was a built-in cupboard which 

still retains one of its original doors, again the two-over-two­

over-two motif of the larger paneled doors (Fig. 33). Only one 

other original paneled door was found in place on the second floor. 

The attic consists of three roughly equal rooms divided by 

beaded, vertical pine board walls with batten doors. Each room 

has knee-walls, sloped sides, and a low flat ceiling (Fig. 34). 

Entrance is gained by a low door advanced slightly into the room 

from the plane of the knee-wall and several steps above the third 
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stair landing . All original p laster is over split-board lath 

( Fig. 35). The front pediment window and Roman bath window may 

be clearly examined ( Figs . 13, 36, & 37). Prior to a 1975 re­

roofing , a single, orir,inal dormer on the south face of the roof 

gave light a~d ventilation to the middle attic room. The three 

inch common rafters are mortised and tenoned and pegged at the 

peak. These rafter s carry wide pine boards of the sub-roof 

an d terminate at a false plate carried on the floor joist ends 

which are ang l e d to continue the pitch of the roof. No evidence 

was available to determine i~ , the attic space had once been used 

as a living quarters . 

The roof c overing on both the main house and kitchen is 

metal and has b e en s o on the main house sin ce at least 18J8 

(,_ ( refer to Plate 5). Two tall narrow chimneys rise from within 

the north brick wall. There were certainly t wo fireplaces on 

the lower floor and from tne probate inventory one assumes two 

fireplaces on the second floor. The photo graph of 1911 also 

shows a chimney and the single dormer rising above the south­

eastern roofline. ~ o trace now remains, both ori ginal elements 

having b e en removed during the re-roofing . 

The brick of the front facade : i s laid in Flemi s h bond with 

the back and side walls in four course American bond. The 

fitst story walls ar e t welve inches thick, decreasing to eight 

i n ches thick for the second story. All walls are laid on a 

s i xteen to ei ghteen inch limestone rubble foundation. The front 

wall has been painted many times so any orig inal decorative work 
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with glazed headers is impossible to discern. All brick is 

hand made with molded brick being used only as a simple cornice 

at the eves of both the main house and kitchen (Fig. 19). The 

brick was originally laid in a typically soft burnt lime and 

sand mortar in a competent fashion, and the joints penciled. 

Glazed headers are scattered about in usually the upper third 

of the walls with no apparent decorative devices attempted. 
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POSSIBLE SOURCES OF DESIGN AND DETAIL 

The ~ ESD o:[_ _the ~]:.§Sm .. ::};£ .. alker House is one which was 

becoming very popular in the early 19th C., that of the Neo­

classical Revival. The clarity of the High and Late Georgian 

designs and the sophistication of the Federal style had given 

way to a desire of the new country to find its own national 

style of architecture. As in all architectural styles, the 

forms of the ne' were not totally embraced nor the forms of 

the old totally discarded. 

A specific source of the style and detailing of the Will-

son-Walker House v.rould be impossible to pinpoint. However, - -- ,'.,,"""""'- ,,. ..... 

there are two areas worthy of exploration: late 13th C. and 

early 19th C . pattern-books which may have been used by Capt. 

Willson to design his own house and supervise its construction; 

or the availability of Lexington builder-architects such as the 

team of John Jordan and Samuel Darst. 

Capt. \1J ills on, obviously a capable man, was a successful 

merchant, postmaster of Lexington, and Treasurer of Washington 

College for thirty-seven years. He was also a very well read 

man. His probate inventory lists ten volumes of Shakespeare 

in his personal library at the time of his death in 1840. 

Willson was also a member of the "Lexington Library Company" 

and was record ed present at the earliest known meeting in 1801. 6 

This Company spen t the sizable sum of $150 the first year to 

acquire books and continued adding to their collection for the 

next t 11.1 enty years. At that point the Company dissolved and 
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many of the volumes were bought by another Lexington organiza­

tion, The Franklin Society.? 

The Franklin Society, or as it was incorporated in 1816, 

"The Franklin Society and Library Company"8 was begun about 

1800 or possibly as early as 1795, operating under various 

names until, "In August, 1811, by overwhelming vote the members 

adopted the name of America's greatest diplomat, Benjamin Frank­

lin. The name suggests usefulness, seriousness, intellectuality, 

and above all, 'patriotism ... 9 Al though primarily a debating 

society, The Franklin Society also gave a great deal of energy 

to literary and s cientific pursuits. Books were donated to the 

society by members and friends until in 181J thirty-eight vol­

umes were purchased. During a period from about 1811 to the 

early 1820's these books of the Franklin Society were kept in 

the hatter's shop of Mr. John Ruff.lo This shop happened to be 

just across Main Street from the residence of William Willson. 

Capt. l1lillson may or may not have been a member of the Franklin 

Society, but one might imagine that he did have access to the 

libary across the street, as well as to the library of his own 

Lexington Library Company. A catalog of the volumes contained 

in these t wo libraries prior to 1820 has not been located. 

