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The Presidential Eleection of 1932

On March the fourth, 1933, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was formgte
ly inaugurated as the President of the United States, Hearing that
they had "nothing to fear but fear itself;” the American people were
launched upon the era of the New Deal, Franklin Roosevelt had been
elected in the presidential campaign of the previous year., This is
the story of how he, whom Ld.ppman': had earlier described as "a pleas=
ant man who, without any important qualifications for the office,
would very much like t# be Preaiden@fﬂlgained his desires.

The period of the 1920's had been, for some, a decade of unprece-
dented prosperity. This Golden Age, however, éame to an ;nd on Octo=
ber 2L, 1929, In a frenzy of selling which saw more than twelve mill-
ion shares of stock unloaded at diminishing prices, the speculators
had put an unofficial, but effective, close to the bull market boom.
Out of this stock market crash was to grow what has come to be called
the Great Depression, It was the overwhelming intensity of this eco-
nomic disaster that was to make it the overriding consideration in the
political conflict three years afterward, One might even be tempted
to feel that the issue was decided long before the polls were opened,

There was, of course, some difference of opinion as to how to
best meet the catastrophe, The Democratie public relations director
felt that "the bewilderment of the While House was apparent almost
from the day of the disaster."2 The Republican campaign orators were
to take another viewpoint, Initially, Hoover seemed to approach the

problem as being basically an isolated phenomenon, Stating that the
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recession "did not affect the business structure of the nation)’ the
President commenced a long series of optimistic statements that were

to return to haunt him during his campaign for reelection, "Prosperity
is just around the corner" was but typical of the unfortunate statee
ments in this series, In March of 1930, following the rally of a mor=-
mal seasonal gain in business eycles, Hoover said, "All the evidences
indicate that the worst effects of the crash will have been passed
within the next sixty days.“3 Two months later no corner had been
turned and the "evidences" proved to be false.

In meeting what he first considered to be a domestic problem, Hoo=-
ver opened a four-pronged attack, He attempted to facilitate;the work
of the private relief agencies with governmental assistance. Economy
in the expenditures of the Federal government ﬁnsjordernd.' Business
leaders were urged to maintain wages of their employees evenvthough
it would mean taking a loss until the economy was restored. Ffinally,
Hoover established the Reconstruetion Finance Corporation. The Re F. C.
was organized for the purpose of laaning money to banks and other ine
stitutions in hopes of revitalizing the processes of businéss. But no=-
thing seemed to help, "Though the R. F. C,was useful in giving a mea=~
sure of stability to financial institutions, the deepening course of
the depression proved that it was inadequate. America demanded more
heroié measures to bring back proaperity."h

Finally, Hoover was driven to the conclusion that his original
approach to the situation was the incorrect one., Three weeks before
the first anniversary of what Democratic orators were coming to call
_the "Hoover Slump % the President in his address before a Cleveland
audience stated, "This depression is world wida."; Conceding the ori-

ging and ramifications‘to be on this basis, he turned once more to an
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optimistie vein by saying, "We are ables.. to free ourselves of world
influences and make a large measure of independent recovery because
we are so remarkably self-contained." This idea’failed to please
the internationalistic crowd which had already been shocked, as had
most of the nation's leading economists, with Hoover's acceptance of
the Hawley-Smoot tariff, Hoover did overcome some of the chaxgss of
provincialism the following summer when, following the collapée of the
Austrian banking system, he called for a year's moratorium onvthe Euro=
pean war dsbts,. Ngvertheless, the nation's pictﬁre of the Grast‘En-
gineer had been damaged and criticism of his indecision begin‘té‘grcw.
Seldom had 4wy President taken office pré#igéusly with as great
a fealing of confidence in his abilities among the voters than did Hoo-
ver when he had been instal}ed in 1929, The landslide'pfdpértion of
his victory the previous November had iliustraﬁgd the reliance of the
electorate upon the man, his party, and his policies. This would later
turn to the bitternsss of disappointment that would be felt throughout
the campaign., Nevertheless, there had been some pumblings of discon=
tent in the honeymoon of seven months prior to the crash., The enforce-
ment of the Prohibition aman@gﬁq? proved to be a perniciuoms element
and Hoover had it turned over to ;géhQ;;§é¥§ﬁﬁm“comm;§§}on for study.
When the commission's report called for either repeal ofm£;:“§%ntute
or at 1east‘serious amendment, rather than adhering to the recommenda-
tions, the Pregident rejected his board's report and ignored the cone
aaquenées; Another persistent problem of the decade had been the eco=-
nomic depression the American Farmer had been suffering, In setting
up the farm board to reorganize the marketing system and initiate re-
forms té stabilize farm prices, the Republicans had failed because of

an ingbility to control overproduction and, in the process, had managed
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to offend Borah and other progressives in the party. The farm situa-
tion had led some to feel that a revision of the tariff would be of
assistance to the rural districts. The Hawley=Smoot tariff, which
was tha result of this thinking, became the victim of Congressional
log-rolling which saw 235 items revised downwerd in comparison with
890 upward revisions, The effect of this tariff on the international
econony had been accurately predicted and as the tariff walls against
American agricultural exports rose, the Amemican farmer was less than
satisfied, | v

Thus, in studying the actions of the Hoover administratién, the -
public was able to mark up several notable failures, If they @dd not
accept the notion thgt the Depression was Hoover's fault, they could
feel that his remedies for the difficulty were inddequate, It seemed
as if the traditional individualistic strain of Americ.n thinking was
itself proving inadequate in this crisis and Hoover became the symbol
of something that had outlived its usefulness., One analysis stated,
"The depression that followed the crash of the stock market called for
a cocllective philosophy and a collesctive plan of action."6 Even if
they weren't ready to go this far, the American people were seeking
a dynamic foree of experimsntationiﬁgre coming to believe that Herbert

H oover was not to be the fountainhead of any such program.

In the FRepublican pre-convention activities the chairman of the
National Committee was Senator Simeon D. Fess of Ohio and he was assis-
ted by the executive director, Robert H. Lucas of Kentucky. But these
two men were "little more than dummy directorq?¥7 The real decision
makers of the campaign would be the Postmaster-General, Walter Brown,

and Ogden Mills who was the Secretary of the Treasury. Of course, the
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true guiding genius of his campaign wss the President himself, He
had wanted Brown to take over the post as chairman of the National
Committee, but Brown demurred, recalling the shortened careers of
previous committes directors who had failed to live up to Hoover's
demands. At any ratey Brown knew.he could do yeoman work in‘swinging
the patronage stick in lining up tﬁe delegates and party leaders be-
hind Hoover.

Hoover's camﬁaign for renomination was opened with Lucas's letter
of January 13, 1931, which was sent to all Républican precinet chaire
men, The general tone of the letter was to give a preview of the stra-
tegy of the Hoover candidacy in the November elections., It stated that
the depression was world-wide and that no one man or nation was at fault.
Hoover's experience in the business world was cited along wiﬁh the idea
that things would have been worse had not such a man been in office.
The general negative approach that was to mark the entire Republican
campaign of 1932 was summarized in the sccusation that the Presidentls
unpopularity was due solely to the "smear Hoover" campaign of the Demo=
crats, .

Brown's work in rounding up the delegates for Hoover was an ex=
cellent one as could be seen in the near-unanimous first-ballot nomi-
nation. Any program of purging the corrupt state organizations of the
party in the South was abandoned when it was realized that their support
would be helpful. The patronage stick's manipulation can be saén in
the address of the assistant postmaster-general, Glover, to the post-
magters convention in Missouri. He said:

Get out on the firing line in support of
President Hoover. I'll be back in Wash-
ington Monday and I'll be glad at that

time to take the resignation of any of 8
you postmasters who dont want to do it.



Such oratory was effective, The states which selected their dele-
gates by the convention method saw the pledging of their delegations to
Hoover because of the strength of the state ofganizaﬁions and the mani-
pulations bvarown. The preferential primaries fﬁfned up no wofthy op-
positian and Hoover sailed through them with eaae.‘ He had Iiétlé to
gear as the time for the asqemblage of the partv at Chicago neered.

Theodore Joslin, publicity secrebary of,the President, and the di-

- rector of the publicity for the nztional committee, West, wet? éﬁargad
with the responsibility of presenting a more iikgple persénality pice
ture of Hoover to the public. The increasing dissetisfaction with Hoom
ver policies and the work of the Democratic publicity bureau had come
bined to create an unfavcrable impression of Hbover the man in publiu
eyes. Joslin had to overcome the handicep of news pictures of Hoover
which gave the impression that he was a hard-boiled and cold—ﬁiobded
individual who appeared to be unmoved by the égfferings of the masses,
Also to be considered was the consiste%}y poor préss relations 300var
Nid with ths Wite Hotuge corps during ks adutidstrution, - Tess vebe-
ran correspondents came to distrust Joslin's #ﬁtempts to "humanige"
the President and the efforts ﬁére fgzrly unrewarding, West turned
his attention to the national pbliticallscene in unleashing an gttdck
on the Democratic leadership which hgdAuii&wcdétﬁhﬁﬁemocratie'Congress i
- elected in‘1939:§;t out of under the control of the Speaker of the House,
’Garnar. An atbtempt was alsc made to portray Hoover as a President who,
in time of crisis, was beéét by unfair criticism by his political oppo~
nents, In this effort, parkllels were drawn between Hoover and his
fairiy distinguished predecessors, Washington and Lincoln. MNost ef the
- efforts in this realm were preludes to the publicity activity of the

Republicans which would devélop once the national campaign commenced,
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Those Republican ldaders who had become dissatisfied with Hoover
and saw the futility in renominating him began to look around for a
more suitable candidate. They first settled on Senator Dwight Morrow
of New Jersey whose work in Mexico had gained him a national reputa-
tion and whose son-in-law, Charles A, Lindbergh, would be ofvsome use
in a national election, However, Morrow died in October of 1931 and,
even if he had lived, there is some doubt that he would have gone into
the fra& in 132 rather than waiting and building until 1936, Calvin
Coolidge was suggested and encouraged by those opposed to Hoover's re-
nomination and who felt "Silent Cal" could restore the nation's confi-
dence in the Republican party. This might have been ttue but Coolidge
was too much of a party man to risk a split in the ranks and too shrewd -
a politician to invelve himself in a campaign with such dismal prospeets
for success. Any hope that Charles G, Dawes might be prevailed upon to
campaign against Hoover vese nullified when that financial titan accepte
ed Hoover's appointment to head the R. F. C. The old Progressive ele=-
ment in the party could not find a standard-bearer on whom they could
unite, No one seemed willing to become a sacrififial goat in 1932,

An ax-Senator from Maryland, Dr. Joseph I. France, did attempt to con-
test Hoover in some primaries but his success was less than meager.
Thus, although opposition to Hoover did exist in the Rspublican party,
it was disorganized and characterized by the defeatist attitude that
preveded even the party's rank and file.

Herbert Hoover wanted to be renominated by his party and that
seemed to settle the matter as far as the Republican pre-convention
campaigning was concerned. The incumbent is traditionally entitled
to a second presidential nomination should he desire it, and Hoover
did desire it, The party must run on its record and to have rejected

Hoover would have been an admission of failure, Hoover, furthermore,



could wield the federal patronage machine and any effort to upseat him
would have to be made with a prohibitive financial outlsy and with 1ittle
hope of success. Finally, any rough-and-tumble éonflict with Hoover would
have made the possibility of a split in the party a certalnty and the -
leaders were not willing to run that risk. As a result, ;ha Republican

pre—convention activity was 'very mmuch a one-man affair.

In contrast to the spathetic campaign of the Republicané;‘the vic-
tory-hungry Democrats began to see the gélden 6pp§rtunity thét they had
~ been presented with in the coming election, and candidates bégaﬁfto £lood
the afena. It looked as if the Democracy was'gaiﬁg to have another‘one
of her rip-snorting family équabblas. ; :

The outstanding candidate in 1932 was from the first the Gé%erner
of New York, Franklin D. Roosevelt. He was byafér leading the fiel@ and
racognizedﬁﬁhiveranlly as "the man to stop" by ihe other hopefuls, Roose=-
velt had been launched into national politics back in 1920 when he was
thé vice-presidential running-mate of the badly beaten Cox. Stricken
shortly afier the defeat wiﬁh polid, he had recovéred suffifiently to
have placed Al Smith's name in nomination before the Democratic éonven-
tions of 192L and 1928, In 1928, at the urging of his political friend,
Smith, Roosevelt entered the lists as the Democratic gubernatorial candi-
date in his home state in the hope of strengthening the national ticket,
In a year which saw Democracy and Smith erushed by Hoover and Prosperity,
Roosevelt was able to carry New York b& a slim majority as even Smith
had failed to do in the presidential vote., Roosevelt fan for reelection
and was elected by an unprecedented 750,000 majority in the 1930 eané
paigne His star was rising swiftly.

Roosevell's vote-gething record was impressive to those who had
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been supporting losers in the past three presidential elections, They
were even further impressed by his ability to gain rungl as well as
some Republican support, and the consideration of New-York's lzrge block
'of electoral votes was not to be ignored. Those lesders who weré sear=
ching for a true progressive to head the ticket,"particularly inrthe
Westy recalled Roosevelt's work as Assistant-Secretary of thé Navy in
their hero's (Wilson) administration, his progressive administration as
governor, and the connection with the name of the old Bull Mooser, Teddy,
who was still fondly remembered by theme His record as goverﬁor also
demonstrated a skill in handling an opposition legislature and an ability
to divorce himself from Tammany influence in carrying out his’program.
On the issue of Repeal the East found him to be a "reasonsble wet",
while the South came to appreciate his Protestant affiliations;i Over
the years F. D R, had been able to avoid alienating any factions of the
party despite the bitter quarrels of internecine werfsre that had often
come close to spliging the party. The party leaders, also seeking a win-
ner, knew of the effective "radio voice" Roosevelt had been blessed with
and had been impressed with his carrisge and demeanor in his nominations
of Smith at the party conclaves, His coining of the phrase "the Happy
Warrior" had given an indication of what was to be expected in his spee-
ches in the years to come. Even Walter Lippmann, extremely critical of
Roosevelt in this peried, conceded the man's sectional popularity, his
support by locsl politicos, and a hesitancy on the part of the opposi-
tion to enter the fray so early in the campaign.

While the assets attributed to Roosevelt were formidable, some were
able to see possible chinks in his armor. The question of his health,
in light of his polio attack, was sometimes raised, For some he appear-

ed to be a wishy-washy politician whose record as governor indicated a
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wiilingness to play politics on crucizl issues. It was known that he
would be opposed by most of the big city machines (Tammany, Nash-Kelly
in Chieago, Hague in Jersey City), by the now conservative Wilsonian
generation of the party, and bv industrial areaé as contrasted with
his rural support. Lippmann noted his lack of populsrity with the
masses in the pivotal sections of tha country, his lack of national
appeal, and the lack of confidence in his abilities on the part of old
warhorses Bf the party, as definite ligbilities, It soon beéame appa~
rent that those who felt Roosevelt was not to be their man wgald have
to join a coalition to block the nomination, o

The standard-bearer in 1928 had been Al Smith and he was not to
be counted out for reconsideration in 1932, Denied the nomination af-
ter a bitter fight in 192k, he had gained it at Ve Bext convention only
to be smothered in the Hoover landslides. The "Happy Warrior" had been
rather unhappy for some time and the defeat rtnkled.him and his suppor-
terss Still the titular head of the parﬁy he wes to be credited with
the organization of the forces of the opposition party over the years -
following the defeat, His lovable character and megnetic personality
were still appreciated by tho urban masges and the loyalty and affece
tion of his supporters would be tenacious. They had been attracted by
his religious affiliations and plebiahsmannerisms in 1928 and these fac=-
tors, a2lthough somethingwof'a drawﬁack'in~many sections of the country,
would bring them to the polls for their idol sgain in 1932,

Immedistely after his defeat in the previous campaign Smith had
stated he was éliminating himself from political consideration in the
future, He had told many of his former supporters (e. g. Flynn and lLeh-
man) that his financial indebtedness precluded any possibility of his

return to the political scene and they, in turn, felt free to come to <ig
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support of the Roosevelt candidacy, Indeed, when it became apparent
that he was a candidate, these old supporters of his could only feel
that'he was a stalking-horse for the "Stop Roosevelt" movement, FPro-
gressives over the years had become increasingly disaffected with Smith
as his basic conservatism became more apparent, Furthermore, there
were long memories in the minds of party leaders who did not wish to
see religious prejudice hurt their cause again, and in the minds of
those party leaders who had been squeezed in the bitter intra-party
8quabbles of the past, While Smith's prospects might het have been as
bright as Roosevelt's, many observers of the day felt that Smith's
voice would be a deciding factor in the convention.

The career of John Nance Garnér had been marked by a step-by-step
rise through the political ladder until he had achieved what some be-
lieved "represented the pinnacle of his political ambitionqm,lothe post
of Speaker of the House of Representatives, His candidacy was backed
primarily by his fellow Texans and by the Hearst chain of newspapers
whose vociferous director had been attracted by Garner's isolationis-
tic voting record, His western background and his demand for strong
measures in meeting the depression wnuld earn him some support. On
the other hand, the Eastern conservatives considered him to be some=
thing of a radical and his "dry" stand on the Prohibition issue would
hurt him in that seetion of the country. Also, the support of William
Randolph Hearst would not come as an unmixed blessing to the candidacy
of "Caetus Jack" Garner,

Out of the progressive tradition of the reform mayors of Clevee
land came Newton D. Baker, the former Seecretary of War in Wilson's
cabinét, Through the years he had become one of the nation's leading

corporation lawyers and his continual adherence to American entrance
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into the league of Nations had been @ vonsistent thread in his public
utterances. During the ensuing campaign he would follow a strategy
of refraining from offending any other candidéte by actively seeking
the nomination in the hope that he might prove to be a suitable com=
promiae in the event of a deadlocked convention.

