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Cha p te r II 

War Affects a Fami ly 

J . D. Davidson was active i n politi~s b ut h e l d a rty 

affiliat i ons on t he op pos it e s ide o f t he fence f rom t h ose 

of h i s old fri en d , John Letch er . Th e Da v idsons adhered to 

t he ol d 1/h i g princi p les , whil e the Letchers pr oudl y hel d up 

t he Ue , o c r a ti c Pa rty b a n ner . Th e elde r Da v i dso n strictly 

s upported t he Whig candi da tes . 

He h a d bitterl y o p osed f res id ent An dre v J a c kson an d 
d~"7'1 

expresse hi s fe e l i ng by c.oHc~ a l e tter s uppos e dly wri t ten 

by Aaron Burr in Ha des to Andrew Ja c kson i n Wa s h i ng ton . 

Burr wro te J a cks on : 11 • • • sj n ce y our Pr es i d entia l c a r e er, P luto 

cons i ders y o u a f it c ompa n io n f or h i ms el f alon e , a n has k ep t 

i n r es erve a fury lake, in h i s dee es t c a v e r n , where h e c an 

c ommune with y ou e e l us ively . P luto s e l dom s p e aks o f you , 

wi t hou t lli e n ti o n i ng h is favor i te, Van Buren , a n a i n fact o f t en 
1 

doub t s wheth er h e shoul d not g ive him t he pre fe r enc e . " 

Gre e n le e wrot e in h i s _d iary o n De cemb er 1 , 18 5 4 , t hat 

his fa t h er had g iven a farewell di nner in h on or of Mr. Letc h e r , 

who wa s goi ng to as h i n g ton t he next day t o t a k e up his dut i e s 

as congressman . I t i s al s o i n terest i ng to note th a t t h e 

other gues t me n tione d by Gre enl ee was J udg e J 0 hn Brock enbrough . 

Six years la ter~ t hese t h r ee me n wer e t o lead t h e t h re e 

s epar a te f a c ti ons i n Rockbridg e i n t h e e l e c tion of 1860 . 

Greenl ee add e d t ha t t h ey a n d seve r al ot he r gen tlemen " seeme d 
2 

t o enjoy t hemse lves and t h e champa gn e v ery muc h . " 

he De mocrats in t h e d ec a de o f t h e f i f ti es b ega n t o s we ep 

t he e lec t i ns i n oc kbr i dge , 1hi ch had p rev i o us l y been 

c onsidered a clos e c o nty , usual ly g ivin fy t he e dge t o t he Whigs . 

The of f ic i al h i g Party 1a d d i ed a n d its r emnant s " er e c al led by 
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severa l names suc h a s : t he Conserv ative , Know- Noth ing , Ameri can , 

a nd ppos iti on Party . Th e ol d o c l bridge Whigs used t h e name 

Op osi tion Pa rty t o i nd icat e the i r politica l a f fili a t ions . 

The na1 ,e its elf , sugges t s t he par t y ' s prima r y funct i on which 

was t o op ose the Democra tic admi i s t ra t ions in Vash ing to n 

and Richmond . I n Jun e , 1857 , J . D. Da v i ds on and• • T . Anders on , 

candida t es on t h e Op posi t i on Pa rty tick et f or Ho use of Delegates 

sea t , wer e d e f ea t ed by E. F . Paxton and J . W. Ma ssie , Democrats . 

Th e Valley Star , Lexing t on Democ r atic news a per , observe d t hat 

t he e l e c t ion ha d " p er 1i tt e d ·r . Da vi dson q ui et ly to reti r e t o 
3 

his l i tt le of f ic e , bac k o f the c our t h o use . " 

Th i s same issue of t he Valley Star pub lished a lett er 

ritt en by ) r . Davidson , which ind ic i ted h is poli tical c lev age 

with Le tc h e r: 

e a r Si r : 

Lexing ton , Va . 
Ma y 25 , 18 5 7 

Constant vi gi lanc e , un ti l the e ven i ng of 
t h e electi on i s · t he price o f success . Our 
o ppon ents are ~ovi n g Heaven and Ea rth . Leap 
in t o t he r anks a n d br i ng every man i n to t h e 
f iel d , a nd t he victory i s ours . Letche r has 
b een out u po n our heel s , and ma ny Demo c rats 
who i n te nd e d t o vote wi t h us • •• may h a v e b een 
c hang e d in t he ir purpos e . To o mu ch co nfidenc e 
may hazard t h e day . ne v ote may d e c ide t h e 
e lecti on . 

See tha t thos e o f ou r pa r ty a r e c ommi tted : 
a nd whi ls t yo u bring all t o the r es c ue , let 
yo ur mov em'ent s be quie t a n d unk n own , unt il t h e 
Ba l lot Box decl a r e s th~t you ha ve f ou Ght and 
won . 

Yours t r u l y , 
J . D. Dav i ds on 

av i ds on ' s p o l i tica l e nemies cla imed t hat t h is letter c onn ect ed 

h i m wi th t h e Know- Not h ing lar t y , but h e hac , ub lic l y boasted 

t hat h e had neve r be e n assoc i a t e d wi t h t h a t gr o up . 

In 18 60 reenlee Davi dson was a d e legate to t h e Opp osit i on 
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Party S t ate Co nventi on , whic h was to revi ew t h e ma tter of se ces sion . 

The Lexi ng t on Gazett e, a sta unch Oppos it ion >a rty news paper , 

edited by J os iah McNutt, urg e d t h e Roc kbri dge delega t e s fo r 

t 1i s c onve n tion "to go by al l means , a nd go d etermi ned to 

ca r ry o u t as f a r as their inf luenc e c an be fel t t he nati onal 

ob j e c t for vhi c they \\ere sent. 114 

It is no w ne c es s ary t o c nsider t he r eas ons why Roc kbri dg e 

was a stro n g Union co unty , why the Lexingt on Ga zette us e d t h e 

slogan , " The Union Must Be Preserve d ," why t he Un ivers~ty of 

Vi r g i t,ia students cal e d it "an a bolition hole , 11 and why t he 

entire V . ~ . I . cadet cor ps sta rted t o ma rc h a gains t the town 

of Lexi n g ton . Unionism s e eme d ingra i n e d in these Scotch - Irish , 

, hos e fa t hers ha d come down f rom Pe n nsy lvania a n ti had settled 

t he a r e a . They had been eag er f i gh ters for 1 merican Inde penden ce 

and vi gorous support e r s of th e Consti t ution of ]789 . The 

United S tates Go v ernment had been es t ablished on a plan similar 

t o , and partly d e rive d from t h e organi zatio nal s t ructure of t he 

Pr esby terian Chur ch . They had only a fe ~ s l a v es in compa rsion 

with t h e p l a nt e r s of Eas tern and Sout hs i de Virgini a . There we re 

many perso na l ties bet ee n Rockbridg e and t h e North , especi a ll y 

l'ith Pri n c e ton a nd C1icago . Ind eed , Rockbri dg e lad no q ua rrel 

with the Union . I ntras t a te quarre ls had been mu c h more ser i ous 

ques t i ons and came to a h ead int e d ecade of the l 8 40 ' s , In 

18 47 , t he Ruffner Pa mph l et wa s writt en b y H •• Ruffne r and 

endorsed by many of th e l eading citi zens of t he c ounty incl uding 

Jo h n Letcher . This pamph let expressed anxiety a nd even ange r 

over t h e discrimina tion a gainst t he Western area by Eas t e r n 

Vir g i nians. The Vesterners demanded internal i mprov eme n ts, 

rail roads , free en t erprize, and , most of all , a d eemp~as i s of 

sla v e r y . Western Virg i nians felt t ha t slav e r y should b e 

abolished , es pecia l ly i n t heir a rea . The pamphlet also i mplied 

t h a t t he r c onsequences would be s erious i f dis c rimi na t i on a gains t 
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¼es t ern Virg 1n i a were t o c o n ti nue . Eas t er n Vi r g inians a de a 

few c on c ess ions t o t he We s t , on e o f t ~em be i n g t he su pport of 

t h e J a1 ,es i ver an d Kanawha Ca na l . I ow-ev er , muc h b i ttern es s 
5 

and r iva lry s t ill r emal n e d . 

Tb e elec ti on o f 1860 was t h e beg inning of t he real cri s is 

in Rockbri dg e . 6 ,J a me s D. Davids on a nd most of the former \ h i gs 

sup~ort e d Jo hn Be l l , th e Co ns t i t ut i onal Unio n c a n d ida t e . The 

Democra t s were S Jl l i t . The loyal Democr a ts , suc h a s Jo hn Let c he r 

and J ames B . Dor ma n , vere c a mpa i g n ing for Stephen A. Doug l a s of 

Il l i nois , Doug l a s was a l s o s up por t e d by t he Va l ley S t ar . Judge 

J ohn W. Broc kenbroug h , E . P . Pa x ton , Col . J a es V. Mass i e , and 

Col . T . J . J a ck son s upport e d t he So uthern Democ r a tic c andi da t e , 

Vice - Pr es iden t Jo hn C . Breckenr idg e . Be l l was t h e co unty ' s 

ov er- whelming c h oi c e , winning wi t h 121 4 v o t es . Do ug l a s re c e ived 

j us t und er h a l f t ha t n umber wi t h 630 . Bre c k enridg e made a po or 

t h i r d p l a ce wi th 3 61 . This vo te wa s s i gnif ica n t in l i gh t o f 

t hings whi c h we r e to c ome . Ro c k bridge , as ~ell as Virg ini a , h a d 

given her v ote to a c andida t e who had li ttle c han c e of wi nni ng 

t he elec t i on and , h o st oo d o n suc h a v a g u e p l atform of "do

nothing i sm" tha t it a v oide t he whole i ssue o f s l a v e r , and 

s ecession . Th~ r esults o f t his e lec t i on c an b e i n t e r preted 

as evi de n c e of t h e county ' s s trong Union s en t i me n t . 

The e l e c ti o n o f L i n c o ln was c ertai nly a g r eat shoc k to t he 

r egion , but uost p e o pl se eme d t o t i i nk t h~ t t h e So u t h k o u l d 

cont inue t o s t i c k wi t h t h e Uni o n . This b elief was r ud.ely 

s l aken i n De c e mber wi t t he s ec ession of So u th Caro l i n a . Mo r e 

s t d tes wer e t o s e c ed a ' t e r the new y e a r . Ye t Charli e Da v idson 

wr o te h is fat her t hat "th e Gov ernor s e ems t o t h i nk t ha t i f i,. r . 

Lin co l n will b ehave hi r se l f , a l l of th e s ec edi ng sta t es wi ll come 
7 bac k b efore l on g . " 

Towa r d t he end o f ov embe r , p r eliminar y mee t i ngs were being 

hel d ; c ,,m1;1i tt ees were b e i ng f or me d . Roc k br i dg e ci tizens were 

not iceably d isturb e d by th e ser ious · t a te of affairs . I n 

De c ember a nd J a nuar y sev eral ,ass meetings were c a l led . At 
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first , al l p a rty facti ons a tt ended the same meet ings . The 

mass meeting held on December 15 pro d uc ed a set o f r esoluti ons , 

and a committee of fift e en was ap po i n te d to review t hose 

r es o lut i ons . Ea c h par t y ,as repr es en ted b y fiv e men ; Da v i ds on 

represente t he Unio n p o i1 t o f view. These effor ts we r e of n o 

avail . The harmqny of the group decl ined as b oth t he S e c es s i on i s ts 

and t he Unionists he l d separ at e meetings . 8 A Uni on i s t mee t ing 

tool ~lace on Januar y 1 5 in Davi ds on 's office . 9 

Gov e rnor Letch er c a l l ed t he Leg isl a tur e int o session , 

which , in turn , c alled for the el ection of a S t a t e Constituti onal 

Conv ention to t ake up of ic i ally the q ues t ion of secession . In 

Rockbri dg e , the Conservativ es nominat ed J a mes B . Dorman and 

Samu e l McD. Moore . They were o pposed by Jo hn Broc kenbroug h and 

J . B. Ba ldwin , who we r e more inclin e d towa r d imme diate sec essi on . 

Dorman rec e ived 1, 869 ; Mo ore , 1, 83 9 ; llro c k enbro ugh , 2 93 ; and 

Baldwin , 72 . Th is vot e clearly indicates t h e so li dari ty of the 

po p ula tio n agains t l eavi n g t h e Un ion , unless i t was the v e r y 

l ast res ort . It more or less u pho l ds t h e Gaze tte' s c la i m 

t hat t h er~~(c;t more t han 2 -50 real secessioni sts in the en tire 

c ounty . Bu t t he mov ement for leavi n g t he Union was growing . 

Davids on c ommented onc e t ha t " one se c essioni s t c ou ld ma k e the 

noise o f ten Unioni s ts ." But h e h el d f irmly to a policy o f 

" di ~n ified i n a cti o n by Vi r g i ia ." 

James D. Davi ds o n , Al l ie, and )ar y went to Ri ch, o nd for 
10 

t he first par t of the S t a te Co nvention wh ich conv ened i n J a nua ry . 

Na r y sta yed in t h e Governor' s ~ansion as a s p e ci a l gues t of t h e 

Le t c hers . On Febr uary 25 , Samue l i cD. Moor e i n troduc e d fi v e 

res olutions . Th ese were, i n p a rt, as follo ws : 11 

1 . Tha t in res isti ng t he fug it i v e slav e 
law , de privin t he Sout h o f c ommon terri t ory , 
c irculat i ng inc en d i ary amph l ets , and 
f urn ishing a r ms t o han ds of assassins , the 
So ut h de.ands f1ll an d a 1pl e sec urity that 
t hese wr o ngs s1al l n ot be r e pea ted . 
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2 . Tha t Vir •inia can n ev er j oin a conf eder a cy 
wit h Afri c an slave trad e . 

3 . That Virg ini a re fus es to e n dorse a 
g overnmen t by di r ect taxa t i on . 

4 . h a t t he sta te ex r esses it s a ppr ov al 
of t he Crittenden program . 

5 . Tha t if s u ch a mendments a r e not ad o p t ed , 
Virg i r ia will ent e r int o a c ompa c~ with 
s u ch sta tes tha t wi ll agre e to adop t t h em , 
wher e by the present g overnment o f t he 
Un it ed St a tes will b e d isso lved as t o t h e 
s t a tes s o a g r eeing . 

Davids on ,,ade a p ersonal tri p to Was h ing t on shortly before 

the i n a ugura t ion wh e r e he tal ked wi th a n umb er of promi nent 

per sons including Gen . Winfield Scott a n d John J . Critten d en , a 

f ormer s t ude n t of Li b erty Hal l a n d an ac q uain t a n ce o f t h e 

Davids on family . Ile met Li n coln in t e Wi l lard Hot e l among a 

crowd of other p eo p le . Dav idson h a d g one t o meet h i m ¥ith a 

prede t ermin e d p r e judice. Bu t he fo und the Pr es i dent- el ec t a 

cong enial , mo derate g ent leman with who m h e was i mpressed . li e 

l a ter wro te Governor Letche r t h· t h e vas " agr eeably disappoi n t ed" 

i n to, • Lincoln, after ha v ing been " most unfavorably i mpresse d 

against h i m, fro m t h e ac c ounts in t h e papers ." Davi ds on t r ied 

t o i mpr ess u pon Lincol n t ha t the Vir g inia Un io n i sts , fo r wh om 

he was s p eak i n · , woul d no t counte nan ce a ny co erci o n . Li n c o ln, in 

t urn , wa s a pparentl y reassuri ng t h~t t h ere woul d b e no wa r . 

Davidson n ow fe lt t ha t Vi r g inia ha d s aved t he Union~2 

Ev eryone anxious ly awai ted Lincoln ' s inaug ural spe e c h , and 

by March 6 , a co py o f it had r e ac h e d Lexingt on . Davids on was 

do ubly r e ass ure t ha t \✓ a r woul d not come . Il e observed t ha t 

Lin c oln ' s 11 avowe d deter minat i ons " were "s o much qualifi ed by 

~ and ifs a n d unlesses t hat s p e ech , i n f a ct," a mount ed "to a 

message a g ins t co e rc ion . ' 1 

However , Mr . Davi dson co u l d see t hat more and mo r e people 
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\'ere turning to t he i d e a o f sec essi on . The e v er-c onst ant p ro 

Uni on Gazette C ," 1 led for : " Speedy Ac ti o n or I mme iate S e par a ti o n . " 

This bro ugh t quick r espo nse fro m a vi dso n •h o imme diat ely aske d 

Mc utt , t he editor , t o a cc o unt fo r t his a ppar ent loss of fai th . 

McNutt denie d t hat it ha d any s i gni f ic enc e r el ev ant to t he 

paper ' s official , pos iti on. The Va lley S t a r cha nged ownersh i p 

and wen t over to the secess ion mov ement . In t he mean t i me , 

Dav i dson had been , rit ing ar ti c les in the Richmond Whig a g i ns t t he 

t ide of secession und er t he p eh name of " Rob er t of .Roc kbridg e . " 

The Whig a l s o s witc e d a cross t he f ence. Da vi ds on wa s fi ghting 
13 

for a los t caus e . 

At t he beg inn ing of opring , 1861 , the Presby teri a n mi n i s t er, 

Dr, \ . S . Whit e , f oun d his fami ly and c ongregation enjoying " a 

meas ur e ·o f p r os perity r a rely possessed in t his wo r ld ." It appeared 

to him t ha t the secess ionis ts wanted "to burn t he bar n t o ki l l 

t he r ats . " He was not at all i n s ympathy wi t h the sepa r a t ion 

movement . litt l e l a t e r, pri l 13 , he wrot e t o t he .Rev eren d 

Vi lliam Br oFn : 
14 

T us for c e t o fi gh t, I cl a ime d t h e poor 
r i ght of choosing ,horn t o f i g~t. Necessity 
was laid up on me t o r ebel against him ( Lincoln) , 
or my n a tive S t a te . I c h os e the former, 
a nd b e c a me a r ebel , but n ever a se c ess i onis t." . 

Meanwh i le, on pr i l 13 , t he V. M. I . Cade t Cor ps a ct ua l ly 

began marching a gi ns t t h e to wm . 15 This ac t ion was pr ecipita ted 

by t he t wo s trong ant a gonizing s pirti s o f r o-secess ion V. ~ . I . 

and pro - un i on townsmen . Several unp l e as an t inc ident s between 

V. M. I . Cade t s an t w'p1 citi z ens occurred t ha t Sat ur day . n e 

v i ol ent to wnsman , p robabl y drunk , pulled a r evolver and kn i fe . 

Other persons st eppe d i n t o th e s itua ti on and t he d i f f ic ul ty was 

que lled . But a Cade t named Thom pson was assai l ed b y a Lex ingtonian 

name d Dav j s and a pers onal c ombat ensued . The c adets i n town s ent 
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word t o th e b a rra c ks a sking for he l p . Th i s was like t h r owi ng a 

ma t ch into a rasoli ne t ame . The 11 long r o l l was bea ten " a nd t h e 

cry r esoun ded: "Get your guns ! Ve ' l l storm t he town . " r o fessor 

McCausla nd advised them t ha t if t hey mus t g o , they s ho u l d go in 

s ome s y s t em • .Mean wh i l e , up t own t he Un i oni s t s we r e a r ming t h ems elves 

fo r t he assault . , Ev e r y do orway , vi ndow , a n d b a lcony was f i lle d with 

t ownsmen a r me d fo r wa r . 

The c adets b e ga n their ma rc h , b ut j ust a s t h ey arrived a t 

t he bo ttom of t h e hil l r eady to p r o ce e d up ~ a i n Street , Co lonel 

Fr ancis H. Smith , the S u Jeri n t endent of V. rl . I . s teppe d ou t in 

fr ont o f t he bat ta l i o n wi t h it s " g litt e r i n g bayo n ets , r eady to 

be ba thed in t he bloo d o f Lexi ng t o n ' s Ci t i zens , ~ the Colon e l 

stretch e d ou t h is hand, t h e bu zz ing g r adually s ubs i d e d , and t hen 

c omp l e te sil e nce . Firml y , y et c ourt e ousl y , h e aske d t h e battal i on 

t o fo l lo\ 1i m b aci· to Yr.. M. I . Th e Cadets obey e d wi t h th e exce p tion 

of t wo , on e of whbi")"f,} was Ro b ert E . Lee's ne ph e\ • Upo n a rriva l 

ba c k at t he Institut e , t h e Colonel "took t he int o on e o f t he ha ll ~ , 

gave t hem go od a d v ic e , and showe t hem t h eir r ashness a n d h) \'. ; . 
1 6 ,, . 

ne a r i t had led t o a trag edy , writt en i n t h eir own blood . '' I t was 

a t t h i s meet i n r t hat T . J . Jackson said , " :t- i l i t a ry men make 

s h or t spe e ches , and a s f or mysel f I a m no and at s p eak i ng , 

anyhow , the time f or war has not ye t come , b ut it will come , and 

t ha t s oon; a n d wh en it does come , my a dv i ce i s t o dr aw the sword 

d t h J . . ,, 17 an rO\ away t 1e sea ·grc • 

After h earing of the firing on Fort Sump t er , many of Lexington 's 

Un ionis ts' , mostly me c h a nics and work i n people , wer e d et e r mined 

t o show t h e ir r ese n t ment by flying t e f e deral fl ag fro m a ver y h i gh 

f l a gpole i n f ron t o f t h e Court Ho us e . On April 15 , 186 1 , t he 

s p ir i t of Unionism d i e d in Ro el bri dge . It was on this day t hat 

r eside nt Li n c ol n ca l led o n Vir g inia t o pro duce 75 , 0 00 v o l un t e ers 

fo r t he ur p os e of forci n g t he s e c ed£ d s t a tes bac k .into t h e Union . 

Fra ncis T . Anders on , a s t a unc h ockbridg e Un i onis t , rec e ive rl t he 

t el e gram in Lexingt on wh ich h ad come by c o uri e r f r om S t a un t on 

22 . 



c ont ai n ing Lincoln ' s ~rec l a ma t ion; and imme d i ately , t her eaft e r , 

he went in p e r son t o the c our t house l a wn . ,she s t o o d by t h e 

newly e r ect e d fed e r a l f l a g pol e , ,e s ai d , " I love tha t f lag . F or 

e i g 1t y year s , it as be en th e fl ag of my c ountry . Und e r i t s 

f o l ds , t h a t c ou n t r y has g r ovn ric h and p r os pe r o us . Bu t , f el low

c i ti z ens , t ha t f l ~g i s n ow in t he ha n ds o f <: u r e n e mi es . " At t h is , 

Ande r s on wa s d r own e d out b y h isses a n d boos fort e townspeopl e 

had n ot r e c ei v e cl a n i nkl ing o f wh a t h a d h a p p e n e d . 1'hen , when t h e 

c r owd had c al me d d own , h e pr oc ee d e d t o read Lin c o l n ' c Procl amation 

and i n t e r pr e t ec i t s s i g n i f i c a n ce c on c e r ning t h e S o u t her n p e o p l e . 

At t h e e nd , And ers o n r e c e i ve d a tr eme n dous c h e e r f r om al l t he 

l U . . h d a · .d l B p e op e . n1on1sm a i e • Davi ds on ma d e a c omment t o J am es 

B . Dor man t ha t t he " Uni on po l e r aised o n yes t erday , with t h e 

e a g le upon i t , has been c u t own by t h ose wh o r a i s e d i t . Ev e r y 

t h i ng i s qu i e t , a n a t lo n :S l a s t i t s e ems we a l l t hink, a l i k e . 111 9 

On t h e 1 6 o f Apr il , a d is pa t c h , s i gn e d b y t h i rty o f Roc k bri dge ' s 

.os t arden t Un.i oni s ts , wa s sent t o De l e g a t e Sar:1 ue l I'-i oore :iiri 

Ric hmon d , wh i c h ca l l e d f o r i s suppor t to " vo t e an o r d i nanc e of . 
20 

r evo l u t ion a t onc e . 11 Th e n e x t day , t h e c onv e n t i on e n a ct e d a 

s e c e s s io n o r d i n a n c e which t o ok t he S t a t e o u t o f t h e Un.i on . Th e 

Conv en t i o n c a l le d fo r a pl e bt.;=, c it e t o b e h e l d on May 23 , e it e r 

t o a dopt or re jec t t h is a c t i on ~. Ro c kbri dg e c as t 1 , 7 27 vo t e s fo r 

t he r di n a n c e a nd l vot e d a g a i ns t it . Ev en t h i s si ng l e pro - Uni on 

v o ter p ub l i c l y s t a t e d t h a t h e d e s p i se d t he Ab o l i t ioni s t s . I n 

r ea l ity , t his was a u na n i mous vot e g a i ns t Li n c o l n , ~ewar d , a n d 

t he p ro - North ern g ov e r nment s i t ua t e d i n \ a s hing t on . 2 1 

Ro c kbr i dg e c iti ze ns we r e q uit e sin c e re i n t h is l ove for t h e 

Uni on a n d t he re was n eve r a ny g e n e r a l e n t h usi asm f or se c essi on . 

Ye t , t l1 e i r basi c c on c e pt o f •ov e r nm e n t wa s sha t e r ed by Li n co l n ' s 

c al l for troops t o su ppr ess Virgi n i a ' s s i s t e r , c ommonwe a lth s . 

Th e ma j o r i t y of Vi r g i u i a n s b eliev e d t h a t , s i n c e t he s t a t e 

h ad ent e r e d t h e Un i on by i t s 0, 1n fr e e wi ll a n d a c cord , i t h a d 

t he r i ~h t t o s e c ed e fr om it . Linc o l n had v i o l ated t his c onc ept 

o f t he n a t ur e of g ove r nmen t , a nd Virg i 1 i a wo uld h a v e n o p a rt 
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in a g ov ernme n t r un by r les vhich were bas ically different 

fr om t hose she tra itiona l l y cld . 

Roc kbri dge citi z ens stoo d by t h eir native s t a te ~ith t h e 

s ame resolu t e s >iri t t ha t t ey for erly exp r es sed towar d t h e 

Union . T e S cotc h - Irish , e r e g o o d lov e rs , but t h e y wer e 

e qually as g oo d h<;1 t e r s . They to ok up arms wi t h re -r e t , but a lso 

with a v e ngeanc e . Th e y were f i l led with the same Ol d 1 est ament 

re l ig i o us zeal which had Qarke d t h e m s ince t h e i r a rr ival o n the 

fr ontier. No v, t h ey w ~r e f i gh ti ng for inde p e ndenc e a nd sovere i gnl t y . 

By t h is time , t ~e r esby t eri an Churc h had a l so d i v i de d 

betwe e n t e orth and t he So ut h . Th e f o l l owing r eso l uti on , 

pass e d i n 1862 by t he 'en era l .. ssembly of t he new Sout her n 

Pres byt er i a n Cl urc 1, 11ust h a v e h d s i gni fi ca n t effect on 

strongly Presbyt erian Ro ckbri dg e :22 

eeply c onv ince d t ha t t h i s s trug g l e i s 
not alone fo r civi l r i ght s and p r o per t y 
a nd h on e, bu t al s o for r elig i on , for 
t he Churc h , for the g os pe l , for existan ce 
its e lf , t he Churc hes in o ur con nectio n 
hav e f re e l y c o tfi bu t e d to its pros ecutio n 
o f t hei r substan ce, t hei r pr oyers, a n d 
a b ove a l l o f t h i member s and the b~loved 
youths o f the ir c ongr e g a ti on ... · 
The 1 sse bly desires t o r e c o r d , wi t h i ts 
sol e n a pprova l, ti s fact o f t he u nanimity 
o f our p e ople in s u pJ orti ng a c on t es t in 
whi c h rel igion a s we l l as pa tri o ti s m how 
su Mons t he c i tizens o f t .l s c o 1ntry , a nd 
i mp lore fo r t ,1 e1 the b lessing o f Go d i n t h e 
co ur se they a re purs ui ng ." 

