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The title o this d i s ertation i s : "Margaret Junkin 

P eston , Vi ·g i n ia ' s oet es s of The Old 01t h . " 

.i: h e t erm , "Virg inian is u.sed to refer to the s t a te,,, a nd 

t o the people of the state . It i s u.sed in the sens e of 

the state , bec a u.se she adopted irg inia as her own state , 

living t here forty on e years . It is u. Qed in t h e sense of 

the irginians becau.se they adopt ed he r as their o rm , and 

f elt she was the p oKesman f or t heir ideas . 

nne t e m, ff Old ' au.t h" , is u.sed in a g eneral sense of 

t e c1ltu.re and reg ime exi s ting before the beginn i ng of the 

indu.s t r i al iza~ion of the ou.thern s teates , which began 

near the mnQ of t he last centu.ry . It WOQld .~ou.ghly i ncl ud e 

the year 1830 until 1880 . 

tis the pu.rpose of this work to disc:iss her lif e 

as it throws light upon her wor s , and t o evaluate her orks 

by s howing what he was attempting to do , and the val u.e of 

t hat attempt , a s we a re able to ju.dg e it by a com ar isen ith 

lat er wr it ings in the au.th . 

1he diss ertation will be divided into six parts ; 

"ar ly hi l dhuo : 

Y o :i. t h nd .c,d :ic at i on ·. 

Life in Le~ ing ton : 
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II 
Her P1bl ished Works ~ 

The attempt made by her to promote a litera tRre 

among the people OI the Sou.t h ~ 

An independent crit ical s !.llill!lary . 

1 0 this is appended a s pec ial bibliography of her r i tings 

which will inclu.de : her p ublished volumes . the manu.script 

works , and certain f:ig itive works which were p:iblished in 

numero u.s per iodicals . 

i wish to express :;.'}' gratit:ide to the many friends of 

Sou.thern Lit erat:ire who hav e aided in c ol lecting the 

material incorporated in t his pap er . specially do we ..J 

thank the Library of 1·1ashington and Lee University ; the 

- ibrary of Duke University for the u.se of their c ollec tion of 

lette~s of a:il Hamilton Hayne; the ~ ibrar y of the Univer

sity of ' irginia; t he Jibrary of Un i on Th eological Semi nary 

in ichmond . and the Library of Union Seminary in New York . 

Also the rel atives , fr iends , and admirers of ,1argaret Jn.nkin 

Pres t on , living in exing t on , who have lent c opies of her 

works , and given personal r emini scenc es; and to the English 

llepartment of Washington and Lee University f or their 

va~u.abl e sugg estion and cr iticism as to the manner of 

handl ing the materials . To ·· 1ss 1.1.elen Webster , wh o discover ed 
some of the man1script materi als . 

Ap r il 3 , 1933 
Lex ington , Virginia 

J.H.G. 
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Chapter I 

o ill1strat e the strictness with which she was reared , 

I argaret Ja.nkin was fond of telling a story of her grand

mother . Her father ' s mother , Eleanor Cochran , was of Scotch

Irish strain. Her family had fled f rom Inverness , Scotland , 

to escape the harrowing dragoons of the =ngl ish who were 

seeKing t o make Established- hu.rch people of the ovenant ers . 

hey later fled fron Coa.nty Antri m, Ireland , becaa.se they 

ere too c lose to the Irish Catholics . herefore whe n t h ey 

came to merica , they were determined t o worship the Lord 

as they saw fit . 1he center of their worship was the k i rk 

service on the firs t day of the week , which day they kne 

only by the name of abbath . 1he rightfal ob s ervance of 

the uaboa th mean t c ol d meals , prepared the t ay before , and 

an absol 1t e rest for the horses and animals . 1hey therefore 

had to walk to the kirk . The path they followed led them 

over a s mall ridge , whic h in the springtime was covered 

with temp t ing bl~e hacKleberries . 1he tribe of little 

~ochranes marched ingle f ile throa.gh these tempt a tions , 

not daring 1io p ie a single be r ry . lest the parental an er 
1) 

brea forth at s1ch a Uiolation of the fourth commandment . 

1 •. 'argaret Ja.nkin r eston , Life and Letters , E.P . A.llen , pg . 4 
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~he blood of the Scottish Covenanters flowe d strongly 

in the v ins of ~argaret ' s f ather , the . everend George 

J~nkin , D. D. His ancest ors had struggled fiercely for 

religious liberty agai nst an enemy which knew no compro

mise , bu.t demanded the surrender of their reli g ion or 

the ir lives . 1 0 s ave both relig ~on and lives they had 

left home and c ountry , stayed for a short time in northern 

Ireland , and then come to meric a , probably landing at 
( 2) 

New Castle , Deleware . Wi th such a bac ground it is not 

surprising to find ~eorge J u.nKin having a c lear sense of 

duty , a t enacious grip upon what he considered to be the 

tr uth , and a readiness to d f end that truth at any cost . 

