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"' Tis educ a ti on fo r ms t,he common mind: 

J ust as t ~e twi g is bent t h e tree's i nclined." 

Pope-----Mora l ~ ssays. 

11 A boy i s better unborn than un t aught." 

Gasciogne . 

11 I m:pa!)tia lly t he ir tale n t s scan, 

Just edt1.ca tion forms the man." 

Gay-----To a Mother. 
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THJ~ ,,DUCAT I ONAL YS TE1'1I OF JAP AH. - . -.. _..., _______ _,..... 

In the early part of the ei ghth century, the f irst '= u.th en­

ticRt ed e duc a ti onal code wa s put into effect. This code provided 

for the educ a tion of the Samur a i clas s in e ti que 1. t e, ho r sema n­

sh ip, a rchery , readi ng, writing , mu s ic 8.lld arithmetic • 1 For over 

a t housand y ears t h is sys te:m of. educa tion wa s in vogue, t h e 

com:r:io n p eo9le re ce ivi ng no educ a tio n whatsoever. 

I n 1868 , t h e year knmvn to every J a9ane se :-_ s the f irst 

ye ar of Me i j i, the Emperor Mutsuh ito sw ,-rnoned t h e Imperial 

·ori nc e s and h igh of f i ci a ls to the t hrone room and solemnly swore 

t he memo r ab le oa t h k n own a s "Th e I rn:peri al Oath of :if ive Articles," 

setting fo rth the pol icy tha t wast~ be followed hereafter by h im. 

Th e f ifth a rticle of t h is oa th s et f orth t he princi p le which has 

been fo l l owed out in the Jayanese J;;duc a t i ona l system . The official 

nglish t ransla ti on is a s follov s:- "Knowledge shal l b e sought 

f or through ou t t h e world so that t h e welfar e of the na tion may 

be promulgated." 2 

One ye ar later "regul a tions re l a ti ng to Univer s ities, mi ddle 

schools and elenien tflr y schools we r e :promulga ted by Imper i al de cree. 

I n July, lb71, the :Departmen t of 'Education was e s t ab l1. shed a nd all 

a ff a irs :r e l a t ing to educati on b :ro u.gh t u nd er it s control. 11 (3). 

1. "Japan i n Tran,:, i tion"---p. 62---( Abbr. J. T.) 
St a f for d Ran some . 

2. "Japane se :8]duc a t i on 11 ---P• 45---- (Abbr. J. E .) 
Baron Dai roku Ki kuch i • 

3. See next page. • 
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Before decid i ng upon any definite sys tem of educ a tion, 

a commi ssion of i nvestigation was sent by the educ a ti onal 

dep artment to s tudy the sys tems of Europ e and America. That 

a dopted in 1872 was mode lled afte r the French educ a tional 

sy,stem and a ime d a t establishing f ifty thous and e l ementary 

schoo ls.( 1 ) Education was made cmm:)Ulsory by 9ro c h unation, 

t he f irst Educ a ti onal Code of 1872 sett i ng for th t he - i ms of 

the Japa nese Educat i onal Au t ho rities.(2) During t he next fourteen 

years many changes were i ntr oduced, b ut t he Imperial Rescr i pt on 

Educ a tion issued , on October 30th, 1890, g sve a s tab le founda­

tion to nati onalistic educ a tion and fixe d the standar d of moral 

te a ching .(:3) Th i s Rescript ha s b een very f i tt i ngly termed: 

"The :i..~agna Char ter of Japanese Educa tion • 11 'rhe mo st i mpo rtant 

Jri nciples set f orth i n it are loyal ty towar d the Emperor a nd 

piety toward parents a nd superiors.(4) 

3--Page 1. "Educ a tion in Japan." P. 8---Pr epa.r ed 
for t he Eousi ana Purchase Exposition. quote d in "Educa­
tinna l System of Japan," by Al bert·._ls P i e ters, p . 34. 
(Abbr. }1: . S . J .) 

1. "rJiodern ~ducat ion i n Japan 11 ---p. 54---Count S. 
Okuma. ( Abbr. M. E . .J.) 

/ 
2 . J. T . p. o4. 
3• H . :E . J. :!?• 54 . 
4 . Intellectua l Li fe in Japan . (Abbr . I. L. J .) 

Pauls . Reinsch . 
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.A.'11ong the p ioneers of e d1.ic at i on in Japan two f orei gners, 

Dr. Guido ? . Verbeck , a nat iv e of Holland, and Dr. David 

Mu rray , of Al bany, Hevv York, stand fi rst. The former out line d 

a.nd o r ganized t ha t magnificent e duc a ti on a l i ns t itut i on k n o·:m 

to - day a s t h e Tokyo Imp eri a l Univer s ity, the l a t ter wa s the 

f irst Superintende n t of Educat iona l Affa irs a 1~ organ ized t h e 

s choo l system of to- day . ( 1) 

Having t h us b r i ef ly not iced the h i story of J apanese 

Educ a tion, l et us consider the General sy s t em n f t h e ,rese nt- dRy 

e duc at ion i n Japan . 

Th e De :par t me n t o f Educ a tion i s one of the ni n e d epa~c t ments 

i n to wh ich the a dmini strat i v e syste:n of J apan h a s b een divided. 

Th e u i n i s ter of E duc a tio n i s t he h e ad of t h e De partment of Edu ca­

tion, Er. Okuda at p re s en t ho l d i ng t h is i mportan t p osition.(2) 

The :Depar t ment i s di vided i n t o thr e e burea us , viz: Th e Burea u 

of S"?ecial Educat ion; t h e Bue e a u o f Cornman Flducat i on; a nd t h e 

Bure a u of Te chni0 a l Educ a t i on. Each Bu rea u i s p r e s ided ov e r by 

a d i r ector. The first b ure a u h a s cha r g e of Un i ver s ities and 

Co l l eges; stude n ts , nd teac h e r s sent ab ro ad ; li b r a ries a nd museums ; 

astronowi cal and ille teo r olo gi c a l obs er v a tor ie s; i nv es~iga tion a nd 

1. E . S . J . pp. 32- 33• 
2. J. :m. p . 58 • 

• 
) 
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e ncour ageme n t of arts and sc iences; Geodetic a l and Rarthquak e 

i nvestigat ion:m Cmn:rnittees ; the I mperi a l Academy; degrees a nd 

honor a ry t itle s ; liter ary and other l e e.rne d socie t ies; exa mi na ­

t i ons f or t h ose de siring to s ecur e licenses f or t h e p r a ct ice 

of med i c ine and phar ma cy. The second b ure a u has cha r g e of 

k i nd e r gartens , no r ma l schoo ls, eleme ,1t ary scho ols , middle 

schools, g irls 1 h i gh schoo l s , b lind and dum.b schools, e duc a ­

t ional 1 •u seurns , e duc a tion a l s o c i e t ies, and schoo l attend ... ,n ce 

of chil dren of s choo l a ge. The t h i rd bureau has ch r g e of 

i n du str i e.l, tech n ical , nav i gation , comrnerct a l, ~rnd agricul­

t ura l schools, t ogethe r with t h e training o f tech n ica l school 

t eache rs. ( 1) • 

There a r e t h r e e ma i n t ypes of schools i n J apan , viz: 

Gove r nmen t a l, P ub lic and Private schoo l s . ( 2). 

Governme n tal schoo ls a r e t ho s e wh ich a re ma i n t a i ned a nd 

e s tab li shed by t he cen t ral gov ernment and are under t he d i rec t 

c ontro l of t h e De partment of ~ ducation. At pr esent t hey com­

pr i s e t hr e e I mp erial Universit ies, two h i ghe r normal schools, 

· two fema le h i ghe r normal schoo ls, eight h i gh schools I five 

1. J. E . P • 59 
2. J . E . p • 91 

• 
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c olleg e s of medicine, a sch ool o f fore i gn l an guages , a fin e art 

sch ooL , a n a c ademy of :mus ic, t wo c olleg e s of a g ricul ture and 

fo r estry, fo ur colle ges of comrae rce, six techn i c a l college s , 

a nd a s cho o l for the b l i n d and dumb. ( 1) 

:?ub lic schoo l s a re t ;ws e wh ich a r e est ab li shed and main­

t a ined by prefec t ure s , sub - p r e fecture s , c i t ie s , towns, and 

v i llages. They a r e too nwne r ous for enumera tion, but a.re of 

a ll g rades , r a.nk i ng from elernenta r y s chools to colle ge s.(2) 

P rivate scho ols a r e t h ose a i nta i ned a nd e s tablish e d by 

p rivate i ndi vi duals . The n u , ber o f t hese i n s t ituti ons thr ou gh ­

out .Ta-pan i s very l a r g e . They rang e fr om t he school s o f e l e men­

t a r y typ e t o t h e Un ive r s itie s .(3) 

All i mpo r tan t d e e i si ons conce rni ng t h e Jap a n e s e Educatio n a l 

Sys t em a.nd a ll the ma i n po i n t s conne cted wi th it a.r e d eter mi ned 

by I mper i a l Or d i na nces . (4 ) All the mos t i mporta n t ma t t e r s com-

i n g up b efore t h e De par t me n t of Educat ion a re b r ou gh t up f i r s t 

b efore the Superior Counc i l of Educat i on. This Council , comn o s e d 

of t he most i mpo rtan t d ire ctors of the h i gher i nstituti ons of 

1. J. E . p . 90. 
2. J. E . P • 91. 
3. J. E • P • ~ l, 95. 
4. J. E . p. 5. 

• j 
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le~,rning a.nd le a d i ng e duc a tors , seventy or more i n nur,1ber, 

a ct s a s an advisory body t o t he ~ i n ister o f Rduc a tion.( 5 ) 

The wh o l e count r y of Japan i s d i v i ded i n to f iv e educational 

d i str ict s ·.,n d apport ioned among e l even in spe c tors , wh o mak e a 

comp let e t our a t leas t once a year. (6 ) The g overnor of e a ch 

ken(prefectur e), b e t te r known a s the p refect , exercise s the 

ult i mate ri ght to 'i x t h e n umb e r ,fsch ools, an d provi u. e s for 

the ir l oca ti on and mai nte nance. He i s appoi n t ed by t he Emperor 

o n the recomme nd a t i on of t ne Ca b i net.(?) The admi n i stra t i on 

o f e a ch g ov ernmental schoo l i s i n t he hand s o f t ·_e d i rec tor, a nd 

i n c i t i es , t owns and town sh i p s, ther e a re schoo l commit tees whi c h 

coo~erat e with h i m. ( 8 ) Some of t h e du t ies ass i gned to d ir ec-

tor s a.re:- t h e a llotme n t and d i s t ri b ut i on of work to teac h e rs 

a nd officia ls; t h e a :9-9o i ntm e nt a nd d i smi s s a l of employ e es wi t h 

s a l a rie s exceed i ng twe n ty y en( ~: 1 0 .00) p er month; s end i ng me mb e r s Ii 

of the s t aff to places in Japan or grant i ng t h em l e c=ive of ab sence; 

and d i smi ss i ng tempor a r y tea c h e rs a nd lecturers.(9) Di rectors 

5. J. E. P • 61· 'Pl s . J. P • 35. , .-~ . 
6 . J . E • p. i9 , 101. 

~: J. E . P • 2. 
E . s . J. pp. 

9. J. E . p. 96. 

• 
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and supervisor s are a lso sent out r eg u l a rly to overlook and 

i nspect schools. Directors an d te a chers ::: r e al l gov er nmen t a l 

offici E.ls, a,nd subject to d i scip l i nary mee.sures "when the y 

contravene the ob ligations or neglect t h e dutie s of their 

office or are guilty of such conduct _sis in j urious to the 

credit and d i gnity of t h e of f ice, whethe r it is in d i scharge 

of the ir duties or not~(l) Their c l a ss a nd sa l a ries are 

determi ned by t he If i n is ter of Education, subj ect, i1owe ver, to 

the re giJ. l at:i.ons of ti1e Imperi a l Or d i nance . 

The t e ;::. ch i ng of morals forrn. s an i rnporta.nt par t of the 

Japanese Educa.tional system and is based on t he I nperial Rescript 

on Education. A copy of t h i s resc rip t i s p l a ced i n every s chool 

i n Jap a.n , kept i n a speci a l pla ce, and care fully guar ded. On 

hol idays and stat e oc casions it is brought out a nd r e t d t o the 

The follow i ng is t he off i cial English t r a ns l a t i on: 

"KHOW YE_ OUR SUB JECT S: 

Our I mper i a l. Ances tors h c:i.ve 

f ounded OurEm-p ire on a basis b ro a d 

a nd everla s ti ng _ a nd have deep ly 

1. J.E. p. 93. Annua l re ;or t of t he Depart­
ment of ~~ducation , p. 46. (Abbr. A . R. D. E .) 

2 . J. E . p. 102 • 
• 
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a nd f i n aly i mp l a nted v i rtue; Our 

sub jects e v er un ite d in loyal ty a nd 

fili a l p i e ty hav e fr om ge nera t i on to 

g ene r at ion illust r at e d t he be a uty t h ere­

of. Th is is t he g l ory of the fu ndame n­

tal c h a r ac t er of 6 u r Emp ire, a nd therein 

lie s the wourc e of o ur Education. Ye, 

Our Su b jec ts, b e fili a l to your par e n t s , 

affectio n a te to your b rothers and s i sters ; 

as husbands a nd wives be h a r monious , a s 

f r i ends , t r ue ; b ear your se l ve s i n rno de s ty 

and mode rat i o n; extend your benevol e nce 

to a ll; p u r sue le a r n i n g a nd cultiv a te arts, 

a nd t h e r eby cultiv a te i n t e l lectua l fac ult i es 

and p e rfe c t __ ,or a l powe r s; f urth errnor e , ad­

vance p u b lic good a nd p romote co mmon i n ter­

ests ; a l way s re spec t t h e Co n stituti on a nd 

observe l a ws ; s h ould emerge n cy a ris e, offer 

yourselve s courageously to the st a te; a nd 

t h us gu a rd and ma i n t a i n the \) ros:per i ty of 

Our I mp eri a l Th rone coeva l with h e a ven a nd 

e a rth. So shal l ye not on l y be 6ur g ood 
• 
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aild faitriful su~j ects , but render illus­

t ri ous the best trad ition s of your f ore­

f a.thers . 

The Way here set forth is i ndeed the 

tea ch ing b e que a t he d by Our Impe ri a l Ances­

tors to be observed a like by their De scen­

dan t s a nd the subjects , i nfallib l e fo r all 

ages a nd true i n a ll pla ces. It is our 

wish to 12,y i t to hear t i n a ll r everence 

i n common with you, Our subjects, tha t we 

may a ll atta i n to the s ame virtue. 11 (1) 

Photo graphic :portra it s of t h e Emperor ~. nd ?:m:pre ss ar e d i s ­

tributed to every governme n tal echoo l, norma. l schoo l, public 

mi ddle school, g irls' h i gh scho ol, technic a l school , o,nd 

• .1. i gher ele1.a.entary schools in Ja:9an . 'l':i:1.ey art:: c a:ce .f"u.lly guarded 

and only on speci a l occa s i ons are t h ey bro ught out a.nd hung up 

i n the p l ace wh ere t he cer emonies ar e to t ake p l ace. ( 2) I n­

stances have b een k nown where a teacher or pup il have ri sked 

t he ir lives i n s av i ng t he I mper i a l portr a. i ts and :Re s cript fr om 8, 

b urn i ng schoo l build i ng. 

1. J . E • pp. 2-3 • 
2. J. E . pp . 102-103 • 

• 
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The number o f wo r k i ng d ay s d i f fer a.cc or d ing to the scho o l 

ou.t &.v e r a g e abou t t wo hui1dr e d twenty- f ive pe r ye a.r.(l) Th is is 

cons i d erab ly mo re t han the n u nbe r of v:o r k i ng d ays i n the a verage 

Ame rican p ubl i c school.( 3) 

fa_ sma ll pa.rt of the revenues of schoo l s 8.re der ive d from 

tu i tion fe es a,nd end0\l\11ne nts, but most of it come s t h rough t a x a ­

t ion. The school b uil d i ng s are built i n a s i mp le, t h o subst a n­

t i a l , ma nner. The size of t h e schoo l r ooms va ry of course i n 

d if f e r e n t schools, b ut t he capac ity i s c alcula t ed a t n o t le s s 

t h an one h u ndred t wenty cub i c f e e t 9 er p up il. Se lecti on o f' 

schoo l s ites i s con s i dered f r om t h e po int of view of mo r a ls, 

p e d a g~ gy, and h y g i e ne.(2) 

I n ne a rly a ll sch o ols ao ov e el e ne n t a r y grade, male p up ils 

we B,r t h e un i fo r m of t h e school, a.nd female pup il s a sor t of 

pl e .ted sk i rt, c a.lled t : e 11 h akama ." In many sch ools, t e a c he rs 

~lso we~r t~e uni orm o f ~he school. (4) 

The d irector of e a c h s choo l main ta i n s d i sc i pl ine i n h is 

s chool. (5 ) 
1 • .J.E . p. 1 05 . 
2 • .J. E . p p . 1 05-106 . 
3. The numbe r o f work i ng day s in t h e U. S . corn.11' 01 

schoo l a v e r age s 156 , accord i n g to t h e s ta t i s ­
t ic s i n t he Worl d 's Al man ri c f or 19 14 - p .597. 

4. .J. E . p. 107 . 
5 ■ .J. E . p . 1 08 . 

• 
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Ho corpor al punishme n t is allowed. A young .Americ an tea cher who 

was t0-aci1 i ng i n on e of t he IJii dd le Schools of l a goya , Japan, came 

ne ar ge tt i ng h i mself i n to seri ou s trouble by punishing o ne of 

the pup ils. The boy was i mperti n en t to h im and d e cli ned to get 

h is les sons, so the teac her gave t he ch ild quite a sound t h r ash­

ing, with very de s i r able e f fects, so far as t he c h ild was con-

cerned. The act, h owever, aroused a gre a t deal o f i ndignati on 

from a ll side s . Ot her members of t he faculty i m:nediately wai ted 

upo n t he + ' .. eac,1.er and demanded that ne apologize pub licly. Tho 

h e decli ned to do t h is, he ex:9r essed h is regrets i n havi ng in­

f ringed upon one o f t h e umvr i tten laws of t h e J apane s e e ducati ona l 

system. After qu i te a good dea l of disturbance ~nd a g itati on 

the af f ai r f i nally b lew ov er.(1) 

Teac hers i n t he diff erent schools fr eque n tly hold conf er­

e nces with the p arents or guar d i a n of the pupil wi t h a view 

towa r d coop erat ive action i n securi ng t h e gr eatest good for t h e 

chi ld.(2) 

At di f fe rent times duri ng t h e year t he whole school, bo t h 

pupils and te ach ers , go out o n school journeys . Pla c es of 

sc i e n tific , h istoric a l, or artis tic i n ter e st a re v is ited, so t hat 

both p le a sure and ins t r ucti cm a:c e ga i ned .(or the :p art ie s concerne d.( 3) 
1. Th e te a c ~'le r was J_:r. J. C. Ric hardson , who was teachi ng 

some f ifteen ye ars ago i n the Na goya Ji i dd le s ch ool . 
2. J. E. :9. 109. 
3. J. ii; . P.• 111. • 
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Th i s is quite sDni l a r t o t h e Ge r man custon of schoo l journeys . 