Among Baker's other asseta, besides his excellent administrative
and progrecsive record, would be the support of the intellectuals and
the Scripps-Howard newspaperse While Roy Howard had‘come out ostansiblj
for Smith's renomination, most realized that his true support would be
for Baker;“ Iippmarn considered Baker te be "an authentic example of a
man who does not seek the cffice;&ll This’was_a rather naive observa=-
tiony however, for in January of the elactionvyéarvhe recanted on his
former advocacy of the Leagues In calling fef Amsrieln entrance:enly
if "an enlightened majority of the people favored the step,"lzhé failed
to appeése the obstinate Hearst opposition and only‘succeeded in alienge
ting the support of the internaticnalisté. His opponents, such as Louis
Howe «=- Roosevelt's guiding genius, cited his connéctiona with the "fie-
nancial crowd" and his role as a corporation lawyer would not win meny
friends among the progressivese

In discussing the Baker candidacy at the convention, Lippmann sug-
gested that "s..the party can unite on a man who is\stronger than any
of the leading contenders.’, %, Lippmenn was impressed with the fact that
Mese he 1s the real first choice of mafe respénsible Democrats than any
other man; and that he is an acfeptable second choice to almost every
one," Noted also was the almost "universal confidence in his ability
and in his character."13 At any rate, many agree in retrospeét with

Moley's statement that Baker waslﬂthe man who probably would have been

nominated had Roosevelt failed."
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Governor Albert C. Ritchie of Maryland was another logical com=-
promise candidate, Indeed, Ed Flynn, the political boss of the Bronx
who supported Roosevelt, differed with those who thought Baker would
have received the nod in the event of a deadlock, Flynn felt that it
would have worked to the advantage of Ritchie. There was little doubt
that the handsome governor was a potentially strong nominee, He had
won the gubernatorial contests in a doubtful state by increasing ma-
jorities four straight times and his excellent recprd, his aristocra=-
tic background, and his impressive bearing and voice, would speak well
for him as a candidate. He was able to count on the support of Eastern
business interests who apprecisted his econbmic conservatism, of the
big city machines, and of those who admired his uncompromising "wetness,’s
The key to his philosophy of government was a Jeffersonian concept as
to the role of government and the "failure of his candidacy ... may be
laid to his earnest champion of this simple notion".ls More likely,
however,; while a planned economy and a willingness to experiment were
desired by the electorate, the strength of Roosevelt was directly re-
sponsible for Ritchie's defeat.

The rural areas of the nation had their candidates in the person-
ages of Governor Murray of Oklahoma, Senator Robinson of Arkansas, and
Missouri's ex-Senator Reed, "Alfalfa Bill" Murray was a colorful chare
acter who drew a great deal of publicity with his alliterative slogan
of "Bread, Butter, Bacon, and Eeans?L Generally speaking, however,
Murray proved to be more of a public curiosity than a serious conten-
dere. Joseph T, Robinson had been the party's vice-presidential nomi-
nee in 1928, The minority lesder of the Senate since 1922, Robinson
was known not to be an effective or brilliant leader and his gruff per=-

sonality eléminated any possibility of popular appeal. Roosevelt was
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able to gain his support when Robinson withdrew early in the race.
James A. Reed was known for his intelligence, erratic nature, and
powerful antipathies for Woodrow Wilson and any form of internation-
alism, He would expect the support of the Pendergast machine and }i
Missouri's delegztion, but little else., It is doubtful thet any of
these men would be considered even for the purposes of compromise and
reconciliation,

The Illinois state delegation originally had hopes for the candi-
dacy of Senator James Hamilton Lewisy her favorite son. Known to be
a leading lawyer and a persuasive orator, as was evidenced in his ex-
cellent showing in the 1930 election on a "we" platform in a Republi-
can state, his eccentricities, which were capped by his pink-dyed whis-
kers that had earned him the nickname of "Aurora Borealis of Illinoisj,
foreed him to drop from the contest. Although favorable to F. De Rey
lewis saw his delegation transferred io another favorite-son, Melvin
Traylor, because of Chicago's Mayor Cermak's manipulation of the dele-
gation, Traylor, president of a Chicago bank, entered several primar-
ies et the urgings of the anti-Roosevelt coalition but the picture of
a " 'homespun multi-millionaire! ., had a false ringy,lé and his can-
didacy made slight progress, The president of General Electric and of
Re Ce Asy Owen D, Young, was another business leader that was consider-
ed, His work wiih the reparations commission had shown him to be a
serious student of foreign affairs, But, as with Traylor, he had 1lit-
tle hopes of overcoming the voter's distrust of business leaders during
the depression years.

Former pfesidential nominees of the party, James M. Cox and John
We Davis, were mentioned occasionally but they had pretty much suffered

total political eclipse since their defeats. Former Governor Harry



15.

Byrd, although ﬁasiduously courted by Roosevelt, was unable to resist
the temptation and ran as z compromise candidste with the support of
his Virginias delegation, Another favorite-son who was waiting for
lightning to strike was Governor White of Ohio, but his main recle was
one of stalking-horse for his fellow Ohioan, B&ker.b Finally, there
was Judge Samuel Seebury of New York. In the midst of his penetrating
investigation of Tammany Hall, he was seen as a possible candidate a=-
long with the lines of another reformer, Woodrow Wilson, Seabury's
colonial ancestry, his fight for social justice, and his brilliant
career as a lawyer and judge, earned him a smattering of support.

Few could deny the variety and number of Democrastic candidates.
Tt would work to the advantage of the party in that a hotly contested
nomination would draw the attention of the voters to the ultimate vie-
tor. The threat of a party split or a deadlocked convention was a na=-
tural consequence of this contest, but it was the hope that such a pose-

sibility would not be realized,

In the election of 1928, Hoover had carried forty states and a
total of LlL electoral wotes. The hopes for a prosperous future for
the Democrats looked dim, Usually in the past the defeated party had
¢losed shop af;er the returns were in and sat back to wait to make an-
other effort four years later. On this occasion, however, Al Smith
suggested the establishment and development of g party edvcational pro=-
gram that would coordinste the policies needed for a constructive stra-
tegy to be pursuved by the minority party. Marylend's John J, Raskob
as the chairman of the Democratic national committee adopted this idea
and placed Jouett Shouse of Kansas at the head of 2 newly created pere

manent executive committee of the national committee, Charles Michelson,
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a veteran Weshington correspondent, was placed in charge of the party's
publicity campaigne

Michelson felt his job to be to destroy the myths the nation held
of Herbert Hoover in thinking that he "was still the infallible crite-
rion for all that was expert, forthright, dignified in things great
and Small;{17 A secondary role the publicity was to play was in attempt-
ing to keep the public aware of the faet that the party of Jéfferaon was
still alive. The Hoover landslide had convinced ﬁany that old man Demok
cracgfdemise.uas imminent.,

The Republican reaction to Michelson's activity gave some indica=-
tion of the effectiveness of his work, The G. 0. P, leaders were dis-
turbed by the flood of cartoons, ghost written speeches for Democratic
leaders, and criticism that was directed toward Hoover and his party.
Some said the net result of the Democratic publicity barrage was to
“pfoject Tammany Hall's techniques and morals to the national political
-chnevila Hoover said, "Michelson came out of the smear departments of
yellow journalism" and fostered a "econtinuous campaign of misrepresenta=
tionbflg He was 2lso disturbeﬁ by what he termed "a flood of smear
bookswlzo Michelson wryly commented to the effect that the““whispering
campaign of 1928" had been succeeded by 'the whimpering campaign of 1930',"
in a series of cartoons distributed throughout the country. At any rate,
the work in thome years between elections by the RaskobeShouse<Michelson
trio had the desired effect. "No president ever had had his every mise
take so thoroughly advertised as Mr. Hbaver“.zl The rewards of the ef=
forts of these men would be gathered by the party's nominee in 1932,

The Democratic sweep in the Congressional elections of 1930 were an ine

dication of what was in store for the party of Prosperity.
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‘ A year preceding the convention the Democratic party became aware
of a growing breach in its ranks, The politiecsl friendship of Roose=
velt and Smith was being strained., There were fearful speculations
&5 6 Wiat wight by the vemifisations L7 thelr friendubip wideld tum
into undying bitterness, Some felt it would spell the end af\w hope
of party unity in the national campaign and thus kill the chances of
vietory over Hoover,

Smith was reportedly dissatisfied with Roosevelt's sctions as
governor of New Yorks He resented his successor's seeming reticénce
to consult with Smith on the policies of administration, Rmosevélt's
disinelination to confide in Smith his plans for making a race for the
presidential nomination disturbed Al and he partié\ilarly thought Roose-
velt was dodging on Smith's favorite issue, repeal nnd'prohibition.
When a report, probsbly false, came to Al that Roosevelt had implied
to some governors at the Governors' Conference that his predecessor
had been a poor administrator, Smith, who was exceedingly proud of his
record as governor, was more than displeaseds On the other hand, F, D. R.
had given cognizance to the rumor being spresd that Smith had referred
to him as a "erackpotys, At any rate, each man saw in the other a formi-
dable obstacle in his goal of nomination and the stage was set for the
schisme

Al threw down the gauntlet to Roosevelt on the question of a re-
forestation bill then before the state legislature., In coming out a=
gainst the measure, Al had chosen a poor tactical maneuver, The bill
had the support of farmers, conservationists, progressives, some Re=
publicans, and even Tammany Hall, The ensuing referendum was no cone-
tests Tt resulted in a 220,000 vote majority in Roosevelt's favor,
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Perhaps the pressure of political expediency had driven Smith to make
this Llunder of choesing this issue for a test of strengthe.

Partially for the purpose of gaining redemption for his defeat
in the election of 1928, Al wished to make Prohibition the leading is=-
sue of the next campaign. Roosevelt, recognizing the leading issue be-
fore the nation to be an economic one; had realistically chosen recovery
and depression as his theme. His choice also showed pelitical acumen
since he would be expecting support of the "dry" states of the South
and West at the convention and he did not wish to alienate that support
no matter how "reasonable" his "webnesss’. When Smith's alljigﬁaakéb,
athenpted to commit the party to the issue of repeal at a meeting of
the Democratic National Committee, he found his way blocked by the ef=-
forts of Roosevelt's campnign manager, Jim Farley,

In a radio address to the nation #n April of 1932, Rooseveli made
his famous "Forgotten Man" spesch in which he said, "These unhappy times
call for the building of plans that rest upon the forgotten, se.for plans
like those of 1917 that build from the bottom up and not from the top
down, that put their faith once more in the forgotten man at the bottom
of the economic pyramid.”22

Within the week Smith, at the Jefferson Day dinner in Washington,
replied, "I will take off my coat and vest and fight fo the end against
any candidate who persists in any demagogic appeal to the masses of the
- working people of this country to destroy thaﬁsalvas by setting class
against class and rich against pocr."23

Smith's growing conservatism and his dislike for Fs D R, was ine
creasingly evident. On Jenuary 23, 1932, Roosevelt in an open letter
to the Secretary of the Nerth Dakots State Democratic Committee stated,

in a reply to the question as to his desire to have his name entered in
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the state primary, "I willingly give my consent, with full apprecia=-
tion of the honor that has been done 1114.!3.“21‘t Two weeks later ecame
Smith's formal announcement.

Some felt that Smith's announcement was most unexpected., The
men around Roosevelt mistakenly concluded that he was to be used to
sap the energy of their man in order i:or the anti-Roosevelt coalition
to bring forth a compromise candidate at the strategic point in the
campaign. Smith's decision to run again was based to a gegree on his
growing realization that any Democrat should win in 1932 and that it
would afford him an opportunity to gain windication on the repeal and
religious questions thatrhad halted him in 1928, The Roosevelt forces,
feeling that Smith had been pressured into running by his friends, cor=
rectly interpreted the Smith statement that he would not "actively"
seek the nomination as meaning his supporters would de the campaigne
ing for him.

It soon became apparent to all the candidates that Roosevelt had
to be stopped if anyone else was to have an opportunity to gain the
nomination at Chicago. OSmith felt that he could hold his own in the
Northeast and was counting on Ritchie to draw from the Roosevelt strength
in the South, and on Garner's reputation in taking delegates in the West.
Strong supporters of Smith were Governor Ely of Massachusetts, Mayors
Hague o)f New Jersey, Cermak of Chicago, and Walker of New York, and, of
course, Raskob and Shouse.

The strategy of the Smithe-led coalition was as follows: To make
prohibition the big issue of the national campaign and to subordinate
economic questionsj to "resent" any talk about weakness in Smith's can-

didacy because of the religious questionj to oppose Roosevelt to the
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bitter end and attempt to have the party unite on Smith or a compro~
mise candidate; ereate the impression that any Democrat was sﬁre of
victory in 1932; have the convention located in the friendly environs
of Cermsk's Chicagoj and have the party stand four-gquare for a plate
form advocating the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment,

Back in March of 1931, Raskob had attempted to maneuver the party
behind the movement for repeal. Those prohibitionists who wished to
keep the question out of partisan politiecs and-those who desired to
kill off the Smith eandidacy were, for the first time, forced to turn
to Roosevelt for aid in the faece of this Smith-Raskob action, Cordell
Hull saw it as "the most important turning point which ultimately re=
Bultad £ ihe GePeit of Seith and She ikinatisn of Fecssveld for Prexie
dent.“zs

Other actions had indicated the development of a "Stop-Roosevelt® :
movement, Shouse began to urge the state conventions to select unin-
structed delegations or, at leasi, favorite-son nominees. This encou~
raged some favorite-sons to énter the race since it was now clear the
Smith forces would be out to block Roosevelt's nomination even at the
risk of a deadlocked conventione Failure of the other opposition can=
didates to realize that Smith was serious about his nomination-seeking
was a mistake. When Michelson suggested to Raskob that Roosevelt, being
a candidate for the nomination, be given some of the air-time held by
the National Committeey; he met with the only rebuff from his superior
on a question of publicity., Finally, at the convention, Hague stated
that it would be doubtful that Roosevelt could carry a state east of
the Mississippi if he faced Hoovers

Smith, Baker, Gamrgémtchie, and the others presented "an alli-

ance of resourceful men", They were experienced in the art of politi=
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ecal timing, subtlety, daring, and flattery, and could always dangle
the vice-presidential nomination before wavering delegations.

They were strong men personally, powerful

in their knowledge of politics, vigorous in

their views, and fearless in advocating the

policies and measures in which they believed.

To defeat them, either singly or tagother,

was a man-sige task, 27

However, while the Roosevelt opposition was willing to work for
a deadlocked convention, they were most umdlling to defer to another
candidete. This would prove to be a fatal wWeakness. |
~While there were many reasons for their

‘getting together, there were just as mmy

reasons why too close an allisnce might
prove harmful, The fact was always upe

permost during the subsequent . ?otmga
of the opposition in Chicago.

Another flaw or wesk point in the Roosacy&lt opmants; px:om
sometimes ‘termed the "Allies“:;?‘a"gmin the personage of Vits major co=
ordinatory the chairman of the National Committeey John J. Raskobe
He was noted for his faithful allegiance to Smith and the work of this
Marylend milliongire in rebuilding the party after 1928 was commendable,
However, "On the issues of today he seems to have one pmfourﬁly gine
cere conviction, namely that prohibition is an evil, and on other mate
ters a naivité which is simply appalling';’}” The opposition to Roose=
velt had both its strengths and its weaknesses. Intelligent handling
on the part of the Governor's supporters would call for the minimigaw

tion of the former and a capitalizing on the latter.

Two men were primrily in charge of the Rooseveltian forces in
the campaign for the nomination in 1932, The first of these was Louis
Howey who had worked with his "Franklin" since the years preceding the
polio attack and whose goal and life hid become one of dedication to
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the work of seeing his man becoming the ‘President of the United States.
Howe's work would mainly be behind the seenes while the public machina-
tions were to be handled by that genial Irishman and the party's state
chairman in New York,; Jim Farley., Farley was the 'real organizing gen-

30 :
fus® of the men working for Roosevelt, "The network of detail sure

rounding a thousand potential convention delegates was Farley's forte."ll
Between these two men, wcrld.ﬁg under the direction of the eandidate him-
self, the major decisions oi_;‘ strategy were made,

Roosevelt was able to find assistance for his eandidacy among many
of the political bigwigs of the d-y, Eastern supperters included Mayor
Curley of Boston, Jackson in New Hampshire, and Guffe& of Pennsylvaniae.
The South was represented by such men as Cordeli Hull, James ¥, Byrnes,
and Alben W, éarkley. Western progressives who felt akin with the Roose=-
velt cause were Wheeler and Walsh of t’mxtané, Dill and Bullitt in Washe
ington, and the bRepublit:aa progressive from Nebx;aaka, Senatdr Norris.
Roosevelt was also able to find assistance, in this case more in the fi-
nancial realm, through the donations of Lem the seniopr Horg?nthgau,
and Joseph P, Kennedy. An early and welcome addition to the forces was
Colonel House, Wilson's “prinié uﬁniater;g". The strength and forecefulness
of some of these men led Lippmann to comment, "It is evident that Governor
Roosevelt is not the leader of the forces behind him, He is being used by
them, "32

At the convention Arthur Mullen worked as Roosevelt's floor manager
but his inexperience necessitated his being given a pair of assistants,
4 1y digertent giwts B Fibing siother o Sh bl sy ertde
mated $hat about ninety percent of the Governor's organigzation was made
up of newcomers to the stage of national politics and also rank amateurs.