This v i ew of truth led George Junki n to take t he 

leading pa r t in a famo1s heresy trial . ~he F irst resby

terian Uh:irch of hiladelphi a had extended a call to the 

everena lbert Barnes to become their pastor . It was 

necessary for the church c ourt , the presbytery , to g ive 

their c onsent to t he 0invit ation of the ch1rch . '11his 
f, t ~ l,.) ~i\<., 

consent was re -' u.s ed/) bec au.s e r . arnes h a d rec ently p:iblished 

a sermon , 1'The Way of al va t ion" , in which the presbyt ers 

cented unsot1nd doctrine . I t was helcl, that his views 

1r ere erroneous as to orig ina l sin , the atonement , and the 
( 3 ) 

grace of jas t if ic a t i on . The presbytery f inally allo ied 

' r . arnes to become the p astor of the charch. Dr . Junkin 

too no part in this phase of the c ontroversy whi ch 

aroused a great deal of bitter feeling , and was not 

2 •• Georg e JunKin , D. X. Junkin , pg . 12 . 

3 •• Idem. pg . 145 . 
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settle ior many years . Five ears after the original 

troable vr . Barnes , in 183 , published a commentary on the 

book of omans . The book provo ed a great deal of 

:infavorable com~ent , and the same objections to his 

uns oundness were bro:ight u . r . Junkin read the book 

and decided that he m2st pref r charg es against the 
( 4} 

author to the presbytery of whi ch bothfwere members . 

her e se ems to have b en no desire for pers onal 

glory in the decision to prosecu.te the writ er in a ch:i.rch 

trial . The p urpose , as state - in a letter to the accused , 
( 5) 

i s to brin~ abo:it "Pj;ac;;, t~ !l.gh anion in the truth. " 
w,o ON~ "'°1 Se -(. (J.IK,,·l 

r . Junkin \ felt that the~ trou.bleAhad hung over the ch:irch 

or f ive years e va t ¼e QUJJ ™•8 tee ~tle it was by a fa ir 

trial , a.#1 #' was will ing to prosecu.t e the trial f or the 

sake of the truth . The f act that he was president of 

: af ayette College , and responsible to a board of trustees_, 

who were - i vid ed on the gue tion) di d not deter him , 

alt'ltoagh he saw clearly tha t hi s action wo uld brtng 
( 6) 

troable to him and to the college . 

The charges wer e therefore ent ered i n the Presbytery 

of hiladelphia , and were later sent by them to the 

larg er court , the ynod of~ ennsylvania. he trial 

finally was sent up to the highest conrt in the c hnrch , 
i 7} 

the eneral Assembly. D~ring all this time the popalar 

4 •• Idem. pg . 277- 8 
5 •• Idem . pg . 279 
6 •• Idem. pg . 147 
7 •• Idem. pg . 318 
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favor had rested with the aocu.s ed rather than with the 

prosec1tor , and when r . Jan in rose on the floor of the 

Assembly to present his charges he was not met with any 

great joy . Nothing dau.nted he waged his ba ttle and to ok 
( 8) 

his def · at in g ood heart . He had been true to his duty 

as he saw it • • e had made the a t t emnt to p1rge the church 

of dangero1s doctrines . If the c hurch would not be purged , 

but insi ted on clinging to it s idols , he cou.ld not 

prevent it. 

George Ju.n in married , Julia ash Mill er , who , as the 

da u.ght er of a cu.ltured Philad lphia family , had been tra ined 

in all the arts of making life agre able and comfort able . 

She possessed those social graces which were so largely 

1 e k ing in her intense and au.ster hu.sband . £he friends 

of the J:m ins wer e wont to comment u.pon the t ac tful 

manner in which she covere u.p the hu.sband ' s absent 

mindedness . When Dr . Ju.n in was partict1larly interested in 

some problem he of ten became so absorbed in thought that 

he neglected to be hospitable to the friends who might be 

present . Tt was here that the wife displayed her charm . of 

manner and gu. ide the conversation so that what she said 
) ( 9) 

se med to come as an expres sion of her h~sbands. 

One of her virtues m~st have been adaptability , for 

we h ear of no complaint when she left the luxu.ry of . her 

c ity home for the pla inest of homes as the wife of the 

8 •• Idem. pg . 319 
9 • . Idem. pg . 118 



village minister . Such a position must have been socially 

discouraging , for t he congregation to which they went was 

small and :inhealthily religio:is . The church belonged to 

a s:iper- c onserva t i ve Presbyterian group . Above all else 

they were orthodox , and affected with a zeal for the 

pec1lairities of the i r denomination ; especially for t he 
( 10 ) 

"Psalms of David in met er . " Ther nat :irally exist ed a 

great gul f between them and the other churches of the 

community , a gulf du0 by y ears of pre:udice . The only 

bond :miting them with the other churches s eems to have 

been f:in rals , at whic h they clung to the ' t rad ition of 

the fathers ' and freely pas sed the bottle s o that t he 
( 11 ) 

visitors , i f not t he family , might drown their sorrow . 

It was due t o Julia r111er as much as to the husband that 

the gulf was bridg 

of the c omm:ini ty . 

and he became the leading cit i zen 

r . unKi n ' s foremost interest was religion , and he 

too advant ag e oi ev ry opport:mity to enforce his message . 

