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Chapte_r One 

I NTRODUCTIO 

I 

'~he g eog r aphical pos iti on of Rockbr i d e County 

lends significance to its a ttitude to~ard se cession . he justi

ficatic n of this a~stement divides it s elf into t wo parts . 

First, should be shown t he rela ti on o f the Valley 

of Vir6 inia to t he ot h e r pa rts of t he St a te a t the time of t he 

d i scussion a s to wha t Virg ini ' s osition shoul d b e , a dis c uss ion 

which r esulted in the se c ess ion of Virg i n i a , a n d the splitting 

off of the wes t ern counties !lrom the e s t ern .nd central portions 

because of this a ct . 

For pur p oses of clarification we may divide the 

Virg inia o f 1860 into f ive ain s ection s . The " .Southsid e" , wt .ich 

was Virg i n ia 's "bla ck be lt" , wa s the se c tion whe ~e mos t of t he t wo 

ma in s t apl es of the South , tobacc o and c otton , were g rown ; a n d 

wa s the se ction whE r e mo s t of t he slav es we r e found . he " Ti dewa ter" 

wa s t he oldes t sect ion of the State . Here t he pl an t a tion system 

had wo rn out t he l a nd to a g re t extent , a nd a lthough the old Vi r 

g i nia ma ns ion housee , s o famous i n h i s t ory a nd l e g end , were st ill 

to b e found here , s they are now , t he l a n d surround ins t he m wa s 

more res tricted , a nd, as an i n dustrial system , p l an t a tion a g ri cul

ture with i ts natur a l coroll a ry , s l very , was no t so i mpor t ant as 

j_n t he n ewer " Sout he i d e" . The "P i edmon t" wa s even at thi s t i me 

one of the we a lthi es t se ctions of the S t ate . But i t wa s not so 

dep endent on t he _ 1 n t at ion system i n its usua l f o r ms as were the 

two sections jus t mentioned . Many slaves we r e found on t . e l a r g er 

e sta tes of thi s ro l l ing c ountry , but the y were r ewer in numb ers 
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t han i n t h o se section s whe r e toba c c o wa s t h e c h ief crop with co t 

ton o f l ess e r , b ut calcuhbille, i mp or t ance . Hors e r a is i ng an d g raz ing 

were prominen t and t he f a r m l a nd wa s g ive n ov e r to a diversi t y o f 

c ro _s . his se c tion ha s ma i n t ain ed i ts p r o s peri t y d own t o the p res 

ent ; a n d it s g r ea t es t a t e s , b orde r ed b y g r a y stone un-mortared 

wa ll s , wit h ha n d s ome whi t e - coibumn e d mans ion s s et ba c k f rom t h e 

h i ghway s , ove rlook i n g broa d pa s t u r e l a nd s where r a c e horses on 

stud a nd l e a n wes t e r n s t e e rs be ing f a t ten e d f or the ma r ke t on the 

b lue g r a ss g r a ze , ma ke a p icture of luxurious a nd spa cious rur a l 

l i fe th t ha s n o pa r a ll e l in t h i s country . 

Thes e t hree olde r se ct i ons of Vir i nia ha ve , 

ho ever , much i n c o mmon ; a nd t hey had i n 1860 . f ll had g r e t es -
/ 

t a t es , a n d t ho ugh the i ndus tri a l s ystem of a l l was d i ffe re n t t ha n 

t he o t he rs , a ll s up ;> o r t ed a s l a v e popul a t ion l a r g e r t han t he more 

western se ctions o f t he St a t e . 

I n these regions we f i n d diff e r en t s o r t o f 

l i f e . Fr om t he :,.ll e ha n i es · we s t wa r d t he l and i s mo un t i n ous a n d 

b r ok en . :F'ro m t he moun t a ins wes t wa r d the t o p og r p hy g r a des o f f 

i n to notaer P i edmon t , b ut it is n ot s o smoo t hly r ol ling a s the 

e a s t ern s lo pe , the h i l l s bein g she.r • .Je r i n outline . It t ermin2 tes 

in a g en tly r ollin g p l a in a lon g t he Ohio r iv e r . !ie now know tha t 

mos t of t hes e wes t ern count i e s would n ev e r ha v e s plit from t he 

mo t her St at e had t he quest i on been submit t ed to a ll o f t he pe o p l e 

1 
in t hem. Bu t had t he re b een n o senti men t a. t a l l f .v orin g d is-

ru tion i t c ould n ot hav e t .ken p l a ae . So h ere we hav e anothe r 

s e cti on , of s ma ll f a r ms , few s l a v es , a n d nurtur ing a Un i on sen 

t i men t , which i ~ no t a ma j ority sentimen t wa s a t l eas t an ggress i ve 

minority one . 

1. J . C. Mc Gr e g or , " he Di s rup t i on of Virg_~n i a 
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Betwe en t hese two genera l class ifica tions of t he 

op~osing sect ions of Virg inia , t he r e is a t h ird . Lying between 

the Blue Rid ·· e e.nd the lle ·h ny mo unta i ns is t he Valley of Vi r

g inia . It is hilly 1 1 thew .y from ·ar~e r ' s Fe rry , where it is 

broadest and flatest , to t _e high hi l ls of bout we st Vi r g in i a , 

where it i s .ma l ga ma te d to s ome ext9n t with the mounta in ran ·es . 

The lower r e ,::, c hes of this valley , from Greenville t o '-ia ppe r' s 

~erry , a re d r a i ned by the Shenand oah rlv Rr , a,d this part of 

the Vall ey of Virg ini , i s known q s t he .3henen d oah Valley . rom 

Aug usta coun ty to the 11uuth of the rive r this vall e y is very pro 

ductive of frui ts a nd small g r a ins , and wa s cRl led fter the ~t ate 

seceded , " The b readbasket of the Confede racy ." 'he entire va lley 
I 

is b i ven over in tae ma in to rela tive ly smmll fa r ms , and wa s in 

1860 0 Sl avery was not so i ~~ortan t a s it wa s in t hee stern pa rt 

of t:1e S t a te , but wa s more reva l en t tha n .. n the moun t 8. in r e g ions 

of t he we s t and the v ~l ley o f t he · hi o . 

In about the c enter of t h i s v a lley is Rockbridg e 

County . ·•,-1 th e popul tion of about 12 , 000white s , in 1860 , it had 

four or f ive thous a nd slaves . 
2 

This county , t hen , in t he center of a borde r 

section , ly~ n betwee n the t wo extre~es of the St a te , wil l be 

studied . Its a ttitude toward s e cession should be si e,nificant . 

Vi r t inia seceded , Ro c l{brlde;e County we. s loya l to the ::::l tate . The 

sece esi on attitudes of t he Cou..n t y wi ll be s urvey,~d in the 

chap t ers fo llowing . ~ irs t , let u s exani ne t he c a uses of Vi r ·in i a ' s 

lea ving t he Un io n . 'Ve can then study in detai l t he re l a tion o f 

t he pa rt to t he whole o 

2 . J ames B. Do rrniren, as q uoted in The Va l l..ey St ar o f March 14 , 1 61 
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II 

In 1861 , se c ess ion , so long a sub ject of d i s cus 

s i on a n d d eba t e , as to it s l e l ity , ef f ic a cy , a n d mora li ty , h d 

beco ine a f ,'l ct in severa l So ut hern St a t es . Fede r a l forces a nd St a te 

forde s had clashed , and t he n a tion wai te d in sus pens e to see what 

the n e xt move of t he new g overnment in t he Co tton St a t es woul d 

be . Ev ery e a r we.s turned to ·,, shi :.'1.g ton t o he a r the d eci s ions , so 

s low in t a dng de fin ite for m, o f t he un t r i ed Pres i d ent of a +ilol 

g overnment he had sworn to s u s t a in---d ecisions of the l e ade r of 

a n ew p · rty--- the 9arty of a s e ction just come i nt o powe ro 

Nhen , a fte r a ce usa tion a n d c oun t e r ac cusation , 

rebuke , me: le d i c tion , and a t temp t s a t a djus t men t had corne to 
I 

not hL1g ; were f ound t o o e only 11 t tle s team j~ts r isin fro .i t he 

see t hin cruc i ble of n a tion ' s pass ions -- -then boa st~of p ower 

and plea s e f o r forbe a r a n c e ming l ed in the a ir of the Hal l s of 

Cong r ess , a n d de l egat ion af t er de lega t i on lef t ·a shi n gton to 

a i d the ir sev era l S t a tes to re c a l l unto th ems e lves t he powe r de l

e gated to a no l onger desired Union . ~hen t he me n o f a n a tion 

v i ewed e a ch other with ho s ti l e and d i s trus tful g lance and t he 

wo~en wa ited f or husbands , s on s a nd s wee t heart s t o be ca l led to 

a rms agains t their k in - a ll ey e s were turn ed to Vir~inia ~ 

Virg inia wa s the f oca l po l n t of a conflict , the 

fulcrum of a na ti on a l bal::,nce . An d Vir8 i nia. wai ted . 11 0 one s tudying 

t he sub ject c a n f 11 to rea ch the con c lus ion t ha t Vi r g i ni a ' s at 

titude t this c r uc i a l t i me wa s mode.~a t e a nd pr ~, isworthy . In c a l -

l i n , t he Wa shin: ton P e a c e Con ferenc e of 1861 , s he became the on l y 

S t a t e in the Union to s ugges t a p r a c ti c a l v; a~ut of the sectiona l 

difficu_ti e s , a a d mov e to 9ut it into effe ct . In t he s 9e eches of 

he r re pr e sen t a tive me n and the e d itoria l s o f her ed itors , urg ing 



i nd ependent and meas u r ed a ction , d e c r yin g a ny mov e t h :-, t would sh t 

t er the Union b e f o r e every e ff ort had been mad e to s a ve it, a nd 

condemni n g t he e x tre ~ ists on both s i des of the q ues tion , a force 

nd a re stra i n t are e xhi bi t e d tha t c a n but be adm ired . 3 

he Ol d Do mi n ion had e v e ry rea son to move s lo vly 

tov r d a de ci s ion wh i c h would sever her conne c ti on wi th t he Union. 

The f i rst of t he British Coloni e s , and t he g r e a t es t o f t hem, when 

t he United St a t es g overn ment was b ro ught i nto b ein g b y the pen of 

one Virg inian a n d l ed s u ccessfully to indepen d ence by the sword 

of anot her , she had a n interes t in t ha t g overnmen t unequale d by 

a ny other St a te . Much of t he e a rly history oft · is republic i s 

wri t ten i n t he lives o f ·.riashi ng ton , Ma rsha ll, Jeffe rson, Hen r y, 
/ 

Madi son , Mas on, Mon roe , ."ythe and ma ny othe rs - Virg in i ans . 

Virg inia , the s t ronge st and neare s t St a t e be low 

t he Poto mas, knew t ha t s ho ul d s he s e ced e, the he avi e s! burden of 

the wa r would f a ll Jn he r s houlde rs . She r e a lized tha t he r s oil 

would d rink up the blood of he r son s, s a c r i f iced to the Gods of 

~a r, while h e r home s , mo r e than a ll others , would furnish fue l 

for the a ltar fires . 4 

An d thi s a l s o w s the thoug ht of millions of men 
i:::; 

b eyond her bord e rs, J wa tching and wa iting for the d ecision of this 

premi er commonwealth . Espe cia lly d i d tho se in con tro l fo the ov

ernments a t Wa shi ngton a nd Mont orne ry app r eciate he r s i tua tion . 

The y kne w th t should ~lr inia seced e , her prestig e would ive 

the a ct g re a t we i g ht in t he co unsel s of the othe r Border St a tes. 

They kne tha t Virg ini 's s treng th t aken from one side and thrown 

to the othe r would incline t he b a l anc e sha rply towa r d the ulti ma te 

succes s of the So ut he rn Confedera cy . No a ct ot her than fore i g n 
intervention could have s o much s i gnificance o 

3 . The Lexin g ton Ga zet t e, Nove mber 1, 1860 to ~a y 30 , 1861 a nd 

The Va lley "'.tar , '~ovem,~er 1:-, 18~0 to ' . ".J ..... il 1_8 , 18.i:::1 1t .n--1~.i:::. r,-.-i..a- . 
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Events bear out t hese views . The l eng th of the 

wa r , and t he s tren th o f t he Con federac y , would ce r t a inly ha ve 

be en g r e t ly l e s s ened haQ Virg i n i remained in t h e Un ion . Try to 

imag i ne the Wa r's a tta i nin anythin lise the p rop ortions it d id 

with t he ~an po; er and we lt+fl the t hen l a r gest and r iche st 

So ut hern State, and with the milita ry g enius of Lee and Jacks on , 

n o t to mention seve r a l othe r s of note , subtra cted f t,om the Con 

fed era te a r mi es a n d add ed to t he Union strength . Le e 's gen e ra l shi p 

would tmve elimina ted the milita r y blunde r s a nd fre q uent change s 

of co mmand , s o costly to the Federol ca u s e durin t he ea rly y e a rs 

o f t he war . I magine the effe ct on the So ut he rn caus e of ha vin : 

~ashington deep in Union t erritory in s tea d of a l mo s t on the firing 
I 

line, where Virg inia 's secess ion 9l a ced it . C lcula t e t he e ffect 

on the Confedera t e a r mi es of havin : to defend a l ong and irr e g ular 

border ~ormed l a r gely of surveyor ' s lines , r a t he r tha n of rivers 

.nd mount a in ranges . And t hen c a lcula te with a ll these f ctors 

the probabil ity of ot he r Borde r St a t es re ma ining in t he n ion if 

Vir inia had s e t the example . 

En lish milita ry histori an s , a s well as a n y 

Ame ricans , ha v e exp re ssed the well con s i de r ed o pinion , tha t with

out Vi rginia , the Confedera cy c ould not ha v e ma i n t a in ed it se lf 

for two y ea rs in t he f i e ld , a t the most gen e rous esti ma te . This 

may sound extreme to t he ca sua l observe r ; but cons i d e r the e vidence , 

weigh the opuo s i n g a r guments , a n d t he ve rdict s eems log ical . 

At a ny r a t e , the influence of Virg i n i a with t he Border State s was 

eno rmo us , her p owe r considerable , he r mili tary l eader s no table, 

he r position a c r o s s t he r iver from Wa shi n 3 ton most s tra t e g ic , her 

h i s toric prestig e g r ea t; a n d in 18 61 a ll eyes turned to he r . 

Virg i ni seceded , the fulcrum was s. ifted , an d the ba l ~nce 

des troyed - Vhy? 
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J ames F ord Rhodes has advanced wha t is g nera lly 

kn own as the standa rd t hes is on the caus e of the Wa r Be twe e n the 

S t ate s - Sl a very . But b oth U. B. Philli p s a nd Willia m E . Dod d , 

r ecognized leaders in t he field of So u t he rn history, depa rt from 

thi s view . 

Many other caus es comma nd our at tention, such a s : 

Op po s ing co~ mercia l a nd industri a l i n te rests includin g t ariff d is 

crimina tion , fear of a r a ce wa r , b t a te's ri g hts , t he threa t of 

coers ive restra int of ttem9 ted seces s ion , a n d t he un solved pro 

b l em of wha t t o d o with t he va st hord e of de pen d erlt a n d i nora n t 

ne g r oes i f freed i n a ccordance with t he d e mands of t he Norhllle rn 
I 

abolit ion i s ts - a p rob l em Linc oln sa i d he c ould no t solve, even 

if he we r e g iven unlimited pow e r a n d ~e a ns . The se ques tions in

vo lving the negro are n o t to be confused with sl v e ry a s a 

c ause in its e lf . The y were problems occ a sioned by the presenc e 

of the neg r o in the South, be he sla ve o r free . 

Virg ini d i d no t secede from the Un ion in order to 

pro tect t he in s tit tion of sla very within her b orders , or to i d 

in ext end i n e, it els ewhere . Both t i et or~~pd Econo mics may be r esorted 

to f or p roof of t his s t a te nent . 

Colon i a l Virginia ns had real ized t eir fut ure dangBr 

when the Af rica n s l av e t r ad e began t o ~ssute ~arge proportions , 

and they had r epe a t e d ly r eq ue s ted the Kin · of En g l a n d to res trict 

the tr ffic , only to be refused s uch ssistance . Their leg islature 

had pa s sed ac t s to restra i n t he i mporta tion of neg ros, but the 

l aws ha.d been dec l a red null a nd void • . Ma ss meetings were held de

nouncing t he trade , c.nd the pe o pl e were nearly of one mind in 

op - osi tion to it . 6 

,., p . . 
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1, hen , af te r t he s i gn1ne, of t he De cl a r tion of 

Inde9endenc e , Virg inia became a St a te , whe wa s in a po~ition to 

t a ke act ion on this sub ject, a nd in 1778 b e r le isla ture passed 

a statute prohibiting the s l ave trade . ¥ he n the St a te ceded the 

Northwe st Territory to the Uni te d States, she was fore mo s t in 

ma inta ining t ha t slavery sh~ul d be forever excluded from the 9a r t 

lying north of the Ohio river . · hen in t he Fe dera l Cons ti tut ion , 

t he sla ve trRde wa s a llowe d to continue for t wen ty yea rs , it wa s 

"a b a r ·a.in between New ..:n g l and and the f a r South" which "wa s 

c a rri ed a ainst t he s turdy opposition of Virg i nia . " 7 

Vi r g inians were ~o s t o romi nent i n t he earl y day s 

of the Re public in try i g, to re s t r ict ,.and eventua lly to sto J the 

sla ve tra de a n d r eta r d the rowth of t h e inst itution of slavery . 

He r sons in Cong re s s and in h i g h Federal positions, includ ing the 

P re s i dency , work e d toward these ends , 8 a nd until 1832 sta t u tes 

were passed . wi t h the same pur p ose in vi ew . This da te marks the 

t u r ning point of Virgi_ i a ' s a ttitude toward s l a very , an d the cha n e 

is d irectly c ha r abl e to t he Abolition fu sts of the North. 9 Virg inl! 

fel t capabl e of handling hero~ dome stic p roblems , a nd would b rook 

no interfe r ence from beyond her b orders . Then too , h e r pe op l e felt , 

a s d i d t hose of the ot er Sout he r n Stat e s , that this ~eddlin was 

a threa t t o t he s afety of the ir homes . Be f ore the ir minds ' eyes 

rose the g rim spec ter of sla v e in s urrection, and they recall ed 

r1a t Turne r's rebellion, with it s tra in of murde r , r ap ine and a rson . 

The re was a lways dange r , s omet i mes exa gerRted in the min d s of 

the whites , tha t t he mi s d i re cted efforts of t he Abolition f a nat i cs 

would have thi s effect on t h e hordes of slav es throu hout the St a te . 

Espec i a lly were those of t he l a r e p l an t at ions con sc ious of the ir 

7 . Ibid . PP • 25 - 30 8 . Ibid . P • 33 9 . Ibid . P • 52 



pe ril , where perha ps only on e or t wo f a ,"ili e s of wh i t es lived i n 

c lo se proxi mi ty to hundreds of sla ve s . Virg inia had just cause 

for r e eentment . 

The i dea of returning freed ne ro e s t o t heir native 

Africa probably ha d it s i nce _tion i n Virg in i a , and Virgi n i a n s were, 

in the e a rly days , the mo s t prominent membe r s of the Ame r ic a n 

coloniza tion s ociety . Many Virgi nians when t hey d ied fre ed t he ir 

sla v es , and ma ny more gave during life , or l eft i n t he ir wills , 

money to "coloni ze " their s l a v es in s ome l' or t he rn free St a te or 
10 

in Liber i a. But ev en mo re convinc i ng t han t his evidence of the 

opp osition of many Virg i nians to s l avery on mor a l or humane g rounds , 

a re the e conomic re e sons for the un pol)ula r ity of the i nsti t ution 

in the St a te , 

Contra ry t o popul a r belief , a v ery sma l l or oportion 

o f Virgin ians were s l a v eholde rs, and ma ny of these had but few . 

In 1860 , only one white man in t wenty wa s s l av e holder , and of 

over a mil l ion white s, only on e hundred and fourteen owned a s m8ll1y 

as a hundred s l av e s . Most of these l a r g e s l aveholders l i v ed e a st 

of t he Blue Ri dge . It c an r ead i ly be seen by t hese f a c t s tha t a 

grea t ma jority of t he white popul a ti on had no direc t interes t in 

s l avery. Neither were t hey • ppor whites o1 . The grea t bulk of the 

pe opl e of Vir inia were independent farmers , pr ofe ssi onal men and 

a rtisans . 

In addition oo t he f e et t ha t s o sma ll a proportion-

\. a te n umber of Virg in j,ans we re pe r sona lly inte r es ted in the i ns ti

tution , i t is a l mos t certa in t na t it wa s no lon~er of • "Y cons i d 

e r b le econo ic a dvantage to the St at e . Indeed , many thou ht it 

to be a c tua l ly a d isadvantage . 11 The pl nta tion s yst em mus t con-

10 . I bid . pp . 60 - 124 11. Ibid . PP • 125 - 128 
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tin ua. lly seek n ew 1 9.nds due to it s exhaust ive e f fe c t on the s oil , 

and it had long be en d e c lining i n i mportan c e i n irg ini a . As s l a very 

wa s only pr ofitab l e a nd s uit .b l e to the p l a nta t ion sys t em , it ha d 

li t tl e v a l ue in Virg in i a b y 1860 . 

Virg in ia wa s , h owe ver , a c c u sed o f being a a "bre ed ing 

g round" for negroe s , a nd s ta tement s of t he numbe r of slav es l ea.ving 

the St ate e a ch year were shown to or ove t he a cc us a ti on . But negroes 

left Virg i n i a eac h y ea r f or s ev e r a l reason s . Fr eed s l a v es we r e 

r equired t o le av e by l aw . Sl a v e o vners e mi g r a t e d t o new lands nd 

to ok t he ir s l a v es wi t h t hem . Slave owners b ought l ands and sent 

t he ir s l a v es to work the m, thoug h rema i n i ng in Vi r ginia t hemselves . 

Fina l ly , s laves were s old t o tra d ers and exported , b u t the amount 
I 

a n d value of t h is traffic has b een g ro ss l y exagge r a t ed . 1 ost of 

the s old iers a nd g r e e t ma jority of the f amous Virginia n g ene r a l s 

were not s l a veholde rs . 12 We must l ook e l s ewhere fo r t hei r re sons 

for goin5 to war . 

0 f course , it is true t ha. t s l a v ery p rod uced the con 

d i t ions , which , when remed i es were looke d for in d ivergent wa ys by 

Nor t h and So uth , broug ht on the i1 irrepre ss i ble confli c t. " The effec t 

o f Abol i tion i s t a ctivi t y has a l re a dy been di scus sed , a nd no p e ople 

re l i zed more fully t han t he Virg ini ns t he a l ost i nsupe r a b l e 

d i ff icul ti e s con t i n en t on the bl a n ke t emancipa tion deman ded by 

these f a n a ti cs -G ~e p roperty v a lue of t he slav e s , their own we l f a re , 

and t he so ci a l a nd 9 o l itica l prob l ems whi c h would rise c oncerning 

the ir relations to t he ir forme r ma s t ers and to t he t a te , we re t hey 

freed , made unive rsa l e mancipat i on U..'1thinkable to Virg i n i a ns . r o 

d oub t t he Aboli t i on.is t l s d ema n d s c a used t he outhe rne r to look to 

his a r s , b ut se c e s sion wa s n o defen se for s l a v ery i n Virg i n ia , 

1 2 . Ibid . PP • 147 - 1 58 
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with he r lon g bord e r exp os e d to Un i on t err itor y , n d we mu s t still 

look furt her for h e r heasans f or se ce ss i on a nd wa r. 