With this in mind, and noting £he’ temacious hold of Howe on his friendls
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confidence, and noting further the Roosevelt we know now as a strong
willed person, it is doubtful that these men "used" him, Indeed, it
was Roosevelt who mede good use of the talents and ’influencé‘ of the
old line peliticianse _ , ’ ‘

Roosev elt supporters were urged to stress and a@hasit’ej’ these
strong points of his candidacyt his acceptable social backgrémﬁd and
religious affiliation as coﬁtrastsd with Smith's, the impdrfaiﬁee of
the eeenomic questions as being the issue of tﬁe day, his app;al to
the South on the "reasonableness":6f his wetness, his early.batties
with Tammany, the Western appeal of his progrefss;ive record a's.‘ gévemar,
and his fapudiation of the League which »wculd appeal to the isdiation—
istse ’ |

A basic sppeal to the old party workers was the vote-geting re-
cord of Roéaml"t and the ;ssmn&e of victory hisnomnat«ianwulc’
ebiain; Following the smashing gubernatorial victory in 1930; Farley
had issuved the St&mtf "I do not see how Mr. Rbosevell can escape

, 3
‘becoming the next presidential nominee of his partyees" This was

the'first battle cry of the Roosevelt fcrcaa,‘"‘.:’h It was no accident
that the victory had been such an overwhelming one, Farley had thrown
his greatest effort into bringing in the unpmcedented vote by exhort=
ing his organigzation to make their greatest effort, Howe had envie
sioned the election of 1936 as the time for Roosevelt to make his
move, but the huge plurality which would earry grest weight with the
electorate foreed him to move the time schedule up by four years,
This Vf;teugetting ability of Roosevelt's was constantly stressed by
his managers, when presenting their case before the delegates at Chi-
Cagoe ‘
Presidentlal preferential polls managed by Rooseveli's friend,
financier Jesse I, Straus, all revesled a general tendency among all
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classeé of voters that was favorable to Roosevelt., The effect of these
polls were devastating. The people like a winner and Roosevelt appear=-
ed to be ones, The leaders of state delegations were naturully impress-
ed as were rivﬁl candidates who were discouraged or even daci&ed against
making the race, "No piece of strategy in the preconvention period was
morarsnccassful than these surveys. Furbhermora,?%hsir“ﬂséwmhst be rece-

35 el
When Roosevelt began

kbnnd the most wnique manzwver qf the campaign,”
to pile npiaklargallead in the state convantia#s and brimarieé, the
"bandwagon technique" was axtendad to encourage other delegations to
join the rush, | "

Howe organized the "Friends of Roosevelt" aftar~the 1930 returns
' hﬁd come in, Democratic leaders began to receive pamphlets iélating
the breskdown of those who had votéd for Roosévelt, The organization,
which ﬁas kept small and under tight control, seiiad the apébituniby of
drawing the "dryer" South into the fold as Raskob pressed the repeal is-
sue, The Roosevelt name was played up as what the nation was seeking
was another dynamic leader té pull them out of the hole, In order to
gain tﬁa more cordial attitude of Hearst and his journslistic empire,
Roosevelt recanted in his marb of the League of Nations, implying
that the ILeague of 1932 was not the League Wilson had dreamed of in
1919. A1l of these small maneuvers were essential parts of the greater
whole that was guiding Roosevelt to the nomination,

Tt was obvious that Roosevelt, with Smith fairly secure in his own
baliwick of the Northeast, would have to rely on the delegations of the
South and West to gain the needed convention votes, This necessitated
his becoming a "national" candidate who would be unable to appeal to
regional prejudices on an issue without offending another region from
which his support would be drawn also, Quite maturally, this evolved
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into & straddling of issues in an effort not to alienate any one sege-

ment of his support. The criticism of this avoidance of issues was

torrentiale

Governor Roosevelt belongs to the new
postewar school of politicians who do

not believe in stating their views un=
less and until there is no avoiding 1t.36 ’

But this new game, which consists in ga-
thering delegates {irst and adopting poli-
cles afterward to hold them together, is
ignoble in itself, and from the point gf
view of party action deeply confusing. 7 ,

On one issue the Governor's straddling did not worke. Throughout

the campaign, Judge Seabury's investigation of the corruptionxin New

York continued unabated. The Tammany braves, the key to the conven=

 tion vote of the New York State delegation, were displeased with Roose-

velt's allowing their favored mayor to suffer the indignities of having

his weird financial holdings scrutiniged,
ists of the nation were disturbed not only by the revelations of the ine

vestigating commission, but also by Roosevelt's seeming reluctance to

prosecute, Walker managed to stall the proceedings sufficiently so that

Roosevelt would be forced to enter the convention with the Tammany "ale

batross" around his neck,

’

Back in the summer of 1931, it had been decided that it was time a

Roogevelt man was sent out into the hustings to begin to boom his candi-

dacy. At the French Lick Governors Conference of that year Roosevelt

had made some leading statements which indicated his interest in the

nomination,

However, it was felt that such action might be premature

and that a little less direct method of wooing the delegztes must be

chosen, Jim Farley was the obwious choice for this role., Although

inexperienced in national politics of the party, his geniality could

On the other hand, the moral=
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not be denied,

For many years Farley had been active in the Brotherhood of Elks,
and at this time held the position of Exalted Ruler of the orgeniza-
tion. The Elk's Convention was held on the West Coast, Seattle, this
year and it was to afford him with an opportunity to visit with the
local and bstate leaders of the party as he crossed the ccﬁntry to at-
tend the convention, Roosevelt chose the key states that needed to
be visited while Howe listed the leaders in these states that needed
to be seen if victory was to be obtaineds Setting out with his instruec-
tions, Farley covered over thirty thousand miles in nineteen days of
his whirlwind tour through eighteen states during the month of July,.
His-orders were to gain definite commitments to the Roosevelt candi-
dacy whenever possibie andy, should this not prove feasible, to dise
ecourage the entrance of favorite-sons which would draw from the Roose=-
velt strengthe Also, he was to leam what he could of loeal political
conditions which might affect the national scene and he was to judge
the reactions to the governmor's race for the nomination,

Farley's glowing reports {lowed in dailj_ throughout the tripe
He began to feel unduly optimistic about the chances of his man in
the coming fight for delegates., A genai‘a.l reaction hecnoted was that
of one of the old Midwestern party horses when he said, "Farley, I'm
damned tired of backing losers, In my opinion, Roosevelt can sweep
the country and I'm going to support him.“38 Such warm receptions of=
ten led Farley to overestimate his strength., "Farley's reports were
generally far too enthusiastic #nd:in some cases misle&ding.“39 He
was later proved wrong in his estimation of what the situation was in

Indiana and his report on the California expectations was so erroneoms



27

as to nearly cost Roosevelt the nomination, 4 newcomer who was lost
in some of the muances of state factionalism, Farley wes still more
often wight than wrong, s reports led to the development in the
Roosevelt grand strafiegy of emphasizing the bandwagon aspecta of the

| eandidmy This setion of phehing the governor ag a sure winner aide
ol in 8011448ying the oppositim and driving them to grester energy
in attempting to keep delegations uninstructeds :

While inexperience might hurt Rooseveltify forces in their cam-
~ paigning, thwmthayWrelymammgmmMm
politieal aagacity was mqnestieued and who might be just strong enough
%o earry them through % vieetm. :

The general policy of all the major candidates was to enter only
those states where they falt that victory was possible and in those
states which they felt they cowld not win, they hoped to gain umine
structed delegations or, at least, not alisnate the favorite-sons of
those states who in the hvm~tmding at the convention would be dow
cisive, They were aided in their efforts by the actimms of the minor
candidates @, hoping not to sntagonize any faction of the fromterime
ners, aimed to please in order that their selsction as a compromise
candidate would not be jeopsrdized over bittemess of a'bloody primary
battles

The five stotes which observers of the day watched closely as i
dication az to vhich way the nomination would go were New Hampshire,
New York, Massachusetts, Pemmsylvania, and Galifornia, In the fight
for the delegation from the Gramite State Smith had beem thought to
be an easy winnerp However, with the mupport of the state organizem
tion, Roosevelt carried the day by a 7 to L ratio while showing a
great deal of strength in the rural areas, Smith showed some strength
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in Yenchester but his campaign had been poorly managed and the loss
was a blow to his prestige. A KA

36 ik i Whabe Roseevelt sy rebetved & death hlow %o his
sadideny, With Doss Oumvy of Tamssiy i eppouitian and the Sellling
still ruaming strong for Smith, all that could be obtained from the
‘ninety~four men delegation was an wrinstructed slotes Roosevelt wourld
be able to count on but a third of the delegates for support in the
convention, It was thought by some that Ourry hoped to be able to work
2 deel with Roocsevelt with respect to the Covernor's decision m’tho
Walker case, One bright spot was the fact that now Roosevelt would be
Wd in the.\min;k afﬁn delegations from other sections as not being
a Mwmﬂiﬁate, :

The lMagsachusetts’ primary was probably the biggest botch of the
Roosevslt preseonvention eampaign and 2 great boost to the hopes of the
Allied opposition, Although Smith's populafity among the "web" Iriche
men of the state and the Straus Polls showed Hoosevelt twailing, his
name was, nevertheless, placed before the electorates Colonel House
had vagod Recowvelé%s sitibass wader the wistakm Belisf Wit g bonld
manipulate the victorye Boss Curley of Boston, who had just recently
~ been resoundingly defeated by the Elyeialsh faction of the party in a
eontest for state control, saw in Roosevelt an epportunity of regaine
ing some of his bruised prestige through a victory ever his caquerors
who were supporting Smithe Gurley alignod hinself with young James
Roosevelt who at that time was entering the insurance field in Boston
and had begun to dabble in politicse Of course, the elder Roosevelt
was pleased with his son's interest and Burns feels he "may have allow
ed his family situstion to spoil his good Judwntﬂ.w Also, Roosevelt
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reported to Farley that Snith had told him he had allowed his name o
bs entered enly to appease those friends who wished to gain vindica=
vion fé'r‘ the "’28‘ defeat on the religious lssue, "There was zio indie
eation that they were 1o be used as a part of a $Stop Roosevelt? moves
. ment, and T (farles) got the impression that the Covermor folt they
" wight Ne fownd i his colwer vmtmalln"u

Ths natve action was bo lead, of course, to a sweeplng victory
for the Smith forces, The Rlywdalsh organization mstered a vobe of
three 0 ome over the Roosevelt men. The rurel districts rofused to
uam%.mblmmw&&wleyamMmahmmm
promise was atterpted by the Roosev=lt forces, Curley threw a monkey

 wrench into the scheme which ended all hopes of a Roosevelt showinge

A1 thirtyosix Masssolmsetts delegates would be veting dom the line
for A1 Smith when the convention rolled srovnd,

mmmmwmmcmmﬁmsmtuw
reversal of that in Messschusetts but the result had a painfully famie
liar ring to the Roosevelt supporters, In this instance it was the
Governor who was favored to win essily while Smith was given bui an
cutside chance since it was now his opponent who held the support of
 the state organization, However, Snith showed surprising strength in
the "wet" and urban districts which, although Reosevelt was the choice
of the preferential primayy for the at-large delegates by a 20,000
vobe plurality, resulted in his gaining two-£ifths of the deleégation
and a moral victory, Coming two days after the Massacluseits results
of April 26, the Allies began to see their hopes of stopping Roosevelt
blossom,

It was in the Californis primary in early Moy that Roosevilt rew
ceived what some believed at the tine to be the deatheblow %o hils cane



 didacy, Encouraged by Farley's early reports and the fact that he held
the support of the state &ganimtim, an easy victory for the Covernor
was predicted by his staff, Tey failed to take cognizance of Garner's
strength with the Hearst papers, with McAdoo, and with the Texas Seciety
of California which was more enthusiastic and betber organized than the
regulay Democratic ataﬁ organizatione
%+ apparent, weskness of Roossvelt's candidacy on a natidmewide bam
8is of appeal had a telling effect in this primary, Uneble to take &
stand with but losal appesl, his efforts suffered to some extent by the
Jibes of the Smith forces sush as, "If you are liet, vote for Smith

ﬂmmm,Wbeformr—-ifymdon'tknmmtmm,m
for mwt;“amwarmmus tidammachedinﬂais

prﬁmmaaharanapowmmdtaﬁnrmrmmwmammgm
with the support of "wet" San Francisco.

To offset the Garner strength in California and Texas, F, D R,
had to set out on a campaign of a winning of the Westy and this he was
able to do with the Jam a_"'apmﬁm'ra;r'smm‘ Support of
the state organizations aided in Washingtom, Arizens, lyoming, and Mone
tans, In the latter case both the state's Semators, Walsh and iheeler,
were strong Rooseveli men, and in Wyoming O'Mahoney had latched his
wagon Lo the Rooseveli M, wlﬁ.lg leanor's childhood friend, Mrse
John G, Greemway, carried Arizoma into the Roosevelt colwm, Both the
Colorado and Ubah delegations pledged themselves to promote the Roose-
velt cause and to a ticket which would have Covernor Dern as a running

mate, Their repseetive state conventions gave the Nevada, Idaho, Minne-
sota, and Kansas delegations ¢ Roosevelt, In the latter instance, with
the unilt rule in eperation, Kansas would force Jovett Shouse to cast his
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vote for his foe, The Mimmesota delegation would be contested by a
Smith slate of supporters at the Chicago convention which had been
disaffected in a state paity splits Smith supporters were also ree
buffed in the Wisconsin primary vhen orgahizational support and Roose=-
velt's call for beer in "Thirsty Milwaukee" proved insurmountable obe
stacles, This primary saw a great mumber of Progressives leaving the
Republican fold for the Democratic primary, thereby loosening Bob La-
Follette's hold over the state G. O, P, organization. _

Other primary contests in the West saw a Roosevelt sweep in Orew
gon, Nebraska, and North Dakota, over the efforts of "Alfalfa Billd,
He had used the North Dakota filing procedure to annownce his candidacy
back in Jamuary (a primary was chosen since it would appear to be more
fdemoeratic).) and the state organization carried nine of the ten dele-
gates for Roosevelt. Organisation support in Nebraska had alse made
the difference as Roosevelt defeated both Murray and Garner. mélm
convention, according to Farley, was a red-letter day in the Roosevelt
pre-convention campaign which was considered to be a durning point in
that campaign, Farley had journeyed to Des Moines to stave off a laste
diteh, and nearly successful, effort on the part of the opposition to
gain an wninstry cted delegation, DBoth South Dakota and New lMexico
chose to send uninstructed delegations to the convention but they were
50 obviously permeated by Roosevelt men that they were expected to
stick with his candidacy. In Missouri, where Pendergast was on a peace=
making campaign with the conservative faction, the delegation had been
pledged to their favorite-son, ex-Senator Reed. However, it was welle
known at the time that this was but nominal support and the delegation
would come to Roosevelt's aid when needed,

Roosevelt's record in the winning of the West was neatly matched
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with his efforts in the South, Losing only the twenty-four Virginia
mmmm:’muﬁwtmmmmmmmﬂ»
spectively, Roosevelt scored another impressive victory as a candie
date with national appeal, Kentueky came into the Roosevelt colum
when her favoritewson, Barkley, withdrew in exchange for the nod of
Roosevelt as the convention's keynoter. In Alabama, where a primary
is optional, the state orgamization, kmowing the Governor's populas
rity, called for a primary which resulted in the expected victory.
In neighboring Georgia it was another primary sweep of Roosevelt over
ammmuapwem&umm. His polio resort
center, Warm Springs, came out for their favorite patdent by a 218 to
1 vote, The Mississippi convention endorsed Roosevelt but the endorse-
ment was not binding and this delegation would be the source of much

worry for Howe, Farley, and Flymn at the convention, With Huey Long
calling the tume, the Louisiana delegabion would be Reosevelt suppore
ters, Although he had pledged his support to several other men on
various occasions, Huey knew that Roosevelt had the votes to make or
break the contesting delegation at the convention, Shouse attempted
to pressure the party's state gentral committee into foregoing a prie
mayy and to send an uninstructed delegation from Florida, The prese
sure failed, however, and Roosevelt swept to another victory in the
last primary before the convention, Both Temmessee and North Carolina
pledged their suppert to Roosevelt, the support of the Tarheels being
sonevhat of a swprise, The uninstructed delegations from South Caroe
lina and Arkansas had strong leaders(in the personages of Byrnes and
Robinsem)with Roosevelt leanings which would rrove relisble for sup=
port,

The "Happy Warrior® was not idle, of course, and his expected



strength in the Hast and New Bagland vindicated his hopes. Boss Hague
lined wp the thirty-two votes of New Jersey and organimation support
brought the anticipated victories in Rhode Island and Connecticut,
Roosevelt carried Vermnt snd Delaware into the convention and his
vietory in Maine was used as en illustration to comberact the proe
paganda that the Massachusebts victory of Smith had shown wnanimous
sentiment for him in Vew England, .

| Th was in the Middle States along the Ohlo River that the decim
gion could heve been resolved befors the convention ever met, Orgamie
zation support in West Virginia carried Roosevelt over Murray with ease
in the primary and Governow Murphyr's assistance, along with that of the
“radio priest !, Father Coughlin, gave Michigan's thirty-eight votes to
the Governor, Ohio's £ifty-two, Illinois! fifty-eight, or Indiana's
thirty wtes, «t:mﬂ.dz:”gu wey core to wm at the erucial moment,
wrapped up the nominstion, In Endiana, Paul V. Meltutt, whom Farley
bed relied an, decidid So lviiies of Ms uninstructed delegation to
Baker or anotheryopposition candidate, in exchange for the support of
the Scripps-Howard papers in the state campeigns, The Roosevelt fore
ces lost an opportunity in Illincis when Semator lewis released his
delegation before the convention and the annovncement came too early
for ﬂm to cepitalize on ite Cermak was given time to negotiate the
switeh to the second favorite-son, Traylor, before Roosevelt was abls
to capture the delegation, FMinally, in Ohio Governor White was the
wnopposed favoriteeson in the primary but it was generally merstood
that the switch to Baker would materialize if ihite's candidacy should
falter at the conventim as expected,

 hile the territories for the most part have litble but token re-
presentation in the conventions, their delegations are usually cited
as indicative of bandwagon trendses In 1932, the first delegation pleds

» [ e L Th e
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ged to Roosevelt came from the Territory of Alaska. Of the thirty=
eight delegates from the verious territories, all were claimed by
| Bosesvelt wile Seith challeaged his clains to sixtéen of them,
Smith's claims, however, proved valid only in the case of the six
from the Philippiness ‘ |
. The pre-conventiemseampaign for the Democratic nomination ended
in a haze of doubts, Despite Parley's continued predictions of a
"ﬁrawallab victory" it was obvious that Hoosevelt had not gained
the necessary twowthirds for the nomination, Equally obviocus was the
fact that Smith had not beem able to garmer a third of the delegates
which would be necessary for him to hold a veto power in the convene
tion. Themeaaafoiﬁm‘ﬁheﬂmmltfmaawafmm
woild depend, S0 o great dcbent, wn Vs vipledged delegations o @
those votes of the favorite-soms. One other impertant factor that
all noted was the fact that Roosevelt had a clear majority of the
delogatés, At the convention he would have the moral weignt of being
the choice of a majority of the party and, probably more important,
1t would be his convention to organize and to staff with his men.
There would be 1,15k delégates casting their votes at the comven~
tion, It would take the vote of 769 1/3 to nominate under the Demo-
eratic two-thirds rule still in effect in 1932, The conflicting
claims of the rivel candidates showed some overlappings A runwdown
of these claims went as followss Garmer (90), LewiseIraylor (58),
White (52), Reed (36), Murray (23), Byrd (2i), Ritchie (16), wncer-
tain (6), Smith (209), and Roosevelt (690)e These claims came to &
total of 1,204, or fifty more than was possible, The main confliéts
in ¢laims were between the Roosevelt and Smith camps which differed



%,

over the estimated strength of their candidates in New York, Pennsyl-
varda, and territorial delegations, It would be seen in the convan-
 4ion which had been mare accurste but all knew that sach had overese
" timsbed their strength in an effort to attmact the support of undew

cided delogatiohs,

on magv Day, June 1h, 1932, the Republican convention em in
the city af ﬁzio_agn. The c.mﬁal location of the city, its adequate
hotel facilities, and the airecooled convention hall, were all conside
erations that led the G, 0, P, to choose the Windy City, While Atlane
tic City had matehed Chicsgo's offer to chip inte the party kitty, its
sastern location and the fact that Illinois? electoral votes would be
mathmmofMJm@,cmdmmmed. |

Fess, the chaiyman of the National Cormititee, called the convenw
tion to order, The keynoter was to be Senator lester J, Dickinson from
Iowa and the permonent chairman was Representative Bertrend H, Snell
of New Yorlk, Suell's address in accepbing the gavel aroused sore en-
thusiasm as he emphasised the Republican record on the tariff and
other issues and drew a spontensous demonstration of twelve minutes
duration with the mention of Hoover'!s name,

Dickinson, nicknemed "Hell Raising Dick. had been chosen t¢ giwe
the keynote address as a sop to the agricultural interests of the Midm
west, The presentation was poor and the delegates gmmmim
his efforts, He ignored the controversial issue of prohibition and
mmitmmmwmwwmmgm
that had not mentioned the glories of "Prosperity)! He was at his
best when assailing the Democrats and the delegates were able to give
a demonstration of ome-hundred and seventeen seconds at hearing the



Pregident's name called forthe
In the production of his speech Senator
Dickinson obviously was determined that
he would at all Sesbl sound a tri
keynote. This compelled him to omit all

reference to the tro-Cor garage and all
explanations as to why after eleven years
of Republicen rule ‘our nation is in the Lk
midst of its most perilous economic erisisft,
The hystorians admit that even Abraham Jine
coln made a few mistakes, but if the Senae
torls story is 0 be believed Herbert Hoow
mhashaginﬂmiblyrimmm
to finish,
As is usual with \mﬁoﬁe addresses, it was "not an intellectually
homest performance" but little else could have been, or should have
been, expected,

The chairman of the Resolutions Committee was James R, Garfield
of Chios It was he who presented the platform before the convention,
but it was the Secretary of the Treasury, Ogden Mills, who had written
it beforehand back in Washington, Writing with the directions of
Hoover, Mills had performed the automatic task adequately but had elie
minated, however, the framing of a plank on prohibition, This was no=
minally to be left to the cenvention, but in sctuality it was written
ina@aicag@hateimbymta%etoandinmkatadﬂthtm

views of the President.