However, Ow en Biddle's Young Carpenter's Assistant (1810) is 

known to have been in Lexingt on about this time. 11 

The following are plates from publications which Capt. 

Willson may have seen and which may have influenced his choice 

in the motifs, design and details of his home; 
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Batty Langley in The Builder's Director, 1751, gave help-

ful hints in Plate 8 on making proper pediments; in Plate 9 on 

a proper Corinthian capital, although Fig. 7 shows little evi­

dence of it being followed; in Plate 10 on how to produce a 

cavette such as that used in the wooden arch (Fig. 6) and the 

cornice above ( Fig. 7); and a much simplified Tuscan order is 

given in Plate 11. 

Abraham Swan in his The British Architect of 1758, shows 

the Tuscan ordef in great detail in Plates 12 and lJ (Figs. 5 

& 9); the Coririthian order in Plate 14 (Figs. 6 & 7) i as well 

as how to flute the shaft in Plate 15. 
( ':i>ao'r) 

Charles Bullfinch, working out of Boston in the late 13th 

C. and early 19th C. helped to popularize the attenuated delicate 

Federal tabernacle doorways with rich round-headed fanlights. 

Plates 16, 17, and 18 are examples of such doorways. Etchings 

or engravings of doorways like this may have made their way 

into publications that reached Lexington. 

An associate of Bullfinch Asher Benjamin, was a prolific 

American pattern-book author. Elements found both in his works 

and in the 1~Jillson-t"1 aJ.:keJ:'_. l:Lo,use ~are the following: The six -· 
panel door from Plate 19 and Fig. JJ; the six-over-six double­

hung-sash window of Plate 20 and Fig. J; the top of the newel 

from Plate 21 and Fig. 28 are all from The Country Builder's 

Assistant, 1805. The six-over-six window and paneled jamb of 

Plate 22 and Fi gs . 14 & 16; modified Corinthian capital of Plate 

23 and Fig. 7; water leaf of Plate 24 and Fig. 7; newel of Plate 
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T U J~ C .A N Orr/er. 

ANY Height being given for this Ordllr, 

Let it be divided into nine equal Parts, as is 
ihcwn up the Side of the Column. 

Then, one of thcfo Parts is the Diamete·r of tho 
Column at its Bafe; fcvcn Parts arc given to the 
Shaft, or Dody of the Column, including the l?aji 

, and Capital; a~nd two to its Entablature, which 
includes the Architrave, Freeze, and Cornice. 

-( 

-( 

Having found the Diameter of the Column at 
its Bafe, 

Let it be divided into four cqnal Parts, as :n 
PLATE II. Then divide one of thefc into twelve, 
which is done thus; 

Take the Extent of one of thcfc four Parts, 
and fot it from A to B; then fet your Compaffcs at 
Pleafure, and run twelve Divifions,as oa the Line 
B C; from the Extent of thefc Divifions draw a 
Line to A ; when thcfe Divifions are fquared up 
from the Bafe Line, that is, drawing the Perpen­
diculars I, 2, 3, &c. your Scale is made, and the 
Line A B is di vjded in to twel vc equal Parts; as 
would eafil y appear by drawing Parallels from each 
of thcfo Perpendiculars to A B. 
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T o P iz o J> o R T 1 o N the 

CORIN T 1-I I AN Order. 

( ~ ANY H~ight being given for this Order, 
i 

Let it be divided into twelve equal Parts, as is 
ihewn up the Side of the Colttmn. 

One of them is the Diameter of the Column at 
the Rafe; Ten Parts are given to the Shaft, in­
cluding the Baje and Capital; and two to the En­
tablature. 

The Capital in this Order is one 'Diameter and 
" fix th Part. 

This PLATE alfo exhibits another Cornice larger 
than that fixed to the Profile, but yet is not near fo 
large, as that which Vignola has given to his Co­
rinthian. 

1 'Tis not ncccffary to foy any more of the Propor-
' ( . tions, the Mcafures,beingfct to the refpecl:ive Parts. 

I PLATE :XII. Shews the different Parts of 
j ' the Capital. 

FIG. I. Shews the Pieces glued upon the Di­
agonql. 

Fie. II. Shews the Ca,oital viewed Angle-ways, 
with Part of the naked Bell of the Cap. 

FIG. III. Rcprcfcnts the Body of the Capital, 
with fome of the Blocks v.lucd on; FIG. II, at 
the upper Corner to the Left fhows how rnuch the 
Capital fhould taper, at each Side, fince feven and 
ari Half on the other Side is fcarce fufficien t for the 
Plan of the Abacus . 

. F1a. IV. Shews the Capital, with all the Mea­
fures of the Height; vVidth, and Projection fot to 
every Part. 