IV 

When Lin coln i s sued his cal l for 75 , 000 vol un t eers , 

and s ent wo r d to Governor Le tc he r to muste r Virg i nia ' s quo ta , the 

c a ll •ra s q uic .l{ly fol lowed , on April 17, by the pa s s i n g of the 

Ordinance of Se c e ssion i n t he Virg i n i a St at e Conven tiori. This or

dinance wa s r a tifi ed a t a spec i a l elect ion on 1 a y 23 , 1861 . Vir

g i n i a left the Un ion becaus e she would n ot see t he s e c ede d State s 

b roug ht b a ck into it by f orce. She had repea tedly de clared tha t 

she would brook no s uc h policy on t he/pa r t of the Federa l overn-

1 "3 
ment , a n d she r e sisted it to the end . 

Al ber t J . Beveridge s t a t es , in his b iog r aphy of 

Ab r e.h m Linc oln , t ha t "armed coercion ( wa s) the fo r ce , whic h 

when Linco ln emplo~ed it , turned thousa n ds of Sou t e rn men in to 

se ces s ioni s ts a nd wa s the de ci s ive influen ce tha t made Vi r g inia ••• 

wi thdr/3.w f r om the Union ." 14 There i s li t tl e q ues tion tha t thi s 

i s t r ue . 'rhere we re t wo s cho ol s o f t ho ugh t in Vi r i n i a . ne ma in

t a i n ed t ha t a St ate had e. c ons titu tion 1 ri .ht to se c ede , a n d t he 

othe r , whil e denying theh a r i g ht , a l s o den i ed the ri £ ht of the 

Feder 1 ove rnment to h old a St a te in t h e Un i on by fo rce . Both 

o f the se scho ol s u _ he l d t he "rig h t of se l f - yovernment" , i n the 

s t ricte s t c onnota t ion f that phFdse, a nd declared tha t t he y 

would r e si s t the passag e of troops ove r Vi r ~i n i s oil to co erce 

t he St a t es o f t he So ttbh t hat h d se c eded . 1 5 

ir ·i n ia had :=iteadily ass erted t ha t Li n coln 

13 . Ib id . p . 282 14 . A. J . Bev er i d ,e , Abraham i n coln , Vol . II, P • 118 
15 . B. B. Hunf ord , Vi r i nia ' s Att i tude Towa r d Sl a v e£.Y_§:nd e ce s s ion , p . 290 
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shoul4:iot f o r c e the s e c eded St a t es back into the Union a t t h e po i n t s 

o f Federa l bayonets , a n d when he d oryted this p ol icy , Virg inia 

seceded f r om the Union she had d on e more t o f o u.YJ.d nd main t ain 

t han any other Sta te . 

This , then , .rn slVirg i n i a ' s rea son f or, l eavin2, the 

U~ion . This was the prox i ~a t e ca use of he r r d i nance of ~ecession . 

The ut t eran ces o f h e r le Eders a t t his tlme , the e d itori a ls o f her 

newspape r ed i t ors , the re so l uti on s ad o J ted a t t he mass ~ee t in ·s 

of her pe o pl e , al l bear out this s t a t e~en t . 16 

Af t e r maki n g every e ff ort t o preserve t he Union , 

after rebuki n a n d Gtt empting to restra in thee tremists on b oth 

sides , Bfte1c ouns el ling 

after wait Ln ~ unt i l t he 

modera t on a n d f o l lowinc her OVID counse l , 
/ 

l as t mi u te b ef ore t ~k ing t ' e d r a stic s t ep -

Yirgini a s e ceded fr om t' e n i on . Not be c a us e she believed in s e c es 

sion . :~ ot because she thought t ha t her sister So uthe rn St:.1 t e s had 

d on e r i ght i n p rec i p ita t ng t he " irrepre ss i b l e conf l ic t t" Bu t be-

e uae s h e would not see the m for c ed to l i v e unde r a g ov e rnmen t 

t hey had cas t off ; woul d not raise Iller sword against them , but 

r a ther in t heir defense . 

Virg i n i a fough t from t he highes t a l t rui s ti c p r i n 

ci. p les . ae r at titude un t i l she se ceded had b een .nore modera t e tha n 

t t of a ny othe r St a t e , a n her a c t o f se ce ss ion wa s occa s ion e d 

by more l of t y moti ve s . Vi r g i n i a ' s rea son f o r the s t a nd she t oo k 

in 1861 wa s s i mi l a r t o tha t of her grea t l eade r , Ge n e r a l Robert 

E . Le e , who sa i d : " I t is the 9rin ci 9le I contend f or, not indi vidu . l 

1$ o r p r i v , te ben efit o" 

1 6 . The Lexington G zett e , - ov em er 1, 18 60 to Ma y 30 , 1861 
17. B. B. Munf ord , Vir~ i nia ' s Attitude Toward ;3l a v e r y a nd Se c ess ion , 

? • ~04 -
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Vi r g i n i a le f t the Uni on because she woul d no t 

allow ~.er boundaries to b e crossed or he r territory i nvad ed b y 

troo 9s whose e rrand was coercion of t he Southe rn Stat es . Was this 

also the feeling i n Roc ·kbridge Co u.rity , which he l d it l oyal to 

the St a t e ? 

In presenti~g t he ava il a b l e eviden c e a s to t he 

a. t t i tude o f Rockbridg e County , a c hap t e r d ivision has been mad e 

of the d i fferent co l lections of ~a t eria l . No thin · has be en included 

tat does not bea r mo r e or less directly on t he quest ion of jus t 

wha t t he tti tudes toward secess ion we re i n Rockb ridg e County . 

Al l the ma t erial is b e li ev ed t o be re _resentative of t he t rue 

vi ews of t he l eaders and pe op l e of the County . Vi ews expressed by 

v is i t ors , out siders writing or spe aki ng of Rockbri dbe , or pe rson s 

in the County f o r spe cia l r e as ons but no t na tive to it , have been 

orni tted o 

7'fhen Vi r g i nia seceded J ohn Letc her , a 1'.A.tive of 

ockbri d e , wa s Gove rno r . A c hap t e r has b e en devoted to the 9 ub

l t c a tion of s uc h of his proclama tion s , mes sage s , and lette rs as 

were d e emed of s uffi ci en t i ~porta n ce t o the pe ople at the time 

to be p ubl i shed i n the Lexington n ews papers . 

The mo s t i mp ort-n t sigg le a ct of Virg i nia in 

try i n g to avoid civi l wa r , wr s the ca l lin of the 1ashi ngton 

Pea ce Conference . The del e ~ates we r e n o t appo i n ted by counties , 

as t he re were no t nea rly this many delegate s sent, but a Rock

bridge man , J udge John I • Broc kenbroug h , w s se l ected as one 

of Virg i n i 1 s de l eg tes to t his meeting . Bis spee c hes a nd r es 

olut·ons i n the Conference , a n d letters he wrote for o ublica tion - > 

r e l a tive to it , make up an o t her c hapter . 
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Pe r ha p s the o s t i portan t conv e n t i on of a ny 

~1n d 1 from the Vi r g in i a p oin t of vi ew, wa s the St a t e Conven t i on, 

ca l l ed by t he Leg i s l a tur e a t the suggest i on of Gov e r n or Le tc h e r, 

to c onsider Virg inia ' s policy during the c risis in the n a ti ona l 

affe.irs ,oc c a sioned y t he se c e s sion of c e r t a in Sout he rn St a t e s . 

Sa mue l Mc D. Moore a nd J ames B. Do rman re ::,:i r e sen t ed Roc kbridg e a t 

t his c onfe ren ce , and their spee c he s and re soluti ons in Conv en tion , 

wi th t he ir letters re l a tive t o t he i s sue , wi l l be found in a nother 

chapter o 

Tw o newspap ers were p ublished i n Lex ing ton a t 

t hie t i me , The Lexi n g ton Gaze tte ~n d The Val ley St a r . A c ha ter 

ha s been devot e d to t he opi n ions expres se d i n t he editoria ls, 
I 

and to the a ccounts o f the me e t i n g e of t he pe ople , and to t he 

t he a t t i t ude s v oic e d i n c o mmuni cat ions to e a c h of t hese pape rs . 

I n t h i s way i t i s hop ed.t ha t every i mportant , 

a nd more o r l ess o f f icia l or represent t ive , source o f Roc kbr i dge 

Coum~y se c ess ion a tti tude s is cove r ed . The ma t er i a l here sho ul d 

throw a st r ong l i g h t on a l l express ion s o f fee ling which we r e 

s t r on g eno ug h , and whic h t hos e e xpr essing them fe lt e n ough 

i n t e res t in and con fi denc e i n, t o express i n public or i n of 

f ici _l mee tin g s . The vi e ws a re tho s e whi c h Rockbr i d g e men were 

willin g t o p res ent to the world , end we re willin g t o fi ~ht f or . 

I f this t he si s shall demons t r a t e why _ oc kbridg e 

men r e ma ined l oya l to t he Ol d Dominion , when jus t a cross the 

mo un t a i n s d i saff e ction was rampan t , an d f o ug ht for f our years 

a ga i n s t overwhel mi n g odds; a n d having lo s t , r eturne d t o a 

Rockbridge many times de sola t ed by d unt e r a nd others , but e x 

p r essed no regret f o r t he i r a ction - i f t his t hes i s d emon s t~a tes 

t hi s, it wi l l hav e se rv ed it s pur pose well . 



aOHN LETCHER , GOVERN R OF VI RGI NI A 

Because of the s t a te of affa irs in Virg i nia 

and in t he nation, a n d due to Virg inia ' s unusua lly important 

9art in t he crisis prec i pita ted by the s e condi tions , the 

bur den r es ting upon the shoulders of her chief e xecutive in 

186 1 was probably g reater than tha t borne by any other i n the 

United States , with the two exce p tions of efferson Davis a nd 

~bra ham Lincoln . 

Re a sons ha ve be en p reviously g iven for the 
I 

i mportance of Virginia , an d tho s e in charg e of ~irecting her 

pe ri~a us course in these tryin r times were fully conscious of 

it. In a dd ition to the i mporta nce of her de c is ion wa s the d iffi 

culty of making it . Virgini a in 1861 wa s a Border S t a te, the 

most i mportan t one to both North and So u th . 

As , ov e rnor John Letche r was a Rockbridge 

man , his procla ma tions a nd add re sses bearing on the vita l q ues tion 

of t he hour sboillld throw considerable lig ht upon the n a ture of 

the seces s ion a ttitude s of the county's l eadine citizens. Such 

of t he s e u tterances a s were considered of s uff icient i n tere s t to 

be publis hed in the county p a pers will be presented as evidence 

o f the thou ·hts a n d a ctions of this man who d id so much to direct 

the hi s tory of his native St a te . 

On November 29 , 1861 t he Val l ey Star printed 

a letter from the Governor to a ci t izen of Pennsylv ania . The 

l a tter had written to the Gove r nor asking permission to raise 

troops in Virg in ia f or the p arp o se of suppress ing the rebellion in th9 
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Cotton States. 

Governor Letcher repli ed tha t such a proposition 

was out of t he question. Pennsylvania wa s as responsible as any 

Sout he rn State, he said, for the difficulty, and if she and her 

s ister Northern St a tes would repe a l their ;' personal liberty" laws 

the trouble might be smoothed over. He declared tha t thou h 

Virg inians regretted the secession of the Cotton St a tes, they 

would resist attempts to a ttack those States over Virg inia soil. 1 

He re the Virg inian t akes the only possible stand 

und er the circumstances, and his view is, therefore, not par

ticularly enlightening a s to hie genera l attitude. Th.e proposition 

of the Pennsylvanian wa s absurd in ftself. 

On Janua ry 17 the St a r printed his message to the 

Legislature. A d i gest with quotations of tha t part of the address 

bearing on fe de r a l rela tions is g iven below. It is a full ex

pres s ion of his views on the vita l q ue st ions at is s ue, and throws 

cons iderable light on his viewpoint at this time. 

The Governor s a i d t ha. t t he times were t ho s e "of 

peril and danger, i, and tha t "An err or cormni tted now can n ever 

perhaps be corr ected." 

He poimted out tha t t he •'vile spirit of fac t ion" 

was everywhere prominent, and tha t the country was torn by dis

sens ion, and "fierce and angry excitement" were everywhe re ex

hi b ited . He then tra ced the gro ~th and grea tness of the Unit~d 

St a tes and emphasized t he i mportance of preserving these gains. 

The Governor then re peated a recommendation he 

had previoual!y made in his inaugural address, tha t a convention 

1. The Valley Star, November 29, 1860 
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of all the St a tes be ca ll ed to settle the di f fe rences, or,failing , 

to agre e to peacable secession. This was, he s a id, the only remedy 

"under the Consti tut1on'; and was provided for'; in the fifth article 

t here of." He s ugge s te d the.t the Leg isla ture t ake s t eps to ca ll 

s uch a convention, and c i ted the forme r usage s of t he f i f t h a r

t icle of t he Cons t itution, and quoted Gove r nor John Floyd on the 

subject, in support of his views. 

'rhe Governor advise d tha t Virg i n i a. look a fter he r 

own inte rests, as the Cotton States were ~ooking a fter theirs, and 

a ct cara fully. "A disruption of the Union i s inevitable, and if 

new confedera cies a r e to be fo r med we must have the bes t gnaran

tees before we can a t t a.ch our St a t e/ to either of them." 

He then criticized t he Gove rnor of South Carolina 

for bla mi ng Virg inia for not i mmed i a tely join ing tha t State. He 

quoted t he South Carolinian to show tha t t he Pa l metto St a t e wa s 

trying to put Virginia in a posit ion where she must either join 

. outh Carolina or lose her slaves. 

Mr. Letche r then poin t ed out the difference in 

tone between the protestations of fri endship and good f ee ling on 

t he part of South Carolina ' s commi s .s i oner, and t he a ctua l feeling 

i n t he St a te a s expre s s ed by it s chief executive. He also quoted 

the Governor of .Mis eissipp i in the s ame vein, a nd repea ted t ha t 

he would re s i s t Virgi nie, ' s being coerced "into any line of policy • 1' 

"For the pr esent c ondition of pub l ic a f fa irs the 

non-slaveholding St a t es are chargeable; and i f the Union s hall 

be destroyed on them will rest t he s olemn re spon s i b ility." Governor 

Letcher tra ced the work of the abolitioni s ts i n incendiary ma teria l 

sent throush the mails, in arms sent t o slaves, in "pe r sona l 

libe rty l aws", and in the J ohn Brown r a i d e.t Harper's Ferry. 

a 
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The Gov~rnor s hov ed tha t the free- s l a v e pa rity 

in Congress had b een de s troyed by ortherners, and quoted Lincoln's 

11 House Divided'; speech to demonstra te the c r isi s preci pitated by 

his elec t ion to t he Presidency. Mr. Letcher then sa i d tha t in his 

opinion a dissolution of the Union would re eult in the formation 

of four conf ederacies instead of t wo. New ngl and and New York 

would form one, t he Cotton States of Georg i a , Alabama , North and 

outb Ca rolina , and Florida another, the Pacific Coast States 

anot her, and the Border States , the Mis s issip91 Valley St a tes, 

And the Old Northwes t would form a f ourth . "'I'hese re sults are bad 

enough , but may be much worse," he remarked. He said tha t it wa s 
I 

unusual tha t Vir inia had t aken no firm stand on the refusa l of 

the gov ernors of Ohio a nd Iowa to s urrende r s l aves indicted fo r 

in surrection a. t nari:,;e r' s Ferry . 

Gove r nor Letche r decl .red t ha t t he ca lling of 

a .St a te Conve ntion wa s unnecessary as the Le gisla ture could t ake 

ca re of the s it ulition a t the time. He s uggested tha t commissioners 

be sent to t he va ri ous St a tes to try to reach an ad jus t ment, ex

cept in the ca se of 1 ew En gland, where "purita nism has no re spect 

for human constitutions." 

He stated tha t the adjus t ments ne xessary we r e: 

The "pers ona l liberty l aw s" shouud be re pealed by the St ates tha t 

had pas sed such l aws . Sl av ery s hould n ot be disc antinued in the 

Di s trict of Columbia unles s Maryland did the s ame and not then 

unless t he citizens of t he District shouhd de1 nd it. The equality 

of the St a tes and Territories should be protedted and pe rsonal 

propert y shouhd be insured agains t loss. Transmission of slaves 

should not be i nterfered with. Punishment of slave raiders from 
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the No rth should be guaranteed. The Feder a l Government should be 

r es tra ined from appoi nt ing to loca l off i ce in t he slave holdlng 

St a t e s men not in sympa t hy with their i ns titutions. 

Mr. Le tehe r then a t ta cked t he rothern belief t ha t 
,---.. 

nonQslaveholders would not fi ght for the St a te • as erroneous and 

insul ting. In 1860 , he said, 53,824 p er s on s pa id t axes on slaves, 

159,088 on l and , and 201,000 on property other than slaves and 
non-

l and. The/s laveholders , he stated , were interested in this slave 

prope rty and in the common prospe rity. 

The Governor declared hi s b elief in Vi r g inia 's 

St a tes Ri ghts doctrine, and "unqual ified hostility to t he doctrine 
I 

of coercion by the Federal Government." :-Ie sa i d tha t he would 

r esis t t he a ttem9t of Fe de r a l troops to cross Virginia 's boundaries 

to Vi r e, inia.' s so il, or to go throu h t he St ate fo r this purpose. 

"The citizenx of Virginia who wi l l not re sp on d to her c 9,ll, is a 

tra itor to he r ri ghts and her honor." 

Mr . Letcher recalled t he Hartford Conven t i on and 

expre ssed t he desire tha t New Engl and would secede. " They have 

orig inated mor e t r ouble, ca used more s trife, and crea t ed more 

hatred, dissension, and d ivision in our country than a ll the other 

States combined." This se ct ion had continually opposed the ac

qui s ition of new territory, he said, and he believed tha t with 

t hem o ut of the way the rest of the St a tes could se ttle their 

diffe r en ces . "The times requi r e orudence, wi sdom, and pa trioti sm; 

union , ha rmony, a nd conciliation," he sta t ed . 

'rhe Governor t hen showed how valuabl e a comme rce 

be t ween Norfolk and Eur ope would be to t he St a te. He sa i d tha t 

t he trade of the Nort hwe s t and the n ew Southw e s t wo uld be brought 
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to Norfolk by r a ilroads. This would increas e the s ize of the 

cities , the value of the l and, a nd t he general prosperity of the 

St a te. This should all bet ~rnn into co nsideration)il he warned, 

i n dec i ding wha t course Virginia wa s to pursue. 

" In conclusion, I have but to add , tha t the 

will of Virginia will furnish an inf l exi ble rul e for t he d irection 

of my own a ction. My destiny is linke d indis s olubly with hers. In 

the expre es ive language of Ruth, 1 1 hither thou g oest, I will go; 

and whe re thou lodgest, I will lod ge. Thy people shall be my people, 
2 

and thy God, my God 1 • " 

No explana tion of the se sentiments is necessary. 
I 

'rhe Governor's attitude was no t uncommon a t the time in Virginia. 

It i s one eBpre es ive of displeasure at the a ctions of the extremists 

on both sides of the question, and de s irous of Virginia's pursuing 

an• independent and hono r able course. The intense loyalty to the 

Old Domini on, s o m" r ked in many of he r lead i ng ci tizens,is a l s o 

a prominent ex_ r e ssion in this a ddress. 

On April 25 the Lexington Ga zette pupli s hed 

a proclama tion by the Governor to t he effect tha t a s the United 

St ates had not the 1 egal right to wa ge war on t he seceding States, 

and as t he Fede r" l lovernment thre a tened Virginia with the passage 

of troop s over her te rri tory for this avowed purpose , a ll State 

troops shouhd hold themselves in re ad iness for orders to -:: t ake the 
3 

field. This proclamation is merely a definite step in sup poEt of 

the Gove r nor's expressed purpose not to a llow Vir~inia. 's boundaries 

to be crossed by an a r my bent on coercion of the Cotton St ates . 

2. The Va lley Star, Janua ry 17, 1861 

3. The Lexington Gazette, April 25, 1861 
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The let t er of Gove rnor Le tc he r, re plying to 

the Secretary of War's re quest tha t Vi r ginia f urni s h her quota 

of t roop s for the United States army, ap peared in t h Lexington 

Gazette on the s ame da te a s t he procla mat ion just mentioned . The 

secon d pa r a gr a ph is t he s i gn ifican t one and is quo t ed he re . 

"In reply t o thi s communica tion ( t he Secr e

t a ry's lette r ) I have only to s ay tha t t he Militia of Virg i nia 111 

not be f ur ni shed to t he powers a t W .s hington f or any s uc h purpose 

as t hey have in v i ew . Your object i s to subjuca t e t he Sout hern 

St a t e s, and a requi s ition made upon me for suc h an object - an ob

j ect , in my ~µ4sment, not within the p urview of the Con s titution 
I 

or the Act of 1795 will no t be compl i ed with . You have chosen to 

inaugura te civil w r, and having done so we will mee t i t, in a 

spirit a s de termined a s t he dmini etra tion ha s exhi b ited towa rds 

t he Sout h . 

Re spe ctful ly , 

( signed) 4 John Le tcher·· 

This l e tter is a l s o me r ely a n act of ca rrying 

out the vi ew s pr eviously e xpr e ssed in his me s sa e to t he Legis

l a ture. Nothi ng mo re of pa r t i cula r i mportance a ppea rs in the 

coun ty pa.pars concerning the Gove rnor's utterances. His poei t ion 

s e ems to have b een pe r mea ted by a love and loya lty to Virg inia, 

a de s i re f or con c i lia tion and comp~omi se if t hi s were pos s ible 

without sacrif icing e ither t he inte re s t s or t he honor of the 

St a te, B.nd a dete r ::n ination t o uphold both of the se a t a ll costs. 
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JO H.i.\J W. BROCKENBROUGH, DELEGATE TO ·rHE WASHI NGTON CONFERENC'E 

At the suggestion of Gove r nor Letcher the Le gislature 

of Virg i n ia called a conven tion of all the State s for the purpose 

of adjus ting the difficulties confronting them. This conference 

met in Washin gton from Februa ry f ourth until February t wenty-sev

enth 1861, de l egates be ing presen t from t wenty-one States. 