The prohibition plank was, for all practieal purposes, the only
issuesof the convention that the delegates were vitally interested ine
The plank, when finally drafted, proposed that Congress should submit
the cuestion of repeal to the states and their conventions, and allow
the states to decide the problem as they saw fit, Uhile it did give
some concessions to the Northeast, most observers regarded it right=
fully as a "meaningless" plank, Connecticut Senmator Hiram Bingham



e

moved that the Eighteenth Amendment be resubmitted to the states in an
effort to make the plank more palstable to his section, This minority
report on the plank was voted down 681 to 472, 1llustrating Hooverts
control over the convention, which appeased no one and disappointed
manye ‘
4 straighforward, open and decisive policy,
whether it was wet or dry, would have besn
T Ta e v
The plank had been purchased for party unity and it would plague the
Republican orators throughout the campaign, '
vhen time came for the nominations, the delegates well knew that
there would be no doubt as to the outcome, From Hoover's home state
"Plain Joe" Scott of los Angeles rose to put the President's name in
nominations The conclusion of the nominating address was greeted with
a synthetic demonstration of twembywbwo mimibes, A delegate by the
name of Bandblast attempted to place before the convention the name of
Dr. France of Maryland, The well-oiled Hoover convention rolled on as
teemal difficulties with the publice-address system occurred at the
eritical mmema» of Bandblast's speech., Vhen Dr, France attempted to
withdraw his neme in favor of that of Goolidge, the uman machinery '
took over and the chair denied his right to address the convention
gince it felt he was not a duly selected delegate of the conventions
The Hoover men were not risiking the possibility of Coolidge's name
stampeding the convention,
The roll eall of the first and only ballot went as followss

Tm'otcb CUOESEO0DOROVNNOVEOEIRLL OO ORABECOITESDR 1,151‘\

Heeded to nominatCeseeseesecsesesscnsssssssscsse 578
HoOVEYessesssscssscssssssscsssccscssssssssnssces 1.1-% 1/2

FrancCeessscescessrssssnsssssesesssssessstssssssste h
mudgeititnlttttﬁitdO.#Q.'QQ'UQ!Q‘QO‘O‘l't‘#f“ h 1/2
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Senator 12"‘0»3'*&'#&0*0'*"&0‘..

ex~Senator Wadsworth (He Ye)esesosesssensneoss

ROL VOUlNEesesesssrosnsesccssossssessssssssnsee
abgeNtesessassssssossnsssssessosssonssnssssnss

while the nomination of Hoover was a foregone conclusion, the
eppaait.im w the remomination of vice-president Curtis was awm*,
more pergistent, In the pre-convention activities about mw gtate
dﬂmatims stated their dissatisfaction with a Vice-President who was

PR )

fourteen years older than the President himself, Mis wncompromising
“dryness" and his intellectual limitations were not in Curtis® favor,
Mmmiﬁmmsmttﬂngefmattmptm&mm There
was "little doubt that General Dawes could have had the nmxsatim if
he would have accepted it)' hatm he rejected the offer and the opposi-
tion to Curtis collapsed for want of 2 candidate, ILipymarm noted that
this dissatisfaction prevailed at the convention among ﬂae delegates
but noted that "they camnot think cf anybody to put in his places.hg
He went on to say, *’I&wwatahamafﬁr.&lﬂiuis‘thatwm
ting him nébody's feel% will be hurt, If he is renominated that
will be the reason why,." And Curtls was renominateds

Only one other candidate was placed in nomination to oppose Cure
%is. This was Ceneral Jolm G, Harbord of New York, 4s the roll eall
began, it was noted that the California delegation cast its entire
vote for the Vice-President, The delegates knew the significonce of
this action on the part of the President's home state. At the end of
the first ballot Curtis was still shy 19 1/} votes needed for the no-
mination, Under adwinistration prodding, patronage-conscious Permsyle
vania switched her Wole 80 48 Lo secure the renomination, The offi~
cial ballot stoods
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Noaded to nordnabs,.u.vessnnsesuvavnnsesons D10

CortdBessessnsnvnsssssnsensnsssnsronsnesnes 033 3/}4

Governor Mullor (MasS,)seesssssvessosseanvs
MacNider (former Ameiiean legion commander
from m)&tbt&tmﬁoOQ'G“'#OOO’Q*O 178 3“
Leonard Repogle ( )0‘&"“.6.'06“!'!0‘* 22 Ml
Snell (despite orders that he didn™ desire
: the nma‘biM)«w-;atﬁcntnumu-cnod ;
General Haxrbordesssssessssssssscnssnssssens 161

55
DENOBysessssssspsssssssussessssssessesesses B
Judge Kenyon ( TR Jusonessavansnsssnnsnsses 2
Senator BinghtMyseesssisssesnnssesssssvoses 4
Secretary Hurleyeesescceessesosvovscossonse 5
Senator CouZeNS.esssssscssssssstvesscssssse 2
Ba.vid Ingalll (ms)ootnottﬁo-ctouuoo&tv“ g

SNV IPOSCLECONED00008DEOPOBSIVEDES

The motion to make the nominstion unanimous that followed was adopted
and Hoover would have the running-mate of his choice,

When the results came over the wires to the Vhite House telling
of his momination, Hoover commented in a bit of an understatement,
"Well, it was not wholly 'amewxpet.’.-t.ecl.‘*51 Indeed it was noty for "from
begimﬁmtoondthametﬂngmmwm control of Mr, Hoow
7 m&‘.s' The delegates realized that Hoover's defeat would mean that
they would lose their sinecures =- over four-hundred of them were fede
eral office holders - and they were perfectly willing to play balle
They Were quite satisfied in doing this and their only vital interest
was in the cquestion of prohibitions

The grcat pugzle here at Chicago is the
total absenge o.t any evidence of economic

Surely it is astomishing that in the midst
of such great economic distress 4! should
be no rumbling of socisl discontent,
Prior to the convention Arthur Krock had steted that the problem
facing the Republican would be that "without admitting failurs in anye

thing, they must swallow meny things they said in 1928 and imply the



promise of later ‘whiemz:fs The apethy that pervaded the actions
vmmmegam-atmcmmmmmwmtmmﬁp
cans were beginning to see the haudwriting on the wall, It was taken
tammt'mhmmmﬁﬁmmmmtmw
 cans lmew 4t, This conclusion, of course, would take some of the sheen
off the nesd for o mue-wimer as the Dmocretic stendard-becrer, T
this sense, M‘t'ﬁ#ﬁmﬂumhﬁ%smtbythewm
wtimuttmmwiememﬁm

On Jute 27 the Democrats byeesed into Ciicago for their convemtion,
Always a bit more boisterous then their staid brethvem, the Republicans,
the delegates were scenting wvictory in 1932 and the contrast was greater
than ever,

A preview of the fireworks to come was given in the week before
the convention, The Roosevelt forces, meeting early in Chicago, held
a conference to organige the strategy of the convention campaignings
A great bugaboo of the Democratic convemtions of the past had been the
ancient two-thirds rule which had deadlocked many 2 convemtion, and had
mwmmgbitm between factions of the party. At the come
ference &t which Farley was presiding the sentiment against this rule
became manifest. Taking the floor in favor of sbrogation of the twow
thirds mle, long of lowidiana let forth with a rip-snorting oration
that "bock his listeners vy stormfs Tt was Huey's first entry into
the national scene, and he went over with a terrifiec M~,-.56 With
his large majority, Roosevelt would be able to force-¥he abrogation of
the rule through the convention and some of his leaders felt that such
a move would be justified in light of the Suithls sttempt to deadlock
the conventions



.

*‘ﬁm tagtic might have worleed if it had been properly timed, But
it was not."gj?' Coming as it d‘id‘thme days before the opeming session,
it gave an opportumity for the Allies Lo unlle against the move, Now,
they felb, they would have the moral issue of accusing Roosevelt of
atterpting to change the miles afber the game had started, Furthere
more, the Allied prapagamdisté‘ now labelad the attempt as s confession
of wealmess which emphasized the fallacy of Farley's "first-ballot vic-
tory" boasts, Another wealmess was o be found among Doosevelt's sup-
porters, Southermera were not willing to abandon their veto-power over
the nomination of the party, Roosevelt campaizn managers began t0 rea~
lige that an attempt to press the issue wovld camse a large-scale dew
fection in his ranks which would surely lose the nomination, Roosevelt
did she only thing possible in a message to the press at the opening
session of the convention when he stated that, rather than open his
supporters to the "unfair" charge of "steamroller" tacties, he would
not ¢all for a vote on the issue, The anti-Roosewvelt alliance was jJubie
lant at the "victoryf} while the Roosevelt men comforted thenselves
with the thought that "™e who fights and runs away lives bo fight sgain
another dayj’l It was one of the first dents m:‘ﬁomnlt armove bt
it would prove not to be a costly ones .

Who was mapmaibla for the rfﬂeﬁ'l Farley took him share of the
b]minata_.ting‘bhat "‘hheblansmmnsfwlettﬂngthambingm
out of hand|} X It was the first time that Farley's confidence in his
mabiiiﬁogmaham”hefmtomtorrme debate over longds
precipitous resolution, Cosnell calls it "Farley's bright ideg‘;sym
Flym and Freidel differ with him, PFreidel cites Iongis action in ite
self as being at faults Fiynn, on the other hand, implics that Rooso=
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velt was well aware of the movement and did nothing to discourage ite
While the strategy at the time was to make it appear that it was the
inexperienced cmupai@ managers who took the mspmihﬁity on their -
own hook, Flymn says Roosevelt, in a talaphm conversation with Fare
ley, pu;t: his stamp of eral on the move, Whatever be the case, the
witimste responsibility doss 1ie with the mex who had chosen his manes
g, Wither he sprioved oF this pirkifila swtlol o uoke

A second opportunity for-tie itlied forves to charge Roosevelt and
{ his men with mmeﬁar tasties came with the se‘lwtim af the m»-
_ ment chadmm of the convention, Beck in April, atmmmofm
Arvangements Gamitm* Raskob had pressed for a declaration 'mrm :
ding® Shouse for the post, Thinking that the post was a meaningless
one, many of the Roosevelt WMM themselves in advance
to accept this reammdatim They saw it as enly&#wﬂmlhm
which would afford the party the opportunity of recognising the services
that Shouse had rendered and would allow him to present the keynote ade
dress, |

© Roosevelt saw differently, He knew that the ehair would be called
on to make some srucial rulings andhedidaotm‘te have a man Wi
favorable to his candidscy in it, Rather than cpenly defy his wisguided
“ o HoMnRTE K PERMRNE NE  CUBRNRA ©HS MOt W tkial jts poewep

workers, he wggesm that since ‘the arrangements committee should se-
lect Senator &rklayasthakmawrmdpaﬁamaﬂuﬁm "gommending
Shouse for the pna*c! of permanent chalman, The Shouse-Ragkob-Smith
forces accepted the compromise and the issue looked te be resolved,

Howsver, by the time of the comventiom, Rooseveli was convinced
of Shouse's antagonism, F. D. Ry therefore, decided to recant on the
wcomendation\ It wes decided that Mantanils Semator Valsh would rem



he

ceive the Roosevelt supporte lalsh had & good veputation for imparw
t1ality as had been evidenced in his extremely fair rulings in the im-
broglioc of the 192} convention, Ms reputation for honesty had not
been hurt by his pursuance of the Sematorial investigation of the Teas
pot Dame Scandals, either, Moreover, he was a Roosevelt supporters

When the naminations were called for the position of permanent
chairmen, it became apparent that Roogevelt men would be behind Walsh'e
eendidscy, The Allies lek out scresms of "foul" and "running out on a
bargainy, Dignified Johm W. Davis and the redovbtable Smith made pleas
for the Shouse cause, The vm was to be & crucial ones Had the Roose-
velt majority not appeared suffieient or as mpresaive Bashad been ree
ported, the bandwagon would never have rolleds The vote went to Walsh
with a 626 to 528 count and marked the closest a Roosevelt motion came
 to defeat, Tt was the "high.water mark of the oppeaiﬁmi‘léo hile
at the time Iippmann felt the action taken to be sympéamatie of the
MBelligerency® of the Roosevelt forces who were dead-set on unseating
the SmitheRaskob forces of the party, years 1atervl&chalson comented
#If the Roosevelt rmaa had not double-crossed Jouett Shouse in 1932,
Jouett would have double-crossed Franklin Raaamn."ﬁ Tt was only
to be sometime afterward that the full significance of the Roosevelt
victory was realizeds

Senator Barkley, as had been decided long before in a bargain with
Roosevelt, gave the Demoerotic keynote address, It was an oration of
thmm&mspartiwm&wﬁwmtﬁe subjects of the tariff
and prohibition, but less so m’bank!.ng’ reform, economy, and the plight
of the farmer, Iﬂalmgbhdiswﬁedawwtmmlﬁwmwm&t

It had to be a long speech for when you start enu-
merating the things thot the Republitan have got

away with in the twelve years you have cut
yourself out a job.
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dols 6 yemults vare anbleclinasting The Hoesevelt Corees with thelr
majority dominsted againe The Mimnesote dilegation supporting the Gove
smor was seated by a 658 1/ to 192 3/4 votes Huey Tong, for Iicksy,

:'hadunt&rdathirdemtwtiragmationafhis own in the Louisiana

diacu!aim, Homar, when the debate came he cut the horseplay and gave
a reascned am isapmai‘ve praaantation of his aygument amd the da;r was
«modhyassa 3/h to 51 1/h count, Farley believed, or wished his
veaders to belicve, thai Hoosevelt accepted Muey's cause because his
aammjut. Flynn was a bit more ¢andid in mmg,%maad
to support Imgta slate because he had pledged himself to the candidacy
ef Rﬁaamlt; At any rate, the Reosevelt support was slgnificant in
illustrating again the comtrol he held over the convention which would
impress those delegations that might have been wavering,

e party platform had been written by A, Mitchell Palmer, a dying

man who wished to perform this last service for his party, under fhe

guidante of such Roosevelt men as Hull,

" s in the Republican convention, the delegates were more interested
in the prohibition plank than in the economic planks, 'hen Bilbert Hitche
cock of Nebraska, the chairman of the Resolutions Cormittee, came %o the
prohibition plank he read, "We favor the repeal of the eighteenth amende
mente” The reaction was magnificente A huge demonstretion followed
these words, Parley stabed, "In view of the pussyfoobing plank adopted
by the Republicans, this bold action electrified the emtrya"& At
the moment, it "electrified" the conventions Hill proposed a minority
report ¢alling for the submission of the gquestion to the states, This
was defeated by a 93 to 213 3/4 vote of the parched convention as even

Smith and Ritchie, despite the faect that they were candidates, spoke

b e o SR £ D e g i e e



before the convention for repeal, Although Roosevelt was not a "dripp-
ing wet® and the Allies were heartemed by the spontanecus response to
their favorite whippingboy, it was not a defeat for the Governoris -
plans, Uhen his supporters had asked him as to how they should vote,
hogawthantmmztmﬁmhm“tw?ham. He was not gow
ing to mske repeal the paramount issue. Not enly was Roosevelt secure
in this action because it would not aliemate any of his supporters, he

was further aided by the fact that the commitment of the party to end

prohibition eliminated one of the major reasons as to why Ritchie or
Smith should be the nominee, No matter who was naminated now, "wet!
delegates felt secure ¥kth such a plank@. S

O econontc issues Wi “Demooratic convention was at heart in fa=
vor afcurrmyinﬁ&tim."dg Instead of coming out for the maintaine
ing of the gold standard, the platfom called for adherence to "gound
W". Hoover, in the campsign and afterward, was to term this a
Mieasel wordféé The platform further called for a twenty-five percent
reduction of Federal expenditures, oppesition to the cancellation of
the forelgn debts, and advoeqted and pledged a balanced budget. These
issues and pledges were not to be forgotten by Republican eritics in
the years of the Tew Deal that followeds '

fﬂmplatfm was more accurate on its promise to aid agriculture,
its pledge to regulate the marketing of securities, its advocacy of in-

~ ercased public works program by the Federal govefmment, its call for

relief to the unfortusate, its antilobbying legislation bent, in the
£1614 of foreign affsirs, its adherence to the Warld Gourt, indepem
dence for the Philippines, and reciprossl trade agreements, Takef?
these into consideration, along with the pledge to repeal the Eight
eenth Amendment, the platform was a betber than awverage prognosticatore



The brevity of the platfomm, ilimas only fifteen-hundred worlls in
length, appealed to many observers, Lippmam, who must not have rea
1dzed what influence Roogevelt had had In its femuilatimx, even had
kind words for thc documenty
The resolutions commitbtee has done the best
job in any ne convention for at least
twenty years.
see it i3 more honest, more claar-éwaded and
more courageous than %e g of any major
party gince the end of ﬂm Wars

But he added with acouracy, it

ahouldpu-mtobeverypopularwiththe
mmAmmwﬁthunmm@

m,amltmﬁlmstmﬁ?gg,nmwm‘
platform “did mot fully reflect Mre Roosevelty. It was, rather, %a
reasonsbly conservative document which swung hardly farther to the left
wm&&u&%maxmﬁ.n Whatever might be the analy-
sis, Roosevelt would have a platform that he could stand with comfort
on during the ensuing campaign, and this he did,