W1en t he d ie was c as t, ckpr i dg e ci ti z ens t hrew t h eir 

property an d t he i r l i v es be in their s t a t e . Some had t he ir 

fears and a fe w t he ir forebod i n gs , but f o r t he most part the 
\ 

at1aos p here //'as o ne of enthusiasm , ho pe , a nd pa tr io ti sm . Three 

c ompanies l eft Lexing ton i mmedia te ly u pon the call of t h e 

Gov ernor. Tn e {o c k bri dge ifies with ab o t on e h u n dr e d f i fty 
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n e~ ma rc he d to S t aun t on o n Apr i l 18 . Als o le a v i n g a t approxima tely 

t he same time were t h e Ro ck br i dge F irs t Dra g oons a n d t he Sec ond 
23 Drago ons with abou t s i,ty men in each c ompany . On Sunday , t he 

21 , Ma j or T . J . J a c kson be ga h i s t ri p wi t h on e h undred and f i ft y 

V. ~ - I . Ca de ts to ii c hmond wher e t h e y were to a i d in t he training 

of n ew t r oops . 

he ichmo nd Di s pa tch gav e a n e d i t oria l s a lut e to t h e brave 

weste r n co u .i t y with an a rticle e n tit led " Ga ll n t Ro c l-:b ri< ge . 11 2 4 

Th e i nstan t ma rc hing o f t hr e e c ompanies of 
vo lunt eer s f r om Roe br i dg~ upon t he f i rs t 
a n nouncemen t of hos ti l iti es , oes inf inite 
h o nor to tha t p a iriotic and gallant c o unty . 
It i s a c ounty whi ch'was t e f irst t o mo v e i n • 
t he Rev ol ution ; and is ,i n t he f ron t r an - n ow , 
s howing t ha t the sons are wort hy o f t hei r s i res . 
I t was a stron~ Un i on Co unty up t o t he mo eot 
o f t he Proclam~tion , but f r om tat oment, 
lik e a ll men o f Virg ini a of al l pa rties who 
d eserve t h e name o f Vi r g i nians or of men, it 
pic k ed up t he g a un t l et t ha t Li n coln ha d t hr own 
down , a n d s e n t f orth one s hout f r om hill a nd 
g len , fr om 10untai n a nd valley , . "To Ar ms ! To 
Ar ms !" 
\' e know t h e men who hav e g on e fro m Roc kbri dg e , 
a nd i f t h e bodies of our i nv aders a re no t a s 
s mall as t heir so uls , which would r end er t h em 
entirely invi s i ble. to the n ake eye , we will 
venture t o say t ha t ev e r y s hot o f a Ro ckbri dge 
ri f le bri t gs down the game a t any distanc e , 
and every c u t of a Rockbr i dge sabre d i s s olves 
t he Un ion o f a n a bolit ionist ' s head wi t h hi s 
c a rcass . 

Th e Davi ds o n f ami ly b ec am e i ~d~e d i a t el y inv?lve d i n t he 

Southern Ca us e . s has bee t for mer l y stated , Charli e and All ie 

had al r e ady go , .e i t h t he s tuden t co npanies fr om t he Un ive r s ity 

of Virg i n i a t o Har per ' r Fer ry . News c ame t ha t t h ey had arrived 

~af el~, alo ng with ap proxi mat ely t hre e hundred other stud ents . 

Th ey wer e being drille d everyday by t he i r pr ofes sors . On April 

25 , t he ockbri dge Ri fle s a rrive d at Iar per ' s F e r r y a n d met with 



ps 

t he Ch a rlo t t esvi lle Compani es . n t hat same day , Al l ie a nd 

Ch a r l ie r e c e i v ed a l ette r fr om their f ather , h ich ask e d t h em 

to co me to Ri c hmond t h e next d ay i n order t o g et per manent 

mi l i t a r y pos it ions . Both wer e ordere d i n t o the mountains of 

V . . . 25 
Wes t 1rg1 n1a . 

Fr e d Da v i ds o ci l e f t i s s t ud ies a t as h i ng ton Col leg e a n d 

march e d I ith tha t first contin g ent of t h e Rockbri dg e Rifl es a s 
2 6 

a s e co nd corporal . Hi s f a t her vi s i t e d the camp of the Rock -

bri dg e Ri fl es once in ~a y , 1861. Th e e lder Davi dson wrot e t o 

h i s wif e t ha t Fred wa s well and h a r d a t work . He wa s also h a ppy 

to r e p ort t ha t t here was n o drinki ng on t he pos t. Davi dso n 

was grea tly i mpresstid by the ord e r and en t h usiasm o f t h e camp . 
2 7 Fre d was a "fi ne s ol d ier 11 a mo ng an ex c e pti onal g rou p of men . 

Meanwh i le Greenlee wa s recruit i n g v o l unt eers . A mas s 

me e t i ng of Rock bri g e citi z ens lat e i n April r eso lved "tha t a bl e 

bo d i e d young men , not exceeding t wo h undred men , wh o des ire t o 

serve t h ei r c ountry , b e req ueste d to report to Col . Davi ds on , 

a t Lexing t on , i rr-,m e diately . 11 A notice a ls o appe a re d in t h e Gaze tt e 

whi ch f urthe r connected Gre enl ee with t h e mi litary operat i ons 
28 

in the c ounty: 

Att en tion: Off icers of t he 8 th Reg i n en t 
The Tr a i ning oft e o f f i c ers o f t h e 8 th 

<egimcnt of the Vi rgini a Mil i t .ia wil l tak e 
p l a c e on t he 30t 1. of A_lril , anu t h e 1st a n d 
2nd of May , and t he General Mus ter o f s a id 
Re g i ment at the s ame p lac e , on t h e 3 r d day 
of Ma y next . By ord er of 

Co l. Davi dson 
Gr een lee Davidson , a d j u t ant 
8 t h Re g . Va . Mi l itia 

J ame d D. Davidson wondered if o t he r co unti es h a d the same 

e n thus iasm as Rock bri dg e . He rec e i v e d a p a rtial a n s wer whi l e on 

hi s tri p to Ha r p er' s F erry i n May . He c ons i d ered Rock bri dg e to 
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have b een "f ired up to almost a c onflagration . 11 But h e found 

upon 1is " wi nding way" t ha t " Augusta , l bermar lc , Or ang e , 

Culp e pper, l rinc e Will i a m, Cl ark , Sh enandoah , Jef fe r son et c . 

were all l i k e us on fi r • 11 2 9 

An a musing a rt ic le a ppear ed in t he Gazette June 13 , 1861, 

en titled 11 e l l Don e Ol d ockbridg e • 11 It f irst pro claimed t ha t 

Ro c ~ r idge ell d eserv e d t l1 e ti t l e o f banner c ounty . Th en i t 

gave an ins ight into t he t ype of t ro ops Rockbri dg e was furnishing 

t he Co n f ederacy : 
30 

They a r e . t he rea l mountain boys at t hat- 
the c haps who we re born wi t h a rifle i n 
t h eir hands , wh o can p i c k -a squirre l off 
t h e highest l i mb , p l ay havoc wi t h a flo ck 
of p artri dg es on t he win~ , ~nd have b een 
acc us t ome d to havi ng a coon a tree , 
si gnify as much t o say , 11 dol't't s h oo t , 
J\·list e r , I ' ll just come d own . " Wh e n t ,hey 
ge t a pe e at the wh ite i n the Yankee 's 
eyes, t ha t mis era bl e se t of Go d for s ak en 
wretches had a s well begi n t o say their 
prayers a n d r e pare f or " Ki ngdom Come . " 
Hurrah f or Ol d ockbri dge . Sh e was f irs t 
·n preserving p e a c~ and hav i n g fa il e d in 
that she is n ow firs t i n wa r . 

Gr e enlee a vi dson a cc e pte Letcher' s invi t a t ion in May to 

b e c ome t he Gov ernor ' s p ersona l aide wi t h t h e r ank of Lt . Co lonel 

of Cavalry . He gave u p hi s pr o fess ion and began p lac ing al l 

of i s e n erg ies a t t h e h a nds of t 1e Govern or . His l et ter~ 

t elling abo u t h i s new p os ~ti 7 con ' t begi n until J uly , 1861 . 

It was on July~ t ha t h e wet t h e Go v e r no r a t Go r do ns vi l le 

a nd travelled with h i m to Ri chmond , ,here t hey remaine d unti l 

Let c h er left on a t our o f t e Nor thwes t fr ont. I m ortant 

f i ght ing wa s tak ing p lac e , which wou ld deci de t he f a te of t he 

wes t e r n c ount ies of Virg i n i a . Th e So u the r n forc es were fa ring 

badly fro m ~i n c hester to Cha rles t on , Vi r g i 1 i a . J ohnsto n had 

fal l en back f rom Ha r pe r' s F err y t o Winc h est er and was b e ing 
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p us h e d har d by a t t ers on ' s ever- i n cr e asing ma n p ower . J ohn s ton 

was s u 1pos e d to have been re - e n f orced by Beaur e gar d . r eenlee 

said t ha t "Uncle la ts o n" r e l a t ed t o him t hat "th e mi l itia are 

f locki ng in t o J'o hnston ' s c a mp i n l a r ge n umbers fro m c ount i es 

i n t he neig hborho o d of \ i nc h es t er . 11 3 1 Yet t he p i c ture look e d 

bad as t he exagger a t e for c es of att ers on grew l arger and 

l arg er . 

Meanwhile , botl llie a nd Cha r l ie were i n t h e moun taino us 

c ount ies o f We s t Virg i n ia and i n t he Kanm ha Val ley . n July 6 , 

t h ey we r e enc ampe d a t Dr y Creek rot f a r f r om 7h i t e Sul phur. 

Mr . Dav ids o had already asled Gre n le e for a c opy o f t he Troo per' s 

~a n ue l by Davi s f or 1 l l ie becaus e t ie c omp a ny was re l y i ng upon 

h i m t o h el p t hem dri ll . It seems tha t t he c ompa n ies ha d jus t 

l eft Le x ingt o n t 1re e d ays be fore c omi ng to Dr y Creek . The fi r s t 

n i g ht out , t hey c amped at F'r ank Jorda n ' s on t h e fa r s i d e o f No r t h 

Moun t ain , probab l y at Long )a le. The s e c o 1d n i gh t \ a s s pent in 

Covington . bout t wo ve eks l a ter , they were st t i on e d nin e miles 

nort hwes t o f Charles to n . Al l ie ~ as s ome v e r y int eres ti ng 
3 2 

de t il s t o tell about t h e life o f n ew s ol d iers . 

Bil l oore , a me mb e r of t he c ompany , g ot some on e i n Le .. isburg 

to ,nal e h i 1 a · ou b l e c an t een, on e si d e fo r wa t er and t h e othe r 

f or whisk ey . He b rough t t h i s u t ensil a long a n d wou l d sli p out 

o f cam p and g et it filled . At o n e pla c e Bi l l pu t t he c an teen 

under h i s co a t a nd star ted t o wa t e r i s h ors e . A'.l ie h J ppen e d 

t o see h i h a n d start e d t o wa t e r i s hors e a t t he same t ie , and 

t h ereby , k e p t h i m f ro . ge tti ng any l i q uor . Th e next mor ing 

Bi l l ' s h ors e h c::iJ d isa1,pea red , and Bi ll ent 

c has e' l ooki ng f or i t. V 1en l i e re tu r n e d , 

hors e a nJ a l s o had a we ll - f illed c a nt e en . 33 

· llie o n ~ \vild goos e 
I 

Bi l l had fo und h is 

Th e Davi ds on b oy s ' 

c ompa ny passed thr oug h the bea uti f ul Ka nawha Va l ley on S unday . 

The troo s stoppe d and held " d i v ine s e r v ices . " The n ext d ay 

t h ey were o r der ed up th e l i v e r . Whi le c a mp e d a l on g t h e &lk 
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River , t h e Company ' s Ca p t a in g a v e a moc k a l a r m t o t es t t he 

Company ' s abili t y to g et in t o fig h t ing pos it i on . Al l ie , wh o 

was t h e o ffi cer of t he da~and t he troops wer e c omplimen ted on 
· 4 

t heir p er f or manc e . 

Meanwh ile , the w ole Wes tern fr ont s e eme d t o be c avi ng in 

on t he Con f eder a tes . Greenle e , r o t e fro m Greenbri er River in 

Po caho n tas County on July 13 , tha t Ri ch Mo unt a i n ha d b e en 

surrounde d and c ut off . There had b een a r eg ul ar s tampede of 

Col . Scot t ' s f orces fr om Chea t Mountain unti l t h e Governor 

himself had bro ugh t it to a halt . Co ndi t ions had d e t eriorated 

t o suc 1 a degree t ha t a Mr . W. She en from ·oc a h ontas Co urt Hous e 

had wr i t ten to J ames D. Da v idson and asked him to form a c ouple 

of g ueri ll a c ompanies i n Ro ckbridg e fro m t he mount ain p eopl e wh o 

were living at t h e h ead of Kerr ' s a nd Co l l ier ' s Cre eks . Th ere 

i s n o record that Davi dso n f ollowe d Sh een ' s req u e s t. 

In the l a t ter part of Aug us t, All i e wr ote f r om Camp Bu t es, 

whi c h wa s loc ated thirteen or f ourt een miles f rom Gau l e y Br i dg e, 

t ha t a Cap t . Jenkins ~nd some thr ee companies of Ca valry we re 

ambushed nea r t he Hawk ' s Nest. Allie ' s own c ompany had b e e n 

cut d own t o a v ery s mal l number by t ho6e who ha d deserted or left 

for othe r reas ons . a r dly fif t y men c oul d b e mustered ou t of a 

c ompany o f s e v e n t y fi ve . The r e was s ome t alk t ha t t he entire 

c ompany wou l d retur n home after t hre e month s , but Al lie said , 

'' I hav e a l , a y s be e n in fav or o f JOing in for the d ur a tion of t h e 

war . 11 Aft e r a little wor e than . a week , All ie wr o t e fro t he 

Ha wk ' s Nes t tha t it was t he furtheres t ou t- pos t in \ e s t ern Vi r g i n i a . 

Ge n . { . E . Lee h ad tak en c omman d over t h~ for c es t o the north of 

t h em. Ar ound t he first of Se pt ember , l lie had c arried a 

" d es patch o ut to Valley Mountain to Gene r a l Le e " and ha d s pent 

t h e night t h ere . \bi le he was gone , ther e had been a l l~h t 

ski r mish wit h t h e enemy , but its only purp ose wa s t o te a c h t he en 

"the mus i c o f g r ape shot, c anno n ba l ls and s he l ls . 11 3 6 
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Al l ie had se en n inety- s i x pri soner s on t h e r oad to Lewi s burg 

wi t h eneral F l oyd . On e o f t h em was a f r ee Ne gr o . Al lie hea r d 

on e man say t hat this Ne gr o had off ered t wen t y - fi v e hundre d 

dolla r s t o b e r e l e ased a n d al lowe d s a f e c on d uct t o Oh i o, but 

Floyd t urne d a d eaf e a r to h i m. lli e had n o doub t s t ha t t h e 

Neg r o " woul d so on f ind h i s wa y t o a c o t t o n p l an t a t i on , \\he r e he 

vi ll f i nd out tha t tl e r e i s a d i ffere n c e be t ween t h e whit e ma n 
37 

and t e n e g r o . 11 

By ept emb e r 30 , e e ha t a k e n f u l l c ommand , a n d Wi s e h ad 

been or ere bac to Ri c 'l non d . , i n t e r wa s beg·i n n i ng t o make i ts 

fi r s t a p eara nce i n t he mounta i n r e ~i ons with its c ol d a n d 

r ~iny a t mos phere . A l et t e r fro m Charli e in l a t e Nov ember to ld 

t ha t Al l i e had b een t a k en ho e b ec a us e o f an extremely s e r i o us 

c ase o f f ever. e wa s n o t r e c ov er ing as he s h ou l d . Char li e 

h i ms e l f , was q ui t e we l l i n s p i t e o f an e p i de mic o f j a und ice 

wh i c h was s we e ping t h e camp . The me n wh o were abl e ha d be un 

b uildi n g hut s f or wint er , s i n c e t h ey haJ mov e d camp from 

Gr e e nbr i a r Bri dg e to five miles e as t of Ti unt s v ill e on the 

Monteey ro a d . Ch a rl ie ma d e t h e di s c our a g i ng obs e rvat i o n tha t 

t h e " c o Lm t r y peo p l e h a v e ne ither p a tri o tism, h os p i t a l i t y or 

c onsci e n c e a n d c h a r ge us t h e most ex or bi t an t p r ices fo r ev e r y t h i ng 

we g e t ; " fo r i ns t a n c e , b u t t e r cos t th em f i f t y c en t s per pound 

and cor n me a l t , ~ do l l a r s per bus h e l. Cha rl i e h ad b een pl a ce d 

. f k ' ;s i n c a r g e o coo 1ng . 

1ean !til e , t rag e y h a d s tr uc k i n t h e Da v idso n f a mily . t 

i r s t Ma n a s s as, •re d Davi dso n , a memb e r o f t he 27th irg i n i a 

I n fan try , Compa ny I , wa s k ill ed . By h is own r e ques t h e was 

b uried on t he ba ttle i e l d . 3 ' Hi s fa t he r was gr ant ed per mi s s ion 

by t h e Con fe der a t e Ar my t o g e t i nsi de i t s l i n e s a t Manass as t o 

s e e t a t h i s son wa s prop er ly b ur i e d . 40 

La t e r i n ea r l y autumn a g r oup o f l oc a l ci t i z ens a s k ed 
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Ro ckbridge p eop l e to l e dge sums of money f or t he e r e c ti on o f 

a monument e ither on t h e gr oun ds of /a s h ing t on Co llege or V. 

t,1 . I. i n ho nor o f "th os e gallant youn g men , Dxt on , Bradly , 

Uavidson , Be l l , , 'ilson , At t , Moffa t, •!cCl ure , McCorkl e , Goo l sby , 

Md a namy an , Stri ck l er , who fel l o n t he i mmor t a l fi el d of 

.t,anassas July 21, 1 8 6 1 . 1141 Some fun ds wer e r a i s e d , b ut ot he r 

battles an d har d times ov er s hado ve d t his en de a vor. 

s Fr ed 

grandfat e r , 

Ja v idson ' s fami l y wa s mour n i n g h i s d e a t h , h i s 
· 4 2 

the Rev. An dr ew f . Dav idson , pass e d a way . He 

had be en t he senior member o f Lex i ng t on Presb, tery a nd a mi ni ste r 

in t he Pr esbyt erian Ch ur c h fo r ab o u t fi fty - fi v e years . He was 

we l l k n own f or h i s evang eli s t ic \·o r k havin g foun d ed c ong r e ga t ions 

at Collierstown , Kerrs Cr e ek , a n d Rockbr i dge Bat hs . He d ied on 

Sunday , ug us t 3 , a t a ri e a g e of e i r ht one . 

lhil e ll i e wa s i l l i n Wes t Vi r gini a , his o t her went to 

s ee him a n u t ook c a r e of h i n unti l he was a b l e t o b e ove d t o 

Lexington . Char l i e had jus t b e en a p~o i n ted a i e u t e n ant i n the 

first batt a li o 1. Gre en1ee was re pa r i n • h i u s e l f fo r t he win t e r 

mon t hs , a n d wa t o b oard i n t h e ov ernor ' s Mansion . s t he 

Governor ' s a i de h e had v a ri ous duti es t o perfor m. F or ex ample , 

he tol d o f a c c ompa nyi n g the Gov ernor and J ohn C. Br eck inr i dg e 

who we r e deliv ering ba t t l e f a gs t o the r egiment s a t Manassas . 

Yet reen l ee had an unquenchab l e des i r e t o g o d ir ect ly int o 

a ctive c ombat . ~ven a s f a r ba ck on July , 186 1 , h e had given 

s everal i ndic a tions o f h i s wi sh es . 1 • H. Ca t ~e t t , Gr e e n l ee ' s 

c lose fr i e n d a n d ass oc ia te t old h i s fa t her abou t it , who i n 
4 3 

t urn wrot e Gre e n lee : 

Ca t \e t t tol d us yo ·l~ad s ome · d eas of going 
i n t o t he f ie l rl . Yo ur Ma and I thi nk y ou 
o ugh t no t . You a r e t he c o n fid e n t ial a i d o f 
the ov e rnor a n I do n o t t hink y o u ought 
t o leav e him 0¥ . e voul d h a ve t o ge t a 
s trang er f or aid ; , ho mi g t not be c omf or t ab l e 
t o him . l e 1ave a l ready t hree sons i n the 
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fi e ld a nd one of them in h i s gr a v e . 
I s th i s not enough ? 

Gr eenl e e be c _. me more and r ore r est l ess . 'l'he Co. feder a tes 

had f a r ed badly in ~es t Virg i n i a ; now d uri n g t he win t er t h e 

Yankees began ush i ng bo t h a lon g; t h e e as t co a s t and t h e Wes t e rn 

sec ti on o f t he Confedera cy. Disas t er had s tr u cl a t ~ort Henry 

and oanok e I sland . These def eats br o ugh t pa ni c i nto t he minds 

o f the Confedera t e leaders. On F ebrua r y 10 , Gr eenlee wnote 

fro m Ri c mond t ha t he ha d " det er mined to t a ke t h e fiel d and 
. 4 4 

g ive be ne fi t o f rny weak a r m to t he c a use of So ut he r n I nde p e ndenc e . " · 

Gr e enl ee ' s lett e r brougt t a qu ick r epl y _fr om h i s fat h er . 

Mr. Da vi dson i ndic a t ed t hat h e had not ~e en s urpri s e d by 

his s on 's decis ion to e n t er direct l y i n to a ctive servi c e bu t 

tat bo th he an d h i s moth e r r e grette :i ha v ing "to p a rt " with p im . 

Us fi nal ircrds i n t h i s lett er we r e : " Go with t he Blessing of 

your a rents a nd may He ave n pros per and de fend y ou, i s t h e p r aye r 
45 

o f y our Paren t s . " 
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Cha p t er III 

Va r a n d Fami y Tr age dy 

Gr eenlee 1)a vidso n \ a s o ff i c ial ly c ommi ssi on e d Cap tain 

of Artiller y by Govern or J ohn Le tcher on F ebr ua r y 14 , 18 62 . 1 

Tremendo us res pons i b ilities were n ow p l a ce d up on t he shoulders 

of the yo un g c aptain . He h ad t o ob t a i n guns f o r th e bat t ery . 

C6mpany offi cers had to be p i ck e d . I e cruits had to be f ound . 

Fi nancing the cos t o f or g ani z i n g t he compa ny was a l s o his 

own priv ate resp onsibil ity . 

i v e g uns wer e g iven t o Green l e e by Gov e r n or Letch er , 

hi r e lf . F or t h i s reaso n t h e batt e r y was named Th e Letcher 

Artill ery Batter y i n hi s honor . The s e g uns c onsis ted of 

two t we lve -pound Howitzers (brass), two i r on six- p ou nde r s, a nd 

one eig t pound a rrott rifle. The y had been melted over a t t h e 

Tredegar I ro n \ or s in Richmond . The o r i g i n a l g uns h ad b een 

g iven to Virg inia by Fr a n ce thro ugh the i nstrumen t a lity of 

General ,ar quis Lafay e t t e when it was a colony struggling f or 

independe n ce. Th ey ha d b e en k e p t a t t he s t a te ars e nal unt i l 
2 

Let cher ordere d t h em to b e me lted over . 

Fortuna te ly , Greenlee f ound able me n t o b e officers in 

h is co ,. p any . John Ty ler , Sr . and Th omas A. Br ander, J r . 

wer e c o ission e d li'irs t Li e ut enan t s . Charles El l i s 11 u n f ord , 

Sr ., and h lliam E . Tanner, J r. receiv e d c ommiss ions a s 

Second Lieut enants . Gr eenlee' s brother, lbert Davi dso n , h o 

had recovere suffi c iently t o j oi n t he company , was app oin te d 

Fi rs t Serg e ant . t h er nonc ommi ss i one d officers were • C . 

Ma cmur do , Se c ond S e r g eant; J ames E . Tyl er , Third Ser geant; a n d 
3 

Tom Vorsham , F ourth Serg e a n t. 

Gre enl ee t urn e d to h is fat h er fo r finan c ial a i d by 

borrowing five hundr ed d olla r s . The o r g an i z a t ion of t he 
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company cost a p proximat e ly one t h ousand dol lars . fter the 

company was in f i ghti ng condition, t his amount would b e 
4 parti a lly r e f unded by t he Confeder a te Government. 

On t h e eleventh o f •ebruary, Gr eenle e b e g an recrui t ing 

men by openin g an of f ice in Ri c hmond. He sent h is f a t h er a 

number of his recruiti ng a dv er tisement s so tha t he cou ld 

ci rcula t e t h em ift ockbri dge . The el der Da v ids on , i n a 

reply t o reenl ee, gave him a few wo r ds of a dvice: 5 

In recruit i ng yo ur men, some wi ld 
cha r a ct ers may a ppl y . Tho Jsi cJ 
apparently objectionabl e , t h ey 
after ward mak e the best sol diers. 
Treat them k indly and res p ec tful l y 
witho ut excep ti on . Be k i nd bu t 
decided and y our men will obey you . 

You must ex pect to t ake many 
r oug h fello vs . Don 't let t h e idea 
g et out t hat yo ur co T.!n an i i s to 
b e formed of rudish young men . 
It wo n 't do. In a word , use 
kind words a lways and nev;-;;-wound 
men ' s feel ings of a ny a p pl i c ant 
for your co [ mpanyj • 

By p ersonal e x peri enc e , Greenl ee discovered h i s fat h er '$ 

a dv ice to be wise. He wrote the e lder Davidson o Apri l 27 

not t o send "any but co mmon men" for h is wa s a "compa ny of 

re o- ulars" a n d s ome t ough c haracters were in it . Il e made it 

cl e a r tha t vhoever j oine d h i s compa ny had t o as s oc i ate c ongeni a l l y 

with all of its members. 6 

Mr. Davidson gave Greenlee some a dditional p ointers whi c h 

wo uld hel p him in h is re lations h i p with h i s men . He felt tha t 

t h e ~ apta in s 1o ul d t a k e a sincere interest in s e ein g t h a t h is 

men were well fe d and clo the d . He also s uggested that 

Gr een l ee write le tters for t he men b ec a use "little matte rs 

at t ende d to f o r t h e m p romp t l y a nd c h eerfu l l y will i ns ure t h ei r 

g oo d wil l . " He c oncluded t h ese \ Or ds o f advice with the s t at e ment 

t ha t t h e wa r had " swept away both l aw a n d Gos p el" and n ow a 
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7 
perso n a d to dec i d e f or himself t he mor al a ct i on h e must tak e. 

By mi d Apri l , Gr eenlee had twenty mili t i a men fr om 'l< a d ison 

Count y a s si gn ed to him . e a sked h is fa t h er to offer no mo re 

t han a f if ty dollar bon us in additi on to t h e Gov ernment b ounty 

for eit e r driver s o r privates. ' oward t h e en d o f Apri l , 

Gr eenlee had est~ lished c a mp n e a r ~uinea Stati on in Ca r o l i n e 

Co unty , call i n g it Camp Letch er. He had at t he time f our of 

h is g uns and seven t y -th r ee men . The h o r ses and baggage wag ons 

al ong with twenty- seven men were p l a ce d in t he c h a r ge of Lt . 