One s:iltry :inday aft ernoon h was preaching to a c 8mwded 

churc h on the s abject of t he ja gement to come . Soon t he 

~ ea ther began to aid his me~sage . A s torm swept down :ipon 

the l it tle ch:.irch and b:irst :ipon the t o n wit h the force of 

a t ornado . The voice of the speaker w s soon l ost in t he 

~proar of the ~torm . He r ema ined erect in t he ~pitas 

i f in silent prayer . A waln1t tree crashe aga inst the 

ide of the b1ilding . ~he wi ndovs on the north side gave 

10 •• Idem . pg . 88 
11 •• Ib ~d . 
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way and the c ongregation was swept to the other side of 

the c h11rch. till the minister retained his position in 

the p:ilpit . '.l!he p ssing of the s torm left the bewilder ed 

congregation in deep silence , which was broken by an even , 

sole n voice , as the minister declared : 

f such be the tones of his voice , and s1ch the 
mere lift ing of his fi nger- if we th:is :iail before 
the m r e whisper of his wrath . Oh! what shall be 
it tones when the rchangel ' s tr llID.p shall peal ! 
What t he exhi bition of his power when his arm is 
bar ed f or final v engeanc e ! Oh , fly or r efuge 
to the Ark of alvation. (12) 

The other passi on which dominated t he life of Ge orge 

J1n i n was education. I t i s d iffic 1l t to de t er mine whether 

religion or ed:ic ' tion hel t h e fir t p l ac e in his inter ests . 

~hey were usuall y combined as in the incident which led to 

the fou.nd ing of Laf ayette College . He had been ill wi t h 

fever for some time . Sev eral times t he ill nes s apuear ed 

li ely to be fatal . In spite of the il l ness he w~s c areful 

t hat family prayers sho uld be held in the room at the 

foot of t he st a irs . I n t his way he c ould hear the ser vice 

from his upst a irs room . Prayers were cond1cted by a 

carpent er who was a t that time building a barn for t he 

minister . One evening the c arp ent er la i d the serv i c e on 

h is yoang apprentice , atthew aird . The prayer of the 

yoang man w nt to the he art of the min i ster who det er mined 

t nat shoald he recover of his illness he wo uld persaade the 

app rentice to prepar e f or the min i stry . On his recovery he 

to the youth into h i s own home as an apprentice for t he 

min i stry , and fitted up a c ar pent ers shop in the new barn 

12 •• I dem . pg . 126 
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so tha t 1atth w might help ea rn h is keep while st :idy ing . 

1ha t pr aye r of hlatthew La ird i s , in a certain s ens e 
the start- point of Lafay ette ' ollege , as it was 
t he f i rs t lin in the c ha in of d ivine providences 

hat l ed me i nto the d p artment of ed tic ation . (13 ) 

uc h was the home in ~ilton , P enns y van ia , int o hi ch 

iar garet J:in in was born on a 19 , 1820 . One c o tild wish 

t he r e had been l es s o rigid s elf - d i scipline , and more of 

merriment , f or the s a e of the a!l.b tirn- hai red c hild . 

he s r io as nes s , and c onscientioas nes s , and i ntense 
r ealiz ation of s ol emn tr aths , whic h l ittle ar gar et 
necessarily inher i t ed f rom h er covenanting blood 
ne eded m!l.ch stinl igh t , and p l ay , and froli cs ome 
idleness , and laissez fa ire t o s we t en life and 
Keep a wh ol s ome b lance in the y o!l.ng natare . (14 ) 

h e only incident recor d d oft the early y ears of 

h er life is on wh i ch gr ows otit of a tradition in l a ter 

lif e a s to the c a ase of her small size . here se ems to 

have b evn a 'cot tis h tradi tion t hat a c h ild tossed on the 

horns of a cow wo tild nev er dev elop as other childr en . 

Whil e but a t i ny todd l er , two or thre e y ears old , iargaret 

wandered too near th e cows , and the tradition b ecame 
( 15) 

app lic abl e to her . ( 

The JQnKins never sent ~ar garet to s c hool . Her mother 

began to t each her , b~t er e l ong the f a t her ' s interest in 

h er edQc ation a s ert ed it se l f and the •argaret became a 

wi l l ing vict i m to t ~e pass i on f or ed~c a t i on . She •as t o 

become a schol ar . Therefo r e sh mas t learn Greek. Wh ether 

she ever r ead the tragedi es of Sophocles or not , she m~st 

be abl e to rea the New i es tament in t he orig inal . 