With the party platfomm out of the way, the convention turned to
thtnﬁ@bgﬁnmsathanﬁutmmgmpaﬂy*a presidential nominee,
Mzmmmmw,am&m%anmmmm
mwatwmb.-prmmmmw of the seriéss It was follou-
ed hy/fom»ﬁvu minute demonstration with the organist constantly re=
peating the campaign song "Happy Days e lere Agein{s lassachusett's
Governor Ely gave the mt_erfactiuﬂnnminatmg speech when he put
Al Smith's nome before the convention, The demonstration for Smith was
the longest of the canvemtion but observers noted that a grest amount
of this “Spontaneous® support came from the galleries packed by Cermak's
vociferous ruffians,
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As the nominating ammanding speeches droned on Farley came to
the mﬁimfcﬁ Me‘ar or not to use his majority to press for 'khe
Qallwg of the first ballot at thelr conclusions Td was getling late
4n'the day and the delegates were naturally becoming restive and wicome

fortable, lhen the lmst of the speeches ended &t five in the morming

of the third day, Mullen, Roosevelt's floor manasger, under instruction
of Farley moved for the roll call of the fidst ballet, The batdle was
now to reach its alim‘a:asthatm Joined, ,
Neading 769 1/3 votes to nominate, Roosevelt polled 666 1/ on
the first ballot, Itmsanmenﬁmﬂningmadoritymdhammllm
of his noarest competitor, Suith, who had but 201 3/k. Tarlay, after
the vote had been amownced, sat back confidently awaiting on the other
deleg=tions to rise and switeh its votes Lo Roosevelt and begin the ride
on the bandwagen to victorye No such meibch was made, |
Before Farley could get &b Mullen to move for adjournment, the 2931
oall on the second ballot camenceds It 18 traditimally true that the
fromt-yurner in the balloting must show ea increase in each gucceoding
ballot for if any sign of a deeresse sppears, it is the signal for a
general race of wholesale defection of vacillating delegations, On the
second ballot Roosevelt rose te a total of 677 3/h votes, The slightw

ness of a 11 w vote increase indicates how much Farley had relied on

a first-ballot nomination in that he had mustered such support as he

- eould,

During the calling of the roll of the second ballot, Huey Iomg .
legations in line, He alternately bullied, threatemed and ¢ajoled, the
leaders of each of these statese 'ithout Long's work Roosevelt might

" not have besn naminsteds®
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At the conclusion of the second ballot the Roosevelt forces moved
for adfjomrmment but were defeated in this effort, The Allies; thinking
they had B, Di Re on the swm, were aidéd in blooking the motden with
the votes of those delegates who were amgered at being kept to such a
htah@; Smith and Raskob felt conflident they would be able to crack
Roosevelt on the final hallot of the day =—- the third, Fortunstely for
Roosevelt; his lines remained strong and Pendergast was able to send
him £ive of his Missowrd votes So that an increase was showm for the
third ballote

MWMaﬁngﬂtMMmmmmmm

exhausted to thelr hotel rooms, The Allies were grateful and pleased
~ that Roosevelt's victory was still not in sight but they were disturbed
Ly end amazed with the tenacity with which the Roogevelt line had not
erumpled, The official count on the first three ballets wass

oosevelt 666 1 & 682

it 200, J‘ﬁ 1 1% 190 1%
AR N AR
Treylor k2 142 40 37k 40 1/)
Ritohie 2 23 1/2 23 1/2
Reod % 18 27 1/2
Thite 52 50 1/2 782 1/2
Bogers (WA11) - 22 - |
Baker 8 1/2 8 832 T

Tt would be in the hours before the convention reconvened in the
evening that the issve would be decided, It was a time for horse-trade
ing, flattery, promises, pledges, and frentic telephoming, The men who
had been working with the carmpaign since its inception wonld receive
no resty nowe The final vote of the comvention for the nomination ef
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the convention's candidate would be taken that night on the fourth

In the evening seesion the fourth roll call began, Alabema yielde
ed to California and the leader of the delegatiom, MaAdoo, approached
the podiumey With his first words barely oub, the convention realized
what had ocevrred, Garner was throwing his votes to Roosevelt, The
irony of the drama was heightened somewhot when it was recalled that
it was Smith who had locked horns with MeAdoo in the 192l eonventions
MeAdoo was now returning the favor, Hemputtingthem’&m
to Smith's hopes forever, The hooligans in the galleries were in an
uproars Mmmwmmtmmmmm
was forced to come wp to the pedium to quiet them before Meidoo was
able to finish, At the conclusion of the roll call the vote stoods

ROOSEVE1L.eessnsssseccssssessssrnssssesve U5

mthutiuiwubbbqtvncnaon#‘nﬁﬂ'tipiwﬁtatt m 1/2
Brayloresccesssncecscscsssonccssnsssnssns
BN 408 o sRenetetarassscsstsansatioss O 1/2
8500040000000 80PROBLEBENBO0EOEBTOOREBE

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was to be the party's selection to lead them
to certain victory in Hovember,

In amalyzing Garner's releasing his dﬂngatiomtomu,m
is a great deal of confusion among students as to just who was responsie
ble for the crucial decision, William Randolph Hearst is often simgled
out as the man who made the nomination of Roosevelt possible. It is
Inowrithat Farley and Howe had finally agreed that all hope of vietory
rested with the obtaining of the Barner votes in Texas and California,
Flymn believed that Hearst controlled the Unlifornia delegation and
that he controlled enough of the Texas votes so that if they united
with Roosevelt men in that delegation, a majority of Roosevelt suppore
~ ters would bind the entire delegation under the wniyule, Peel and



Donnely say, "Hilliam Randolph Hearst was the man who proved o be the
mwwmmmmfmm,.w They fesl that Hearst
mm«amwmmmm fear of a deadlocked cone
vention which might result in the campromise nomination of Buker, whom
mmmmummmmmmaﬂm. Mpammm
Hearst was never in comtact with Gamer in Vashington throughout the -
_proceedings, While Flymn seys that "the real factor of the whole situa-
Mwmmtﬁwmﬂ&aﬁm chose to side with Roosevelt rather
than ascept cne of the several greater evils, Smith or Baker, Michelsen
disagress, e sayst

Yy postemvention infmtian was that Mr, Haarst
contended he had not agreed to go the whole way

ks reprosantation bad wdily comtted hincTd

Mmmd Haa.ay, another- Mﬁw, felt ﬁza* Rayburn, Gamer's came
mmw,wdadehgammﬁmﬂa:bm?m%wmm
the key roles in initiating the switch, This is doubtfuls

hmkuimmna%mmwﬁarmm
mm;mt&w%whmgm&mwumwmwmm
mgmm..*w mx&mwwmomwmmw
cisgive rohmmmmwenmﬂmmmlh* mm»
dence seems to point to this eonclusion,

Eﬁm&rlqy&widmmwwhagmméﬂmﬁmeq
sure victory for the Roosevelt cause,” he attempted to comtact Hearst
in Galiformia to gain his supports "But even Hearst could not swing
Califormia to Roosevelt, mmmmmpmmmwm
Gumﬂmacouldmhawih' Itwthaﬁﬂammmm-
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, mﬁﬁmmwﬂm@w rather than in his own personal

anbitions, Personally opposed to the twowthirds rule, Be thought it
‘%Madsa&mkaﬂwnvantim,mdmlmofmwmﬁwa&
amceaam«maim&nmhmmthafacwme nomt-
nee, Also, while the Speslier of the House was & serious candidate for
the nomination, "ﬁnﬁalmrcmﬂi&cymmhadwﬂwityamm

&mm&m&mﬁsgwdmmrwmagngthmiﬂmmm
other Rousevelt states in the South and West."  All these reasons

 seen 'téf,mm that 1t was Garner's decision end that he had strong
mtivaﬁm to agree Lo the switeh,

When the convention came to nominate its caiididate for the Vicew
.fﬁawmm-mrmwamm& Tinley of Iowa were cane
- didates, sz%ch%mwmwwmmmm
'wmmmwammw.

mwmﬁmwmmmmmmmwmtwmw
mmammwwtmwmwm,&u
Stk A dal i claer b0 il mhad/pmmw@wupm
memmmmtas mm,amm
it was not a "deal" in the traditional sense, When the Missourian,
mwnum*wommm@mmmhmmmmmax
mmmmzmwawmmmuumemuw
mmmmmmmpmmtmwmm
for the Vice-Presidency. %P&leymmﬂthnm
prior to the fourth ballot no mentian of the Vice-Presidency had been
wade and Rayburn had only seid, ™e'll see what Wamlx mﬁ Tt is
evident that Gavner's managers hsd consistently turned down the possi-
bility of the Vice-Presidency since they lmew that their mem was more
interested in retaining the Speakership rather than surrendering it for
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the comparatively less impertant poste DBub the Texas delegotiom was
not to be denied, They agreed only to vote for Roosevelt after Garnew
released them, and then only by a S) o 51 vobe, provided that Camer
would be on the ticket, s interest in the welfare of the Democratisc
| Party seams to have comtitbed Gavner to accept a nomination he did nob
desire also, Flym bluntly stebes thet the "mominatim of Gamor was
decided by Roosevelt and Roosevelt alomey’,  In acecepting Gerner as a
Wmmwxm@asmmmmmmmmm
been with him since the beglming, aud who wished to see Governor Dern
‘on the ticket, Purthermore, Gayner came from 2 state that was wure’to
go Demoratic in November and little advantege hed been galned in s
yespects Idke the platform, themkétwwamtofwmem-
promises that #8111 meéded-to be worked out in the months and years to
cone, _ _ |
Reogevelt, alwiys willing to take an action that was flavored with
the dramatic, brole several precedents in accepting the nomination af
the comvention, In previous years it had been the usual procedure for
a delegation to be appointed by the convemtion to inform the party's
namine of Mis selection ssveral weeks after the conventiom had closed
shope In 1932, Roosevelt bocane the first presidential candidate to
WMmmcmmthnmmmmmmw
of acceptance, Immediately after hearing that he gained Bhe nomination,
svelt boarded & plane in Albany and headed for ChiGago, This flight,
the first such tckem by a presidential candidate, served the purpose of
dramstizing o the nation that he was a man of sction and that there
should be no question &5 §5 the sondition af his health dirclug the s
paigne
 Roosevelt did not fail to emphasize the picturs of change he wished
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to bring before the electorates "Iet it be from now on the task of
our Parby to break foolish traditionSese,” he told the assanbled dew
-legatess He continued to appesr in the role of the aggressive man
of action as he said, "I pledge Fou, I pledge myself to a new deal
fmfﬂmf&mﬁ.«m people." While the acceptance speech, in ratgg»
spect, might not "stand out as one of the best of Rooseveltlsy hs -
did convey to the listeners a feeling of friendiiness, confidencs,
‘compagsion, and a willingness to experiments UWhile the speech could
not have been considered anticipatory of the future of the New Deal,
Raynond Mllipwas pleased to observe that, since it had been dralted
w&amn&dmmdﬁqm*samdfa&vum, “The philospphy dee -
‘veloped by the litile growp that I had brought Sogsther was nowy A
gubstanes, the offi#ial policy of the standard-bearer of the partye®
Bnmm%%atm?af%aewlt'smiﬁmﬁﬂm&mﬁmﬂ
the story of how a batile almost wom in the early stages was almost
lost by mistake afior mistale during the last ordtical months of the
tm‘” He goes on to sagy that %Wﬁﬁﬁahthadﬁhm
the essential stremgth of their candidate — a Siwength that could
weather his and his lieutenant's errorse The real test lay ahsade®
‘T do not fesl. that T gan agree with Mr, Bums, The Roosevelt in 1931-
32 was not, the Roosevelt of 1936s s $trongth as a @andidate was not
~  seen by all and,as nearly as I can dstermine his nomination mever ape

peared to be a shoo-dn 2f any time, 4As for the "test™ he would fase

following the nomination, Farlsy notes, “Evem at that early date thare
was a feeling upon the part of everyone present that the Democratic
nomines would be carried to victery in the succeeding fall elections”§2

Flymn observes, "Roosevell nominated himselfe" It was the candi-

- JRGEST T L
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date who "eee supplied the essential political wisdem and direction."93
Although there had been crucial moments in the drive for the nomination
at Chicago, the fierce and spectacular fight had drawm the gyes of the
nation to it and this contrasted well with the dreary spectacle the
Republicans had put on earlier in the month,

mmmmm‘mumWMthatmiMmpwm
would kill the chances in Novembere Al &mith must mot have been lise
tening when Will Rogers urged, "No matter who théy nominste, a 1ot of
you are golng to be disappoimted, but for the Lord's sake, far onve in
your 1ife go home and don't act 1ike Democrats.”  Perhaps Father
Goughlin's appeals for cutside assistanoe softened the Happy Wapriar
heart onee the campalgn begane Mr‘.o-pmstmmmm
to "Remember that we have had an engineer from Palo Alto 4n the Vhite
Houses It 45 up to you to pub the Carpenter of lazereth in the White
House, "95 At any rate, Al would eventually work with 'ﬁm party to pub
the Governor from Albany in the Thite Housece

When Smith left the convention, refusing to await the arrivel of
the victorious Rooseveld or to release his delegates so that the nomina-
tion might be made wnanimous, Republicans spread gleeful rumours of &
party bolt by Al, Roosevelt took the initiative in his attempt to heal
the breach by visiting with Smith in New England a few wesks after the
conventione &tt.thapnhlicmortlnhmachcamatthemrwk.
State Democratic Cemvention al which the successor to Recsewelt as gove
ernor was to be selected, Herbert Lelmsn, a Roosevelt supporter in the
pre=convention campaign and a close personal friend of Smith, was unw
‘aceeptable ¥b the Teomany delegates and a firm coalition of Lelman supe
porters would be needsd to sarry him throughe At the key point of the
convention Al Smith strode down the aisle, spproached Roosevelt, and
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the two greeted one another with a hearty handshoke as the fefters
shoek with the cheers of the delighted delegates, With Lehman nomi-
nated by his efforts, Suith then opened a speech-nsking tour for Rooss-
velt, He attemted to raise the religious qnertimagﬁnattheéﬂu~,
dress in Jersey Ciiy, (Doss Frank Hague had by this time also accepted
the party's naminee) vhich coused some dissension, However, he was
partionlorly effective 4n the New England area and is eredited with
wiming sway some of the states that had been expected to be found 4n
the Hoover colum, The Demoerats® worst fears were never realized end
mlmmawm@atmmmtmummemm
would sec but which no ome ecould have predicted at the time,
mmcmmammwwf

erats snd prosressive Demoerats in the North
- and Vest took placesse The birth of the New

mw%wmmmm
Iippmann, naturally, was somewhat less that satisfied When he saw his
 governor receive the nomination, Ihding the convention on a sour note,
he wrote that he would "spend the next few months realizming that Johm
Yorl y was right when he said that politics was the science of the
mm*w
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Hoover's choice for his campaign mansger for the nstional campeign
wss Everett Sanders of Indiana., Sanders, Coolidge's personal friend,
hed *he added zpneal of being from the Midwest where the Republicans
alresdy knew thet much of their trouble was té center. Also, the placing
of the nationsl Reputlican headquarters in Chicago waﬁ&artly due to this
unres£ in the farm states. Washington might have bsen a mors natural
choice for the'Republican center but, as his secretary points out, Hoover
sincerely wished to be removed from the pressures of cosmpaign decisions
in order that the presidential duties could be attended to with a minimum
of interference. "As the campaign progressed," however, "Mr, Hoover was
forced 'o assume virtuél direction as well as to engasge in a more extensive
spesking campaign then he had originally anticipated."98 Indeed, ihe tight
cenirol Hoover hsd over the Republican convention was not refinquished
in the subsequent national cempsigne. Although an executive committee of
the party's National Commitiee was organized to cerry the burden of the
work, it became merely an extension of Hobver's decisions on campaign policy.

On the Democratic side of the fence, Farley was the natursl choice
to continue Rooseveit's,campaign on the national lesvel, A practical
politician who was well-known and well-liked by the party renk and file,
Farley had the tempersment and energy to orgenigze the campaign that would
sacure the victory., He also had impressed the whezlhorses of Democracy, for
at t"e conclusion of the campaign they were near unsnimity in singing
his przises. He was called the "greatest po¥ie@al genarsl of our times,"99
"the grestest cempzign manager of them all,"loo and "win or loseje... @
megnificant leader."IOl

Of course, Louis Howe, Roosevelt's long-time confidante, wss to play
his role in the background of the drive for votes, Michelson szid, "I
believe that Louie Howe's advice influenced Franki!in Roosevslt more than
that of any other individual, 102 Michelson, who had been laboring for

the Raskob-Shouse forces, came over ‘o the Roosevelt camp after the nominationﬁ
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He and his number two men on publicity, Normen Baxter, proved to be an

effec ive teem which, due to his confidence in their sbilities, Roosevelt
allowed to work unhampered with freedom of action. Frenk Valker held

the position of trsssurer on t-e general staff snd came to the rescue

with sufficient funds on meny an occasion, and Bob Jackson orgsniged the
varty's Speaker's Bureau., Farley was azble to draw on the exparience and
knowledge of O'Mahoney and he particularfy relied on the poli%%al sagacity of
Virginia's Senator Claude Swenson when a truly ticklish oroblem of policy
arose.