PLATE 14 
Corinthian Order 
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Doric Hall 
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Paneled Doors and Mold ing s 
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25 and Fig. 28; Tuscan order of Plate 26 and Figs. 5 & 9; and 

examples of fashionable six paneled doors and fanlights of Plate 

27 are all from The American Builder's Companion, 1806. The 

The newel of Plate 28 and Fig. 4; and examples of doorways from 

Plate 29 are from The Rudiments of Architecture, 1814. 

And finally Ow en Biddle's The Young Carpenter's Assistant, 

1810, v1hich was in Lexington, has the cavette and newel of Plate 

JO and Figs. 6, 7, & 4; the method of treating a handrail and 

step-ends of Plate Jl and Figs. 29 & 25; and an excellent ex­

ample of a tabernacle doorway in Plate J2. 

The other likely, and far more probable, source for the 

design and detailing, however provincial, of the Neoclassical 

Revival the Willson-Walker House is in the personage 

of John Jordan. Jordan came to Lexington around 1800 at the --. --- . _ _...., 

age of twenty-three and was soon working as 1a brickmaker and 

bricklayer. Some have credited the brickwork of Mulberry Hill 

(c. 1801), a late Georgian style house just outside of Lexington, 

to Jordan. 12 By late 1805, correspondence between Jordan and 

Thomas Jefferson shows that Jordan had just completed some brick­

work at Monticello. Here Jordan would have had a chance to ob­

serve such Jeffersonian design features as the round arches 

with fanli ghts of the east entrance (Plate JJ); the classical 

Tuscan temple portico of the front entrance (Plate J4); or the 

simple carved step-ends and newel pendant of a stairway at 

Monticello (Plate 35 and Figs. JO & J2). 

In 1811, Jordan joined the Rockbridge county militia and 
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PLATE 35 
Stairway at Mo nticello 



(,_ served in eastern Virginia. \.l,ihile near Richmond he may well 

have taken the opportunity to see Jefferson's Neoclassical 

state capital. 

Somewhat later, during the initial construction of the 

lav•m of the University of Virginia, Jordan was "a frequent 

visitor at Belmont, a country home near Charlottesville, then 

owned by his brother-in-law, John Winn III." 13 No record is 

available that Jordan was actually involved with the building 

of the campus. However, he was certainly aware of the devel­

opments there. Judge Archibald Stuart of Staunton in a letter 

of r.narch 9, 1819, to Thomas Jefferson accuses Jordan and his 

business partner Samuel Darst of "conspiring to monoplize the 

brickwork contracts for the building of the University of Vir­

ginia."14 

Jordan had obviously taken a great liking to the Roman 

temple forms being promoted by Jefferson. This influence may 

be clearly seen in Jordan's own Lexington home of Stono (Plate 

36), built in 1818 and said to be "the earliest verified Neo­

classical structure west of the Blue Ridge."15 It has a Roman 

temple form with tall slender Tuscan orders, double balustraded 

porches, graceful pediment window, and delicate fanlight over 

the entrance. Jordan and Darst later built Beaumont (Plate 37) 

in 1824 which again has elongated Tuscan orders and double bal­

ustraded porches. Also, in 1824, they built Washington Hall 

for 1:'J ashington College. A conjectural drawing of the original 

appearance (Plate JS) sh~vs similar Tuscan orders and a second 
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PLATE 37 
Beaumont 

209 . 1-lumphreys's conjectural drawings of the original ;1ppearancc and floor plan 
of the center building 
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: ( - story porch with balustrade. 

No record has been found linking the firm of Jordan and 

.Da.r:s.t_ to_ the_ W_illson-1:Jalker lfo l;l§.§ . There i ~ howeve[ , str on g_,, 

~ antial evidence .:..... Jordan was familiar with the work at 

the University of Virg inia. Pavillion IV (Fig. J8) may have 

provided a model for both Stano and the Wills g_~-W~ l_k ~_:r Hou~~ . 

Details such a s the Roman bath windows of Pavillion VI {Fig. 

39), Pavillion VII (Fig . 40)1 and Pavillion X (Fig. 41) may 

have provided ideas f .9,r _the~ gabl~ _ wing.ows o.f_ t h~ Wt~,lson-Walk~ 

House, The 1820 date of the house falling between Stano of 

1818, and Beaumont/Washington Hall of 1824; together with a 
~ .. , .. ~:t 

remarkable simila~ity of motifs used in all four s±~QG.:.t~as""""' 
r al< _.... ;r,. 

in the building of the Willson-Walker House. ~--...,..,.....----· ,.--
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Fig. JS 
Pavillion lV, Univ. of Va. 

Fig . 39 
Roman Bath Window 

Pavillion VI, Univ. of 



r;-ig. 4o 
Roman Bath Window 

Pavillion VII, Univ. of 

Fir,. 41 
Bath Window 
X, Univ. of 



r 
A RESTORATI GN CRITIQUE 

Potential restoration of the Willson-Walker House should -------- -
be considered with attention given to the original and cur­

rent fabric of the building; the adaptive possibilities the 

building holds; and its place in the streetscape of North Main. 