Br a nd er and ~l lie . Al li e g a ve a n exc el le t p icture of t he 

c a mp s itua tio n thro ugh one inc ide nt whi c h happened {3-
Brother Greenle e ' s men a r e the ha rdes t 
c ases I ever saw, they a r e ev en wors e 
t han Charly ' s Iri shmen . They c an 't 
l ook a t wh i sl ey wi t hout g e t t ing 
beastly drunk, a n d the n the on ly way 
we can manage them is to kn o c k them 
d own wi t h a sti ck a n d bu c k them . On 
Saturday , I s aw one of our men rec e ive 
a bottle of whis l ey fro m t wo l ow women 
who had b rought t hemselves out to c amp . 
I i mmed i ate l y reporte d t he f a ct to t h e 
Captain , wh o o r dered me t o a rrest ·the 
l adi es(?) and c a rry t hem before the 
rovos t 1ars hal . I d i d so tho ugh n ot 

without many tears on t h e part of the 
woman who h ad • i ven t he bo ttle of 
whisk ey . The ~arshal sent me bac k f or 
t he man who ha d received t h e whi skey , a n d 
as I was bring ing h im t o t he Provost 
of f ice, h e put the s purs to his horse 
a n d tri~d t o es cape, but I ha ul e d out a 
pistol wh ich I ha d fo rt unately u t in 
my pocket, and fired a wa y at him , and 
t ho ug he wa j a considerate dis t ance ahead , 
it succe e ded i n sto p ping h i m imme d i a tely 
though i t d i d not stri ke eithe r him o r 
t h e ho r s e . I t h en took him before t he 
~arshal l , who h ad b o t h him a n d t he woma n 
l ock e d up f or t h e n i ght tha t they mi gh t 
mourn over t heir ni s dee ds . 

35 . 



--

\'hile on one of his trips to ichmond , e a r l y i n 1 8 62 , 

Mr . Dav idson ro d e ou t to visit is s ons . Wh en h e a r rived , 

a g r e a t commotion was in progr ess at t he camp . A man n amed 

Utel a n d ha d be en t hrown fro1 a team o f fri ghtened h orses whi c h 

were pu ll i n g a batt ery wago n , a nd h i s h e ad was c r ushed unde r 

the wagon wheels . The f uneral for t he ma n wa s h el d t he 

n ext day in t he Hollywood Cemetery in , i chmon d . Greenlee , 

with a b o u t f ifty o f hi s men a rri v e d at t h e funeral just 

be f ore t h e loweri ng of t he c off in . Th e minis t e r g ave a 

s l ort sen on f or t heir ben efit . Th e e lder Dav idson h o was 
9 a lso a tt endi ng , describe d the re a ct ion of Greenle e ' s men : 

Those wi ld me n , many of whom had 
sca r ely ever heard or heed e d the 

ord o ' God; bowe d t hemselves before 
t he p r eac her with uncovered heads , 
and wep t li k e little chil dr en . 
These brav e and h a r dy so ldiers 
bec omi ng as little c hil dren b efor e 
the man o f ' od , h is k i n d p res ence , 
as he s tood ov et t h e m, and spoke 
to t h em, engr a ve d d eep on my 
memor y a scen e t ha t will pas s 
f r om it only when I have f o llo\ved 
Ut e l and and his Captain t o my g rav e . 

Te c ompany dr i lled every day and o n Sat ur day s t hey 

fired b l ank c a rtri dg es . Lt . Br ander and Allie h a d moved the 

c o pany h orses f r om Ri c hmo nd to a p l a ce t welv e mi illes fro m 

Fredri cks b urg . round the fi r s t of May , Greenl ee expect e d 

Gener al Jac cson to c ome f r om t h e Va l l ey a n d tak e c ommand of 

t h e troo ps in that s e c t ion . 

s even miles fro m Camp Letche 

The Ya nk ees were st c1 t i oned on l y 
10 

Y.. e a nw1 i le, J ames B . or man , a cousin o f t he Davi dsons , 

pai d a v isi t to Camp Le tche r a n d found t h e brother s qu it e well 

a nd g ener a lly in g oo d spirits . Al l i e f e l t t h a t the a rti lle r y 

was rathe r monotonous and would ha v e pr e f erred t he Rangers . 

Dorman menti one d t he excellent dinner h e r e c e iveJ t h ere , 
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c ons is t ing of boiled ham , stewed c h icken , b r ead and b utter, 

p i ck l es , a n d other tr immi n gs . or ma n sai d t ha t hi s own troops 

were f a r ing no t ne a r l y so well , havin g t heir diet confi ned 

ch iefly to " middling and bl a ck - eye d p e as . 11 11 

Duri ng t his t ime , Ch a rl i e has b e en with t he F irs t (I r i s h) 

Ba ttali on , wh i c h wint ered i n \ es t Vi r g i nia, near Huntsville . 

I t was co mman de by aj or J . D. ?- unfor d , an Eastern Virg i nia 
I 

g en t lema n l a wyer , who ha d been an att a c h e , of a Un ited S tates 

embas s y in one of the So u t h merican c ountries b e f or e t he 

war. He was a poli ti c al a ppoi nte e with n o military trai n ing 

wha t s oever. Cha r lie sai d t ha t even a fter f ive mon t hs as c omma n der 

of t he a tt a li on h e was s t il l unable to g i ve a comman d 

prop er l y . " He knew as muc h ab out milita ry matter s and [ was 

asJ c a pabl e of managing a batta lion as a s c h oo l b oy ." He was 

a frai d t o do anything on his own r es pons i bi lity , " but was in 

t h e habit of r i d i n g ov er to Iluntsvil le , wh en General Loring 

was ther e , to cons ult h i m on t h e , ost triv i a l p o int o f 

milit a r y r ou t ine ." Char li e had l i ttl e res pe ct also for t h e 

c a p tains i n t h e a tt a l i on , but the l i eutenant s , with t h e 

except i on of t wo , were g r adua t es of V. M. I . a n d wer e g ood 

ff . 1 2 
o 1cers . 

In t h e l a t e wint e r and e a r ly s pr i ng , t he F i rst Battalion 

joi ne Gene r al Jacks on i n muc h of t he Valley Campa i gn . Charlie 

wrot e h is mo ther concerni ng the battle of Kernst own whi c h took 

plac e on arch 23 . I t was the only maj or eng a g ement 

Gener a l J·a ckson l os t during the Campai gn . The F irst Battal io n 

s uffered h eavy l os es . Of t h e one h undr ed and fi f t y men 

en gaged , forty - sev en we r e k illed , wo un ded or mi s s i ng . A Capt . 

J ones , Charlie' s c ompany c ommander, wis k illed . Capt . Thor n 

was wo un d ed i n t wo or three places , b ut "a Te s t a men t i n h i s 

lef t coat pock et was t orn a l l t o p i e ces by a mi n ie ball ;" 

t h us his life was save d . At t h e fi r s t o f t he bat tl e , the 
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Battalion m' sunderstood a n order and broke to t he rear , but 

t h e men \ er e r al li ed by their officers and later fough t 

fier cely and br ave ly , b eing among t he las t to leave t h e f ield . 1 3 

An a dvert isement a ppe a red in t he Lexington Gazet t e during 

t h e mont h o f Ma rch cal l i ng for recruits . It was s i gn ed 

by C . • Davidson , F i rst Lieut en an t , C . S . A., recruiting 

offi cer : 

I des ire to e nlist f or t h e Confeder a te 
Ar my 50 able bodied men . They wil l 
receive P?.Y , cloth i n g a nd b oa r d , fr om 
t he date o f e nl is t me nt . Eac h recruit 
will a l so r e c ei v e a bounty of 50 , 
half pay on enlistment, a n d t h e other 
on joi ning t he ir company . 

I will pa y t he s um of t wo dollars 
to a nyo n e, bring ing in an accep ted 
recrui t . 

endezv ous a t the of f ice of J . D. 
Davids on . 

In May, Charlie told of sta rt i n g north fro m Harrisonbur g 

with General Ewell' s Divis ion . The tro ops t ook an un ex pect ed 

righ t t urn a n d ma rche between t h e Bl ue idg e and Mass a nut ten 

~ ountains and encampe d ten miles s out h o f Luray , where they 

were joined by e n . Jac kson' s f orces . The nex t day , they 

pass e d through Luray and took t he roa d t o Fr on t oyal . Ar ound 

f ive o 'c lo cl on t he a ft er noon of t he fo l lowing day , ~ a y 2 3 , 

t he h ead of Ewell ' s Col umn enc ountered t h e enemy . The e n ·age 

ment was quite success ful for t he Confe erates . Cha r l ie wr ote 

t a t t hey cap tured several pieces of a rt il ler y , a n d l a r g e amounts 

of c ommi s sar y and ord inance g oods . The tro ops s t a rted for 

\ inc h es t er . n'h en they r e a c h e d t he Val l ey t ur n pi k e, t he who l e 

road was "strewn wi th Yank ee kn a ps a c ks a n d bagga ge ." They 
1 4 

mov ed on t o ' i n c h es ter where a battl e was f ough t on Ma y 25 . 

fter t h is enco un t er, t h e First Batta lion was or dere d toward 

E s t ern Virg i nia . 

Duri ng t h i s tro op movement, Charl ie had an opportunity to 
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see Greenlee s everal times . He wrot e from Camp Mc Gunea's 

Station t ha t t h ey h a d p lenty o f blank ets and t ha t a r my li fe 

was n ot b a d at al l. Later t h ey move d in to York t own and 

prepa r ed t hemselves for the Ya nk ee La ndi ng , wh ich wa s to 

begi n the so-called Peninsul a Campaign . 15 

The Letche r Battery on , ay 13 wa s encamped near Telegr a h 

Roa d be t \. een f ive an six mil es fro m Fr edericksburg . The 

c ompany now c on t a ined a pproximately on e hundred and t wenty 

men ready for active duty . he men were b ehaving much better 

by this t i me. lean, ile , Gr e e~lee' s father a nd \ i l l i ~ were 

in Ri c hmo nd . anic struck the city . On May 14 , t he el der , 
1 6 

Da v ids on wrote t ha t 11 t h i ngs look bad l y here . " Th e next day , 

he wrote Greenl ee that even though ichmond look e d destitute, 

t he Governor would n ot leave until the l a st minute before it 

rea lly bec ame imp er a tive tha t he eva cua te , Military a c t i on d i d 

no t come as quickly as t he Southerns h,ad feared. ne bad s c a re 

took p l a ce in t he las t week o f ~ a y when Yankee lines made a 

skirmish a r ound Ashl a n d . It cause d much f r i ght ~nd a nea r 

stampe d e . The etch er battery was divi d e d , with t wo o f its 

g uns bei ng s e n t to A l and and t h e rest with the retrea t ing 

troo ps . 
17 

On :f.·ay 30 , Cha rlie wro te from York t own t ha t t h e Ya nke es 

had l a n ded , but vere confined to a n ei ght-to-te n mi l e s tretch 

and were onl y about 6 ,000 strong . Co l . :Magruder had r e c ived 

i nfo rmat i on that t h e Yankees were t o attack . Charlie h i ms elf, 

was stati on ed in c har ge o f t wo p i ec es of arti l lery on the 

outsi e of t h e town . Thus, the Yank ees began the long advan ce 

1 d th C f d t 't 1 18 up the p en ins u a towar e one r a e cap i a . 

The first real engagement o f t he Let che r Battery took 

p l a ce on June 26 during t e Bat t le of Mec hanic sville , the 

sec ond day o f th e Seven Day ' s Ba t t le a rou n d Ri chmon d . h e battery, 

whi c h had been e n camped wes t q f t he Me chanicsvill e Tu~n pi k e 
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on a brow of a hill over lookin g the Chick ahominy, was ord e red 

t o take a pos it ion e as t of the ro a d and fire u p on th e Ya nkees 

who were stationed on t he o p pos it e side o f t h e stream . Th ey 

fi r ed unt il their own infa ntry movements were e n da n g ered . 1 9 
20 

There were no c asua lties i n this engagement . 

On June 27 , the battery was moved across t he Chickahominy 

and advanc e d wi t h Con · e dera te forces on tha t side . I t d i d n ot 

pa r t i c i pa t e in the f i ghting , bu t w~s under fire part of t h e 

day . The battery wa s inactive unti l June 20 , when i t came 
21 under heavy fire a t th e b a t tle of Frayser ' s Far m. 

One o f t h e battery ' s most bri l liant performa nces came on 

J uly 1 , at t he Battle of Ma lvern Hil l . Th i s wa s the las t of 

t he Seven Day ' s Ba ttle of the Pe n i nsul PY Ca mpai gn . McCl el lan 

was moving his troops toward Harrison' s Landing . It was here 

t hat Le e made h i s final attempt to c a ptur e t h e Yankee fo rc es , 

but t h e orth ern Ar my 1el d suc h an im pregn able p os it ion tha t 

the Confe dera tes ac tually had little c ha n c e for any success . 

Near ly a ll t he superior a rt i llery p os itions were h el d by t he 

Yankees vh ich made it extremely hazar dous for t he Conf e dera t e 

i n f a ntry a nd nea r ly i mp ossib l e f or t h e Reb e l a r t i llery c ompanies 

to p l a ce t h eir guns . The Battle of Mal v ern ITi ll is noted fo r 

the 11 comedy of errors" a mong Confedera te g ener a ls a n d f or 

the rebel s u i cidal i n fantry c harg es , es p ecially thos e o f D. R. 

Hill . 22 

Around 5 o 'clock P . M., the Battery was or der e d by Gener a l 

Longstreet t o report to Gener~l Armstead on the batt le fie ld . 

Gre enlee met wi th r mstead a n d t h e latter ' s c omma nd i n g g en eral , 

J . B. J agruder and receive d i nstructi ons to p lace h is s ix g uns 

di rectly in front of t h e enemy's ba tt e r i es and i n rang e o f heavy 

e n emy fi re . Gr e enle e returne d to his compa ny and led it , with the 

h e lp of a g uide)''acros s a wooded r a v ine occu ied by o ur infan try , 

and emerg e into t he o pen field in which the enemy ' s bat teries , 



number ing at lea s t f ifteen or sixt een guns , wer e l oca t ed . 

protes ted v i gorously a bo ut the f i nal loc atio , o f t he batt er y . 

Ue de clar e d t hat t here was no spac e t o p l a c e t he guns at 

prop er intervals , t he caisson s c o uld not be brough t on t h e 

s a e l i ne with the g uns , th e enemy ' s bat t eri es we r e only a 

t housand year ds awa y , and if his g uns were crowde d into s uc h a sma ll 

corner , th e enemy c o u ld wr e ck them wi t h in minut es . 2 3 

e gardl es s of Greenlee ' s protests , the battery was s t a ti oned 

fher e it had p r l viously b een or dered . s soon as h i s b a tter y 

opened f i r e , Greenlee r eal ized t ha t i t ,as i n lin e with t he 

enemy ' s a rt ill ery bombardmen t . 11 e only save d t he batt e r y f r om 

u t ter des truc t i o n by loa d ing th e g uns low down on t he slopes and 

r un ing t hem up ne a r eno ugh to t he c r est of the rise to fire t h e m, 

and t he reco i l wou ld nun bacl into a she l ter e d pos ition . 11 This 

met hod of rap id fi rin g c onti n ued f or a n 1our and t wenty mi n u tes , 

during rhi ch t i, e t wo i nf antry c ha r g es ver e ma d e . ft){er the 

second c ha r g e , nei t her friend no r f oe could be d i s t inguished , as 

hand to hand c ombat r age d . h e battery had d one i t s d uty a n d 

i ts sold i e r s had eld fas t . F i r s t Lt . Charles El l i s ~ unford , the 

son of t he Se cretary of t he Coma1 onwea l t h of Virgi nia a nd t wo 
24 

ot her men were ki l led . Ninet e en c ompany men were woun ded . 

The Le t cher Battery was honor ed f or its outs t anding 

bravery and e x c e llence. News papers lik e t he ~ ~ Sout he r n 

Gua r dian and t he Ri c hmond Enqu irer ~ontined s ti rring e di tori a l s 
25 

pr a isi ng thi s b a t t e r y . s p ecia l commiss i o n f or c onspi c uous 

gallantry was 
. 26 

·iven Cap t . Da v i dso n in a r eport by A. P . Hill . 

shor t r es t was n ow to be enjoyed by the Confe der a t e f orc es . 

Mc Cle l l an had s t a t i one d h i s troops and s upp l i es at Harrison ' s 

Land i ng . By t h e en d o f July , all t hr ee o f t he o l der Dav i dson 

bro ther s we r e i n A. • Hill 's Div ision . il l ie n ow was 

det e r r, ti ne d a lso t o become a s o ldi e r . J ames B. Dor man suggested 

to ~i lli e ' s fathe r tha t t h e boy sho uld be s ent t o a s chool or 
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c amp o f i nstr uc t i on as wer e b e i n g p r ovi ded by t he new "Conscr i pti 

.Ac t . " Dorman t h o ugh t t ha t I ns truct i on Camps wer e very g oo d i n 

prepar i n g y o ung b oys f or a ct i v e f iel d service, e s p e c i a l l y bec aus e 
2 7 t h ey gav e s o ldiers t h e ne cess a r y v a c c i n at i ons and dr il l ed t h e m. · 

1,ater , i n ihe fall of 1862, Dorman, himse l f, was p l a c e d in c omman d 

over j us t su c h a camp l o c a t e d in Dub l in , Virg i n i a . He t o ok 

Alli e wi t h h im as h i s c hief assis t ant, a n d \ i l li e was t here 

i n t r aini n g . 

Befor e entering this camp , Vil l i e h a d rec e ived s ome f irs t

h a n d comb a t ex p erience. Hi s f ath er h a d tak en i m to Richmon d 

to be vi t h t he Gov er n or d uri ng t he P e n i ns u la~ Ca mpaign . ~ i l l i e 

tra vell e d wi t h t he Gove r nor on severa l oc casi o ns which gav e hi m 

an o ppor t un ity t o s e e t h e mechani cs o f wa rf a re. i l l ie' s a r d en t 

des i re to j o i n his br o thers in t he a r my ~rought i n creas e d a nxi ety 

t o his mother . Sh e wa s s e ein g h er baby boy g o off to war. e r 

a dv i c e wa s " t a k e g ood care o f yourse l f my child and don't b e ever 

t em) ted t o ga mble or dri nk . So lon g as yo u a vo id t hos e v i c e s you 

will be s a f e ; , h a t ever s i t ua tion y ou a r e p l a ced i n try a n d d o 

d t 11 28 yo ur u y . 

Th e summ er camp a i gn soon be:gan to move n orth and culmina t e d 

i n the Ba tt l e of Sec ond Ma n a s s as and the Anti e t a m Ca mp a i gn. By 

t he en d of July , A. _J , Hill ' s Di v i sion h a d b een s ent t o r e inforce 

Ge n . J a ckson a t Gordon s vi ll e h o was p l aying a de fensiv e r ol e 

agai ns t General Joh n Pope. l h e a v i ds o n bro t hers f ough t a t Ce dar 

Mo untai n on ug ust 9 as a p a rt of A. P . Hi l l' s decisive coun t er

a t t a ck a gains t t h e F e deral eas t f l a n k an d turne d de fe a t into 

partial v ic t ory fo r t he Confe de r a t es . Cha rl i e was nea r ly woun d e d 

' · h · f f h' 2 9 Th when a ~ ini e ba l l h it on l y t wo inc es i n ron t o i m. e 

Letcher Bat t er y next e nco unt ere d t h e enemy n e a r Warr ent on S pr ings 

on Aug us t 22 . I t he l d a pos iti on a long with Br axt on ' s Ba ttery 

on the we s t s i de of t he road lead i ng from J efferso n to Varren t on 

S . 30 
p r i ngs . 
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The next i mp or t a nt engagement for the Le tcher Batt ery c am e 

on ug ust 26 when i n cooperation wi t h bat t eries o f Cap t . egram 

a nd F l ee t Br a xton , it g ua r ded a br idg e a cross th e Rappa] annock 

River , j ust opposi t e t he Fauquier Spri ngs . The enemy had 

stati oned twenty - fo ur guns on t he hei g h t s o f the f a r si de of t h e 

Rive r with t he p urp ose o f cove ring t he infantry which w ~ 

or der e d t o des troy t he br idg e . 

Davi dson ' s batter y was engag ed in a h e a vy a rti ller y fi ght 

fr om ni n e o'clock i n the rnorn iug unti l a l most dar k . Throu"'h 

Greenlee ' s vivid des cri p tion , an a ccount of t h is relatively 

i ns ignifi c an t batt l e has been g iven in d etaiI . 31 The Confe a era te 

g uns k e p t sil ence while t he Ya n kee art i l ler y b o omed away . ut 

when the enemy ' s i n f an try swar med down towar d t h e bridg e , t h e 

Confe der ates open e d fi re wi th al l eig hteen g uns . " Every shell 

burst r i gh t in amon gs t t h e m and in five minutes t he whol e l ine 

broke and r a n, off icers a nd all and nev e r stoppe d unt il they 

were sa fel y behind t he h i ll . " Then t wo fresh Ya nk e e r e g i ments 

came crawling down a p r otect ed r a v i n e a ttempti n g t he same g oa l . 

~ e Co fede rates waited un til o ne of t he Reg iments was at t he 

br i dge and t he oth er no t many yards behind and t h en g· ve a 

tremendous v olley wi t 1 ten g uns . "At t h e secon d r oun d b oth 

r eg i ment s broke l i k e a f lo c k of s h e e p a nds 1elt e red t hemselves 

behind the hi lls . 11 Aft e r t h e fa j_lure of this exp e di tion , t h e 

Yancees sent a pproximately f orty fi v e men d own t he river to 

snea al on g t h e b a nk towar d t h e bridge . They rec e i v ed t he same 

treat ment a s t eir pr e d ecessors. 

~ eanwhi l e , the e nemy ' s twenty four g uns we r e li t erally pour 

ing mur de r ous fi re on t he Confe der ate battery position . "The 

on l y way fo r t h e c annoers t o esc ape certain deat h was to li e 

as close to t h e g r oun d as possible . Greenlee observed : 

I ha d the safe · t pos iti on o n the g r ou nd . 
,Ve were n earest t he enemy , b u t we 
sta ti one d o n t he t o p of a h i gh hill , t h e 
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sl ope of wh i ch behind us afford ed al most 
a p erfect p rotecti on to the men a nd horses . 
'e would load o ur g uns on the side o f the 
hill , run them u p near the to p , j us t far 
enough to s i g 1t t h em a n d a fter fir i ng a 
round or t wo we wo uld li e down on the 
hi ll side and enjoy the mus ic of t he shell 
wh ich burst ov er us a nd s urround u s b y the 
h undre d . Some times we would fire a t the 
e n emy whi l st our batt e r ies wer e silent an d 
then it was like waking up a horn e t s ne~t. 
Te enemy wo u ld co n centrate all the ir g uns 
upon us and t h e shells would burst a round 
us so r a p idly and furi ously t ha t it was 
i mposs ible to carry on a c onv ers a ti on-
the re port of · the shell and the whistl i n g 
of t he fragment s was s o d e a fening . 

Many of t he Ya nkee bullets would just g l a ze the top of the hill 

and come wh i z z ing down the other side . Fort unat ely on ly t wo men 

in Greenle -__, s c ompany wer e wounde d and n one k i l led . Greenlee' s 

can teen which was hanging at his left side was shat ter ed by a 

bul let : 

How t he canteen was s tr uck with out my a r m 
being injure is inc ompr ehensible to me . 
I s u ppos e my arm must h a ve been r a ised 
when the c a n teen was s truck . I will send 
it home to Ma . She will prize it as i t 
saved my life p er ha s . Had it not been 
for the c an teen I would hav e b een s tru ck 
in th e left side . 

ince t hey h ad used most of t heir a mmuniti on and other supplies 

at Fauq uier Spri ngs , Dav idson and his bat tery were una bl e to follow 

Hi ll ' s Division . Af ter re c eiving supplies a nd a dditional hor s es , 

t h e y set out on thei r \ay , un f or t unat ely on t he \ rong road . Af ter 

dis covering this mi s t ake and returning to t he junct i on , they 

found Longstreet ' s Division jafd u p a l ong the road . Genera l 

Lee , wlo was riding with Longs tr eet, inq uired of Dav i dson why he 

was ther e . fter rec eiving t he latter ' s answer , Le e t emporar ily 

assigned 1im to Gener a l Feat herstone ' s Bri gade whose fi ghting 
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reputat ion was on e o f the b est i n a ll the Conf eder a te r mies . 

Davi dson cons i dered t his assi gnment a c ompl imen t . 
32 

battl e of Bu l l un was s oon to beg in . 

h e seco nd 

r eenlee's p er sonal ac c ount o f t he Batt le o f Se cond 
' anas sas has be en los t, but , a c c o r di n g to t h e Wa r of th e 

{ebe l l i on , t he "ba tteri e s of Braxto n , Pe g r am , Lathan , Dav idson , 

~cin t os h , a n d Crensha w wer e a ll engaged a t i n t ervals on t he le f t 

and rea r of t he infantry . 11 33 The e nem made sever al adv ances 

a gainst t h eir p os i t ions , 11 a 1 1 of wh i c h were p romptly r epe lled 

by thos e batteri es . 11 34 

Af t e r thei r overwhelmi ng de fe at of t he Yank ees , t he Con fe der

ates move d north . Ge n er a l Le e felt t ha t carrying t h e war into 

Da r yland wo u l d s wing tha t border st a te towa r d the Con fe de r a c y , 

s trengthen t he oe a ce el ement in t 1e Nor t h by d riving war t owa r d 

t hei r o ·n h omes and rel ieve the Virg inians o f war ' s trag i c 

destructiv eness , a t l east for a whi le . On S e p tember B, the 

Letch er artillery mo ve d cross the P otomac . Green lee observed 

t ha t t he ~arylari d pe opl e re j oi c e d to s e e t h em, but hel d back 

open sympathy be c a use they t hough t this i nv as ion was a f a med 

Jacks on r a i d and t h e r my wo uld return to Vi r ginia s o on . 

Frederick me r c han t s k ep t t heir s tores op en and r e c e ived Confed 

era t e c urrenc y * i t hou t reserva ti on . Pr i ces wer e mu c h c h e a per 

than sout h o f t h e border . Coffee s ol d f o r t h irty c ent s a p ound 
, r 

a n d b a con for on l y seven c ents. Greenlee b ough t a n umber o f 

t h ings like calic o dr ess es , t ea , a n d yar n , a n d p u t t h em i n hi s 

trunk in ho p es o - sending them by messen g e r back t o Lexing ton . 

The a r my itsel f was s tri ppe d o f all excess baggage. Only 

( ua rt er ma s t er, Commi ss a r y , and Or d,Pan ce wagons wer e a l l owe d . The 

so l d i er s t h rew away t heir kna psac s and extra clo t hing . Duri ng 

t h is t i me Charlie was n ear Gre enl ee a n d t h e y s aw one a no t1er 
35 

ne arly every day . 