The Democrsiic campsign staff was located in New York City and numbered
from 500 to 600 workers. In deciding to hsve tut the centrsl ofiice,
Roosevalt chose to avoid regional headquarters in an effort to minimigze
duplicabion of procedure, expenses, and disappointments in appointments
to party jobs; and he felt a closer contact with the state orgsnizations
could be maintzined by the centralized headguarters. In expanding the .
women's division of the campaign headquarters, the Democrsts were able to
execute what was "perhaps the most effective inovation of the 1932 campaign."lo3

Roosevalt was fortunate in inheriting fhom the Raskob organization

a staff with experience and which was relatively smoo therunning., In his

gubarnat@rial rece in 1930, Roosev~lt and his men had learned the importsnce of .

keeping in close contact with the party's precinct workers. Farley and
company =ttempted to keep in direct personal contact with over 1L0,000
locel party sorkers scross the nation. This called for dirsct distribution
of campaign materizl snd "personal" letters of appreciation to ihe precinct
leaders which assisted them and sncoursged them to continue the labor st
the grass roots. MNor were the higher-ups of party leadership to be
neglected,

Every state chairman wmnt back feeling he was a person
of real importance, of real responsibility, asnd delermined
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to work as he had never worked before for the success
of the Democratic partys1°

During his term as New York's governory; Roesevelt had not been afraid
te draw on the talents of men in the academic world in dealing with
problems of state. When he began his caﬁp&ign for the nomination, he
soon realized the need for & fact-finding board which could educste him
on nationsl policies and work with him on his speeches, and so he turnad
arein to cellege professors for assistsznce. In doing this he would be
getting some of the most advanced theories of government needed, and
the proféssors would have the opoortunity to extend their classroom to
a nationel scale,

Roosevelt first called on Raymond Moley, a political scientist from
Columbiay to orzani®e the group of advisors which would come to be
nicknamed fhrst "the privy council" (Moley was suspicious of what
unfriendly newspzpers could do with this), then "the brains trust," and
finally,; in the early days of the New Deal, "the Brain Trust." Moley,
basicaliy 8 conservetive, proved to be an exceptienal orgsnizer of men
and ideas with a great capacity for the endless work that the position
antailed,

In the vre-convention cempsign, Moley drew mainly from his colleagues
on the Columbia fezculty. Adolf Berle was an expert in the field of credit
and corporations while Rex Tugwell, a voluble and brillient idea man,
specinlized on agriculturs]l problems and economics. There were several
others on the periphery of the "Big Three,"(Holey, Berle, Tugwslék and
men such as Judgs Rosenman and Felix Frenkfurter made serious contributions
to the cause, After the nomination had been secured, Bernard Baruch
brought Hugh Johnson into the workings of the Brain Trust. Old"Ironpants"
Johnson was as useful as he was belligerent in his ideas,

The members:ip of the Brain Trust wss not the only thing to exnand
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after Chicsgos. Its duties and responsivilities increased. "From a
research group, the brains trust develoned into a board of economie
strategy for the campaign."los Also, Moley znd his men were put in
charge of the campesign speeches and their development for Roosevelti's
use a8 a basis for his ownes Roosevelt was an¢"indefatigable gatherer
of idess end impressions,"lo6 and he would digest the statements of his
"parfessers,” blend with bis own politcal know=how, and arrive at 2
policy to tezke into the campaign. The Brain Trust attempted to bring
together men of varying shades of opinions Roosevelt would listen te

their advice and points of view, blend the conflicts into one policy,
and draw his own conclusions, The work of the Brain Trust wes kept
seperate from the politicel organization of Farley. Moley was in charge
of the issues, Farley would tske care of getting the votes. As Moley said,
"There was never the sifightest suggestion of interference on policy
matters from Jim Farley and I never mad&led in matters relating to pojiticel
organiaation."lo7 One dissenting voice from the glory of the work of
the Brain Trust was that of Mr. Hoover. He condemned the "multitude of
ghostewritten speeches" of his opponent which, according to Heover,
"mostly revolved around psrsonal attacks, ™08 Pyt theny Mre Hoover did
have a vested interest in the matter.

With 1932 being & depression year, ie party coffers of both the
Democrats end Republicans were far from overflowings After the crash
of the stock market t» e Democrats had been bailed out of their pressing
debts by their millioneire chairman, Raskobs Other contributérs to the
Democratic caus~ were such men as Baruch, Aggor, sy & e ndhaoc o
relied primarily on the big coniributors and the smaller contributions,

while the Republicen sﬁpnort came meinly form the middle brackets of

contributions. Some of the old relialles of the G.0.P. bacame discouragep
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at the incressing likslihood of defeat end were le ss free with their
donstions than they had been in the past. However, both parties were
"sdequately finsneed and evenly matched financially,"lo9t%e Republicans
having a slight edges All in all, the depression brought a fewer numbsr
of contributors and a greater reliance on the small contribution was
necesssrys The main esrea of the nation for contribution was the Northeast
with the Rgpublicens aﬁla to draw on thes Wall Street crowd to a greater
extent then ﬁh%Democrats and Raskob could.

The depres;ion, in cutting down on the finsncial »acking, also led
to 2 minimigzing of extravazance in the campaign. The greatest gfingle
bill for both perties was for radio time. Organization workers of the
- Republicans found tha® their salaries wers lower than they had bren in
years pasty, but that was true of most jobs across the nation. The cost
ner vote in 1932 wess thirteen cents each which was the lowest it had
been in years., Although Frank Walker spent $500,000 less than the
Republicens, the net régult was thot the party with the smaldewrwar treasury
for the first time sln;e 1916 won the election. It is doubtful that the
Republicans, no matter how muck they spent, could have overcoms the country's
desire for a change.

. Neither pArty showed much originality in their conduct of t e campaign

of 1932, The Democraiic organization was primerily concerned with making
as few mistakes as possible. The Republican organization was marked by

the apathy torne of looming defeat.

Wherever & cendidate went in 1932 there was one dominating issue.
This was The Great Depression. The electorate wanted to know what was
resoongible for tpeir plight but, even more so, they wented to know what

the candidais& wére going to do about it. The Renublicans answered, as
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expected, with the bolief that the depression was due to foreign ccuses
and that Mr. Hoover had done everything possible to mitigats its effect
and to put the nation back on the road to recovery. They cited the work
of the R.F.Cs as 2 credit to the Republican pardy and pointed to Garner's
"norkebarrel" recommendations as an example of what to expect from the
Democrats.

The Democrats differed to quite a degree on ithe czusas of the de-
pression. The Brain Trust "proceeded on the assumption that the causes
of our ills were domestic, internsl, end ihat the remedies would have to
be internsl t00."110 Roosevslt charged Hoover with the failurs of not
checking Qﬁ% stock market boom based on dangerous speculation, He said
that Hoover, as Secretary of Commerce, had been responsible for =zn overe
building of industry and had encouraged poor loans to foreign nalions
which, when they could not meet their debts, deepened the depression by
defaulting. Hooverts signing of the Hawley-Smoot tariff was said to have
weakened the foreign markets, led to the abandoning of the gold standard
on the pert of Great Britein and others, and brought reprisals from other
nations which naturally rasised their teriff walls slso. Finally, Roosevelt
appearad shocked at the deficit spending of the Federal government and
attacked what he considered to be extravagences in its operation.

In the =arly Stﬁies of the campaign both candidates were pretty much
in sereemeyt on some aspects of meeting the problems Both onnosed the
use of ralief dirsct from the Federal government and desired t{o put most
of the burden on state and private agencies. Both parties called for
the esteblishment of public work programs but the Repthlicans qualified
their stand by advocsting only "productive" projects. Roosevelit's most
concreate proposal was on the plans for a reforestation projsct which he
had come to learn the value of in his relief activities as governor in

his "ome state.
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The issue of umemployment was closely tied with that of the depression.
Again both parties agreed in recognizing the need for federsl assistance
with this problem, the Democrats appearing to be willing to go farther.
Roosevelt was prticularly neive in realizing Bew much such a program
would cost, Roosevalt did, in his Bosten speech, come out with a2 nhilesophy
of government which few could teke issue with when he said that "the
national government has a positive duty to sse that no citizen shall
starve."ll1 The unemployment statistics showed a rise in employed persounel
during the month of October, but when it was pointed out that it was still
lower than that of Ociober of the previous year, the Reputlicans gained
little supnort. Besides being disgpsted with the proceedings of the
Hoover administration, the =lectorate felt tnast they saw in Roosavelt a
man of action who would not be afraid to carry out the basic proposals
that both he and his more timid opponent agreed upone

"The Goe0sPe laaders very kindly propared the w@y for the revirth
of the Demecratic Party when they neglected ‘he farm problem.“ll2 It
wng to0 be in the rurdl didtricts of the nation that Roosevelt unéi}ind
some of his strongest supnort, The farm leaders fe=lt that they could
exnnct no assistance from Hoover and his policies and wers forced to
accept 4B:thedrlcandsdate £mmmﬁfnmmrmmmweee@?@g
as govornor indicated an awareness of the problem. The Midwest was ripe
for insurgency. Riots and boycotts marked the summer of t's campaign,
particulsr}y in and around Jowaes Under Tugwell's guidance, such farm
leoaders as Me L. Wilson, Peek, and Henry Wallace w-re drawn under the
Roosevelt banner,

The key to fhe Roosevalt agricultural program was %iven in his
address to the faormers at Topeks. "It won the Midwest without wsking up

the dogs of the East."113 With over twenty-five persons drafting the
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Roosevelt speech, many of them the farm leaders who aporecisted his
willingness to confer with them, it wes a masterpiece of glittering
genoralities whigh, 2lthough satisfied no one completely, failed to alienate
any of his backers, Citing the fact that "This Nation cannot endure hslf
'boom' 2nd half 'broke'", Roosevelt advocated a reorgsnization of the
Depzrtment of Agriculture, "planned use of the land," lower taxes for
the farmers, and freer credit restrictions for refinancing mortgeges.
The "planned use of the land" referred to his belief in the necessity
of 2 domestic allotment plan, but couched in these terms, the Eastern
conservatives would not be aware of what he was coming out in favor of,
The Topeke audicnce heard what he had to say, went home and nondered it
in thiir hearts, and then went out in November to cast their ballots for
Roosevelt,

Roosevelt was more interested in garnering the farm vote than he
was in abiding by the orinciples of such low-tariff supporters as Hull,
"He was, in theory, a low-tariff man,"llhbut when he found that some of
his farm suprort desired continued protection of agricultural commodities,
Roosevelt began to stray from his original position. Hoover continued
to pound him again and egsin on his inconsistencies, Roosevelt saw the
need for a new conception bf the American teriff system and had hoped
to resolve the conflict through reciprocal trade sgreements when he called
for ™egotiated teriffs with benefit to each nation."llh The Hewley-Smoot
tariff was excoriétad by the Democratic orators, Roosevelt included, but
their position was weskened somewhat by the fact that it had been passed
with the assistance of many Democratic votes., "The forgotten men was
completely forgotten by every Senator whose eomstituients desired a special
privilege."115 It wes the opinion of ® me observers that Hoover had

signed the Hawley=-Smoot bill in an effort to appease the Republican
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leadership. No one seemed particularly hapoy with th=s teriff issue,

the positions of the two parties were never too far spart, and finally
at Boston, near the end of the campaign, Roosevelt seid that he wented

to make it clear that "I favor...continued protection for American
agriculture as well as Americen industry." The tariff wes not a deciding
issue in November,

On the issue of the reduction of the Feeral budget the ncoliticians
of both parties were all for the idea, while the more objectivs economists
took 2 dim view of it. With the party platform pledged to 2 25% reduction
of covernmental expsenditures, Roosevelt was forced by his advisors,
perticulsrly Howe and Johnson, to make a costly commitment to uphold the
pledge in his Pittsburgh speech, It must be kept in mind that Roosevelt
had balanced the budget of New York when he was governor and probably
sincerely believed it could be done on a netional scale, At any rate,
this position did appeal to conservetives and it did win votes, Hoover
was only left with his record of reducing the expenditures in some sgencies,

Hoover and Roosevelt had alresady clashed esrlier on the issue of
rublic utilities. Joslin feels that the interplay over the Roosevelt
telegram to Hoover suggesting a conference on the St. Lawrence Seaway
project was a stendoéf, Both men were szble to go on record as ehampions
of lowesr rstes, closer rsgulation of orivate companies, while Roosevelt
showed his interest in extended opublic ownership end operation, and
Hoover could cite his past record of interest and supnort of the ideas,
For those to wrom the issue was a critical one, they probzbly took their
cue from the o0ld Republican orogressive, Senator Norris, who wes 2
Roosevelt man from the convention onwerd. At his Portlsand address
Roosevelt came out in favor of many of Norris's favorite ideas. He

suggested the development of the "Yardstick":system, the increzssd regulation
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of holding compaznies, the regulation of the issue of stocks and bonds
(The Insull Empire had only recently tottered), all to be handlad by
regulstory commié%ons working in the interest of the consumers.
Here was a subject to which Roosevelt had given more
vainsteking study than he had to any other single one.
His power policy was, in a semse, part of a larger
oolicy which included the eonservation of both land and
water,116
Hoover spoke on the subject of foreign policies on eight different
occzgsions while Roosevelt, feeling thet Hoover wes adequate on this
issue and that the voters weren't paé?cularly interested in it, generally
ignored it., Both parties , if their platforms were to be believed, were
in favor of the Americen paﬁgcipation in the World Court, 2nd both parties
generally ignored the idea of entering the League of Nations or recognizing
Communist Russia. Hoover was able to point to the London Conference as
an exzmple of his interest in world peace but the reoudiation of the
foreign debts did hurt his cause. "The humiliation was an essential step
toward the ultimate triumph."117 Roosevelt had belabored Hoover on the
foreign debt question, although he agreed to the wisdom of the moratorium,
when he had recented on the League in deference to Heerst back in February,
In foreign relations and the issues concerning it, Roosevelt agein seemed
to be more moved by the necessity of winning the election rather than
of meking his position clear,
He was already sure of the West and Middle West, where
his views on foreign affairs would be immensely ponular.
There was no advantage in alienating those Eastern elements
which would shy at his policies.ll
The issue of Repeal was fairly well overshadowed in the campaign.
Hoover seemed to be ready to admit the failure of the Noble Experiment
and exoressed only a desire to protect those states whigh still desired

to remain dry. Roosevelt appeared to be an "Honest Wet" which he could

do easily in the Bast without offending the West. The West was meinly
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interested in the economic questions and would not allow their "dryness"
prevent their supporting Roosevelt., Poor Hoover, even after he had
"said the Amendment should be repealed,"119 found a dissenter in the
person of his running-mate, Curtis was unable to forget his "dryness™"
and in mid-campaign came out against the movement for Repeal, There
was nothing the President could do about this blunder but he knew it
wouldn't help enough in the dry states znd would damege him even more
in the thirsty Eastern states, Hoover, for some reason, considered it
to be "an importent issue in the canpaign,"lzo but did recognize the
superiority of the Democrztic plank on the issue. In his "Apology" he
steted, "This ides of urging the stetes to prevent the saloon, instead
of requiring it, was the only essential difference from the Republican
formula - except that the Democratic plank was clear-cut."IZl At any
rate, the nation was not ready to go into turmoil over the issue and,
except for the brief rally at the conventions, 0ld Man Prohibition was
pretty well forgotten,

On the subject of "sound currency" versus the Gold Standard,
Hoover was 2zble to back Roosevelt into the hole of his Pittsburgh Speech.
Rocs evelt needed the supnort of the inflation-minded farmers of the West,
but he could not afford to completely alienate the conservative businessmen
of the Bast. In his Seattle address he went so fer as to say, "there
are many ways of producing the results desired without disturbing the
currency of the United States." But this wes not farcenough torthe
right for Hoover, and Howe began to become fearful of the effect of the
continual hammering on the issue., Roosevelt wisely avoided the issuec
as much as possible, except for stating he would stand by “he gold clause
in the government bonds, until as late in the campaign as the Pittsburgh

speech, Moley seys that "he was wholly aware of its imoliceyions when
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he}made ity" and that it "represented Roosevelt's wholchesrted views on
goveymment finence."22 Byt Roosevelt would rus the day that he came
out in defisnce agsinst those who intimated that, if elected, he might
tamper with the Gold Standard.

The heszrings on the Sesbury invesiigation of Tammany mayor Welker
had been postponed until after the Democrstic convention. When the
hearings did open in mid-August, Roosevelt knew that the liberal intelligentsia,
and much of the nation, would be following his actions closely, If he
prosecutad Walker ruthlessly the charge of political expediency on the
nationzl scale would be raised and he could well lose Tammanv supnort in
the nstional election which would mean the loss of New York States On
the other hand, if he showed leniency, the Reputlicsne would have raised
the hue and cry of his tainted associstion with the Sons of St. Tammany.
Assisted by his legel aide, Martin Conboy, Roosevelt commsznced the hearings
and worked with scrupulous fairness toward the popular Meyor of Gotham.
As the hearing continued his national reputstion grew for he illustrated
both a feirness and objectivity as well as & keen anzlysis of the situation,
After three woeks of hearings, Walker, knowing that his hopes were dim,
settled tha issue by rasignini. Boss Curry of Tammeny, although not
pleased with the situatfion, was not prepsred to bolt the party at this
time., Roosevelt had "stripped the Republicans of & national issue without
losing Tammany."123

Labor Je aders, as did the farm leaders, had litile place to go in
the campaign except to Roosevelt. All that they desired from the candidates
were commitments to higher wages, fewer hours, and extendad unemployment
insurenee for their workers. Both Roosevelt and Hoover were willing to
make theses commitments, Roosevelt being willing to go farther on job
insurance, There were no speeches directed specifically to labor's

voting powers The depression years were not happy times for organigzed
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Woodrew Wilson said of Jefferson, A 'patron! of Lavor, w2k

Other mbnor issues dealt with the railroads, Supreme Court, and
the Bonus Army riots Roosevell impressed the reilroading ma-nstes
with his sineesrety and they found nothing objectionallle in his proposed
reforms. When Roosev:lt implied thaet the Supreme Court was a politéal
wing of tho Republican pafty, something of a hullabsloo was rsised bty
the Republicans, but little ceme of it. Finally, although the origin
and lesdsrshic of the men on the Anacostia Flats were questionable in
the minds of Hoover and Dougles MecArthur, the Democrats astismpted to
picture Hoover's unsympathetic azction in the Bonus Riots in its poorest
lighte Such work undoubtedly cost him many veteran votes and did not
endear him to peonls who alrsasdy eonsidered him to We pretty much of a
cold fish,

Howaver, as in most =2lections, the "clear-cut issue uaé]whathar
we should not be neevish and put the present national administraztion out
of office."125 In the minds of most votars, they had z grest deszl to
ba "peevish" about. The Hoover administration had been discredited long
baforas Roosevelt came into the spotlight., Issues of the dzy were over=-
shadowad by t a firm convietion that a change to anything would be

better than whet they had undsrgons under Hoover's regime.

The nawspapers of the nation generally contimued their conservative
way. But they were less vocezl in their support of Republiecan men znd
measures than they had been in the past. Roosavelt "received generslly

126
either outright support of only mild opnrosition.”
"Time" magozine stuck with Hoover, while the Seripps-Howsrd chein became

Roosevelt sup orters,
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The radio's use in the campaign was the "most striking departure
from old methods."127 The Democrats needed the rsdic to overcome the
edge th» Republicans held on the mass mediza through the newspepors.
While the Repubilicans might have had the greater amount of ra@tio time
(soventy hours to fifty “ours for the Democrsts), the Democratic candidate
was blessed with whet was called a "radio personality." His warm voice
was transmitted over the éiruays in an apovealing manner ito the voters
which geve 2 preview of its effectiveness in the "Firsside Chats" of
the futurs,

Tha Democrats were further blessed with & candidate who was "a

better phrase maker than anybody he ever had around him."128 oosevelt

was 2ble to catch the country's fancy with such coinings =@ "ths forgotten

men," Gharging the Republicgns with their "Four Horseman - Destruction,

Delsy, Daspair, and Dec~it," snd finally, using the term - the "New Deal."