The most pressing need of the Willson-Wa_lker House is an -- -
J_mmedia_!; e Erogram _of stabilization. In places deterioration 

of the mortar has progressed to such a point that the struc­

tural integrity of the wall is in jeopardy, This is the case 

of the southwest corner of the building as seen in Fig. 42. 

Remedial action here would be to stabilize the wall; dig about 

the foundation and repair the footing, or install a more solid 

footing; relay the brick in an appropriate manner with a prop­

er lime mortar; and insure that downspouts are properly instal­

led and functioning. 

In the front of the building, to the south side of the 

fanlight, one may see evidence of the reFiving brick arch work­

ing itself out of the wall (Fig. 4J). This is probably due to 

an accelerated movement of this section of the wall perhaps 

caused by increased and abusive usage of the door during the 

building's commercial life, combined with removal of solid sup­

port beneath the arch. Immediate, but short ranged, action 

would be a competent job of repainting the arch, A permanent 

solution would be removal of the window and replacing the wall; 

or at the very least installing a steel plate beneath the arch 

at the springing line with a steel support incorporated into 
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the window frame to carry the l oad to solid masonry. 

At the rear of the kitchen is a large massive chimney 

exposed to constant weathering from the north and northwest. 

The mortar has so deteriorated here that there are places where, 

with little effort, one could pluck the bricks from the chim­

ney like so many apples from a tree. A thorough repainting 

is in order. 

Repainting of brick seems to have been a craft totally 

foreign to whatever manner of workmen that have inflicted 

themselves on the Willson-1\1alker House in the past, and present. 

A glance at Figs. 10, 11, 15, 17, & 19 will demonstrate the 

quality of the workmanship these men have preformed. Even 

more unfortunate than the marred appearance of the building 

is the fact that the fabric of the brick itself will continue 

to be damaged as time passes. At best, the mortar used in the 

repainting was a standard brick mortar mix, having only a per­

centage of portlahd cement incorporated. At worst, the mortar 

was essentially a straight portland cement mix. A very recent 

repair of the window sills of both stair landing windows, 

which were found to have some rot, consisted not of repairing 

the sills with available epoxy resins suitable for ~uch pur­

poses; nor of replacing the sills with appropriate wooden mem­

bers; but rather of chopping av11ay the old sills, forming the 

cavities, and pouring new concrete sills. It seems very doubt­

ful that this action can·ever be repaired without extensive 

effort. 
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The reason one must choose a mortar compatible to the 

brick or stone with which one is working is: 

Cement pointing is detrimental, particu­
larly if it is applied to soft stone (or 
bricks) because it is hard, non-resilient, 
comparatively non-absorbent and therefore 
does not respond to the variations in the 
atmosphere to the same extent as the stone 
or brickwork with which it is in contact. 
If hard pointing is employed, the physical 
action causes rapid weathering and dis­
integration of the softer stone or brick­
work .... Soft hand-made brick or under­
burnt bricks, deteriorate rapidly when 
they are set and/or pointed up in Port-
land or other hard setting cement. In 
fact, the greater the difference in den­
sity of the bricks to the mortar, the 
greater is the degree and rapidity of dis­
integrating of the bricks .... This ero­
sion is due to the fact that practically 
all moisture absorbed in the wall is held 
in suspension in the softer textured 
bricks and when frost supervenes the sur­
face of the brick gradually disintegrates. 16 

The final pressing stabilization need is the repair of 

the Roman bath window of the western gable end. Fig. 13 

illustrates the state of decay in which it has fallen. The 

makeshift sill should be removed and a new one installed; the 

frame repaired where needed; and the sashes either repaired 

to their original condition or used as models for duplicates. 

Once the house and kitchen were stabilized, one would need 

to determine the extent to which other restoration projects 

would be feasible. 

The streetscape of North Main Street from Washington 

Street to Henry Street (Plate 39 and Figs. 44 & 45) has re­

ceived a great deal of attention over the last ten years from 
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Fig. 44 
W Side of North 

Fig. 45 
E Side of North Main Street 



( ~ organizations such as the APVA, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, and the Historic Lexington Foundation. The 

area is included in Lexington's "Historical Area" and is 

among the central business district entered in the National 

Register of Historic Places. Recent activity, especially by 

the H.L.F., has resulted in the exterior restoration of four 

buildings and attractive refurbishing of many others in this 

block. The energy and desire is in Lexington to see the Will­

son-Walker House restored. A key word, however, is feasibility. 