An other 4 «{Je-model l ed after the Ge r man sys tem is t he sys t em 

of student service. In Ja an a ll ab le-b o d ied E al e adul ts a r e 

li able t ::> ; ilj_ tary serv ic-e for t hr ee ye ars, bu t students of 

c e rtai n s cho ols a,nd colleges a :re tempo r a rily exempt ed until 

they grad·u.a te :>r :ceach t h e age of t wenty ei gh t . If they then 

v o l un te er they receive spec i a l treatme nt an d s e rve only f or o i1 e 

y e a r .(1) 

Ha v i ng thu s co n s i dere d t h e g eneral outl i ne and ma i n po i n ts 

of t h e J a :pane s e scho ol ystem , let u s consider the d i :f f e r e n t 

schoo ls mo re i n deta il. · Th e followi ng table wi l l p e r h c:.~p s convey 

a g ene r a l i d e a i n regar d ~o t h e schools in Japan und e r the ~ per-

visi on o f t h e gov e rnme n t . 

Ki nde r gar tens-----Le ng th of c ourse •••.• 3 yea r s 
Or ina ry Blemen t -
Rr y schools,------Lengt h of cou r s e •... . 6 y ear s 
}ii c;J'1E:l ... =~lei 1.er1t -
2ry Sc ho ol s , -- - ---Leng th of cov.r s e ••.•• 2 yee.rs 
~ i ddle Sc hoo l s ,---Length o f course ••••• 5 years 
Hi gher Bchool s ,---Leng th of cours e • • •• • 3 yea rs 
Unive r s i t ie s , -- -- - Leng t h of cour s e •..•• 3 y e ars 
Un ive r s ity Hal l s 
(. ost - Cr ad . )--- ---I,e ng t h of cour s e ••••• 5 y e a rs 

Th er e a r e besideE; t h ese a g rec t many no r r;1al, j :,1dustri a l, commer ­

ci a l, agr ic ul tur a l , nautic a l, and techn ic a l schools u nder the 

1. J . E . p • • 11 6 
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c ont r ol of t h e Japanese gover ruae n t, a n d for ni ng a v ery i mpor­

t ant :;a-t of t e e ducati onal sys tem . 

i ndergar t e n s a r e not at pre s e nt co n sidered a very i mp or-

t an t part of t h e e duc a ti onal syst em. It is qui t e a deba t ab le 

que s tion wh ether t h ey a re benefic i a l or pr ej u d i cial to the best 

de ve lop~ ent of t he children. Ther e are 443 of t hese i nstitu-

tions ; 20 8 of t h em pub l ic, i. e. e s t ab l i sh e d a n d ma i n t a i ned by 

prefectures , sub- p re fe cture s , c itie s , towns a nd v i l l ages ; 234 

p rivate, i.e. e stab l i she d and ma i n t a i ne d by pri va t e i nd ivi dua ls ; 

a nd one i n conneet i on wi t h the Tokyo Hi gher lTormal school for · 

girls, ctnd t h erefore under t he direct co ntr ol of the dep art-

men t of e ducat i on . The i nfants i n these schools enter at t h e 

age of t h r e e a.nd ha ve a three ye ars cour se co ns is t i ng o f i ns 1:,ruc-

t i v e gait1e s, mare hes , d an ce s , e tc . The late st stat i s t ics g ive 

t h e number of co n duc to r s or tea ch ers as 1250 a nd of t he i nfan ts 

as 37179 . (1) 

The f ir st elen entar y scho o l system wa s mo delled e.fte:r that of 

France, bv.t dur i ng t he renova tion of the schools, i\'h ich occurred 

i n 1890 , it was modelled aft e r t he el ement a r y s cho o l sy stem of 

Germa.ny. (2) Quite a str B :: i ng wa.y i n wh ich the J apane se elemen-

tary schoo l system r e semb le s -elementa ry e ducat i on i n Germany , i s 

1. J. E . p . 86 . A. F. . D. E . p. 85. 
2 . J-JJ: . E . J. p . 54 • 

• 

J 
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eeen i n t he remark ab ly l a r ge ur oportion of me n emp-l oyed as 

te acher s i n these schools . (3 ) On the othe r hand, i n the 

Un it ed State s, t he p r opo rti ~n of men teachers employed i n 

e l eme ntary educati on i s auite small . (4 ) 

The elementary schoo l s of Japan corre s:9ond very ne a rly to 

the gram.mar s cho ols of t h e Un i ted State s . Gir ls a nd boys ar e 

1.1sually ta1.l ght i n the same schools with ver y l i t t l e differ­

e nce in t he subjects t augh t . But even i n t hese schools there 

i s a dec i ded t endency aga i nst co - e duc a t i on . I f t here are 

enough pup i ls of e a.ch s ex, provis i on sha.11 b e ma de to t e a ch them 

i n separ ~t e clas ses. In the Th Jrty- seven th Annual Rep or t 

of t h e lv: i n i ste r of St ate f or ::;,duc atj_on , we f i nd the fol l owing 

sentence i n r egard t o t h e a i m of the element a r y schoo ls: - "The 

a i ~ of ele nen t ary schoo ls i s to i nst il into youthf u l mi nds the 

element s of mor a l and nati onal e duc a tion, arid the knowl edge and 

ao ility essent i a l for the conduct of l i fe . ca.re be i ng t aken at 

the sar11e t i me to deve l op t h e physique o f the ch i ldren . 11 (1) 

Elementary educ a t ion i s compul sory.(2) Ch i ldren b e twe en 

six and f ourteen are cons i dered unde r scho ol age 0 nd parents 

3. E . s . J. p . 47 ■ E i ghty two pe r cen t of the 
tea.cher s i n Japane se Elementary School s a.re men . 

4 . 'fwenty :pe r cent of the teachers i n t he common 
s cho ol s )f the Un ited St a t e s a re men . World ' s 
Almanac for 1914--pege 597 . 

1. A . R . D. E . p . 62 . 
2 . E . S. J. pp. 55-56 • 

• 



er gua rdi an s are und er obl i gations to send t h em. For v er y 

specia l reasons exe1:1:9ti on s may b e gr anted by the Eayor of the 

City, Town or Vi llage . (1) On account of t h e str ict surveill-

ance of t h e J apane s e gove :r:m..rnen t t h e percentage of ch ildren of 

s choo l a g e who had fol l owed or we r e foll owi ng t he prescribed 

cour s e of i nstruction in el ementa ry s choo l s i s very h i gh, b e i ng 

98.J.O per cent. Th e pe rcentage of daily a t tendance, 92 . 54 ~er 

cent, i s a lso ve ry goo d . He a.rly six nnd a half million 

s cho ol ch ildren attend the elemen t ary schools.(2) 

There are two grades of elemen t ar y schoo ls. First, the 

Ordinary Elementary schoo l, wi th a six ye ar's course; second , 

t he Hi gher Elementary school, with a. two year's course. The sub­

j e c ts t aught i n t h e Or d i nary Elemente.ry School s are-- -r.-:.ora.ls , 

t he J apane s e language, J a pane s e h i story, ari tt.imet i c , geo gr aphy, 

sc i enc e , dr awing , and pai n ting, musi c, gymnastics, a nd sewi ng(for 

g i rls) . The sa.rne subject s are t aught i n the ::i gher Eleme n t ary 

scho ols but the i ns truction g iven is o f a corre cpondi ngly h i gher 

grade .( 3) 

The c our se i n woral s, wh ich i s b c sed on t h e I mp eri a l Rescript 

and t h e te achings of Confucious, fo r m a very i mpo r tan t par t of the 

1 . J . E . p . 139. 
2 . A . R . D. F . P • 63 ~ 
,3. A. R . D . E . p . 62 • 

• 



-16-

system . Jvl:ora l s are t aught in the schools by r eciting and 

g i v i ng precepts , and fur n i shi n g e xc::·,.mples t o i llustrate e a ch. ( 1)( 4) 

Alth a such gr eat stress i s l a id on t he t e a ching of morals , a 

prominen t J apanese educ a tor h a s made the stat ement t ha t the 

average J apane se student i s i mmoral and d i shone st . ( 2 } In 

privat e Chris t i an elementary schools the sy st em of mo r a ls 

taugh t i s , of course , Christian ity . 

Nearly hal f the time i n t h e f ir s t f0ur ye8rs of t he nr d i­

nary :r:, l emen a r y s chool i s spe n t on lear n i ng the J a panese l an­

e;uage ; whil e i n t he l ast t wo year s of t he Or d i nary El ementary 

school a.nd the two y ear s of t h e Hi ghe r :,lementary s chool, about 

one- t h i rd of the numbe r of hour s in the whole cour s e is devoted to 

t ;:i. i s subj ect.(3) Not only do es the Japa nese l anguage offer pecu-

li ar d i ff i culties t o the element a r y pupi l, bu t it a l so offers di f ­

f icu lties to t he pup il s and students in h i gher schools. ,~rny th i s 

i s so we wi ~l endeav or br i efly to ex9la in. I n the first p lace, 

there a re thr e e systellls of ~,r i t i ng in J fJ.pan , v iz: the h ir2,., .. ga.na , 

----
1. J. E . p . 131. 
2. Dr . I shi zaka , for many years a professor i n the 

Aoyam.a Gakuin of 'l1ekyo . 
J .J . F. . PP • 1 24-127. 
4.At a conven t i on of educators i n 1881 , t he r i n i s ter 

of Educ a tion la de t he follow i ng u tterance: " In teach­
ing · orals they( i .A. t h e t ee.chers ) should stand on an 
eth i cal basis characteri s tic of the Emp ire, and b e 
guided by the p r ece ~ t s of Confuc i an learning ." 
_11[ . F . 3 • P • 57 • 

• 
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t h e kata - k 2.na, and the Ch i nese characters or i deo gr c phs . Two 

of t h e syllabar i es 1 t h e h ira- gana an d t h e k a ta- kana. com~9rj_se 

t ogether about three hundred letters. To lea rn that mffi.IDY 

letter s wou ld b e discoura g i ng to the Occi d e ntal, b ut t h ese com­

prise only a sn a ll p art of the J apane s e l anguage . The t h ird 

syllabary, so to spe ak, viz: the Ch i nese char a ct e rs, offers 

many diffi c ulties to ~he pu_il an d the s~udent. There a re 

47 , 216 c ha.r a cters g i v e n i r.. t h e late s t Ch i ne s e d ictiona ry a nd 

of these the or d i nary schol a r must k now abou t 6 , 000. But every 

c h 2rEcter i n it s elf i s a v er y comp lic a te d a f fa ir, for e a ch 

cha r a cter may have severa l me anings, sev e rci,1 p ron u n ciat ions, a nd 

at le ast three d i ff e re n t ways of writing i t . The De par t ment of 

Education h a s b een :nak i ng s t renuous e ffort s to reduce and sim­

p lify the c har a cters to be lea rned i n eleme n t a r y schools a.nd 

ha.s limited the numbe r to 1 250. ( 1) The wa y t he Japanese have 

a dopte d t h e Ch i nese old clas s ic a l lite r t ure corre spond s v ery 

~l o s ely to t h e ~"., ur ope a n and Ame rican ado , .:. i on of Gr eek a.nd Lat in. 

Ch i n ese is t h e classical language a :n d i s also used in t he s cien-

t ific nomenclature of Jap a n. Ano ther dif f iculty i n le a r n i ng t he 

J apane s e l an gua~e is, t hat t h e wr i tten l a n guage is quite d i f fere n t 

frmn the spoken, b oth as to t he style a nd method of ex~r ession. 

// J. E . p . l oo . 

• 
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Aga i n , i n the writte n lan 6 ua g e , t h e e p i s t o l a ry sty le d i f fe rs from 

the o rdi nary i n many r e spects . In bo th wr i tten and s poken l a n­

g uage s the mode of expr e ssion d i ffers i n p r op ortio n as we a d dr ess 

infe riors, equa ls, or s upe rior s . The s e a.nd other t h i ng s no t me n­

tio n e d make t h e l anguage v e r y d if ficult fo r children to l ear n . 

'l':11e r eadi ng bo0k s which t he eleme n t a ry schoo l childr en use , con t ain 

sub ject s deal i ng with morals, h is tor y , g eo graphy, science, i ndus-

try nnd ci t izenship. 

Gymna s t ics a r e t a ught i n a ll elemen t a r y s choo l s from t hre e to 

four h ours a we ek. :B'ree gymn a sti c s , dumbb ell exerc i ses and gGr. e s 

comprise t he c ourse, a nd i n t h e l a st t wo yea r s of t h e Or d i nary e le­

ment a ry scho ols a n d i n t h e two yea.r s of the higher elementa,ry 

school, mi l i tary drill i s g iven to the boys.(l) 

P r efect s and sub- p refects hav e full char 0 e over t h e number and 

po sit i on of e leme nta ry s chools to b e es tab lish e d a nd ma in ta ined. 

Even :priva te elementar y schools, deaf mu t e a nd b li nd s chool s, e,nd 

k i nder gartens re quire f ir st t he per mis sion of t h e P re f ect before 

they may b e e s t ab li shed.(2) Th e mayors of citie s , towns , and 

v i llages, t o g e the r wi th the heads of s c h ool unio ns, have char g e 

of the mana ,:,; ement of c ity , town, a n d villa,_;e e le .1entar y school s , 

and are a s si s t ed i n the d i schar~e of t he ir du ties by a sch ool 

comrn i t te e of' ab out t en . ( 3) 
1. J. E . P• 334. 
a. J . E . P• 144. • 
3. J. --· . P• 148 . 
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The cities, t own s , and villages p ,,y e v erythi ng in connection wit h 

t he estab li shment and. 1, aint e nance of elementary scho ols . 'l'he 

money derived from t u iti on fees, voluntary cont r i butio ns , and 

subs i die s h elp pay only a small part of t }1e tota l expenditure.(l) 

T e expend i t.1re fo r element ary school s has i n crea.sed qui t e 

r ap idly in t rte la st ten or t wel 7e ye 21,r s. I n 1898 t :-1e e x :)e i.1di­

t ure for elementar y schoo ls was ¥32, 835 , 036(or $16, 417, 518); i n 

1910 the expenditure was ¥57 , 076 , 003(or $28 , 538 ,001.50). The 

gener a l rule i s t hat t u i ti ,m fees a re not lev i ed in Or d i na ry 

Elemen t a r y sc~1ools. =ven i n t he :few exce -Yt.i ons t he :fee s are 

slight .( 2 ) Of the 26 , 084 element a:c· y s cho ols of lJo th grades, 

only 1253 c:fJ.a r ged tuit i on fees a : d in these t h e a v e r a :"-;e fee pai d 

by the childrei1 is about eight cents per rnonth . (3) 

The b·..iildL gs of t h e eleinentary schools are bui lt i n a 

simp le though substantial ::nanner, and the e quipment though not 

elab orate i s always suitab l e to the needs of the school. The 

sc_ ool ye ar be e; i n s s ep_tember 1st and e nds August Jlst. (4 ) The 

ch i ldre n are , however , g i v e n duri ng the year a ~out 140 days of 

h oli days , Sundays i nclud ed . 

Be fo re a teacher ~ ay t each i n an el~nentar J scho o l h e must 

have pa ssed t h e te sts conduc ted by the l ocal boards and received 

1. J . E . pp . 145- 146 . 
2 . J . E . p . 144 . 
3 . A. R . D. J!; . p . 77 . 
4 . A . R . D • E . P • 62 . 
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n is li cense . (1) Th is i s the i d eal , but t here is such a lack 

o f t e a chers t hat very 2uany of t:O.o se vvitho·ut l ice nses have t o b e 

em-cloyed. Prefe c ts and sub - p r efects a ppo i n t a 11d dismiss tea che rs 

i n c ity, town and vi l l a g e e leme ntary s chool s .(2) 1rh e average 

s,dary of the Elementar y schoo l teacher is about 17 Yen(or~~8 . 50) 

p e r month.(3) Te a che r s w, o t each over t h i r ty h ours p er week 

r eceive bes ide s t heir sa l a r i es a spec i a l a llowance.(4) Pens i on s 

a r e g iven t o t eache rs when they r e tir e on a c coun t of d i sab i l ity 

f or se rvice or s ome o t h er va lid r eason, a nd a lso to t he f amilie s 

of de cease d teach ers. · In 1910., 659 5 t e achers received in pen­

si ons ¥487, 565 , 919, an av er age of ¥73. 92(or $36 .96 )each per yea r. 

( 5). Si nc e t he cost of liv i ng is ver y :_.J_uch les s i n J apan 

than it i s he r e in t h e Un i ted States, t h is pe nsion i s not so 

small a s i t se ems. Th e pen s ion i s s omev-,ha t over one-th ird of 

t h e averaf; e sal a ry of t}1e Ele·nentar y s cho ol tea chers. 

Aft er gr aduat i ng f rom t h e Or d inary Eleme ntary s ch ool th e 

pupil is e ntitle d t o ad.mi ttance to the Mi ' dle s ci1ool . Since 

h e e n trance exani na tio n s of lvliddle sch ool s a re very severe, 

t he gr eate r mJ.mber of a·~·n li cants go thr ough t h e Higher Element-

1 . A. R. D. E. P• 292. 
2. J. )iJ. p . 198 . 
3. A. R. D • E . p . 71. 
4. J . E . :9• 203 . 
5. A. R. D. E . P• 343 . J. E . p . 204. 

• 
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ary course be f ore t ~ey stand them . The ideal i s to have a 

suff i c ie n t numb e r of Mi ddle schools to adrn i t al l the appl i­

c ants illh::> h a ve graduated f rom the Or di na ry E l ementary school , 

but since t h is has no t yet be e n r each ed, c01.o.pet i t ive ex ! . i na -
1.11 / 'l 01 

tions have to b e h eld. Only 53% o f t h OBe who appliedA fo~ 

ad.: ission to the r egular courses of the lHddle schools were 

adrai t ted . ( 1) The late st statistics 6 i ve h e m.unbe r of govern-

_ ental , publ ic , a nd private Mi ddle sc: oo l s a s 305 . Th e number 

of' te a c he:c s i:a t hese s cho ols wa s 5891, t h e number ~ pu) ils 

118 ,133. ( 2) 

Mi ddle school s cor re spo nd qu i t e closely to t h e Hi gh Schools 

of the Un ited Sta tes . Th e c our s e is fo r f ive years and t }1e 

a v erage age of g raduat i ~n is ove r n i neteen. "'rh e a i m of mi ddle 

schoo l s i s t o g i ve na l e p u9ils a good g e ne ral education o f a 

r athe r h i gh standard. 11 (3) Each prefec t ure i s ob liged to e s-

tabl ish a nd ma i n tai n one mi ddle scho ol., b ut :L n ma ny c ases t he r e 

a re mo1~e t han one to the prefecture . The p r efec t ur e de te r mi n es 

the s ites for the :w.i ddle s choo l s , b ut these r~rn s t r eceive the 

a Jp rova l o f the Mi n i ster of Educ a tion . (4) 

1. J . E . p . 210. A . :R. . D • :B; . p . 136 . 
2. A. R . D. E . pp. 132-135. 
3. A. R. J). E . p. 132 . J. E . p. 211. 
4. J .. E . p. 206- 207. 