One of the delegates wa s Judge John ,i' . Broc kenbrough 

of Virginia and of Rockbridge county. He wa s one of the nost 

prominen t men in the county at this time and was the founder of 
I 

the Lexington Law School in 1849 which wa s incorporated as the 

l aw school of Va shing ton and Lee University under General Robert 

E. Lee's administra tion. 

He was very active in public affairs and his speeches 

in the Wa shington meeting , his resolutions there, and two im~ 

portant letters he wrote rela tive to the conference are presented 

here a s indi cative of the views of one of Rockb ridge county 's 

gre a t men of the time. In reply to two groups of petitioners , 

asking him to be a cand i date for a _l a ce on the Virginia delega

tion to the Wa shington convention, he expre ssed himself as follows: 

" •.• if the people of Rockbridge so will it, every 

effort of which I am capable shall be exerted to r es tore the Union 

to its Constitut ional ba sis, and to av ert the ho r rors of i mpen

ding c i vil war ••.• 

"A written Constitution, limiting and de fining the 

powers of gov ernment, 11,. ls the gr ~nd idea of the American mind: 

••• But the grea t value of a written Con s titution, con s ists in its 



powe r to protect the r i gh t s of minoritie s ••• To justify such 

ho stile legisla tion •.• the e,uaran tee s of the Const itution are 

i neid ioualy destroyed , and •.• t he politica l Je s uit •.• r esorts to 

a highe r l aw to jus tify the mos t flag r ant usurpa tion •.•. The 

liber ti e s of a brave free people ma y be lo s t by trea che ry never 

b y assault •..• 

"Fellow citizens, the Union tha t the Cons titution gave 

us no longe r exists •.• Forthern gr eed of powe r under the specious 

cloak of religio us fana tici sm ••• has culmina ted in the e l ec tion 

of a Sectiona l Fre s i dant by a pur e ly sectiona l vote •••• The Southern 

Sta tes a re re duc ed •.• to ••• subjugated provinces ••• If milita ry 

co e rc i on i s a ttempted a ••• civil wa r 1 will be the i mmediate and 

inevit ble result, and whe ther i t termina t e s in the victory or 

def ea t of the a gg r ess ive party t he con seque nces will b e equally 

aeplora ble •••• How can it be averted ••• by t he unflinc hing firmne ss 

of the b order Southern States exhausting all honorable efforts to 

preven t the ef f usion of blood, yet prepared to encounter all the 

hor rors of wa r r a t he r t han a ccept pea ce a t t . e p rice of their lost 

liberty •..• Virginia l s des tined to pl ay an important part ••• Let 

her Convention agr ee upon a n ulti ma tum dema,nd ing t ha t new guar~an

t ees be engr aft ed upon the Constitution declaratory of it s t r ue 

princip les before t hey were pe r vert ed by the dominant t',a.~tion .... 

I f the dem ,nds ••• ~e re j e c ted •.• Virgi n i a and a ll he r s isters of 

the bord er s hould instantly withd r aw from a ll a s s ocia tion wi th 

the r~orthern St a t ee - Such de t ernin ed a ct ion •.• will secure them 

... f rom inva s ion •.• from the orth . The f i f t e en ~o uthe rn St a t e s 

••• could nev er be conquered at home ••• ten s of t housands of 

gen erous spirit s a t t he North ••• who will t ake no part aga ins t us, 

or e lse will be co me •.• a llies of the , outh •••• A new and powerful 
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Confederacy would s prin g f r om t he ashe s of t he old •••• P rod ucing 

a s t aple wh ic h now affords p r of itabl e e mpl oy ment t o t he i nd us try 

of t he civi l ized world , it woul d b e t o the intere s t o f all n a tions 

to c ultivate re l a t i ons of e a ce with he r - Vlru inia wo uld b ecome 

the chief manuf a cturing S t t e of the new Conf e de r a cy •••• l e t ir

g inia p urs ue a line of p olicy whic h will •.• cond uc e to a peaceable 

s epa r a tion f rom t he St a t es of the North. She ha s neve r i nv aded 

the r i g h ts of a ny other St a te; l 6 t he r de f e d her own wi t h a 

di gn' ty an d c ourage worthy of he r f ormer renown •••• 

" Such a re the views I ente rta in •.• The y will gov

ern my a ction as a membe r of the Conv e n tion, ••• 
1 

( si e5n,.ed) Jo hn W. Broc irnnbrough 

Judge Broc ke nbrou gh s eems in t h i s l e tt er to l ay 

pr a ctica l l y a ll of the blAme for t he e x i s ting cond iti~ns a t t he 

d oor o f t he ort h . Howeve r the ty pica l a ttilute of d e si ring Vir

g inia to purs ue a c a utious a nd indep endent c ourse is promi nent 

he re . Perha p s t he r e i s mo re of a t hrea t in h is views as ex_ r es s ed 

here tha n i n those of n ove r nor Le t c he r b e f o r e t he r eal cri s is. 

On Feb rua r y 22 in the Con f e re n ce a t ~ a shi~g ton 

rnr. Bro ckenb roug h spok e to e s t abli sh Virginia ' s p os i tion, a n d to 

def end a n d explain i t. 

"I r epres ent an old and honorabl e Commonwe a lth. 

I spe a k re membe ring t he max i m tha t ' a soft a nswer turneth away 

wr a th.' But I shoul d d isrega r d my d uty if I d id not r eply to what 

was sa id a fe w d ay s ago, in a rra i gn ment - in unfa ir a nd i mproper 

a rraignment, of Virginia. 

" Virginia occup i e s no mena cing p osition, nor 

1. The Lexing ton Gazette, Janua ry 24, 1861 
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attitude of hostility towa r d t he Uni ·:m or her si s ter t a t e s . Vir

s ini kn ows tha t ' eterna l vig ilance is the price of liberty.' She 

knows , too, t ha t t here i s good pol i cy in t he max i m, 'in pea ce pre 

pare for war.' He r a ction is only suc h as i s d icta t ed by a prudent 

fore sig ht. Bow unk i nd , t hen, a re s uc h t a unt s aga i n s t Vir e,inla , the 

mot he r of us a ll, She comes he re in a pat e rna l spirit; she desires 

to pre se rve t he Un ion; she disd ins to employ a menace; s he kn ows 

tha t s he can neve r s e cure the coopera t ion of brave men by employing 

mena ces. No~ She wishes to us e a ll her efforts to perpe tua te the 

re i gn of peace. 

"An othe r say s we are s ee k i n to s e cur e an amendment t o 

the Con stitution by t he ern oloy:nent o:y uncons tit utiona l means, and 

tha t th is~ee ting is a revoluti ::mary mob - tha t the se eminent men 

N • I I of the country a s sembled here, constitute a mob • . o, sir • . ,. o. 

"I c annot f or my life s o consider it. This is merely 

an advisory body. We are here to devise an adjustment, a nd to lay 

it b e f ore Congress. We a re exercising the ri ht of _eti tion , and 

t ha t is a sa cre d ri ght. Is thi s r evolutionary? No, eir ! You i ns ist 

tha .... Congre s s should receive a petition, a l tho ugh tha t body has 

no ri ght to a ct up on it. If so , how much mo re should our pesition 

be rece ived when we s eek to preserve the Uni on, and whe n the 

Con s titution expres s l y a uthorize s Cong r e s s to act in such a ca se . 

"The entleman fro m Vermon t sa i d la s t even1n 8:, , tha t a 

pl edg e f rom the South to ab i de by the re sult wo uld be a condi~ion 

prece den t to the s ubmis s ion of the pro pos ition a t all, ~n d ye t he 

s ays he cannot p l edge Vermont. Why, t hen, does he ask u e to pledge 

Virg inia ? 

" r, ell that i s the pledge we have no authority to give. 

We ca nn ot a ccep t t he se proposi tion s as a boon from any section. 
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re must have t hem a s a ri ght, or not a t a ll. 

11 But l e t me addr e s s myse lf a t once to the momen

tus question. It s eems tha t we can agree upon every t h i ng but thi s 

que stion of s l ave r y in the Territories . So far a s tha t eubject is 

con ce rned, Vir i n i a has de clared t ha t she will a ccept the Crit

tenden re solution s . She and he r s out he rn sisters will s t and upon 

and ab ide by t hem . I f gen tlemen. will come up to this 'Basi s of ad

jus t ment with manly firmnes s , the e l e ctric wires will flas h a 

t hrill of joy to the he a rts of the pe ople this very hour. Why not 

come up t o it li ke men? 

" The Supreme Court has lready establi shed the 

rights of the South, so fa r a s thi s,, question is concerned, upon 

the basis which i s satisfa ctory. Under t he Dred Scott d ecision, 

the popple of the South have the right to g o into any portion of 

t he fe rritory with the ir slaves . You, gentlemen of the Nor th, will 

not abide by tha t decision . You have dec l a re d in your platform tha t 

it i s a nlse r abl e dogma. How can we be satisfied with such a guar

antee for our ri ghts a s tha t? 

"But it l s sa i d tha t this part of t he Dred 

Scott de cision is onl y an abiter d ictum; tha t the que s tion wa s not 

pr esented b y the re cord . 'r his i s not s o. As wa s said by Boverno:c 

Wickliffe, the other day , t he re were two que s tions in tha t ca se. 

The judgement of t he co urt was upon them both, and both we re pre

sen te d by the record. 

•·we know tha t t h e dominant pa rty ha s e lected a 

Pres ident on a pur e ly ssdtional is s ue, and in deadly hostility 

to our institution s . We believe, fr om all t he i nd i cations of the 

times , tha t our in s ti tutions a r e utterly i nse cure . The r efore we 

a sk t hese gua rantees. Give them to us , and f rom t ha t time you 



27. 

will resto r e pea c e an d q uiet to the cou._n try. You a t on ce a t t a ch 

the Borde r St a te s firmly to you f orev e r. I hope you will do so; 

b ut I tell you tha t the Borde r 
7\ 

t a t e s ca nn o t be reta ined ules s you 
I\ 

will con sent t o g ive suc h g ua rantees a s will bring b a ck the s e ceded 

Sta t e s , and uni t e us a ll i n a g lorious confede r at ion . 

" Sentiment s hav e be e n utte r e d h e re tha t r a te 

ha rs hly on the minds of So ut he rn g en t l emen. It is s a i d that this 

is a war of i d e a s. If s o, t hen there is certainly tha t irrepressible 

conflict abo u t which we have he a r d so much. But it is not true 

tha t slave s e xclude free l abor. Come to the harvest ho me s of · estem 

Virginia . There you will s e e the union of white a nd black l abor -

see the t wo races worl{ing ha rmoni ousl7 togethe r. The me cha nics are 

white, the fiel d ha nds a re bla ek. Those only make s uch as sertions 

who know no t h i ng a b out it. 

aYou insist at the forth that slavery is a sin. If 

it is a s you claim it to be, & sin, the sum of a l l villanies, then 

we ma y a s well s epa r a te. We c annot live tog ether longer. 

i'If we c annot have the aid of other sections, the 

Borde r States must t a ke the sub ject into their own hands, and settle 

ti.t for themselves. These State s, with one exception, have shown 

a mo s t excellent spirit. Let them all come up t o the work toda y; 

on this nata l day of Wa shing ton, of whom it wa s s a id t hat n a ture 
in order 

had d enied him children,/tha t he mi g ht be indeed the Fa ther of 

his Country. New J e rsey h a s mo s t nob ly respond e d, throug h he r ~1s

ting uished sons, but especially throug h the voice of that el~quent 

man, who swept with a ma ste r hand the chords of the human hea rt, 

in his remar k s here , a nd tones of heav enly mu s ic re sponded to the 

touch. 
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' 1 'rhe whol e nat i on stands on tip t oe a wa i ting 

t he fina l re s ul t of t he ction of t hi s 6 onf e r ence. All se ctions 

a r e r eady to ma ke sacrifice s, but sa cr i f ice s a r e not r equ i red. Let 

us a ct, and t hen go home. A gr a teful p:pople will ]}ind the wre th 

of v ic t ory a r ound your b r ows, for ' Pe a ce ha th he r vic t ori e s not 

l e ss t han war.' 

t,we make no appe a l t o the sympa thie s of 

gentl emen. We a sk you to do jus tice, s i mpl e j us tice to t he 

South . Do it , and you will do honor t o your s elve s. ··.' ive us the 

guaran tees we a s k, and my wor d for it, you will see t he s e ceded 

St a t e s co111i ng ba ck one b y one, and we shall s e e our se lves once 

more a hap py and a united pe ople~ 11 2 
I 

The chief addi ti on i n t hi s s pee ch t qt he views 

pr evi ous ly expre s sed in the l e t ter is tha t Virg inia would be 

sa ti sfi ed with t he provi s i on s of t he Crittenden co~promi se a s an 

ad jus t ment. Speak i n on a n amend .ten t rega r di ng t he mea n s of ac

quiring territory, Mr . Br oc kenbrough sa i d : 

" I feel a deep s olicitude in t hi s subject. We 

a re he r e f or t he pur pos e of sett l i ng a grea t d i f ficulty . In stead 

of s e t tling , we s ha ll add to it by pl a cing the se unneces sa ry ob

s t r uctions in t he wLy of a cqui r i ng te r ri t or y , in the future. Yould 

not the South be s a fer by t he adoption of thi s g uar antee? It is 

t he only one , a side from t he f irst se ction, whic h gi ves the South 

a gr a in of powe r . rye cannot to on with t hi ngs a s t hey a re - only 

s ev en St a t e s to con t end with all the r es t of the na tion . We mus t 

a l l des i r e that the se cede d States shoul d return to t he Union . 

How a re t hey to come ba ck ? By t rea t y , or by t he wword? ' ho will 

. 2 .L . E. Chi t tenden, A Repor t of t he Deba t e s and Proc eeding s i n t he 
Sec re t Ses s ions of t he Conf erence Convention . 
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not prefer to win them bac k by adopting principles in our a mend

ments whi ch will ma ke it for their intere s t to return? If the 

a mendment is adopted, no future territo rr will be acquired with

out the consen t of a majority of Sena tors on both sides of the 

line . Re~ect this, and I have not the slightes t hope of eve r see

ing the seceded St a tes aga in in t he Union. I believe this amend

ment will me e t t he wishes of a l a r g e ma jority of the pe ople of 
3 

This gives s ome idea of the sort of proposition · tr. 

Broc kenbrough wa s wi lling to suppor t a s necessa ry to Virg in ia 's 

welfa re, and in the following extract may be seen t he kind of 

pl a n he would op 0ose. The plan prov .ded for remuner a tion of 

slave owners for esca ped slaves by the Federa l Government. Such 

remun e r a tion would canc e l t he for me r owner's rights in the slave. 

1 r. Brockenbrough's opj e ctions are to the point. 

"By this amendment you are inaugurat ing a system of 

cove rt emancipa tion t o which t he outh can never submit . We protest 

aga ins t its adop tion. The a,r gument upon which you seek to sustain 

it is a f a l se one. How ca n the owner receive the ful l va lue of 

his rescued slave when he himself , a s a citizen and a t ax-payer , 
4 

pays a part of the price?" 

Mr. Broc kenbro u h a l s o pro posed an amendment to t he 

first sec t ion of the proposed Consti tutiona l amendmen t whereby, 

" The ri ghts of t he s lave St a t es shall be protected 

by a ll depa rtmen ts of the te r ritoria l gove rnmen t during its con-
5 

tinuance." 

This, he explained , was to make cle a r and d~finite 

the ri ghts of s l ave holders. 

3 .L. E . Chittenden, A Report of the Debates and Proceedings. 4 Ibid . 
5. I bid . 
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made 

After t he Conferenc e t he Virg i n i a commi s s i oners 

r eport to the Legislature of the State. · s J·udge Broc ken-

bro ugh we s unab l e to lbe present he wrote a l e t te r to t he othe r 

com~i ss i oner e from Virg inia , on. Jo hn Tyl e r and Hon . George w. 

Summers , and thi s wa s a t ta c hed to thei r repor t. The letter fol l ows: 

"Gentlemen :- I beg l eave to addr ess you as two 

of the commi ss ione r s .•. in t he l a te Peace Conference in vashi ngton 

••• and to sta te my vi e s in referenc e to t he r es ul ts of t ha t 

conference . " He then complimented t he ssembly on pa s s ing the 

Act ca l l ing the Conference, and stated t hat the -Ct gave the Crit

t enden compromis e as t he ba si s of a d jus t ment . This wa s contra sted 

with Conference plan of ad jus t ment afa regard to t he line of 36° 

30' , say i ng fina lly, tha t though the former mi ght be construed 

to be as good a s the latter; "Wha t ever t he true construe t ion of 

it be, it is a mos t we i ghty obj ection to it , tha t it admi t s of 

vari ous i n t e r preta. tions ." The Conference pl an d i d not so well 

prot:ct t r1er i e,ht s of s l aveholders he sa i d , a s "The terms ••• a re neg

ative only ." He gave a s his opinion that the s e ction of the pl an 

t hen unde r discuss i on gave s l aveholders suff icient protection. 

"Upo every sound principl e of interpretation , I think t ha t the 

rights of t he ma s ter to his slaves, §£ property, a re protected by 

t hi s s ection. " 

''The second section introduces a new, and a s I 
f'"i -ne iple 

t hink , va luable-••• So far a s t he acquisi t ion of future te r -

ritory i s concerned , it cre a t e s a d ua l Sena te, by an eq ua l par

t ition of powe r b etween the t wo sections of the Sena te.·• '11 his he 

e l a bo re. t ed , s ay in tha t northern Mexico and .., uba we re the only 

l i ke ly territ~ri a l a cquisitions south of the l ine 36° 30 ', and 

t ha t even if the North should try to check the South on these it 
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would be impos e ible as Cuba wa s na tura lly slave nd the Mexican 

territory could e a sily be devided equal ly. The advantage of t his 

~len wa s t ha t t he South could che c k the orth in its a cq ui s ition 

of f ree territory. 

The third section rega r ded non - interference with 

slav ery whe r e it existed and did no t d iffer from the Crittenden 

pl an , Judge Broc kenbrough expla ined . 

" 'r he act i on pr ohibiting the f orei n s l ave tra de 

by Consitutional amend- en t i s objectionable si mply because it was 

wholly unnecessary," he sta ted. 

"The seventh and l as t sec tion of the Confe r ence 

s c he me i e very much le s s sa ti sfs,ctory the.n the cor responding one 

in Mr. Crittenden's plan." This, he explained, was because the 

t he payment for fugitive s l aves w~s mad e fr,om the public trea sury 

inst ea d of by those who prevented redress of the outrage. It 

fo r ced the outh to pay part of the indemni ty for '' a wrong com

mitted ae,ain s t herself." 

The Jud ge continued: '' ••• it is clear tha t the Crit

tenden pl an i s far preferable to tha t of the l a te Peace Conference • 

••• we struggl ed to live up to the very l etter of our commis s ion 

by obtaining an a dj us t ment on the basis of the forme r plan, ••• !V e 

we re uniformly voted down by tha t inexorable m jori ty~ • 'The pl an 
-.. 

wac voted an by sec t ion s, Virginia voting aga i ns t two of t hem , 

hes id, and tha t he would have voted for the plan a s a whole 

beca use he believed his constituents in We ste rn Virginia would 

so have voted. 

e concluded : The momentus issue must now b e de

cided by 11 the Convent i on now a ssembl ed to give expres s ion to her 

( Virg inia ' s ) so l emn will. 1 y earnest prayer is that true wi s dom 
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may conduct he r s afe ly and honorably out of t hi s gre a t cri s is. 

Every l oya l s on of her' s awa i ts the i ssue wi th intense s olicitude, 

and f or myself I will sa.y tha t my de s t i ny is bound up ind i s solubly 

with he re . 

'?/am, ,en t l emen, most cor d i ally 

"Your f r i end 

( Si gn ed ) "John \ . Brocl( nb rough 

The f i nal wo r ding of th i s l e tte r i s not unli ke in 

letter, and a l moe t i den tica l i n s pirit with the elos ing of Gov

ernor Le tc her' s a ddres s to t he Leg i s l a ture quoted above. His 

vi ew s on t he Con fe rence a r e interesting in t hems elve s , and t he 

quota tions given s how hi s at t i tude t <Y be no t v ery diffe r en t 

f rom t ha t of t he Gove r n or. However , he s eems l ess optomi st ic 

as to the poss i b ility of a Jatia~aetory ad jus t ment, tha n wa s 

t he Governor a t thi s pe riod. ~ is st r ong sens e of honor and 

St a t e pride f i nd s a model i n the spe ech of Letc her. ' e i s , 

perhap s a l ittl e mo re r e ady to make a br e a k , but is st ill 
,me'l'I-C

careful , and r e dy to con cede much to ma1rn an ad jus\, i n ac cord 

with the wishe s of hi s con s tituents, as he be lieves t he m to be . 

6 . The Lexington ra zette, _!a rch 21, 1861 

6 



33. 

SAM TI!,"'L Mc D . MOORE AND J A:c·~s B . DOR!V'u , DB;L EGA TES 

TO rrHE VI RGI NI A CONVENTION 

The Virg inia S t ate Conven tion, which convened 

on Feb rua ry 1 3 , wa s cal le d to consid er the state of the Un ion 

and what Virg inia ' s attitude ~rd it should be . It 's a cts a nd 

the utte r ances of the delegates a ttend ing bear more direc tly, 

therefore , on t he subject of aeoeielhon than a ny other acts or 

exp re s sionB , 

·Samuel ~cD. Moore a nd J ame s B. Dorillan rep-
/ 

r esen t ed Rockbrid ge a oun ty at the 6onvention, a nd the i r sta te-

ments of policy be f or e their election, r esol~tions they p resented 

to the assembly , and spe e c hes they mad e befo r e it, will constitute 

the ma teria l of this chao ter , wi th the add ition of a · lette r writ

ten by Mr. Moore to a f riend in the County while Mr. Moore was 

in Richmond a tten ding t h e Conven tion . 

As officia l repre s en t a tives of Rockbridge 

county to t he Convention which was to decide Vi r g i n i a 's, and 

conse q uen tly Roc kbridg e aounty's, course in t he "ir repressible 

conflict", their seeess ion at titudes s hould be mo re or l ess 

truly reflec t ive of those of a maj ority of Roc kbridge citizens . 

Announcing his c a n dida cy Mr . Moore sa id: 

..... I sha ll be in favor of preserving t h e Un ion 

•.• on suc h terms as wi ll s ecure to the people of Virg inia, the 
-

full enj oyment of all their pro eperity and righ ts. If it c a nn ot 

be pres e rved t hen I shall favor forming a New Confedera cy includ

ing a ll the states tha t will g ive satisfactory guar ante e s ••. of a ll 

our rig hts •.•• t he Tew En • l and State s cannot and will not ive such 
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• • • g ua r antees ••• t here for e it will b e n e ~es sary to exclude those 

St a t es •.• I think that a ll the othe r States will ultima tel y co 1e 

into new Confederacy on satisfactory terms. 

"I sha ll ins ist if a New Confed e r a cy i s f ormed •.. 

t ha t t he Con s titution s hall p roh i b it t he reop en ing of the fr ica n 

Sl v e r ade •.• tha t t he revenue ••• shall, wheneve r practicable, b e 

r a iied by d uti es on foreign i :rnports , nd tha t the government •.• 

shall nev er , excep t in cases of absolute n ece s si t y .•• i mpose a ny 

d i rect t a x on the pe otle • 

..... Virg inia c an nev er become v e ry pros perous 

excep t as a manufac tur i n g St ate, for whic h she i s better adapted 

than any other St a te in the Union. The New En g l and St ates have a l
/ 

ready b ull t up t he ir manufacturtrlng . .. d e sire preventing co mpeti-
'--

tion i n the mi ddle St a tes •.• t h i nk ••• no evi l will be li ke ly to 

re s ult from t h e 1Je w En g l a n d St a tes being excluded from a New 

Confedera cy when formed . 