On Sep t ember 13 , t he Le tc her Battery l e ft F r e derick fo r 
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t-artinsbur g and Harper ' s ""erry . Jacks on had been ordere d by 

Lee to bri ng a bou t the s urre n der o f ~ed eral tro ops a t Har er ' s 

Fe r ry . Greenl ee notice d , t o his d i s 1a y , the intense Un i onism 

of t he p eo p l e b etween Fre derick and t h Potomac and was 

extremely ha ~py t o leave tha t nei g hborho od : 36 

After passing t hrough t he City we turned 
into the National road and move d in the 
d i r ect ion o f Hagerstown . About l Oo ' c loc k 
passed through Middletown- a vi l lage nearly 
as l a r g e as Lexington . It h a s t he 
reput a tio n of being t he b itt eres t abo li tion 
hole in the state . The pe op le a re as 
v a lid [ s ic ] a s t hose of any vi llage .in 
~ass . or Ve r mont . Ve found t h e plac e almos t 
deserted . The houses wer e lock e d up and 
all the merc ha nt s a d closed th~ir stores 
and f l ed . It l ooked i n deed like a d eserted 
vill age . f t e r leaving Mi ddletown we 
passed through a mos t beautiful c ountry . 
The l a nds a r e i n the hi ghest st a te of 
c u l ~i vation a n d e v ery far mer has a bar n 
almos t as l a r ge as Noah ' s r k . But 
strang e to say , I v i s i t e d nearly a ~ un dr ed 
farm houses d uring t he day and did not 
s ucce ed in buying a p oun d of meat or a 
bushel of c orn . It i s true t ha t a c ons i d 
er abl e n umber o f the h ous es ver e d eser t ed , 
b ut wher e I foun d t he owners a t home , t h ey 
all t ol d me t h ey had not~i ng to s~ll . It 
i s p erfec tly ev iden t t ha t the p e o pl e of 
thi s sect i on of the State are a s host ile to 
us as if we wer e north of Mas on a n Dixon 
l ine . 

One evening or t hi s tri p the t r oops camped a ppr oxima te ly on e mile 

so uth of o onsboro . Gr een lee descr ibed a humer ous adven tur e o f 

Col. Basse t t Fren c h , a h i gh r ,111.king official i n t h e d · ut ant 

f f . 37 
Gener al ' s o · ice : 

Shor tly after we ha l t ed Col . S . Bassett 
r enc h (who is on a v i s it to en . 

Jac kson ) and s ome 30 o f o ur of f icers and 
Cav a lry vent into . B oonsbor o to g e t 
their sup p l ies . hor t ly af t er t h e y 
a rrived , abou t 50 of t he enemy ' s c a v a lry 
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dashed into t he town and f i r ed up on o ur 
men wherever t h ey fou n d them . Al l of our 
p eo ple imme dia te l y v amoosed ~xc ept Col . 
F . Hi s horse was sho t where h e hit c h ed 
hi m on t h e s tree t ~nd as t he Col . is 
not made for a f oo't ra c e , he took to a 
c ellar a nd h i d hi~self under a pi le of 
rubb i sh . 

He unfor tuna t ely s tumble d into a Union 
man ' s cella r fortun a t e l y the Yankees d i d 
not fi nd h i m. · 

Pr e-tt y soon our Cavalry move d int o 
t he town and r a ise~ t he b loclade f or 
p oor F . I doub t whe t he r you will ev e r 
fi n d him a g a i n i naiv a nce of our lines. 

On Thurs day e pt ember 12 , 1862 , J a c ks on ' s Ar my c ame i n sigh t of 
38 

t he Po t oma c : 

t 3 . M. we r eac h e d Vi l liams por t , a 
s mall v illag e on t he otomac . Here we 
fo un d a goo d fo r d a n d soon t he whole 
o f Gen . J acks on ' s Ar my was onc e mor e on 
t he s o i l of Va . Ever y Co . gave a c h eer 
as it forme d on t he S ou t h Bank of the 
River a n d r doub t whether t he r e was a 
man i n th e army tha t did not r ejo i ce 
tha t h e was ou t o f Md . For my par t I 
have enough of ~d . I don't wan t to 
hear any t hing more o f " Maryland , my 
?, aryland. 11 

Th ey r e c e ived a co r dial g r eeti ng in Martinsbur g as t he 

enemy r etreat ed to Ha r per' s Ferry . The Yankees ha d left a t 

Mar t ins bur g abou t 80 , 000 pounds o f hard bread a nd a l a r g e 

quant i t y of corn. y ni gh tfall of S e ptember 14 , t he Letcher 

Arti ll e r y was loc a t e d i n a woo ds ne a r Har per' s Ferr y . J ackson 

had ext end ed h i s l ines i n a f orm a f a s emicircle with h i s l e f t 

on the o t omac a nd his right on t he Shenan doah l eavin g t h e e n emy 

only a " little t ong ue o f land" between t h e rivers . 39 

At day b r eak , Brax t on ', )e gr am ' s and avid~on ' s batteries 

with Crens haw ' s Bat te r y being h el d i n res er v e , . began s h e l l ing 

Boliv a r He i ght s , t he stronghol d of t h e e ~ my . Gr enle e again 
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wrot e of his batt l e experience: 40 

~y se c tio n was opposit e t h ree of t he ir 
heavies t g uns and we wer e subject ed to a 
h o tter fi r e t han al l the bala nce o f our 
g uns put to g eth er . Shel l burs t in fr on t 
o f us , over us , aro und us, and between t he 
g uns a nd everywhere near us , b ut stra n g e 
to s ay I only had on e man ki lled and one 
wounded s o as t o disable him. Lt . 
Br ande r and n early a l l th e men at the 
Guns wer~ sl ightly bruised or r ec e ived 
slight c u ts on t he fa c e a nd hands from 
small parti c les o f s h el l , but prov identi a l l y 
only one man wa s k illed. 

After a pproximate ly one hour and t ir t y minutes of firing , 

General Hil l c ame up and c omplimente d the batt er ies on their 

a ccura cy and ordered them to cease firing whi le t he i nfa n try 

made ti..i t· a t t a c <. Bu t befor e it coul d charge, wh ite fl ags · 

were hoisted by t he Fed er als . Grea t re j o ic ing r es ounded from 

all t he h i l ls a r ou nd about . 

fter t he a ction was over Gre enl ee dis covere d that J oseph 

Loo ndee of Bue <ingham County , Virg ini a , had be en k ill ed by a 

t wenty- f o ur p ound shell bur s ti n g direc t l y in front of th e 

c ais~ on he was drivi ng . Greenle e consi dere d h i m one of t he 

bes t men in h i s company . This fa t her of nin e chi l dren wa s 

t h e only man in Genera l J a cks on ' s a r my k i l led in the c a ptur e of 

Ha r per ' s Ferry . Da vidson' s ba ttery and t he b r i g a d e wi t h which 

it was a part remained at a r per ' s Ferr y and ga r risoned the 

town af t e r Ge neral Ja ck son had l e ft. On S e pt ember 18 , a fter 

taking a ll p os s i b le s upplies fro m t he s t or es in Har . e r ' s F e rry , 

t hey marche d to She her ds t own wh er e they lea r ne d t h a t Lee ' s 
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a r my had evacua t ed Jar y l an d a nd had r ecross e d t he Potomac. 

Greenlee als o hear d tha t a t 1ntietam, Cha r l ie had "c a r ried 

25 en into the f i ght a nd had 11 o f t h em wounded ." Char lie 

himsel f had been st unned by a fr agment of she l l , but it had n o 

ser ious c onsequences . He a ls o had b e en in c ommand o f his 
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Brigade £or nea r ly a day a ft e r t h e ba t tle . reenlee r emarked 

tha t he t ho u ght it " r a t her funny t o think o f so y oung a n 
42 

off icer a c ti ng as a ri gadi er Gene r al . " 

Th e Let ch er Ba ttery mov e bac k in to Vi r g i n i a a n d camped 

first a t a p l a ce mid 0a y between \i nc h es t er and Be r r yville . 

La t e r i t s et t led d own jus t four miles o uts ide of Wine est e r . 

Gr e enlee a nd sever al othe r company c aptains, 0r e pl a c e d under 

arrest by A. P . Hi ll f or ne g lect of duty . Soldi e r s had b e en 

usi LJ f ence r a ils for fi r evo od . Hill ordere t ha t t h is 

des t ructi on be s to ,ped . lpparent l y , Hill ' s warn ing went un-

heeded . reenl ee a several other c ompa ny c apt ai ns admitted 

the i r inability t o k ee p men f r om taki ng r a i l s an d were willi n g 

t o pay a just price for t h e d es t ructi on . A •• Hill was not 

satisf ied with this so lut i on and h e proc eed e d with t he Court 

mart ial . He f e l t t ha t "ob e di e n c e and stri ct enforcement of 

order woul d have a g ood e ffe ct up on troops ••• and ma t e r i a l ly 

ass i st t he .Majo r General in pr ess i ng dis cipline. " Obviously , 

t his ma tt e r was no t a ser ious one in itself , y et i t d emonstra tes 

the me t h o d of dis ci pline im 1osed on troops and t h eir leaders . 43 

' r eenlee had some trouble wi t h his troo ps a t Wo ods t ock . 

ne n i gh t some sol d i e r s had g on e i n t o t own wi thou t lea v e and 

had g ott e n drunk f rom a pp le br andy . S eve r al of t h em had 

fo ught wi t h p i s tols . Corp or al S i mons , vh o ha d be e n dr in cin~ 

was wound ed . ft er the shoo ting , the men r eturne to c amp 

lik e r avL.g manL,. cs . Greenlee with s ome h el n kno ck ed t h em 

do vn a n d ga g e d t hem . Th e c ru,p finally sett led down , a nd 

re enlee wen t i n to o ods t oc k hims e l f . He lo c a t e d ~ e cul prit 

who sol d t he br a n dy t o the troops . The a ngr y c a p t ain r olled 

fo ur b a rrels of remai n i n g b r andy i n to the s treet and smash e d 

in the heads . Turning t o t he owner , Greenlee s wore t hat if h e 

sold any more br a ndy t o his troops , h e would burn h is house 
44 

down . 
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For awhile it a pp ear ed that the Le t c her Ba t tery wo ul d 

wi nter near inc hester. Greenlee h a d built some stables 

for his ho rs es a nd ha p roceede d t o mal-e the company a s 

comfort a ble as p os s i b le . e h a d fix e d up a l a r g e S ibley 
t 

tent which h e had captured at Har per ' s •erry with a sheet 

iron stove and a fe w other conven iences . 45 

On e day t he company entertained t wo l adies , t he wife 

and mother of Lt . Tyler . Tyler had be en seriously ill with 

fever and i s wife and mo ther were t aking h i m home . he 

company cel ebr a ted t he v is i t of t he women with an "elegan t" 

meal c ons i s tin g o f biscuits, be efs te a k , scr ambl e d e g~s , 

butter , mol assas, and c off ee\ i th cream and sugar. reenlee 

fou nd a room for Lt . Tyler at a nea r by farm house . Th e 
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own er ' s wife g ave up h er own rnom and slept on t he fl~or . 

Th e l adies o ccupied Greenlee ' s quart er s whil e t he c our teous . 

c aptain sta y ed wi t h hi s men . 

Towar d t he e nd of No v ember , Greenl ee bec ame a little 

homes i ck . t i n t e r brough t sufferin g . Th e cap t ain neede a 

n ew uniform . i s b oots and s ocks wer e worn o ut . Two boxes 

fro m home had been los t by a messenger. He end e d h i s letter 

on November 21: 11 1ould to God I c ou l d visi t h ome even for a 

d t 1147 a y or wo . 

e day af ter Gre enlee wrote his homes ick l etter , t h ey 

broke c a mp and began a march whic h l as t e d t welve c onse c utiv e 

days and coveFed one hundred sixty - f our miles . This rnardh 

i nv o lve d the crossing o f the ~assanutten and Bl ue Ridge 

Mountai ns . On t hose days revill e was s oun ded a t 4 : 30 A. ii ., 

a 11d t h e march beg an promptly a t 6: 30 r . M. The wea t h er was 

bitter co l d , especial ly before day break . They final l y camped 

a t Hamilt on's Cross Roads a pproxima t e ly eight mil es fr om 

Freder i c l sbur g . Th i s location was near wher e t he batt er y 

ha d been tra i n e d tha t s pri ng . Gr eenle e ' s des cr i p tion of t h a t 
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area and the condi t ion of the p eop le o f F r ederi cksbur g is 

heart -renderi ng , indeect : 48 

Fr edericks burg i s d eser ted and is t hrea tene d 
by our guns a s wel l as by t h ose of t he 
Yankees . The c ountry for mil es a r und is 
f i l l e d with r e fu g e es . Ev e ry house is 
crowde d and h undr e ds a re l i ving i n Ch urc hes , 
i n Barns and i n Ten t s . I passed one camp , 
i n whi c h there must hav e be e n f or ty or f i fty 
fami l ies . 

It ma de me f e el sad t o see de li cate 
women , beautiful g irls a n d tender y oung 
c hi l r en t hus bani she d from t heir c omfor 
t abl e homes , l i ving as it wer e in t he woo ds , 
a t t h i s try i n r s e a son of t he year . How 
thankf ul t he p eo ple o f Rockbridge shou l d be , 
t ha t t he County haB never been vis i ted by 
t he desolating tread of an r my . 

lth ough the p eople o f Fr eder i c ksburg 
h a v e b een driven from t h e ir homes and a r e 
in daily exp e cta tio n o f seeing t heir h ouses 
r educed to ashes , s till t hey utter no word 
of c ompl a int . 

The weather was intensely col d with some snow . Th e 

Rappahanno c k River f r oze over one n i ght . h e s ol d ier s were 

living in t ents and wore only t hi n uniforms • . s lon g as they 

had a supply o f woo d and a g oo d fir e , suffer ing was k e p t to a 

minfm• When woo d supplies we r e low or when t he troops wer e 

on p icke t du ty and co ul d h a ve no f ire , s oldier s nearly d ied . 

Gre enlee d id not be lieve a major ba ttle wo ul d be fo uvh t a t 

Fredericks bur g . He expected an a r tille r y duel between t he 140 

Yankee g uns br is tli ng on Staffed Heights a cross t he r i ver and 

t h e Conf e der a te guns on a r ye ' s Hei gh t s and r es p ect Hil l with 

t he doom e d ci t y of Fre dericksburg in the middl e . He d i d no t 

think the Yank ees wo ul d be fo olish enough to t r y to c ross t h e 

river. Th e general i mpression was t a t , i f majo r f i gh ting 

occurr ed , it vould be loc a te d on t he So u t h side of the James . 4 9 

Tn e n ew Uni o n Co ~nander, 1bros e Bur ns i de had ctfff~ren{ t ho ughts . 

On Th ursday be f ore t h e battle , t h e b j g guns on St afford 
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5U 
He i ghts began to be lch fort h . Cheer a fter che e r a rose from 

the Con fe d e r a t e camps to g r ee t t h e sup pose d op eni ng of a 

great a rt i llery due l . Davi dson a nd a Lt. ~ayr e , a nat ive of 

Frederi c ksburg , s tarted r id i ng toward t he town when t he enemy 

f i re b ec ame s o intense tha t they had t o g e t of f t heir ho r ses 

and seek shel ter i n a g ul l y . hen t h e fi r e l et u they s t a rt e d 

back towar d c amp . Some pick ets inf or med t h em that t he enemy 

was install i ng ponto o n bri dges ac r os s t he r iver and a ba tt le 

was immenent . An aide o f A. i . Hil l r o de up a n d veri fied this 

r e port . The aide t hen asked Gr eenlee t o ride back to Hi l l ' s 

headquarte r s t o rec e ive i ns tructio ns . Her e , Dav ids o n 

r e c e ived t heir 1ed i a t e com a n ov e r twe n t y - one guns hi c h 

c ons is t e d o f t hose be l ong i ng to is own batt ery a n d thos e of 
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an e , Cas k ie , and Braxto r . They were p laced at t he ex treme 

left of Jacks on Corps, jus t a t the point where his l i ne 

joi ned wi t h Longs tr e et' s Corps. In r e a lity , this was t he 

we akest point on the \hole de fensive lin e. Th e guns were 

place d in a l ittl e p l a i n thre e or four h undre d yards in f r ont 

o f t he woo ded a r e a wh ere i nf an try s u pport was s ta ti one d . 

The morn i n g o f the 12t h wa s f oggy a nd vverything wa s 

wra ppe d in obscurity . Greenlee c ould h ear t he Yank ees a t work . 

Then the fo g began t o li ft, revea l ing t he Yanke e forces . By 

10 A. M. t h e f og had compl e t e ly disappe a re d and t h e v iew was 

magn i f i c ent. Gr eenl ee d es c ribed it : "From Fredericks b urg 

extend i ng down t e rive r f or five or · ix mi l e s is a l evel bott om 

about t wo mi les wide whi c h sloes gently f r om the River to 

t he woo de d hi lls o c cupied by o ur infa ntry . This bott on~ as fa r 

a s the eye cou l d rea c h, wa s b lack with bl ue j a c ke ts . 1152 The 

Yanke es s pe n t th e r:ertire day in f o rming and maneuvering t hei r 

i n f antry . At dusk, Da vi dson a l n g wi t h Bow Brock enbro ugh , 

who was tak i ng u p a positi on on the ri g ht, had a g oo d suppe r 

c onsist i ng of fr ied c h ick en, b iscu its , butter , s weet po t ~toes, 
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and co ffee . A li t tl e la t e r Gr e e n l e e turn e d i n t o h is s le epi ng 

qu a r t e r s 01•i ng t ha t t h e morni g wo u l d bring a d e ci s ive batt le . 

The nex t mor n i n g Yankee c olumns c a me s wa r mi n g t owa r d t h e 

Confe d e r a tes . Th e Con fe d era te s k irmishe r s i n fr ont of Dav ids on ' s 

ba t ter i e s b e c ame pa n i c s t r i ck e n and l e ft t h e ba t t er y ex pose d . 

Genera l W. D. end e r and h is a i de l ea pe d on t hei r hor ses and 

part i a l ly ral l i ed t he s k irmi s h ers . Hi s ai d e was i mme d i a t ely 

k il led and t he General wa s s e r i ous l y wounded and f el l fro m h is 

horse . 11 suppor t v a n i she d l ea vi n g Davi dso n a n d his men in 

an o pe n f iel d t o f i gh t t h e dv a nci n g c ol umns . So on t h e b l ue 
5 3· c olumn wa s wi t h i n a s t o e ' s t h r ow f r om Da v i ds on ' s g uns : 

By t his time my g uns were doubl e s h o t ted 
wi t h c a n i s t er a nd we l it t hem hav e it low. 
Th e h ead of t he c o lumn wen t do,n l ike 
whea t be f or e t h e r ea per . not h e r and a no ther 
v o l l ey in qui c k s ucc es s i on c omplete d t h e 
work . he Yanke es brok e , t ook to t hei r 
he els and yo u nev er saw s uc h a s t a mpe de 
in y our l i fe . Thanks to Go d we had 
r ep u lsed t he e n emy and s a v e d t he a tt er y . 

Gre enle e looke d a r oun d t o see wh a t damag e had b e en i nfli c ted 

on h i s own ne i ghb or i ng compa nies . One of Cpptai n Brown' s men , 

who had been g i vin g ou t ammunition " wa s sev e r e d i n t wai n a n d 

burne d to a cris p . His c lo t hi g was s t r ip pe d fr om his bo dy and 

blown int o t h e t o p of a t a l l pine . 11 Gr eenl e e s av Lt . Gra y son 

f al l mor t a l ly wo un de d . 1n a mmunit i on c h es t was i gnited by a 

Yank e e shot a n d t en pound shel l s were t hrown i n a l l di r ect i ons 
I 

ins i d e t e batt e r y pos i ti on . A fe w minutes a ft er Grayson wa s 

h i t , Lt . Br ander was g l a z ed by a r i c o c e ~i ng b u l l e t . The sho c k 

was s o g r ea t t h a t , r a nder , a s daz ed a t f irs t , then t ook off i n 

a ful l r un, leaving Dav ids on as t he onl y commi s s i oned off i c e r 

at t e bat t ery . 

1- f ew mome nt s a ft er t h e ini ti al Yan e e r e pu l s e , reenl e e 

saw a column at l e Hst t hree quar t ers o f a mi l e l ong a nd f ive 
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l in es deep beg in moving 11 \ ith milit ary prec is io n and banners 

fly i n g " to a t t a c c. t h e Confcde r n t e in f antry in the \oode d 

heights . To pro tect t he adv anc e , the Yan k ees opene d f ire 

with s ixty g uns . Twenty four were d irecte8\t h e Da v ids on 

Ba tteri es a n d t h irty- six ·e re po1 n ted t owar d t he p os itions 

to its ri 2, t . The c o lumn wo ul d reach t h e timb er l i n e and 

fall back , fi r e a few v J lleys and advan c e again . Th e lines 

would fal t er , v a ve , and a dvance i n a cy c le . F i nall y , t he 

h ead of the c o l umn enter ed t h e woods where a h ole in t h e 

Conf edera te lin es was fo und . Da v i ds on atd his b a tt ery was 

almost surround e d ; yet h e dar e d n ot retrea t be c ause Jac k s on 

had or dere d t ha t p osi tion to be held at any ,Jrice . Conf e d e r a t e 

reserv es i n c ludi ng Thomas ' s and Gregg ' s Brigades fell on t he 

en emy in t he woo d iith fi erce demo d yells . h o usands of 

Yanc.e es burst for t h fro m t he woods i n mortal t error . mino r 

rush was made a t Da vi ds on ' s position but a double - sho tt ed 
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can ister drove the Yanke es away with ease . Davi dson and his 

b . . hd t . h f 1 1 55 a t ter1. es were , 1. t rawn a rn g t · a • 

S everal high army o f f i c ers r e c ognized Dav idson for his 

brav er y in t his b a ttle . eneral Pender stat e d i n hi s r e port 

t ha t Dav ids on a ct ed through o ut the battle " wi th the g r ea test 
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j udgment , co olness a nd b r a v er y . " 

Th e Yanl ees pul l e d ba c k in re t reat a cross t h e Rapp a hannock , 

and bo t h s i d es wen t into wint er c onfinement . "he Le tcher 

Ba ttery was loc a t ed n e a r Mil f rd . Camp li f e f or the Milfor d 

troo ps was v er y unp l e asan t . Mud bo gge d everyt h i ng do ~n . If i t 

wasn ' t mud , it was e i ght to t en inch es of snow . Cold bitter wi nd 

blew almost c ont inuo us l y dur i ng Janua ry and F ebrua ry . Army 

t ents serv e d as t l e c om pany ' s, i nter quar t ers . 

Sev eral i s t as t eful c ontr ove r s ies a rose dur i ng t h i s hard 

wi n ter . The Se~reta r y of \ar had deci ded to r eorganize t h e 

54 . 



the a rt il l ery of t he Army of· Northern irg inia into batt a lions 

of five compani es eac h , un er tbe command of " Old Gr anny" (V . N. ) 

Pen dle ton . •a c h battal i on was to hav e t wo field offi cers -

a Lt . Colonel and a Maj or. The Le t cher Ba tt e r y had been 

ass i gne d to J alker' s Ba t t alion a long with ba t teri es of Br axt on , 

Cr ens haw , Mc l ntock , and egr am . e n d l e ton , f or s ome stra nge 

reas on , promot ed a junior of fic er ov er t h e h ead of Davi dson 

whic viol a ted all r ules o f seniority . Davi dson wa s d eep l y 

hurt by t h is trea t o ent • . e tq Gov e r nor Letch er t hat h e was 

no t ov er y a mb itio us f or mi l ita r y pr efer ment , but he wo~l d 

lik e h is j u s t rewar d . ~re enlee fel t h e had r e c eive d some 

rewar d in know l edg e t ha t • Hi l l and oth er g ener als had 

te ~tified in h i s beha l f as to h i s b r aver y and s k ill in a ct i on . 58 

Th e secon d c o ntrov e r sy c on cern e d t h e beh a v i or of Genera l 

Magr uder at 1 alvern Hi l l . l . H. Chilton was being d i s cr i mi na ted 

aga i n s t by ~a gruder ' s fr i en s , when the farmer ' s nominat ion for 

mi litary adv a n c emen t c a me be f ore th e Con f eder ate Congr ess . 

Chilton h a d s u pposedly i njured Magr ud er' s r e pu t a ti o n f or 

ulter i or mot ives . C 1i l ton a ske d Davi d s on f or h e l p i n r evealing 

t h e true c onditi on of Ma gruder and his a b i l ity to command . 

Dav ids on res pon d e d b y g iving a deta i led report o f h i s own 

exp eriences wi th Magr uder . He f e lt t hat Ma ruder h ad been 

i n co petent , es p ecial l y in h i s d ec ision t o send the Letch er 

Bat t er y i n to s uch a ri i c u l ous ~os it ion . Dav ids on offer ed 

to t esti fy publ i c ly a g a i nst ~agr u d e r , i f it was n ecessa r y . He 

ad it ted t h a t he had ade n o secret of h i s vi e vs as to Magr uder' s 

c onduct a t m lver n Hi l1 . 59 

ack i n Lexingt o n , 4r . Davi dson had foun d h is vor k muc h 

harde r . i n h i s law offi c e witho ut Teenlee ' s h eJ p . He wrot e in 

Mar en of 18 63 t a t h i s c lient s wer e con t inu~l l y inq uiri ng ab o ut 

t heir favor i youn g l a wy er. Hi s fa ther add ed thi s c omment : 

"Yo u c a n s c a rc e l y i rna -,· ine h ow I have missed y ou a t home a nd i n 
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the offic e . 11 60 Gr eenl e e wa s d esti n e d never to s e e ei the r his 
✓ 

f a t h er or ~he l av o f f ic e again . Only t .ro mont hs remained until 

t hat battle between "Figh t ing Joe" Hook er ' s Yankees and t h e 

Lee- Ja cks o n team was f ough t . Tnis batt l e was t o be t h e c lima x 

of t he Va r f o r So u t her n I n de pendenc e . 

The Yanke ~s had b e g un to mas s t roo ps a t F a l mo ut h a c r oss 

t he Rappahanno ck from •redericksburg , ultimat ely r e a ch

ing t e n unilier o f 130 , 000 . Lee had sent Lon gs tre et on a 

fo rag ing ex pe d it i on wi th sev er a l of his briga des , lea v ing 

only 60 , 0 0 p oor ly e q ui ,pe d , h ungr y tro o ps i nt e Ar my of 

Nor t her n Vi r ginia . Hooker had t he br illiant ide a of l e a d i ng 

one- third of h .1 s men Ves t up t he Rappahannoc k , wh er e he p l ann ed 

to . cros s , and g ive Lee a s urp r ise attac k on h i s left . Ano ther 

third of lo oker ' s r rr y whi c h r ema i n e d at almouth wo ul d t h e n 

c ross t he t a ppahannock a t Freder i c sbur g and at t ac Lee .on hi s 

ri gh t . The r emaini ng th i r d of t he Union Ar my woul d b e h e l d i n 

reser ve . Each s ecti on o f thi s s uperb Federal Ar my s hould h ave 

been able to ha ve defeat ed Lee' s vhole a r my a l on e . Lee l e arne d 

o f Hooker ' s p l ans a nd q ui ck l y s e n t Ja ckso n a n d his d ev i s ion 

west , bel ow t he appaha n noc ~ to Chanc el l orsvi lle , l e a vi n g Genera l 

Jubal i•Ja r y t o p l a y a s top- ga p defensivf? r o le at Fre derick s bur g . 