• 
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The nunbe r of wo r k i ng days i n a niddle school shou l d 

b e not le s s t han 205 per year.(1) Th i s is sli gh tly mor e 

than t h e a verage number of work i ng day s in the ave r age Amer i-

can Hig?l Scho<)l. Tui ti on r anges f' rorn about 3 yen($1.50) 

per month i n pr ivate mi ddle school s to 2 yen( ~l.00) in public 

mi ddle schools .(2) 

Tea cher s i n ~ iddl e schools are re quired to ha ve certific4es 

qualifyi ng them a s such . Due to the 18.ck of middle school 

tea chers this r e ulat i on cannot b e strict ly enforced, and some 

p ro v i s i onal tea cher s wi thout c erti f ic a te s or l i cense s 

have to b e m p loyed . (3) Ju s t a s in e leme nt a r y schools, s o 

i n mi ddl e schools , 9 rovision i s ma e for ~en si oning retire d 

t eachers and t:ne f amilies of decea sed taache r s . In fact , i n 

a ll o f t · e goverru e ntal a nd pub l i c s chools, c.nd i n a great 

many of t h e p r i va te in s titutio n s , te a chers receive ~en sion s on 

r et i:c- ement. 

Th e s ubjects o:C: study in middle school s are morals, t h e 

J ap a ne s e l angua ge , Ch i n e s e literature , Eng l i sh , French, German , 

i s t ~ry, ga ogr a:phy, a rit:11net ic, a l geb r a , geometry, tri go nome try, 

1. 
2 . 
3. 

J. 
J . 
J . 

E . 
E . 
:E . 

!> • 
p. 
p . 

217. 
212. 
212; 9p. 298-306 . 
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natura l h i story, phy s ics, chemi stry , l aw, economics , drawi ng, 

paint i ng, musi c(singi ng by note ), and gyrnnast:i.cs .(1) 

The teachi ng of mor a l s is b ased u p on the I mper i a l :rte -

script . Th e e ssential p oints of mo r als de a li n g with d a ily 

l i fe a r e g iven; a lso .• utie s to self, to fan1i ly, to society , a nd 

to the s ~ate ; ~nd in t h e l a st ye a r the elen ents of E t h ics . (2) 

I n Chris t ian schools the te a ch i ng of morals i s b a sed on the 

Bi b le. 

I n the subject of t h e Japane se l a ngu age, the mi ddle school 

s tuden~s rinds the diff iculties encount _r ed i n the el~nentary 

school g re a t l y i n creased . Chine s e li t era vure of t he old Class -

i cal period is t aught as an auxil iary to the teachi ng of t h e 

Japa ne s e l a nguage, much i n the same way a s Greek and La ti n i s 

t a ught i n Europe und Amer i ca . The his tory of Ja~an e se l i t -

er a ture s.nd the literature of t he period s a s far b a ck a s t he 

~ edi eval, are c a re fully s tudied . The I,liddle schoo l stu den t s 

also r ece i ve i ns ~ructi on i n ,Tapanese g raJUmar, co:nposi ti on , re a d­

i ng a nd d i ctation .(3) 

F or e i gn l anguages t a ugh t in li i dd le schools must be one of ' 

1. A . R . D • .,_, . p . 132 . 
2 . J . E . p . 217 . 
3• J . E . PP • 221-223 • 

• 



- 24-

the three---Eng li sh , ]'r ench or German. In the g re a ter ma j -

ority of schools English i s t aught exclu s ively; i n & few Ger­

man i s taught exc l u.s ively; in sor, e, bo th "Engl ish and Gernan !Cl.re 

t a ugh t; a nd in others ins t ruction is g iven in both English and 

£ rench .( 4) English is t aught for s ix or seven h ours ner week 

thro ughout the wh ole fiv e ye a r course . The element s of 

r eading , comp osition, gr amnmr, and conversa tion a :re g iven , but 

t h e p ro gress of t he p up ils has ot b ee n a s r ap id a s mi gh t be ex-

Dected. Th is h as been a t tri bu t ed to the lack of good teach er s 

and to th~ extrffine d i r [erence between the Japane se a nd ~n gl~sh 

l anguage s . ( 1). I n many middle s chools wh er e the Eng lish 

t a ught is of qu i t e a h i gh sta n dard, 1~,e fi n d t h at the native 

teachers are indebted in a larg e measure to Christian Mission­

aries f or t he ir t h orou.gh a nd exc e llent k nowledge of the lan­

guage . ( 2) 

The h i story stud ied b y t h e pu9ils i n t h e first a nd second 

years of t he :n. iddle s ch ool is t hat of Japan . In t h e t ?lird ye ar 

the history of t he Ch inese E:ml) i re is t aught; while in the fourth 

and f ifth y ea:!'s , 1:,he h istory of the world, comprising Ancient , 

Medieval, Modern, and Re cent, is taught. (3) 

4 . J. E . :p~. 224- 225 . 
1. J . ~. PI>• 225- 226 . 
2. JiJ. s. J . r:>. 72. 
3. J . :81 . :9 • 228. 
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The fir st ye a:r o f Ge or;ra:i:,hy i n the :mi dd le s choo ls is devot­

e d t p t h e geo gr aJ,hy o f J apan. Th r ough out t h e s econd, t h ird 

and fourth year s, t h e ,.;eo g r a:phy o f the worldJ. is studi ed; while 

i n t h e f ifth ye a r t he s tude n t s a re taught physic a l geography . (~ 

The course i n ma themat i cs starts a t h i ghe r at' i t 11."'Ue t ic and 

goes t h r ough tr i g onome t ry, thu s embrac i ng a r i th:1etic , alge b ra , 

g eome try a nd tr i gonom e t ry. Four Li. ours or more per week a.re 

devoted each year o f t h e f ive to .:,athematics.( 2 ) 

The n a t ura l sc ience course i n t h e middle sch ools is a v e ry 

fine :.-n1e . I n the f ir st year two ho u r s a we ek a re devoted to 

in i nera l ogy . Eo t a ~1y i s s tudie d f or t wo ho urs per we ek dur ing t .e.e 

second y e ar . Phys iology , Hy g i ene, and Zoology a re stu d ie d f or 

t wo hours per weelc i n the t h i r d yea r . I n the fourth year two 

hours pe r week i s devoted t o the s tudy of zo ology . .1J£ o st of 

t h e mi ddle s ch oo ls are equ i ~)p ed wi th very f i n e i nstruments a nd 

spec i me ns n ecessar y f or t h e :p r osecution o f t h e s e studi es. Not 

only do t n e stude nts have class- ro om work, but t h ey make 9 r ac ­

t i c a l experime nts t hemse lves . Be s i des the daily r e c i tation work 

in n atur a l s cien ces, f ield wo r k is often i ndulg e d in , stu dents 

and t e a c h ers 0 o ing out t og eth er on long tramps thro ugh t h e c o un­

t ry fo r the l)urpo s e of mak i n g sc i ent ific i nv e s t i g a tio n s. ( 3) 

1. J . E . p. 231 . 
2. J . E . P. • 232 . • 
3. J . ~ - pp. 236-246. 
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Chem:i. st ry i s t "l.ught i n t he four t h year fx-om three to four 

h ours per w~ek .(1) In the f i f t p. year of t ~r1e mi ddle schoo l 

physic s is taught for fou r hours per week.( 2 ) For two hour s 

pe r we ek i n t he l as t ye a r of t he rr iddle schoo l i nstruc tion is 

g iven in the e lementary :pr i nci1) les of law and economic s . 

"Th e object of teachi ng this sub jec t i s to l et b oys unde rs ,and 

some thing of our system of g ove r m11ent, 0 f l eg i s l at i on , admi n i s­

t ration , justice, local self- g overmne n t, na ture and outl i ne s of 

l aws concerni ng property, c ivi l rights, family succession, etc.~ 

and e le1 ents of economis pr i nc ip l es, of production, exchang e, 

d i stribut i on , constunption , and fi nance." ( 3) 

In the matLer of drawi ng , t he pupil s receive one h our pe r 

we ek i n struction in b oth freehand and e eo netr ic al dr awing . ( 4) 

Si ngi ng i s caught fo r one ho ur per week duri ng the f ir st t h r e e 

years ~f mi ddle s choo l work, b ut not ~ uch i m~ort ance is a ttach­

ed to t his subj ect.(5) 

Gr eat stress is laid on t he teach i ng of gymnastics i a 

the 1ni ddle schoo ls of J a pan . Three hours or more per week a re 

devo te d to it t :iro ughout t he who le f ive ye ars . The cour s e con-

1. J. E . p . 248. 
2 • . J. E . P• 246. 
3. .J. E . p. 252. 
4. J . E . p. 253. ,.., 

J. .:.!, • p • 254. '. 
• j 
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s ists of f ree gymnas tics, du b - be ll, b a r -bell, a nd I nd i a n club 

exercise s , mi l i tar y gymnastics a nd mil itary drill. Fe nc i ng , jui­

ju t su, and sw im.,_"fli n g , t h ough not formi n g a par t a r t he r egul a r 

curriculum, a re ex c ee di ng ly p opular ~nd a r e ve r y genera lly in­

du l g~ d i n by t he b oys.(1) 

A very Ln:9 or tant pa rt of t he s cho ol system of .Ja pan i s 

the iiormal s chool. rt is h ere that the teach e rs f or t h e 

eleme ntar y s ch ,:,o l s a r e tra i n e d . ( 2) Of t he s eve nty- e i ght 

Ho mal scho ol s , th irty- f ive are fo r ma le p u!,'.l) ils only , twen ty­

five for female p u~ ils, and eighteen f or b o t h s exes. Of t h e 

24, 079 app li cants fo r admi ss i on i n 1909, only thir t y - eight p er 

cen t we r e admitted . The s e s tati s tic s sh ow a g r eat ne e d f or 

more no r ma l sch ools t o accomo.ia.te t he •numbe r of ap .')li c an ts fo r 

admi s sion .( 3 ) 

The r egular c our s e a t J or mal s chools is div i de d i nto two 

se ctions. A prep ar ;..:,to r y co ur s e a: d a teacher s I tr a i n i n g cour ee 

are a lso often p rovi de d . The r ir s t s e c ti on re qu ire s fo ur ye a r s 

s tudy fo r bo t h s exe s b e f ore gr ad-i.).a t i on. Th e second section i sa 

one year's course f or me n , a nd over a year and of·t en t wo y e a rs 

f or women • ( 4 ) 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

J . 
A. 
A. 
A. 

E . p. 
R. j) . 

R. :0 . 
R. D. 

334. 
)~ . p. 122 . 
:E • pp . 124-126 . 
E . pp • 122- 123. 
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Candid 2tes for a dmi ssion to the f irs t sec tion mu st be graduates 

of t he -preparatory Hor-mal course, g :raduat e!':i 0f higher e lemen­

t e,r y s chools o f three ye ars course; or ~oerso n s f i fte en ye a rs o f 

age\ ith attai runen ~ s equal to t hose of su ch g r a dua t es . M le 

c and ida tes f or admission t o t he secon d. secti on of the no r mal 

scho ols must be g r aduates of middl e schools or n ot less t han 17 

ye ars of ag e and h avi t1g a -cta i nr. e nt s equal or super ior to such 

g r aduate s. Female c andi ,iates for a dmission to t h e s ~cond s ec-

tion must b e graduates of girl s ' h i gh schools o f four ye a r s 

c ourse , or they mu st b e 16 ye a rs of age a n d h a v i ng a t t a inments 

' e qual o r supe r i or to suc :a. graduate.( 1) 

I n the f i rst sec t ion male pupil s s udy morali ty , p eda gog-

i cs , t:a.e J a pan e s e l a ngu a g e, Cn. i rn:;;se l i terature, Engl ish, h i story, 

g e ography, t -athernatic s , n a t ural history , phys ic s , chemi stry , law, 

e conomic s , p enrn2. nsl1 i p , d r awi ng , -p a i n t i ng , mu s i c , _ .nd gymn a s t ic s . 

Agri culture and com., 1erce a re a lso s ometimes a dded a s supplemen-

tary co urses . I n the se cond section t h e subj e cts of study for 

ffi fl. le pup ils a re: mora l ity, p e dagogics, the .Japane s e l a n guage, 

Ch i n e s e l i te:rature, natur a l h i story, mathemat i c s , phys ics , l aw , 

che ,li stry , economics, draw i ng , p a i n t i ng, manue l trai n i ng, mu sic 

and gy.mn.a s t i cs • ( 2 ) 
1. A. R. D. "'i"~ p. 122 . "" . 
2 . . A • R. :o . E • p • 123 . 

• 
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•
0 emale pupils in the f ir s t section s t udy: mor a lity, p e da ­

gog i cs, t he J apanese l anguage, Cj-i i ne se l i te:catur e , h i sto r y , 

geo g~caphy, na tur a l h istory, che1J1istry, phys ics, ma t :aema t ics, 

nousehol d 1:aana gement, sewi ng, 9e rn,1a ns.r1i p, "r awi ng , pai nt i ng , 

1 a nuel trc,i n i ng , mus i c, English, a nd gyr.ana s t ics. In the second 

section they s tudy morality, pe dagogics, t he Japane se l a nguage, 

Chi nese litera tur e, mathemat ic s , na t ur a l h i s t ory, physics, chem­

i stry, sewing , dr 0 wi ng , pa i n ting, 1!lanuel t r a i ni ng, music A. nd 

s Yinna st i cs. ( 1) Th e yrepar a tory co ur se of one ye a r gives 

the t r a i n i ng and kn owledge ne ce ssary for entra nce i n to the f ir s t 

sec tion of t he r gu l a r normal cour se. The t r a ini ng course is 

fro111 one t o two ye ars, a nd a i r s to t :r a in a nd better f it for t h ,.dr 

work rnen a nd wo:.nen who have a l ready been engaged as teachers in 

k i ndergar ten s a nd eleme n t a ry schools.(2) 

Si nce the st andar d of te a ching in normal schools is ab out 

t h e s arne a s in the middle scho ols i t wi l l be unnecessary t o go 

into a de t a ile d di s cussion of the di f fe r e nt sub jects . The ch ie f 

difference betwee n ~niddle schools and norma l schools is that in 

tee fo r n1er indi victual c ul tu:re i s sought for; whi le i n the l a t ter 

t he fact t hat t ne 9erson i s goi ng to teach i n ele. e ntary scho ols 

mus t b e b or ne i n mi nd. 
1. A. R . D. E . 9. 123. 
2. A. R. D. E . ~p. 123-124 • 
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In lirormal schools t he method of t each i ng elenen t ary sch ool 

sub jects, a s well as t he su 0jects t ½e~selves , must b e 

·cau gl t .(1) I n or der t-h a c t i1.is may b e ac coirl) l ished, an 

elementary school and a k i ndergarten a re attached to each 

normal school . The Normal school pupil t hus receive s ·orac -

t ica l traini ng i n the te a ch i ng of ch ildren.(2) 

The director is the goverrunent offic i a l who h a s full 

charge o f t h e Normal s chool. He sees to the 1}roper ad.wi ni s­

tra ti on of the s chool , and i s d i rectly responsible to the 

Pre fe ct and to the Mi n ister of ~ducation for t he efficiency 

and go od working of the ins t itution.(3 ) 

Te a cher s i n ]fo rmal schools are require d b y l aw ·~o . ave 

certif icates of seco n ~ry school te a chers . There i s, h owev er, 

such a scarcity of teachers wi t h cer tificates, tha t f r e quent l y 

en a nd women without them hav e to b e emp loyed a s : ro v is i ona l 

t ea chers. The salaries of n ormal school ce;t chers vary 6reatly, 

a ccording to sex, class , and ab ility, the lowest b e i ng f i fteen 

yen( $7 . 5o) per ~onth a nd t~e h i ghe s t 150 yen( $75 . oo)per lJonth. 

The dir ector of t h e Hor::.aa l school rec e i ves a salary of from 

1. J . E. p . 288. 
2 • A • R • :0 . E • p • 131 • 
3. J. = . :9. 290 • 

• 
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800 yen( $400 . 00) t o 2000 y en U~lOOO . 00) per a nnum, the av erage 

be i ng 1 10 0 yen($550. oo ). (l ) 

The a re do r mi tories atta ched to e c ch no r m.a l school and 

1up ils are required to live i n t hem . In charge of the dormi ­

tory or do r mitorie s i s t he dor mi tory supe rintendent , who has 

f ull charge of t he di s c i :pli ne a n d general man ageinen t . ( 2 ) 

r a ctically everyth i ng i s given to the normal s chool 

studen t - - - t u ition , food , clo thes, lodging , books , and mo ney 

t o defr ay the co s t of living. Just a s i n elemen t ary schoo l s , 

so h ere ever y ye ar the s:,udents are taken on lo ng s chool j our-

neys to p l a ce s of i nterest . Gr ~duate s of t h e regula r course 

rece :l ve c e rt i f ic 1:1 te s s t eacher s in or di na ry elej1ent ary schools , 

and are requi r ed i mmediately aft er graduat ing t o s e r v e i n t h is 

capacity fram two to seven y ears , . iffe:ci ng a ccor di ng to sex, 

cour s e t a.k en and s t i9e nd received . "Gra duate s are e n --c i t led to 

one ye ar's v0lun t ary ~ ili t ary servi ce i nstea d of t hr ee ye ars 

co0pulso ry service ." If norma l s t udent s are expel led or i f 

g r aduat -3s do not serve the i r t i me a s e l emen t a r y school teachers , 

t :n.ey ust re f und t he stipend as we l l as t h e tuiti on receiv ed . (3) 

l . J . E . pp . 290- 292 . 
2 • J • E • :p • 291 • 
3. J. E . :pp. 294- 296 • 
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Ve ry frequently u9on gradua t i ng frow t h e norma l s choo l 

the pupil a:9p lies f or a& ission into tne Hi gher Horn al school. 

Th ere are four of the se i ns t i tu tio ns. The two f or me n a re 

l oc a ted in Tokyo Rnd Hirosribua and t he two for women i n To kyo 

e.nd Fara. These schools c.: re under the dLrect contr ol of the 

De partmen t of :._aduc a tion.(l) Their a i m i s to t rain teachers 

fo r norxna l scho ols, mi ddle scho ols, and h i gh schools for gi rls. 