"I am stron- ·ly i n f a vor of t h e a cts of t he pro-

posed Convention being s ubmitted t o he pe ople f or r a tif ica tion or 

rejection •.•• 

" My earnest wi sh is t ha t in the present eme r gency 

Virg i n ia shal l a ct f irmly, 0a utiously, a n d wisely. That she shall .. 
t ake no step which s0-e may hereafter have ~eson to regret , or be 

compe lled t o recede from .·• 

( Si gnedQ s . McD. Moore 

.-. Moore seems to b l ame New ~n gl a n d for mo s t 

of the trouble. In v i ew o f the acc u sation so often made by the 

r or t h a nd the lower South tha t Virg i ni a was a"slave bre ed ing " 
-

1 

St a te,~ Moo r e~ declaration aga in s t reop ening the A~r i c a n lave 

1. The Lexington Ga.xette, J anuary 24, 18 61 



35. 

trad e is interes ting. He i s obvious ly anxious to do the best 

t hing to rotect Virginia ' s interests and to do nothing in a 

hurry. 

James B . Dor man ' s a cc ep t an ce of the re q ue s t 

that he be a ca nd idate n e ed s no comment . After decl a ring hi ms elf 

in f avor of referring the Convent i on ' s concl usions to the voters 

he said : 

"In conclus ion, tha t I have been nomina ted as 

a Un i on man , and s uch I am , hone stly and firmly •••• I conf i dently 

bel iev e thatthi s fina l ap oe a l will be successful. But sh8uld it 

prove fruitl ess , I shall no t speculate upon t he position t hen to 

be t aken; f or the best would a l mos t inevitably involve civil war , 
I 

and it 1'.l ould only t hen re ma in t o meet and c ce pt the duties of the 

ho un with p t r i otic sorrow, but 1th manly firmne ss." 

( Si gned ) J ames B. Dorman 

Repl yi ng t o anothe r dele a te in t he Convention 

a. Moore sa i d tha t he did not intend to be bound hand and foot 

2 

to the Cotton States. He said tha t t hey had no t consulted Virginia, 

and t ha t he would hesita te to go with them until he knew the t e rms. 

He sa i d tha t the ]Legisla ture had sai d t oo muc h and that the Con

vention should ma ke the decis i onJwith the pe opl e behind it a s t he y 

were . He wo uld neither be hurried out of t he Union, ~o r ke pt in 

it by pre cipitat e a ction he de l lare d . He would submit to ne ithe r 

the North or the South, but would ma int~in t he rights of Vir

ginia . " 'I'he Republicans will shortly have the purse and t he sword . 

There is nothing l eft in t he purse, ( Laught e r) and as to the s word; 

Vi r g i n i a could no t be fo rce d i nto a wrong pos ition by a ll t he arm i es 

a>. 'I'he Lexington Ga zette, J'anue. ry 31, 1861 
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in the United States."~ Moore said that at the prope r time he 

wo uld underta ke to s how tha t t he inte r ests of Virginia a nd t he 

Cotton St a te s were in confl i c t, a s the policy of free ports and 

direc t taxa tion which wa s desired by the Stat e s of the lowe r 

South, would not suit Virginia.3 

On February 25, ~ Mo '.J re made a long s _ e ech in 

s up .,o r t of some re sol utions he pr es ented I in which he w s s trong 

for Virginia's ri~hts an d interestj and r a t he r hard on the extre m

ist s . After the Convention ad journed fo~ the day and I r. Moore 

had r e pa ired to h is hotel, the sec ess ionists made quite a n ad

verse demonstra tion in front of it. This demonstra tion will be 

described 1 n the words of 1he Valley1Star a f t er t he speech has 

been presented: 

" Mr. Moore, of Rockbridge"-"! de s ire to offer cer-

t a in r esolutions; and to follo , t hem wi th some r emar k s if I c e..n • make myself heard. They read as f ollows : 

"l. Resolved, Tha t t he conduct of the so-ca lled free 

St ate s in r esis ting the execution of the fug itive slave law - in 

refusin6 to give up c r imina ls fleeing from jue tice - and in s eeking 

to deprive the Southern States of any portion of the common territory 

of the na tion, an d of their citizens, in circul ~ting incendi a ry 

pamphlets a mongx us - in f urnishing a r ms to band s of assassins to 

invade our borders and murde r our people, an d with other flagrant 

wrong s, i s s uch a s to require promp t ~epa!7Btion of the injuries 

inflicted and to justify Virginia in demand i ng , as she d oes demand, 

full and ample security that those wrongs shall not be re pea ted. 

J.The Lexington Gaxette, February 21, 1861 
4.See subsequent note 4 
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"2 . Resolved, That Virginia can neve r consent to beco me a membe r 

of any confede r a cy, by t he Constitution of which, the reopening 

of the African slave trade i s not pro hi bited. 

"3• Resolved , Tha t Virgi n i a will not be come a membe r- o f any Con

fe dera cy the government of which, e xcept unde r extraor d inary cir

cumst an ces, is to be supported by d irect t axation. 

"4. Re s olved , 'l'hat t his Conv ention doth ap ~,rove of the amendment 

to t he Consti tut ion of the United State s proposed by the Critten

den r esoluti ons; and decl a r e its r e ad i ness to ac cept the s ame a s 

a satisf ctory ad jus t ment of existing controvers ies b e t we en the 

Nor thern and Southern St a tes. 

"5 . Res olved, Tha t in t he event of t rfe amendments referred to , or 

othe r eq uivalen t amendments to the Constitution not being adopted, 

Vi r ginia will be ready to enter into a compa ct wi th s uc h St Rte s 

as will agree t o adopt said amendments , by waich the presen t ov

ernment of t he United State s shall be declared to be d i ssolved, 

a s t o t he St a t es s o agr ee ing , and tha t they will t henceforth con

stitute a new Confedere.cy unde r the Con s ti tut ion so a mended, from 

which all the St a tes not so agreeing shall be excluded • 5 

.die· Moore s .id tha t he presente d the first r esolu

tion to s how the c onflic ting desires of Virginia and the s e ceded 

St a t e s. ·• They have lo s t no slaves ••• we a lone have been the sufferers 

•••• The ir rea l g ro und for di ssatis fa ction lies 1n the ~pe r a tion 

of t he t ariff. They a re f or fre e trade and direct t a xa tion, and 

I ma i nt a i n tha t our inte r ests demand tha t we shall have a revenue 

to s upport an ;r new government tha t may be formed , and tha t tha t 

revenue shall a r ise fro m duties on i r ports. 

5. Virginia Convention, 1861 - J ourna l of the Convent ion 



"The r e i s then a di r ec t conf lict between our in

t erests a.nd thos e o f t he se ceded St a t es." iJr"· Moor e then quoted 

the ove r nor of South Carolina in s a i ng t ha t they had "b een re ady 

fo r forty year s to demand a divi s i on of t he Union, and t hey onl y 

wanted a pretext to make an effort to d i sso lve i t.;, This showed, 

Mr. Moore point e d out, tha t t he causes of d i ssa tisfa c t i on in Vir

ginia , which were of recent origin we re not the same as t hose of 

Sout h Carolina . 

"Now, sir, wha t is t heir rea l ca use of compl a int? 

They a re but t wo, and t he se s tick s o promi nen tly tha t you cannot 

f a il to s ee them. 

"They a re op _osed to ny colle c tion of e.ny duties 

on goods b r ought i nto t he country and t hey want free trade and d ir

ect t axa tion. Sir, t he election of Lincoln, of which they now com

pl a in, and which t hey pre sent as t he ir chief ca use for s e cession 

is not t he t r ue cause . And even if it was t hey a l one a r e respon

s ible fo r hi s e lection, for it was t he na t ur a l resul t of the course 

t he:r p ursued in the Cha r le ston Conven tion." The speaker then stated 

tha t Dougl a s wa s the only Democra t who coul d have won and tha t the 

party split1caus ed by t he Breckenridge e lemen\ beat Dougl a s. There 

wa s no • excuse f or t he spli t , he showed , as both candi da tes supp Jrted 

"squatt e r sovereignty." Low t a ri ff lo s t t he middl e iita t es to Lin

col n,_.... Moore decla red. 

Contrasting Virglni P. 1 s s lave i n t e rests with t hose 

of t he seceded St a t es , he continued, 

"Our intere s t is tha t slaves should be s old as high 

as poss ible because we have the commodity to supply. The ir interest 

is, t ha t they shall be sold as 1 ow a s possible be ca use they need 

the services of those s laves. The ir _olicy t hen will be to re-open 
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t he African s l ave trade, a nd I think I can foresee evidenc e tha t 

such i s the ir p urpos e. i i ~ Moore then quoted newspaper opinions 

tha t a revolution mi ght be used to a chieve thi s end and stated 

hi s belief tha t Southe rn op inion f avored it. 

He then a tta cked d irect t axation, and showed how 

expensive a new co nfeder-cy would be in ma i n t a inin an army 

and navy, and a s ked how t he money would be r a i s ed • . e then said 

tha t not so many Eltat e s would join the new governemant to bear 

t his burden a s ha. d been prophesied, and sa i d tha t slaves would 

repl a ce the free whi te l aborers of Vir inia. which Virg ini a d i d not 

want though the Southern States seemed not to ca re. 

"Mr. President, I have s,en i t s tated t ha t 'Virg inia 

was s o s itua ted ~1th regard to these St a t es tha t they could dr ag 

us into conne c tion with t hem again s t the will of t he pepple. Is 

tha t s o s ir? But, sir, not s a tisfied with t ha t t hey are holdin 

t he l a sh over us to enforc e obedience to their wish." 

,Mp. Mo '.) re showe d how Virginia wa s to be forc e d into 

t he Confederacy 'by t he clo s ing of t he inter- St a t e s l ave trade, and 

tha t the offe r of ten pe rcent t a ri ff as an induce ment to j oin ing 

wo uld no t pay a quarte r of the necessary i ncome . 

He then criti cized the seceded St a te s for t . ei r 

a t t itude towa rd Virginia 's commis s i on e rs, s ay ing ,"l would be un

wil l ing to go into a connection with a people who cannot treat us 

with an y mo re res oect t han t hey ha ve done. For one, I would re

pudi a te all connection with such a people ." He char ged the cotton 

State s with lacking r epulican principles, and s a id tha t "the hi s 

t ory of the world s hows t ha t demo cra cy and monarchy a re so combined 

a s to produce n absol ute de s poti sm .;, 

Refe r ring to t he Southern beli e f i n t he p owe r of 
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"King Cotton" to b ring t he !! Or ld to t he fe e t of t he South, he 

poin t ed out," Ae to King Cotton, let me say tha t i t i s jus t a s -i moorta tnt for us t o se ll a s it i s f or t hem to b uy. 
- -

"As for t he matter of se ce ss i on; I do n o t in tend 

to d i s cuss t ha t now. The r e s pect I ha v e f or t he opinion s of gen

tl emen who en t erta in the i d ea t ha t se cess ion i s a r i g htful remedy, 

and tha t every t a t e ha s t ha t right, prevents me from say ing wha t 

I t h i nlc of it. But fo r tha t re s _ ect, I sho ul d denounce it a s 

t he mo s t absurd a nd rid iculous no tion tha t wa s ever p re s en t ed . 
h 

They m, ke gove r n ment n ot"ing but a ro pe of sand, e.nd t he mo s t 

s o l emn compa ct t ha,t men can enter into i s to be se t a s i de by on e 

of t he pa rti e s to it." He t hensarca s -p,i ca lly outlineithe Southern 

pos ition on t his doctrine and denied Virginia 's accession to it. 

"I do n ot me n to d i s cus s tha.t poin t, because I o 

f or the ri ht of s e ce ss ion a s a r evoluti ona ry ri ght. " 

Mr. Moore then di s cus s e d hi s fi f th r esol ution, 

say ing tha t he tho ught tha t 1Ni t h New Engl an d excluded the seceded 

States couild be brought back as he had sugge s ted, but added t hat 

he tho ug ht i t would not be a mi s s to l e ave South Carolina out for 

awhile until she lea rned "to trea. t people with 3. 11 ttl e more de

cency and r e s pe c t tha t she ha s done." 

He then ca uti ned aga inst going i nto wa r unpre

pa r ed , making so me humorous r ema r ks, and illus tra ting by the 

ca se o f t he yo un g men who wanted " a fi ght for the fig ht's sake . " 

" I will gi ght for Vi r '. i nia ~o the l a st h :)ur, and 

a lthough s he goe s aga i ns t my con s en t, I will still be bound to 

follow he r f ortune s , " he decla red , an d co:ihtcluded his re marks with 

t he wa rning :"The r e is a s ec r et pa rt:mer in t his movement, and that 

pa r tn e r i e n o o t he r tha n J ohn Bull." 4 

4. The Va l l ey tar, March 7, 1861 
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The Valley St a r r e:m an e d itori a l on the demon

stra tion mad e by the se c ess i onists a t ~ Moore 's hotel , und er 

the cap tion, "A First Step towa rd An a rchy in Virg i niai• . The ar

ticle told of t he speech and said t hat ~ Moore had s p oken in 

the intere s ts of Virg inia ins tead of the Cotton St ates , and told 

s ome "stubborn f a cts" which d ispleased men of a .. cert e. in pa rty. ' 

A speaker replying to J,4,. Mo ore was ap ·Jl a aded 

so voci ferously t ha t t h e Speaker ordered t he all erJs clea red . 

he execution of t his orde r ca u s e d so much d isturbance tha t the 

evenin g 's s es si on WE S bro ken up . Thi s "so exa sperated the d is

unionists who were d rive n out tha t they de termined t o col l ect a 

mob to insult ✓.-'Moore a t h i s hotel •1 Accordin "· ly, soon af t er 

sup-Jer, fifty or s ixty men - we s t a te the number on t he a uthority 

of a n e ye wi tness - ass embled in t he neig hb orhood of t he slave 

mark e t a n d proce eded with e band o f mus ic to serenade Mr. Goode 

and other s e c ession me mb e rs of t he Convent i on - and to p l ay the 

' Ro gue s M rch' a n d g ive three g ro n~ a s they pa ss ed Mr. Moore's 

ho t el . They e ven contempla t ed burning Mr , Moore in ef f i gy - but 

we re di ss uaded fro m t h i s b y s ome o f the ~o re polite o f their 

nu ber . " 

The ed ito r i a l te r med this occurance a n "outrag e" 

a nd a n " i nfini t e disgra ce'' to Rich!Ilond . "Just a fter the disturbanc e 

in t he aonvention , a re soluti on was o f fered to move t he Convention 

to Staunton ," b ut the writer hoped tha t the "members o f the Con

venti on, espe cially t hos e fr om t he 1 est wi ll not s uf fer themse lves 

to be ove r a wed and driven from the Capitol by a sece ss i on· rabble, 

howev e r c omposed o" 

The a rticle then s a i d tha t the Richmond Di s pa tch 

estima ted the mob a t 2000 , which nw b e r it ~a y f inally have s we lled 
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to, that a da nge rous " recedent had been s e t, and that "befor e 

many months we ma y have a set of disor ·anizers in Richmond worse 

tha n the Plug Ugli e s of Baltimore ." 6 

~ Moore' s sneech d oe s not, I believe, show 

particularly strong Union views , as t he ostil e ichmond gathe ring 

s eemed to t h ink. It does , however , show very strong tendencies to 

look s tri c tly to Virg in i a ' s inte rest s . One of the mo s t interest

i ng fe a tures is his t a c it ad .1 ission of t he c ha r ~e , made in both 

.r o rthern a nd Sout hern St a t es , tha t Virg i nia wa s a sla ve "breedin g· · 

St ate. His co mpari s on of t he conflictin slave interests of Vir-

g i n ia n d the Co t ton St a t e s s ee ms to bring thi s out. g ood point 

he b ring s out , which is not com~onl seen in spe eches of this 

pe riod , i s that it was jus t as important for the ~outh to s e ll 

cotton a s fo r t he res1of the worl d GO buy it, a n d hence r in · Cot 

ton was not so s up r eme as s o me pl nte rs see med to think. ~ is 

sta t e~ent tha t J ohn Bull wa s a silent partne r in t he secession 

is amu sing . ~or a ll hi s Unionist t endencies , it will be s een 

tha t he still held to t he ri ght of sece s sion as a revolu tiona ry 

right, which ma y or may no t be t he s ame thing a s the simple 

"right of revol ut ion." 

In Convention on Friday , March 1, ''Mr. Dorman 

submitted the fo l lowin g re so lutions , which we r e ordered to be 

referre d to t he 6ommi tte e on Federal Relations . 

"l. Resolved, Tha t the ,. e de r a l Union wa s mad e 

by the pe o l e of the sev e r a l St ates , a nd c an rig ht fully be di s

solved , by the powe r alone tha t made it. 

"2. Resolved, That Virg ini should use her best 

efforts to procut:e a d irect vote of t he pe opl e of a l l t he St a tes, 

includ ing thos e wnic h hav e seceded f rom t he Un i on , upon the 

6. The Valley S t a r, larch 7, 1861 



a lte rna tive p r opo s i t i on o f d isunion o r adj u s t me n t on t he b a s is of 

t he P e a ce Conf e r e n c e propo si tion - a n d t ha t s he wi l ~thereaf ter c o 

ope r a t e with s u c h St a t e s a s c onc ur with he r i n t he r e sul t of t he ir 

vote s . " 7 

In the s e r e s o l u tions Mr . Dorma n s eems t o b e t rying to 

e s tabl i s h t he r i g ht o f a S t a te to se c e de a n d a t t he s ame time pav e 

t he wa y f or an a d jus t ment on the Pea ce Confe ren ce p l a n . 

A li ttl e l a te r he made a spe e ch on s oma re s o lutions 

t ha t had b een presen t e d 1 to the e f f e c t t ha t Virg inia pre pa re t o 

resist Li ncoln . He s a i d t h a t he wo uld n ot be hur r ied i n t o a ny t hing . 

" I beg leav e t o s a y f or my s e l f , representing as I dia 
c oun t y which ha s a popul a tion of 12 , 090 white s a n d be t ween 4 a n d 

5 , 000 sl av e s ••• I hav e e v e r t aken the position •.• t ha t I owe d my 

a ll e g i a n c e t o the g ood old mo t he r fir s t , a n d tha t it sho uld be 

g iven h e r fir s t , l a s t , a nd a ll t he ti me . Is i t a t a l l surp ri s ing 

to he a r s uc h a sen timent fr om a Virg inian? 

"My col leag ue a n d myself d ecla red b ef ore t he pe ople 

t ha t t he f i rs t i n t i ma t ions of coe rc ion b y inv a s ion upon t he pa rt 

of the Bl a c k Re p ub lica n p owe r s hould be me t b y u s a t t he fron t i er 

a t t he poin t of t he bayone t . We a re but a s one man here , b ut we 

a r e men o f t he r i g ht stamp . We don ( t i n t end to d o a ny t h i ng r ashly 

t ha t s ha l l b rin g up on t h i s Sta t e the h orror s of civ il war . " 

He c on tin u e d tha t if a n ord ina n c e of secession we re 

passe d i t wou l d b e v o t e d d own by " the 60 , 000 ma jori t y r ep r esented 

up on t h i s f loor , " a nd tha t it we. s use l ess t o t a l k of Virg inia 's 

hono r , f or tha t wa s more i nv olved in keeping the t r u s t she ha d 

a ccept e d in f o r mi n t he Un i on t ha n i n a ny duty to t he So u t he rn St a t e~ 

I n con clud i n B, Mr . Dor. a n s aid t ha t no r a sh a ction 

s h J ul d be con s i 1ered , t ha t ne would no t be hurri ed , a nd t ha t the 

i ■ J ourna l of t he Conven tion 
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Convention ehould strive te> r ee,ch some concl usion t ha t woul d 

'' u..r1i te the people of t his Commonwe a l th upon some common ground 
8 

of a ction." 

On Ma rch 21 the Gazette printed a letter written 

b y Samue l McD. Moore to a fri end in Rockbridge cou.nty. It wa s dated 

"Ri chmond, .. a rch 15, 1861 

"De a r Sir: I have been surprised to find tha t many 

sensible pe ople have looked upon tr1e I na ugura l of Li ncoln as ve ry 

warlike , and as threa tening coercion, ••• a more ca reful and critica l 

examine. tion of it will s how that the o pi n ion refe r red to, 1 s en tire1,iy 

erroneous. It is true he t a l ks ab out the oa t h he t akes to execute 

the l aws and of his purpose to do so, 1and he throws a 11 ttle ad 

captandum to ple a se the pa rty by which he wa s e lected." 

He ~oes on to show tha t Lincoln said he would not 

r e s ort to coercion as he had not the nece s sa ry money nor the a ut

hori za tion of a force bill, and tha t besides having no legal a ut

hority for such a ction Lincoln distinctly s a id tha t he would. not 

enter into such a move unle ss the seceded St a tes were the aggressors. 

"Another idea is enterta ined by s ome •.• tha t Virginia 

has e xha us ted all her mean s of bringing about a restora tion of the 

Union and ob t a ining r edre ss of' t he g rievances of which she ha s 

r ea son to comp0l a in. 

"And on wha t ground does this opinion rest '? Why it 

is said Congre ss refused to r efer t he proceeding s of the Peace 

Confen•noa to the people of the sever2. l States - What was to be 

expected of a Bl a ck Re 9ublican Congress, elected two years ago? ••• 

"Depend upon it Virg inia ha s not exha usted one-tenth 

of he r means, of a ccompli shi ng her gre a t and noble purpose. 

8 . The Va lley t a r, ta rch 14, 1861 



"Commissioners will be appointed to meet commis

sioners f rom other slave States re ma inin ..,. in the Un ion, and I doubt 

not t he y will agre e upon an ultima tum which will be fonfirmed by 

all t hese St a t es , and it is a l mo st certa in tha t I ndiana, Illinois, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, New J e rsey, New York, and other St a t e s will 

a ccep t the t erms. And it wont ~e long before the Cotton States will 

be gl ad to get ba ck. 

"e shall try to a dj ourn by the first, or very early 

in April. 

"The secessionists a r e stra ining every nerve to 

get up excitement among the pe ople, and to get instructions to mem-

bers. But I think t hep will eff ect but little by it. ,e will report 
I 9 t he Peace Confe r ence r esolutions, with s ome amendments, this week." 

This letter and the speech of Mr. Dorman both seem 

to indicate tha t the Rockbridge de legates were trying to keep the 

secession ists from doing an ,:t hlng r a shly or hurriedly and that Mr. 

Moore, a t lea st, had confidence in their ability to do it. His op

timism a s to the free St a tes which would joinat,he border slave 

Sta t es i s interesting. 

On Monday, March 18, 1n Conven t1on, 'Yii!-. Dorman 

submi t ted the following resolution which was ordered to be referred 

to the Committee on Federa l Rela tions. 