Lee a ga i n b r oke a rule o f warfar e by s pli tting h i s a r my before 

t he e n emy a n d a l lowing J acks on t o make his dar ing march around 

t he r i gh t of Hook er ' s rmy an a t tac k e d Howard ' s troo ps on t h e 

flank . Th is s urpris e a ct i on, i n tur n , threw Ho oker' s whole army 

i nt o wi ld c on f us ion . Jackson ke p t pushing t h e en emy , wh i l e he 

had t hem movin g , by t he us e o f a ni gh t exp edi~ion . As " S t on wal l " 

was r e turn ing f r om t ha t ex 1ed iti on he was mor t a l ly wo unded by 

h is own men . f ew d a ys l a ter pn eumoni a b r ough t d e a t h . 

On Saturda y , May 2 , t he Le tc h er Batt er y was or dered t o 

Wi l de r n ess Ch urch . ?hey a r r ived t her e a t 4 o ' cloc k P . M. a nd 

we r e i mme d i a t ely s ent to the fr on t . he n ex t mo r ning t h ey were 
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ordered to t ake p osi ti on to t he r i gh t of t he Pl ank Roa d . 

Being ordered sti l l further to the ri ght , t hey c ame under 

mur der ous enemy fi r e . Sec ond Lt . R . C. Ma cmur do was 

, ounded i n t ie l eft hand . y order of ~a j . Pe g r am t h e 

batt ery a dv anc e d abou t t wo h undr e d y ards , st i l l hol ding 

t he c e n t e r o ' t he Walk e r Ba tt a li on . Ther e , they fi red 

a l l thre e h undr e d a n d n i neteen r ounds o f ammunition . if ith 

a l l th e a mmun ition supply e xha us ted , they were ordere u 

to t h e r ea r behind an adjoining h i ll , while an i nfantry 

c har ge wa s ma d e . Gr eenlee and several oth er men were near 

t he to p of t he hil l wat c hing for the infantry c har g e . A 
61 

Yankee bullet fou nd i ts target in Davi ds on ' s b ody . 

Greenle e ' s me n c a rrie d him fr om the fiel d a nd made 

him as c onf a rtqble as pos sib le . As t he c a p tain was bei ng 

t al en away he t urned to hi s F irst Lt . . 'homas Brander , 

who wa s no w in comma nd of t he bat t ery , and as k e d h i m 

11 to t hank the men for thei r ga l lan t behav ior , fo r it 
62 

made h i m die ha 1jpy . 11 John Morris, J r., an Or d inan ce 

Off icer o f t he Batt~l ion , wa s b eside Davi dson d uri ng t he 

l as t moment s o f h is life . ~orris wr ote r e enlee ' s mothe r : 

••• h e drea de d h is a ppr oachin g e nd 
pr inc i pal ly on y our a cc ount and 
excl a i med "Oh ! v y mo t her ! Wha t a 
ter r i bl e b low this wi ll be t o her": 

e r e q ues t ed me to wr ite to you to 
s a y t h a t h e f ell b rav ely f i ghting 
f or our cause and in t he hour of 
hi s tory . 

In c onc lusion let me a s s ur e yo u 
t ha t wh ils t we wou l d not i n t r ud e 
o ur f £ e l ings on t h e sac redness of a 
mother ' s gr i ef , y o u ha v e t he h e a rt 
felt sympat hy o f all Who kne w h im 
h er e and we de e p ly m0 urn ~ h e loss o f 
one fr om a mong us who p os sessed so 
many qual it i e s of he a r t and mi n d to 
r end er h i m a most v a lued fr iend in an y 
p ositi on . 
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Ma j . J a mes B. Dorman sent All ie and \ ~ llie home f r om Dubli n 

so t ha t t hey could attend t he f uneral and be with their parents 
64 

for a few days . Cllarli e was unable to leave h is position a t 

Gordonsv ill e; instea d he wr ote a letter of sympathy . He said 

t h a t even thoug h their "eldest and most promi sin g" son had been 
' sna t c h e d a ' ay , he had died " n obly , fi ghting in a just c a use . " 

They had lost only two sons , wh ile many famil f es had t hei r 

11 c h ildr en tak en from them by si c knes s and i n battle , having 

t hem ma imed for life or sink i ng i nto an untimely grave f r om a 

shattered c onsti t utio u . 11 Charlie ende d h i s l etter with this 

pa ragraph : 
65 

And now t h a t he is gone , let h im be as an 
example to yo ur remaini n g s ,n s , as to wha t 
t hey ought to be , ask shini ng ma r k for them 
to imitate; to ot 1ers , l et his name b e 
referre d t o v ith p leasur e , and wi th the 
pr ou d feeling of a fa th er who knows t ha t 
f ew pa rents had suc h a son t o los e . 

Gr e enle e ' s body was brough t to Lexington by wa y of ichmond 
66 

where a l arge group of c itizens paid their l ast r espects . His 

burial i n t he Lexington Cemetery was to some ext en t overshadowed 

by those of t wo other. well-known Lexingtonians - - Gen . J a cks on 

a n d ri g . Gen . ' · F . axton . All t hr ee men had g i v en t hei r 

l ives f or a c ommon c ause . ach rec eived their deserved pr aise 

a n d honor . The Ga z e tt e des crib e d Greenlee ' s death and burial 
67 very simpl y , but with a sense of beauty : 

But as t he bat t e r y is r etiring , a b u l le t 
p ierces h i s bo dy with a mo rta l woun d . Ye t 
living , bu t in dr eadful a g ony, he i s 
carried f r om t h e fiel d and frien ds t ake 
char ge of him. u t h uman s k il l a v a ils 
nothi ng nm·- - a f ew ho I s of suffering and 
all i s over . The b ody is broug ht back to 
h i s ol d home and buried where e wa s 
born . Unaffect ed s orrow fills the hearts 
of all the c ommunity . 
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La ter , it was e ven specula t e d tha t Greenlee wo uld hav e 

been promoted to t h e r ank of General before t he te r mi na t ion 

o t h e · a r had h e l ivect . 68 gain , t h e Gazette ade q ua t e ly 

expressed t he fe e lings of reenlee' s many fr iends and 
. 69 

acquaintan ces: 

In our temple of Li berty will be p l a ced 
a tablet t ha t r e cor s hi s vir t ues and 
d e plores h i s ear l y los s t o hi s friends 
wh o had loved him, and the c ountry ~hi ch 
he had s erved with suc h fidelity and 
s uccess. 
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Cha p t e r IV 

The ~inal Curt a i o f War 

'l 'h e e a r l y s ummer o f 1 863 wa s a perio d of r e l a t i ve pros peri t y 

in ockbri dge . Busi n es s a c t i vity wa s i provi ng as p ers onal 

proper t y a n d r ea l e s t a te adv a ce d i n pri ce and sel l ing increas ed . 

• a rm pro duce broug t f ive t i me s a s muc h as it d id i n 1 6 1 . 

Sl a v e tra u ing wa s b ris~ l a r g e l y b ecaus e o f the n e ed f or workers . 

Infl a t ion was th e p r i ma r y c a use f or muc h o f t h e price increas e ; 

but c onf i d e ce L 1 the g v cr1tment a nd t h e Sout h ern a r mi es s e e me 

to b e t he p r i 1,1e fa c to r i n t he p ros p er ity . Th e Co nfe d erate 

g overnme n t had ren te t e 'a i r g r.ounds and e l p e d Roc k bri dg e 

citi z e ns e s tab l i sh a h os , it a l . P r e vi ously l o c al pat i ents h ad 

to b t a en to S t aunton or Lync h b u r g f or trea t me n t •• efug ees 

flo ve d i n to t he c ount y fro m t h e war-t o r n a rea s of t he st a t e . 

The mas s es o f p eo ple wer e b us y gat hering provisi o ns fo r the 

a r my . To he lp , t here wa s a n abunda n t wh a t c r o p in 18 6 3 . 1 

Nev er t he les s , d an"er signs wer b e g i nn i ng t o appe a r. 

Conf e d e r a te c urrency wa s being re j ect ed by s o 1,1e creditors a s 

payment fo r debts . The c o unty issued pape r mon ey . Infl a ti on , 

wil e good to s o me deg r ee , was be c o i ng unc ontrolled . Unc erta i n ty 

and a nxiety wa s bad for bus i n e s s . 1 ltho ugh war had n ot y et 

to uc h e d t h e boun¥i es of ockbri dge , some of its slaves had 

b e e n i mpr e s se by t he Conf e d e r a cy t o work on mil i t a r y p r ojects 

such a s b u· l t ing e a rth wo r k s . on b a tt l e fields . !I a ny o cl·br i dge 

sons we r e be i ng return e d to t h e i r h ome s i n a c o ffin . Ge n eral 

J ackson ' s body a r r ive d on Thurs a y a f t er noo n , May 17 . Governor 

Letch er , S t on ewall ' s p e r s on a l sta f f , t h e V. M. I . c adet c orps , 

a n d t h o us ands of friends a tt end e d h is fun era l . Cap t ain Davi ds on 

a nd Ma j or Genera l E . F . axton had p r ece#de d Jae on in buri a l 

in t h e Lexing t on c eme t ery . g e n era l c ry a ros e fr o t he p e o p l e : 
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"Alas ! las ! Vt en is t h e end t o be . 11 The Le tc h er Batt ery 

pr Lsen ted to b r a ss six- pounder s moot h bore g uns to V. } . I . 

i n memory of t 10s e wh o had f a ll en i n t he ser vice o f t h e 
2 

company . Even tho ugh si gns of doom we re a ppe a r i ng on the 

hori z ons , t h e stro ng fi ghti ng spirit o f t h e cotch- Irish 

was no t disturbe d . 

Cha rl ie ha d s p en t th e wint e r o f 1862- 18 63 at Gordonsv ill e , 

hav i ng giv en up f i e l d d uty to become a provost off i c er . "fhi le 

i n t h is p os ition , h is extra ord inary tend en cy towa r d b us i nes s 

was reveal e d thr o ug 1 h i s le tt e rs . The fi rst proposed busi ness 

e n terpri z e a bou t which h e wrot e c am e in Apri l , 18 63 . Whi le on 

a tri p to Ric Lrnond in c h a r ge of s ome pris oners , Cha r li e r an 

a cross J . A. Turner , a former c a p t ain o f h i s compa n . Turne r 

want e d Dav i dson t o g o i n t o f o r e i gn t rad e and b loc ka d e runn i ng . 

Th i s v en tur e would be pro perl y cha rt e r ed t h r ough reg ul a r c hannels . 

Th ey wo u l d be j oi ne d b y Dr . Ge or g e Ros s , the b r o t h e r o f Ma j . J . 

D. H. Ross o f - o c kbri dg e . Th e company wo l d s e nd agents to 

En g l and or Nass a u to purch a s e or c ha rt er t h e ne c e s sary s h i ps 

wl i c h wo ul d c a r ry c o tt on to England and b r i ng back s up pl ies . 

Th e d i s t u r bi ng f a c t or was that it woul d cost one t h o us and doll a rs 

for Cha r li e to joi n . Th i s money wo u ld h a ve to be bovrowe d fro m 

hi s f a t h er, who wa s v e r y c oo l towa r d t h e wh o le idea . More or 

less o n hi s father ' s ad v i c e , Ch a r l ie g ave u p t he sch e me . 3 

Cha r li e had othe r i d eap on h o v t o ma k e i o n e y . He bought 

a l a r g e number of ho r ses near t h e f irs t of Sep t ember , 18 63 , 

and s ent t hem h ome for t h e a u t umn month s . The n h e sol d them in 

De c ember for an e no r mous prof i t . His father was not t oo h a ppy 

wi t h fee d i ng ho r s es e i ther . 4 

In January , 1864 , Char l ie wr o te t h a t h e ha d ma de a t h ous a n d 

dollars through apple s peculation . He h a d s old an a pple crop 

belon g i ng to a man in Albermarle Coun t y . He prop os e d to u -, e 

t h r ee - f o ur t hs of h is mone y t o buy ne cess ities for h i s f a mi l y a t 
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home . Hi s mo t her was to send i m a l ist of t hings t ha t wer e needed . 5 

1eanw1ile , Al l ie and 1/ i l l ie h a been stati oned in Dublin , 

Al lie ha d been a dj u t ant o f the Camp of I ns t ruc t io n which Ma j or 

Dor man was c o mma n di ng . Vi l lie had ent ere d t he c a p of t h e 

Le tcher Ba ttery near Ri chmond i n J u l y , 18 62 , but had tak en 

si ck with f ever and was sent h ome . 6 I n t h e a utumn of 18 62 , he 

joined his bro t her at Dub l i n . The t wo boy s found a s ec ond h ome 

wi t h t he Alexan der fami ly i n t ha t town . Henr y Alexander was 

l i k e a b r other t o t he t wo Davidsons . The two 1lexander g irls , 

Henrietta a nd Sarah , were two lovely young ladies . "i l l i e ' s 

fa t her a pparen tl y a pprove d of t h is f ami ly for he wrot e to Wi ll i e , 

" Suc h s ocie t y a s y ou foun d a t Mr. l exander ' s wi l l be i pr ovi ng 
7 

to you . '' Al l ie bec a me more a n d more invo l ve d emoti ona l l y 

wi t h Henri et ta as lat er even ts were to pr ove . 

Milita r y l ife in Dublin was no t bad a t all . Many 

enjoyab le eveni n gs wer e s p en t at the Al exan der' s and with oth er 

f amil i e s . i ll ie wi s 1e d h is ~ole f ami ly c oul d s pend Chris t mas 

wi t h a ll t he folks i n Dubl in . He described an amus i ng inc i dent 

whi c h happened while on a hunting t r i p with an o l der man whom 

he called Doctor: 
8 

Whilst t he doc t or was listening to t he dogs 
. h e h e ar d a s l i ght n ois e , on turning a r ound 
he saw a u e e r look i ng at hi .. . He jerk e 
up h i s g un and fire d bu t did n ot k i ll it. 
He had hardly go t h i s gun load e d vh en the 
dogs r an the deer by his s tand . He f ired 
b o th barr e ls going off and ki l led t h e de er 
a nd l iked to bro e hi s nos e by t he gun 
k i c k ing so. 

Ab out t h e mi ddle of April, 1863 , Maj or Dor man pl a ced 

Hen r y Alexander and Wil l ie in c har ge o f trans porting t wen t y 

n i n e men a nd six gu r ds to Vic kbur g , Miss i s si ppi. They wer e 

suppos ed to l e av e Dubli n on Sat ur day t h e 18 , b u t t h e tra in 

was so crowd e d tha t t hey had t o ret ur n t o camp . Upon re tur n ing 
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to c amp it was learne d t ha t one o f t h e men had be en p l a nning 

a mut i ny . A ·uar d was t o be s ei zed and hel d a s a hostage 

when t h ey carrie d ou t p l ans to escape t o t h e i r h omes in Le e 

County on a r riving in Bri s tol . 'he p lot was i ppe d i n t h e 

bud . 'he leader was handc uff e d and put i n th e g ua r d ho use . 

7 The next 1 orn i ng , Sunday , 19 , t hey a c t ua l l y began t h e i r 
. 9 Jo urney : 

••• we a rrived a t Brist o l t ha t n i gh t, 
f r om Bris tol ve to ok~~(he car s t o 
noxville , Tenn ., fr om n oxvil l e to 

Dalto n e o, fr6m Dalton to Atatanta 
Ala, f r om tat a nt a t o J est o i ~ t , 
f r om Vest Poi n t to ~ ont g omery Al a , 
at ich we a rr ived Tues day n i gh t 
abo ut 9 . 0 . Clock , we staid sii : 
t h ere tat nigh t and all of t he nex t day to 
proc ur e rations for the men , on ed nes da~ 
eveni ng we tooke 1.~i__c] t h e Stea boa t 
down t h e l abama rive abo u t 100 · 
mi les to Se lma , fr om 8elm· we tooke~;~ 
t e c a ~ [t~] Dema pol is , at which· 
p l a c e we h d to lay over one day f or 
we di d no t make c onexi on "':s i c]' wi t 
t he S teamb oa t w i ch r uns be tween 
De a polis and J cDowels sta t i on ••• , down 
t h e Tombi gbee river , fro m ~ cDowel 
S t a t i on we too ce t he c a r s to eri d i an 
:r.- iss . 

\ en t hey arriv e d a t Meri dian , news a d c ome t hat Ya nl e es 

ha c a p t ured some trains and b urned a number of bridges 

b etween e r idian a nd Jacks on . Te Co mmandi ng ffi ce r at 

eridian advise d Alexande r and Dav idson to 1 ov e t hei r rr.en out 

of to vn f or a t least two miles f or t hey were exp ecting a 

r a id any moment . The next mor ning t he men wer e t urned over 

to t he co mmandi ng major a n d Davids on a n d lexand er retur n ed 

h ome to Dublin . They a rrive d back on Th rsday , May 30 . 

They had tra v e led approxi mately s i x t e e n hundre d il es , yet 
10 

on ly c a me wi t h i 'n a hundre d mi l es of Vicksburg . 



To\ a r d t h e l ~s t of June , 18 63 , Lt . Jo n Ca s s wa s or der e d 

to organi z e a n infantry c ompany at Dublin . l lie h ad p r evious l y 

been offered t hi s c ommission to form a c omp a ny , b u t h a d 

dec li1 e d i n f a vor of Ca s s becaus e h e had n o d es i r e t o lea ve 

Dubl i n . At ublin i l l i e vas i n line t o b ecome S e c ond 

Li e u tena n t . Th e c ompany was to be a ttache t o Lt . Co l . E g a r ' s 
' 

Battal ion i n Gene r a l ~c hol ' s ri gJ de . ll ie a dvised his f a t h er 
' 

t o a l l ow \v i l ie to a c cep t th is commi ss i on . l ie t hough t t h a t 

t h e compa ny wo u l d p robably rema in as a D~ pa rtmen t Gua r d a t t he 

Camp of Ins truct ion . La t e r , ~ajor Dor man , a t t e request o f 

Maj or General J on es , as s i gn e d nea r l y a ll c ons cri p t soldier s ~o 

Edga r ' s Ba t talion . Dorma n no lon g er had any n e e d f or Wi l li e •. 11 

Mr . Davi dson g av e h is c o ns e nt. f t that time , e d ivi ded 

Green le e ' s army gear a mon g t h e boys, with much o f i t bei ng 

g iven to i i l lie sin ce he was j ust g oing into a c t ive f i e l d 

s ervice . Vi ll i e r e c eived Gr een lee ' s s word , oil cloth bla nk e t , 

a coa t wi t h a n o il clo t h c a p e , on e o f Gr eenlee ' s p i s t ols with 

powder fl as h , so me c a rtridg es and bul l et mol ds , and n umero us 

ot h e r th i 1gs . Mr . Davidso n g ave Al l ie Gre enlee ' s pri z e d navy 

pistol , ~1hi c ca 1s e d l l ie t o writ e his f a t h er : "I wi ll t a k e 

good c are o f t h e p istol and yo u may rest a s s ur ed I wil l n eve r 

lend i t . I pri ze it i ghly , r ot on account o f a n y mo n e y v a l ue 

t hat mi g 1t be a ttac h e d t o it, b u t be c a use of i t s h a v i ng 
12 

belong e d t o ro t h e r Gre en le e ." 

By t he su ~ e r of 18 63 , l l ie an d Henriet ta h a d fa l l en 

de e pl y i n love. Al l ie d esperate ly wanted hi s pa ren t s to 

a l l ow h i s s iter , Cl a r a , to co e and vi s i t with t he Al exa n der 

s ister s . He fel t tha t, if Cl a r a was a l l owed to come , hi s c o urt s hip 

and p l a ns fo r ma rri ag e wer e sanc tion ed by h is own f ami l y . 

Henr ie t ta had b ee n previ ously ma rri e d t o a Dr . Vither s who h ad 

di e d . 13 S ome doub t had een c as t on t h e wis dom of a mar r i age 

b e t ween Al . ie and a wi dowe d g irl . Th e yo unger Da v ids on t h o ugh t 

t ha t " n o r eason excep t p r ej ud i ce" co ul d t ur n h is pa rents 
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agains t h is arr i a g e . 14 His f ather indi c a t ed h is a pproval by 

s endi ng Cla r a . 

Ju ly was a mon t h of d i saster f or t h e Confedera tes . The 

f al l of Vi c l·s bur g a n d U e def eat at Gettysburg was l i k e a 

dou ble - shotted c a n i s ter a gainst the c a us e f or Sout ern I ndependence. 

he go ve r nme n t b eg a n c a ll ing fr a nt icallj · fo r more troops and more 

c ompa n i es . Al l ie remained a s djun t ant of t h e c a mp and post a t 

Dubli n . ' i ll ie r emai n e d st a t ion ed ther e duri ng t h e wi nter of 

18 63- 18 64 . He ma de sever a l tr i ps to i c me nd duri ng t ha t ti 111e , 

us ual.l. y t a i n g prisoners . S on etin,es the s e tr i ps we r e ui te 

enj oyab l e . On ce h e wrote t a t h e had j ust at t end ed t he t hea t er 
' 15 

with s ome ladies fro n the Gov ernor ' s Mansion . 

a c k i n Ro ckbri dg e , ha r d times a n f ea r we r e beginning to 

grip the hear t s of t he opul a ce. Th e poo r peop le of t he 

Coun ty · were under going intense s uf fe r ing . In several c as es, 

Mr . Davi dson had he l p e d vi dows a n d so l di er ~ • fami l ies g et 

rel ief and back pay , so t hat those p eopl e c ou l d , at leas t , 

exis t through t h e winter of 1863-18 64 . Many fami l i es , e s pec ial l y , 

r ef ugees , had neith e r f ood n or fire wood . One suc h c as e 

involve d a Mr s . J ane Lucas , the widow of J a mes Luc a s wh o had 

b een k ill e d in one o f the batt les in t he Vall e y Ca mpa i gn of 

18 62 . Sh e and h er ei ght children were left dest itute withou t 

money , f od , o r fi r e wo od , and she wa s being pressed har d by 

he r h usban d ' s credi t ors . Mr. Dav idson defen ded her succ essfully 

in t he l aw sui t brought by te cre ditor s , a n d h e a l so rocured 

some of her l ate h us band ' s back p ay from t h e Confe d era te 
1 6 Government. T r eateni n g r aids k e pt anxi ety a t a h i gh p i tch . 

The h ome g ua r d ,as f o r med , a nd Mr . avids on was i n c har ge of its 

commi ssary depar t ment. The Lexi ng t on Gazette pa id tri b ut e to 

him f or his wor k : " Al t h ough it was a new bus i ness to h i m 

( Davi dso n ) , hi s energy even in a dv anced li fe , wa s inflexibl e , 

and 1e t ur n e d h i mself readi l y to is n ew b us iness , and made 

65 . 



. lf ff " · 11 17 1mse a 10s t e 1cient c ommi s s a r y . 

t r . Dav i s o n t ol d Genera l _._,' r anc is Smi th of V. ,, . I . of 

h is dire need f or t , o h undred and fift y haversac l s . Smith 

sen t a notic e to t h e l adi es of t he Presbyterian Church . Th e 

notice a r r i ve d while ser vic es were in p rogr es s . " After 

preaching , t e l a dies f lock ed to the stores wher e t h e ma t erials 

c oul d be had , and a t 3o ' cl ock in t1 e eveni n g every hav e r sack 
18 wa r eady . " 

n ~ on day , Novermber 9 , 18 63 , en . Echols was defea t ed 

at Lewisbur g , and f i g h t ing a d bro k e n o u t j ust west of 

Covin g ton . h e Cadets an d th e Iome Guard wa s sent to 

ass ist . However , Gen . I . D. I mb od en drove the Yankees a wa y 

wi t h a slight s ki r mi sh , leaving no th ing for t he Ho e Guard 

to do . n , Dec embe r 6 , t h e Cadets a nd Home Guar d was s ur:rnon e d 

a g a in . The enemy was s u p1osed t o be press i n g in on Lexington 

from four di r e c t ions . Littl e figh t i n g a ctua l ly ma teri a l i z e d . 

I mbod en ' s Ca v a lry and a r t i l lery passed t hrough t own o n 

Dece b er 18 . i s fo rces were in a bad physi cal c ondit ion , 

with both me n and horses covered \• ith mud a nd loo k ing s t arve d . 

La t er , that s a me day Gen . 1 i tzh ugh Le e ' s c avalry of a pproximately 

t wenty - seven hun dre d men p a s s e d thro ugh town . They were in be tter 

physi c a l sha p e . • ood a s given to both a r my un i t s by t h e 

loc a l peo ple and t he unit s had f ine fighti ng s p irit . Al l of 

t h e m mov ed on to Co l lierstown for t he ni gh t . Yankee Cava l r ~ 

Genera l \ i ll i am v erel~was a dvan c i n g f rom Salem. I mboden 

ordere d t h e cad e t s to ma rch to Buc l an a n , but i n vain , fo r 
19 Averell had e s c a p ed . 

Rumors o f e n e my r aids cont i n u e d t o pers is t, s o tha t little 

more t ha or dinar y exci t ement was s tirr e d up wh en t he n ews 

a r rived t h a t Genera l David Hun t er wa s in p oss es sion o f bo t h 
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Staunt on and Va ynesboro and wa s on h is way to Lync hburg . is 

propos ed r o ute r an through Lexington . 

Ano t her Yan cee fo rce was pr essin g in by wa~ of Covingt on , 

Clif t on Forg e , and were stationed at Jo r dan ' s F urnace at 

Longdal e just t wenty- five miles fr om Lexington . Not an a ctive 

Conf e derat e soldi er was statio ned betwee n t h em a n d Lexingt on . 

oshen had been r a i de d by Gene r al , v e r ell whose for ces had 

t own up t he Virg i i i a Cent ral Railroaa . 20 

Lexington resi de n t s began pa c k ing t heir silver and ot he r 

val uables . T1e • M. I . libra ry was moved . Hundre~s of 

wag ons and stages fil ~e d with Negro es from S t aunto n a nd 

vi cini ty p as sed t h roug t h e t own . These t h rea t s of an i mpend i ng 

raid we re real . General Joh n ~ cc land wi t h h is t iny f orce 

of defen ders ha pulled back int o Lexi ng t on on the even i ng of 

J une, 10 . The next morn ing a r o und 10 o ' clock , McCa a s l and 
/ 

b urned t e Nor t h River bridg e and left Lexingt on a b ou t 3 p . m. 

1 l C . ht 21 At 4 o cock , t he head of t he Yank ee olumn c a me in to s1 g • 

T e Yank ees wer e t o s t ay three days in t he town . Accord ing 
\ 

to Hunter ' s of f ic i a l report they captured " a few prisioners , 

5 piec es of cannon , numer ous c aiss_f b ns and gun c a rr: iai.ges , 

s o me s ma ll arms , a n d a quantity o f ammuni t ion . " Th e y also d es troyed 

11 6 bar ges .laden with co mi s sar y stores , a rtillery ammu n i ti on , ari'd 

6 p i eces of a rt i l lery ." Damage was done to the J ames River 
22 

Cana l. On t h e 12th/ Hunter orde red Virgi n ia :r, i l i t~ry Insti tute, 

Va shin g ton Co l l eg e , a n d Governor John Letcher ' s h ome burned . 

Le tcher ' s home was burne d I s up1;os e d ly, b e c ause a copy o f a 

proc l a mat ion was found , si gned by the Gov e r nor, c all i n g on t h e 

Citi z e ns of Lexin g t on and t h e count;y to res i s t Hunter' s forces . 

ash i ngton Co l lege was s par ed t h e t orc h b e c a use o f some s t r ong 

sentimen t a mon g th e Yan~ee troo ps a gains t burn i n g a college 
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support e d by an d n amed af t er t he Fa t h er of their Country . Ge n . 