The Tok yo Hi gher Hor mal ha.s bes i des t ~1e regular course s , 

prepar&to ry a nd :post- g:c- aduate co ul"'ses . I n he p1~e :parato ry 

c our se , ,h i c~1 ex tend s for ov e r a year, the s·i.:tb j ect s taught cor­

r espond qu i te c l osely to t ho se i 1 the last ye a r of no r mal nd 

i dd le schoo ls.(2) Pupi ls i n this cour s e are adm i tt ed b y 

compe t itive exe111i nation s , and are c :;_1 iefly those who have grad-

uated f rom normal or mi ddle school s.(3) Th e r _gular course 

ha s f ive di i''eren t depa rtments . These are: (1) J apane se l an-

guage an d C .i ne se litera ture; ( 2 ) the Eng lish l anguag e ; (3 ) h i s ­

to ry a nd geo graphy ; (4) Jv~athematics, -oh ys i cs , and c~_emi stry ; 

(5) na tur a l h i story . The co urse i n e ach o f t he se departments 

extend s f or t hree ye ar s or more.(4) The t h ird term of t he last 

1. A. R. D. E . p. 94 . 
2. J. E . p . 310. 
3. A. R. D. :~. p. 95 . 
4 . A. R. D. = • P • 95 . 

• 



- 33-

yea.r i n each of the se de9 a rtment s is devoted exclusively t o 

:p r ac t ice i n teachi ng in a t t a che d elementary and mi ddle sc 10ol s . ( 1) 

I n the po s t-graduate course, which extend s fo r one or t wo ye ·,rs, 

students pursue t h~ir s~uciies i n one or more subjects and at 

the e nd of the i r t i me pre sen t t h e s e s on them . I f t .. ey a re 

f ound satisfactory, t h ey r eceive di p loma s of gr a.duation .(2 ) 

Speci a l courses extend i ng for three or four years a re provi ded 

when oc ca sion demands a nd de a l with such subjects a.s l 1tc:ra ture , 

gyrnn 2. st i cs, agr icu lture, botany , morals , Engli sh, ma t J1er.i a tics, 

dr awi ng, pai n t i ng, ma ,1uel trai ni ng , h i story , geology, zoolo gy , 

etc. ( 3) 

Attached to the Tokyo Hi gher Horma. l School is the '::.' oky o 

Educ a tional llu suem. He r e a ll manner of chart s , school a p pl i-

gnces, sp e cL en s of school work, a n r eference works 2.re d a ily 

di sp l ayed to all wh o des ire to se e them. ( 4) A mi ddle school 

a nd an elemen tary sch oo l are a ttach ed bo th to the To kyo and t he 

Hiro s h imc, Hi gher _formal schools. s tudents in the No r mal schools 

a.:r e t hus enabled to get pr act ice i n te Bc h i ng under t he guidance 

and supervision of competen t i ns tructors.(5) 

1. J . E . P • 312. 
2 . J . E . p. 313 . 
3 . A. R . D. "Fi: ---· . p . 95 . J. E . PP • 313- 314 . 
4 . A. R. D. E . n . 101. -5. .A • R • D. E . pp • 95 and 103 . J . F. . p . 314 . 

• 
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I n 1910 there v.e r e 658 ptrp ils i n the Tokyo Higher n ormal School , 

72 in s t r uctor s, an d 142 graduate s. The r e we r e 700 app l i c ants 

fo r a dm i ss i on of whom only 38 per cent were a dmitted . ( 1) 

Though t h e Hi ro :;,,h ir .. a Hi gh er No r .al School is not a s l ar g e 

a n i ns t i tut i on as t h e one located i n Tokyo, ye t the courses 

and departments i n each are practica lly i ( ent ica l. It wi ll 

therefore be unnecessary to d i scuss t h is ~hase o f the sub -

ject . (2) 'T'he late s t st&ti (:,t ics g ive t h e m.>.mber of 1rnp i ls 

i n this i :a st i tution as 420, in s truc tor s a s 52 , an d g rad1.,1.ates 

89. Of the 1'75 app l i c a n ts for admiss i on , 1 29 we re a dmitted . ( 3) 

Th e re are two h i gher Normal Scho ols for women , vi z: the 

Tokyo Hi gher Harm.al Schoo l f or g i rls , and the Har a. Higher Hormal 

Schoo l fo r g irl s. T~ey a im to tra i n teachers fo r Normal Schools 

f or girls and girl's h i gh s choo l s.(4 ) The a pplica nt fo r ad.mi s -

sion to t h e Toky o Hi gher Hor-mal Schoo l :i. or g i rls must ha ve a 

strong con s t i tution , good mor al character, :i rns t h ave g r a duated 

rom a girl' s high schoo l or normal s choo l , a nd mu st no t be le s s 

t han 17 or more t h an 22 ~ears of age . Due to the lack of acco­

moda tio n s and te ac h ing f orc e, c01 petitive exa.:mi na.t j_ ons must be 

hel d f or a dmission. Of t h e 771 app l i c cm ts onle 135 ve r e act tit ted . (5) 
1 . A. R. D. ,. p . 97 . 
2 . A. R. D. E . p . 1 03 . 

3. A. R . D. E . pp . 104- 105 . 
4. A. R. D. E . p. 109. 
5. ~T . E . p . 319. A. R. D. F, . p . 113. 
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"Th e curr iculum i s d ivided i nto courses of litera. t ure , 

of science, and of art, to which special , e lec t i ve, nursery 

and pos t - gra dua te cour ses a re added . " The regula r course is 

for four years and the ~ost- graduate for one or two ye a rs.(1) 

There were, in 19 1 0 , i n the Tokyo Hi gher l ormal School for 

g i rls, 4 6 i nstruc tors , 373 p ~p il s, a nd 91 g r aduates . At t ached 

to the no r mal sch ool a re a k i nd e r garten, an elementary school 

and a h i gh school for g ir l s . The normal schoo l students are 

t hus e nab led to rece i ve practical i n struction in pe da g og ics 

.n d education . (2) 

'rhe Hara Hi gh e r 1'Tormal School f'or g ir J_ s is p r a ctica.l l y the 

s ame as t h e Tokyo school i n curriculum , qu n li t i cations for en­

trance , a nd manag e ne n t . The i nstructors nunher 16 , a n d the 

•0~up i 1 s 77 . Of the 84 appl i cants for a dL1i ss i on i n the year 1909 , 

a ll but s i x we r e admi tted.(3 ) 

The pup il s i n both of the Hi gher Normal Schools for c oys 

a n d in those a lso for g irls a re un der obligations to serve af ter 

g r aduation i n some sort of educat i onal work . The g i rls a r e 

requ ired to s =: rve f rom two to f i ve ye a r s, an d t h e b o -s from t h ree 

to seven y ears , a ccordi ng to the tuition and amount of st i p e n­

d i wn rece ived . (4} 
1 . A. R . D. F, . p . 109 . 
2 . .A . R . D. E . pp . 110- 111. 
3. A . R. D • J:l~ • pp • 116 and 119. 
4 . ,J . E . PP • .316- 317 and p . 322 . 



Si n ce the g overnmen t h el )S t }1em b y gran t i n g fr ee tuit i on and 

st i p end :i. tM for food, clo th i ng , and books, the pupil s a re qu ite 

natur a lly re qu ired, i n r e turn , to serve a.s g ov e r nrn. e n t sch oo l 

teach ers and educa tor s . 

We have se e n how the young Japanese b oy goes after g r ad­

uati ~n from the e l emen~rry school i nto t h e Mi ddl e s chool. 

On t h e other hand the J apa ne s e g irl may, a f t e r f i n i shi ng h er 

e lemen tar y scho ol work , enter the Hi gh Scho ol for girls. There 

a. ·e 178 such sch ools t :nr oughout Japan ; one is a gov errune n t i ns ti­

t uti on, 135 a r e pub l ic , an d 42 p ri vate . The Governme ntal Girl' s 

High Schoo l is t he one whi ch we h n.ve a l ready mentioned a s c onne ct­

ed wi th the Tokyo Hi gher Normal Schoo l for g irl s .· In 1910 t h e r e 

were i n the public and p r i vate Gir l ' s Hi gh Schools 2,72 2 i nstru c­

tors , 51 ,793 pupil s, an d 11,400 gr adua tes .(l) "Candi date s for 

admi ssion must b e g r adu ates o f ordina ry e lementa ry scho ols, a nd 

ue n o t le s s t1an 12 y ears of c1.ge, or the y ust have a tai nments 

e oual to t hose of the g r aduate s ." Compet i t ive exami na t i ons have 

to b e h eld ~o r a~~i ss ion. Th e fac t t ha t of the 27 ,543 g irl s 

wh o appl ied for adm i ssion , only 62 per cen t entered , shows t b e 

gr eat J.emand f or 111ore and l a rge r Girl's ii i gh Schools.(2) 

1 . A. R . D . E . pp. 141-144. 
2 . A. R. D. E . p . 145 • 
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The ob ject of Hi gh School s f or Girls i s "to g i ve a 

g e ne r al e duc a t i on of a h i gh standar d to ¥omen ." (1 ) The c h i ef 

a. i m of a ll f ema le e ducat i on, whether i t b e of a h i gh or low 

standard , i s to fit t h e young woman for the duties of g ood 

wives and wi se . others . I t is to t h is e nd t hat t h e g ener a l 

a nd local g o vernments as well as the p r i vate i n d i v i du a ls have 

es tab l i shed s choo l s f or t h e educ a t i on of g i rls. (2) The gp al 

t o which nearly a ll Ja.pane se g i rls a sp i r e i s to h ave a hor.i e a nd 

children . ~ 1i s i deal has b een fost er ed and e n couraged by the 

Governrne n t, a n d has b e en taken i nto con s i de :ra ti on i n de te:cmi n­

i ng t h e cour s e of femal e educat i on . 

I n some measure t h e High Schools for g iils corresp ond to 

the Middle Schoo l s . The course ext e nd s over fou r years, to 

l-i ch a n other year may b e a d d e d i f c i r cur.'.l s t a nce s demand . The 

su.bjec 1,s taugh t are : Morals, t h e J apanese l a nguag e, _,ngli s h , 

French , history , geo gr aph y , mathematics , s cience , painti n g , 

dr awi ng, hou se h o l d management , s ewi ng , .usic and g ymna s t ic s . A 

supp l e ne ntary c ourse of t wo years ay be added , b ut pu: i ls 

mus t b e graduates o f the re gula r cour s e. (3) 

'.i'r1e instr1.1ct ion i n morals i s :p r act ically t h e s &t1e as t ha t 

g iv en in Ki ddle schoo l s , a nd is base d on t h e I mp erial Re s c rip t 

1. A. R. . D. 'B; • p . 140. 
2. J . E . p . 269. 
3. A. R. . D. E . p . 140. 
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on Educ a tion and t h e teach ing s o f Confucius . Un d er t h e he a d­

i ng of in s t r uct i on i n morals, mann er s and c e remon i a l conduct 

a r e a lso taught .(1) 

A ve r y esse n tial part o f the curricu lum i s the i n stru c -

tion in househol d ma t ter s . I ns t r uct i on is g i v en i n the maki ng 

of cl o t h i ng , p r epar a t i on of f ood and habita t i on, c are o f the 

old and children, nur s i ng and p r e en tion of i nfectious d isease s , 

mci\na geme n t an d e c onomy in h ousehold dut ie s . Se wing, which is 

t a ugh t f or four h ours p e r week , i n c l ude s a lso le s sons on t ~e 

sewi ng ma chin e .(2) 
C 

The s:[eial co ur ses in h a n d iwork, such a s p a inti ng , emb r o i-
" 

dery , a rti f' i cia.l flower - mak i:1g , etc. , a re quite p ;:,:pula.r, e,nd 

are co n si de re d nece s s a ry for a wel l rounde d e duc a tion .( 3) 

Three h ou r s p e r week a re devoted to gymn as t ics i n t h e 

Girl's High Schools . Th e g irl s ar e taugh t free gymn as t ic s, 

dumbbell exercises, bar-bell exercises , ...;ame s , s ou are dance s , 

a n d me rc·• .. i ng e xe rcise s .(4) 

Te a che ~s in Gi r l' s Hi gh Schools mu st b e i n possessio n of 

c er tif i c a te s qualify i ng them a s such .( 5 ) Of t:r.e 2722 te a ch-

er s employed i n the p ub lic a n d p rivate Girl ' s High Schools, 1140 

1. J. E . pp . 276- 277 . 
2 . J. E . 277- 279 . 
3. J. E . p . 276 . 
4. J. E . pp . 334-335-
5. J. E . p. 299. • 
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or nearly 42 per cen t were men . This is quite a large pro _or­

tipn Oi men te a ch ers fo r g irl s ' schools.(1) 

Re turn i ng now to the e duca tion o f y oung men, we f i nd t ha t 

on comple ti on o f t h e Mi ddle Sch ool course , the J apane ::; e youth 

may, if h e d e s ires a h i gher e ducat ion, ente r t h e Hi gh School. 

The name may b e mi s l eadi ng t o the .Ame ric a n. The h i gh schools of 

Japan do not correspo nd to the .Ame rican L igh Schools, b ut re s emble 

more c l ose ly t h e iune rican Colleges .(2) Their object i s t o 

prepar e t h e young man for the I mp e r i a l Un i ver sit ies. Quali f j_c e,­

t i on s f or e nt r ance t o the se h i gh s chools is graduat i on from a 

mi d d le school. b ut s i nc e t he number of app l i ca.n ts fo r adm i ssion 

i s so g reatly i n excess of t h e c apacity o f these s c h o ol s , compe -

t i tive exam i na tions h ave to b e h eld. Of the 8977 ap':) lica.n t s 

only 2111 could be admi tted , i. e: 23 p e r c e n t of t h o s e who 

ap'pl i ed .( 3 ) 

There ar e eigh t h i gh schools . These a.re loc a ted i n Tokyo, 

Se ndai, Kyoto, Ka n a. zawa, Okayama , Kagoshima , e.nd lirago ga , and 

a re a ll u n der t he di r ect control of the De :pa rtme n t of :Rduca -

tion.(4) Th e c u r r i cu.lum i s d i vided i nto three s e ct i ons, dth 

a t h r e e year ' s cour se i n each . "Th e f ir st secti on i s for t hose 

1. A. R. . D. E . p . 147 . 
2 . J apane s e .:rati on , :p . 189. (Abbr. J . H •) 
3. J. E . p . 357 • A. R. D. E . p. 148 . 
4. J. E . pp . 359- 360. 
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who vfish to enter the College of Law or Lit er a t ur e(i n t he 

I mpe ri a l Un iver sity) ; the second, f or t -:ose who ;i sh to enter 

t h e Co lleg e of Sci en ce, Engi ne eri ng , or Agri culture, or t he 

secti on of Pha r macy i n t he College of ,1Iedici ne ; th e t h ird , for 

those wh o desi r e to enter t h e Co ~_l 0 i e of Me dicine."(l) The 

sub jects t aught in the f ir s t secti on nre morals , the Japanese 

l a ngu age, Ch ine s e li t er a ture , ~oreign l anguage s , h istory , lo g ic , 

psycho logy, g en er a l princip l e s of law, g~ nas ties , and e l ement s 
• 

of econm-.i i cs . I n t h e seco nd section the h i gh schoo l s t udents 

receive i nstruction in oral s , t he Japanese l angua ge, For e ign 

l anguages , mathena t ic s , phy s ic s , ch emi s try, geo logy , ~ i ne r a logy, 

drawi ng and gymnast ics. In t he third section, t h ey a re t aught 

1 or a ls, the J apane se l angua 6 e, Foreign l anguage s , Lat i n , na t he­

.a t ics, physi cs, ch e ni s try, zoology , botany, a - d gymna s t ics.(2) 

Q,u i t e a good de a l of s L, r ess is laid on T,he fore i gn l a nguage s 

taught, viz: Engli sh , rench and GerH1an , for these a . e abso lu t e ­

l y ne ce ssary f or t h e p ro secution of hi gher s tu dies i n t he I mper-

i a l Un iver s itie s . The Latin taugh t i n the th i rd sect i on is to 

ena,b le t h e s tudent t.o u:ihler stan d the t er 11s and te e. ,n ic a l ex­

p ressions used i n the lectures rc.nd text book s on Ve d. i c i ne in t h e 

Un iver s itie s . 

1 • J • E • P • 3 57 • 
2 . J . E . PP • 357-358 • 
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'l'ution f e '3 s levied on e ach s tudent were fo rmally 30 yen 

( $15 . 00) per ye a r , but ha ve been recently i ncrea sed to 35 yen 

($17.50) . (l) The averabe age o f t h ose adr.1i tted to ll igh 

Schoo l s is t wenty . Ac cor di ng to t h e latest stati s t i c s , v iz: 

t hose of 1910 , t h e number of i ns truc t or s i n t h e eight Hi gh 

Schools was 332 , n un i ls 5968 , and g raduate s 1209 . (2 ) I nstruc -

tors are all goverrraent off icials and sub j ect to the r ules and 

·,ori vilege s gra nt8d by- t1 e De :iartrnent of Educ at ion . 

The next step aft er graduation from t h e Hi gh s choo l would 

b e entranc e i nto one of the Imperial Universit ies. Bu t before 

cons i dering th i s ve ry imp ::, r t ant p ase of our sub j ect , l et us 

t ur n asi de fo r a :. ome n t and t ake a b rief v i ew of another i rapor­

t a n t phase of e duc a t i on i n J ;:, pan , viz: techn ical a nd cornme r c i a l 

e duca t i on . 

Forty years a go , J':1r . Henry Dyer, a young Ame r i can, i nagu-

r a t e d a so li d sys em of techn i ca l e ducation . ( 3 ) Up t o t hat 

time f ew techn ic8,l sch ool s of any me r it ha · been establ ish e d . 

Si nce t h e n , t _chn ica l educat ion h a s be coDe vary pop ula r and the 

nvJnb e r o f sch ools has been i ncreas i ng by le ap s a nd bounds . 

I n 1910 there were 5644 · tec}m i cal schools in J apan ; 14 of t :;1e se 

were gove rnnen tal sch oo l s , 5338 nub l i c , snd 292 -pri vate i ns t i-

1. 
2 . 
3. 

J . 
A. 
. J . 

E . 
R. 
rr • 

p . 
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u. 

359 . Japan Year Book p . 182 .( Abbr. J .Y.B) 
E . pp . 149-151. 
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tu tions . The t otal numbe r ::>f i nstructor s in the se schools 

was 6 ,122; of pupil s 283, 418; a nd of graduate s 62 , 448 . (1) 

Twe lve out of t he fo urteen technical schools e stab lished and 

mai ntai n e d b y the go v ernment are of a v e ry high grade. The s e 
. -

are : the 1Jori~_ a Hi gher School of Agriculture and J? ore stry; 

the Kayo s ;1i · a l i gh er Schoo l of Agric 1J.ltur e and Fore stry; the 

Tokyo . i gher Com1'!ler c i a l Scho ol; ti1e Kobe Hi ghe r Cornra.erc i a l 

Sch oo l ; the lfaga saki Hi ghe r Cormnercial Schoo l; the Ya.rnaguch i 

Hi gher Co~nercia l School; t h e To kyo Hi gher Technica l School; 

the Osaka Hi gher Tech11 i cal Schoo l; t he Kyoto Hi gher Tec hn ical 

School; the Hagoya Hi gher ·re chnica l Sch ool; t he KUJ:namo to Hi gher 

Te c hn i ca l Scho ol; and the Sendai Hi gher •rechni cal School . The 

t wo governinentR-1 t echn i c a l school s o f lower gr ade are the Appr en­

t i ces I School, a t, t a che d to the Tokyo Hi gher Techni ca l School; 

a nd. the Supplementa ry Techni cal Scho ol , at tached to t he I ns titute 

for t he trai n i n g of Techn i cal Scho ol •r e a che rs , wh i ch i s i t:.:,elf 

co nnected wi th the Tokyo Hi gh er Techn i cal School.(2) 

In tie Mori ok a Hi ghe r School o f Agriculture and _ orestry 

t h e curriculum i s d i v ided i n to the t h r e e · apartmen ts of a gri ­

culture, f ore s try and ve terinary medic i ne, e a ch o f them r E ui ring 

t h r ee y e a r s for compl etion. There is also a post - 6 ~aduate 

1. A. R. D. E . pp. 227- 272 . 
2 . A. R. D. E . p . 227 • 
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cour se of two years . I n 1910 t here were 35 i nstructors, with 

263 pupils i n attendance in t he in s ti tut i on, an d 78 gr adua t es . 