"Resolved, Tbat the Committ e e on Federa l ~ela tions 

inqui re into the expediency of amendments to the Constitution of 

the United St a tes, being submitted by t his State to other St a tes 

of t he Union, prov i ding and de clar ing , (first) tha t Electors of 

Presien t and Vice-Pre sident, shall be chosen on the Di s trict sys

t em ; and, {second) tha t pe r sans of Afr ican blood, in whole or in 

9. The Lexin t on Ga zette, a rch 21, 1861 
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part, a re no t and shall not be citi zen s of the United States or 
,....... 

citizens withina t he mean i ng of the 2d sec tion of the 4th a rticle 

of t he Feder a l Con s titution; and , further, whe t he r such a mendments 

shcmld form part of any ult i ma t um l a id down by Virgi n i a or the Bor-

der t a te s of the South, or should be submitte d sapar tely and 

di s tinct from s uch ultima tum. •• lO 

These resolutions a re s i mpl y a t t emp t s to f ind t he ad

justment neces sary to res tore the nat iorls pea ce. On 1a rch 23 

~ Dorman submi tted the followi ng : 

"Re solved, Tha t t his conven tion recommends to the Gene i-m:l 

As sembl y the pa ssage of a l aw i mpos i ng a license tax on the sale, 

by reta il, within Vi r ginia , of the pr ducts o f s uc h r orthern Sta tea 

as continue to retain offensive act s , of the character known as 

' Pe r sona l Libert y Bills', amongs t t heir sta tutes; g urnding , how

ever, in such a l aw again s t any i nfringement of the provisions of 

the Feder 1 Const itution . 

"Resolve,£ , Tha t t he Pre s ident of th➔Convention cause copies 

of the forego i ng to be communica ted forthwith to the t wo : ouses of 

t he Genera l Assembly." 
11 

This i s obvi ous l y an a ttemp t to pa ss measures that would 

bring the free States to t erms. 

But when the tide turne d to secession, both Rockbri dge 

de l ega tes swung i n to line and backed up the St a te's deci sion. They 

had, ae has been seen> done e.11 in their powe r to effect an ad jus t

ment, but when the ma jority decided on sece ss ion, after Lincoln's 

ca ll for volunteers, Mr. ~oore and Mr. Dorman supported the measure. 

On April 22 Mr . Moore offered the followinB re solutions , which 

show his change of hear t: 

10. J ournal of the Conv ention 11. Ibid. 
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"Re s olved , Tha t i t be e a rne stly recommended , to the 

citizens of t he s ev er a l counties of the Commonwealth, to promptly 

fo r m an d discipline compan i e s of volunteers, of t heir able-bodied 

men; and to the county courts, to b uy or r a i s e by i s suing bonds 

a suf fici ent amount of money to equip and a r m s uc h volunteers 

when r a ised. 

"On furthe r mo tion of Mr . Moore, order ed t ha t sa id 
1 2 resol ution be publi shed i n t he newepapers." 

Both re s ol ution s were ad opted by t he Convention. 

Samuel Mc. D. Moore wa s a membe r of the Co mmittee on 

Fede r a l Rela tions, and was a lso one of the Virginia Commi ssioners 

who met Alexander H. Stephens, Commi ~sione r of the Confede rate 

St a tes, and agre ed to the t e mpor a ry un ion of Virgi n i a with t he 

Confedera te St a t e s, before s he formal:.ly joined the Confe de r acy. 

if- Moo r e voted a gainst, and .p. Dor~an for, the Ordinance of 

Sec ession, which wa s adopted by a vote of 88 to 55. Both Rockbridge 

delega tes signed t he Or d i nance a t the appoin te d time. 13 

Both of the s e men d i d the ir utmos t to main t a in 

Virg inia in the Union and ad jus t the gri evances of the Old Dominion 

without 1 eaving the Union. Having f a iled they both signe d the 

ord i nance, though y.' Moore di d n ot vote f or it when it wa s the 

ques tion. Howev er Jkf- Moore's a ttitude is in no doubt, a s a refer

ence to the prece ding pa r ag r aph shows how a ctive he was a s a com

mitteeman and commis s ioner, and a re f e r ence to his last resolution s 

will show t ha t he wa s working f or t he St a te from the moment it 

s eceded •• The a ttitude s of t hes e t wo men a re cha r a cterized by 

ca ution of a ction and inten se lo~a lty to Virg inia , jus t a s wer e 

t hos e of Governor Letc he r and Judge Broc kenbrou h. 

12. Journal of t he Convention 13 . Ib id. 
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Chapter Five 

THE LEXI NG TON GAZETTE , NOVEMBER 1, 1860 TO MAY 30, 1861 

During t he pe riod u..ride r s tudy , there were publishe d 

in Lexington t wo newspape rs: 'he Le xing ton Gazette and r.rhe Val

l ey St ar. As t he of ten us ed epithe ts "molde r s of public opini , on" 
v 

and"reflectors of public op inion" would ind i ca te, n ew spape rs are 

genera lly s upoosed to be fairly reflec t ive of t he l ife and thought 

of t heir times and towns. For this re a son a ca reful . s urv,-ypr 

t hese t wo Rockbridge papers wa s made, to ascertain wha t the a t

titudes towa r d se cession of t he ed itQTs, con tributors, and news 

sources o f thes e j ournals were . The mos t out s t and i ng a nd signif

ican t con t r i but ions to t he solving of t his problem are presented 

here . In t he next c hap t e r will be found selections from The Val

ley Star. In t his chap t e r are tre a ted the a rticles of fhe Lexing ton 

Gazette. For the most part little co 1 ment will be made on the 

material ;:,r e sented, as it is usually unnece ssary.Only the 

sa li en t fea tures and ne w agles will be noted, and t he general 

conclusions conce rning the Cou..Dty Sess ion Atti t ude s will go more 

carefully into t he interpreta tion of t he ma teria l he re pre sented. 

Until April 25 , 1861, the Ga zette ca r ried below its 
1 

name plate the mot to " t he Un ion Must b e Pre served", and during 

the campa i gn of 1866 supported the tic ket of John Bell and Ed

ward Everett, printing the ticke t in t he mas t head on t he editoria l 

page. 2 The paper ur ged the wi t hdrawa l of Brec kenridge, to preven t 

a split i n the Democrati c party, s aying, " tha t he is t he only 
- ~ 

ob s t a c le i n t l1e w y of Lincolr.. ' s cert a in and overwhelming defea t." ..,, 

1. The Lexington Gazette , Augus t 23 , 1860 to April 25, 1861 
2 . Ibid . No.vember 1, 1860 3. Ibid. 
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On November 1, the Gazette r an the following editorial. 

"The Election is Almost at Hand. 

"At many of our President i al elec tions there have 

been grea t question s a t is s ue - but t he time never was when our 

situat ion was mor e alarming than it is at present. 

"Our existenc e a s a confedera ted republican govern

men t; and perhap s, our ex istence as a 'lfree people, depends upon 

the result of the approaching elec t ion. 

" During the whole canva ss we have f eared t he election 

of Lincoln, and as the election da y approaches t he re is little to 

enc ourage us tha t he may b e defeated •••• The country is i nf ormed of 

the immenent danger •.• It i s ••• i mporta t for Southern people to take 

a con servative s t and a t the election .••• I f there is not a heavy 

vote ca. st for Bell and Douglas over Br eckenriage, there will be 

grea t danger of an i mmedia te revolution in the South ••• The strength 

of the Disu:,ioni s ts will be e s tima t ed by t he vote of Br e ckenridge •••• 

We have not the sl i ghtest unea siness about t he vote in Virginia. 

It will be f or Bell •••• we desire to see Union men a t t he polls. 

" •.• neither Dougl as nor the platform ha s g iven rise 

to t he Breckenridge pa rty; ••• this pa rty was gotten up by men who 

have panted f or d i s union for yea r s •••• 

Disunion men." 

" •.• It will be a test vote, between Union men and 
4 

The f ollowing editorial,on the i mportance of the 

election to the country, and expressing t he ho pe tha t Linc oln 

f a iled of election, was prin ted on November 8 , be f ore the e lection 

returns were in. 

JN il Desperandum 

,; The election is over - the crisis is pa st. The 

4. Ibid. 
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voter s of a population of t htmty millions hav e exercis e d the 

highgst prerogative of f r e emen. The y hav e exp re s s ed t h-ir will ••• 

1' As we write we d o n o t kn ow wha t it s fiat is. 

We d o not know but tha t this nat ion ••• ha s by it s voice g iven . . . 
asc e n d ency to a f anatical, sectiona l a n d a ggre s sive party , with 

some d es per ate Ca t a line s as leade r s , and with a band o f a u~ili

a r i e s a tta c hed to t ·1eir leg i on s o f d ismal, dire, and devilish 

Abol i tioni s t s ••• But we c a nnot belie v e without f urthe r proof tha t 

t he y a r e s o w~ong that t hey c an not be ma de to s e e their errors . 

They a r e Ame rica ns; they love t he ir country ' a nd the Union, and 

the y , 111 fe e l t he necessity of a dhering to the Con sti t ution 

in order t o s a ve the one and t he o ther. This ma y s eem too g r eat 
I 

a s t r etc h of ch r i ty in u s but we will not a b a ndon t he hope it 

ins pires, a s long a s we can d isce rn t he sta r s of the Union in our 

political firmament , obscur ed t houg h it be by drivin g cl ouds. 

11 0f only one thing we f e el sure, Virginia is r ight . 

God bless he r - o ur moth~r , nob l e old Virg inia . She wa s first 

in the s truggle· fo r Libe r ty - f irst i n the Convention of 1787 -

her voice ha s eve r been li f~ ed with t he pwwer a n d calm d i gnity 

of unsullied integrity for Li b e r ty and Union. And aga in s he has 

spok e n in a voice n ot to be misunde rstood, to t h e ma dmen o f the 

North, a n d to the madmen of t he South. Her voice will b e hea r d 

a n d he e d ed , a n d if nee d be her s trong a r m will be felt to d rive 

b a c k come fro m wha t q uarte r t hey may, the Ga uls from the Citadel • .. 5 

An e d i ton~al on Nove mbe r 15 tri ed to s how that 

Lincoln' s expre sse d vi ew s showed t hat he wa s not to be f ear e d by 

t he South . 

5. I b id. Novembe r 8 
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" ~ha t Lincoln Said I n Illinois 

" Un der this cap t i on t he Lync hburg Virg in ian pub

lishes e x tra cts fr o-,f peec hes made by t he President e lect, in 

Illin ois i n 1858 - If such a r e now Tfr . Lincoln's o pi n ion s , the 

South ou ht ce rtainly awa it for n ove r t a ct. As many of our 

Presid en t s b e fo re he i s oppo sed tl.O the insti tution of s lavery, 

but i f he will d o his con s titutiona l d uty , surely the South should 

be s a tisfied . We d o not i n tend to b e understood as apolog izing 

fo r nis position, b u t we in sert the extra cts a l l uded to a bove 

for the p urpos e of show i n g t ha t t he So uth should n o t hurry o uf1, 

of the Union~ He is certa inl y more modera te tha n we ha d 

s upposed . I 

Then follow the extra ct s noted . Among them a re 

"Let me say I have no prejud ice a a i ns t t he Southern 

pe ople. They a re jus t whe t we woul d be in t he ir situa tion." 

"_hen t hey remind ~ of t he ir cons titutiona l rights, 
ful l y 6 

I a cknowledge them , not 5rudgin_gly , but/:tr.autx;J _§nd f a irl_y; •.• " 

• These ital ics a re ei t h e r t he Ga zette's o r the 

Virg inian's . 

In the following e d itoria l on the Governor's Proc 

l a mation ca l l i n g a s pecia l ses sion of t he Leg i s l a ture, t he r e is 

s ome criticism o f the manne r of wor d ing the message , but the a ct 

is a pproved on t he Br ound tha t it p l a c es t he affairs o f t he State 

in the han d s o f r es pon sible body. 

iiProcl ama tion of the Gov. o f Vi r g inia" 

" I n anothe r column wi l l b e f ou d the rocla mat ion 

of Go v . Letche r, convenin 6 the Le g islature of t he St ate on t he 

7th of J a nua ry . For this c a ll of a n extra sess ion thre e r easons 

I. I b id. Novemb e r 15 
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a re a scribed . The unfini s hed bus ine s s of the l a s t sessionT the 

a f f a irs of the J. R. & K. Company, a n d the e lection of Lincoln 

and Ha mlin •••• we think it c a lcula t e d to have this effect. It 

dire c ts t he public a ttenti on to a re sp on s ible body , and d a:spose s 

e ager men t o wa i t for it s de liberate a ction. I t a l s o t akes away 

from s o -me men ••• the pretext f or a s s urn i~g ••• the g ov ernmen t of 

Virg i n i a •••• 

" ,., inute men may n ow pa use in their enlistment ••• their 

Co mande r-in-Chi e f may ap oly for 8. formal Co mmi ss ion, at t he hand s 

of the Leg i s l a ture . 

"In thi s view we have n o objection to make to the con 

vening of the Le g isla t ure. We cannot say we a re perticula r l y plea sed 
I 

with the word ing of it. 'I' he Gove r nor says that ' prudence r equires 

t ha t the Representatives ••• determine cal mly a n d wisely wha t a ction 

is necessary in this emer g en cy~ 

"We c ould wi sh tha t the Gove r nor had inserted the 

savln e: clause, what a ction J:f §.rr:£... For the only a ction, that i s , 

unusua l a ction, present to anticipa tion is sec ession . The l anguage ••• 

mi ght be inter9re ted ••• tha t such a c t i on mi ght b e ne cessary . We 

truet t ha t suc h a n i nterpretation would do him injustice. It is 

t rue t ha t it ie n ot ve r y distinctly unders tood by t he public what 

i s h i s p os ition on this q ue s tion ••• Some p e rson s look f orwa r d t~he 

calling of a Conven t ion by t he Le g islature . We have no i dea t ha t 
a t hing 

such/will be done , unl ess t here should be some en t i r ely new phase 

of af f ai r s , and this can hard l y b e before the 4th of March . 

" \° hat constitutes ••• affa irs upon wh ich the Legisla ture 

will ••• de libe r a te? The e lection of a. Bl a ck Repub l ican Pr esident •••• 

the only ques ti on of a cc ount tha t c an a rise ••• whe t he r fo r thi s 

cause Virg i n i a will l eave the Union •••• She ha s s a i d by he r vo t e 



distinctly t ha t s he does not conside r tha t t he e l ection of inc oln 

eithe r s o touches he r honor , or s o endangers he r inte res t s, a s 

to demand sec e ssion - to ca ll for the ruthl e s s de struction of the 

noblest 5ove r nmen t a l f abric t he world ever waw - to jus tify Civil 

War, tha. t l a st dire resort of unmeasured horrors. Virginia has 

settled t hi s q us stion a nd she will not recons ide r it a t the dic

t a tion by word or a ction of the other stat e s. ',Ve trust ••• the Leg

isla ture ••• will instruct our Repre senta tives in Congr es s •• ,to show 

~ to the wor l d , tha t Vir in i a can t ake ca re of he r l awn honor and 
to 

defend he r own rights, •• and t h t she i s notAbe moved ••• from her 

7 a t t itude of con scious d i gnity and cons cious s treng th. " 

"North and South" 

An edi toria l ca l l ing a t 1 en tion to the d i s tress 

caus e d i n both sections by controvers ies, and clo sing , 
as j 

"But/ Virginia ha s n,-fomplici ty with the f ol l ies of 

e i the r we f eel ltt pe r f ect liberty to s teer clea r of the troubles 
8 

of both ." 

"Is The Election of Abra ham Lincoln 

To The Pre s i de ncy A Suf ficient a us e 

For A Dis solution er the Uni on? 

"All parties had the ir candidat e s before the people 

a t the l a te e l e ction •••• 

"Each of these part ie s took its c ha nce before the 

people •.•• Did an y one or any party tha t is for secess ion new, 

deny t he r i ,ht to t he Bl a ck Republic an P rty to run a candida te? 

_nd would it no t be a mos t re mar kable pos i t ion f or a pa r t y to t a ke, 

i f one woul d sa y to ano t he r be f ore the e l e ction: we will contest 

t he fiel d wi th you , we will n se every exertion to eleet our can

didates, and if we prevail h e s hal l b e t he Pre s i dent, but if you 

preva il, we will not s t and by the e lection,we will dis s olve the 

,.-rhfo-:--Novemoer-~ 8. I btcr:" 
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Union, or in t he sta te s ma nli ke l ang uag e of a out h Ca r·olina 

Congres sman, we will bre a k up t he •occurs e d Union'? 
of -

"If t h e e le c tioni\one c a nd i date over anothe r is a 

suf f i ci ent ca us e for a d issol uti on o f the Union ••• it would not 

be wort h preservin · ••• 

'' But viewing the q ues tion i n a no the r a s pect •••• 

" Now tha t he is elected wha t can he do? The Con

serva tive p rty ha v e a majority in both hous e s of Congress . The 

Supremem Court i s Conse r v a tive •.•• Ha d we net, t hem, better try 

him? It may be tha t he will prove to be e conserva tive a n d a 

law a bid ing man •••• From Gen. ~a shing ton down to Gen . J a ckson not 

one si~gle Pre s i d ent wa s a pro- sla v e ry man •••• Experience ha s 
I 

pr oved to the So u t hern p e op le tha t sl a very i s a rea l bless i n g to 

the Af rican raee . ... 

" The pro- s l a very s entimen t hae a drvanced. unmea surably 

in t he South whe r e we c a n s ee it f a c e t o f a ce a nd understa n d its 

work i ngs. An d in the North the sen timent in f a vor of s lavery is 

g rowing •••. We mu s t g ive the Northe rn pe op l e time. The y hav e not 

the near approa ch to slavery that we ha ve . Let u s then preserve 
tf ~ 

the Union , it c a n o os s ibl•v be p reserved , a.n d bes i des the o t her ,.. - v' 

ble s sin g s which w~wil l enj oy unde r it will p r ove in the end the 

best f or the in s titution Of s l av e ry ... 9 

The a r gument in the se cond and third pa r agr a.phs 

of this ed itor i a l is c lever. The latter pa rt o f t he a rticle is 

simply a r esta tement of old a r g ument s , but s h ows the d e s i r e of 

the paper to ma i n t a in the s t a tus a uo as lon as possible, if 

n o t inde finitely. 

9. Ibid . - ov embe r 29 
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n Dec emb er 20, the followi n g, editorial stressed 

a5ain the f a llacy of think ing se c ess ion a remed y f or any wrongs , 

o r necessary because of Lin coln' s e lec t ion , a n d p l ead for in

d e p endent a n d hono rab l e a ct i on by Vir ·i n i a . 

li Wr ong s And Reme d ies 

••• Yet as we hel d ••• neit he r honor nor so und pol icy 

would requite e.ny state t o leav e the Un i o n on account of the 

election a Bl ack Re publican pre sident we see no re .s on f or aban

don i ng our p osition now ••• becaus e o f the pre sen t cont g ion of 

excitement •••• Hav ing s hown tha t we do not di shonor ourselve s by 

r e maining in t he Union unde r Lincoln 's adminiistra tion, we proceed 

to a r g u e tha t it is the bes t poli cy •••• 
I 

~ .• Le t us a ccept the conclusion tha t we are not to 

b e ' Ki e ked ou t - o f t he Un i on 1 ••• • Let thi s p ro u'.id Co rmnonwe a l th hold 
- -..J 

on to the i nterest she has in the Un i~n a n d be not moved from her 

p rop ri ety e i the r by o r thern impertinenc e or b y Southern arrogance 

10 
and bul ly ing . " 

The s ame i s s u e of t he p a pe r re9orted the f ol l owing 

mee ting : 

11 Tu e e ting of t he Mechanic s a nd Viorki n g 

Men of Lexi ngt on 

1' ••• It ad j ourned without pa s s in· a n y re s olutions, 

to meet a ga in on the 19th in s t ., to which me et in a ll nion men 

a re i nvited . We be lieve t hey wi ll ha v e nin e t een out o f t wenty of 

the pe op l e of this c oun ty t o a ct wi th them in the adop tion of 

conservat ive resolutions ." 
11 

A genera l meetin · o f the same n 8 t ure was a l s o noted ~ 

10. Ibid . De c e mber 20 , 1860 11 . Ibid 
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"Me e t ing Of he Ci tize s Of 

Rockbridge Coun ty 

Because of the b ad weat her a n d s ma ll out of town a t 

tenda c e i t wa s moved by J . B . Do rman to hold net he r mee ting 

J nua. ry 7 th . Re solutions we r e · then r ead fro m t e Committee on 

Res ol u tions . 

'T he r eas , i n t he pe rilous condi tion of the c ountry 

brought a b.out by the unprincipi,l ed ambition of some , t he i :nprac 

tica l ideas of others , and the l amenta b l e p r eva l e nce of p re -

jud ice a n d pa ss ion , it i s t he d uty o f a ll p a triotic ci t izens to 

con t r i _ute what they c a n to the just , wi s e , Rn d i f poss ible peac able 
the 

s ettle ~ent of the d is tra ct ing ques tions now a t i ssue , we , /pe op le 
I 

of Rockbrid e , deem it incumbent upon us bri efly t o expre ss our 

judg ement r espe ctin the na ture of the exi st ing crisi s and the 

cours e of a ct ion i t demands . Therefore , 

"Res olved , first . " Tha t t he Const i tution should be "dea r 
,-., 

to e v ery sta t e e as , under Provid ence , t he bes t uara n t ee of our 

co rn on liberties n d nathonal welfare , t he l as t en c ourage ment to 

the vi ctims of misg overnment e lsewhere , a n d the bes t hope for 

diffusion of t r u th an d v irtue throughout the ear th . 

"Resolv ed , 2nd , '"ha t i nest i mabl e as i s s uch a Un i::m to 

wards these e nds it ca nnot in ourN judgemen t p os s i bly ba.rvive the 

ext ensive a n d pe r sisten t viola tion of the p rinci pl e s o f jus tice 

on wh i ch it was founded . 

"Resolv e d , 3rd , That in t he aggr ess ive ant i- slavery agi 

t a tion s o lon orl g ina t ed ••• an d so pertin a cious ly cont inue d -

throug h the p ulpit , iah e press , the mobs , •.• the h rs h enac t ment o f 

Sta t e Le g isla t u res , •.• and by t he apo e a l s to i nsurrection and mur

der •.• t he principles of rig h t on ~hie ~ t he Const itution was e s -



57. 

t abll shed hav e be en grievous l y outra ·· ed . 

"Resolved , 4 th , Tha t in s o .fa:r s t he re cent election 

may be jus tly ;rega rded a s the ex ress ion n d triumph of thi s ~pirit, 

it , a lthough unde r the f orms Of the Constitut ion, i s a mos t por

tentious viol a tion of t he principle s of tha t sa cred compa ct . 

"Re s olved 5th ;" Tha t Vir[ i n i a shoul c'i s till s trive "for 

redress of he r grievances within the Union, b efore contempl a ting 

the l a st r e sort of t he des tructi on o f the existing Confede r acy. 

"Resolved 6 t h , " 'rha t demands s houl d be made by a ll the 

South f or r epeal of "Personal Liberty Bills" and for a dditiona l 

mea sures r. o protect Southern i nte r e s ts , and that ~he -South s hould 

forbe a r from it s "ultima te a ction ti ll t his endeavor be adequa tely 
I 

"Resolved 7th, That wa iving a ll expre s s i on s of ~p i n i on 

in r efe r ence to 'the right of secession,' yet we deem it proper 

to say that it woul d be hi ghl y inexpedient to r e sort ito coerc ion 

again s t any s e ced ing St a te. 

"Resolv ed 8 th, 11 Approving Gov . Le tcher ' s ca lling t he 

Leg i s l a tu.re , and re comc:nend i ng tha t com::ii ss lon ers be sent 11 wi th 

strong fra terna l a ppeals to the severa l sta tes. 