1 •• em. pg . 114-
14 •. Yargaret J:m in r ston , ~ . P . All en , pg . 8 
1 •• I d em . pg . 14- 15 
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The a1b11rn c11rl s must have be en flung bac k ma y t im s 

a s t h i ' s i - ear old owner tr i ed to master , Al pha , 
( 16) 

eta , Gamma , elt a . 

argaret was ten y ears old when the f amily l eft Mi l ton 

for Germant own , ~ennsylvan i a . he move was c aused by th e 

f e ling on the part of her f a t h er t hat he mig ht be more 

1s ef :1l as a te ~her than as a preacher , so he ac cep ted 
( 17 ) 

the pr es i denc y of t h e [an11al Labor cademy of P ennsyl vana . 

h is move to erma nt own br ought them int o c l oser rela tion 

wit h ~r . Junki n ' s peop le in h iladelphi a . his was 

farga r et ' s f i rst exper i ne e with the c i ty , a nd it was to 

proove h er last , for sh e nev er ag · in l i ve d in o nea r 

a l ar ge city. 

I t i s na tural t o s uppos e t hat uar garet pa i d many 

v i sit s to the home of her k i nfo l k , t he [illers . On s ome 

o ' t he se visit s she m11st hav e g 0ne with some of t h e fami y 

to t hf i t y mar et , he city had a c 11rj_o :1s way of anno11n

c ing to t he peopl e t hat mar ket day wa ap_ r oach ing . 

n T 1esd ay and ' r iday even ings the bells of hr i s t Ch tl.rch 

wer e ru.ng , and on s1c h oc c a s i ons wer known as "b:it te r 

bell s" bec ause they i nd i c a t ed t hat t h e next day was a 
( 18 ) 

m ket day . argaret must have been qai t e int er ested in 

t he met hods f or t esting the qualit y of t he butter befo re 

it was bo11ght . t was the cas t om always t o t est t he 

b:it ter befo e b ~ying . Th e f ar mers sell i ng it ar g ed the 

c ~st omer to ~sea sp oon which he kept handy and t ake a 



bit from a lump made especially for tasting . The men were 

also fo nd of SmA1f.pling the wares , and ~o o.ld often stop 

before a b1tter stall , take a c o in from their pocket , 

scrape off a taste of be. tt er and pass their j o.dgement on 
( 19) 

the u.ality . 

George nn in mo.st have t aken Margaret to see t he 

tate uoase , ib erty Bell , and the hall of the si-"' ing 

of the ~eclaration of ~nd ependence . she was taking a 
( 20 ) 

lead ing part i n temperence reform , he may have 1sed some 

of t he taverns to give his dau.ght er some objec t lessons 

in the evils of drin , as when they passed ~he Crooked 

ill et ~nn , The ewter l a t ter ~nn . or Peg 10.l l en ' s 

~eai stea onse , the ndian ..i.Cing , the ~lac k Bear , or the 
( 21) 

i hr ·ee Crowns . 

In reading the acc o nnt of these early year s of 

' argare~s life , one i s str1c k with the absence of refer ences 

to her mother . The actions of the f ather are of t en told 

at length , bnt there is seloom any mention made of the 

mother . 1he dif icnlty is read i l y so lved when we se the 

family gathered for pray~rs before breakfast . her e is 

iargaret who has j1st passed her tenth birthday , then 

comes John , Jo s eph , ~l eanor , George , Ebenezer Dickey , 

and ill iam ~i nney whos e bi rt h the f am ily celebra ted so on 
( 22 ) 

after their arrival in the city . 

·argaret was t welve when her brother George recal ed 

19 •• Idem. pg 89 . 
2 •• George J~nkin , D. X. Jankin , pg . 98 
21 •. ~he n ook of Philad elphia , _ . hackleton , pg 84 
22 •• }argaret Janki n r eston , E.P .Allen , pg . 10 
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her as the gu.ardian of the family d 2ring the birth of the 

y u.ngest of the family , Jalia ~ash : 

!here were th:is six children y ou.nger than h argare t 
at the time of ou.r r emoval to ~as ton . To all of 
11s "l'v aggie" as we all called her , was a little 
mother . he ever had the most watchf'.11 care of 11s 
all , doing what she c ou.ld to relieve her parents , 
as to ou.r physical well being , and especially wi th 
regard to ou.r edu.cation. 'Y first recoll ection of 
~agg le i s a t the time of my you.ngest sister ' s 
birth , in 'aston , when she had the care and enter
tainment of the little brood , mothering u.s with 
great s:iccess . ( 23) 

1 he city infl :ieuces did not les s en her father's 

demands .that she maintain her stu.dies . In fact , his 

ambition that she shou.ld be a schola r was almost eqaalled 

by her own desire to matter her stu.d ies . In after life 

she cou.ld never recall a time 1hen she did not want t o 

learn more than she then knew . 
1)1'/.L j 

he t welve year old ··argaret was not a~ne c onscien-
a\~ 

tiou.s in hvr stu.di s , b:it~seems to have ap~lied tha t 

tra it to everything she did . he you.nger children mu.st 

have cau.sed her many a pain as she tried to keep them 

in the stra ight and n row pat h of obedi ence to parental 

commands . Al t hou.gh she was slight of statu.e- fi~e feet 
24} 

one inch when grown- she xercised a com.manding infl~ence 

over each of them. When John teased ~e orge , it was Magg ie 

who cheer d the little fel low, wiped away his boyish t ears , 

an diverted his attention to something else , and when he 

and ~b n ezer wanted the same block of wood for a doll , i t 

wa s Jaggie who fou.nd another block . Maggie was the one who 

kept ~leanor working on the distastef~l s t u.dies . 