Th e ap ?li can c. s for admiss i on numbered 465 , of wh o n on ly 94 were 

a dmi tteci .(l) 

The Kagosh i ma Hi gher Schoo l o f ;,_gricul tu r e and Forestry 

has thr ee yea::- s courses i n the two dB", a r t ments of Agri cul ture 

and Forestry, and a ::;iost- graduate cour se of two years. There 

are fourteen i nstructors and s i x t y -ou:oils. The schoo l i s srna ll, 

due to the f ac t that it ha s just recently been estab l ished. Of 

the 330 who a-ppl i ed for a dmis sion only 62 were a dmi tted.( 2 ) 

Appl i cants for ad::nissio n i n t h i s schoo l, a s ·we l l as i n t he 

Mori oka i n s t itu tion, a re s o gr eat ly i n excess of t he ca pacity 

an d te ach i ng force , that com-0e ti t i ve examinations have to be 

heJ.d. 'l'h i s is also the case, a s we Jall s:::lon s e e, with all of 

the gove r nme n t a l technical schoo ls, and wi. th mos t of t he publ i c 

and priva te sch oo l s o f simila r orde~ . 

The Tokyo Hi ghe r Conu.Tiercia.l Scho ,)1 ha s a one year :pre1Jara­

to r y course, a main course of t h ree years, and a p r ofessional 

cour se of t wo years. The pr ofe s sional course i s 0 i v en only to 

t h e graduates of the mai n cour se , and t hu s const itu te s a sort 

of post- graduat e course. The latest s t ati stics of t he institu­

ti on show 70 i nst ructors, 1471 ~upils, and 278 gr a dua tes. Of the 

1. A. R. ~ . ~ . pp. 227- 231. 
2 . A. R. D. E pp. 231-233• 
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1619 app licants f' or a dlrlission , 31 pe r cent we r"l! admit ted . 

Co nnec t ed wi th t h i s schoo l i s the I n s t i t ute f or ·fue t rain­

ing o f CoTill!lerc i a l School Te achers , h aving a two ye ar s 

cour se.(1) 

Modelled a fte ·I'.' the Tokyo Hi ghe r Co:,1:.ae r ci a l Sch oo l and 

hav i ng similar courses t o th i s. a re tl1e Hi gh er Couunerci a l 

Schools of Kobe, Wa g a s a.k i, and Yamaguch i. Though the se 

sch ools are con s ider ably srnaller t 11an t he one in Tokyo , 

t he gr ade of wor1c done is j ust as h i gh . (2) 

The Tokyo Hi gher Te chni cal School is an in st i tut:i.on num­

ber ing 8 21 pupils, with 82 ins tructors, and 207 gr adua tes i n 

1910 . Of the 1513 ap·) l i cants only 297, 0r ab ou t 19 per cent, 

were a d.m i t ted. Th e mai : cour se of t he school i s div i ded into 

seven di f f eren t depar tmen ts, e a ch re qu ir ing three ye ars of 

study bef ore gr aduation. These ar e t he d epartraentsof dyeing 

a nd veavi ng, ceramics, ap~lied chemi s try, mechan i c a l engineering, 

electr i city , i n dus t r i a l de s i gns , and arch ite c t u r e. We have 

alr eady mentioned t h e Appr entice s ' Schoo l and t he I nsti t ute 

f or the traini ng of ~echn i cal School t e ac~ers connected with the 

Tokyo Hi gher Te chnica l School. There i s also b es ide s t h e 11 a in 

1. A. R. D. E . pp . 233- 238e 
2? A. R. D. E . pp. 238- 245 • 

• 



course, a posii.- gr aduate cour se of two yea rs.(l) 

There are e i ght sections of t :'1.ree y eaI' s each i n the Osaka 

Hi gh er Tech:1 i cal Sc hool, viz : t hose o f mechanical eng i neering , 

a p p lied chemi stry, c e r amics, b rewi ng , metallurgy , and r?J. in i n g , 

naval a rch i tecture, ma rine engi neering, and elec t ric i t y. 

Th ere is also a po s t-graduate course of t wo ye ar s. Of the 697 

a pp l i c r n ts fo r admis s ion to the schoo l, 210 were ad ni tt ed . 

Th ere were 51 i nstruc tor s, 589 pupi ls , and 171 graduates, accord­

i ng to the latest st a tistics . (2) 

Th e Kyoto Hi ghe r Techn i cal School ha s the thr ee departme n t s 

of dyeing , we av i ng , and de s i gn i ng. 'r1'1ree yea rs a re r equired 

f or graduation i n each of these departments . There is a lso a 

post- graduate co urse of two ye ars . There were in 1910, twenty-

two instructors i n t h e sch ool, 242 pupils, and 60 g raduates. 

Of t h e 184 who ~ppli ed fo r a&n i ss ion, 85 ~ere a &ni tted .(3) 

The l a goya Hi gher Techni cal Scho ol ha s f iv-e d i ff erent 

departments wi th a cour se of three year s i n e ach ~ These depart ­

ments are ci vil engi neering, ~ echa ni cal engi neering , a r ch i tecture 

weav i ng , and dyeing . The latest statist i cs g ive the nurnber of 

in structors as 33, pup i ls 324, and g r a duates 103. One hundred 

1. A. . . 
2 . A. R. 
3. A • R. 

D. :m . 
D. E . 
D. . JJ 

!>P • 
pp . 
pp • 

246- 252 . 
252- 255 . 
255-258. 
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and t h irteen of the 581 appl i c an ts f or admi s sion we r e ad­

mi t t ed . ( 1) 

'l'h e r e are fo ur de1"lar tment s in the Senda i Hi ghe r Te chnica l 

Schoo l , v i z : c i v i l engi neer i ng , mechan i cal eng ineeri ng , elec­

t r i cal engineering, mi n i ng , and metallurgy . Thr e e year s a re 

r equi red f or gr adua tion f rom ea ch course. There were i n 1910 

i n t h e Sendai Hi gh er Techn ical School 34 i ns tructor s, 459 pup i ls , 

a nd 142 g ~aduate s . 

wer e a±ni t te d . ( 2 ) 

Of t he 564 applicants fo r admiss ion , 189 

I n t he Kum rno to Hi gher Te chn ica l Schoo l t here are t hree 

d i s t i nct department s h avi ng a co -..ir se of t hree year s e a ch. The se 

a r e c i i l e ngineering, me chanica l eng i neering, mi ni ng , a nd met-

a l l urgy . The to t al number of in s t ruc t or s was twenty - f i ve i n 

1910, o ( pupils 29 6 , a nd of gr adua t es 127 . _ i nety three of t he 

355 p upil s or ap · l i ca ,:i t s f or a dmi ssi on were a dmi tted.(3 ) 

I t would be i m,oss i b l e with i n t h e s cope of t h is p aper to 

d i scus s _ i nu t ely the publ i c a i1d pr i vate techn i ca l s choo l s i n 

J apan . Th ey are more or l e s s mode lled a f t er t he gover rn11en tal 

te chn i ca l school s, and t he i r cur r icula are i n varyi ng degrees 

l i ke t ho s e under the di rec t super vis i on of t he oovernme nt . The 

1. A. R. D. E . pp. 258- 261 . 
2 . A. R. D. E . pp . 264- 266 . 
3. A. R. D. E . p p • 261- 264 . 
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5630 public and 9rivate t echnical schools have been doing a 

great work in a dvancing the cause of techni cal e ducat io n . Th~ 
t 

statistics fo r 1910 show an i ncrease over :f'ormer year of 476 
~ 

schools, 383 i nst ructors, 34, 841 pup ils, and 8083 gr adu~t e s .(l) 

One of the great di f f iculties of technica l e duc a tion i s t o 

f i nd. a suf ficie nt nu.:-nber of good and e ffic ient teachers. At 

present t he Depar~nent of =ducat i on i s trying to mee t the demand 

by the e stab li shmen t of '1'ec.cher' s r c.. ining I nstitute s connected 

wi th the Agricultura l College of the Tokyo Imp~r i al Univ ersity , 

the Tokyo Hi gher Commercial School, and t e Tokyo Hi gher Techni -

cal School . 

cons i dered.(2) 

The t wo la s t ment i oned institutes we have already 

Q,ui · e a l arge ntl111-ber of English , Ger man , French 

and .American i nstruc t ors are employed in these Hi gher Techn i cal 

and Co::nmerci al Schools; b u t the tendency is aore and m0re to 

decrease the rn.unber of these tea.chers, replac i ng them with 

native 9rofe s sors . 

I t is i n the i r Imperial Un i v er s ities, more than i n any 

o the r :part of their Educa tional System , that the J apanese ta1<e 

pride . The amb ition of nearly every student i s to sor~e day 

enter i nto, and gradua e f r om, one of the se institut ion s. At 

p resent there are four of these great s choo l s o le arni ng, viz: 

the I m:9er ia}, Un i v rs i ty of Tokyo; the Imperial Unive r s ity of 

1. A. R. :D . E. p . 269 . 
2 . J . 11) • Y) . 353. 
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Kyoto; the Tohoku. I inper i al Univer sity, and the Kyushu I mper i a l 

Un i ver s i ty . ( 1) The f ir s t of the se is the largeBt , olde st , 

and be s t equipped . 

The Imperi a l Un ive r sities are pure dmaocrac ies. I ntellec t , 

not wealth or breedi ng, is the criterion f or le ader ship. All 

men a re gi en equal. opportunities and h e who thinks the de epes t 

and the I7lost correctly, i s h e who will be the l e a der. There 

a r e no "Fr ats" or organi zations of a similar nature , t ending to 

draw small groups of men t ogether . "Di st i :nc ion lies only 

i n b r i ns . 11 Q,u i t e unl i 're a g r eat 1, any .Americ an Un i ve:r sit ies, 

there is not the larg e elemen t of men wh o go mere ly to get a 

go:od time . 'l'he .Japanese student does not attend t :r1e Uni lrer-

s i ty, a s i s frequently t lme c a se with his American bro ther, mere ­

ly to spend money and enjoy life; but he goes ~ith the prDnary 

object of s t udy , a nd it is to this that h e apnlies h i mse lf most 

a ssiduously . Plai n livi ng and hi gh think i ng is the p l an of 

J apanese highe r e duca tion .( 2) 

A great many students are very 9oor; so poor i ndeed that 

they would not b e a ·b l e to meet t h e expenses of a Un iversity 

e ducation , which averages ab out 400 yen($200 . 00)i)er year, if it 

wer e not for the •:> u ts i de help wh i ch they r e ceive . 

1 • J • H. p • 19 1 • J • Y. B • p • 186 • 
2 . J. N. p. 192 • 
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Ea ny ;nen , even t h ose with very small s a l aries , t ake inta 

t h e ir ho::n.e, fr ee of char ge, s t udents wh o are too :poo x- to pay 

f or t he ir own b oard and lo dging. Thue t he se students or 

"shokkaku"( t ab le guest s ) as t h ey a re cal led, are in t ~ is way 

co nsi der ab ly a ided i n the i r s truggle t o secure a h i gher e duca-

tion. Very freque ntly t h e student, i n r eturn , acts a s tutor 

to t he ch i ldren of the h ousehold, or do sma l l ser vices about 

the house. ( 1) 

Graduates of I mperi a l Univ er sities enjoy peculi ar adva nt a ges 

and are grea tly honor dd a nd l ook ed up to b y t he ma ss of the 

pe ople . Th ey are exen-rrwt ed f r om civil service exami nations, or 

examinatj_ons for license to p r act i ce law, me dici ne or phar macy . 

Lnpo r tan t govern"""!l en tal posit ion s a' ~ait t hem, or if t h e graduate 

ch ooses, h e riay step i n t o s0r11 e h i gh p osit:bn i n b us i ness . Once 

let the Univers i ty s t uden~ gr a duat e, and h is f uture f or t une or 

f ame i s a ssured, there i s such a g reat de;,1a.nd f or Jj. i rn. from all 

the calling s of life.(2) 

The Im9eri a l Un i v ersities are model l ed after Ge rman Un i ve»­

s i t ies an d i n 0 ener a l a drn i n i strati on the y are qui t e sir.i.i lar to 

them. The P r 2si de n t who is at t he head of the whole Un iver-

sity is appo int ed b y t he Emp eror. Benea t h the Presi de nt a r e 

the Directo:cs , who a re appoin t ed b y t he Mi n ist er o t· ·!iducat i on 

1 • .J • J:J. p • 19 4 • 
2 • .J. E . p . 3671 
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to b e in cha r ge of t h e several Colleges of the Uni versity. The 

sup reme delib era t i ve body of the Uni versity is t h e Sena te . This 

i s crnnposed of the University Pre s i dent , the Directors , a nd one 

p ro fes sor from each College. (1) 

Let us now consider more i n detail t he four Imperi a l Uni-

var s i t i es . .he f ir et Uni v er s i ty came with t v, un ion i n 1877 

of t he Ka se i G~ ~~o an d t n e Scho ol of M:edic i ne, t ;:us ma.k i ng t he 

To cyo Univ ersi t y . '.rh e r e were t h en four Colleg es in the new 

in s titution, viz: Law, Science , Li ter a ture, a nd J.,Ie d ici ne,, all 

of wJ1ich were, however , srnall and 11:iperfectly developed .( 2 ) 

Ab ou t t he year 1890, "Ger"' ani sm " ca.me i n t o vo gue i n almost 

every fiel d o f le arning and a ~ uinistrat ion . The Toky o Un i ver­

s i t y was ace or di ng ly remode l l e d a f t er t :no s e :i. n Germa ny c~ Yld in 

t ha t s t ate i t ha s rema i ne d and f lourished up to the pre sent 

t i me . ( 3 ) 

The Tokyo I m9e r i al Un iversity i s a t tended b y 5475 stude nts, 

over wh om are 338 I ns t ructors, s i xteen of these i ns t. ruc t ors 

b eing f orei gner e .( 4 ) I n 1910 there were 1 280 gr a duates from 

t he di f f e rent Co lleges . (4 ) There a r e s ix Co lleg e s, v iz: those 

of Law, Medic i n e, _m gineering , s c i enc e, Agriculture, and Li tera -

1. J • ..,,, p • ~ / i:;' 'he Gist of J apan , p. 93 • . , . _ o:;,i . 
(Abbr ev. G • .J.) 

2. . .JI • E . J • :p. 58 . J . T. p . 64 . 
3. M. E • . J . p . 58 . 
4 . A. R. D. E . p. 164 . • 
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ture . There i s also a e :partment f o r p ost- graduate student s 1 

known a s t h e Un i versity Hall. 

The Col l e g e of Law is d iv i ded into t h e four de p ar tments 

of Law , ? ol i t ics, P ol itical Economy, and Commerce. Four 

yea rs a re requir ed for g raduation i n e a ch . There are 51 
Professors or I nstructors i n t h is Co llege, with 2074 students 

and 3'73 g r a dua tes, t h us ma k i ng it by f a r the lar ges t col leg e 

of t h e Un i ve r s ity.(1) 

The CollPge of ~edioine has t he t wo depar t ments of medi­

c i ne a nd pharma cy---four ye a rs b e i ng re qu i :c-e d for c omplet ion 

in the f irst, and thre e y ears in t h e second depar tme n t. 

Co unti ng both departments tor; eth er, t h e nu nbe r of stu e n t s and 

p u p ils was 694, i n s tructo r s 46 , , nd g r a duates 221 .(2) There 

i s a fi n e hos pita l at t ached t o the Co llege , i n wh ich, dur i ng 

t h e past ye ar, 250 , 000 p e r sons were treated . I n connect:Lon 

with t h e ho sp i tal are courses f or the t r aining of p r ofessional 

nur ses . ( 3) 

The Co l leg e of En g i neer i ng is d ivided i nto t e n sec t i ons or 

departments , viz: Civil Eng i n ee r i ng , Mechan ical En g i neeri g , 

Ar ch i tecture, Ap:p l i e d Ch e ui stry, Hava.l Ar c h i t ec t ure, Te chn ology 

of Ar ms, E lectrical ~ng ine er i ng , Technolo gy of xplos i ves , Metal­

1. A. 
2 . J. 
3. A. 

R. 
E. 
R. 

:0 • . .:J • rro. 154 a nd 1 64. 
pp. 36i:362 . A. R. D. E . p. 164 . 
D. E . p. 171. 
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l ur gy, and Mining . Th r ee year s study at' e r e qui r ed for tlne 

cornp le t i on of the course i n e ach depar tment. The:c- e a re 70 

i nstr uctor s i n cha rge of 640 s t uden t s and pupil s. Th e gr a d­

u ate s i n 1910 nwnbered 204.( 1) 

There a r e t h ree departments i n t h e Colleg e o f Li te r a ­

t ure, viz: Ph ilo s ophy, Hi story and Lite r ature. The c ourse in 

e a ch i s for t hree y ears. The late s t stat istics, viz:(those 

of 1910) from t h e Depar tme n t of Education g ive t he number of 

i n s t ruc t or s i n th i s Co l l e6 e at 73, t he numb e r of stu de n t s and 

pupils 423, and of gradua tes 1 11. At t ached to the Coll ege o f 

Li t e ra ture i s an "insti tu te for Histor i ca l Compila t i on ." It s 

c h i ef wo rk i s i n compiling v ari ous h i stori cal mater ials, i n­

c l u di ng Ja.paue s e :rt i s 'tory and old Japane se r ecords. ( 2) 

Th ere are nine depar~nents to t h e Colleg e of Scienc e, 
I, 

viz: Idath emat ic s , As t r onomy , Theor e ti cal Phys.ts, P r a c t i c a,l Phy-
" 

sics I Chemi s try , Zoo logy I Botany I Geolo gy I and 1,Uneralogy . 