J . M. Schoonmak er was rel i eve d o f h i s co~nan d for n o t burn ing 

V. 1•• . I . and l ashi ngton Colleg e i lm e d iat ely a fter entering 

Lexi ngt on . 
. t . 23 pos 1. i on . 

Sc h oonrnal e r was la t er to b e r es tore d to h is 

On J une 13 , Hunter sen t 1 verell to Buchanan "To 

drive ~ cCausl and ou t a n d secur e t h e J ames iver Bridg e if 

possibl e . 1124 'wo hundre d p ick ed (.tav a l r yrnen were sent ahe ad 

to Lynch urg whi le Hun ter and h i s r ema i ning fo rc es started i n 

t hat d i rect ion . 

Hunter left tremendo us damage a nd h ardsh i p in h i s wa k e . 

Al l fo od wh ich the Yanke es c ould fi n d was tak en . Livestock 

had been ruth l ess y sl aught e r e d . Homes had been t orn asunder 

by the Yan k ee p l underi n g and s earc h i ng . V. ~ - I . had been 

c ompl e te ly des t roye d exc ept f or Sup erintendent Smi th ' s home . 

\ as i n g to n eol lege had been t h oroughly p i l lage d a nd i t s libra r y 

des t royed . S ome ci t i zens had b een roughly h a nd le d 1 ev en a few 

i n the c ounty were k i ll e d . Many slaves l ef t t h e i r mas t ers . 
25 

Th e Davids ons lost only Ti p , one of t heir t hree slav es . 

Yet the f i ghting s pirit of t he Sc o tch-Irish was no t b roke n . 

Th eir tee th were c linc h e d a n d t heir hearts fil l ed with r eve n g e . 

s long as 11Mar se Rob ert" was i n c omman d , Rockbridge citi z ens 

wou l d b e behind i m fi gh t ing . 

In February oft at turbul en t year , 1864 , Allie and 

Henri etta wer e marrie d . Al l i e wanted t o bring his y oung wife 

to Le xingt on i n t he early sm ner of 1864 , bu t war o ond i ti ons 

would n ot permit it . Al l ie wrote h i s mo t her t hat he woul d not 

be satis i fied un t il he hea r d he r say " f r om h e r own knowledge" 

tha t h e had n ot ma de a mistak e in mar riag e . After over t hree 

months of ma rrie d life, Al lie observe d t ha t t h ey had " n ever 

y et had t h e slightest di ff e r ence o r f a lling ou t , or harsh word . " 

He added : "I must s ay I a m more i n lo ve vith her no w than I 

ever was . 11 
26 
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1ar conditi ons g r ew ,·orse a n d worse . In Apr il , 1864 

Charli e n ov ed h e adquarters f rom Gordons v ille t o Or ange Court 

House . e had bec ome "tired a nd disgust e d with being on 

Provost tluty . " He a nd .. ost o f the officers with h i m wo uJ. d 

have p r eferred being 1• i t h t hei r ol d Br igade . They felt t ha t 

by b eing in a c tive field duty , t hey wou ld b e d o ing some 

visible service f or t h e Con fe dera cy . Duri ng t he f irst week 

of ~ay h e a vy fi gh t ing occurrjd a r oun d r ang e Court Hous e 

wi th Johnston ' s and Ro de ' ? Units de f endi ng t he area . The 

Confederates retr eated towa rd ichmo n d . On !'-ay 12 , Charlie 

was lo cat ed at Beaver Dam . He wrote h i s mother on June 1 

that t e a r my was in excellant s h a pe-and ver e rece ivi g p l enty 

of fo od at t hat time . Ea c h soldier was g e t tin g a half 
2 7 

po und port io n of good bacon . Toward t h e l ast of June, 

Charlie was p l a ced in c omman d of t he pos t a t 11 1/2 way stat t on " 

on t he ichmo nd and eters burg Rai lroad . Hi s c h i ef h op e for 

t h e Confede r a c y at that time was Genera l Early ' s exp e ditio 
. 28 

against Wash i ngton : 

I a m in h op es tha t Genl . Early will be 
a bl e to ma k e a s t and in Mar yland & 
t hereby be ab l e to draw Gr ant ' s Ar my 
f r om its pres ent p osition , to t he de fense 
of Vas h i ngton ; it is t he i mpl ication 
that Genl. Lee will g radual ly r ei n f orc e 
h i m; besi d es this a secret expedi tion 
sailed fr om \ ilmi ngto n a day or t wo 
a go, whose desti nation i s supposed _ to 
b e o i nt Lookout , where o ur prisoner s 
a r e h eld; if it coul d only suc cee d 
& those men jo i n Ear ly, it would .· 
creat e a number of Conf eder a te t ooops 
in Ya nkeedom . 

Cha rlie r emain e d at 11 1/ 2 way Station" throu gho u t the 

sumn er 0f 1 86 4 . n August 30 , he wro te that he was " well -

fixe d and satisfied . " No furt he r word f r om h i m c an be foun d 

unti l F e b rua r y 18 65 . 

' i l l ie ' s company was r lieved of i t s duty as Department 
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Guard a t Dublin on the first of May . I t vas ord ered to join 

Edgar' s Battalion which wa s to mardh fo r Staunt on on May 3 . 

Off icers we re allowed to take onl y twenty five p ounds o f 

baggage . \ i ll i e le ft his trun < wi t h the Alexand ers . This young er 

Davi dson di d n o t wa nt t o lea v e Dubli n . Military life had b een 

c ompara t ively easy and enj oyable for h i m. He had b e e n hav i ng 

"eggs twi c e a d a y and b uttermill( t hre e t i es a day" whi c h 

f . h d b th l h 1 · d l · 1 f 29 were urn i s e y e c oo -cw o ive on ya mi e r om c ,p . 

' ill i e wa s des t i n e d t o have a numb er of v ery n a r roF esc a p es 

and br eath- t aking adven tures befor e h e was pa r o l e d a t 

ppomattox Court Hous e. 

Ec h ol! s di visi on , wh ich c ont ~ined Edgar ' s Batt a li on, 

be c a me a p a rt of Brec k inri dg e Corps , whi c h in t ur n , was u nder 

Gen eral Jubal Ear ly ' s gener a l c ommand. This small a r my of 

14 , 000 soldiers we re t he Co fede r a te force which made t h e 

s p ecta c u l a r r ai d i n Mar y l and and aroun d \ ashington f r om June 

27 to .t ug ust 7 , 18 64 . A member of t he Breck i nri dge Co rps 

r elated t o All ie in a letter t ha t one day durin t h e 

l a tter part of Jun e, Edg a r' s entire Ba ttal i o was c a p tured 

with t he excepti on o f Wi l l i e n d n i n e o ther me n . \ i l li e was 
30 t he only c ommission e d officer t o es c a r, e. 'fhe y oung Lieut r' nant 

t h en be c a me a part o f Co l . Georg e S . · at ton ' s Bri ga de a nd tra v e led 

with t h e Col on el d uring most o i t h e Ma ryl and- ~ash i ngt on 

ex e di tion . F ortuna te l y , Vi ll ie r od e most o f t h e t i me . At 

fi r s t, h e h ad t o ride be c ause of h i s a p poin t me n t a s a c ting 

Br i gade I ns pecto r . Si n c e t hi s j ob requi r e d a h or s e , h e 

c onfis c a t ed a s p l endid one fro m a Yankee i n Frederick , 

~ a r y l a nd. n J u l y 9 , Pa tt on ' s Bri g a d e h el p e d to de feat t he 

Yank e es under Lew Wal l a c e near Frederick in t he Battle of 

~ i n o c a c y . Wa l l a ce was fo rce d t o fa l l ba c t to Baltimore . 

Wi l lie c an e wi t hin ei gh t mi l es of a s , i ng ton but " d i d no t g et 
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a c hanc e t o see i t . 11 3 1 

After t he Yank ee re i n forcement a rrived a t · as hingt on , 

Ear ly de c id d i t unwise to assaul t th e c i t y . Thus he pull ed 

h is f or c es bac1 t owa r d Berryv i li e and S trasbur g . At Strasburg , 

Villie was re l i eved of his position a s ~ri g ad e Ins p ector . 

His pr e d ec e s sor was ordered back t o that p os i t i ~ n . Wi l l ie 

did no t wan t to re t ur n to his ol d compa ny , so he secure d t he 

ap point ment of ide - de - Camp of Col . Pa tt n . , I n t his c apacity , 

\' i l l ie and t h e .:.>a t ton Bri gad e met th e e n e my a t Kerns t own on 

J u y 23 - 24 . Vil l ie wrote his moth er : 
32 

I was wi th t h e CoL t hr ough the fi gh t and 
made s ome v ery narrow escapes , but g o t 
t hrough in safety . Ve fou ght t h e Yankees 
fr om t wo miles the other si de of Kernstown 
to Wi nchester a dist ance of s ix miles . 

Vi l lie remaine d wi t h the Br e c kenri dg e Division of Earlt ' s 

army thro ughou t t he rema i nder of 18 64 . Ear ly ' s troops made 

n umero us r aids on t owns and su pp l y c en t ers i n Maryl and , 

Pe nnsyl vania , and est Virg i n ia . After t he first o f Au g us t, 

l i tt l e g lory was to c ome t o t h os e t r oo ps •• Gen . Gr an t sent Gen . 

Phi l Sleri dan to destroy Ear ly ' s forces c on p letely an 10p up 

t h e Sh e n andoah Va l ley . Thi s was a ccomplis e d in s ever al 

devast a t i n g v ictories by t h e Yanke es in t he f al l of 18 64 . The 

p itiful r emnants of Ea r ly ' s ,rmy wer e totally shat t ered a t 

\ aynesboro on la rch 2 , 18 65 . 

be pa r oled a t 1ppoma ttox . 

Vi thin fi v e we eks, \ i ll ie w~s t o 

fa r h a d c ome to Dubli n jus t a we ek after Wi ll ie's c ompany 

had marc h e d off "to t he bat tles ," The engagement took pla ce 

a r oxima tely fou r miles fr om t he Camp o f Instructi on betwe en 

s ix thousan d Yanke es and twenty- f ive h u ndre d Conf edera tes . On 

May 9 , t h e Fede r a l s f l a nk e d the ebels and dr ove t h em c ompl e te ly 

o f f t he f ield . aj a r Dorman a ct e d as a i d e - d e -camp t o t h e 

CO! ,t 1an.ding Genera l, Al b ert Gallat in Jenki ns , wh o was wou nde d and 
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captured t hat day and d ied short ly t ereafter . lli e described 

h . t t. 33 t e si u a i on: 

s s oo n as t he f i g 1t c ommen ce d t he records 
of t he camp wer e p&cke u p & star ted off and 
when our forc e s wer e for ced to r etre a t, t-' aj . 
Do r man & Myse lf join e d the wa g on & ran o " t 
i nto t he country som~ t h irty-mi l e s with ~r. 
Al exanders wagons & n e gr oes . ' He had been 
in t h e fi ght a n d as soon as the retr ea t · 
c ommenc ed h e l wen t) h ome· & coll e cted 
wha t pro p e r ty & n e i r oes he c ould & s t ar ted 
off into F l oy d Co. Our f orces s uceede d in 
gett i n g over ew River out of r e ac h of t h e 
Yank ees . 

At Dub l i n the Yankees burned the de pot , h ot el , a large 

g overnment b u i l ding and t h e h uts wher e t he soldier s . ived . 

' h ey destroyed t h e agazine but o n ly damag e d a mmuniti on was i n 

i t . Th ey g o t f i fteen thousand pounds of b a c on at t h e d epot . 

The main headquarters bui l d ing was l e ft stan d i ng . 

~h e peo ple througho u t the area o f Pulas k i and 1on t g omer y 

Counties suffered . The Christ iansburg De ot was destroye d . 

Ov er twe l ve hundred negroes were suppo edly t aken by t h e Yankees 

from Mont gome r y County alone. Mr. Alexander lost only f ive 

or six Ne groes h imself . Th e remai ni ng ones had an opportunity 

to leave if the y so desir ed . But t h ey preferred to remain 

wi t h their mas t e r . Sin ce t he town of Newbern was no t disturbed , 
34 Maj . Dorman moved t he Ca p t h ere . 

By June 1, all reg ul a r troo ps ha d been sen t to sup port 

Genera l Lee . Just t he reserves we r e left to de f end t he entire 

ou t western Virginia . l l ie f e lt tha t only t h e absen c e of t h e 

enemy sav e d ii.ha t section fr om be ing occupied by t he Yanke es . 

mazingly al l communic ation was op e n along t h e rout e o f t he 
. 3 5 

Virgi n ia and Te nnessee Railroad . 

ur i n g t h e summe r of 18 64 Southwes tern Vi r ginia b e gan to 

be pestered by about t wo hundred deser ters , s tray Ya nke e soldi ers, 
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a n d me n fro m the Kanawh a Va l ley . " hey had taken p ossess ion of 

t h e t own o f e ;·port i n Giles County . Tl ey threaten e d to ove r 

r un tha t whole c o unty and s urrou di ng area . Th ei r live li o od 
l 

was gained by c onf i s cating necess ities f rom t h e p eo pl e . Th e 

r eser v e s le f t Newb e r n on ug ust 7 t o rid Giles Co unty of t h e 

l . 3 6 
cu pr1.ts . 

Al l ie was busy i n aj . Dorman ' s of f ice d e t a i l i ng men for 

n o n - mi litary ,or k , e s p ecial ~y far r. ing . An excel lant cro p of 

wh ea t 1a d t o be harves t ed . Ov er thirty fi v e h undre d a ppl icati ons 

had t o be exa mi n e d and forwa rded. Al l ie describe d hi s job : 3 7 

Th r a p pli cati ons a r e c o i ng in a t 
t he rat e of about 1 50 to 200 a day & 
&11 hav e to b e exami n ed , e n d orsed , 
r e g istered , ma i l e d . Major Dorman and 
mys e l f exami n e t h e m, & note on them 
the e n d ors ement, & one cl e r k writes 
the e n dorseme n t on t h e pa p er fo r 
~a jor Dorma n to s i gn & r e isters 
t h e pa p er, & anot er clei k puts the m 
u p ready f or ma il i ng , i have o n ly 
t wo cl e r ks now , & when I g et a pr ess 
o f b us i nes s , J gcall i n a rio ther. 

It was duri n g t h i s time t ha t ll ie deci d ed to ma k e t h e mi nis try 

his l i f e I s wor k . e b ecame v e r y muc h i n t ereste d i n t h e 1'resbyterian 

Ch ur c h at Dublin a n d l a t er at P earisbur g . He wrote : 

Do not t hink t h a t I have g iven u p my 
reli g ion , dear Ma , I k now I a m b ut a 
p oor Chris tian, b ut I try to d o ri g ht 
in al l t h ing s , & to b e an acce pt a b l e 
s e r v an t of God , & i ho p e with od 's 
ai d e v e n tua l ly to mak e Henrie tta so t oo. 

I 

3 8 

On the f irst of October t h e c a mp at Newber n wa s d i s c onti n ued 

a n d t he De p artment was closed. All ie wa s 7ai ti ng a new ass i gnment . 

He wanted to b e a p ointe d a s En r ol li ng Off i cer of P u l ask i Co unty 

or some other c ounty i n Sout hwe s tern Vi r g i n ia . e was a f r a i d t h at , 

un l es s h e receive suc h a n a ppoin t me n t, h e woul d b e s e n t b ack 
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in f i e ld service as a private . Henr~et ta wa s v e r y distressed 

over t he idea of her h usband leavi ng her. 3 9 H~ receive d t he 

a ppo int men t of e1 r oll i n g o f fi cer of iles County and was 

sta t i on e d at Pearisbur g in November . In h i s las t known letter , 

h e was h op i 1g t o b r ing Henri e t ta t o Pearisbur g and " g o to 
hU<>6 'l 

kee p i ng ho use . " Ag a i n , h e c ommen t e d : " how I ,-, may never 

a gain have to e n t er t he act i v e service, as she (Henri e tta) 

seems t o r ead it so . 1140 The yo ung regnant wife c ert ainly 

ha d r eas on t o be a nxi ous f or h er h usband . The ir mar riage was 

desti ne d to b e a s hort one . 

h ere are no Davi dson letter s to describe t h e misera ble , 

c haoti c c on di ti ons of t i e i n ter of 18 64 - 1865 . Li nes. of 

c o1m,mnic a tions were des troy e d . Ge neral Sher i da n was in t h e 

pr ocess of s tri ppi ng t he Shena~doah Valley o f any po tential 

a i d to t h e Co nfede r acy . Genera l Gr an t ad for ced Lee to retrea t 

beh ind h i s f or tification a r ou nd etersbur g . Yankee r a i d a fter 

r aid stru ck Southvrnstern Vir g i n ia . The Spirit of S outh ern 

Ind e p endence · .. as i n t h e gri ps of death . Gra nt ' s a r mies 

had an invincible s trangle hol d on Lee and his Con fe dera tes . 

On F ebruary 2 6 , 18 65 , Charl ie wr ote from Petersburg t h a t t h e 

peo ple h d been or ere ct t o remov e a ll t obacco f rom t h e ci ty or 

have it c on f isca ted . This pr ocl amation l ed to wi d e s pr ea d 

r w ors t1a t t h e c ity wo ul d soon be eva cua ted . Many women and 

c hildr en were l eav ing . Char lie tol d o f Tom Br and er' s ma r riage 

s ev e ra l we eks before a nd c om e nted: " But I do not t hink it wo ld 

pay to marry an ang el a t this t i me . 11 Even t ho ugh c onditions 

lo oke d extremely dar k , Char li e ' s Scotch-Iris h determination 

and f aith wa s irm, but had an emp t y t one : 
4 1 

Tell ~a , Mary an d Cl ara to k ee t heir 
s p irits up & not t hink ' lik e a gr eat 
many o f our ladies tha t we are s h i p ed . 
Genl . Le e has s tii l a n Ar my & if t h e 
peop l e wi ll on ly re main faithful he 
wi ll weath er t he storm & bri ng t h e 
Confed era c y out al l ri g ht. 
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However , General Le e was not able t o "weather t he stor m. " 

On Apr il 10 , when the news of his surrender r eached Lexing ton 

Mr s . Margaret Junk in Pres t on s ound ed t e tone o f t h e t i r es 

in h er diar y : 
4 2 

We ar e struck d umb wi t h as t onishment ! 
Why then all these four y e a r s of suffer i ng - -
o f s e pa r a tio ns -- of horror--of bloo d--of 
hav oc --of awful . bereavement! Why t h e s e 
ruined h omes--these brok en f ami l y c i rcl es- 
these s c enes o f terror t hat must scatter 
the brains of t hos e who wi tnessed them 
ti ll their dying day ? Vhy is our dear 
Willy in his uncoffined gr ave? hy poor 
Frank t o go through l ife wi t h on e a r m? 
I s it wholly and forever i n vain? God 
only k nows ! 

The fi nal c ur t ain had not been r ung down on this war 

trag edy . Th e fina l e was yet to be p erformed . Al l ie was busy 

fi ght ing a Yankee un it in t h e o untains of Giles County when 

Lee surrendered at Appomat t ox Cour t House on April 9 . 

Before t h e n ews rea ch ed t e area of Ves tern Virgini a All ie had 

received his mortal wound . He was to ling er for s ev eral we e ks 

until he di e d May 6 . 43 is daugh ter , 1 lber t a , had b een born 

on pril 24 , les s t h en t wo we!.>;:s before his d eath . The Presbyterian 

Ch urch l ost a future min i s ter . Mr s . Davidson had given up 

another son while a nation died . Jefferson Da v i s was c aptured 

May 10 at Irwinsvill e , Geo r gia . 
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Ch a pter V 

ec overy and t he End o f a Family 

11 f ter wa r comes r e c ons truc tion ••• as after death the 

j udgment . 111 Wa r time destr~cti on h a d ceased; no w th e Sou t h 

had to be c ome ad j us te a gain to p eace . Law and order h a d 

to be r es tore d i n t h e Sout h a s well as in the fia t i on on the 

who le . Waves o f vandelism swept thro ugh t h e Valley of 

Virginia d uri n g t h is pe riod . Ne gro es were g i v en t heir fre edom . 

Many of t h e m wer e no t el a t e d a t a ll , but de pr es sed over thei r 

new status . Me n c am e back fr om t he battlefi el ds vith s c a rs 

of ,ar which\ ere n ever to be eras e d fr om t eir minds a nd 

b od ies . S even to ei gh t h undre d young men b e g a n walkin g t h e 

stree t s o f Lex ing t on . Near ly all were penn iless . Misery , 

suffe r i ng and nee d s urround e d every on e . The i ns tinct for 

self - pr eservati on a n d t o prov i de f or wives and c h ildren c a us e d 

men t o beg in di gg ing in the fiel ds and h e wing lo •s into lumber . 

Mrs . ~arg a r et Pres ton summe d u p t h e r esult : " Ho n es t work 

beg ets h op e a n d c our a g e a nd to these wer e a dde d a g low of 
' 2 

pri d e i n t he e ffor t ve h a d ad e f or inde pendence . " 

The Valley of Vi r g i i a had t wo distinc t advant ages ove r 

t h e ot her sections of t he s t a te . F irst , t he Ne gro prob lem 

was no t a cu t e . Mos t of its popula tion wer e har d wor king , 

i n de penden t , wh i t e f afmer s and bus i nes s me n wh o had a heritage 

of t hrift and a ggress iveness . The second adv ant a ge was t h e 

f e r t ility of t he so il . Continuo us crops of t obac co ha d d e pleted 

t he so il o f muc h o f Vi rgin i~ . Bu t t i e ric h fi el ds i n the 

Va ey with t h e ir limes tone bas e s ti l l brough t forth exce l lent 

cro ps of wh e a t , corn , hay , un d ot her s mall grains wi t h ou t 

extens ive us e o f fe r tili z er a n 
3 

l i me . 

illi e a nd Charli e Dav i dson re tur ne d ho me to live with 
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thei r a g i ng parents . he Boa r d o f Trustees of Va s h i ng ton Colleg e , 

of wh i ch J . D. Davidson was a member , e l ec te d ene r al Ro bert 

E . Lee pr esi d ent of t he Co l l e g e on ugust 4 , 1865 . Lee mad e 

h i s f i rs t a ppear anc e on t h e s t r e ets of Lexing t o n on Sep t ember 

18 , having rav elJed ov e r a h undr ed miles f r om Cumberland 

Cou n t y on h orseback . ± simpl e i naug ura tion ~eremony was h e l d 

for h i m on Oc tob er 2 . 4 Bo t h a s h i ng t on Coll e g e a nd V. M. I . 

reo p ene d c l a sses i n t h e fa l l of 18 65 . Wi l l i e e n r o l led at V. M. I . 

C a r l es , on the o t her hand , was adm i t t ed to the loca l Bar 
' ssocia tion on pri l 13 , 1 8 66 . His advertis ement r ead : "Chas • 

• Davi ds on , t t or ney a t Law , Lex i ng to n , Vi r g i n i a , pr a c tic e 
5 

exc l us i v e ly in the Co ur t~ o f Rockbr i dge Count y . 11 Cha r les 

re pr es ented the sp i rit of re c ov ery for ockbr i dg e . He wa s a 

c ourageous and .generfous y o un g l ·awyer . I n " all r elat i ons o f 

life and at al l t i mes he was r e ady t o assis t the we a k and t o 

halp t he s trugg ling
1

• 
11 6 He r eli eve d h i s f ather of ma ny ol h i s 

r esponsi b i liti es . I n other wor ds , Cha r l e s was e a r r ing t h e 

family tradi t ion o f l eaders i p i n ockbridg e County . 

Wa r t ragedy had not br oken t he spirit of t he el d e r Da v ids on 

or his ousehol d . Soci al li f e was r eviv e d i n Lexing ton with the 

Dav i dson h ome as one of i t s princi pal c en t ers . A l e tt er vr i tt en 
\ 

by t e 'i . 

1869 . " We 

• Hous t o1 d es cri e d t he a cti v iti es of New Year ' s Day , 

firs t went to Jim avids o n 's , whe re they had a n 

e legant r e c e µ t i on pr epare d , 3 or 4 t a bles g r oan i n g unde r e gg - no g , 

punc h , ass or t • d wi n es , cakes , co ffee and nut s , wi th the 

bea utif u l :t,, i ss Clara a t one table , a c har ming widow a t another . " 

Mr . Hous ton and his wi fe r eturne d l ate t ha t nie h t to t h e 

avidson ' s wh ere t he wine a nd egg - nog we r e s ti ll ci r culat ing . 

The h ouse ,as c rowded . By t wo o ' cl ock in t he morning t he 
. 7 

cou ple had le~t t h e par t y and r eturned 101 ~ t o be d . 

\-i l li e ha d t o wi thdra\' from V. M. I. b efo r e c omp l eting 

h i s s t udies . Hi s phy s ical c ons ti tuti on had b een wr eke d by t h e 
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effects of war and d isease . His h eal t h g r ew s tead i l y wor s e , a nd 

h e died of typhoi d fev er on Octo ber 25 , 1869 , a mere l ad of 

t wenty - f our . LJke his brother Greenlee , he had been tall, 

li t he , and strik ing ly handsome . Hi s out sta n d ing p e r s onal ity 

c a used h i m t o hav e a l a r g e n umbe r of cl os e f riends . ~ar i 

Doores comp os e d a poem i n h i s , emory of 1 h ich t wo sta nzas 

r e a d : 

A holf p eace, t her e cometh now to t h ee , 
Oh rave , true heart : 

rom all t h a t tires Fri n ' s s ic s ouls for ever free , 
Go d g i v es a bett er par t . 

Our crie s to call h i m back to c hee r our way , 
\hos e r a ce is not y et run , 

We cannot l i ft our we eying eyes to meet t he r ay 
Of g lory he has won . 

Charles , nov the only r e maining son , bec ame ve r y active i n 

c ivic af f ai rs , wo r k ing consta n tly f or th e progr ess a nd pros p erity 

of the co mmun i t y . A member of the town co unc il , a bank di rector, 

a n d a promin ent meniJ:>er o f t h e Exe cutive Committee of t he Society 

of Alumni a t V . M. I ., Charles was als o an "ho nore d member of 

t he ~a soni c f n a t e r 1ity . 11 The y oung attorney was l a rge ly r e ~pons i b le 

f or t he phys ica l c omforts wh i c h t he Lo dg e enjoye d . Hi s f ell ow 

bro t h ers elect e d h i m to t he off ice of 11 \Torsh i pful las t er" and , 

a t h i s d eath , ord e re d his p icture h ung with those of t he pas t 

mas ters . Charles also be c a me pr es iden t of t he •rank l i n So ci e t y , 

a literary associa tion founded in 180 0 . Hi s g r a nd father , the 

Rev , A. B. Davi dson , had b e e n o~e of its c h a rt er members . 