23 •• Id m. pg . 10- 11 
24 •• fotebook of Iargaret J~n in , 183~. 
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he Jmkins left ermantown in April 1832 and 

located in aston , Pennsylvania. Dr . J:inkin had ac c epted 

the presid nc y of aiayett e ollege , which a t that time 
( 25 ) 

exited only on paper . The charter of t he co llege had 

been gr a nted by t h e l eg i slatu.re in 1826 , and cont a ined 

two claases which r . Junkin s oon amended. One was that 

it shou.ld be a col l ege in which religion had no plac e , and 

in which no mini ster of the Gosp el s ho 1ld hold office . 

1he othe r was the inclu.sion of military disci~line and 
{ 26) 

ins tr u.ction in addit ion to the reg u.lar cu.rricu.1 ::un . 

Manu.al l abor was su.b s titu.t e for military drill . 

here was no fu.nd for t h e end owment of the c ollege , 

and as everything had to b e obta ined i mmediat ely , the 

f inane ial b :irden fell :ipon the new p r esident . A large 

part of the money to establ j sh the c ollege c ame from the 

personal inc ome of rs . Junkin , who inher i ted it at her 
( 27) 

fahher ' s death . 

S:ich a u.s e of the fam ily income may acc ou.nt for 
I 

1 arga r et swords l a t er in l i fe when s he refe rr ed to her 

'ie made ev rything we wore , from ou.r hand embroidered 
co lars and cu.ff , and the worked edge s on ou.r 
u.nderclothes , ou.r corsets , a nd ou.r hems titche d 
handkerchiefs , to ou.r gaiter tops , wh i ch we st i tc hed 
and t hen had soled at the shoemakers . fot t o speak 
of s t i tc hing linen s h irts by the dozen ( wi t h collars 
and cllff s attached} for o~r father and brothers . 
All this yo~ remember was done by hand . (28} 

ne can well :mderstand t he meaning of "shirts by the 

dozen" for ther e were five brothers besides the f a ther . 

25 •• ~eorg~ ~!l.nkind . X.J~nkin, pg 149 
26 •• Ibid . 
27 •• I d em . pg 150- 151 and /11 
28 •• argaret Junkin Preston , E. P . Al l en , pg . 15 
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ome of the yo:ing men in the college wer e p epar ing 

for the ministry. It w s 1ite nata.ral that some of 

t hese boy shou.ld not have perfectly s a ne id as on the 

s:1ojec t o· relig i on. It was 11nforta.na t e t hat one of these 

cran s shou.ld have l a id hold of · arg ret one bright st1nny 

fternoon and drawn her from play into the hou.se to 

in 1ire as to her spirit:1al welf are . It mu st have be en 

a try i ng ord al f or the child to come from t he s:1nli~ht 

i nto the ar ened r oom and have t he in u.isitor qu.estion 

her a s to th na t!lre of the regenerativ e por1er of the 

Holy 0pirit; and as t o whether or not she ad experienced 

h illllIJlina ting pow r of t he n ew birth. Ev en 1ar gare t' s 

training in theology w s u.ne q:1al to the t ask , an:1 the 

you.ng theol og made the f · t 1 mis t ake of sugg es t ing to 

her t hat bec aa.s e of hr faila.re t o receive the divine 

in -rvention she was among the number of the damned . 

mh is inc id nt , combined with he r sensi t i ve na ture , 1lX 

prev ent ed her from ever becoming certain t hat her 
( 29 ) 

c c ep t anc e by the Lord was f :illy comple t e . 

here wa a nother i nc ident of a bou.t the same time 

which left its de ep i mpress u.pon the life of t he c hi ld . 

Si x t y fiv e years fterwa rd argar et desc rib es the event : 

I had no do:ibt been told of dea th many time 0 by 
my l ov l y mother , s she t alked to a.s ch i ldren 
on s~nday evenings . I , as a child of six , had never 
seen nything t h o.t broa.ght the a.ctua f ct cif it 
before my vision , and my mind rem lned a perfect 
blank as to its reality . So far as my conscio a.sness 
went , I h d never hear d of any f riend who had died . 
Hy father was a c l ergyman , a nd , the c a r riag e being 

29 •• Idem. pg . 1 
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bro ght to the door one fine afternoon , he asked 
me if woll.ld not lie to go with him in his drive. 
Child. l i ke , I was delighted to go , and after a 
drive DXml of a mile or two t hrou.gh a ovely 
pastu.re- land , the carri ag e stopped before the 
hoase of a neighbor . I was a v ery shy child , and 
was fri ghtened to see t h e shady front yard fil l ed • 
with people ; b1t my father to ok my hand and led me 
throt1.gh the crowd . Vfhen we entered the ho!lse , I was 
still more l urmed to find it de rkened , and hall nd 
p rlor fil l e with a cr owd that made way for the 
minister . He led me ap to what aft er ward knew as 
a coffin ; bt1.t a t that time~ did not know what it 
was , s 1 nev er ha he of a coffin . tanding 
t here a moment b eside him , he lifted me up in his 
arms , took my u.nwil l ing hand , little dreaming ho •1 
he was t errjfying me , and l a id it npon the d ead f ace 
t ha t saw therein . It was that of a you.ng aJd of 
fifteen , whom ha d seen bat a few days before 
bou.nding along the p a t hway of my own home , with his 
green satc hel on his bac k on his vay t o school . 
Child- lie I had ta en no not e . or ha d not heard of 
his illness and dea t h . In one awful moment the 
fear1 ul id ea of de at h was borne into my soul ; and , 
as h eard the cr eek of the coffin scr ews , I 
rec e ived my first idea of the hing o C ~errors. 