Mor e t h a n t 11ree year s are 1qnx2Ii requ ired f or the comp letion of 

e a ch o f t h ese courses . The nu.m.b e r o f stu dent s in t h is Col l e g e 

i s c omparati vely small---only 160. Th e i ns t r uctors numb e r 46, 

and g .. ~dua tes 39 .(3) Attached t o t h e Colleg e are a n Astron-

Oi ica l Observ a tory, a s eismolo g ica l Observatory , :B o t a nica l Gar-

1. A. R. D. E . pp. 154-164. 
2 . J. E . p . 363. A. R. D. ~ • 9p. 164-17 2 . 
3. A. R. D. ~ • • pp . 154-156 and p. 164 . 
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dens , a Liar i ne :B i olo gica l Sta tion, an p_nthropolog ic a l r useum , 

a Zoo l ogicc 1 IV:useum, a Geolo gi cal l.Tuseum, a n d a J' i ner a. lolog ic a l 

The College of Agriculture h a s t h e fo ur Depar t ment s of 

.Agr i culture, Agri'1:ultur a l Ch emistry , Forestry and Veterina ry 

lv1 e di c i ne. The course is f or over three years in each. Th is 

had , i n 1910, 52 i nstructors, 3 12 students and pupils, a nd 176 

gr aduates . At tached to the colle ge are exper i mental ft:..rms, 

paddy fiel d s , a v e t e rinary h ospite.l, s ix. forest ~, an d one or-

chard. I t is i n t hese p~aces t ha t pr act ica l app l icat i on is 

made b y t he students of t he instruct i on r e c e ived i n the College . 

The I nstitute for the tra i n i ng of Agricultural School Teachers, 
t 

with a course of two year~, j_s also atuched to t J,e Co lle ge of 
/\ 

Agricultur e.(2). 

Th e Unive - s ity Hall is ~rictly for 9 o s t - gr adua t e stu de n t s . 

Mi nu t e resear ch work i s car r ied out fo r f ive year s by the s tu­

dentti of this department . A thesis has to b e pr e sented by the 

student s on t h e sub jec t a ·· t he ir research. At t he end of the 

alloted t i me , j_f they p a ss t h e r e qu ired exemi na tio ns , and t heir 

the si s is accepted, t hey h a ve conferred upon them, by the ]£:i n-

1. J. E . P • 363. 
2. J. E . PP• 363-3647 

• 
A. R. D. E . pp. 164 
and 177. 



i ster of ~du cat i on , the degr ee of lakushi (Doctor ) . Dur ing 

t h e i r e r i od of r esearch and study , mater ials and in s trw ents 

a re sup.pl ied free of charge to t he students . (l) 

The l i brary of t he Un iver s ity of Toky o is t h e second 

l a r gest i n J apan, nvmbe r i ng 424,196 vo lume s . This i s only 

15' , 000 volumes less t ha~ t he Impe ri a l Li orar y, which i s t he 

lar ges t. The Un i v e r s i ty Li brary wa s , i n 1910, open to th e 

publ i c f or 298 days ;dur i ng t hat t i me over ]2 , 000 pe r sons v i s­

i ted the l i brary and read i ts b ook s .( 2 ) 

The Kyoto I mpe r i a l Un iver sity nurn.bers 183 i nstr uctor s , 

1323 s tudents and pupils, wi th 377 gr aduates i n 1910. The r e 

a re four co lle ges, Law , Me dicine, Sc ience , and Engi neer i ng, 

as well as t h e po st - graduate course of one year i n the Un iver -

s i t.1 Hall . ( 3) 

The Col lege of La'" e b rac e s the two departments of law and 

Pol i tic s , the cour se extendi ng for over four ye a rs i n ea ch . The 

numbe r of I n st:tuctors was 24, s t udents and pupil s 197, an d 

graduates 105 .( 4) 

Until qu ite r ece ntly the Col le :::e of ..:'1ed i c i ne i n t he I mper­

Un i ve rsi ~y or Yyoto cons isted of two med ica l college s , 

J.00 2. ted in Kyoto and Fuluoka r espect ively. The Fukuoka Co l -

1. J . E . p . 365 . A. R . D. E . pp. 15, 154, 164 . 
2 . A. R . D. E . p. 170 . 
3. A. R . D. E . p. 185 . 
4 . . . R. D. F, . pp . 178 and 185 . 
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lege of lr~e dicine has now b een made a par t of the Kyu shu I mper ­

i a l Un ive r s ity,(1) , t hus le av i ng on l y one College of Me d i cine 

i n the I m~e r i a l Un iversity of Kyoto . The l at e st fi gures g i ve 

t h e nv.mber of In structors i n the Kyo to Col lege of Me dicine at 

31 , of students and pu:9ils 321, and gr adu a tes 83. (2) Attach-

ed to the college i s a hosp i tal i n which , dv.ring t :n.e past 

year , 157, 353 J a tients were t r eated.(3) 

I n the Col lege of Li terature t h ere a re for t y two i nstruc ­

tors, 152 students an d pup i ls , with 21 gr aduates i n 1910 . The 

College i s divided i nt0 three departments, the cour se i n each 

ext endi ng for thre e ye4rA or ove r . ( 4 ) 

The College of Science and Eng ineering ha s e i gh t depart­

ment s , viz: Mathemat i cs , P hy s i c s , P ure Ch emistry, Chemical 

Tech nology, Civ il Engi neering, l!.echan i cal ·-::ng i neering, ...:.,lectri ­

cal J;: ng i ne er i ng , Mi n i ng, and IJetallurgy. Over thre e yea.rs 

are require d for t h e com, 1etion of the cour se i n each depart­

men t . Acco r di ng to the most r e cent figures , there were in 

this College 56 in s ~ruct ors , 286 pup il s and student s , and 86 

gradua.t e s .( 5 ) 

The Li bre.r y a ttached t o t he L:1perial University of '"yoto 

1 . J . Y. B . p . 189 . 
2 . .fl_. R. D • E . p . , s-~ __ , ) . 
3. " R. D. p • 191 . .n. • " . 
4 . A. R. D. E . pp . 178- 17'9 - 185. 
5. A. R . D. E . pp•. 178 and 185 . 



- 56-

contai ns 224 , 346 volumes 2.nd wa s open thre e hundre d days 

dur ing the past year. 'L'he number of v i s itors who i nspected 

t he library and re ad the books was 13 , 401.(1) 

Loc ated i n the No rthern island of Hokka i do is the Tohoku 

Inrper i a l Un iver si ty. This Univ ~r s i ty was founded i n 1907 , 

and at p r esent ha s on l y one College ,- t hat of Agricul t ure. 

This College is divided into t h e f our departments of Agri -

culture, h.grieul ·i:. ura.l Chemi stry, Fore s try , and Lootechrny, thr ee 

ye a.rs be ing r equ ired f'Jr t he com:r,iet io n of the cour f1 e in e a.ch . (2 ) 

The r e are e i gh t f a r ms and several forest s a ttached to 

a nd owned by the Tobuku University--- the total ex ten t of t h e 

l a nd amount i ng to 12 , 500 , 000 acres. He r e the pupil s of t he 

depar tment of Agr ic u l ture and I'o r estry r ec e ive t heir p r a ct i ca l 

tra mning . {3) 

An excel l ent museum. of p lan i'. S , anima l s , and mine rals 

of Hokka i do , and a Botani cal garden a r e a l so at t ached to the 

Un i vers ity . The Un ive r s ity Library con tai n s 30 , 004 volumes.{4) 

Bes i des t h e four r egul a r departments of the college, 11 a 

pract i ca l course of agr iculture, a course of civil engi neer i ng , 

a c our se of' forestry, and a cour se of' f' i shery a r e a l so :provi ded ." 

1 . .. J. . D. E . P • 190 . 
2 . A. R. D. E . p. 192 . 
a. Y. B. J . p . 189. A. R. D. E . p . 199 . 
4 . A. R. :u . 1!1 . P • 199 . 
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There i s attached t o the Un i ve.L' Si .... y an excel lent 1,[ar i ne Labo­

r e..tory, and a tra i ning ve e sel , i n wh ich t h e students r eceive 

p r act ical t : a i ni ng in na v i 0 a tion, se c.=i ma.n shi p , and oceano gra-

p h y . ( 1) I n 1911 t he r e rere i n the Tokoku I mperi a l Un iver-

s ity, 73 i n s : ruc to rs, 7 ' 1 students ~nd pupil s , a nd 74 grad­

uates .(2) 

The Kyushu I mper ial Un i v ersi ty has so recently be en f ound­

e d t hat no s t a tistics a.re ye t availab le f or it. It i s loc ate d 

a t F -u.kuo ?-:a , Kyu snu, and ha s t he two Col l eges of 1he dici ne and 

Eng inee ring. The Ke dical Coll ege waa f ormerly the F~uoka 

ColJ. e ge of He dici ne and belonged to t he Kyoto I mperial Univer -

s i ty.(3) 

No degr e e i s conferred on the gradua te s of any of t he 

Colleges of t he fo ur Impe rial Un i ver si t i es. They r ec e i ve, how­

ever, di ploma s of gr a duat i on on t he succe s sful completi on of 

t ,-eir r espect ive course s . In r egard to t he receivi ng of de-

gree s , the Min i ster of Educatio n i n "The Th i rty- Seventh Annual 

Report , " say s: - "Th e gr a duates of Colleges , or pe rsons pJ sse ssed 

of a t ..,c. i nmen ts e a ua l to those of the g raduates , may ha.ve a de -

g ree conferr ed upo n them after en teri ng the Univers ity Hall f or 

1. A. R. :D . F, . pp. 192 ,. and 199- 202. 
2 . A . R. D. E . p. 197 . 
3. J. Y. B. p . 189 . J . H. p . 189 . 

• 



the mo re exac t study of t ~e branches o f science an d a r t, a nd 

passing the required examiila tions."(1) The de gree received 

iB "Ha.kushi 11 or "Doctor~ For example, one who ha s done 

po s t - gr 8.duate work i n 1re dici ne ~.n d received a de gree is enti tl­

ed I gaku Hakush i or Doctor of Me dici ne,1 . D.); one who has 

do ne p o s t - gradua te work in sc i ence and rec eive d a degr ee is en­

titled Ri gaku Hakush i or Doctor of Science(Sc . D. ); one who 

has received degree by post - gradue,t e work in Law is entitled to 

Hi, gaku Hakush i or Doctor of Laws(L . L. D.); et,c.(2) 

Profe ssors and Ass i stan t Professors l n the I mper i al Un i­

v .:.?.r s i t ie s c:..re ~ppointed by the Emperor, on the recommend a t i on 

of t he Cabinet or the Minister of Educa tion. The P re si den t 

of the Universi ty ,ay ap-po int lecturers, c:,nd make a ll a rrang e­

ments for the employment of forei gn profe s sors, the consent of 

the Di et first ha'V\i ng been gai ned.(3) The Pres i dents of the 

I mperial Univers i t i es receive salaries ~angi ng from 4000 yen to 

4500 yen( $ 2000 . 00 to $2250 .00); a nd Un i ve ~sity Professors f rom 

800 to 2000 yen( $400 . 00 to e 1000 . oo) . In addition to his sal-

ary the University Professor receives from 400 to 1200 yen($200. 

00 to $600 . oo )attached to a chair . (4) 

1. A. R. D. E . p . 154 . 
2 . A . R. D. E . p. 16 . 
3. J. E. p . 366 . 
4 . T E . :p • 95 . ., . 
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There are certai n schoo l s which do not come unde r the 

heading of t iie d i ffere n t i nst i tuti ons ment i oned , but which 

a:ce clas sed by the :De p artment of Educacion a s Spec i al a nd l i s -

cellaneous schools . The s e are v e ry numerous and 1·orm a very 

i mportant par t of the educational sy s tem of Japan. Since 

space fo rbi ds our giving a v e ry ex~ended account ) we shal l 

pas s over t h em as rapi dly a s p ossible. 

The f i ve special schools of .Eedic i ne which a re under t he 

Departme nt of 7: ducat ion are loc a t ed respective l y at Chiba 

Se ndai, Okayama , Kanaz awa , 3 .. nd Haga s aki. ~ ach school has the 

t v- o sect i ons of med i cine and pharmacy , four year s bei ng requis:tte 

for t h e conplet i on o f the first c o urse, an d thre e fo r the last. 

F i ve h undre d ad eleven men sraduated fr om t h em in 1910. The @ 

2668 s tudents i n the se schools had over them 109 i n s t ructor s . 

I n t h e ho spitals a nd different wards of t h ese s choo l s nearly 

1 50 , 00 0 pat i ents were t reated . Of t he 3200 a p:p l ican cs for 

adm i ssion on ly 20 p e r cent were received .(l) 

Th e Tok yo School of For e i g n Language s g radua te d last ye a r 

ne arly two hund red students. There are eight courses , requiri n g 

three years of st~dy each for g r a duat ion, viz: Engl ish , Fren ch , 

German , P.u ssia.n , I t a lian, Spanish , Chinese, and Corea.n. Th e 

1. A. R. D. E . pp . 203-206 • 
• 
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i nstr uctors nurn.be:c. 57 and p up il s 686 . Only 3 6 per cent of those 

a pp ly i ng f or adm i ssion we r e a.dmit ted .(1) Th i s school is a lso 

und e r t h e d i rect cont rol of' t h e De par tme n t of Educ a tion . 

Th e Tok yo F i ne Arts Sc h ool i s a flourish ing s chool f or t h e 

t r a ining of ex9e rts i n ar t a rni t eachers of art . Th e edu c a tiona. l 

r epor t f or 1910 g ive s t h e number o f i nstructors a s 53, p up ils 

520, and g r adua t e s 97. The re a re c ourses in Japane se pai n t i ng, 

Europe an pai n ti n g , sculp ture, de s i gn i ng , e ng r a v i ng on met a ls, 

meta l c a sting s, an d l a c quer work ; f i ve years b e i ng re qu i red f or 

comp letion o f each. 

three ye a.rs . (2) 

Th ere i 5 a l so a ~ o s t - g radu ~e co urse of 

As a r u le the J apane s e a r e not v ery mue Lc a l, b ut f or all 

tho se wh o have any i n cli na t i on in thi:sli ne, there is a fi ne 

cour se o:9en i n t he Tokyo Ac ademy o f Mu s ic. 'r he curri cu lmm i s 

d i v ided i n to a. r egula r course, n o rna l ,; ourse, p r epar ato ry, p o s 4;­

g r a.duate , e lec t i ve, and li stener s ' course s . The 44 JClm i n struc-

tor s i n t h e s chool a re g ivi ng i nstnu ct i on to 551 p upils. E i gh t y 

f i ve graduat e s f i n i she d t h e c our s e s i n 1910 . I n additi on to 

-t h e gra nd f i nal co n cert at Commen c ement , rec i t a ls and. conc e rts 

are g i ven a t d i ~f eren t time s t h r oughou t t h e y e a r.(3) 

1. A. R. D. E . pp. 209- 211 . 
2. . R. D. E . PP • 213-217 . 
3. A. R. D. E . p • 217 . 
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I n r ega rd to t he educ a tion of the Bl i nd and Dumb, there 

a re, f or t ~is class, thir t y n ine pr i va te in s t i tutions , two 

:9ub l ic, :.:1.nd one .;overmnental. The governmeneta l insti tution 

is t he Tokyo Blind an d Dumb schoo l, number i ng 344 pupil s , wi th17 

i nstr uctors and 45 gradua tes . T' -i e course i s divi d.e e. i nto an 

Ordi nary and an I ndus t rial course. I n t he former course, in­

struction is g iven in readi ng , wr i t i ng , com:;;-,o s i t i on , arithmetic , 

written conversation, and gymna stics , five ye ar s being re _td red 

for gra dua tion. I n the l atter course p t.lpi l s are taught dr aw-

i ng , carv i ng, joinery, and s ewi ng , three ye ar s being required 

fo r comp letion .(1) 

I n the publ i c and :pr i va l, e school s for t he dumb and b l i nd , 

the i n struct ion g iven i s s i milar to that given i n the gover n­

mental in s t i tution . The two public schools a r e lo c a ted i n t he 

c i t i es of Kyoto G.,,;d Osaka . Th e 39 private instj_tutions are 

scattered al l thruout the country nd g ive i nstruction to over 

sixteen hundred of t he se poor ~nfortunates .( 2) 

Si nce educatt on is a matter of sta te , t he sta t e exer-

cises control over al l schools , ,~ether they be governmental , 

public , or priva te .(3) But there a re ce r t a i n schools outs ide 

of t he r egul ar educat iona l sys ' em, b ich have be en established 
1. A. R. D. E. PP • 88- 91. 
2 . A. R. D. E. pp . 91- 92 . 
3° .J. E . P • 375 ° • 
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by t h e o ther d i f fe r en t depar t .en t s o f the I mp e r i a l Gove r n-

me n t . To t h is cla.s s b elong the sch ools of a ll grade s for 

t h e edu cac i on of t h e son s and daughter s of the nob ility. Th e 

Peer s School 'P ~ .R f ound ed i n 1877. Cour se a r e p r ov i ded f or 

bo t - b oys and ~i r l s . 

ho l d Depar t me nt . ( 1) 

I t i s ma i n t a i ned by t he I mpe rial Hou se­

Under t h e :Je :o artmen t of t he Ha vy t h e :ce 

a re Ha va l Aca demies , nava l Colleges , an d a Hava l Eng i ne er i ng 

School. The mu, i n Ha va l Academy , t he Annapo l is of .Japa n , lo cat -

e d a t E t aj i ma , i e a t t e nded by 1000 s t udents, a nd h e r e t he of-

f ic e r s for t he Navy a r e t r a i ned . (2 ) The re i s a lso a Nav i ga-

t i on Scho ol l oc ated near t he mouth o f the Sum i da Ri ver, 'l'okyo. 

Th e two co ur se s of } av i ga t i on a nd Mechan ica l Engineering are 

o f f ered t o t he student s , wb o humber ne ar l y s ix hundr ed . ( 3 ) 

The . Department of Commun i ca t ions ha s ch ::,r ge of t he Col l e ge of 

Nav i gat ion , a s we l l as o f a Po s t a nd Te l e g r aph Sc hool. Th i s 

Col leg e o f n avi ga tion i s ~e d by dozen s of' lower ma r i ne an d 

navi ga tion s chool s . (4 ) Un der t h e Depar tme nt of the I n t e r i or 

the r e a r e t he Sch ool o f P ol i ce an d lJri son T.Ta ne.geme nt , nd 

the Scho ol of J apanes e Li te r a t ure.(5) The r e a r e a number of 

1. l I . E . J. p . 59 • E . s . J . p . 97 • J . y .B . p .196 . 
2. E . s . J. p . 97. 
3. J . Y. B. pp . 189- 190 . 
4 . ., s . J. pp • 91- 92 . . ' . 
5. E . s . J. P • 98 . 
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schools under the contro l of the :le :partme:n t o f 1a- • There 

re d i stric t Junior ldi l i tary Ac a.de ,lies, hav i ng a three year s 

course ; t h en a Central Jun i or Mili t a r y Acade ny at Toky o , hav-

ing a t wo year s c ourse . Th e s e two co r resp ond i n grad e tp the 

Mi ddle Schools. Be s ides the se there are Hi ghe r J:~ i l i t a ry 

Ac a · e~ ie s , Art i llery Scho ol s and Schools for Mil i tar y Of-

f i e er s . At t h e apex of t h e who l e SJ s t em of mili t a r y educat i on 

is t h e militar y Un i vers i ty of Tokyo , or as te may well de~ i g­

nate i t , the Ue st Po i n t of Japan . (1) 

Q,u i te a unique s ch ool i s t rie Tokyo F i shery I nst i tute . 