Should the activities of the building remain as they are, 

namely a restaurant on the first floor and rental apartments 

on the second story, several steps intermediate to total res­

toration could be undertaken. The simplest, but an essential 

step, would be to repaint the walls of the house, kitchen, 

and hyphen in a skillful manner with an appropriate mortar, 

At this time it ~ould be wise to explore the possibility of 

cleaning the paint from the front facade to let the Flemish 

bond be seen. Also painting the roof an appropriate color 

could be undertaken. Other steps a bit more bold could 1n­

clude: installation of windows and doors more in sympathy 

with the originals on both sides and back; removal of the front 

window by the entrance; re-opening the southern first story 

window; replacing the front double doors and large window 

with more correct windows at a height compatible with the 

front entrance; or in a major move, putting the windows and 

door back to their original positions and reinstating a first 
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story, balustraded, side-entrance ,rnoden porch. This of course 

would mean major renovation on the interior. 

At this point, one would have to review the ultimate goal 

of the restoration work being done, and the ultimate goal of 

the individual(s) or organization funding the work. As pre­

viously stated, the only work absolutely necessary is that of 

stabilization. The appearance of the building even now does 

fit well into the context of the streetscape. The repainting 

would be wise to avoid future problens, as well as to enhance 

the inherent beauty of the house. This enhancement would also 

be true for the other cosmetic niceties. But there would 

hopefully come a point in the work that one would realize that 

the Willson-Walker House is a unique and valuable building 

which if competently restored to its original facade would 

provide a brillant example of early 19th C. Neoclassism west 

of the Blue Ridge. 

To make such a restoration compatible with its present 

commercial situation would indeed require major expenditures. 

However, the house, already in an Historic District, may well 

succeed in being placed individually on the National Register. 

This would open the way for tax incentives for its rehabil­

itation as well as potential grants-in-aid for preservation 

and/or restoration. Here then might be the means of helping 

to finance a restoration of the Willson-Walker House suitable 

to both commercial success and the cultural enrichment of 

Lexington. 

-29-



I 

l 
I 

(~ 

I (~ 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

ENm!C)TES 

Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Architecture in America, 
Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1944, p. 6. 

Henry Boley, Lexington In Old Virginia, Garrett & Massie, 
Richmond, 1935, p. 53, 

W.A. Ruff, "Reminiscences of Lexington 65 & 70 Years Ago," 
Rockbridge County News, February 20, 1902. 

Deed Book CC-113, 

Charles W. Turner, ed., Mrs. McCulloch's Stories of Ole 
Lexington, McClure Press, Verona, Va., 1972, p. 57. 

Edmund Tompkins, Rockbridge County, Virginia, Whittet & 
Shepperson, Richmond, 1952, p. 128. 

Ibid, p. 129, 

Ibid, p. 127, 

Ibid, p. 129, 

Ibid, p. 128-129, 

Royster Lyle, Jr., and Pamela Simpson, The Architecture 
of Historic Lexington, University Press of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, 1977, p. 22. 

12. L. Moody Simms, Jr., "John Jordan Builder and Entrepreneur," 
Virginia Cavalcade, Vol. 23 (Summer 1973), p. 20. · 

13. Jerry Donovan, "John Jordan, Virginia Builder," Journal 
Of The Society Of Architectural Historians, Vol. IX, 
NO • 3 ( 19 50) I p. 19 . 

14. Ibid, p. 18. 

15. L. Moody Simms, Jr., "John Jordan Builder and Entrepreneur," 
Virginia Cavalcade, Vol. 23 (Summer 1973), p. 25. 

16. Harley McKee, Introduction To Early American Masonry, 
National Trust For Historic Preservation, Washington, 
1973, p. 72-73, 



j 

I 
l 
j 

l (., 
' 

I 
I 

BIBLI OGRAPHY 

Books: 

Benjamin, Asher, The American Builder's Companion, 6th edition, 
1827; reprinted by Dover Publications, Inc., New York, 1969. 

Biddle, Owen, The Young Carpenter's Assistant, Johnson and 
Warner, Richmond, 1810. 

Boley, Henry, Lexington in Old Virginia, Garrett and Massie, 
· Richmond, 1935. 

Embury, Aymar, ed., Asher Ben·amin· Re rints of: The Countr 
Builder's Assistant 180 • The American Builder's Com­

anion 180 • The Rudiments Of Architecture 181 
The Practical House-Car enter 18 2 • Practice Of Arch­
itecture 18 , The Architectural Book Publishing, 
l\Jew York, 1917. 

Farber, Joseph C., and Garrett, Wendall, D., Thomas Jefferson 
Redivivus, Barre Publishers, Barre, Mass., 1971. 

Fray, I.T., Early American Doorways, Garrett and Massie, 
Richmond, 1937. · 

Hamlin, Talbot, Greek Revival Architecture in America, Dover 
Publications, Inc., New York, 1944. 

Langley, Batty, The Builder's Director, H. Piers, London, 1751: 
reprinted by Benjamin Blom, Inc., New York, 1970. 

Lyle, Royster, and Simpson, Pamela, The Architecture of Historic 
Lexington, University Press of Virginia, Charlottesville, 
1977. 

McKee, Harley J., Introduction to Early American Masonry, 
National Trust Ror Historic Preservation, Washington, 1973, 

Nichols, Frederick D., and Bear, James H., Jr., Monticello, 
Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, Monticello, Va., 1967. 