"Re s olved 9th , Tha t we approve the plan propos ed by 

Gov. Letcher f or Gene r a l Convention of the St R.tes under the 

5t h a rticle of the Fe deral Cons titution . 

" Resolved 16th," Tha t spee c hes a t the comi ng me e ting 

b e l i mited to ha lf an hour. ;, 

Among other b usine ss items , Dr . Dani el 1orga n of fered 

t he f ollowing : 

"Re solv ed ; Tha t tho Ut h the people of the Northe rn 

State s have shown in t he i r Legi sl a ture s and the ir obs thlf~tsa 
Federal Constitution and oaths administe ~ed under it a re i neffectua l 
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to re str ain t hem o r protect us , th tit i s t he fi r st wish of the 

pe ople of Rockbridg e to pres e rv e t he Un ion and to re ma in in it, 

i f it can be res tore d to , and preserv ed in t he Sta t e it was b e f ore 

the commence ment of abolition a&i ta tion . 

n 2nd That Virg i ni a. ha s euc h a pe r manen t common interest 

wi t h t he So u t hern S t a t es t h ,t s he will r ema in united with them 

in a s out of the p resen t Fed e r a l Union9 a s long as suc h Un i on me
cure e to us liberty and tranquility . 

" 3 rd 1'ha t we spurn t he sugges tion that We s t e rn Virg i_nia 

will in a ny event separa t e her d estiny from tha t of Ea stern Vir

g i nia . " 

Capt a in s . H. Le tche r a l s o o f fe r ed the following fesolu-
- / 

tion: '' That the Leg isl Pture, when it sse mbl es , should promp tly 

ca l l a convent ion to de cid e what act ion t he State wi l l t a ke i n 

t he p resent e merg ency . " 

All of these res ol uti ons were referr ed to t he Committee . 1 2 

They ind icate c l early the desire of the peo 9l e to adjus t t he ir 

diffe r enc es wi t h i n the Union, b ut a lso show that ad jus t ment is de 

man ded . Th e s t a temen t o f t he s eventh regarding coercion is important 

in tha t it shows the a t t itude on the q uest ion wa&ch was to be s o 

i mporta.n t l a t e r. 

"Meetin of the Pe ool e of Roc kbrid e on Mond y l as t' 1 

The Commit t ee on resolutions no t havin g met, l a i d the 

resolu~ions before t he me eting. Many spe e c hes were made, a nd '' The 

meeting be c ame tumultous . " Che ers were g iven fo r South Ca rolina 

by 60 or 70 p eop l e. 

11 If the vote h d b een t aken on the r es o lutions we have 

no d oubt the. t it woul d have s to od a t l e "s t four tor them to one 

1 2 . Ibid. 
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against them, altho u h they were not a cc e p t b l e t o mapy Union men 

1n the county ••.• If the vote of t he coun ty were t aken we do not 

13 believe t here would be a s ma ny a s 250 votes for se ces s ion. " 

It is interest ing t o notice , howev er, tha t chee rs we re 

g iven for South Ca rolina a t t h i s meeting , the fi rs t expre ss ion of 

t his kind noticed so f a r . 

"The Convent i on Bill.; 

8 " We have been oppos e d t o a conv ention from t he fir s t ••• 

For t he Legi sla ture to t ake awa y f rom the peop~e t he p0wer to ca ll 

a convention; and to t ake from them t he power of r a t ifying the 

acts of the s a me , i s a p iec e of usurpation unhea rd of in the his

tory of a fre e country ...... 14 
I 

An ed i tori a l on overnor riicks ' addr e s s t o the people 

of Ma r yland expressed the f ollowi ng views . 

"Gove rnor Hic l{s of iviaryl a.nd has published an addre ss to 

the peopl e of tha t Sta te ••• If blood mus t be shed he sees tha t 

Maryl and !!lu s t be t he home of the war; ••• Li ke Ma ryland, we of 

Vi r g i n i a hav e mo re and gr ea ter grievances aga inst the l orth; ••. 

c hivalry , we think , ought to have restr i ned the Cot t on St a tes 

from precipita tion ••• they know th t we mu s t endure the greater 

horrors of war." 15 

"Proceedings ~f The leeting On Monday Lae t" 

S muel McD. Moore and J. B. Dorman we re s e lec t ed by the 

committee and apoointed by the meeting to r epresen t l&ockbr idg e 

county a t the Richmond convention . 1r he Crit t enden Compromise 

· wa s san ctioned a s the plan for an ad juet ment to ma inta in the 

Union, nd t he Committee re ported t ha t pe ti t i on s wo ul d be cir

cula t ed a t the polls on Febr ua ry fourth to tha t e f fect . The 

13 . Ibid . J a nuary 10, 1861 14. I b id. J a n ua ry 17, 1861 15. Ibid. 
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mee t ing ad journed "w1 th t hree c heer s for t he Union. •· l6 

" To The Polls~ Vote For Reference~" 

"On Monda y n e xt yo u a re c a lled up on to g ive the mo s t 

i m~ortant vote o f your l i f e •..• t he one whic h r e q u i re s you to s a y 

whe ther or n o t the ac tion of t he Convention •.• shall bind you 

wi t hou t y o ur r atifica ti on •.• 

" •.• grin d i n t y r anni e s ••• owi ng first and l as t to mis

plac ed confidence . 

" ••• r i thout a ma jority of t he psople of the t a te vote 

for it s submi ss i on we wil l se c ede , and if Mr. Webster w s rig ht, 

civil wa r , wi l l be the i nevitable cons e q uence •..• and e aijc h of 

yo u pe r hap s, dragg8d from your f a mily to s p ill your blood in civil 
1 17 s trife. To the Poll s , then, a n d vote ' For Reference'." 

Francis f . Anders on i n de cla rin g h i ms elf not a c a n did a t e 

for a conv ention s e a t expressed t h e f ollowing op i n ions: 

"Y:i u oay r e l y upon it, wha tever pol iticia ns may say, 

the.£!!:.~ dont want wa r. Th~ will have t he f i g hting, to d o a nd 

t he expe n s e s to pay •••• the pe op l e shoul d hurl the p~liticians 

from p ower, orth a n d South, who hav e brou5ht thi s evil up on the 

country •••• Muc h wi l l depend u pon •.• the Commis s ione rs who are to 

mee t in Wa shi ngton on the 4th of Februa ry." 18 

"The T~l ect ion 

"The retur n s o f the e l e ction f or the Conv ent ion, s h ows 

tha t we were rig ht i n o ur opposi tion ••• r orthern f ana tic s ••• ma y 

conclude th t Virg inia wi ll r e ma in in the Union, whether her 

ri g hts in regard to the institut i on of slav ery a re protected or 

not . If a ny suc h construction as tha t be p ut on t he electi on , it 

is g r eatly to be feared th tit ma y defe a t a ll hope s of ad justment ••• 

" If our d i fferen c es can b e s e ttled wha t good r e s ult, 

16. Ibid. Janua ry 24 , 1861 17. Ibid . Janu a ry 31, 1861 18 . I bid . 
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can any one tell, will be a ccompli s hed by the Conven tion •••• 

" ••• Virg ini a ought to he~e wai t ed until t he exc itement ••• 

had s oent its force; and t hen by coming fo reward a cting with tha t 

d e libera tion and d i gnity whic h be comes a s ove reign, her i nfluen ce 

would extend from one end of the country to the other. 

" But .llle.:e conven ti on l s now in s ess ion - he r own pe op le 

a nd the pe opl e o f other St a t es , will look with con f i d ence t o it 

f or wise , mode r a te , pa trio t ic, a nd heal i n g couns e ls •..• " 19 

Th : s editoria l merely emphas i z es t he desire for ca utious 

and well -c onsidered act ion the Gaze tte had contin ually ca ll ed f o r . 

The f ollowing e d i to ria l shows the pape r ' s confi den ce in the fie

solution of the Southern Con fed era cy if the Pe a c e Conference i s 
I 

suc cessful in rea c h ing an ad justment . 

"A Southern Confe dera cy" 

The sta tement w s ma de tha t i f the ;,vas h i ng ton Conference 

s u cceedec in it s en d eavors to re a ch a compromi s e tha t woul d ho l d 

t he s l a v e St ates s till in t he Un i on, tha t the Southe rn Confedera cy 

would not " hav e a dur a t ion of t we lve mon t hs ," a nd t ha t t he pe op l e 

forming it would fin d t hey had b e en led into it b y "the t r ic k s 

of demag og u e s . 

" h en we se e an intelligent n a t ion ••• re d y to overturn 

e uch a g overnrnen t ••• it is enoug h to shake t he f a ith of anyone in 

20 the ca paci t y of ma n for se l f - g ove rnment." 

The f ollowing selec t ion i s i n r e a li ty a c a l l ing to the 

a ttention of the people their co mon s ourc es of p ride an d interest . 

"The Twe n t y Second 

" •.• In time s lilte these , when t h e n a tion i s ren t by f e uds , 

when stri f e a n d d i scord a n d s e c t i onal a ni ~ o s itie s p rev a il to s uch 

19 . Ibid . Fe b r uary 14 20 . - b id . 
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an e x t ent o f b i ttern es s a s to di s ember the Con federa cy a nd c a use 

t he b est a n d wisest of our p e ~wle to f e a r l e s t t _e s un of o u r 

na t iona l , ro s perity a n d g rea tne ss , bef o re i t ha s ever ~e a c h ed the 

meri d ian of i t s s9l e n d or, may o d own in blood and c a rnage - i n 

such a c r i sis a s t h i s i t i s gra teful t o t he he a rt to know and f e e l 

tha t the r still r ema i ~ s t ~ us one d a y when pass ion and ~re j ud ice 

a re fo rgot ten and t he rea t America n h e a rt s ponta n e o us l y of fe r s 

t he i n c e se of it s e a r n e s t devotion to the memory a n d worth o f 
-

h i m who wa s ' f irst in wa r , fir s t in -oea ce , I a nd st ill lives ' first 

in t he hea r ts of h i s countrymen ! 1 " 
21 

The fol l owing e d itoria l se ts f o r t h a wi d e l y he ld 

view of the period ; t ha t s l a very in Virg in i a was d oo med i f s he 

ente r ed t h e Sou t hern Confede r a cy . I 

" The True P olicy For Virg i n ia" 
op 

"O:y.r/posi tion to Virg i n i a ' s g o ing into a Southern 

Confed e racy , ha s been on a cc o un t of the in s tituti on o f s l a ve r y . ·· 

0 
A d efenc e of s l a v ery f ollws , on t he g rounds tat i t i s rea l ly ,. 
g o od f or the Afric an , a n d that s ome pe opl e ould ab use ny insti-

t ution o 

.. . e have bel i e v ed from t he firs t t ha t if t he 

So u t hern State s unihte togethe r s l a v ery will be driv e n fro rn Vi r inia . " 

The belief is he re s t a t ed t hat we re Virg i n i a pa rt o f a no t he r na tion 

the North would hav e l ess r e s ec t for a tre a ty con c e r n ing fu ·itive 

sla ves , tha n it ha d then f o r the l aw conc e r n ing them 1with Virg inia 

part of the United St a te s o Vir ·i n i a ' s g ri e v an c es , it wa s s tated , 

were r e a t er th. n tho s e of the Co tton St a t es , n d the y had s howe d 

he r litt l e conside r at ion i n s e ced i ng . I f Virg i n i a. s h o uld join them , 

she wo ul d have t o become a free St a te . "Their se pa r a tion fro m the 

21. Ib i d 9 February 28 



General Governmen t we firmly beli eve ha s been t he ha r des t bl ow 

ever i n~lie ted on t he in s t i tution of Sl av e ry . As t hey coop er a t e d 

wi th the abolitioni s t s t o bri ng about the e lec t ion of Lincoln , 

t hey now coo "Jer a te with Li ncoln to out slave rylin t he course of 

1 t s ul t i me. t e extinction ." The rticle at t a cked Sout he rn .r ad ica ls 

a nd bemoaned the f a ct tha t t hey we r e defende r s of sl .very , s ayin0 

t ha t ,;it de s e rves to b e defended not by braggerts and bullie s , 

22 but by di gn i f i ed gentlemen . " 

The le t t er below shows i ff e r en t vi ew of t he Pres -
I 

i dent s I na ugura l tha n tha t of the Ga zette . I t i s communica t ed to 

the paper . 

"Presi den t ' s Ina ug ur a l 
I 

"Five Gr s . Strychnine Wel l - ugared Ov e r" 

The l etter quo t es f r om Lin colrl s I naug una,:,l on the poi n t 
• 

th t no State has a rj_ ght to wi t hdre.w f r om t he Uni on , and s a ys: 

We would s a y to our Pr esiden t , exami n e the Constitu

t ion , you wil l find the Fede r a l Government does not c l a i m anyt hing 

the r eim a s an inhe ren t ri ~0ht - it only cla i ms powe rs gr anted to 

i t by the St a te s . 

( Si gn ed ) Ra i l Fence" 

The nex t ed i tori a l of note s tri kes a d i f f eren t 

t one regar d ing the crisis . 

" A Speedy Ad jus t men t er A Per!nanen t 

f::iepa r a tlon 

23 

,; We a re reluctan t to gi ve up t he governmen t , bec a us e 

we believe t ha t t aken a l toget he r i t i s t he be s t government tha t 

lj.a s ev er be en or -·an ized on ea rth . But the c oun t ry ls 0 t anding and 

ha s long been standing i n an awful suspen s e , which ha s pros t ra t ed 

~B. Ibid . Ma rch 7 23 . I bid March 14 
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bus iness in ev ery d e part~ent . Some t hing must ~ e d on e and done 

s p e edily . The mi ddle St a t es h ve shown a n earnes t des ire to re s 

tore p eace and q u iet to t he c ountry. They have be e n actua te d by 

a spirit o f con c ess i on and com ro ,n ise ; a n d i f t he fr ee St a t e s d o 

n o t s oon meet them in t nei r l a udabl e e fforts to bring about a n 

a dj u s t men t , we s hall come to the conclusi on tha t se para tion is 
. 

inevi t able. 

·· •.. Virg i n i a , we b e l ieve, wil l be s a tis f ied with t e r ms 

of a d jue t ment agreed upon b y t he Pea c e Con g ress ; but will the 

► ~ Nothern States come to t ha t? Fo•r ourselves , we ha ve b ut little 
~ -

hop e tha t they will. 

"The ob s tinacy of t he obltl ha s become discoura .. ing." 
I 

The ed itoria l ment ione d t he vote of the - orth against a p ropo sal 

to g ive a Constitutiona l guarante e by a mendmen t a ga in s t interfer~ng 

with slave ry where it existed, a n d derided them . s "hig her l a w 

votes . " 

"We hop e thr t the a ffairs of the coun t r y may yet t ake 

some t urn, by which our gov e rnmemt will be s a ved; but i f it should 

be o therwise, the Union men of Virg inia, a t l e a st , will stand 

ac q uitted b efore t he world, o f the c r ime of hav ing broug~t abo ut 

it s d e s truction." 24 

The Gaz ette commented in a s o 1ew ha t different tone 

t h n 11 Ra il Fen ce" on the Lincoln Ina ugura l, though it had nothing 

to say which really favored it. 1' 'lie are not disposed to complain 

of the tone of t his document . It will be seen t hat i t mainta i ns 

the doctrine o f coe rcion; b ut the re i s not the slig htest intima tion 

i n it tha t he wo uld recom end to Cong re 2s t he ad op tion of any 

24 . Ibid. 



coercive me· s u r es . V' e think on the other hand th t the r e is g round 

for hoping tha t he would , on the score of policy , be opposed to 

such meas ures . 

"We will no t at thi s time g ive our views o f hi s inaug-

25 ural further . 11 

At t his time t here was conside rable talk of a con 

v ent i on o f the Border State s to secure concerted a ction among the 

S t a t es with the s a me i nteres ts, and to add weig ht to the moves 

of a ny one o f them . Some Virg i n i a n~s e v en o ro ohe s ied tha t in the -
event of a d i ssolution of t he Union a Borde r St a te Confede r a cy 

26 
ehoul d be f o r med . An e d itori a l on s uch a convent ion wa s run on 

rvl rch 28 . 
/ 

"I f we we re for join i n g t he Confede r a te States, a n d 

it • ay be t h 2 t we wil l have to do t ha t, we would s till, a s we do 

now, f a vor a Convent ion of the Border States . I t is our i nterest 

to adhe re t o t hese S t a tes." The articl e continues, t ha t the s e 

St a t es mi ght st ill s a ve the Uni on by t heir concerte d a ction, and 

tha t even if secession should prove n e cessa ry, harmonious a ction 

would add strength to t he move , a n d tha t it mi g ht be p oss ible to 
27 

carry a fe w f re e St a tes with them by this show of p ower. 

The i ssue of April 25 seems to mark the turning p oin t 

i n the Ga z ette's p olicy . From this point on, the paper i s f ull 

of news d i sp e. tches concerning cl a shes b e tween l.~ orthern a nd Southe rn 

sympa thizers, troop move~ents , a n d s o f o r th. he resistance to 

the passag e of .1. orthern troops thro ugh .Maryland is told ln sev

era l d is pa tc hes , a nd the mobb ing of the t assa c huse ttes reg i ment 

b y the p e opl e of Balt i mo re i s g iven cons i derable spa ce. All of 

t hese news items a re written from the Confederate viewpo int. 

25 . I b id . 26 . The Valley Star, J a nua ry 17, 1861 27 . The 
Lexington Ga zette, iixm1uc~J March 28 , 1861 
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An item, entitled " ta r Mov e ments in Rockbri dg e, 

t ells o f the mobiliza tion and d e parture of the Roc kbridge _ ifles, 

Rockbridg e 1st and 2nd Dr agoons f or St a un ton and Harp e r's F e rry, 

o f 1 50 v.~ .I.Cade ts f or Ric hmond , and of the quartering of the 

Roc kbridge Grey s a t V. M. I . 28 

This wa s s hortly f t e r Lincol n ' s c e ll f or vol

unte e rs a n d the proc l ama tion of Governo r Le tcher t o t he effe ct 

tha t a ll Virg i ni a tr~ p s s t and re ady to ta ke the fi e l d to de f end 

the St a t e a ga i ns t the pa ssag e of N~r t he rn troops through it to 

c oerce t he So u the r n S t a t es back in the Union, whic h exol a i n s the 

s udden cha n g e in the p olicy of the Ga z e tte and of the at ti t ud e 

o f t he pe ople, a s i l lus tra ted by the ir a ct i ons en tioned in t h e 
I 

new s item bove. About t h i s time the Ri c hmond Di s pa tc h , i n a n 

a rticle en t i tled "Gal l a n t Roc kbridge" , l a ud e d t he c ounty for 

be ing one of the f irs t to hav e troops in t he fie l d after the pub

licat ion o f the Gove rnor' s p roc l amat ion, t ho ugh it ha d been a 

strong l y Union county up un til thi s time . 29 

" The Depa r ture o f the Troops·~ 

Tell i n ~ of t he t ~u ching c eremoni es at the cour t 

hous e when t he c om_ani es left f o r 2t aun ton, after p r a ye r s, n d 

saying : 

"It we re u se l e ss for Linc oln and h is hireling s 

to attemp t to s ubdue men, who were a s ful ly convinced of t he rig ht

eousnes s of our ca us e . They will never sur rend er to h is despo tic 

rule." 
30 

A shor t item ma kes de fi n i te the common ca use with 

the South . " The So u th is united to a man i n de f ens e of our rig hts. 

28 . Ibid . April 25 29 . Ib i d . 30. I bid . 
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e fi ght for oun homes , aur wiv es , and chi l d~en , whi l st Lincoln 

a n d his ho s t of Yankeea g r e a se r s a r e me.k i n g a war o f aggress ion, 

s timula ted by the desire t o ga in on t he one ha nd a nd a miserable 

f anatic i s m on t he other . With these fe e lin s anim tin our :-i.ea rts 

we d o not fe ar the re s ul t . " 31 

The t wo next items s how how Rockbridge wa s taki ng t he 

new s itua ti on . 

"Our citizens have s t1own a hi g hly commenda ble 1 1, bere 1 1 ty 

i n equip ing a nd p re pa ring for servic e , the sol d i e rs c a lled into 

t he service of the St a te . The l a dies ha ve been bus i ly en aged i n 

maki ng clot h ing for the s old i e rs , an d othe r wi se encourag ing brave 

heL.rts and stron r.i: a rms in t he de fence of our r i ghts . " 
/ 

" Our s treets present a n unusua l l y a c tive a -9e r a nee . 

Ev e ryone busy , horses , wa 2ons , stages , b oa ts , a ll engaged i n the 

service of the State . " 32 

The r e solut i ons of the meeting quoted below a re a 

contras t to those of the mee t i n g r ecord ed above . The resolutions , 

adopted a t me e t i n g of the people of Ro c kbri dge county , fo l low : 

1 st Ap)ointing a c ommittee to receive subscrip tions 

a n d cloth i n g ma t eri a l. 

2nd Appoint i n g a t rea surer to rece i ve a nd an execut i ve 

c ommittee to d isburse mantes . 

3rd . ppointin a q ua rtermaster to rec e ive materi a l s . 

"4th _B.esolved . h a t able- b odied young men, not exceedi ng 

t wo hund r e d men , who desire to serve their country be req ue s ted 

to report of Col . David s on , a t Lexing ton, i mmediate ly. 

5 t h Appo i n t i n g a c o ~mi esary to rec e ive food supplies.33 

31 . Ibid . 32 . Ib i d . 33 • Ibid . 
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The fi rst item be low shows wha t t he ~e o 9l e con s i de r ed 

a he inou s c rime in these days , a nd the se c ond i n d ica t es anothe r 

way in whic h Ro ckbri d g e peopl e were he l p ing to prepa r e Virg i n i a 

f o r war . 

"Be ware of tra itors - We unders t a n d t he pe op le of 

Cblrief;' stown wer e a ft e r a man who es9oused t he caus e of Li nco ln . 

The las t heard of h i m he was maki n g tra c ks f or Linco l ndom. " 

"A pa r t y of g e n tl emen of thi s pl a ce ha v e pledged 

t hemse l ves to support a n d o t he r wi s e p r ov ide f or t he f a mil ie s of 

so l d ie rs who hav e g one t o 34 the wa r . " 

The spee c h g i ven i n t he a c count of t he present a tion 

o f a flag t o the Rockbri d ge Ar t ille ry by the l adies of Lexing ton 

is il lumi nat i n g as to t he v i e wp o i n t o the men who were t aki n 

t he fi e l d . It wa s made b y J . D. Davi ds on on behaI 4or t he ladies, 

e. 
a n d a cc;,ted b y the cap t a in of t he compa n y . Dav idson s aid , tha t 

t h e men should hon or the f l ag present e d t o them by swee t hearts , 

wive s a nd mo t hers . "Yo u a re a b out to p e r f o r m yo u r p a r t i n t he 

grea t es t drama tha t ha s ever been exh i b ited to man . " For yea rs , 

he tol d hi s audience , t hey had l ived ha-o pily in the Un ion und er 

ite f l ag , b ut tha t under i t they had r ecently been i nsulted , 

injured , a n d would oe d e g r a ded i f t hey had re ma i ned loyal , but 

t ha t u...vid e r the new fla g they would "ma rc h to victory . " 

" The Rev . Dr . P e n d l eton , Cap t a i n of the Compa ny , re

c e ive d the f l a g in the ir behalf a n d r esp ~n de d t o r . Davidson in 

a few approp r i ate a n d f e el ing r e ma r k s . 