Here one may rece i ve v e ry thoro ugh and h:..gh t raini ng i n the g e n tle 

a r t of angl i ng . Cand i dates f or a ni ssion must p oss e ss schol ar -

ship e qual to ill i dd l e s chool g r adua tes . There a re three main 

c our s es , viz: F i shery , J!_a r i n e I ndu s try, an d " i sc i culture , three 

y e ars be i ng r e qu i r e d f o r co1:1:plet i on of e ach. There i s a l s o a 

p ost- g radu a te cour s e of three year s. The s choo l accomo dations 

are l i mi t ed t o 195 s tu den ts . " Th e inst i t u tio n p o sse s s e s a man­

ufactur i ng l aboratory, p i s cicul_tur a l l a.b ora to ry, and a schooner 

of four hundred tons d i sp lacen.en t for g i v i ng p r a ct i cal i n struc ­

t i on in p e l ag i c and ordinary f i sh $ry , ~ ( 2 ) 

There a r e c e rt a i n 2chools classed a s Spec i al Schoo l s h ich 

a r e un der public and 'l) r i va t e superv ision . The fif t ~- two s cho o ls 

1 . _, . s • J . pp • 9 7- 9 8 • 
2. J . Y. ~ . pp . 192- 193 • 
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whi ch come under t hi s clas s ific at i on g ive cour se s i n n e dici ne, phar ­

macy, :po liti cs, law. po li t ic a l economy, li ter a t ure, and r eli g i on. 

Under t h is clas sificat i on come t he large private Univ ,~r s i tie s and 

Colle ges , s01:1e oi' w.ni ch we wi l l notice more ca refully fu r t her on . 

The tota l number of i nstructors in t h e s e schools was 1497, t h e 

numbe r of s t udents 22 ,520, a.nd t he gr a dua tes 3 , 364 .(1) 

Al l school s g i v i ng i nstruction s i mila r t o t ha t g iven i n ele ­

mentary, mi ddle, h i gh schools f or girls, tech., i cal, and spe c i a l 

schoo ls a.re class ified by the :Je :partment of Education as r iscell-

;;i.neous Schools. Under t h is headi ng we f i nd 2248 s chools, 7854 

I nstructors, 149, 339 pupils , and 42,052 gr aduates ~ The work done 

by the se sch ools is ex ce llent, Rnd the good ac comp lished f or the 

cause of e duca t i on is i ncal cuble. The Chri st ian ~ i ssi on Schoo ls 

f or g i rl s a nd uoys come unde r t hi s h e a ding . 

Although t h e greater part of t h e vast :pr ogress of J apane se 

educa ti on may be attributed to t he efforts of tl1e centr al and l o­

c e.1 gove rnme n t s , yet t he private scho ols have b e,.~n and st i l l a re 

i mpor t ant f a c to rs.(3) Among the nrivate schools those which 

are controlle d or i nfl uenced by the Chris t i ans t ake a le a ding 

pla ce. There are cer tai n ac ademi cal s cho ols for b oth sexes in-

stituted a nd kep t up by the Missions . In or de r to bu i ld un a 

1. A. R. D. E . PP• 222- 223 . 
2 . A . R. D. E . P• 275 . 
3. 1I . E. J. P• 60. 
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strong body of Christi an l aymen and pasc.or s it was f ound nece ss-

a ry to have t h ~se Chri s ti an schools. These schools form a com-

p lete set , r angi ng from k inde rgartens to t hose of Un iv ur sit~ 

grade.(1) 

I n 1911 ther e were 71 ChristiEi.n School s for young women, 

educating about 7000 gir ls.(2) "More t han half the mission 

schools in J apan a re bo a rdi ng school s fo r g irls~(3) Mo s t of 

t h em are o f s i mi l ar g r ade to the Girls' Hi gher Schools. The 

course s g iven i n these mission schools are prac t i cally t he same 

a s the cour ses ·i n the Govertune n ta l and public girls' schools, 

with howev er t he addition, to the f or mer, of t he Bible, t~e 

Engl i sh l anguage, and English literature.(4) The Gir l s 1 

schoo l s co nducted by t h e Iv1iss i ons are better :patronized than 

t h e boys' schools, due t o the f act that the Japanese government 

does not 9 r ov i de so liberally for the h i ghe r educ a tion of wo en 

c, s it do es f or men.(5) The i nfluence of Missio n schools on 

female education hB s no t been a ccorded b y i:. he Department af 

Educat ion t he r eco gni ti on wh i ch i s i ts due . It is a well known 

fact that "in l b93- 4, wl:ien t he e duca tional autho ritie s, were as 

yet so lit t le avmke to the importance o=' female education , t i-ia t 

1 • H . M . J. p • 269 • 
2 . Christian Educat ion, pp. 97- 98. (Abbr . C. E .) 
3 . G. J . P • 255. 
4. E . S . J. P • 76. 
5. G. J . p. 256 . 

• 
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che re we r e le ss t han a d oz en h i gher g i rls' sch ools ma i ntai n ed by 

p u b l i c fund s i n t h e wh ole Empire , t here were a lrea dy not le s s than 

52 P r ote stant g i rl s ' scho ols ,• with nearly 3000 pupils. All of 

the se were do i ng good e ducationa l work , a d in some of them a ,, 
v ery sup er i or trai n i ng was g iven.(1) 

I n t h e mission sch oo ls fo r boys over 650 0 ] Up ils were i n 

a "L ten rta nce i n the 34 schoo ls. T e nty thre e 01· these schools a r e 

eith er t h e ological schools o r i ns titutions haV'ing theolo g i cal 

d e partme n ts . The co u r ses in t _:e mission schoo ls f or bo :r s cor-

r e spo nd u i te closely t ·0 th:e course s of' t he g ov e r nmenta l and 

p ubl ic e l eme nt a r y and mi dd l e s c h oo l s, with the addit i o n in the 

former , h owever, of Bi b l e s tudy .( 2) i?e wi 11 con sider t he 

Chr istia n t heo l o g ical s ch oo ls a li t t le l a ter . 

Let us now take a br i ef v i ew of some of t h e most i mporta nt 

priva t e un i ve r s i t ies and colleg es . The ir i n f l uenc e on the Japa ­

nese p eople a nd on the i r edu ca tiona l sJs tem he s not b een a s l i g ht 

one . 

One of t h e b es t k n own and l a r gest of t h e private un i v ers i ties 

i s t h e Waseda Un i versit . Thn i k i ng that i n order to cul t i vate 

the spiri t of i n dependence and self- governrnen t t he :ce mu :::; t f ir st b e 

t h e i ndepe ndence of l ear n i ng , Count C3n.una f'ounded i n H382 t h i s 

1 • J • s • J . pp • 7 4 - 7 5 • 
2 . C. E . PP • 63 and 8 0 • 
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Un i ve r s i ty. Th ere a re i n t he ,aseda Un iversity the Collegooof 

Law , Poli tics, Li t erature, Commerce , Sci ence , a nd .. ,ngineering. 

The figur es f or 1906 , which a re t h e l a t es t a vai l able for t h is 

i n s ti tu tion, p l a ce the nwaber o f s tudent s a t over 8 000. Of 

t h e s e 600 were Ch ine se.(l) The stan dar d of instruct i o n is of 

a gr ade eau a l to t hat gi ven i n t h e I mperial Un i v er s i ties . 

~1o t h e r f mnous p r iv~~e uni ver si ty is t he Ke i o Un i ve rs i t y. 

Th i s i nst i t utio n wa s founded in 1857 by Mr . Fukagava ," the 

g r eat cornmone r 11 of Japan and h a s in r e c en t years grown to gr ea t 

s i ze a nd i mp ortance . Th e Un i v~~s ity h c:..s the College s of Law, 

:Policits , Ec -:rnm, i cs, and Li t e r a ture . (2) Othe r i m9o r tan t i n-

s titutions a re: t he :Josh i sha Un i v e:c- s ity, founded. in 1875 by l:rr. 

J. JiHij i rna, and n ow g i v i ng i ns t :cuct i on to ove r one t :i.ousand 

s tude , ts; t he }fo se i Un i vers ity fo unde d in 1879 b y Hr. Masukumi Sat­

su, and now a t t e nded by over t , o t hou sa nd s t udents; the Ue i j i Un i ­

versi t y , f ounded in 113 80 by l\Ie s srs Ki s: i mo to q,nd Huj a ji, and 

a tt ended a t resen t b y 3500 studen t s ; t he Ch uo Un i v8 rsity , foun ded 

b y P r of . } • Hod zumi, havi ng n ow over 2000 studen t s; and t he Hi h on 

Un ive r s ity , estab lish ed by Coun t A. Yernada i n 1892, ~,,n d nu:nb ering 

now ov er 20 00 s t udents. The co ur s es g i ven in the s e Un iver sit i es 

are t h e v e ry b e st , and t he sta ndard o f i n struction i s of t h e 

h i ghest or der . ( 3) 
1. M.E . J .pn . 114 . 
2. Han dbo ok ~ f Eodern J a:9an - -p. 215- (Abr.}LM. J ~ 

J . T . PP•77;78; :.-r .E . J . p. 60 . 
3 • V . }Ji . J . p. oO. 
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Th ere is a woman 's univers i ty i n Tokyo , known as the Japa­

nese Woman's Univers ity, which offe r s the highest education for 

girls aYid women . Abo u t the year 1891 , a fa.1.aous J qpanese e ducator , 

Dr . KBruse, \7ent to Axner ic a, wher :. hP, "3uen t t h ree ye a rs in study­

i ng and inspecting the female :hsti tutions of le a ~r ning Q I n 1900 

he fo·, .. mded the Ja:pane se Noman' s Uni ve., s i ty. There are four 

ma i n courses , requir i ng three years for complet i on of each , viz: 

En glish, Domestic, Sc ience , Li te :cature , and ~ducati on . Candi­

dates for admission rnus t be gr ad·t..'.a tes of Girl' s Hi gh Schools, or 

they must have attai nments e qual to those of sucl1 gra duates . 

Bes i des the main courses there is a preparatory co u r se of one tci 

two years, a nd a post- g radua~e course of three years. Attached 

to the Un i vers i ty are a kindergar ten, a n E l ementary sc hoo l, ancl a 

Girls }tigh School, t nus enabl i ng the st ld,m t s L 1 the depar t ment of 

education to r ece ive p r act ical trai ni~g i n te a chi ng. Onde r ~ne 
I, 

head i ng of one of the four mai n Jepartments s~)ecial tr9t-1ing is gi ven 

i n music, the c u lina ry arts , physiO a l culture, a nd t he f i n e ar t s . 

As nay b e s e en f rn~ the ab ove account , t h e Woman's Univers i ty i s 

of a lower grade than the U:n ive rrs ities for men, and the i nstruc ­

t i on i s conducted along quite d i ffe .. e n t channel s . Th e a i m of 

h i gher , as we ll a s lower, eduea,tion for women, i s to so pre:9are 

them a s to e nable t hem to become " good wives an d wi s e mothe r s ." 

• 
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Great a tcention is therefore plac e d on sewing , dome s tic eco n omy, 

c ook i ng , pnys i c a l cul ture , n d e ti q·i.let te . "Th e boardi ng d e:9art­

me n t j_nclud e s seven "Houses ", e a ch with a matron a nd a head cook. 

The g irls l i ve just at h ome, . nd take turns a t cook i ng. " Acco r d­

i ng to t h e l at e st f i gure s t he re ar e 46 in s ~ructo r s ~nd 527 g i rls 

i n the f our ma i ~ cour s e s. The to tal numbe r "Jf g ir l s in all of 

the diffe :c ent depar tments is over 1000 . (x) 

Ou i ~e a un i que i ns ti tutio ::1 i s the Woman's Eng li sh I nstitu t e 

estaoli shed by Mi ss Ume Tsuda ( l). i n tii;;; s ai.n.e year as the fo und-

i ng of the Woma n 's Univer sity . Cand i da ~es for admis sion °1ms t 

b e g r aduates o f g i r ls' h i gh schools or have at tai nments equal to 

these . I n t he ma i n course of three y ears s:peci lizatio n is made in 

t he Eng lish lang ·,.1age and Li tera tu.re . ~her e are al so pre~aratory 

and hou s e - keep i ng co ur ses of one year ea ch . The scho ol is attende d 

by nearly 200 g irls.( 2 ) 

Th e general ~e ndency of the e ducati on affo r ded by the gover n­

ment is antRg'.m i st ic to Chr i st i an ity . E s -pecially i s th i s so wi th 

h i gh er educat i on i n J apan . Rev . J):r . R • • B . Peery, w:;10 h a s uiad e a 

close stu dy of e duc a ti on i n ,Ta.pan , makes the fo l lowi g sta t e 1,1ent in 

rega rd to t h is phase of t:ae subject : 11 The ed-,,rna t o r s o f Ja11an are 

tra i ning a n a ti on of athe ists a nd a gnost ics. The sc i ent i f i c s choo l s 
x • . T . Y. B . p . 20 0; H . J.~ . J . --p:p.364- 365 . 
h J!I . E . J . p . 62 . 

1 • .. i as •rusda i s t :-1e be st k nown woman educ B, tor of J apan . She 
c 2 .. .:me o •~:r to t h e Uni t ed s tcrtes at a v ,2r y early age , a nd was 
e ·luc ~te1 i J ,ir.,,s:--~1-'.1'·~: -,n , n . r. . (Gee !1ext ry~ge --Bo tt0m) . 
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of t h e N'e st tha t have no room f or r el i g i on are s t u d i e d and ear-

t l . db d t d - "'1) ne s y cop 1 e y e u c a · e ,J a:pan . , Th is oei n~ t h e c~se it i s 

mani:f e stly ne ce :::; sary tha t schools conduc t,?- d under Ch:r i st i aJ1 influ-

enc e should b e e stablish ed. J\Eos t i rn:>or tal1 t of a l l i s t o have 

Chri s t i an theolo g ical s chool s ·wh ich g i ve a thorough and h i gh t rain­

ing to the f uture pastors a nd evangel ists o f J a~an . There a re 

a l rea dy 23 such schools in ex istence and doing good work .( 2 ) There 

a:re a ls'.) i ns ti t u tions of Collec; e grade, conducted b y Chri st i ans and 

do i ng f i ne work . .Arnong others may be me nt ioned t h e A.oyana Gal<:u i n 

a nd t he Ki oto Chr i s tian Co llege.(3) 

The greatest n e ed of a ll i s fo r a Chri st ian Un i ve : s ity t o 

c r own the J apanese Chri s tian s ~ ool sy stem , j u s t as the I mp eri a l 

Unive r si tie s crown t h e schoo l system conduc ted by ~e cetitr a l and 

local gover nment s of ,Tapan . Plans have already been compl ,'3 ted f or 

t }:e e s t ab li shmen t of such an i n st i tution . The le ading Lii ss i on 

b oards i n Japan have endorse,1 t h e p lans , and a r e joining to make it 

fe a.sib le. A speci a l conference wa s he l d wi th Dr. John R. Mott b y 

the promoters of t he plan , res 0lt i ng i n se cur i ng t .e he arty endorse-

ment and a id of the d i s ti ngui shed man. s o~ e mon t h s ago, t he wr iter 

Aft e r tak ing some sp e ci a l courses she returned to 
J apan c,nd t ,Lught f or many year s i n th e ru e r esse s 
, chool. I n 1900 she r es i gne d her position a.n d 
found e d a c olle g e of he r own . She attended Br yn 
Ivi:auer i n .Amer ica . 
J .Y.B . p . 200 . 
1. G. ,J . P • ~77 • 
2 . C . E . p . 03. • 
3. J . T. PP • 77-78. 
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of t h i s paper r ead i n a news:9 aper that Dr. Mott h c;, d completed 

t he ta. sk of raising in the Uni ted States the endowment f und 

of $1,000 ,000. Ttlis bei ng the case, the work of construction 

wi 11 no doubt soon corw~ence. The Un i ve r s i t y i s to be known a s 

the Cent r a l Chri stian Un i vers ity, and is to be of the same grade 

a s t h e I mpe rial Universit i es . I t i s to b e loc ated in Tokyo, and 

i s to have Col lege s of Litera t ure , Theology , Law, Med i ci ne, 

Sc ience I Technology, an d Agri cul tur e. 111r h e Un i ve ~c si t y shal l be 

d i st i nct ly Chri st i an i n spir i t a nd adr.a inistra tion, stand i ng 

firm1y upon the basis of t n e commonly accepted faith of eva.11-

gel i cal Chris tendom ." ~he University shal l be I ncorporated a s 

a l egal body, accor di ng to the laws of .Japan, and shall have a 

Boa.r d of Tr uste es in charge. " The Board of Tru stee s s,1all be 

i nter- denominational. One half of i ts me:..-nbers shall be Japane se 

Chri s t i an s , and the ')t her half shall be Ame r i can and Engl ish 

Christ i ans perma nent ly residing i n J apan . 11 (1) \Vi th the ' , e s "Cao-

li shmen t of t h i s Un i versit.y~, Chri st i an Education in Japan will be 

g iven a n e w i m:9 <2 tu s. Th e Christ i an gr aduates of Jtriss ion h i gher 

schools will be enab le d to step i nto a Un ive rsity rvh i ch will not 

only give them the n i ghes t e ducation availab le, but will also 

stren.:, t hen and <iee:pen t he faith . 

1. The M:overnent f or a Central Chri stian 
Un ivers i t y,---PP• 77-78. (Abbr . M. C. C.TJ) • 

• 
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:B'or many years it hRs been the cu s to n of t he Department 

of Edu cation to send the brighte st s t udents ab r oad for s tudy. 

The Hinister of Education a ~) _:) o i nts t hese s t udents aft.er submitti ng 

them to certa in tests and on their return t h ey are requir ed to 

take uu the work a ssigned to t h em by h i m. Er:ygland, Germany, 

France, and the United States ar e the countries to wh ich rno s t of 

them a r e sent, t ho ugh qu i t e a few go a lso to I t aly , Ho lland , 

Au s t ria-Hungary, 2wit zerland , and othe r countries. Acco :c- ding 

t o the :---: oA t re cent f i g ures, t h e . e are 124 s t udents s tudying 

ab ro a.d who have been sent by the Department of Educ c.:. tion . There 

are, of cour se , a con s i de r able number who study abro a d , but :pa.y 

t he ir own expen se s .(1) 

Librarie s a re quite an i mpo r t ant factor ii.1 the social a nd 

general e ducation of the publ i c. Until quite r e o:e n tly not much 

i nteres t was sho,n by the Jap a ne se people along t h is line. Dur-

i ng the l ast f ive years, however, t h e numbe r of pub lic and :private 

librari e s near ly tr eb led . There a r e now 281 lib raries i n Japan . 

The l a r gest one , viz: The Impe r i al Library , is under t h e direct 

contro l of the :Depa r tmen t of ~ducat ion and numbers 513, 251 vol­

umes . It is o:pen over 330 days i n the year a nd has an average 

n ·v.,111ber of about 700 visitors :pe r day. ( 2) The liu r a,ries under 
• 

1 . A. R. D. E . p . 17 . J.Y.B.p. 205 . 
2 . A. R. D. J1~. p • 278 . 