Place, Charles, Charles Bullfinch, Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston, 1925. 

Swan,Abraham, The British Architect, London, 1758; reprinted 
by DaCapo Press, New York, 1967. 

Tompkins, Edmund P., Rockbridge County, Virginia, Whittet & 
Shepperson, Richmond, 1952. 



Turner, Charles W., ed., Mrs. McCulloch's Stories of Ole 
Lexington, McClure Press, Verona, Va., 1972. 

Periodical References: 

Donovan, Jerry, "John Jordan, Virginia Builder," Journal Of 
The Society Of Architectural Historians, Vol. IX, No. 3 
(October 1950), p. 17-19, 

Edgerton, Samuel Y., Jr., "Heating Stoves In Eighteenth Century 
Philadelphia," Association For Preservation Technology, 
Vol. III, No. 2-3 (1971), p. 26-27. 

Ruff, W. A. , "Reminiscences of Lexington, 6 5 & 70 Years Ago," 
The Rockbridge County News, February 20, 1902, 
Lexington, Va. 

Simms, L. Moody, Jr., "John Jordan Builder and Entrepreneur," 
Virginia Cavalcade, Vol, 23 (Summer 1973), p. 19-26. 



' "' ( 

, j 
l 

l 
l 

I 
l 

( ~ 

APPENDIX A 



Chain of Title. 

Location of Records: Transfers reference Deed Books (DB) 
by book letter or number and page. Records are located 
in the Records Room of the Clerk of the Court, Rockbridge 
County Courthouse, Lexington, Virginia. 

DB J-212 

DB 

Deeded: March 12, 1815 
To: William Willson 
From: Dr. Samuel L. Campbell 
Price: $2700 

Recorded1 March 19, 1815 

"a certain lot---on which the said Samuel L. Campbell 
formerly resided and on which the said \'llilliam Willson 
now resides." Boundaries of the lot were: on the south 
east by the Main Street fifty seven feet in front; on 
the north east by a line of John Alexander's lot two 
hundred and fifty nine feet eight inches; on the north 
west by Jefferson Street fifty-seven feet; and on the 
south west by William Caruthers' lot. 

CC-113 
Deeded: April 12, 1850 Recorded: July 13, 1852 
To: James G. Paxton 
From: William C. Lewis, Administrator of William Willson, 

deceased 
Price: $3000 

To settle a chancery cause the Rockbridge County Circuit 
Court ordered on April 15, 1845 that William C. Lewis, 
administrator of William. Willson's estate, offer at public 
auction "the houses and lots on the main street in Lexing­
ton''. An auction was held after the necessary notification 
period and several of the smaller houses on a portion of 
the lot were sold. However, due to insufficient bidding 
the "mansion house and lot" was not sold until a second 
auction was held April 12, 1847. The new property 
boundaries are described as: 

"Beginning on the main street at the corner of Mrs. 
Susan S. Willson• s lot (Susan was the widow of William 
Willson and had purchased the two smaller houses and lot 
at the first auction of 1845) thence down said street 
forty eight feet to the alley running between said lot and 
the lot of James R. Jordan thence with said alley to Jef­
ferson Street thence up Jefferson Street to a stake 35 
feet from the upper corner of Susan S, Willson lot. 
Said 35 feet being the sidth of the lot sold to Susan 
S. Willson, on Jefferson Street. Thence a straight line 
to a stake near the smoke house on Mrs. Willson's lot 



thence twelve feet in the direction of the kitchen on 
said Paxtons lot to a stake, thence eighty two feet 
passing the back part of ·the Brick House on Mrs. Willson's 
twelve inch from the wall of said house and with the ltne 
of the said Susan S. Wills on lot to the beginning ... " 

Please see Plate 4 for a copy of the plat drawn on 
the bill of sale of the 1845 purchase. 

DB FF-428 
Deeded: December 30, 1857 Recorded: January 2, 1858 
To: Hugh L. Wilson 
From1 James G. Paxton and his wife Ann Maria 
Price: $4000 

DB II-240 

DB 

Deeded: January 28, 1863 Recorded1 February 4, 1863 
To: Calvin Mccorkle 
From:Hugh L. Wilson and his wife Esthen 
Price: $7200 

To settle a chancery cause, the Rockbridge County Cir­
cuit Court issued an order on April 25, 1868, directing 
the sheri f f of Rockbridge County to hold a public auction 
for the sale of the house and lot. The auction was held 
Au.gust 6, 1868, and A.M. Glas gow and S.J. Campbell bought 
the property. On September 24, 1868, the sale was con­
firmed and S.J. Campbell disclaimed all interest in the 
title. A. M. Glasgow received the deed August 20, 1875, 
from John LeBoude, a special commissioner of the Cir­
cuit Court of Rockbridge County, who certified that 
A. M. Glasgow had satisfied the terms of a second chancery 
cause which involved the house and lot. 

