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From solemnity to celebration:
The commercialization of the Day of the Dead

Joshua Valdez
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Figure 2: Traditional altar for
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Figure 3:

| : T S sk e Calavera

e Jcons: La i A, NS de La
WL CJ oM /S AL AT '2"""9 Catrina:

R ((HEE QD S .

2

Calavera Dy

) Skull

of the

— Skull Female

. Dandy,

 Art: Catrina ) posada,

7
— Posada g

— Rivera
e Film: Coco

— Vehicle of
Intergenerational
transmission

— Gateway to
Commercialization

Figure 4. Cemetery at Leon
Guanajuato, Mexico during Day of
the Dead on November 2, 2012
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Evolution Towards Commercialization
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e Societal pressures
shape an individual's
commemoration
experience

— Methods of memory
transference can be subjective

e Individuals can
combat social amnesia
and exclusion through
expressive and
excessive
commemoration

Deviation of a commemoration
from its country of origin and
religious solemnity toward a more
global cultural celebration can
facilitate its commercialization.

Figure 5: Iconic Day of
the Dead Sugar Skull
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