I went home with my father in a sort of daze , 
b1t was too shy t o tell him of the :inspe akable fear 
that had t aken hold of my mind . I remember dis 
tinctly how ins2pport bl e the ho!lse seemed to me , 
and tnat my only comfort d uring the r st of the day 
was standing on the portico looking 1-r at the sky . 
~he night that fol l owed shall never f orget . 
I l ay in my little b d wide awa e , and c ould only 
g et rid of the dead f a ce by keepin my eye fixed 
:ip on the s quare of the ~indow; and there I ay 
st~~ing and trembling until the morning . 

he i mpression of that d y and ni ht has never 
worn aw y tough long years have pass ed over my 
he d sinc e th n . I have parted , time and again , 
with the n ear est an de r e~t , b1t with o ut ever being 
able to look apon them fter their features have 
been stamped with t e seal of :i:mmorta i t y . I co~ld 
g ive them up to God , an l ive thr o1gh the ag ony ; 
bu.t never have at t ained to the ph_5rsical nerve and 
c ourage that would enable me to stand face to f a ce 
with the forsa· en clay . (30) 

3 .~Giving Children ~ight I QpresEions of eath !1 

arg ret J . reston , The unday School Times 
November 7 , 1891 , pg . 707- 8 
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. Chapter II 

YCUTH AND EDUCA ION 

George Junkin soon recognized the f act that 1argaret 

had little difficalty in nastering a lang~age , so he 

st a rte - her into ~ebrew at the age of ten , and fo l lowed 
( 1) 

this with Latin , French , and Jerman in the teens . 

he notebo oks of the youthful student contain many que tations 

from works in all these language s except from thw Hebrew. 

The uota tions which she makes from the via ~estament 
( 2) 

are taken from the King James version of the ~ible , and 

would lead us to believe that argaret found the task 

of read ing the Old Testament in the original either too 
.L. 

difficult,or else unprofitable . 

That .ll1argaret was not rlm:x:« a student of langu.age 

alone is evident from the other quot at ions in her early 

notebooks . lrs . llen refe rs to one of them beg1n when 

,far garet was fi f t een , and containing extracts from Goethe , 

r 1acitus , Coleridge , Kant , Sh eridan , arlyle , Loc ke ' s 

uman Understanding , and from the condens ed biographies 
l 3) 

of Petrarch . I n addition to these difficult authors 

vargaret was expect ed to be well v ersed in the present-

day writers of her own c ountry . ' he was as igned the works 

of the Hew =ngland School of poets as t hey appeared , and 

l .. ~argare_t ,lllnkin l1r~§l,Qn . • . P . Allen , pp . 354 , 
2 • • Notebook of 183 V q lf?J, ~ 'i lo---Z., ~ 
3 •• 1fargar";t Jun in Preston , E.:P.Allen , pg . 353 
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there are nrunerot1s references to Longfellow , -ryant , 

Whitier, ~~rson in her notes of 1837 , when she was 

seventeen. -Oe seems to have been barred to her as not 

in keeping wi th the high moral standard of the others , 

for in all her not es t here does not appear a qt1ot atio n 

f rom him , or a reference to him. One is not sarprised 

at her ignorance of oe when it is rem mbered that the 

temp r of her f ather was thoro:ighly in acc ord with the 

idea of u.Latthew rnold tha t g ood poetry shot1ld have a 

hig h moral seriot1sness . Evid ntly Goerge ~ankin felt 

t nat the diss olate oe was not good food for the eager 

mind of h is yoang pt1pil . 

~ht a r garet was jt1st as ambitiot1s as her f a ther i s 

plainly evid nt from the energy with which she devoared 

the works a ssigned to her . Daylight was fille d with the 

many t asks of c aring for the yoanger children , and aiding 

her mother with the work of the home . The r e were s o many 

task t hat there seems not to have been mach time f or 

stt1dy daring the day. o eager was she to become a sc holar 

that she spent in st:idy a great deal of the time which tbe 

rest of t he family spent in sleep . 

he only time that~ had to prepare my Greek 
l es s ons was after the f am ily bedtime . ( 4 ) 

The day of oil lamps had not yet arr i ved so t hat ~argaret 

was forced to poar over her reek ~ew iest ament by the 

inso.fficient light of a primitive candle . 

iany years lat er · argaret told her gr andchildr en , that: 