"Pointin __.. t o the f l ag he r e fer "."'ed to t he Red , a s a n 

e mbl e m of the hea rt' s b lood tha t . wil l , i f n e ces s a ry , be she d in 

d efense of o ur home s , our rig h t s , a n d ind epen dence . 

" Ser eant Davi s res p on ded with a n a p pr o pri te a c

kn owl ed e men t on t he part o f his c omr a des i n a r ms, a nd e loq uently 

-:,4 . Ibi d . 
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appeal ed to t hem n eve r to suff e r t ha t banne r to be lowe red i n 

d i s g r e. ce , or tra il i n dis~onor b efore t he minions of a tyra nt ." 

In t he c ourse of his soeech Davis told o f t his in-

ci dent which reuea ls the a ttitude of t he women a t t he time . "I 

c anno t b ut repea t wha t a n oble l ady of t h is villa g e sa i d to me 

in conve r s a tion a f ew i ay s ago . 1 The man 1 , sai d she , a nd a ◄s he 

s p oke he r eyes glowed l i ke a burn i n ( embe r, and her bosom he aved 

with emotion , ' tha t does n0 t g o to fi h t for hi s c oun t r y mow i n 

t h is he.rd hour o f pe ril, sha.11 never hav e t h is h n d o f mine, f or 

if he wi l l no t protect and d e fend hi s c oun try , he wi l l no t p ro tect 

and defend me .' " 35 

The f ollowi n g l etter, cornmunica,t ed t o the Gazette , 
I 

i s probably as f ull a n ex9res s ion of the feel i n towa rd Li n coib.n 

a.t the time a s c oul d be found . It i s pe r haps a trifle ext r eme, 

b ut e x tremeties were ordina ry i n the se h ectic days . 

"The Las t Pres i dent o f the Un i ted S tates" 

" ••• t he l a s t P res i dent of the United S t a t es is 

Abra ham L i ncoln a n a me res cued from ob scurity only to be cons i gn ed 

to i mpe ris hable s co rn e.n d i nfa my . I n him we find a n a s s e mbl age 

o f the mo s t odi o u s vices •.••• · 1th reg a rd to h i s cowa r d ice we need 

no othe r t estimony than his He ~ira from Ha r r i sburg in the d i sgui s e 

of a Hi g hl a n d dres s •••• But the c r owna:ng, in fam~o f a.11 his vices 

is the threa t of h i mself a n d~ he l e a ders o f hi s v a n da l ho r des to 

exc i t e a servile war •.• would res ult i n h o rrors, c ompa red with 

which , the most barbarous n d i a n crue l ti es woul d be a cts of mercy •••• 

That a ma n of Li n coln ' s low i n s ti n cts, who w s probably nev er ad

mitted in t o g ood s oci e ty un til he had p a s e. ed the ag e a t wh ic h he 

co uld hav e ~een benefitted b y its refi n ing infl u e n ce should 

35 o Ibid. 
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thi rs t for b l ood and p lund e r is not a t a ll surpri s ing . But t ha t 

a man of Gen. Scot t 's world wi de reputat ion , a nd he too a Vir g i n i an , 

should be willing to unshea t he t he s word g iven h im by his n a tive 

S t a te and stain his m tricida l hands wi t h the b lood o f a mother , 

who has c heri shed and honored h i m f rom y o u th to ho a ry g e , seems 

to be a climax of trea s on , i n g r a ti t ude, a n d i nfa my a l most incred i ble • 

••• A mothe r who finds t hat in a b e love d a n d cherished son she has 

only been che ri shing i n her b o som a vipe r , whos e only return for 

11 t he ma terna l love l a v ished u Don him 1 s to stin · her to dea th ••• 

His ha tred a n d enmi ty must soon be buried with him in a dis hon ored 

grave , a n d then like Benedict Arnold , to be de s p is ed , ev e n by the 

unp ri n cipa led myrmidons , i n who s e seryrice he has forf e ited wha t 

to e.11 men sho ud be dearer even than life a n d much more t han 

g old - his honor . 

36 ( S i gned) - Virg inia n" 

This a tta ck on Gen eral Scott g ives n i dea o f 

the lig h t in whic h t he Virg ini a ns viewed the ··tra it o rous" con

duct of the Virg inian g enera l s who rema ined with the F ede r a l 

a r my a s Scott d id , a lso Thomas , End sev e ral othe r s . 

In ma r k ed con t ra st to the Ga zette ' s f ormer ex

press ion s on the p ros pective war, are t hos e con t a i ned in the 

ed itori a l entitled : " Declarat ion of var 

" The outhe rn Confedera ci ha s p icked up the ga u n tlet 

t h a t Lincoln has thrown d own .n d a ns~ered •is threa ts wi t h a de 

cl a ration of wa r . The wa r t h a t is forced u p on us is aw r between 

the free and i ndependent South and the l a c!c Re p ublican d esp ot i sm 

a t Wa shington . The South ha s exh . us t e d e v e r/ me a sur6 for p e a ce , 

but she i s r e , .. dy for the s olemn a l t erna ti ve . 1 o t h in c a n ·be rnore 

36 . Ibid o 1\ a y 16 
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man l y and d i gn ified tha n both the s tyle a nd mann e r of t his i m

p o r t nt pa p e r . 

;;The So u th enters u pon this w rfa re with me ans a nd 

re s ource s which rende r h e r more t h ~n e q ua l to the ma i ntaina nce 

of her i n d e pen d ence . She s t n d s up on he r own g round ; she can brin 

more men 2n d better sold i ers upon th t g round than he r enemies •••• 

The wa r wi ll be wa ged on the wa ter a s well a s land . P riva te e r s 

a r e a l re ady prepa r ing f or se , a n d a s many a s t h r e e thous a n d 

aonl ic a tions for l e t ters of ma r q ue a re befo re t he Montg ome ry 
t ne 

Gov e rnment. It ie y os s ible that/medi a t ion of En gl a nd and Fr a nce 

may be mnt e r p o sed to p revent t he g i antic s truggle wh ich i s a t 

h n d , a n d our po s ition n d their intere sts und oubted l y g i v e them 
I 

t he r i g ht t o i nterpo s~ . The South asks n o thi n g b ut wh ti s ri g h t , 

a n d wi ll submit t o no thing tha t i s wDong . She i n tends to de f e n d 

hersel f ~s lon g as a man lives who d es e rves to be c a lled a ma n , 

a n d strong in he r ca u se , her cour .g e , a n d a bove a ll, t he g ua r d ian

s h i p o f Heaven , she d r aw s the sword e.n d t h rows away the s c a b bard . " 37 

In the li ,r ht of subs e q uent ev ents it i s intere s ting 

to notice here the de pendenc e pu t on the ' outhe r n mi l ita ry s u premac y 

n d on Euro pe a n i n tervention~ Thoug h the Con federa te s old i e r s 

u roved themselv es s upe ri or on many f i e l d s , Southe rn re s ources , 

the n umb e r s of the Southe rn a r mi ee , an d the inte rven tion of 

forei gn n a tions f a iled to ma t eri a l ize . 

The n e xt selection i s r a t he r re t rospe t ive to the 

Ga zet te ' s conse rvativ e a t t itude . In t his ar t i cle t he writer 

pl e ad s f or f a ir pla y n d f or abstinanc e from ac tion w le ' mi ht 

l ater be reg rett ed . 

37 . I b i d . 
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" Durine, the excitement inc i d ent to revol u t ion 

it i s extrerne ly d i ff i c u l t to keep the qass i::ms under t he contro l 

of re n son - W a r e liabl to be c Rrri e d away by i pul se , a n d ur

rle d into the co□m ' ss lon of ac t s of in j u st ice to o u r fe llow ci ti 

z e ns . .. The Fren c h Rev ol '...lti on wa s here cited a s a n exanpl e oft is . 

g ov ermnent t o 

" The pe ople of t he South c l , .i m the ri5 ht to "· 
t'keY 

w~1ich1'a s sen t ••• bel i e v ing tha t Jowe rs n ot r ant ed 

by the peopl e hav e been usurped b y the Bl a ck Re public a n party , 

we nave t a e n up arm s t o d efend our ri g ht s a n d o ur peppesent tives 

to the S t ate Conv e n tion hav e enacted a n o r d inan ce , de c l arin o ur 

i ndepen den c e o f t he g overnmen t of t he n it e d St at e s •.• 

" 1 l rea dy a n i n toler t,_nce ha s been •.• manifes ted ••• 
/ 

One sugg e s ts tha t a ll 1r t10 v ot e A.c:: ains t t ' e ord inan c e be f o rc e d 

into the a rmy - An other s a ys t hey should be n ~tif i ed to lea v e 

t h e St te , a n d othe rs pro pose t o t rea t t he m to a coat of t a r a n d 

fe At bers . Thi s i s a ll wr on g a n d s ubvers i ve o f t h e funda menta l 

pri n c i pl e s of our ~re sen t revolution . Al l men h ve the r i g h t of 

e xore es in&i the i r o oinion 2 ... We should re member thB.t the ord in ne e 

i s not in for ce un t il sancti f i ed by t h e pe op l e •.• I f a fe l l ow ci 

ti zen is not to b e a llowed to exerci se h i A f r ee wi l l i n ca s t ing 

h i s v ote , t hen t he e u mission of t he q ue s t ion i s me r e moc kery . •· 

A v o te Napole on had t he · " f r iBe pe op l e " t ake i s c ited here . Th o s e 

who v o ted a .a i n s t t he Emoe ro r were to be shot. 

" Many of o ur be s t c i ti z ens , true and loy a l 

to Southe rn r i hts h v e b een ' Un i on men ' a n d stil l be lie v e t ha t 

t he Border St ate s ha ve n o t ado pted the b est met od o f redre s sing 

t heir g r i e v a n ces •.• y e t t hey a re r e ady to de fend Vi r . i n i a with the 
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l a s t d rop of t he ir b lood ." 

The conclus ion of t he a rticle a tta c ked " s e lf cons 

ti tuted cens o rs " a n d advi sed the m to " b e s ure you a re r i g ht in 

your eu s oicions b efore you d o injuetic e to your fri ends." 38 

A typ ica l tribut e of t he t i ne s i s en t itled " The Lad i e s" 

a n d sta t e s tha t "the l ad i es of t h e So uth ha v e fr o the be i nn i n g 

of our tro ub le be en i n f avor of se cession ," and tha t "hundreds 

throug hout the St a t e are da ily e mploye d i n t he ~a nufa c t uri n g of 

clothing and e q ui p:nen t for t he s old i e rs , c rt r i dges a n d mu..Di ti ::ms 

of wa r for the rec ep tion of the VPnda l horde s who thre a ten to in

v a.de us - '1rhilst they thus contribute to our phys ic a l wants t hey 

a r e eve r rea dy with pl ea s ant smiles a9-d e n c o ura •r i n g c ounsels ••• " 

Es ecia l t ribute wa s then pa i d to t he l a d ies of Roc kbridge Co u..Dty . 39 

" The Sec ess ion of Virg inia 

" La st Thurs da y t he f r eemen of Virg i n i voted t hems elves 

o u t of t he corrupt , ro tten, a n d aboliti on ized desp o t ism of t he 

or t hern usurpers . o i nk or s wim , l ive or d i e , s urvive or pe rish , 

t h e ir de s t inie s a re n ow c s t wit h the ·' out hern Confede r a cy ••.• The 

true Ame ri ca n f l a now floa t s at t he South over the homes of t h e 

bra v e and l a n d of thos e ••• who will be freg desp i te al l the diabol

ica l effort s of t r e a c herous Ya nkee t yra n ts to e n s l a v e them." 

The e d itoria l s a i d tha t t he secession da y would be 

long rememb e red , a s wa s tha t day in '76 when our f orefat h rs p ro

c~a i me d their inde pend e nce . Virg inia , it sa id, has stood the 

wrong s o f t he Nort h loner than se emed p o s s ible , b ut had fina lly 

dec i ded to resist ; " then d i d the sov e r e i gn peopl e of Virg inia ris e 

in their s treng th a ~d in\the nobl e spirit of her time - honore d motto , 

' 0 i c Se mp e r Tyrannis .'" 

38 . Ibid . t1fo y 23 39 • Ibid . 
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"With t he exc e p tion of a little d isaffection in. 

same of the .N or t hwes t e rn counti es the re turns of the vote on the 

ordinance of s e ce s sion will exh i bit a l mos t enti re unanimity among 

e 
t he p opl e of Virg i n i a in sh k in · off the Li~coln d yna s ty of 

A 

Northe r n opp re ss ion a n d spolia tion m li gnity . " The s truggle might 

be lon g a n d hard , it was s a i d , b ut no ma t ter wha t the price , 

Virg, i n i a would "drive b a ck t he hirel ing x merce na ries of Abolition 

fan a ticism or whi ten the h i lls and v a lli es of our St a t e 1 ith t he 

blea ched b ones o f t he Yanke e i nv aders o Virg i n i a 's a ct of s e cess ion 

wa s don e in self d efense , ~n d if f o r t ha t we a re to h v e long 

a nd b loody internecine war , and after we hav e t riump hantly s us

t a ined oun c a use, as we trus t in God we may, the North comes more 
I 

cooly ~nd c a lmly to r eckon u p on whom t he r e spons i b ility for t he 

bloody s trug le res ts , we c a n t ruly s a y to her -

"' Shake not thy g ory loc ics a t ( us) 

"' Thou c anst no t s a y ( we ) did it. 1 11 

This edi tori a l rea lly b rin g s t o a clo s e the 

p e r iod under s urvey . The a ttitud e as expres s e d in this ne eds n o 

interpreta tion . From he re on the re is only one side to the con

trov ersy a s far as the Ga ze tt e is conc e rned . 

The s urvey of this pape r s eems to show pretty 

def i n itely a c onserva t ive a ttitude thro ug hout o All hurried or 

hot-hea ded a ction wa s d iscoura g e d tm.til the a ctua l a ct of se 

cession, and a r a t her st r ong Un ion ton e pe rvade s the editori a l 

po licy be f ore the Or d inan c e wa s passed . Of cours e , a f t er this 

ac t the pape r s u pports Virg ini a ' s de cision absolute ly, which 

is t ypi c a l I believe of Rockbri dge County' s a t titude s o 

40. bid. May 30 . 
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THE VALLEY STAR , NOVEMBER 15, 1860 TO APRiL 18 , 1861 

The first e d itoria l of i mporta nce regar d in t his 

subject ap oe a red on November 15 and concerned the election jus t 

past . 

11 The Re s ult 

"Now tha t the battle is ov e r and the smo ke a nd d ust 

suff iciently clea red away to enable us to look over t he ba ttle 

field , and as certa in the damag e done to t h is f a ir f a bric of ours, 

we a t once, from the no t es of prepa r a ion, rea lize our awful s it

uat iono Tha t v. e a r e up on the he e ls of a crisis, no s a ne man will 

deny •••• The Union ~ It is gone, tha t pre cious jewe l a round wh~ch 

the Americ a n heart clung a nd throbbed with .t).oy for so many long 

y ears . An d f anat icism, ha tred, malice a nd reveng e, now re i gn tri

umphant throug hout the l eng th a nd brea dth of the l a nd. An d here 

come s the enquiry, from whence prooeede th the destructive e lement? 

' e answe r from the orth a nd from the South, from the East and 
--9 i' )1 

fro m the westo The vile politician amd the selfish man, the ian-

atic a n d the self- const ituted natriot, a re resp ons ible f or the 

misery a n d woe tha t is a bout to b e enta iled upon SB innocent and 

unsuspecting people ••.• The man who could utter a word and r a i se 

his a r m a ga in s t the Un ion, d ese rve s banishment from the land. 

Li n coln i s elected , a n d s ectionalism in one end of t his Union is 

triumphan t · n d the Uni on is broken up ••.. 1' 
1 

This r a t he r pes s i mi s tic viewpoint i s followed by one 

which seems to look f orw r d to what eventua lly came, wa r. 

1. The Valley Star, Novembe r 15, 1860 
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"Anniversa ry of the Rockbridge ifles 
politica l 

"In the se hit:h a n d exciting/ti mes our pe culiar insti-

t u ti ons deman d defence - suc h as we ha v e i n t he Roc kbridg e Rifles. 

Ev ery encoura ge ment i n the p ower of our citizens shoul d b e ex

tended to t h is comp ny; an d e woul d here s u es t t o our town 

a utho r ities , ( an d we believe it wmuld meet with the approbation 

of our citizens) t ha t they rent t he Odd Fe llow~ Hall f or t he com

pany to drill in." 2 

The f oll owing editoria l pre sen ts the same views as to 

the duties a nd ability of t he Border St a tes to prevent c onflict 

or pre ci pita te a ction, as do e s the a zette. 

"Our Duty 
I 

'' ••• it would be madne ss f or Vir -inia to t h i nk of following 

the d isunion lead . He r true posit i on is, in c ::mjunction with the 

other conse rva tive and borde r Sout he rn St ate s, to p resent an im

p osing front tn the way of energetic remons trance aga ins t a rmed 

collision betwe en t he Feder a l Governillent a n d the Seceding St a t es , 

s o J s to a void t he calamities of civil war -a nd g ive u s time to 

a tte~p t •t lea st to compose the se ang ry difficulties by friend ly 

n egotia tion. An d for this l as t pur p o s e we s ee no p l a n s o fe a sible 

a s tha t prop o sed by Gov. Le tche r, f or a convention of a ll the 

State s und e r the 5th a rticle of t he Constitution." 3 

One of the i deas most objected to in Ro ckb r idg e coun ty 

was t hat the St a t e was being " hitc hed" to t he Cot ton Bt a t es whe t he r 

it would o r n o. 

" ••• Virg inia too, ••• is b e ing 'hitched on' to thes e 

St ates ••. tha t she must g o with t hem. Will you cons ent to t his g ood 

~- Ibid . Nov ember 22 
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people? Are yo u p re pare d for Di sunion a n d civil wa r , unde r the 

dictation of the Cotton States? If n ot wak e up ! Re a, li ze the f a ct 

t ha t we are in t he mi d st of Revol u t ion, a n d b e pre pared to ex~end 

a ll your ene r jes of thoug ht a n d action f o r the p re s erva tion of 

the Con s ti tut ion a nd the Union, a nd to a vert the horrible evils 

of fra tricida l stri f e - o f brothe r' s blood shed by brother ' s hands.'' 4 

The S t a r e D[o ressed its f ee lin · s con ce rn ing " Dis 

unionis t s " by s a ying : " If a ny of them stra y into t he se pa rts be -

we re othem ." 5 

On December 6 a letter was printed f r om a corres

pon dent si gning himself "Na tiona l Democra t", which d enied the 

St a r's statemen t t ha t a State ha d a con s titutional ri g h t to secede 
I 

"for just c a use ." The l etter s a id t ha t t his wa s me r e ly the " ri g h t 

of Revolution" , an d q uote di Jefferson , Mad ison , a nd Jackson to 

support hts con ten tion. 6 

In re plying the St a r s a id: "In our humble o p inion 

the Fede r a l Gove rn ent i s not a g overnment of the £ e Ople, but 
,_--\ 

o f the St a t es who formed it, and by whom■ i t wa s a d o ted in SUte 

convention , a n d by the De cla r a ti on of Inde p en dence it wa s dec l a red 

to ~be the ri g ht of t he pe op le' (the peopl e of e a ch S tate) to a l t er 

or a boli sh it whenev er it b ec ame di s ttnctive of the ends for which 

it wa s formed . 

" This rig ht to a lte r or a.b olish or secede from 

i s clea rly not a revolut ion a ry r i g ht, the ri~ht of revolution 

dates bac k long befo r e the Con s titution we s eve r dre a med of. The 

r i g ht of revoluti on c a nnot b e cl a i med for a St a te, it r e s ts with 

the pe o le •.•• 

"In t he r esolution of 1798 the Cons t i t ution is 
-

style d a 'comp a c t to wh ich the States a re pa rties ,' a n d wh enever 
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th t compact is b roken or v i ol - ted t hey furthe r de cla re ' the 

S t a t e s who a re parties thereto (no t t he pe o ple ) ha ve the r i g h t 

and a r e in du ty bo und to inte r fere for a r r e s ting t he _reg ress of 

evil a n d for maintaining within their respe c t ive units the aut hor

ized rights a nd liberties a p erta ining to them. ' This is t he ri ght 

of secession , a St a te rea ss uming the p~wers g r a n t ed , when those 

p owe-rs ha ve b e en p e rverted to her injury ." 

The e d itoria l quoted _from Je f ferson a n d Mad i s on 

to p rove the s e points , drew a dis tinction be t ween secession a nd 

n ulli fica tion , a n d c l osed with a few sa rcast ic sallie s a ·a inst 

7 
" 1'-la tional De mocrat . " 

This a full sta te men t of t he argumen t of the 
/ 

··ri ght of se ce ss ion" , but is rat he r p oo r ly expressed , a nd t he 

writer i n s o me p l a c es weakens his own a r e. uments b y h i s il l u s tra tions . 

"The County Convent ion" 

Comment wa s made on t he l a r E:. e size of the mee t i ng 

d es9i te the bad r oad s a.nd b a d we a the r . " l. t did our he a rt s g ood 

to t hi nk t ha t love f or the Union was t he f eeling , tha t ha s thus 

stir r ed up our people - a nd we rejoice •.. If war mus t come t his 

modera te and tempera te cond uct will be come determi nation that no 

human -;:i owe r can withstand or s ubdue . " 

The a r ticle then p i d tr i bute to S muel ~~ . Moore 
r---"" 

and J ame s B. Dorme.n , who!IlB t he c oun ty conv enti on ha d n '.)mine ted 

to sea t s in t he St a t e conven ti on , and concl uded : "Let us crush 

ou£ tha t odious doctrine of Secession oe r se - and so scot ch the 

snake , tha t to k !li ll it would be me r cy - hen 1.Q th_g Polls ~ To 

jQ~ Polls ~~ a nd vote for Mo ore a nd Dorman a s the re presenta t ives 

8 
of t he Union loving p eop l e of V!est Augusta ." 