The Renublicans countered with charges of "strcked cards," raferred to

a sly "shuffle," and spoke of "dealing from the bottom.," Hoovar's

bitterness is ?gown in his labeling of his opponend & & "chameleon on plaid."
Both perties made strong eppeals to the minority voters. The

foraign langusge press, which was usuaslly Repubiican, split in half in

their endorsoments. Mrs. Nellie Tayloe Ross and Mery D. Dewson worked

for Roosevelt's benafit with the women voters, while the Republic:ns cited

their apnointment of Miss Mary Woclley as indicative of their respect

for Americen womenhood. R. s Child wes t e leading Republican persuader

with the businessmen while the Democrats had Owen Young, Baruch, Straus,

and David H. Morris working in their behalf., "On the whole, the churches

were of no consaquence in the campaign,"l29 which was quite & contrast

from the rols they had played in the vreceding oresidentisl el=ction.

Cermek and Morgenthau worked on the Czechs, Jows, and Itslians in America
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while Hepublican ambasssdor Sackett appealed to the Cermens. The
Democrats, on the whole, gave more attention te the Negro vote than did
their opnonents by devoting an entire campaign unit to bring the colored
influence to bear at the polls.

Roosevelt had made good use of the preferantial polls of Straus
in the pre=convantion fight. He continued to bz the nation's favorite
in “he mythicsl runeoffs agsinst Hooviers The Republicens denied their
efficecy when they showed the G.0.P, faltering, as the polls usually
did, bui swore by them when a bright spot could be noted. The polls
proved to be extrzordinarily accurste in their predictions. Hoover's
winning of Pennsylvania seemed to be the major action that all of the
nolls called wrongly. Strangely enough, although their polls showed
Roosevelt to be the overwhelming choice, the Literary Digest still
congiderad the election to be a toss-up within a month of the election
daye

Thg;campsign managers attempted to dissusde Rocsevelt from making
a "swi‘%,?round the circle" 2s he désired. They citgd the feilurss of
Bryan;ﬂéughes, and Cox, and urged a fronteporch campaign. But the
Governor wented to carry the attack to the President, wished to dispel
Cnmgletely the question‘of his health, and ~njoyed the role of an active
campaigner too much‘to pass up the oprortunitys With these idess in
mind, Roosevelt began his tour to the Pseific Coast and back. He made
twenty-saven major addresses and thirty-iwo minor ones slong with countless
whistlestops. Columbus, Portland, Seattle, San Francisco, Topeka,
Sioux City, and Pittsburgh were among the sites of his major addrasses.
Rocsevelt educated hims»1f on the local conditions and demands of Lhe
citizens. The people wanted to hear what was wrong with Hoover and

Roosevalt obliged on that points The people also wanted to tell Roosevelt
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what was wrong with Hoover, and he proved to be a mighty good listener,
Hoover, after being forced to cast aside his orighnal intentions
of making only a series of specches from the White House, gave ton major

(4
adrossess, Rather than doing as Roosevelt did by devoting each speech

tg a major issue, he goverad all issues.in each speech in an "omnibus"
fashion. e opened his counter attack in his home state by speaking at
Des Moines. Although the reception was not as friendly a one as desired,
the town baing stirred up by a series of farmer "strikes" and bojcotts,

. he began to feel that there was some hope of winning, In Detroit he

rzan up against a hostile, communisteinspired, demonstreztion which marked
the first time that radicals had ever publicly deofied the President of
the United States to his face., Hoover was in constant need of rest
throughout his tour. The burdens of the Presidency bore on him and he
continued to drive himself to write his speeches on his own., 28 a
result, after resching the high point of his campaign in the Indienapolis
address, he was near exhsustion and faltered severzl times in giving

his talk before & St. Paul crowd. Finally, winding up the campsign ih
the New York Madison Square Garden, where a supreme effort was needed

if any hope of victory could be maintained, the President delivered his
lezst effective speech,

In the month of October, realizing victory was ell but assured,
Roosavalt took & vacation and delivered a series of cempeign addresses
through the Solid Souths This action, the first such of a presidentisl
ecandidate in saverel decesdes, pleased Lie Southerners and sirangthened

an slready growing alliances

When the Rerublicans came to total up their assets and deficits,

it wes not a bright picture to be seen, The Depression was too great
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anu Vo0 mBny pPeople Were Sullieringe. With 1T had come exireme un-
employment, business and bank failures, despair and disgust in the
ranks of the farmers, and even isolated cases of starvation., Ad Hoover
noted, "Gener:1l orosperity had been a great ally in the election of
1928 and General Depression was a msjor enemy in 19321129 Unforiunately,
the Republicans had overplayed their hands in '28 when they harped upon
the theme: "Hoover and Happiness or Smith and Soup Houses? Which 8hall
it Be?" They had not been aware of ihe possibility of the connection
four years later betwesn Hoover and "Hoovervilles." In the middle of
the e]éction Hoover made whal was probably the best analysis of the
condition when he said, “I'll tell you what our trouble is, We are
onposed by 6,00,000 unemployed, IO,OJO.bonus marchers, snd ten-cent corn. ™3/
The failure of foreign trsde lod many to feel that tie Bepublican
teriff policy was directly responsible. Meny complezined of the taxes
collected by, and the expenditures mede by, the Federal government., The
veterans, even those who had not been among the bouus merchers, were
disappointed in their not recoiving an advance on the bonuses which they
considered their due reward for service to their country. Some came
to gquestion the ability of Hoover's appointees when they saw policies
failing to bring the pradicted results, and some questioned the need
of costly fact-finding boards pafticularly when the President on occasion
refused to follow their advice., Finally, in periods of crisis people
come to question t“e nower of government in any form and the party in
powar bears the brunt of this distrust,
The political saw "As Mzine goos, so goes the nation" backfired on
the Remublicans. Because of the mismanaged campaign of the Republican
stete organization, Maine went Democratic. Also, the Reoublicans found

themselves hempared in getting a friendly reception of their ideas among
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the Wn'te House press corps. Hoover, vho was "always notoriously the
thinnest-skinned oxscutive in washington,"IBl had not had the best of

press reletions during his administration, Ths correspondents had resented

the limitztions he had put on the press conferesnces and, as & result, they had not
been overly enthusiastic in their reporting of Republican policies.

On the credit side of the ledger, the Republicans knew they would
be able te rely to smme extent on the traditionally Republican vot: of
the nation, They had the support of the rich indus rialists and fnlt
thet a goodly amount of support would be found in the strong machines of
the party snd among the Federal office holders who would lose their jobs
should the Democrets come into power in 1932, The Republicans realized
that the strain of "rugged individualism," which they appeared to cﬁ&ﬁ‘iou,
would still be a strong infiuence in the nation no matter ho¥® much some
thought it had been discre@}ad with the Crash of 1929, Wwhile the public's
picture of Hoover, the man, had been altered through the years, the
Rerublicens could emphasize his dignity, his dadies'ion to the prinecinles
of science and education, and his undoubted patriotism.

Teking the offensive, Hoover and company hammered consistentiy at
Rooseveli's "radicalism" and "collectivism." They wera gble to force
Roosevelt m“many positions trat he had considered to b~ worthy of
elaborztioﬂ and consideraiion. \FbOVer, in retrospect, feit that he madé
telling points on the issues of the currency, the teriff, the Supreme
Court, and ‘he cherge that Roosevelt represented the choice for a collectivist
planned economy.132 Nevertheless, as election day showed, the balance

found the Republicens running well into the red.

N_pturally, where the Republicens were weak the Democrats were
sronortionately strong, They would find a voter in almost every case

whera 2 Renublican policy had hurt a2 men. The unemnloyed and their
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families, the small businessmen who had suffered bankruptcy, those who
had lost their savings in bank failures, the farmers, and those who
‘had scen their wages cut to subsistence levels, would furnish many
2 Democratic voter in 1932, With the fslling off in forsign trade,
exporters and manufacturers who relied on ths world's markets to sell
their products became Democrats. Investors who had lost on the stock
market beceuse of unchecked speculation, resl estazte owners who wrntched
their holdings decrsase in value, vetsrsns and their sympathizers, and
those who personally admired Roosevelt for overcoming his physical handicap,
would be found in the Deomoratic renks. And the Democrats had their
machines with treir job-hungry supporters needing a Democratic victory,
Fins1ly, the times were turning in the favor of Democratic "ideals."
Public opinion had seen the failure of prohibition and admfired the candidate
wﬁo was speeking in Jeffersonian terms with resnect to centralized
government s

A1]l wes not bright in the Democratic picture, howsver, Some voters
were susnicious of Roosevelt's connection with the Jowish and Catholic
elemente in the party and an identification with Temmeny could not be
totally ersdicated., Meny considered Roosaevelt to be unstable, erratic,
ultra=-libsrel, or "weak." Lippmann seemed to bz the leader of the "weaki
school of thought and considered Roosavelt t"e dangerous enemy of notning,
The Democrats lived in fear of a party split and were particularly watchful
of ths Catrolic vote wrich might have been offended when Smith was denied
the nominetion. There wes also t e possibility that those who were
diesatisfied with Hoover and his policies, and their numbers were legion,
might o so far as to vote for the Socialist cendidate, Norman Thomas,
or, being dissatisfjed with Roosevelt as a candidate, rafuse to vote on

slection dav, giving Hoover the slection, Fortumately for the Democrats,
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the bed taste thet Hoover left in the mouth of &he eleclorate would be
too strong for them to give him any chance at victory,.

In the campaigning some attention was sivn to the secondary support
of the coandidstes themselves., Hoower was backed by industrialists like
Rend and Schwab, end such fzmous widows as Mrs. Thomas /. Edison snd
Mrs. Theodors Roosevolt, zlong with football @oaches Stegg and Werner,
Such sunport, dubious at best, was more than offset by the refusel of
such orogressives as Hiream Johnson to carry the banner for Hoover, On
the campeign trasil Coolidgs proved to be an effective vote-getter and
Ozden Mills, who followed after Roosevelt's tours giving the needed roplies,
was helpful to the cause. Many orators in the Republiczn camp, However,
anp2arad to be behind the times in their appeal and the nation was not
resdy to abide by the word of such men as Henry Ford and Charles Lindbergh
at this time.

Roosevelt's suprort variesd in membership and effectiveness. From
Fatver Couzhlin to "Dutch" Schultz, from Tammeny and Huey Long to Baruch
and Vinesnt Astor, and from Boss Hzgue to Bob Lafollette, Roosevelt gained
assistfince, Farley believes thet Long, who had demsnded a special
campeign trein, was underrated bY the managors. Perhaps Long, with his
special mode: ofcappeal, could heve been a deciding factor in winning
Pennsylvania w-ich Hoover took by such a small margine

Roosevelt seldom botered by answering his critics directly in his
campeign speeches., He chose, rather, to leave that work tec men like
Farley, Morg?hthau, and Curley, He was able to count on the effactive
secondary cempaigning of Norris, Glass, Baier, and McAdoo, while the

work of Josephus Daniels, his old Navy department chief, and heavyweight
champion Gens Tunney proved to be inadequates All in all the Roosavelt

cempeign orstors were aided by the Pact that their audisnces were more
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recoptive than those of tn» Republicans in their desire to hear proposcls
on the way to take t'em out of the crisis.

Hoover'!s image in the public mind continued to diminish as the
campoaign progressed, The Republican attempt to replacs the picture of
the "Grost Engineer" with that of "The Great Humaniterien" failed as
the economic situation of whe nation wors-ned. Hinshew makes the
stntement that his "campeign speeches were smong the most effective he
sver de?ivered,”133 but this is doubtful, The men was ovhysically
exheusted and to the public he incressingly aprezred as a man who was
"depressedy scour, timid,; uncertain, and distant in his sccial relationships."l3h
It was not a happy nor & confident man who wss running on ths Republicen
tickst and the voters recognized that facte

While Roosevelt was "no great popular ideol during t e presidential
campaign of 1932,“135 he "gave the country the plcture of a confident
man who knew what he intended to do when the reins of government were
passad into his hands."136 Lipomann dissgreed:

The art of carrying water on both shoulders is highly

devaloned in American polities, and Mr. Roosevelt has

learned it.' 37

«ss Roosevelt is & highly impressionable rerson, withe
out 2 firm grasp of public affairs and without very

strong convietions 138

[ﬁe doas not hevéjthe disinterestedness or the resoclution
that & President mgst have in time of great esmergency.

But the peouls were listening to a man w'o wished to appear as a
nrofessional politicien wih a Harvard background who held liberal views.
The audiences came to view a Messish or a Moses to lead them out of
the wilderness. Roosevelt ra=fused to promise them glorious utopias,
howaver, &s he "srresd his ideas’by gentle persuasion rather than by
shock."lhﬂ "In all arts of political communication, Roosevelt was definitely

sunerior to his ogponent."lhl He has been described, as the voters saw
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him, as being "buoyant, joyous, confident, calm, coursgeous, and
charming."lhz It was his charm that offended the mors cvnical of observers
but the crowds loved it no metter how thick he spread it. They saw in
Ro-sevelt 2 men of action, and the people were getting tired of what

t'ey believed to be the heart of conservative insction - the Hoover
administration.

Compzred with t'e presidential campsign of 1928, that of '32 was
an 9?Slingly claen one as far as underhanded tacties were concerned.
There were no "roorbacks" (eleventh hour charges! in this campaign and
excent for Smith's feeble attemst in his Newark address, the roligious
quastion was not raised. What skullduggery there was on the part of
the Rerublicans was two-folds A whispering campaign as to the state of
Roosevelt's health wes somewhst mitigated by the well-publicized action
of the Governor teking out a2 million dollars worth of insursnce with
saversl rerutabls insursnce eompanies. In conneaction with the heslth
question, the Republicans concentrated much of their fire on Garner,
seying a vote for Roos~velt was a2 vote for (arner. T ey cherged the
Sneaker with "intempsrate rantings" and hinted that his g%:ﬁ-barrel
messures vore indicetion of communist lesnings. 1he Democrsts handled
this situation by keeping "Caetus Jack" out of the picture as much as
nossible and assigned 2 publicity agent to Le with him continually to
edit hWis public statements. Also, the Republicsns charged Raskob with
stock manipulation in an effort tc cause psnic on the Ixchange but this
was sesily refuted when the Democrats brought out a statement of Raskob's
business treznsactionse.

Hoover and his biogrephers wesp what I consider to be "crocddile
terrs" over the Democratic attacks sgsinst the Republicans snd their

nomines., The Democratic "New York World" came out with an article en
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the szle of s-me oil shales which thay considerad snother "Teapot Dome."
When the shales proved to be vslueless, a retraction was mede., Attempis
to connect Hoover with th=s work of the sugar lobby, snd to charge the
Prefgdent with misuse of funds in his war work were both proved fzlse
by Democratic Senators Walsh and Glass., Also a faked photogrs-h was

-

circulgtgd that depicted a sign on a California resnch of Hoovar's which
/
read "No Write Men Wanted." Michelson, who mey be somewhat less than
objective, noted that sledom were these charges relessed by the National
Committes and that he, the Democratic publicity chairman, could find
little evidence of a personél atteck directed against Hoovers No matter
wrat the case may be, I am unable to feel eny groat amount of svmpathy
for & man and 2 party which had mesrched to victory in the whispering
campaign of 1928,
Originelly th= Republicans plan of 2+tack was to be exscubed along

the lines of what Hoover had said early in the éampaign:

I have informed Republican lesders that except for a few

major addresses expounding policies of the Administrstion,

I will not tszke pert in tre forthcoming campaign, as my

undivided s+tention must be given to the duties of my office.

Tre campain will be conducted and managed contirely b

= Chairmen Sanders and the Republican orgzaniza ion.1h3
As has been stated atove, this nlan of execution was later chang-d,
Hoover sincer=ly believed in his poligies and feli that they were
nrggying-to be effective, He knew that tjjey would be scrapved should
Roosevelt be elected and he feared the results of what ha,tarmed,"uild
experimentation.” Al*kough he did enter the cempsign on a highly active
basis, his pu. lic rolations man felt that at no tima.didﬂthe campaigning
tzke precedence over the presidential duties. |

The Republican strategy, for the most part, was already outlined

bafore the national campaigning had bsgun, They had to accept ihe

deoression as an existing crisis "ut continued to state that it wa®
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European in origin. A mejor theme of Hoover's speeches was "the de-
pression could be worse, and if Roosevelt were elected, it would beflhh
The Republicans also hinted at a series of new and complex clans which
would be inaugurated following the election should Hoover be ree-
lected.

Provhets of doom were rife in the Republican ranks when they con-
sidered the possibility of s Democratic victory. Industrialists and
§;;éi§iguere threatened with the prospect of losing nreferential
treatement in a Democratic controlled administration. And should the
Democrats win and the tariff be experimented with, the people were
told that "grass would grow in the streets of a hundred cities."
Finally, the Republicang asked the electorate the question: "Why
Change?" snd the parable of the horses in midstream 5g§; cited,

In answer to the gquestion of "Why Change" the Democrats asked
another: "Why not?" When the issues of colleciiviam and communist
leanings were raised, the Democratic nominee would raise up and bring
in moral sanction in suggesting the Republicans not "“play politics
with human misery." In the name of fair play, the Democrats cnllgd
for the preservation of the two-party system. Otherwise, the Demo-
cratic plan of attack was but an expansion of their ore-convention
and convention modes of o;eration. The "Hoover Depression" and
"Hoover Slump" were ever in the public utterences of the leaders of
the Democracy.

Farley ran a tightly controlled campaign. His organization
ran smoothly. He refused to concede a single state in public, al-
though @heg knew well that m had no hope for victory in Maine,
Vermont, or Connecticut. Conceding any state would have weakened
the locsl tickets in those areas. Farley was not to work for any-

thing less than total victory.
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The 1932 Democratic Presidentisl campaign has

been recognized by practical politicians as

the nearly perfect campaign... [rere were no

errors in the major strategy.lb
The Democraticféhéme was to play it safe. When Garner was asked
what campaigning he contemplated, he said?.that he was going to
131t down-do nothing - and win the election."li6 The Democrats
were out to win.and, barring incomprehensible contingencies, they

would do just that.

The man w o had assumed the p?esidency in 1929 had been trans-
formed from a "calm and collected candidate into a haressed and pee-
vish executive."7 Guided in the past by the "inner light" of a
Quaker backgrouhd, Hoover came to see meny of his fondest besliefs,
dreams and hopes fall in a period of crisis that he did not wholly
understend at the iime. His record through the years of service
during the Fi?st World War, at Versailles, and in verious Repub-
lican administrations,had been unchallenged, His record as President
of the United States was always being challenged.