Youn g Davi ds o n p layed a part in havi ng tha t same c hart er ren ewed 

in 1870 . These p os itions o f leaders hip and r es ponsi bility 

il l ustra t e a gai n t he emb o di ment o f the Spirit o f Rockbri dg e 

in the Da vi ds on f am i ly , 9 

Charles Davidson ' s b ody, l ike t hat of h is bro t h er Wi l l i e 

had been weakene d by d isease , ma l n utriti on and ser vi ce in t he 

army . dis eas e , s up posedly tuberculosis, c aused his heal t h 

to break down compl e tel y . On t he adv ice o f fri e n ds he we nt to 
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the s a nitarium at Clif t on Spri ngs , New York , where he migh t 

re c ei v e some r elief . Ar ou n d February 20 , 1879 , he bec ame worse , 

and th e su p e r intendent sent a teleg r am for Cha rl i e ' s s ister , 

Cl a r a , to come t o New York i rnnediately . Enjrout e there , she 

lea rne at Gab es of h is death . He h ad d ied on Febr uary 25 , 

and his ody was sent by expr ess to altimore . Hi s fa t her 

and Dr . J . P . Ba r clay I e n t to Baltimore a n d escorted t he body 

back to Gos h e n where they were me t by a delegation from 

t he a sonic frat er ni t y . Th e funeral was do n ducte d i n the 

-r esbyterian Chur ch by t he {ev . Dr. ~ u l lal ly . The Churc h was 

filled with " a l a r g e and sympathi z i ng a ud i enc e ." By t he oro ers 

o f ~aj or Genera l F . H. Smith , Su perintendent of V. ~ - I ., all 

a c ademic studies on t h e af t ernoon of Februa r y 27 wer e s us pended. 

He f ur t er ordered 11 t ilat , the Bat talion o f Cadets be pa r ade d 

a t 3 ¼ P . M. in side arms and in overcoats , a n d be ma rc hed to 

t he Pr esby terian Churc h under t hei r p r oper officers , a nd 

ther e unite with oth er a s s oci a ti ons i n paying t h e last tri b ute 

of res pe ct to t h e memory of a lo v e d f riend and honored c itizen . 11 10 

In this ma n ner t he sixt h and last son o f J ames and Hannah 

Dav i ds on was l a i d t o rest i n Lexing to n c emetery . 

As t i me passed conditi ons i mproved in ockbridge . Rai lroads 

and r ailroad i n t e r ests came to t he c ount y . On Februa r y '3 , 18 66, 

a c hart er was iss u e d the Val ley a ilroad t o buil d a line f rom 

farr isonburg t o Salem . Gen . obert ~- Lee, who ord inari _y wa s 

rel ucta n t to connect h i mself with business , joined a d e legation 

from t he a rea wh o t ravelfed t o Ba ltimore f or t h e pur pose of 

ask i n g t he altimore Ci t y Coun c i l t o subscribe to Vall ey Rail 

r oad Stoc k . On ug ust 30 , 1870 , Gen . Lee was elec te d pres i den t 

o f the Ra ilroad , the s e c ond man to ho l d that pos it ion . Les s 

t han s i x we eks la t er Gen . Lee die d . Su ppor t c a me f rom a lt i more 

and t he Va lley a il road 6cc ame a subsidiar y li n e of t he Ba l t i more 
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and Oh io system. he railroad tra c ks r each ed Le~i ngton in 1883; 

however , t hey were d est i ned to g o no f ur t h er . F i na nci a l prob lems 

prevented c ontinued c onstruc t ion. The line fro m St aunt on to 

Lexi ng ton wa s c o~ pl e t ely a b · ndone d i n 1942 . 11 

A more fort una te lin e was t h e Sh e na n doa h Va lley l a ilroa d 
I 

which ran down the east si d e of t he Valley from a g erstown to 

Roano k e . I t was sold b y c ourt deg r e e in Oct ob er 1890 an d was 

bought b y t h e well-ma n ag e d ~ orfolk a n d Western Railroad System. 

A s pur betwee n Buena Vista a nd Lexi ng ton was b ui l t to a ccommo date 

the cen tra l sections o f t 1e c ounty . The western portions of t he 

c ounty used t h e Ch esa p eak e a nd Ohio 1a i l road whi ch ran t hr oug h 

Gos h en . 

Pub l i c sch ool s were in t heir infan t sta • g es of development . 

In 18 69 t h e Virgi nia State Leg isl a tur e elect~d t h e Rev . Vi ll iam 

H. Ruffner of Lexin gton as t he first state superintendent of 
\ 

publi c i ns tructio n . Ruffn e r , who has been cal l e d 11 t e Hora ce 

~ a n o f Virg i iia , 11 was a "rema rkab le example o f kn owledg e , wis dom , 

clear vision, a n d sta tesmanshi p ." He fou gh t a d ifficult , 

exas perati ng bat tle a gains t all t y pes of prejad ice~ Th ere was 

acute l a c k o f f unds , trai n ed teachers and facilitie s o f a ny 

k i n d . Ye t , h e " mars h a lled all the f orces in t e state a nd f ocused 
1 2 

t he m u pon t h e jJ roblem of educat i n g th e wh ol e peo p le. 11 

Be g inning i n t h e early 1 870 ' s Ro ckbri dg e' s "wa ter i n g places" 

suc h a s t h e · ioc bri dg e l um Spri ngs , \ ilson S pr i ngs and oc kbri dge 

Ba ths were a gain a ttracti ng thousan ds of µeo pl every y ear . 

So on t h eir numbers excee de d those of nte /13e l lum days . Th e 

Natural Bri dg e wa s furt h er develo pe d as a resort a rea. Us ua lly 

these p l a ces opened a r ound t h e first of J une and closed t h e l a st 

of Septemb er. n adv ertis ement o f the Rockbr i dge Al u Spri n gs 

rea d : 11 ·ler e in t h e very heart of the mo untains it s e ems t h a t 

t h e s ky i s bl uer; tha t t h e sun s h ines bri gh ter; t ha t t h ere is 
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more of lif e and h e a lth and streng t h i n the v ery a t mosphere 

i tse l f . 1113 Th is s tatement c an be g eneralized to r ef l ect t he 

c ou n t y ' s r e c ove r y from war. 

Indust r y began to a ~pear . IDn t h e s trea~s throughou t ~oc kbridge 

numerous new grist mi lls a n J saw mill s were built. La r g e timb er 

resources attrac ted pa µer, extract , and f i ber interes t s t o the 

c ounty . Iron fu r na ces , su c 1 as t hose es t abl i s h e d at Bu e na 

Vist · , Gos hen , a n d Long dale i n l legany County , wer e i mportant 

t o t he econ omy a n d pr ogress of the a r ea . 

Tin .i nes were being develo pe d near Cornwall at the h e a d 

of Irish Creek . numbe r of oth er busi ness and i n ust r i al 

or ganizatious exprE;s sed i n e r es t in loca ti n g l ants i n Ho ckbr i dge . 14 

J ames D. Dav ids on had con tinually ke pt a k een eye on t he 

busi n es s affairs of t he c oun t y . Even after t he dea t h of al l 

of h i s sons , his civic i n terest s did not f ade . He c ontinue d t o 

ex pr ess in prose or verse much of th e spi rit o f t he times . ~ any 

os his writi n gs, e r e p ub lished by t h e news pape r s , e s pecia l l y 

t h e Lexin gton Ga z et te . ~r. Davi dson was ask ed by Ma ~or C . 1. 

o l d to re pa re and r esent an II ddr ess of Wel c ome" be f ore a 

meeting between a g r oup of north ern c a pital ists and Ro c k bri dg e 

busi ness leaders . Thi s meeting was held a t Le x ington on Novembe r 

13 , 1880 . Da v ids on prepa r ed a s hort po em in which he expressed 

a warm f e e ling o f hospitality and f riendship towa r d Nort h e r n 

p eople 1ho , in t ur n , d emons tra ted t hei r willing n ess to hel p the 

S outh . No s i gn of b itterness can be f ound i n t h e poem, even 

t h ough its writer had lost pr a c ti cally,everyth i ng , includi ng 

his f i v e s ons , because o f t h e wa r . Th e new atti tu de of Ro c kbridge 
15 

c itiz ens c an be seen i n these t wo sta nzas of the poem: 

Come , t h e~ amongst us, with your thri f t , 
nd wit your g o- a - head , 

An d wake our Slee ping Beaut y up , 
And raise her fr om t he dead . 
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The p a s t i s g one-- f orgot ten be , 
Be f ore us is a f ut ure g r a nd , 

When s oli d S outh and s olid Nort h , 
Are one united land . 

Th is expr ess ion of g oo dwill be t ween se c tio ns of t h e 

Un ited St at es wa s c har a ct eris tic of Mr . Da vi dson . He had come 

to th e clos e o f a l ong li f e , notablj filled wit h d i sappointments , 

s orrow and t ragedy . Yet , n ot a murmur of remorse or a n i mosity 

a ppea r i n any of his pap er s . Af t e r be i n g e duc a ted at Washingt on 

Colleg e he had s e r ve d as an ol d- fie l d s c ho olmas t e r for sev eral 
1 6 

y e a rs . Then h e b e gan pr a c tic~ng law in 1831: The firs t 

sev er a l year s wer e di ffi cult fo r h i m. 17 He wr ote : 

It ' s mi ghty har d-- i n de ed it i s , 
In my lone ro om to si t , 

r rom day to day-- from week to week , 
An d not one cli ent g et--

I 'l l s ur e l y stafv e -- i nd eed I mus t ; 
I've lost my wonted g le e ; 

1y pros p ect s ' all , a re f ad ing fast , 
I cannot g et a fee . 

t the end of Davi ds on ' s c a r eer, , 'ill i am A. n derson , a 

ris ing Lexi ng ton att orney , sai d : " The orders and decr e e s 

whic h he / Da vi ds on 1 has written cover mor e pa g e s of th e ord e r 

book o f our Court t h~ hav e b een writ te n by ~ny othe r half 

do zen solicit or s who hav e pr a c tic ed i n th e Co ur ts o f l oc kbri dg e . " 

nderson call e d Davi dson "a gr ea t c h a nce r y l a vye r " who h a d 

received " h i gh c ommendati on bot l fro m t h e Ja r and the Benc h of 

t hi s St a te , and beyo nd the limits o f Virg i n ia . 111 8 

Davidso n was known for h i s efforts t o set t le c ases 

ami c ab l y ou t o f c ourt . Many a ngr y c ourt battl es bet veen neig hbors 

we r e p r ev en t e d by Davidson'.s "kbild c ourt e ous , and c onsi de r a te" 

medi a tion . He had a geniune love f or " id s c ounty , h is t own, 
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his S t ate , and l is c ountry . " He wor ke d to promot e t he p ubli c 
19 

we lfa r~ . 

Bet~.een 1880 a nd 1882 , t h e ol d g entlema n's lealth began to 

f a il . nderso n a ptly des cr ibed t he s i tuation: 20 

J ames 

He bore br a v e l y t he grievo us affli c ti ons 
which he wa c alled u po n t o b e a r in the 
l atter year s of h i s life , but the wei gh t 
of yea r s and t he encroa c hme n t of d i sease 
a t l as t brok e down a cons tituti n t h a t 
seemed to be made of i ro n , and wh en dea t h 
c a me at last to r e li eve him fr om pain and 
s orrow , he met it a.a l mly , p e a c eful l y and 
s erenely . 

Davi ds on passed a1ay on Oc tober 14, 1882 , i n his 

seventy- third year . His funeral was c onduct e d in t he Pr esbyter i a n 

Church by t he Rev . J . L . Kirkpa trick , D. D. and t he Rev . Mr. 

Irwin . His pall - bear ers re present ed t he leading civic a nd 

off icia l groups of Lexingt on . 21 

l a r ge p ub l i c mee t ing was h el d on Oc t ober 1 6 a t t h e Court 
I 

House to honor a d ~s t ingui s hed and love d c itizen . Col . Edmund 

Pendle t on was ma de a irman and illiarn P . Hous t on serve d a s 

secre t a r y . A c ommi t t ee on r eso l utions ~as ap pointed by t h e 

ehairman and J . McT utwiler read t e committee' s r e port. It 

was seco nd e d by illiam A. nderson a nd pas s e d unanimo usly . The 

preamble to t he four lesoluti ons indi c at e d t he c haracter of t h e 

group pres en t. e present a t ives were there fr om t he a r of 

ockbri ug e Coun t y , Washing ton a n d Lee Universi ty , Vir ginia 

lilitary I nstitute , the F r a nk lin Society and Library Comp a ny a nd 

numerous o ther organi z ati ons . 

T ie Fi r st es o ti on pr a ised avidson for h i s pe r sonal 

qualities of inaness , ho nesty , hospitali t y and gen tleness . Th e 

Second Reso l u tion e a lt wi th Da vidson ' s devotio n t o his count r y 
,I 

a nd his c i vie duties inc l ud i ng his work " in behalf o the 

educat i onal ins t itutions o f Lexi n°·t on . 11 Th e Thi r d ·t esoluti on 
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pointed out h is d i s ti nguis h ed l aw c areer and his fruitf ul 

professi ona l endeavors . Th e F o urth Resolution was a re q uest 

that the Circuit and Count y Courts of Ro c kbri dge place t h e 

Res o l utions in t hei r minutes and a copy be s ent to t h e 

family of t he deceas e d . 22 

In t he late eighties specula tive expansion c a me to Rock

bri dge a n d other pa r t s of Virginia and t he South . Th e n ew 

c o munity of Bu en a Vist a bec a me t he r Pa l c en ter of a ctivity , 

b t t } "b 11 1 t -~ h Gl d L · t 2 3 u 1ere were ooms a s o a os en , asgwwr, an ex ing on . 

t t he p eak of t he " bo om" on July 7, 1889 , Mr s . Hannah 

Davidson died a fter s ev er a l we e ks of i llness . } s. avidson 

had s uf f ere d during perio ds o f g r eat har ds hi p , anxiety a nd 

des pair , y et she died when Rock bri dg e wa s enjoyi ng unsua l 

pros perity . 'he 111ot h er o f six sons , "s h e s r1w t 1em a nd he r 

husban d buried . " er funeral wa s he l d at the Lexington Pr esbyterian 

Chur ch "in t he p r esenc e of a large congregat io n . " Dr . T . L . 

Preston preach e d t h e funer al with Dr . R . f · McBryde assis t i ng . 

Her obitua r y read : "He r uniform cheerfulness. , her k i ndness of 

heart and of ma nner , her pat i e n 9 e , coura g e , f i de li ty to duty 

a nd ot er indred virtues were recogni z e d a nd a ppr ecia ted by 
24 

all wh o knew her~" 

~s . Davi dso n was s u rvived by t wo daughters , Ma r y and 

Clara , t he wif e of Dr . A . D. Esti l l , and Q.Bf g reat-gr a nds on , 

J a mes lbert ~aclick . llie ' s daughter, £ lberta ( Berta) 

who h a d b een or at Dubli n t vo weeks before h er f a t h er ' s d eath 

in 1865 , marrie d J . ~ . Maclick who was in t h e grocery business 

in ulas k i. Berta di e d at the b irth o f t heir f irst chil d , J ames 
25 

, lbert ( Bert) . 

Bert entered a sh ing t on and Lee Univers ity in t he fall of 

1 906 . He wa s a "big , powerful" b oy who was a , ember of t he 

Albert Sidney Crew . Hi s ma j or ,as eng i n e e ri ng . Trag edy struck 
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a gain w en e rt ied of typho i d fever i n 1 910 wllile a stud ent 
. L . t 2 6 i n exing o n . 
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8 

9 

to Jan ua r y 1 9 , 1855 ,hil e a st ud en t at Was h ing ton College . 
This d i a r y c an b e f o u nd a mong the " Davi dson apers . 11 Thes e 
pap ers a r e mar us cr i >ts , personal l e tt ers , c oll ec t e d a ritc les , 
f a mily data, an d u any mi s c e l lane us it ems c on cerning t h e 

a vi dson fami ly . Th e co l lec tion of thes e papers was 
chief l y the work of Greenle e Letcher, t h e son of Gov . J ohn 
Let c her. Af t e r t he deat h o f Letcher , thes e paper s wer e 
g i v e n to t he Rockbri dg e l i s tor i cal ~oci e t y , Lexington , 
Virginia . Th is soci e t y through Dr . C a rles • Turner has 
k i nd l y give n this, ri ter access tot em. f encef orth, a ny 
r ef e ren c e to t h i s col l ec t ion will . be made to t h e Da v i dson 
Pape r s . 

Mar y Davi ds on to Gr ee n l ee Davids on , F eb . 21, 1858 , Davi ds on 
apers . 

Col. J . C . S ields, " Sk etch of t h e F a mily of J . D . Davi dson ," 
Davidson Pa pers . 

10 , i nutes a do p t e d by t he F a culty of Wash i ng ton and Lee University , 
Con~e moration of t he death of J . D. Davi dso n , Oc t . 25 , 1882 , 
Davi ds on Papers . 

11History of Y.:tr.g.iP iJ':\, Virg i n i a Biography , Th e me r ic a n Histor ica l 
Socie ty , 1· ew York , 1 924 , Vol. V., p . 245 - 246 . 

12 hi el ds , .2..E.:.. cit ., Davi dson Papers . 
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13n avi dson Pa pers . 

14J . D. Da vi dson to Wi lli a m, June 17, 185 6 , Davi ds on Pape r s . 

15 
Gr eenl ee Davi dson to Father, May 6 , 1851 , Davi dson Papers . 

16 
Shi el ds , .2E..!_ cit ., Davi ds on Pa pers . 

l 7L . t ex1.ng on .xazett e, ~a y 1 4 , 1863 . 

18 
Gr eenlee Davidson to Father, December 10 , 1855 , Davidson Pa pe rs . 

1 9 Greenlee Da v idson t o Father , Aug u t 26 , 18 56 , Da vi ds on Pa pers . 

20 
r eenlee Davi dso n to l"a t he r , S e p t ebme r 20 , 1865 , Dav idson Pa pers . 

21 
eenlee t o Mother, Se ptemb er 24 , 1856 , Davi dson Pa pers , 

unfortunately , no fu rth er let t ers fro m Greenlee des cribing 
t h i s tri p hav e been preserv e d . 

22 L · t G 1 l 14 1861 ex1.ng on azette , ~arc1 , • 

23 
Allie t o Mother , J anuary 1 , 1861. 

24 c harles Davi ds o n to his fa t her , Novemb er 9 , 18 60 , Dav i dson 
Papers . discussion of p o lit ical con diti ons in R ck.bri dg e 
wil l follo w in t h e n ext cha p t er. 

25 
close f r iend o f Mr . avi dson at the University~ Davi ds on 

Pape i s . 

26Al bert Da v idso n t o Fa t her, Apr i l 1 , 1861, Davidson Pa p ers . 

Chaµ t e r I I : Var Affec t s a Family 

1J. D. Davi dson , ! Curi osi t~ i n Chancery , ~ hyme a nd Pr ose , 
Lexington Gaze tte rioting House , Lexing to n , Virg i n i a , 
1877 . A bo ok c ons i s t ing of v a rious articles an d p o ems 
wri tt e n by James il . Davi ds o n . 

2Greenlee' s Diary , Da v ids on Pa pers , De c ember 1, 1854 . 

3val ley S t a r , J un e 4 , 1857 . 
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4Lexington Gaz e tte , J an ua r y 26 , 18 60 . 

5 
• G. Be a n , "The uf f n er amph l e t of 18 4 7 , 11 Virginia l aga z ine 

o f Hi story a nd Biogr aphy , Ri c l mo nd , Vo l . LXI , No. 3 , 
p . 260 - 282 . 

60l li nge r J . Cr e nshaw , n fo ckbri dg e Co un t y and t h e Se c ession 
Co nv enti on of 18 61 ," p a pe r r e ad before the Rockbr i dg e 
Hi s t o r i c al Soc i e t y on Oc tob e r 28 , 1 946 . F or an a bstra c t 
s ee Proc e e d i n gs o f t h e Ro c kbri dg e Hi s to r i c al So c i e t y , 
Vo l . I II , p . 7 - 14 . pa rt of t h e Dav i dson Pape r s a r e 
l oc a te i n the McCormick Hi s torical Li brary in Ch i c a g o . 

r . Cr ens h a w us e d and qu o t e d f r om th ose man us cri p t s . His 
pape r is my pr i mar y insi -h t into t he Davi dson :>apers 
wh i c h deal with t he el e c tion of 1860 ; the S e c ess i on 
Conv e n t i on , J a nuar y - Apr i l, 18 61; a nd t h e a ctual wi t hdrawal 

_o f Virgi r i a from t he Un ion. 

7 I b i d , p . 10 . 

8 Ib id, p . 9 , Ga z e tte , J an . 26 , 18 60 . 

9Lexi ng to n Gaz et t e , Dec. 20 , 18 60 ; J a n . 2 6 , 1861. 

10 
)ar y Davids on to Moth er, J an . 20 , 1861 . 

110 . F . Mo r t o n ,_ Hi story of Rockbridge , Vi r gini a , p . 1 22 ; 
Gaz e t t e , April 4 , 1861. 

12 
Cr enshaw: £E..:_ c it ., .:l • 11; Da vi dson : £E..:_ cit., p . 20 - 21. 

13 
Cr enshaw: £E..:_ c i t., p . 11-12 . 

14H. M. W1i t e , P . S . \ hi t e , D D and Hi s Ti mes , Ri c hmond , 18 91 , 
P • 1 67 - 1 68 , 171 . 

1 5s e v e r a l a cco unts have been given c onc erni ng the deta i l s o f the 
marching o f t h e Ca dets . eferen c es ar e : Lynch.bu >'{!; News , 
De c ember 5 , 1893 , a n a rticle s a v e d by t h e Wi t hrow sist e r s 
of Lexi ng t on a n d is fo un d i n on e o f t h ei r s c r apbook s 
c on t ai n ing os t-war newspaper cli pp i ngs ; ! orton , £E..:_ cit .; 
H. G. Shiel ds , Ro ck br i dge Co unty , Vir g i n i a an d t h e Civi l 
\ a r, an Honors Thes is , un publis hed ; Ca uper, Wi l li am : 
One Hun dr ed Ye a r s at V . i, . I. , Richmond , 1 93 9 , Vol. II , 
p.77-8 6 ; a nd W. i -.-Wel l man ; '£h ey t ook Th e i r S t and , 

ew York , 1 95 9 , p . 92 - 94 . 
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1 6 Lync hb urg News , Decemb er 5 , 18 93 , £.E.!_ cit. 

17s eve r a l v e r s i ons of t h i s p eech h a v e been g iven to pos ter ity . 
Thi s a rt i cula r quo t a tio n i s f r om Coupe r , .2E.!_ c i t., p . 8 6 , 
who , i n turn, quot e d f r om Th e Wa r, by J ame s H. i ·oo d i n t h e 
Cl a s s o f 1 64 a t V. ~ - I . 

1 8Quotatioris fr om or t on , .22..!. cit., p . 1 2 2 . t h e r re f e r en c e s a re 
Co upe r, .2.E..!.. cit ., p . 88 , Crensh aw , .2..E.!_ c it ., p . 1 2 . 

19 
Cren s haw, .2..E.!. cit ., p . 13 . 

20ibi d . 

21 
Ga z ette, Na y 30 , 18 61. 

22· • H. Buc k , ?-'h e R~ to_Re Wlio.n , 1865 -1 9 ~)0 Bos t on , 1 93 7 , p . 60 , 
t a ken fro m T . C. Johnson: Hi s tory of the So ut h ern ~resbyt erian 
Chur c h , New York , 1894 , p. 42 7 . 

c>3 
"" H • G • Shi e 1 ds , .2..E.!_ c i t • , p • 13 -15 • 

24Quoted by t he Lexi n g to n Gazette, April 25 , 18 61 . 

25 Al li e to Mo t her , pri l 20 , 18 61; Apri l 25 , 18 6 1 , . a vids on Pap ers. 

26 
Gazett e , May 1 6 , 1861; Col. J . C. Shi el ds , .2..E.!_ c it ., Davi ds on 

Pa p ers . 

27J . D. Davidson t o Ha n nah , May 19 , 18 61~ Da v i ds on Pa pers . 

28 Gazett e , Apr i l 2 5 , 1 8 61 . 

29J . D. Davi dso n to Ma ry, ~ay 1 6 , 18 61, Davi ds on Pape r s . 

30 Gazette , June 13 , 18 61. 

31 Greenle e t o Father , July 8 , 18 61 , Davidson a pers. 

32Alli e to Fath er , Jul y 6 , 18 61, July 1 9 , 1861, Dav idson Pa pers . 

33Al l i e to Father, Ju l y 1 9 , 1861, Davidson Papers. 

34 Ibid. 

35 V. Sk een t o J . C. Davids on, July 4 , 18 61, Dav i dson Pape rs. 
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36 . 
Al l ie t o Fat her, Aug us t 28 , 18 61; Sept ember 8 , 18 61 , Davi ds on 

Papers . 

37Allie to Fat h er, September 8 , 18 61 , Davi dson Pap ers . 

38c harli e to Father, November 28 , 1 8 61 , Davi ds on a p ers . 

39v . I . ~ - Paxton : Te Paxtons , latte City , Mo., 1 903 , 18 2 - 18 4 . 

40Pass g iven James D. Davi dso n by Major M. S . Harmen , S t a unton 
Hea q ua rt ers , Davi ds on apers . 

4 1 
Ga z ette , S eptember 1 9 , 18 61. 

42 
Gaz e tte , Aug us t 15 , 1861. 

43J. D. Da vi dson to Gr een lee, July 30 , 18 61 , Davidson Pa ~ers . 

44 
Greenlee to Father , Februa r y 10 , 1862 , Davi ds on Papers . 

45J. D. Dav idson to Greenle e , February 12 , 1862 . 

Cha pter I I : Wa r and •amily ' rage dy 

· 1co mmi ss ion si gned by ' overnor Joh n Let cher, Febr ua ry 15 , 18 62 , 
a avi dson Papers . 

2 
, . Gazette, J une 2 , 1887 , fro m a paper read by T . T . Munford , 

crapbno -s ," ' r eenlee Davi dson t o Jt,a t h er , Feb . 
Dav i dson Papers . 

11!,Vithrow 
10 , 1862 , 

3 
List of officers fo u nd in an a rticle; s upp osed ly wr i t t e n by 

4 

5 

6 

Gr eenle e Le tch er , the s on of Gov er no r John Letc h er, in 
· preparat ion for his " pa e r on Cap t a i n re enl ee a v i ds on to 

ba r ead before the F'ortnightl y Club of Lexi ng t on , Va ., " 
Janua r y 22 , 1 915 . Gre e'n lee Letcher has col lected , organi z ed , 
a n d pr e par e d a paper ~bou t l etter s an d a rt icles c o 0 cerning 
Gr een lee Davi ds on , t he man vhos e n a e he b dr e . The s e 
,aper s are all a pa rt o f ~ he Davi dson Papers ; Gazet t e , 

November 11 , 1863 . 

Gre en lee Da vi ds on to ' a ther , F eb . 10 , 1862 , Da vi dson Papers . 

James D. Davi dson to Greenlee , e b . 12 , 18 62 , Davidson Papers . 

Gr eenlee to Fath er , pril 27 , 1862 , Daivdso n Papers . 

90 . 



7Jame s D. Davidson to Greenlee , F e br ua r y 14 , 186 2 , Davi dson 
Papers . 

8 All ie to Mother , pril 14 , 1862 , Davi don Pa ers . 

9 J . D. Davi dson , Rhyme and Prose , p . 29 . 

10Greenlee to Fa ther, , April 20 , 1862; r e enlee to i other , 
Apr i l 24 , 18 62 , Davi dson ~pers . 

11J ames B . Dorman t H l D · d · 1 29 186 2 · d o a nna 1 av1 s on , ,- p r 1. , · , av1 son 
apers . 

12charli e t o h is family , ec ember 3 , 18 61 , Davi dson Papers . 

13charl i e to Moth er , Ma r ch 26 , 1862 , Davi ds on Papers . 

14charlie t o his fa mily , May 26 , 1862 , Uavidson Pa p ers . 