4 •• I dem. pg . 16 
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any a time when we wo11ld kiss Ollr mother goodnight 
she wo11.ld say to my sister .c.111e , "Be s11re yo'J. pu.t 
ou.t ~ aggie ' s c andle when yo11. go to bed . " B11t when 
llie wo11.ld ofier to discharge her mi ssion , I wo 11ld 

raise my finger in a half serio11.s threat , and say , 
" To11ch it if you dare ! " It was the only respect 
in which~ disobeyed my mother ' s wishes , and as 
my father enc o11raged my 11.nder t aking more than I 
co11ld possibly do in the daytime , I felt j11stified . (6) 

pparently there wer many arg o.ments over the candle 

b;irning s o lat e . ne night ~leanor :kml::n:tmnl: could stand 

it no longer and broke 011.t in a tirade aga inst the 

uselessness of wasting yoar time on dry d11ll books when 

you were too tired t o grasp their meaning. Margaret 

was eq1al to the occ as ion and scribble a bit of verse 

in her notebook . I t was written in pencil , and scratched 

out with a pen , probably th e next morn ing : 

~o bed , to bed I say , 
' is lat e , l ate night . 

ome , t hrow yo1r books away , 
1t out the light . 

Go , p1t yo1r night-cap on , 
Yo11 ' ve read eno11gh . 
How can yo1 ·bear to con 
S11.ch hard dry staff . 

I nev er thus desired 
11 0 fill~ head . 
I'm s11re yo11 m1st be tired , 

o come to bed . ( 6) 

St1dy 11.nder s11ch a strain broaght its price to be 

paid , and ,J.argaret paid dearly by a temporary loss of her 

eyesight when she was t went yone . For some time s he was 

forced to stay in a da r kened room , and throughou.t the rest 

of her life she s:iff ered from weak eyes . As she pa.t it : 

"The oor of knowledge was slammed in my f ace . n ( 7) 

5 •• Idem. pg . 16 . 
6 •• no t ebook o Iargaret Ju.n in,for 18lf. 
7 • • 1 rgaret J tinkin rest on . .P .Alllen . . 

Date Atlg . 14 , 1840 
pg . 8 
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for after she was t wenty one s he c o 11ld do little s t 1dying . 

h e he r s elf a t t r ib1tes t he br eaKd own of he r eyJ s t o the 

har ds h i ps of s t 11dy i ng a t ni ght by c andle light : 

1 h e only t L1e had to p repare my Greek lessons 
was af t e r t he fam ily b ed t ime : the only time my 
b11sy f a ther could h ear me r ec i t e wa s before 011r 
early br ea kfast ; so t ha t s tudy and r ecit at·on 
wer bot h done by the insa.fficient l i ght of 011r 
primit ive candles . am sar e the close sig ht 
th1s re ~uired by the Gree t ext put a st r ain 
u.pon my eyes which was the be g inn ing of :tu my 
tro u.ble. 8} 

One is 11nwill ing to place all the blame on t he 

~re ek text when we l ook over t he books to be r e ad when 

she was ninet een . fh e r eading l is t is past ed in t he 

bac ~ of he r 18 4 n ot ebo ok , and i s writ ten in anothe r 

ha ndwriting t han via r ga r et 1s , it i s p robably her fa ll.he rs . 

Co1rse of re ading in H· s tory and Phi l os ophy 
fo r 1. J . 18 3 9 

Hi s tory 
.1. i s torical Oh :1r e h 
31taerford 1 s Anci ent History 
Gi ll ie ~s Greec e · 

er g ason ' s oman - ep11 lie 
Gi b bon ' s · ecline and all , extracts f r om 
Hall em's i ddl e Ages 
. ob ert s on ' s Cnarles V 
"la ts on ' s Philip II 
Hwn e or Henry ' s ~ngland 
~ob ert son ' s Americ a 
Irv i ng ' s Col11mb1s 

iental Ph i losophy 
ay ne ' s Int el lect 1al Phi losop hy 

I . 

Vayland s ora l cience 
Abercr ombie , On the I nt el lect 1a l owers 
~bercrombie , n the l oral ff ee l ings 

Geography , As t ronomy , Nat11ral h ilosophy 
• [ . Bran ' s Ge ogr aphy Vol . I 

Bi ot ' s stronomy 
Biot ' s hysics 
Arnot ' s Physics 

8 •• Idem. pg . 16 . 
LIB'IU« eJ' 

WASHINGTON & LU UN1VE 
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"lith s!lch an ed:ic a tion it was na t:iral that •.1arga ret 

s houl d have fo und her small t al c en t er i ng about Greek 

a nd oman History , or t h e ~atin poets . Eleano r did not 

s hare i n the j oy of po.re l earning of class ical lore , and 

t he f eeling bro:ight on many conflic ts between t he 

flol ic some tvmperamen t of the yoa.nger s is ter and 
l 

iar garet s ardent pas si on t o l earn more by matching her 

wi sdom with that of the st:idents in her f ather ' s c oll ege . 