Lin?mann, in commerting on the failure of Republican administra-
tions, said thet they had "refused to admit that the war wrought
fundamentsl chenge in Americzn national interesis, and that & failure
to sdept government n&licies to this changg would lead to grave trouble,"1h8
This was the picture of Hoover thst the people sw as a man stuck fast,
He was not ready to abandon his economic theory of government which ?@
labeled the "Americgn System." He sugzaested that the country's ecogémic
development be kept in the hands of the masters of industry and cap=-

ital in terms that were reminiscent of the words the furm of thsjﬁgﬁfufy
coal-mine owner, George F. Baer. He might have been the representutive

man of American ideals in 1928, but Hoover wes no such sym ol in 1932,
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His individualism in commerce had proven sufficient in times of pros-
perity. But in times of depression people were not ready to listen
to any such "outmoded" ideals. The Crash proved to be too grest a
strain on the philosophy of the Republican narty which had czrried it
to victory more times th=n not from the days of the Moguls to the era
of post-war Normslcy.

The public victure of Hoover as a soured and inert executive was
not too for from the picture of Ais private personality. The strain
had nroven greal and he was unable to get slong with the press, party
leaders, machine bosses, or Congressional leaders., He was given to
petty fits of temper and people were not warmed by his frigid self-
sufficiency. tht‘that public at first saw as dignity of character
came to be recognized as intellectual timidity, inordinate vanity,
lack of sympathy, and a fear of disorder, it is difficult to estimate
how great a role his religion played in his lifq, Hinshaw thinks it
was the deciding influnce, for Hoover never allowed his religious views
to be bandied about for public consumption. He drank little, meintained
his church membership, read in Dumas, Flutarch, Gibﬁons, and technical
works, and said that ",..my idea of heaven is sz place where you do not
have to make decisions,"ihd The Democrats were quite willing to lift*
some of the burden of his decision-making duties beginning the following
March.

In Hoover's opronent could be seen "an entirely differeﬁt set of
attitudes, traditions, and aspirations."l50 Roosevelt was an aristecrat
who had been trained to be a gentleman with a sense of social respon=-

sibility which might be called ‘nobless¢ oblige. He considered himself

a "noliticdan" in the best sense of the word. Namely, he was working

through the political system of the nation for the benefit of all,
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His travel through the years had given him 2n understanding of the
nation as & whole, and his physical labors had taught him compassion
for his fellow man. He might not hsve been most the intelligent of
men but he had a willingness to learn. Little indicetion of what sort
of a nresident he would make wes apparent in 1932 as caen be seen in
the above criticisms gg Lippmann. But he was a man that was still
growing and this growth would become increasingly discernible with the
passing yesrs.

Roosevelt "had develoned his politicel philosonhy long before the
depression begen and long before he met any member of "is brains trust,"151
He hzd long felt an affinity for the founder of “is p»rty, the country
squire Jefferson., He adhered to the Jeifersonian ideals of faith in
the good sense to be found in the masses and the necessity to nrotect
the rights of men. Roosevelt was suspicious, at this time, of in-
creased centralization of governmental power and he held the emotional
at tachment to an economic system whiph was based on the lasbors and de=-
sires of the smell farmer. He trusted both himself and the people and
he wes willing to seek out the "larger good" as over and ag-inst vested
interests and treir institutions.

From Theédore Roosevelt he had gaingd some of his ideas of national
interssts being éupericr to those of regions and individuals, This
orogressivism of the Republican Roosevelt extended to the advocﬁcy of
conservation snd ultimstely blended with the New Freedom of Wilson which
saw the need of a new social reorganization in a chenging world,

The re=diness to experiment wes a crucisl factor in Rooseveli's
philosophy and the evidence is considerable to substantiate this view,
In his Seattle address he said, "A1l my life I have been a doer, not

a phrasemaker ng. De 62j}, and I ask your help in supprort of liberal
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views eand liberal messures. I ask in the name of & stricken ‘merica
and a stricken world." As a governor and a “"doer" he had given the
imetus to the Temporary Emergency Relief Administrestion of the state
which had shown "im to be more advsnced in his methods than most of his
fellow governors. "His work at Albany was & steadily exranding avp=
licetion of this twentiethecentury liberalism."152 Roosevelt once
stated, "It is common sense to take a method and try it, if it feils,
admit it frankly and try another. But sbove all, try something,"153
It was his hove that experimentation would lead not only to recovery
but to a more stable economic order. This history of the New Deal had
been anticipated.

The discourse Roossevelit gave before the Commonwealth Club of San
Francisco was termed "the fullest of his presentations of his economic
philosonhy" »nd "the most significant utterance masde by suy mejor can-
didate for the Presidency in & generation,"l54 He szid the¢ one of man's
rights to life was the right to make a comfortable living snd thet while
government wes to assist business in its development of an economic
constitutional order, "the government should sct a&s a regulator for
the common zood within the existing economic system." It was but an

{
expengion on the genersl theme?f socisl and economic planning for the
general welfare.
He believed that government not only could, but
should, achieve the subordina.ion of oprivate
interests to collective interests, substitute
cooperation for the mad scramble of selfish
individualism. He had a profound feeling for
the underdog, & real sense of the criticel
unbalance of economic life, a very keen aware-
ness that politicel democracy could not exist
side by side with economic plutocracy.l55

In his address to the Albany legislature the previous summer he had

srid, "Towws unfortunat~ citizens aid must be extended by government
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not as a matter of charity but as s matter of social duty."156
Even in is references to the Founding Fathsrs, Roosevel; »raised
them for their beldness of action but did not believe their srecific
policies to be sacrosanct. He knew the value of experimentation and
he had "the tvpe of mind to which little is impossible and nothing is
inevitzble."157 He felt that "... the American spirit was undefeated.
A way out of he economic morass would be found."158 In this respect
he became representative of the American ambitions in 1932 as the nation,
not giving up hope, was ready to try a new path within the existing
pattern o find their way back through recovery to redzmption,
Roosevelt's unfailing optimism wes reflected in his personel re-

lations. Those around him were often struck ly his cordiality, affability,
and general good humor which were indications of a sense of proportion
thet allowed him Lo easily recover his good spirits in trying moments.
Farley described him as "one of the most alive men I had evor met,."159
He hadﬁg genuine liking for people which encouraged 1oyiéty in his imme
ediste circle and his charm, menifested in his eternal smiling, wss
pleasing even to the voters who did not know him as well. Moley, who
wae in intimate contact with Roosevelt throughout the campaign made
several observations:

The men's energy and vitality are astonishing.

I've been amazed with his interest in things.

It skips and bounces through ssemingly intricate

subjects and...makes me feel that no one could

possibly learn much in such 2 hit or miss

fashion, ;

The frightening asmggt of his methods is F. D. R. 's
great receptivity.l v

His mind, w-ile it wes capacious and while its
windows were open on all sidss to new impressions,
facts, an2 knowledge, was neither exact nor
orderly.151
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Thus, where Hoover was weak in personal relationships, Roos~velt was
strong. Roosevalt's self-confidence and poise would not be lost on

the voters.

The United States, in working under the two-party system, 2llows
for little oprortunity of the development of third party strength. The
election of 193? was no exception to this tradition. Progressives,
mainly Revublicans, made tw@ vain attemots to arouse interest in a
third-party movement. Forming the Was'ington Conference on Progressive
Political Action, old-line progressives, Borah and Norris, found their
attempts to be inadequste, Throughout ‘he campaign some of them Rep-
blican progressives vacillated between support of Roosevelt snd the
threat to "go fishing" on election day. The League for Independent
Politicsl Action numbered such liberal thinkers as John Dewey, Norman
Thomas, and Psul Douglas among its membership, It too proved to be
abortive but, as with the Borah movement, it was able to see}some of its
policies adonted by the Democrats,

The leading minor paity in 1932 was the Socialist. It's candidate
was agein thet "personification of sincere and intelligent protest,"lé?
. Norman Thomas. The Socislists needed to overcome the traditional
fmericen suspicion of foreigneimported Qolitéal movements, the voter's
faith in the twoeparty system, and the thinking thet the Democrats
would need every vote to insure the expulsion of Hoover from the White
House., The Socialist convention igAMilwaukee was merked by a shifting
to the left on the part of some of the "Young Turks" of the party which
wished to see & closer alliance with Russian ideology. The depression
had seen & doubling in membership since the last election and the party

felt it was to be bright year in American Sociaslism. One-hundred and
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seventy-one candids’es filed for the House of Representatives and six-
teen for the Senate on the Socislist Party ticket. The party, which
attracted = large body of college student support, directed ridicule
toward the two mzjor parties and vrged the elimination of the economic
system which had bred the depression. Social ownership and control of
industry was the mein theme in their platform. The election dgy results
ware disappoiﬁting to the Socialists. They polied less than a million
votes (885,458) although some had predicted as much as three million
Socialisi votes would be cast in 1932. Thomas had been defeated by "the
exprovriation of his ideas by the liberal Democrats and the hopeless
iqegrtia of the masses,"162

The Communists nomineted William Z. Foster in 1932. His running
mate was Jemes W, Ford, 2 college=bred Alabamtﬁlabor leader, Ford,
a Nggro, was the first member of his race ever to be nominated for the
Vice-Presidency. Foster, having labored diligently during the four
veers of the Hoover administration, was broken in heslth znd corried
on a rather limited campaign. The Communists were hamnered by little
financial backing and by the fact that their candidates were arrested
for disturbing the peace on several occasions. They made a direct appeal
to the Negro vote and enlisted the supiort of workers and intellecpuals.
By imnlication they advocated a new system of government modeled-after
that of the Soviet Union. The Communist Party polled a litile over
10,000 votes in 1932 and wers, of course, nevartfhraat to.the cause
of the major parties.

The oldest of the third carties was the Prohibition Perty. Itls
nominee, William D. Unsheaw of Georgia, labored against overwhelming
odds, With public oninion now in favor of repeal, the Prohibitionists

saw a further defection in their ranks as women voters succumbed to the
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Roosevelt charm. The only salve, other than the 79,000 votes it re-
ceived, was the fact that with Repeal there was the possiblity of breath-
ing new life into the movement in later years. |

Other minor parties in 1932 were the Socialist-Lebor (34,000 votes),
General Coxey's Farmer-Labor Party which;along with "Coin" Harvey's
Iibersl Party, held an appeal for thoss voters over seventy who could
remember with fondness the Populist battles of 1896, The height of
futility on the nart of the third -parties was reached when Father James
R. Cox, the nominee of the Jobless Party, wes forced to give up his
speaking tour when he was stranded in a town with insufficient funds
to continue.

The crash of '29 had breathed new life into th!rd-party movements,
Klthough all receivad‘setbacks in the Congressionzl elections of 1930,
they took pains to esrn their protest voltes in 1932, There were twenty-six
third pariies in the presidential election which was an indication of the
economic situation of the nation. Each thirdeparty reflected the politico-
economic attitudes of its membership which is something that could not
be said of the two major parties. The third-parties were, as usual, -
handicapped by week organization, inadequate publicity, insufficient
financial supnort, snd restrictive legislation of the sta‘te: which seek
to protect the twoeparty a&stem. A1l candidates were of old American
stock, the mejor differsnce batwesn the nominees of the major narties
and those of the minor parties being that of comperaiiwe wezlth. On
election day the third-parties received less than three per cent of the
total vote and none of the electoral votes. The two-party system was

not seriously thresztensd in 1932,

The results thet came over the wires on election day were antie

climectic. Hoover was able to csrry only Connecticut, Delaware, Maine,
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New Hampshire, Vermont, and Pennsylvania. Roesevelt carried the other
forty-two stz es and a whooning L72 = 69 majority in the Electoral
College. The popular vote wes gave a more favor:-ble light to Hoover's
candidacy but here agesin il was an ezsy Roosevelt victory. Polling
22,800,000 votes, Roosevelt held slightly less than sixty oercent of
the total vote. Hoover was defested by a plurality of 7,055, 609 and
just under forty per cent of the popular vote. The official breakdown

goes as follows:

ROOBevelt-oooooco-oocoun-ootoaoooot0000000022,815’539
HOC‘V%I‘....&ooco-ouooooc-¢nco-ooooosooe-oogcls,759,930
ThOMABesssesesssssnsssnusssosssosssvsocavse 885,’458
FostoPesrdvesiinssssshsosssisbebesbbvessrse 103,152
Prohibition.isisisasvesnacssssrsnsssnssnsnne 79,72—35
8001alist=Labore.csessscsvscescocssncooseses 3&,’435
Otherescsssssvvsnsosstscsnnsssssssivsnsnsnes 6’4,177
Hoover conceded the election before 12:15 in the morning of Nov-
ember 9 and Roosevelt, in accepting the victory, generously credited
the work of iouis Howe and Jim Farley as being the essential factors in

the campaign. November 9, 1932, saw the dawn of a new day in fAmerica.

In 1932 "aporoximstely L8 percent of the voters in the nation[?e;é]
Republican by allegisnce, L2 per cent Democratic, and 10 per cent In-
dependent,"163 But, in this election the voters "went to the polls
on November 8 Lo record their protest ageinst President Hoover and the
dapression."léh The elsctorale ignored their traditional political affinity
for the Grand 0ld Party and cast their lot with the hopes of & new leader
at the head of 2 revitalized party. "It was a motley craw'thaf went to
the polls in November, 1932, and chose Roosevelt in vreference to Hoover 165
The denression lost the Republicans the support of the merginsl voters
and even meny of the progressives in their own rznks. Except for the New

EZngland region, the nation as & whole was dissetisfied with Republican men
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and policies., It was not a economically strstified vote as trade unionism
in tis period wes at & low ebb and no rural-urban ﬁiﬁﬁ? of differen~
tistion could be observed. Roosevelt seemed to attract the support of

the women, new voters, Negroes, and the hyphebaees to a greater degree

than previous Democratic candidates. It was a general victory for the
entire Democratic Party as well in that large majorities were grined in
both houses of Congress. But it was a personal victory for Roosevelt

when one considers how far shead of his ticket he ren in most of the areas.

There is some evidence thot ",..at the outset Roosevelt's election

wzs by no megns assured."166 Hoover's secretary, Joslin, noted-that even

the President wes optimistic about his chances as l:ste as October, but
did recognize thet he would need every "bresk" to win, However, this
o~timism was not shared by most political analysts, both during and
-following the election.

As nearly as i can determine, the evidence is overwhelming in support
of the contention of Farley's that Roosevelt "could have spent the entire
fall and summer in Bermuda znd teen elected just the same."167

"Barly in the campaign it was clear to seasoned observers that
Roogevelt was going to w{n;"léa As far back as the preceding February,
in his discussion of Democratic hoves, Lioomenn had gaid, "Certainly, if
the elections were held this month they would need little more thyn a
raspectrble candidate and a troupe of orafors to remind the country how
unhanpy 1t 18,"269 1t the Democratic Convention humorist Will Rogers
remarked;l"l dén't see how there could possibly be a weak enough men not
to win. If he lives 'til next November %?‘8 in, that's 211,"170 peel
and Donnely note that "The inability of Mr. Hoo&ar to do anything to turn
the tide of the recession caused the country to lose confidence in his
le2adership and the Republican Party;"17l In discussing party expenditures

they go on to say:
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The determining factor in most presidential elections
is the economic condition of the country... In 1932,
the Democrats undoubtedly would have won regardless
of how much the Republicans might have spent. The
peonle wanted a chenge !...The only chance Mr, Hoover
had to win the election was dependent upon the return
of a measure of prosgerity in the late summer or early
fall months of 1932. He ardently hored for t-is, as
did 211 Republicans, But their hoRe wes in vein, Condie-
tions got worse instead of betisr. 12
The Democrats had, for a change, the superior grand strategy and
were willing to carry the fight to the Republicans. The parallel, that
is=the raversal of roles, with the campéign of 1896 was often cited.
In 1932 it was the Republicans who were being held responsible for a
economic depression and, instead of having a politicelly astute Mark Hanng
in the driver's sent, they now had Herbert Hoover, Moreover, Roosevelt
was no William Jennings Bryan to strike fear in the hearts of the business
interests of the East,
#11 the Democrats had to do was to nlay safe, and
__te organize everything in sight while the Republi-
-cans floundared about.....since prosperity did not
return before the day of electien, the Republicans
could not possibly have won unless their rivels had
disnlayed colossal stupidity...17
Roosevelt was prepared to be overly casutious in not allowing the committing
of any such blunders thagihight hzve cost him the election. However,
Hull, who was in the Roosevelt camp almost from the beginning&said, "Ho
one had eny uneasiness about the outcome of the election. It was a fore-
gone conclusion."l7h
Hoover concedes that he "had little hope of reelection in 1932,.."175
In mid-Sentember Stimson realized that his boss was very dublous about the
possibilities of victory. Hoover's recognition of the impending defest
1lgd him to work on the job of at least making his poéition clear to the
people. Toward the end of tre campaign Hoover began to sound increasingly

like 2 desperate contender while Roosevelt was taking on the role of a man



91,

confident of victory znd his public pronouncements were sounding more
and more like those of a President.

In the course of the campaign some of the broader outlines of Roosevelt's
policies and philosophies came to be outlined. "When it was over, with
three excentions [gbandonment of a gold standard, "borrow and spend" policies,
and the N, R. A, as a quick recovery maasuré), every important venture from
1933 to the summer of 1935 had been outlined."176 1In the develooment of
this outline some of the changes in Roosevelt's attitudes which set the
direction that the New Deal was to take were illustrsted, Hoover was well
aware of the fact that the election campaign was something more then a
clash between personalities and parties. He recognized it for a2 conflict
"petween two philosophies of governmant."l77 Roosevelt hed himself called
for a "revolution" at the ballot box.

While with the keen eyes of twenty-tweniy hindsight, later anslysts
ware able to see in Roosevelt's aé%eases meny indicalions of later develop-
ments, the public was by no mesns equally aware of what was in store for
them at the time. "Mr. Roosevelt's campaign speeches did not prepare the
public for the shock of the first months of the New Deal,"178 Even if
they had s~en the programxclearly; it is doubtful that they would have
voted any differently since their antipathy for Hoover was overwhelming,.

Roosevelt appears to have had one paramount goal in mind. "He was
trying to win an election, not log out a coherent philosovhy of govern=-
ment,"179 With this inordinate desire to win, the candidete was quite
willing to advocate policies that were inconsistent with each other or
‘ were repudiation of previous positions he had taken. Such was indicated
in his willingness to assure the conservative voter thet he would balance
and reduce the Federsl budgst and that he would labor for the preservation

of "sound" currency. The Pittsburgh speech is the prime example of this.
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it was not to Mr. Roosevelt's political
advantage to disturb his comparatively
smooth course toward victory by raising
contentious issues to promineEgS wi th
too much emphasis and detail,

he directed his man of war, now to the
starboard, then to port, thpoughout th
campaign, ...though he tacked occalsion-

ally to the right he cusEgTarily bore
mpeh harder to the left.

The presidential election of 1932 was, for all practical
purposes, decided before it began., The nation was indeed in
search of a Moses to lead them out of the wllderness, Governor
Roosevelt could have ereated this pose, He chose, instead, to
be overly cautious in an attempt to appear to be all things
to all men, The margin of his victory is but an indication

of his success in this endeavor.,
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