15charlie to his family , (no date) , ma iled from Ca mp McGunea 's 
Station ; Char lie to Fa ther, Ma y 30 , 18 62 , Davi dson Pap er s . 

16J . D. Da v i ds on to Hannah , May 14 , 1862 , Dav idson Pap ers . 

17All ie to Mother , May 31 , 1862 , Davidson 1apers . 

18Charlie t o Fa er , ) ay 30 , 1862 , June 15 , 1862 , Davidson Papers . 

1 9Re port of John Ty l er , 1s t Lieut . Le tch er Ar t i llery , in a bsence of 

20 

21 

Capt . Greenlee Davi ds on to Genera l A. P . Hi ll , Davidson 
Papers , Greenlee Davi dson wa s on tempora ry s ick le ave . 
Gaze tte , No•• 11 , 1863 . 

J ames D. Davidso n to Hannah ; July l , 1862 , avi dson Pap ers . 

Ty l er' s eport to A. P . Hill , Dav idson ~apers . 

22The acco unt o f t h e Battl e of )alver n Hi ll is tak en c h iefly from 
Cap t . Greenlee Dovi ds on's e ort t o Col . Th omas , 3 r d 
Jri ga de , Gen . 1 . P . Hill ' s Divisi on , Davi dson apers , 
supplemented by Tyl er ' s Repor t to A. P. Hill; } . M. Boa tner, III 
The Civil Wa r Di c tionary , New York , 1 95 9 , p . 504- 507 . 

23Greenlee Davids on ' s e port t o Col . Ghomas . 

24 I bi d ; Ty ler ' s Re port to A. P. Hi l l . 
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2 5c op i es in Gaz ette , · ug us t 7 , 1862 . 

26 
1a r of th e ebel lion , unde r direction of Redfi e l d Proct er , 

Was hi n g ton , 18 91 , Srr ies 1 , Vol. II , part 2 , p . 881. 

27 
J ames B. Dorman to James D. Davidson , Apri l 30 , 1862 , Da v idson 

Pape rs . 

28 
Mother to i l lie , July 5 , 18 62 , Davidson Papers . 

29Ch a rlie to his fa mily , Aug . 18 , 1862 , Davi ds on Pap ers . 

30war o f t he ieb e l l i on , S e r i es 1 , Vo l . 12 , part 2 , p . 67 3 . 

31Greenle e t o Father, ug . 28 , 18 62 , Dav i dson ~apers . 

32 Ibid . 

33 
Wa r o f t he Rebellion , Series 1 , Vol . 12 , pa rt 2 , p . 673 . 

34 I b i d . 

35 
Gr eenlee to Fa ther, Sept . 8 , 1862 , Davi dson Pap er s . 

36 
re enle e to ~ot er, Sept . 14 , 1862 , Davi ds on Pa pers . 

37 I b id . 

38 I b id . 

39Ibid . 

40 Gr e enlee t o h i s family , Sep t . 17 , 18 62 , Davidson Papers 

41 
Greenle e to la<n he r, Se pt . 1 9 , 18 62 , Davidson Pa p ers . 

42 Ipi d . 

4 3 

44 

aper s ub111i t t ed by Gr e enle e Davi ds on , Wm. ' Crenshaw , W. J . 
Pegram, t . B. Bruns on , Edwar d A. Mar ye , Thomas H. Hill , 
J . D. ott s t o f>a j . Gen . 1 . P . Hill , c or.uw n d i n g gener a l of 
t he Li gh t Divis ion , Oct . 14, 1862 , Davi ds on Papers; 
l e tter fr om A. P . Hill , Oct . 14, 1862 , Davi ds on a pers . 

J ames D. a vi so n t o i i ll ie , e c . 2 , 18 62 , Da vi ds on Pa pers . 

92 . 



45A Sibley ten t is des cr ibed : "Coni cal , li ght, easily pitched , 
erect ed on a t ~ipod hol d i ng a single p ~le , a n d will 
comf ortab l y a ccommo da t e twelve soldier s with their 
a ccou t e r mint s . " H. L . Scott quot ed in Boatner: The Civi l 
Wa r Di ct i onary , p . 760 . 

46 
Gr eenl e e t o Moth er , Nov . 21, 18 62 , Dav idson a p ers . 

47 Ibi • 

48 
Greenlee to Father , Dec . 1 9 , 1862$ Da vi dson Paper s . 

49 I b i d . 

50Tl. ll S descriptive ac c ount of the Bat t le of F reder i c ks b ur g is 
cont~ine d in a l et te r written by Gree n le e Da v idson, undated , 
Davi dson Priper s . S ourc es of s u . p ort a r e Len oir Ch a mb e r : 
St on ewall J a ckson , New York , 1 959 , p . 281, Doug l as Sou thal l 
re eman : Le e ' s Lieutenants , New York , 1 943 , Vol . II , p . 358; 

Va r of the Reb e llion , Seri es 1, Vo l . 21 , p . 633 , 636 , 650 . 

5 1 wa r o f t h e ebellion , Se r ies 1 , Vo l . 21, p . 636 . 

52 
Greenlee ' s lette r, unda t ed , Dav i dson Pape r s . 

53 Ib i d . 

54 
Greenlee e x plaine d t ha t a canis t e r s h o t is about th e s i ze of a 

walnut . A 0 do uble c a n is t e r load for a ~a poleon i s al mos t 
a wa t e~ b uck et fu l l of sho t at e a c h dis c ha r g e . 1e r ange 
over wh ic h a load wo J l d cover i s approxima t ely one acre . 

55 
Green lee ' s l et ter, und~ted , Davi ds on Papers . 

56 
a r of t he Rebellion , S er ies 1 , Vol . 2 1 , p . 662 . 

\ 

5 7Green lee Dav i ds on t o overnor Hohn Let c her, •eb . 22 , 1863, Davidson 
Papers . Later sen t to J a mes D. Davi dson by Le tch e r, Februa ry 
26 , 1863 . 

59 • H. Ch il ton to Gr e enle e Davidson , .pri l , 18 63 , a n d Davi ds on ' s 

60 
J ames 

re ply , April 23 , 18 63 , Davi ds o n Pa pers . 

avidson t o Gr eenlee , March 6 , 18 63 , Davidson Papers . 
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62 

6ij 

Ac co unt t a k en from 1st . Lt . T •• Br anlter ' s Re port to Col . R . L . 
a l k e r , ll, ay 10 , 18 63 , Da vi ds on Pa pers . Supp l @men ted by a 

l etter f r om T. A. r a n de r t o Gove r nor Jo h n Letcher , Ma y 16 , 
18 6 3 , Davidson Pa ers ; ·va r of t he ebe 11ion , Series 1 , Vol. 
25 , p a r t I , J> • 938 ; a letter fro m R. L. Wa lke r to Gover nor 
John Letch e r , May 10 , 1863 , Davidson Pape r s ; Ga zette, May 
14 , 1863 . 

T. A. Br and e r to Gov . Letch er , May 1 6 , 18 63 , Davi dson Pa p ers . 

Jo h n or ris t o :[I.· r s . Hanna h Davi dson , I> a y 1 2 , 18 6 3 , )avi dson 
Pa p ers . 

64J a me s B. Uo rman to Hannah Da v i dson , ~y 6 , 1863 , Davi ds on Papers . 

65c har1ie to Father, Ma y 10 , 18 63 , Dav ids o n Papers . 

66 Ib i d . 

67 
Gaze t t ~ , a y 14 , 1 8 63 . 

68 
• Ga z e t t e , Nov . 11 , 18 63 . 

69 
Gaz ette , :t- ay 14 , 18 63 , ~ cit . 

Chapter I V: The F inal Cur t ain of th e \ a r 

1 tt . G. Shields , ockbri dge Co unty and t he Civi l War , p . 2 2 - 24 , 44- 48 . 

2 
Gaz e t t e , No v . 11 , 18 63 . 

3cha rli e to F a ther , pril 2 3 , 18 63; Ma y 10 , 1863 , Davidson Papers . 

4c ha r l ie to a t her , S e p t . 2 , 18 63 , Davids on Papers . 

5c harlie to 1o t her , J an . 2 4 , 1864 , Davi dson Papers . 

61~ l li e t o Mo t l er , July 24 , 1~62 ; Gr eenle e t o Fat h er , ug 28 , 
1862 , Davids on Paper s ~ - . 

7 _ 
J a me s D. Dav i dson to Wi ll ie, De cember 2 , 1862 , Davidso n Pa p e r s . 

8 vil lie to :[I. o t h e r , De c . 2 2 , 18 62 , Davi dson apers . 
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9 illie to Mo t h er , ~ay 2 , 1863 , Davids on Pa pers . 

10 
bi d . 

11Will i e to Father , June 2 9 , 1863 ; Al l ie to Father , J une 2 9 , 1863 ; 
July 18 , 18 63 , Davi dson a p ers . 

12 
llie t o Fa t her , July 4 , 1863 , Davi dson Papers . 

13~ans on B. Ta t e to Clin to n L . Anderson , p r il 16 , 1 961 . Tate 
rec e ived info r ~ati on fr om a p erso na l int er v iew with K. B. 
Alexander , a ~ephew of He nrietta l exander ; ~ . M. Paxt on , 
The Pax tons, p . 183 . 

14Al lie to Father , July 18 , 1863 , Davidson Pa ~ers . 

15Wi l lie to Mo t her, Oct . 1 3 , 1863 , Davidson Papers . 

16J . D. Da vi dson , Rhy me and 3 r ose , p . · 3 , 6 . 

17 Ga z ette , Nov . 18 , 1863 . 

18 
Gazette , Nov c•· 18 , 1863 ; E . P . Allan, Life and Letters , p . 169 . 

19Allan , Lif e and Let t ers, p . 170-17 3 ; ,J . C;uper , One Hundred Years 
a t Y.!. ~ .f..:. , Vol. -II , • 207-246 . 

20 1 · ·t 183 \ f th A lan , op . ci ., p . ; a r o e ebell ion , S er ies I , Vol . 27 , 
part 1 , p . 96 . 

21 
Allan , £E.!_ ci t ., p . 18 2-188; Couper , o p . c i t, Vol . I II p . 2 3 - 27; 

H. G. Sh "I ds , o . c it . p ~ 53 - 55 . 

22war of the e bel lion , Series I , Vol . 27 , pa rt l , p . 96- 97 . 

23 
Co uper , £E.!.. cit~ , Vol . III p . 31 - 33 . 

24 var o f the Rebell i on , Series I , Vol . 27 , part 1 , p . 96-97 . 

25 l l ie to ~ o t1er , J uly 17 , 18 64 , Davidson Pa pers . 

26 
l l ie to ~ o ther, J une 1 , 1864 , Davids on Papers . 

27cha rlie to ' ~ot~ er , June 1 , 1864, Dav i dson Pa pers . ( a u thor' s 
note: This statement may or may not be indicative o f t he 
true n a tur e of c on~itions) . 
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28Charl ie to Father , July 9 , 1864 , avidson Pa ers . 

29 
i l lie t o Mo t h er , May 2 , 1864 , Davidso n Papers . 

30 All ie to ~ o ther , J uhe 1 , 1864 , Davi dso n Pap er s . 

31 , · 1 1 · l J. e t o other , Aug us t 1 , 1864 , Davidson Papers . 

32 \ il l ie to Mo t l. e r , ugust 1 , 1864; 1- llie t o Mo ther; Aug us t 7 , 
1864 , Davi ds on aper s . 

33 llie to io ther , May 1 7 , 1864 , Dav i ds on Pa p e r s . 

34 
I b i d . 

35 Allie t o ~ o t her, J une l 
' 

1864 , Da vi dson Papers . 

36 
l l ie to Mo t her , 7 , 1864 , Davidson ug . ape r s . 

37 I b i d . 

38 ll i e to Moth er , Novemb er 27 , 1864 , Davidson Pape r s . 

39 llie t o ~other , Oc t ober 12 , 1864 , Davi ds on Pa pers . 

40All ie to Mother, November 2 7 , 18 64 , Davidson Papers . 

4 1Charlie to Fath er, Febr uary 26 , 1865 , Davi ds on Paper s . 

42 
llan , Li fe and Lett ers , p . 207 . 

43History of Virginia , Vi r gin i a Bi ogra phy , Vol . V., p . 245 ; J.C . 
Shi el ds , "Sketch o f t he Family of J . D. Dav ids on , " 
Davi ds on a p er s , Paxton , £E.!_ cit ., p . 183 -1 84 . 

44M. B. Ta t e t o Clin ton L . nderson , April 1 6 , 1 961 . 

Chapter V: Re covery an d the End of a Family 

1E . P . ll an , he Life and Letters of ~ar garet Junki n Pr es ton , 
P • 208 . 
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2 Ibi d ., p . 209 . 

3Wil l i am Couper , Hi story of the Shenan doah Va ll ey , Vol . II , p . 
963 . 

4 Vill iam Co uper , History of t he Shenandoah Valley, Vol . II, 
p . 963 . 

5 
Cha rles Dav idson ' s p ersonal stati on a r y . 

611F n eral Obsequi es of Col . Cl arles Davidson "tak en fro m the 
Gaz e tte , March 7 , 1879, a co py in t h e Davidson Papers . 
~ritten by J . McC . Tu t ~ il er , secretary of the Mountain 
~ ty Lod ge . 

7 
Henry Bo l ey , Lexingt on in Ol d Virgini a, p . 127 . 

8D ·ct a :t son apers . 

9Lexin g t on Gaz ette , r. a r c h 7 , 1879; " Annua l Records o f t h e F r ankli n 
Society and Library Company , Lexing t on," 18 69- 1885 . Re ports 
o f 18 7 2 -1873 signed b y Charles A. Davidson , Presi dent; 
C. \ . Turner , " The Fr ank1in Socie ty , 1800-1 8 91 , " from t h e 
Vi r ginia Magazine o f lis tory and Biogr a phy, Octor ber 
1 958 , Vol . 66~ No . 4 , p . 4 33 . 

1011Gener a l Or der No . 9 , "Vi r g i ni a Milita ry I nsti tute , Februa ry 
27 , 1879 , Dav idson Pa pers; Lexington Gazette , M~rch 
7 , 1879 . 

11 J . R . Kean , "The Deve lopment of the ,, Vall ey Line ' of the 
Ilel,ti rn ore and Ohio Railroad , ." fro m the Virginia Magazine 
o f History a n d Biography , Vol. 60 , No . 4 , p . 5 45- 550; 

1 2 

• W. Mog er , " Railroad Prac tic es and Policies in Virgi n ia 
After the Civil a r , 11 Vi r ginia Magazine of His t ory a nd 
Biogr aphy , Vol . 59 , o . 4 , p . 449-451. 

C . J . He a t wol e , 1 History of Educ a tion in Virg_inia , p . 2 18 - 219, 
241-242 . 

1311Rock bridg e lurn S pr ings i n the Mounta ins o f Virg inia," Winston
S l em, N. C. (unda t ed advertisemen t brochure ) p . 5 . 

· 14 
• V. ~ oger , The Re bui l ding of t h e Old Domi n ion, p . 38 -41; 

.,E . • Thompf{ins, o ckbridg;-co~y , Vir ·inia, p . 56-58, 
149 . 
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1 5J. D. Davi dso n , " Address of elcome , 11 Nov ember 1 3 , 1880 , 
Davidson rapers . 

1 6J . D. Davidso n , hy me a n d Prose , p . 25 . 

17 I bi d ., p . 11. 

18Rema r ks of , Wm . A. n d erson at a p ub l ic me et i ng , October 16 , 
1882 . 'he Resolut ions h onor ed t h1e r e c e n tly de c eased 
J ames D . Davidson . 1: 'Co py a mong the Davi ds on Pa p ers . 

1 9 Ibi d .; Col. J . C . Shields , "Sk etc h of the Fami ly of J . D . 
- - Davi dson , 11 Davidson' Pap ers . 

20 
e marl s of Wm. A. nde r son , Da v i ds on Papers . 

2 1 Lexi n g t o n Gaz e t te , October 1 9 , 1882 ; copy a mo ng avids on a per s . 
Pal l - b earer s were : Lexi ng t on Bar - Ex . Gov . J . Let c h e r , J . G. 
S teele , Co l . Edmund Pen dle t on , \m •• ind ers on . 
Trus t ees , ash i ng ton and Lee University - F . T . nderson , 
Vm. McLa ughlin . 
Fac ulty , Was h ing t on and Lee University- Gen . G. W. C . Lee, 
, J as • J • 'Jh i t e •. 
Fac ulty , Virginia Mi l it a ry Insti t ut e - Ge n . F . H. Smith , 
Ge n . T . IL i ll iamson . 
Board of Supe rvi s or s - J . Samu el Gi bson , • T . Barc l ay . 
Coun c il of Town o r Lexi ng to n - ~ . M. - Do l d , S . H. Le t c her , 
i • P . Hous to n . 
Cit i z ens of Lexington and Co unty - J . T . L . Pr e s ton , Vm . 
'fu i te , Capt . J . C . Boud_e , J . N~ Lea , Col. J . H. Pa x ton . 

2 2 Lexing ton Gaze tte , Oc tober 1 9 , 1882 . 

2311 o g er , Th'e Rebuil d ing o f the Ol d Domini on , p . 38 - 42 ; h ompkins , 
£1?..!. ci t . p . -1 47 - 1 5 7. 

24 
ockbri dg e Co unty News , July 1 1 , 1 8 8 9 , copy in Davids on Papers . 

2 5 I b i d .; \ . M. Paxto n , The Paxto ns , p . 183 - 184 ; Man s on B . 'ate to 
Cl i n to n L . Ander;;;; , April 1 6 , 1961 , llary Davi ds on was 
never ma rried ; Dr . an d Mrs •• D. Esti l l h ad n o c hi l dren . 

26 
Ca t al og u e o f Vas h i ng to n and Lee Un iv er s ity , 1907 ; \1ashing ton and 

Lee lumni F i les ; · Manson B . Ta t e to Cl in ton L . And erson , 
p r,/il 1 6 , 1 961; Br . Robert , ·• Di e l ey , a c lassma t e o f J ames 
lber t lloeli c k (con v e r sation with C. L . n detson pril 

30 , 1 9 6 1 ) 
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Bi b liogra phy 

Let ters and Manuscrip t s : 

The Da vi dson Papers , i n t he poss es s i on o f the ockbridg e 
Hi s t ori cal Soci e t y , Lexing ton , Virg ini a f or m t he c hie f source of 
informa ti o1, f or thi s s tudy . " h ey cont a in over 600 letters o f t h e 
Da vi ds o n fami l y and t hei r f ri en ds . , 1 mong t h e co r res p on dent s we re 
Gov . John Le tcher , J am es B. Dorman , and Wi'l i am M. Paxton . t h er 
it e sin the c o llection a re: c o p i es o f obitua r ies a nd resol u t ions 
honoring the deceased ;' Confe dera t e Ar my · passes, Commissions si "'ne d 
by the Governor , Bar admi ssi on cert if icaQ; , pa r oled prison er ' s 
pass , and Loyalty Oath certi fi c a te to th~ Confed e r at e S t a t e s of 

merica; family co pies o f Ar my rep or t s , es ecia l ly con c~rn ing the 
Le t ch er Ba ttery at Chancellorsville; t ype d co p ies of Greenlee 
Davi s on ' s War letters pre pared by Green lee Letcher ; scattered 
poems by J . D. Davi ds on; misce l lan~ o us reports and articles . 

Annual ecords o f the ~rankl in Society and Library Company , Lexing toh 
1869- 1885 , McCormi c k Li br a ry , Washington and Le e Un iver s ity . 

Davi ds on , Greenl ee: " A · ic r y or No t ipgs of dai ly occurrences ," 
Novermber 22 , 1854- J anuary 1 9 , 1855 , Davidson Papers • 

. Letch er , Greenlee Davidson : " Pa per on Ca ptain Greenl ee Davi ds on 
to be read befor e t h e Fortnig_htl y Club of Lexing t on , Va .," 
J anuary 2~, 1 915 , Davids on Pa ers . 

:r-, assi e, Col _. J a mes Wo ods : "Sk etc;:h o f Gr eenlee Davidson , Ca ptai n 
' Letch e r Li g h t Art illery '," Copy i n Davi dson Papers f rom t h e 
Univer si ty . emori a l Ui og r aphicaf Sk etches of Alumni of t h e 
Uu i vers i ty of Virg i n ia . 11 ' 

hie l ds , Harvey Ger ald : 11Rock bri dge Co unty Vir g i ni a and t he Ci vi ;f ! 
·a r , 1861- 18 65 ," pril 1 960 , unpub l i sl e d Ho nors Thesi s , 

De pa rtment o f His tory , Va shing t on and L~e Univers ity . 

Shie l ds , Col. J . C.: 11 Sk etch of t he i a mily of J . D . Davi rlson , 11 

Da vi ds on )a pers . 
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Newspapers , Magazines , and Brochures: 

Da v ids on ap er s contain pr inted co . i es of a number o f ob i tua r ies 
and Resolutions hono r ing the d e ceased , tak en di r e ctl fro 
t h e Lexi ng to 1 Gazette and the Rockbri dge Co unty News . 

Lexingto n a z ette , 18 57-1882 , in McCormi c k Li Jrary , Was h i ng ton and 
Lee Univer s ity . 

Nat ional Geo ~g r aph i c , Th e J ournal o f the Na tional Ge o r r aphi c 
Society , ' ashing t on , D. C., pril 1 96 :l, , Vol. 11 9 , No . 4 . 

Rockbridge Alum Springs i n~ ~ ol ntai n s of Virginia , King 
Pri n t ing Compa ny , Wi nston- Sa l em , N. C., an adve rtisement 
brochure of the Roc kbridg e Al um S pr ings . 

Ro ck br idge Co un ty News , 1889 , in Rockbridge County Co urt House , 
Lex ingt on , Virg i n i a . 

Scra pbooks , s everal volumes of post - wa. news paper cli pp i ngs c on cerning 
Ro ckbri dg e and t he \ ar , col le c ted by the, With row S i sters o f 
Lexi~gt on , Virg i 1 ia, in the p osses sion of the De artment 
o f History , Vashing ton and Le e Univers i ty . 

Y~ll e.,y_ ~ta,r, 1855- 1858 , i n Rockbridg e Co unty Cour t Hous e , Lexington , 

Artic les and Bo ok s : 

Allan , lizab eth res t on : The Li fe and Letters of Ma r gar et Junk in 
Pr eston , oct gh t on , Mifflirand Company , New Yo r k , 1903 . 

Ba t tles a id Leaders o f.!___£_ Ci v il Va r, e di t ed by l ober t Un der woo d 
Hohnson and Claren ce Cl augh Bue l , t h e Century Co , New Yo r k , 
1887 , Vol . 1 - 4 . 

Bean , Wi .1. li a m Gleaso n : "A Hous e Divided , The Ci v il fa r Le t ters of 
a Vi rg i n i a F a ily , 11 Virg .i. n i a Magazi n e o f History and Biography, 
Vo l . LI , No . 4 , 3 97 - 422 . 

" Tne I uff n er ~amphl et of 1847 , " Virgini a Magazine of History 
and Bi ography , Vo l . I , No . 3 , 360- 282 . 

S tonewall ' s :t,, an : Sand i s Pendl eton , Unive r s i ty of North 
Carolin a .)ress , Cha pe d l Hill , N. C., 1959 . 
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Boat ner , Mark 1' az e , III : The Civil War Dictionary , Da v i d h c Kay 
Co mpany , Inc ., New Yor k , 1 95 9 . 

Bo ley , enr y : Lexi ngton i n Ol d Virgi 1i a , Garr e i: t & Massie , Inc . 
· ichmond , 1936 . 

Buc c , Paul Ie r ma n : Th e Hoa d to Reuni on , 18 65 - 1 900 , Lit t le , Brown , 
and Company , Bos t on , 1 937 . 

Ch a mbers , Leno ir: Stone\Tall J a c ks on , Ne, York , 1959 , Vol . II . 

Couper , Col. '11i ll i a m: History of th e Sh enandoah Va lley , Lewis 
Historic al Pub lishing Co mpany , Inc ., New York , 1 952 , Vol . I I . 

One Hundred Years at~~.!..!_ , Ga rrett and Massie , Inc . , 
ichmond , 1 939 , Vol . II & III . 

Cr ens haw, Ol ling er : "ockbri dg e County a nd t he 
o f 1861 , 11 Proceedings of t he Ro c k bri dge 

ecess i o n Co1,vention 
istor i cal Society 

Davidson , James D.: A Cur iosity in Cha n c ery , and hyme and Prose , 
Lexing t on Ga ze t te rioting Ho use ; Lexington , Vi r ginia , 18 7 7 . 

Di ehl , Ge org e Wes t : "he ~ o f Hami l t o n S c hool Hous e, Buff al o 
Commi ttee League , Lexing t o n , Virginia , 1 953 . 

F r e eman , Doug l a s Sou t hall : Lee's Lieutenant s , ew York , 1 943 . 
Vol. II . ' 

Heatwo le , Cornelius J ., ~ History of Education in Vir i:!; i nia , The 
t- a cmill a n Com·pa ny , New York , 1 91 6 . 

istory of Virginia , Virgi nia Bi ography , t h e Am.eric a n Historica l 
Society , ub lishers , New York , 1 924 , Vo l . V. 

Kean , J . Randol ph , 11 Th e evel oprnen t of the ' al l ey Line ' of t he 
Balti more & Ohio Rai l road 11 , The Vi r gi n ia t-agazine of i s tory 
& i ogr aphy , c t . 1 952 , Vol . 60 , No . 4 . 

1'- oger , Allen Wes J-ey : 11 ailroad r acti c es and Po lic ies in Vi rgi n i a 
fter t he Ci,vil War , " Virginia Magaz i n e o f History a n d Biography , 

Vol . LIX, No . 4 , 4 23 - 457 . 

Te Re buil di ng of the ld Domin i on , Edwa r ds Br o t h ers , nn 
Arbor , 1 940 . 

t, orton , Oren .• .: _ Hi s ,ory of <ock bri dg e , Virgin ia , the McClure Co . 
St auni on , Virg i n i a , 1 920 . 
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Paxton , Wi l l i am M. : 'he Paxtons , Landmark r in t , Platte City , Mo , 1903 . 

Tomkins , Edmund Pendleton : Hoc kbridf:ie Co un t y , Virginia , \vhi tte t & 
Ship person , ic umond , 1 952 . 

Turner , Charles ' ilson : " Th e Franklin Socie ty , 1800- 1891 , " Virg ini a 
~agazine of Hi story and Bi ogr aphy 1 Vol . LXV , NO . 4 , 4 32 - 447 . 

l ar of t h e Rebell ion : A c ompilati o n o f t he off i cia l reco r ds o f the 
Un i on and Confe de r at e a r mies ; und er the d ire ction o f 

e dfi e l d Proct er , Gover~~ent Pri ntin~ Offi ce , 1880- 1 901 , 
v ar i ous vo lumes . 

e llman , Manly ad e-; Th ey Took hei r S t and , Pu t nams ' So ns , New York , 
1 959 . 

ihite , Henr y Mart in , Ed ., _ . ~ White , Q.:_ Q.:_ and His 'l' i me s , Presbyterian 
Committee of· Publi c ation , ichmond , 1891 , 

Wise , John Se r gean t : The End of~ Era , ( Boston and New York ) . 
Ho ugh ton , 1ifflin and Company , 1899 . 

oodward , Co me r Vann : Origins o f the New South , 1877- 1 913 1 Louisiarta 
Stat e University Pr ess , Baton Ro ug e , 1 95 1 •. 
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