90-62 
Deeded: September 18, 1899 Recorded: April 10, 1900 
To: J.S. LaRowe 
From: W.T. Shields and Paul M. Penick, special commisioners 
Price 1 :t 1500 

Prior to this date two small strips of land had been 
s old to J. ~cAdair, current owner of the neighboring 
lot formerly 0 11med by Susan S. Willson, These ~ales were 
deeded March 7, 1889 (DB 53-173 - Please see Plate 5) 
and September 24, 1895 (DB 88-67). At Alexander Glasgow's 
death a public auction was ordered to settle a "chancery 
caus e pending i n the Circuit Court of Rockbridge County, 
Virginia, entitled P.A. McChesney's Admr. vs. A. M. Glas­
f!.O"-' 's Admr . an d others, and Rockbridge Savings Bank vs. 
A. M. Glasgow's Admr. and others." 



. ._ 
( DB 99-419 

Deeded: August 28, 1906 Recorded: August JO, 1906 
To: L.D. Hamric 
From:J.S. LaRowe and his wife Sarah 
Prices ~~26 50 

'' ... all that certain house and lot fronting on Main 
Street in the town of Lexington, Virginia, on the west 
side of the said street, extending back between parallel 
lines, or lines about parallel through from Main Street 
to Jefferson Street, adjoining the lot of J. McAdair 
on the south west, and with an alley on the north east 
adjoining the lot of Miss Nannie Jordan, and generally 
known as the Glasgow house and lot." 

DB 111-141 
Deeded: June 22, 1911 Recorded: July 1, 1911 
To: Harry L. Walker 
From: L.D. Hamric and his wife C.E. Hamric 
Price: $2800 

DB 122-461 
Deeded: April 28, 1919 Recorded: May 1, 1919 
To: J.M. Withrow 
From: Harry L. tlJalker and his wife Eliza 
Price: $10 "and other good and valuable consideration" 

Harry Walker here sold the rear portion of the lot which 
fronted on Jefferson Street and extended back toward 
the kitchen 166 feet. This transaction produced the 
boundaries which ~he property still maintains. 
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Tax Records. 

· Location of Records: Tax reco r ds are located in bound volumes 
in the basement of the Rockbridge County Courthouse, 
Lexington, Virginia. 

Tax records were examined from the years 181J through 1828, 
and include ownership of the property by Dr. Samuel Campbell 
and William Willson. The year 1820 is of particular interest 
due to the addition of a building valued at $1450 on William 
Willson' s lot. 

Yearly rent Value of Total 
Date Name of lot lot Value Tax 

181J Dr. Samuel Campbell $60 $1.24 
1814 " " $1.66 

Note: 1rJilliam Wills on in possession 

1815 " ti $2.18 
1816 1:Hlliam \:,Jillson $60 $1.80 
1817 II " " 
1818 ti " " 
1819 " " II 

1820 " $100 $1450 $2000 $J.00 
1821 " " II " $2. 25 
1822 " ti " ti ti 

182J ti " " " $2.0J 
1824 II $75 " " $1.52 
1825 ti $100 " " $2.0J 
1826 II ti " " II 

1827 II $50 II " $1.02 
1828 " " ti II " 
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(~ Probate Inventory. 

Location of Records: Will Books are located in the Records 
Room of the Clerk of the Court, Rockbridge County Court­
house, Lexington, Virginia. 

A probate inventory of William Willson's estate was 
conducted October 20, 1840 by Robert White and James 
D. Davidson, and recorded in t"Hll Book !19, page 52. 
A selected listing is presented below with a conjectural 
placement of the items into various rooms. Original 
spellings and abbreviations have been retained. 

1 eight day clock and case 
1 china press 
1 side board 
1 old piano 
1 walnut dining table 
1 small table 
6 chares 
1 pr. bellows Dining Room 
1 pr. brass andirons 
1 pr. shovel and tongs 
4 brass candle sticks 
1 looking glass 
1 rag carpet 20 yds. 
1 lot glass ware 
1 glass bowl 
1 dozen glass tumblers 
(sets of silver ware, china ware and other dining amenities) 

1 sofa 
1 pr. card tables 
1 dozen cane chares 
2 rocking chares 
1 brass fender 
1 pr. fine shovel & tongs 
1 pr. brass andirons 
1 mantle glass 
2 glass candle shades 
1 mantle lamp 
1 pr. candle sticks 
2 glass lamps 
1 fine carpet 40 yds. 