7 . Ibid . Decembe r 6 , 1860 8 . Ibid . J·anua ry 24 , 1861 
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11 The St ate Con v e nt ion 

" The d uty t h t wi l l b e i mp o s.ed u o on thiE b ody if 

t he p e op l e e l e ct sece s sioni s t s i s on e tha t wi ll be fe r f µl i n it s 

result s . The r e i s i mperi s habl e g lory i n b u ild i ng u 9 f e ee a n d 

h a.ppy g ov ern men t b ut equally i mp eri ehable infamy i n tea rin down 

. and destroy ing ••• " The edi td>ria l s a i d tha t s ome were base e n o ugh 

t o des troy t h is g r e a t Work o f V a s h i n g t on and othe rso '' The L e g i s 

l a tur e i n the Conve n ti on Bill ha s mad e p r ov ision for refe rence 

o f t he a ction of s a id conventi on t o t he p eop le, if they d es i r e 

it , a n d he who ref uses by his vote ••• a i d s in te rin out of 

Re p ub lic a n I n s titutionr,, t heir v e ry life blood •••• This will b e 

a r api d s t ep towl d the e sta bli s hment of a despotism." The pe o p le 
A 

were urg e d to v o t e f or refe r ence , n d 1told to di s trust t ho s e who 

w'i'ould no t . " Be we re o f s uch men o " 9 -
An e d itorial entitl ed " Th e Election" urged a ll 

v o ters to g o to the p olls and vote fo r reference, s aying t ha t a 

da y t hus spent mi h t save months spent in c amp . 10 

Ano t h e r deman d ed, "No Sp litting " a n d s a i d tha t a 

s p lit tick et w s the hope of t he se c essioni s ts . I t conclud ed, 

" The Union me n c a n g ive to bo t h t he i r n omine es a t l eas t 1 500 ma j

o r ity , Le t t hem d o s o f o~ the g ood of t he c a us e ••• which oug ht to 

11 · a i . 11 be above a ot er c on s i e r a t on s . " 

"A Las t Ap pe a l" wa s still a nothe r f lowery e d i toria l 

urg ing vo t e r s to t h e p ol l s to "vote fo r t he men who hav e be e n nom

i na t e d a s t he cand i da t e s of our Un ion Conv ention , ..• a n d d e m .n d 

a t t he hands of t h e Conven tion t ha t they refer t he ir action to 

the pe o pl e . Neg l e c t t h i s , a n d if y ou flimd our St a t e cut loose 

fr om her mooring s a n d floating a monB the r ocks a n d quick s a n d s of 

Di s th"1ion y ou , i l l hav e none to b l 3. me b ut y ours elves . Then to the 

·12 
p olls~!" 

9 . I b i d . 10 . I bid . J a nua ry 31 , 1861 11. Ibid . 12. I b i d o 
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"Re construct ion of t h•e Union" pres e n ted an a r 

g ument GO show the folly of "i ssolving the Union for the pur pos e 

o f reformi n g it wi t h d i f f erent p rovi e i ons , a n d b l ame d t he f ana t i cs 

in New ~n g l and a nd the hot- he eds in the So u th for t he 1
- 7 0 l a n . 

Declari ng that' there was no " irreconc ilable hat 

r ed b etween t he t wo se c t ions" s t ho se " f~r f rom a n y poss ibl e 

ba t t lefield " s eemed to suppose , t he ed i tor i a l stat ed , "o de scend 

to t he lowes t ar umen t on t his s i de of the q ues tion - civ i l w r 

c a nno t be mad e to pa y ." 

In defence of t he Union\unde r t he Cons tituion 

the editor i a l contin u ed : "If Ynd:bn i s n ot ·. oss i bl e unc.e r t h is in

stument wit h a ll it s c he c ks a nd balfn c es a nd c ompromises , we ha 
/ 

zard nothi n g in assert ing t ha t n o i n g en uity of m n c a n invent a 

better cha rter ." 

A d iscussi on of wha t t he s tate of af f a i rs would 

be without the Union f ollowe d , and as a n e xampl e of the sort of 

~roblems t~a t mi ght a rise , it was po i nt ed out t ha t if tne St a tes 

we r e i ndeJenden t of ~ne ano t he r the St a te of Loui s i a n a could 

c lo se t he 1 ississ ip ) i river . 13 

his who l e a r g ument , of course , bea rs on the 

p l a n to d i ssolve the Union, and recons t r uct it wit_ out Hew ~n g l and 

and with Constituti ona l 0rovi si ons a f f ecting t he protecti on o f 

slavery . ' he artic l e . e low is a n . t tempt t o refutejt he a r 6 umen t s 

f Jr se c ess ion , ~ut f8 rw r by the advocates of tha t _ olicy . 

" Should Vi :r'g i n i a Seced e? " 

' he " nioni s t s wished t o hold on to t he · nion as 

long as this could ho ~orably b e d one , it was sa i d , b ut the se ces 

s ioni sts 1'! ere dev ided . · ome deei red i nmed i .te e.e cession , ot he rs 

13 . I b i d . February 7 



81 . 

wished to wai t for t he r esults oft ' e n shi ngton Peace Conference, 

s till others desired se cess ion on -~ rch fourth , a n d a f ourth r oup 

f a vored " qua si sece ss i:m . " The e d itorial directed attention to 

t he f i rs t t wo cla s s es , who s a id : 

First ; The.t i f Vi r g i ni a d i d not se c ede shw would 

be completely s ut-ju a tea to f...,incoln . To t h i s the ed· tor i e.l repl i ed 

th:=i t , "Vi e don't think t he peo )le of Vi r g i nia e o pus ila nimous a s 

to run awa y fr om s o much tha t i s· lori ous in t he pas t - on account 

of s o dastard a fe a r of the future . As nueh as we deprica ted the 

e · ec t ion of Lincoln , we have no such fears of hi m a nd his p a rty -
h8 )9Y 

but to borrow alphras e f rom a nothe r , we ;:i re willing to take him , 

' under .2.£~.!:~s t a nd ~~ proba tion o ' 11 

- - I 
Se cond ; Tha t *Virg ini a 1ill b e ~he manufa cturing 

~ 

State of the South . 11 The editori a l s t a t e a in reply that under t he 

~ree tr de doctrine of e v ery Conf edera te State e x c ep t Louisiana , 

Vi r g inia c oul d not compete with the p up e r l abor o f 1£urope , a nd 

thRt Virg ini a wa s bet t er adap ted to" a ·riculture , g r a zing , a n d min-

. L t Vi i i th h l d on to the Tu'nio_.,., a n d s l avery .·· 14 1. ng . . • • e r g n a en , _ o " 

" ur Pos i tion" 

" It c1as b een our objec t throug hout our enti re 

editori a l course ••• to prevent , if possible , a dis solution of 

these United St a t es . n d i n do i n g so ••. we have i n cur red the d is -

lea sure of some of our pa t rons , who h ~ve fancied to the · selves , 

tha t because we have be en s u ch a strong advoca te of t he Union , 

we . ust n e ces sarily be a s ubmis s ion i s t . _· ow , we woul d d isa b u se 

the minds of t hose who enterta in such a n o p i nion of us •••• Ye nave 

lon thou ht u9 on t h is sub j ec t , a nd we ha v e carefully observ ed 

the age=l!Jessive spirit o f the Northe r n portion of the onfederacy 

u p on t he institution s o f the ~outh , a n d no w th t the issue has 

14 . Ibid o February 14 
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come we a r e f o r demanding our consti tut i ona l rig hts , i n the r i ght 

wa y , a n d in the proper spirit , a n d if we c a nn ot ge t t hem , be a s 

s ured tha t you will n ot f i n d u s clas s ed amon~the s ubmis s i on i s ts. •_· 1 5 

A month a fter t hi s st tement of t he paper 's 
-

p o s ition, the unioni 2t policy ~as unchang ed , as evidenc~ by t h i s 

e d i to~~a l whic h a p oe red ~arch 1 4 . 

" Pus h ing - Pulli n 

"Poor irg i n i s m how t he y a r e p us h i ng and p u l 

ling a t he r. here na v e b een t wo sen a toria l fu...r1cti on a r i es t 

Wa sh i n g t on, ha ilin fro m Virs inia , but misrepr esen ting he r senti 

ma n ts, with their eyes stead ily f ixed on h i g h p l a ces in the 

Southern Confede r a cy - pushing - Dushing - to drive her from the 
I 

Union ." The g lory o f t he Union meant nothing to thes e men, the 

e d itori a l s a id . They would destroy it to c rea te a number of les

ser confedera cie s, with intere s t in only one , 8.nd t ha t one "bas ed 

on a Btaili a nd a n Ins titution - Cotton a n d Sl a very ." These men , 

the editori a l continue d, wou l d d o anyt hi n g , a c cept an y t hing , ins 

ord er to a chieve the i r ends, a n d t hey we re a ide d7'men from the 

South trying to pull Virg i n i a into the Confedera cy by "humb ug 

Stories " .:- h d t · t ' t · ... · 16 oL e r a v a n ages in na posivion. 

· he s ame issue of the paper carri ed a n a rticle 

re porting a ll eg ed d i scord i n the new Sout he rn Confeder cy , nd 

a l s o one say ing tha t Lin coln's i naugura l con ta ined no message 

of g re ss ion, a lthoug h it wa s"political d ocument" and "jesui tica l 

to a.n extent unworthy of so h i g h a functiona ry." This editoria l 

a lso r ecornmenddd tha t resolutions be pa s e e~declar ing aga i ns t 

co ercionJ b y the b t ate Convention . 17 

15. Ibid . ~ebruary 14 16. Ibi d . March 14 17. Ibid . 
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An editori e l saying tha t coe rcion wa s extre me ly 

unlikely stated tha t ," Bad a s s ome o f t he ad i n i s trat ion re , and 

God lrn ows the ir pas t r eco rd shows the m bad enoug h - we g r a n t them 

enoug h p r udenc e a nd ood sense to conci li a te r a t her than 1,tita te. 

They are wi se en ~ u~ h to know tham ind ica tions too p l a in to be 

mi s t a kBn, tha t coerci on will a t on ce r e s ult i n 9rod ucing a uni t e d 

arld b e llig erent South •.•• ·• ence we i nfe r t ha t an a t t e mp t a t coercion 

is t he mos t 1 , p roba b le of events •.•• he p recipita tors t hink there 

will b e co e rcion beca u se they wish to see it .••• May od frus tra te 

t heir ev~l d esigns , a n d s ave f ro n dest r uction, the bes t g ov ernment 

ever d ev ised by man." 18 

In view of s ubse quent events , t _ is edi toria l is not 

e x treme ly jud icious , but it shoul d be re membe red tha t the p olicy 
I 

o f the p a pe r wa s un ionist a t this time . he a ~ticle below announces 

a chang e o f e d itor s a n d a cha n g e of polici es . 

" To The Public" 

" 1 e have completed a n a rra n e men t with o ur o l d f ri end 

Ym. P . Mccorkle , Esq ., b y which he t ·ke s t h e editori a l man agement 

of t he Valley Star •••• we propo se hence f orth to devote t he S t a r to 

the i n tere s t s of o ur na tive a n d beloved ta te. We have wa i ted unti l 

wa iting ceases to be a vi r tue . The Ol d Dominion ha s done a l l that 

honor wi ll a llow t o p r e serve the old Uni on. Every t h in has f a i l ed , 

a nd the quest ion now is sha ll we unite wi t h the p ro s p e rous Beuth, 

o r shall we starve with the Northern Bl a ck Republi c a ns." 19 

The n ext item con cerns f ore i s n re co ni tion, a n d t a kes 

the view, whi ch ,i f it had ma te r i a lized , would have won the wa r -

f or the Confedera c y . It tell s o f the d epa rt ure of the commissione rs 

to the f oreign governments to se cure recognition , and cites his 

torica l exa ill ples to show tha t recogni ti on of a overn ment such a s 

18 ° Ibid . a rch 2 lo 19 . Ibid . March 28 
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was not uncommon . 
that existing i n t h e Southern St a tes/:k!.xmx EEEnXE~~~NXBlXEEX Tha t 

t he commiss ion ere wi l l s e c ure such re c ognit ion is pro phes i ed , a s 

soon a s the f oreign g overnm.mnts realized tha t a de f a cto g overnment 

wa s f irml y e s t abli shed o Such reco •nition would not de pend on rec

ognition from the United St a tes g overnment the writer b e l iev ed . 20 

"War Inevitable 

" The startline, n ews of the 1 st fe '<.io/ d2ys render s 

it a l most c e rtain tha t we are on t he e v e of a bloody civil war , 

Troops and muni tions ha ve be e n dispatc hed So clthwa r d , a nd wha t ev e r 

may be the in tenti on o f the a d ministra t ion, it will be a l mo s t im

p o ss i b l e to 9reven t a col li sion . And for a l l t he evils tha t may 

flow fro m s uc h a contest , we shall have to rende r due t han k s to 
I 

t he Vir :in ia Convent i on. Had t h i s i mbeci le and t~eacherous b ody 

lo o ked to t heir country 's i n tere s t i ns t e ad o f thei r own , civil 

wa r woul d have be en i mpos s ible. Vir Ti n i a wo ul d have been in line 

with he r s isters o f the uo uth ~nd in a etate of complete def e n ce , 

a nd no t in league with the foul b irds t ha t are g org ing and f ilthing 

over the put r i d c a r c a ss of the Un i on. ' Wa it' is sa i d to be the 

wa tc h·1 ord by which t he devil and Linc oln kn ow their e,wn; a n d as 

the fab l e d head of Orphe us fl oa ted out of s i g ht r epe ting aga in 

a nd again a belove d name , so we ma y exp e ct these d irt-eating sub

mi s s i oni s t~ to cry Wai t l even after t he i r he ads a r e in the b asket . " 21 

This a ttack is rat he r unca lled f or , judging fr om 

t he p r oc e edure of t he Convention , whi ch pa s s ed the Ordinanc e of 

Secession shortly af ter the c r i s is. 

Be low is a no the r a r g umen t advanced. for le .ving the 

Union . 

" Terr i tory Nor th and South" 

20 . I bid . Apri l 11 21. I b id . 
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Decla rin tha t the .r orth had t aken more than 

1"iiile share of the common territory, the editori a l gav e de t a iled -
sta tistics to prove this , an d concluded : "It will be s een tha t 

in the beg inning t he te r ritory o f the South wa s f our times g reate~ 

than tha t of the North , while now it is three t i me s l ess . And yet 

t here a r e -pe r s ons in the South who~t ,ill clamor for compromi se ~'' 22 

"A State s Ri ghts Democra t" 

communication in the l a st Gazette over the 

above sign ture , ca lls f or s ome notice a t our hand s . " 'rhe write r 

then goes on to p rove the "rig ht of sece s sion" , which had been 

denied by "A St ates Ri g hts Democra t . " The a r g_ ument i s t hat as 

a nything not g r anted to the Federa l Gov ern ment by the St a te s is 
/ 

r eta ined to the ir po ,:ers , t hey ha,ve the " right of secession" by 

inference . mhi s a r g ument is elabora ted , a n d many famous statesmen 

of the pas t a re quoted in sup or t of it o 23 

The f oll o wing i s a f i ne example of the tri 

butes being pa i d to the Southe rn Ladies of the time . It is headed , 

"The Ladies Are With Us" 

The p iece p r a ises t he women a ll over the 

South for t he a i d t hey are g iving . A few extracts g ive t he t &ne: 

"Every da y t hey are t hrowing to the bree ze 

ba nners woven by their own f ir hands . " 

" Ca n the ca use , thus supported b y the a ctive 

sympa t hies of a ll th t ls pure an d lovely b e wrong ?" 

"If she has not the ct i ve courage of the 

sold i e r , she has the f ortitude of the herot ; and t hose who t hi n k -
tha t because she is all entl eness and kindness , she must b e 

spiritle ss and wea k , d o mos t eg regiously err . If s he have the 

22 . Ibid . 23 . Ibid . 
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footfall of velvet for the chamber of sorrow, she has a heel of 

iron for the tra i tor a nd ti ·ne s e rver; and in ;'.)roportion a.s she 

admires courage an d daring , whe pities and despises the craven 

hea rt tha t would submit to injus tice and wrong ." 24 

The latter pa rt of this smacks a little of being 

more of an 3. r g u,nent to get young bloods to join the a r my, than 

merely a tribute to Southern Ladies . 

Anotam{edi torial called a t. tention to the alleged 

lies and ruses indulged in by the government in connection with 

the Fort Sum Jter episode , and state d. that the Federal officers 

felt tha t the ~xisting conditions of quasi - hostility between the 

25 government and the Southern States justified such machinat ions . 
I 

"Facts for the Consideration of the 

People of Virg inia'' 

Tells of the costs of government and of Vire inia's 

share , concluding , " The tobacco and wheat growers of Virg ini e, will 

understand the question on a ll it s pr~c tical bearings when they 

see Mr . Lincoln ' s agents dismounting a t their doors and demanding 

the pa yment of taxes to the Federal Gov e rnment ; a oart of which , 

by the way , let them bear in mind , ls to be paid for catching cod 

fish on the coast of New :in l and o" 26 

Two editorials , both headed , "1.-Va r ~ War ~", appeared 

in the issue of pri l 18. The first told of the dispatches coming 

in, an d s a id , "Wa r ~ e.ctuel war ~ is upon us ; and i n view of its 

mi g hty consequences we sink al l bitte rness of feeline, - all per

sonal a nd party r Rncor - and ca ll upon the men , citizens , sons of 

Virginia to unite in a n e.ttitude of de fence . 'l'his ls no time for 

three. ts an d t a. unts - it is the time for ha 1: mony of feeling and 

24 . Ibid o 25 . I bid . 26 . Ib id 9 



concer t of a ct ion mong a ll p a r ties . en t l emen , wha t say y ou? 

Fr i ends , citixens , son s of common mothe r , shall we un ite? " 

·rhi s i s a p l ea fo r un i ty amon g the Virg i n i a n s . 'r he 

se cond one men tioned above i s t o aro use t he fi s hting b l ood of 

t he men . I t de cl re d : 

" The a r med c oho r ts of Abe Li n coln a n d the Bl ac k 

Republic ns a re t o i nv ade t he soi l of o ur t a te ~ Vi r i n i ans a r m 

yourse lves and prepa r e t o mee t y ou n foes o The re c a n be n o hes ~ 

i t .n cy now , we must fi ght f or our home s , a n d our f i res i de s , or 

in t he r a.n k s of Li nco l n we mu s t fi g ht aga in s t them . Un shea.th y our 

s words .n d d o your d u ty . e v1 b.o hes ita t es or doubt s now is a 

tra itor . God of our fa t he rs d e f en d anfp rotect u s a nd confuse 

and dest r oy our en em i e s . " 27 

The con fusion and de s t r uction in the Fede r a l armies 

during the e arly pa r t o f t he wa r must ha v e m de Er . Mc c ork l e be 

l iev e t h a t h i s p r y e r had t a k en e f f ect . Th e notic e b e low bring s 

to a conclus ion t h is pe riod of the St a r's secession editoria ls . 

"The S t a te Seced ed 

"Le x ing ton , April 17 . - 'I'he best fe e ling prev a il s 

a mon g s t our pe op le . Ev e rybody seems r ej oi c e d a t the p rompt a ction 

of the Con v ention . 1;/e a r e n ow p robabl y as nearly un i t ed as any 

othe r c ommun ity in t he St a te . 

;, God save t he Co mmonw e alth . " 2 

The a ttitud e s e xp re s sed i n the Valley "' ta.r a r e not 

v ery di f fe r ent tha n t h o se in t he Ga zette . The l a tt e r is more 

te mpera te a nd jud iciou s than t h e fo r me r , b ut b oth followe d a p 

p rox i mately the same cours e . Th ey we r e unioni s t un t i l Li n co l n ' s 

c a ll for volunteer s , a n d t hen t hey we r e wholeheart edly f or se cession . 

2 7 . I b id . Ap ri l 18 28 . Ibid . 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Virginia 's p r o x i ma t e cause f or se c e ss i on wa s 

t he c oe r c i on of t he So uthern Stat es ba ck in to the Uni on b y the 

~ede r a l Gov e r n ment o Ro ckbridg e Count y was loyal to the St a te, 

n d chi efly f or the s ame r eason s that made t he S t a te loya l t o 

her So ut he r n sis t e r s . 

Roc kb ridge Coun ty ' s secess i on a t titudes were 

t hose of the St a te as a whol e , with p robab l y a s t r on ge r Uni on 

sen t i en t u p unt il the a c tua l a ct of se c ess ion , whe n t he view s 
I 

of t he Co un t y and the e as t ern sections were expr essed as v ir-

tua l ly i nde nt ical . 

Ro c kbri dg e men would n o t be d r a ged into t he 

con f l ic t a ga i nst t he i r wi l l s . They fe lt t ha t t he a ll e - a t i on , 

t h t Virg i n i a was inevitabl y " hitc hed to t he Cott on St a t e s , '' 

was a di s r a ce to the St a t e i f true . he y f i rmly believed, a n d 

so he l d in t he ir pub l i cM utt e r anc es , t ha t Virg i n i a s hould met 

i ndependen tly and hono r ably a n d wi th d ue de l ibe r a ti on , as befit 

a Commonwe a l th of he r i mpor t a nc e , an d with he r hi s toric pres ti e . 

These County l eaders b l amed t he N6rthern 

a boli t i oni s t s for the cri s is in na tion a l affa irs , b ut t hey b l a med 

both t hein a nd the So u t he rn " ho t - s p ur s" fo r p!'eci pita ting t he 

" i r rep r essible conf l ict " . Be fo r e the Ordinanc e of s ecess ion wa s 

pa s sed, t hey were only less ha r d on t he r a d ica l wi ng i n t he 

South t han on t he Abolitioni s t s . 

A s trong love of the Un i on wa s prev alen t in 

Ro ckbridge Count y , a n d t he leaders fe lt ta t n o stone should be 
at 

lef t un t urned in maki n · ev ery effort to sav e the Union and " t he 



same ti~e preserve the honor and prosperity of the State . They 

believed that slavery was right , and that outside meddling and 

f i 'th~ i . inter erence w th~1nst tut1on was wrong , dangerous, and should 

be resented and prevented . 

Slavery was an institution 0f so~e importance 

in the County , but the commercial or industrial or economic 

value of it , was hardly worth going to war to ~ainta in . The 

prlnci9le of non-interference by outsiders uay h9ve been , but 

this was no t the reason Rockbridge re~a ined 1O,al to t he State . 

Rockbridge men often declared that secession 

from the Union ~ould end slavery in Virginia , because the ort~ 

as a sepe,rate nation , could Blardly be expe cted to re soect any 

treatj rights of the South regarding fJgitive slaves1 if it would 

not resoect a l aw concerning thmm which wasp ssed under a com

mon constitution . They had also shown that Virginia would suffer 

from an a lliance with the Southern Sta tes because of their di 

vergent views on the t~riff . So it cennot be said that Rockbridge 

County was influence d in its stand by any hope of material ga in 

through a splitting u9 of the old Confederacy o 

Rockbridge men held first ,that Virginia should 

act del imerately , without any outside pressure or influence , in 

keeping with her position and p resti e - tha t the honor of the 

State should be uoheld at all costs . They held second , that be 

cause of her part in forming and maintaining the Federal Union, 

Virginia should do everything in her power to prevent the final 

dissolut i on of that Union . Thirdly , they believed that Virginia 

should not allow her ri~hts to be trampled upon by No rth or 

South , and tha t she should secede i:lfi necessary to de fend these 

rights . Theyalso believed that both the Abolitionists of the 
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North and th.e radicals of tvie South were tryin · to break up the 

Union , that it was the responsibility of the Border States , led 

by Virginia, to ?revent this if possible . 

Rockbridge leaders held finally , that coercion 

of the seceded States by the Federal Government was morally and 

constitutionally wrong , and that if such coercion was attempted , 
/ 

Virginia should secede ; and they declared that Rockbridbe County 

would be first in line to support such secession . 

When the State did secede , Rockbridge put sev

erRl co npanies in the field immediately 1and wholeheartedly sup-

ported Virginia throughout the durat\ __ .3n of the Y, ar . ':Dhe attitude 

of the County toward secession was moderate and firm . While it 

was possibleJ she expressed through heI; leaders her Union views , 

and when , in her belief , such expression was no longer advisabl e , 

she gave of her best to aid in the ultimate success of the new 

Confedera cy in the greatest of American conflicts - The ,iair 

~ Between the States o 

Finis 