• , 
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pub li c ri,nd u :r i vat e con trol have a t o tal numbe r of 1, 9 9 2 , 89 0 vol­

umes, 8,nd are vi s i t e d il1 t he c o ur s e o f a ye a r by o-..r er l • 80 0 , 000 

peop l e .(1) 

Anothe r impo r tan t 1 a ctor i n the s o c i a l e du c ~ t ion is the 

n ev· svaper, a n d al so the p erio dica l s ,o f J a pan. In 1909 t h ere 

we :>e over 4 0 0 dailie s , wi t h a ci r c uL: tion of 300,000. Th e r e 

a r e a lso ov er 1000 p e rio d i cals cov eri ng eve r y fi,e l d of human 

ac tivity and l ear n ing.( 2 ) The ne vs ~)ape r s , be si.de s 6 i ving the 

daily te leg r aphic n ews of t h e wo r l d, a r e f ounded on b ro . d - minded 

just ice and p r each the gospe l of liberty. Th e Os aka Asahi 

s -imb un, with c i r cula t i on o f ove r 150,000 p 9r day , i s t he lar-

g e st h e ws Jap er . Oth er impor t ant one s a r e t h e Jiji Sh i mpo, 

Kok urni n ShiI::i'oun, Osaka Hai n ichi . Shi mbun, and the M:ainich i Dempo . ( 3) 

L e t us c onsider b rie f ly the h y g ien i c and phys i cal i nspe ction 

o f s chools. Th e Depa rtme n t o f E duca ti on ha s i s sue d certain regu-

l a tion s f or the c lea n i ng ~f RChoo l build i ng s a n d grounds. f or d is­

i nfection and other 1:)reve n t i tive me s u r es for t h e :pr e v e n tion of 

t he s :9re ad o f' d i ses s e, and for the p h y s ic a l exam i na tion o f schoo l 

c h i l dren. P h~ s i c i an s i nsne ct t h e g r ounds and b u i l d i ng s of t h e 

schools and see t a i t t ha t the se r egu l a t i ons a re e nforced . receiv-

1. A . ~ . D . E . pp. 28 0- 281. 
2 . M. E . J . !>• 63. 
3. Encyclop e do a Br itannica--Vol. XV-p:p.171-172-

E l eventh Editi on • 

• 
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i ng for thei:r services a fee averagi ng 30 Yen( $15 .oo )per yenx 

e a ch . Some schoo l s a:C'e i nspected only onc e during the ye ar , 

others a. s often as f i fty times. The phys ici ans exwoine t he 

student s and pup i 1 s L.1 n er:i.rly a ll e leme nt ary, mi ddl e , norma l , 

2.nd h i gh schoo ls. I n c a ses of illness, the phy sician s visit the 

ch ild r en i n their homes and treat the ir di seases.(l) 

Al l t ext s books u sed L1 the elementa ry schoo l s are copy-

ri ghted by the Department of Edu c a tion , while t h ose u s e d in the 

other schoo ls are sub ject to an e xamL. at i on b y a comrn i ttee aT)-

p o i nted f rom the Depa rtmen . (2) There i s a l so a specia l com-

rn i ttee known a s t h e 11 Schoo l Books a nd Charts Co:nmi t t ee . " 

This Co@ni t tee is under the su~ervi~ion ~f the li i n i ster of Edu­

c a ti on , and i nves t i gates and discusses s choo l books i n e lemen­

tar y schoo l s, be aring on inor a li ty, h i story, and the Japanese 

l anguage . (3) 

Anothe r Commi tte e under the su9e:cv i si :.1n o f the Mi n i ster of 

Educa tion i s the Cornmitt ,8e wh i ch con ducts the exarni nations for 

me d i cal ~rac~i~ioners a nd phar maceu t ists. The exaTi1 inations, 

v~ i ch a re he l d twice a year~ a r e v e ry ri gi d, bnly twelve ~er 

cent of t h e ap~~licants passing as H1 e d ical :prc1,ct i tione rs an d 

t h irteen pe r cent as pharmaceuti sts .(4) 

1. A. R. D. :E • :9P • 320-324 a nd 338 . 
2 . J. E . np . 328-330. 
3. A. R. ~ • :ill • p • 316 • 
4 . A. R. D . E .• :9P • . 296- 297 . 
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Th e I mper i a l Academy i s an i n s t i tution, un-l e r the supervi ­

s i on o f t h e L i n i st er o f Educat ion, w:-1o se ob j ec t is t h e p roraot i on 

of sc i en ce 8.nd art so a s t o h elJ? t h e c au se of e duc a ti on in 

g enera l . There a re 59 mernbers . The re p or t s a n d sci ent if i c 

i nvesti gations ma~e a re 9r i n ted an d dis tributed t h r oughout t h e 

country . (1) 

Other Lnportant inst i tutions and com,-,11 ttees un der t }1e 

supe:rv i si 0 11 of t h e :,:;: i:ri i ster of :.~ducati on ar e a s fo llows: -

t he Cen t r a l l.Ceteor o l og i cal Obse rvato ry , wh ich make s r e sea rche s 

i n t h e meteo r o lo gy for .r~-nan; the Special Ob se rvator y for the 

me a sur eme n t of Latitu de; the Earth 1 uake I nve st i Gat io n Com.rd ttee , 

who se ch i ef wor };: is the i n v es ti-; a ti on of the best l!le ans f or gv.a r d­

i ng a ga i nst t:i1e effec t s of e a r thquakes; the Ge odetic Comrri.i ttee ; 

t he Com:mi ttee f or the Compilation of Ca a l ogues of c•ci entif ic Li~­

e ra ture; the :ii' i ne Arts Exa:n i :nation Cormni ttee; the Japanese lan­

guag e I nve st i gat ion Com:ni ttee, wh ose essent i al bus i n e s s is to malre 

i nv est i gation s i n r egard to t h e v ocab ulary, -p ronunciat i on, u s e of 

te chn ic a l ter ms , etc .( 2 ) 

A g rea t deal of g ood for the ca use of educ a tion i n g e ne r a l 

has be en done t h r ough t h e e fforts o f t h e educat i onal soc ieties 

which exi st i n almo s t every locality throughout J apan . 

1. A. R. D. E . PP • ~99 . 
2 . A. Re D. E . pp. 301- 314 • 
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"The ir pr i nc i pal un de rta k i ngs c on s isted of educ a tional in­

auirie s , replie s to i nquiries o n e ducati onal matter s, t h e ob s e r ­

v a t io n of t h e 9 r ogress of e du cat i on, the col l ect i on of stati s ti cs 

on educ a ti onal a f fa i rs , t h e e dit i ng o f ma,gaz i ne s and p amphl e ts, 

t he c ompila t i on of bo oks a nd t h e · t r a i n i ng of teacher s,. t ogethe r 

wi t h the hol d i ng o f l ecture 1ee ting s fo r the purpo s e o f inve s ti ­

gat i on or critici sms , ec, uc ac ional exhi b i t ions , m2.gi c - l a nte r n ex­

hib iti ons for educat i onal pur pose s , e tc ., etc."(l) 

The total value of p ubl ic schoo l :9r operty ha s b e en estima t ed 

by t h e Departme n t of Education at ¥184 ,319 , 665( $92,164 1 832.50) . 

Th i s i nc l ud es sch o o l gr ound s , l a nded p r o perty , bu i ld i ng s , books , 

appar atus , etc. The expend i t ure f or the s e sch ools fo r t h e year 

1909 wa s ¥76 , 650 , 9 22( $38 , 325 , 461) 1 three - fourths of t h i s arn.ount 

b ei ng sp e n t on e lemen t a ry s chools . (2) 

Bes i de s the i nstructi on g i ven i n gymn as tics and military 

drill, fenc i ng , j u i j i tsu , archery , and swi u·ai ng are v e ry widely 

i ndu l ge d in . " Though t aken up so·,-:..e i\lhat l ate i n t he d ,::, y in Japan , 

mo de r n a t h l e ti cs a nd g ane s a:('e b ei ng p ro 1ogated vr i t h ene rgy and 

success." Baseb al l , footb a ll, tenn i s , and rowi ng are v e ry p op-

ular, a g r eat de a l of ri v a l r y b e t ween t h e t eams of t he d i ffe r ent 

i ns t itutions be i ng now qu i te man i fest .(3) 
1 . A. R . D. E . p. 318 . 
2. A. R. D. E . pp. 358 a nd 364. 
3 ■ J . E . p. 335-336. J. T. pp . 84-85 • 
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I n t he matter of education , J ?pan is t he leadi ng nat i o n of 

the ;,as t . Students f r om all pa rt s o f the Ori en t come t o t h e 

country to attend her schools . Th e g reater ma.jority of t he 

students come f r o I Chi na , hav i ng been off icia lly sent over by 

t ha t government to study i n the sch ools of th e s un- ri se nation . 

I n 1911 nearly four t housand Chi nese s t ude nts, young men who will 

i n the fut ure Tioul d the thought a nd dest i n i es of the Ch i ne s e , 

we:c-e pursui ng subjects i n t :ne di ffere nt institu t ions of lear ning 

i n Ja:pan . (l) 

A paper of t h is character would not be complet e unle s s some 

notice were made of t he de :t'ecti..,of the Japanese educationa l sys-

tem . Every system wrought ou t by huma.n ingenui t y o.nd i nte llect, 

be it whatever it may , hc. s i ts defects and def i c i encies. o t h i s 

rule t h e Japanese educational sy s tem, great 1:u1d marve l ous i n i ts 

, ·ork i n g s as it is, i s no excep ti on . 

One chie f defect is t he vague i ns t ruct i on g iven i n eth i cs . (2 ) 

.Al t hough the Government lays a goo d dea l of importanc e on t h e 

teachi ng of mor 2l i ty a nd eth i c s i n t he pri mar y and secondary 

schools , t he in s truc ti on g i ven has not been found to prove sat i s­

facto ry i n i t s workings . I have alr eady ment io ned the i mmora lity 

nd dishone sty of t he average Japanese student . Agai n , t h e ethi-

1 . .T . Y . B . p . 20 5. 
2 • H . M . J . p • 220 • 

• 
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cal i de a.ls o f the J apanese are shifting . Mr. Rein sch, in his 

exce llent ar ticle on t he Intel l ectual Life i n J apan , has thus 

summed t h is up. " I n the mat ter of eth ical i deals an d connnon 

mora.li ty , Japan i s passing thr ough a critical era. The co de of 

Bu shide, which produced the mora l excellences of the feuda l age s , 

dea ls in the ma in only with the r eci9rocal dut i es of feudal vas ­

sa l and superi or. It h a s no te a chi n gs for t h e rela tions of man 

to man i n a more democratic s t ate of soc i ety, especially in a 

society of competj_ tion where men mee t face to fa.ce in the strenu­

ous and grim struggle for a livelihood . Desp ite it s elf , J apa­

nese soc iety i s b ecomi ng i nd ivi dua li s tic. The ha r sh compulsi on 

of t h e compet itive system, amb i t i ous s t rivi ng after success, or 

mere gr a sp i ng for t he necessit ie s of l i fe, h : s b rou ght i nto play 

mot ives wh ich were dorman t i n t he ol der era o:f gro up asso ci a tion. 

The word • success ' i s use d as fre quent l y i n J apan a s in the rest 

of the world and se ems to exerc ise the same k ind of cha.rm."(1) 

Ano t her defect of the Japane se system of e ducat ion is the 

u se of a double system of a ri thme tic a nd t h e dependence on t1 e 

Chinese ideographs. From t h e very f irs t the Japan e se student 

must learn to work h i s a rithmet i cal prob lems by b oth t l~ Or ien t a l 

a nd Occ i dental me t hods of ca l cul at ion. This makes t he lea r r~ng 

of o.r i thmet ic exc eed i ng ly di ff icult fo r the young pupil. Of f ar 

1. I.. I,. J. p. 514. 
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greater d i f ficulty, h owever, t o t h e s tudent is t he l e arn i ng of 

Chinese i deo g rc:tphs . Thi s subj e ct h ::- s a. lrea dy bee n di scussed 

un der 1. i dd l e sch ools, so j _ t will b e needle s s to repeat. so 

great a.re t he d i ff icul t i es besett ing t he s tudents i n their at­

tempts to learn t h ese i nnumerable ideographs , tha t ma ny schola r s 

and l e a d i ng e du c a tors h e a rtily f avor the g eneral a dopt i on o f the 

Roman l et ter s .( 1) 

A th~ bad fe a ture of Japanese educa tion i s the encoura.ge -
"-

ment g i ven to "crarnmi ng." This i s e spec i a lly p reva l ent in 

J apane s e h i gher edu cat ion. "Crammi ng of mi nds me an s cram.p i ng of 

char a.c ter • " There a.r e so ma ,1y compet i t i ve ex8mina.tions t hat 

h ave t o be t e,ken by the J apane se students , t ha.t the one who can 

cra.m the most and thereb y pass t h em , j s regarde d by a l l a,s the 

most succ e ssful. Th i s system of "cramming " i s one of t h e wors t 

fe a t ure s of J apanese h i ghe r e duca.tion. ( 2) 

There is a. fourth bad f eatu:re of E duc a. tion i n Japan, and 

t · is , like t he p r e ceding one, i s conne cted wi th h i ghe r education c 

Eo et of the h i gh e r inst i tutions of le f rning a re a ttended, not 

for intellectual a nd cultural but for ut i litarian purposes. 

Learning is not sought by the ma jority of the s tude nt s because 

of i t s intrin s ic wor th, but i n or der t hats~ e high po s itio n i n 

offic i al , professional , or bus i ness l i fe ma y thereby b e attai ned . 

Dr . Nitob e, one of t h e foremo s t educ a tors of Japan , h ~s uronounced 
1 . M. E . J . p . 6t! . 
2 . J . N . p . 197 • 
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"th i s the mo s t l amentable feature " of the pr esent system of 

Japane se educ a tion . ( 1) 

The f i fth and las t defect of t h e Japanese educ a tional sys­

tem i s tha.t t h ere a·:re• not enough schoo l s to f i 11 the demands of 

t h e number of app l i cants . Th is i s no t t he case vi t h e l ementar y 

e duc rit ion, i'or the l ocal and cent r a l gove r nments have t h is :part 

of t he system we ll i n hand . From mi dd l e sch oo l s and girl s ' h i gh 

schools on upward to t h e Un i ve rsit i es , t he supply of school accomo-

dati on i s not equel t o t h e demand . Look i ng a t it f r om another 

v i ewpo i n t , it i s quite enco uraging tha. t so many des i re a h i gher 

educa tion . .Lh e gove r rnnent i s ma.k i ng st r e nuous effo r ts to meet 

t h is demand, but si nce her financial means a re not unl i mi ted , 

she canno t do this i mme di at e ly .( 2 ) The number of s chool s have 

bee n gre a t l y i ~cr eased , but even yet t hey are not suff i cie n t to 

f i l l t h e demand. A f ew f i gures wi ll perhap s make this c l e a.r er. 

Th e perce n t a ge of t hose who applied for a d..'TI. i ssj_on a nd we r e c1 d­

mi tted to mi ddle schools was , accord i ng to the late s t stat i st i cs, 

fifty- thr ee (~) to g ir l s ' h i gh schools f ifty- e i gh t( 4 ), while in 

one Girls ' Hi ghe r Eor mal school i t was as low as seven t een.(5) 

I n the l as t s eventeen yea.rs, educ a tion h a s been a.dvanc i ng i n 

1. J. N. p. 198 . 
2 . J. E • p. 113. 
3. A . R. D. E . p . 136 . 
4 . A. R • D. E . p . 145 . 
5. . A • R. D • E . p . 112 . • 
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a marv e lous manner. Th is fact may be r ead ily seen in rega r d to 

elementary educ a tion from t he ~allowing f i gur es in r e ga r d to 

schoo l attendance : I n 1893 t here were 3,337,560 ch ildren in 

elemen ta.ry schools, the per - cen tage of school a t me ndarx::: e be ing 

59 ; in 1900 there were 4, 683 , 598 children attending elementary 

schoo ls , 82 b eing the percen tage of school attendance ; in 1910 

ther e were 6, 473,592 chilclren i n elementary schools with a per­

cen age of scho ol a t tendance of 98 .10. (1) 

Let us now c ons i der , i n conclusion, the a i m of Japanese 

education . Mr. Lafcctd io Hearn, i n li.l.is excellent book , Ja:!) an , 

noi1n s out that th~ a im of J a:iane se educ2,t:i.nn h:-, s been O"J the 

o~p o s ite plan from th a t of ¥estern education. The a im of the 

la t ter is to t rain the i nd i vidual f or" i ndependent act i on", the 

a i m of t h e f orme r is to trai n h i m fo r 11 cooperat ive a ction . " 

11 To fit h i m to occupy an exact pJ.ace i n t h e mechan ism of a. r i g id 

so ciety, i s what educ c tion does for t h e Japane se s tuderit . (2 ) 

Mr. Re i n sch has sai d that "Japanese soc i e ty is b econ ing i nd ivi ­

dua.l i stic II and t h is may a lso be s id of Japa.ne se education . I n 

many schoo ls , especial l y i n priva t e ones , there i s t he tendency 

to develop the i ndi vidua.l for II i ndependent ,ction '' , ;:,nd tlld. s ten­

dency i s slowly but s u ~ely increasing i n govermnenta l schoo ls . 

1 . J.E . pp. 112- 113. A.R.D.E .pp . 63 and 82 . 
2 . Japan---p . 460 • 
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L()Ok i ng t t h e qu.esti on from a bro 3der viewr,o i :r.t---wh a t i s 

the a i m, the mas t e r purpose , o f e duca t ion i n Japan? Dr. Ni.tobe 

has e xpre sse d h i s view o:t: the qti.e s ti on when he r ema rked t ha t i n 

the f uture J apan , t h ro ugh her educ a t i on, shoul d show f orth t he 

•~ ntelle ctua.1 wel~g" of t h e Ea st and t h e We s t. ( 1) Count Ok uma 

expre ssed s i milar view i n s li ghtly d iffe r ent phra~e o ogy when 

h e s a id t hat i t s a i m wa s to fuse t h e civili zat i on of the Occ i­

dent and of t h e Ori ent "into on e h a r mon i ous man ife s t a tion.~(2 ) 

A s till better answer t o t h i s que s tion has b een made by ~ . 

Watson i n h i ::: adm i r ab le book t he "Future of Jap an ." "Th is 

purpose," said he , "i s to p r eser ve wha. t i s best i n t h e historic a l 

ch a r a cter of the na tion, a,nd a t t h e s ame t i me to i n s t ill t he . a c­

cumul .t ed knowledge • nd i ncul c a.te t he fund r,men t a l p ri n ciples o f 

the adop t i ve c i v ili zati on of urop e."(3) That J a p an , b y mean s 

o f he r educa t i onal system, nay be e nab l ed t o c a r ry out succe s s­

fu l l y t h i s gr ea t a i m, i s the ear ne s t de s ir e of a ll of her fr i ends 

a cro s s t h e P a cific . 

1 • J • N . p . 20 3. 
2 • M • .:, • J . p • 64 • 
3. The Future of Ja~an , p . 142 • 
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