1 rug 
2 wi~d~u curtins 
1 copy Shakespears plays 10 No. 
1 set dining tables 
1 map of Virginia 
1 passage lamp 
8 chares 
1 fine piano arid cover 
1 side board 

Hall 

Pas,sage 



1 clothes press poplar 
1 ward robe 
1 backgammon box 
1 big wheel 
1 set drawers 
4 green chares 
1 washstand 
1 dressing glass 
1 dressing table 
1 couch 
1 carpet 16 yds. 
1 mattrass 
1 feather bed bolster and pillows 
1 acorn bedstead & sacking bottom 

2 rag carpets 20 yds. old 
1 mattrass 
1 feather bed 
1 bed stead and sacking bottom 
1 walnut bureau 
1 dressing glass 
1 poplar ~orkstand 
1 dressing table 
1 pr. brass andirons 
1 wire fender 
1 pr. shovel & tongs 

6 red chares 
1 lg; F. Bible 
1 mahogany bureau 

Upstairs Chamber 

Upstairs Chamber 

1 wash-stand Upstairs Chamber 
1 wash bov-•l and pitcher (broke) 
2 high post bed steads and sacking bottoms 
2 feather beds bolsters and pillo•.,rs 
1 easy chare 

Also listed in the inventory and of interest were: 

1 refrigerator (This term in an 1840 context refers to a 
coiled metal ~orm, or system of tubes, 
used to cool hot liquid or vapours) 

1 dining room stove 
1 10 plate stove (The existence of these stoves indicate 

that by 1840, some modification of the 
fireplaces may have been made to accom­
odate stoves for heating or cooking pur­
poses. An example of a 10 plate stove 
may be seen in Plate 6) 
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Ten plate stove made by Thomas Maybury, Hereford 
Furnace, Berks County, Pa., c. 1767. Note the 
still prevalent Germanic influence in the design 
and the absence of a raised collar on the top i 
plate for a stove pipe. This stove measures on 
its side plate, thirty-six inches long and thirty­
four inches high. 

Photo: Reprinted from Henry C. Mercer, Bible In ' 
Iron 

PLATE 6 

Ten Plate Stove 
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ADDENDUM 

Shortly after the completion of the preceding study, ad­

ditional material in the form of Mutual Assurance Society 

Policies taken by Dr. Samuel Campbell and William Willson was 

located. The written and sketched descriptions included in 

these fire insurance policies are important documentation tools 

and are here presented with a short discussion of their perti­

nence to William 1.rJillson and his house. 

Plate A-1 is the 1802 policy of Dr. Samuel Campbell. 

The house is described as "Brick dwelling house two stories 

high 22 by 19 feet covered with wood," It had a "wooden .porch 

4 by 8 feet" on one end, a "wooden wing 18 by 10 feet" on the 

other end, and is shown to have t wo end chimneys. This is the 

dwelling which William Willson purchased in 1815 (DB J-212) 

and contrary to earlier conjection is the front building rather 

than the "Back Brick House" of Plates J and 4. 

Plate A-2 is a policy Willson took out on the property 

in 1816. By this time the dwelling house had been joined by 

another one story brick "dwelling house" measuring 20 by 10 

feet and having a wooden roof. It appears that the older 

house had a central front entrance with a rear door in an end 

bay. This door faces the front central door of the back struc­

ture. The two buildings are shown connected by a covered walk­

v,ay or porch. This later dv1 elling might have been a detached 

kitchen and/or quarters for slaves Willson may have owned at 

this time. The next policy, written in 1822 (Plate A-J), shows 
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both structures unchanged. 

The Willson-Walker House first appears in a policy of 

1825 (Plate A-4) as a "dwelling house of brick covered with 

wood, 45 by 36 feet, two stories" fronted by a "portico 12 

feet, set on pillar(s) of brick" with a "kitchen, brick cover­

ed with wood, 16 by 17 feet," connected to the main house by 

a "store room." This store room is elaborated on in an 1831 

policy (Plate A-5) as being 6 by 8 feet and has a wall drawn 

whose thickness is equal to the brick walls of the house and 

kitchen. Although the store room appears very early in the 

existance of the Willson-Walker House, the brick work as seen 

in the current hyphen as well as the very close proximity of 

the south wall of the store room to the northwest dining room 

window indicates that it was probably incorporated as an early 

addition. Also in 1831 Willson renewed his policy on the two 

smaller brick buildings. Plate A-6 shows both are now describ­

ed as offices. The dimensions of the back building have ex­

panded to 18 1/2 by JO 1/2 feet and it appears to be fully 

attached to the front building. 

An 1838 policy (Plate A-7) indicates that the connection 

between the two buildings may be a porch. The back building 

is now said to be of 1 1/2 stories. In this policy a metal 

roof is reported to be on the main house, although the store 

room and kitchen still have wooden roofs. Also the store room 

is here said to have walls of brick. A rather curious develop­

ment occurs in that the store room and kitchen are shown to 



be southwest of the house rather than to the northwest. 

The last policy located (Plate A-8) was taken in 1845 

by the heirs of William Willson. It describes the roof of 

the main house as now being partly wood. The connection 

between the two smaller brick houses is specified as a one 

story porch and apparently an addition to the rear brick 

building had been built by the time the policy was taken 

out in September of .1845, 
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