ne of ~leanor ' s at tempt to change the sub ject of 

conversation is r ec orden by one of the students : 

eat d on e evening on the porch , 01r t alk began to 
flow in the as :ial channel . After a wh ile , her 
sister ~leanor , who s e l ove for po etry was not so 
intense , pat in a remonstrance , wi th a trto:ijo:.irs 
p erdrix11 and said in a vein of raillery tha t it 
was impo s sible for :ie/r,wo t o be toge th er ten 
minu.t s without disco:irsing a oout t he riders of 

egasus . She pronounc e a fo r fe it u.pon the £:i::xrl 
one who should first off nd i n this way again ; 
a fo r : eit oi fif ty lines of verse on- glancing 
gayl y over t he garden fence- " on a head of 
c abbage ! Tl I t was t he you.ng c ol leg ian who lost 

he wager and wr ot e the poem to a head of c abbage . (9) 

'.J.he earliest c omment '.l.p on 11arga r et ls ab i li t y to write 

verse c omes f r om t he same st:ident , who made t he ac q1aint ance 

of the the Junk i ns when Margaret was sixteen : 

Her emarka le poetical t a lent h d even then 
wo n the admiration of n er ass ociate s , and t o 
hav e be n admit ted into t he charmed c irc e of 
which she was the center , wher e literat:ire and 
lit dr ary work were discuss d , admired , nd 
appreci a ted , I have ev er c o '.l.nt e l a high priv i 
leg . (l J } 

fter rec ounting the fact that hews two years y o '.l.nge r 

than ar garet , and that mut 2al int erest s in l i terat 1re 

dr w them t ogether int o a warm f riendship , he gi v es an 

•• I em . pg . 25 , qJ.ot a tion f rom le t ter of Dr . 
of E ton. 

10 •• r m. pg 24 . 

.c . :Porter 
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ex 1 of her r eady ability to t~rn an incident int o verse. 

i iss argaret , who had j1st been reading tev enson ' s 
'ravels in Greece , c l l ed our a ttent ion to this 

passag e in the boo 1r : "A yo11ng Sciote who had ret1rned 
t o his na tive isle for the first time since the 

1rKish invasi on , in 1822 , entered hi f a ther ' s 
gateway , and found the dwelling of his childhood 
a desolate r11in . He wand red to the garden , and 
strayed through its orange and lemon groves in 
silence , 11ntil passing a large vase in which a 
beautiful plant was growing wildly , he m11t tered 
i ndistinctly , ' Le meme vase ! ' She then proposed 
t h teach of usshould f ashion independently a 
poem which would int er~ret the cause and meaning 
of that sad exclamat ion . The three poems wer e ritten 
and critic al l y compared . (11) 

11. . Idem. pg . 2 
Poem f o:1nd in Hot ebo ok H33f , pg . 159 
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The family realized that ·argaret would have a 

broad r ed 1c at ion if she st u.di ed m!l.s ic and pa inting . 

These stu.dies mu.st have been begun when she was well 

advanced in the teens , for these is no evid nee that she 

ever learned to play well , or that her s t udy gave her an 

appreciation of good m1sic . It is more probabl~ that 

her study of mu.s i c was abandoned , as was her painting , 

beua1se of the trouble with her ey esight . The only bit 

of painting known to h ave been d.one by her i a head of 

ea.trice Cenci , which was painted for a bazaar in Easton . 

1he tedio1sness of t h e task is s1pposed to have been the 

final load whic h was too much for the weary eyes , and 
( 13 ) 

c aused the brea down . 

When i argaret was t wentyone her father accepted the 

presidency of iami Univ ersity , Oxford , hio . 1he re ason 

for thi s change was l argely due to the f act that this 

stern c ovenanter had nev er 1 arned to work peaceably with 

those assoc i a ted in a u.th ority wi th him. The t rustees of 

the coll egv at Easton bec ame divid ed over t he punishment 

of one of the stu.dents . The student had got~ into a 

fight with another student and had been a bit fre e in 

wttlding a knife . he faculty had some dif fi c ulty in 

agreeing on the p unishment , as the presid nt held ont for 

a milder sentence than was fina lly imposed . 'he fac al t y 

felt tha t the important part of the sentence should be a 

pa.blic apol ogy on the stndent 1 s part , and suspended him 

1ntil he should satisfy their d mands . , embers of the 

13.. argaret J unKin Pr eston .,, Al l --=-- _______ . .c; . • en . pg . 23 
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board who lived in town took sides with the stt1.dent and 

and c r~a ted sa.ch opp osit i on to the coll eg e of which t hey 

wer e tra.s tees t hat many s ta.dent s were tu.rne d away , and 
rh~ ( 14) 

state wit hdrew c ertain finds . Dr . Jankin relt1.ct antly 

decided to leav the college f or wh ic h he had labored so 

d iligently and on whic h he had spent a great de 1 of his 

wife ' s money . 

The d.ay the Ja.nkins were to leave Eas ton t here had 

be n so mu.ch rain t hat travel by stage was imposs i ble . 

he eleware and Lehigh River were swollen mt1.ch beyond 

thei r banks . fle et of boats wftS l eaving early ~onday 

morning in hopes of maki ng hiladelphia by daylight . One 

of these boats fitted u.p accorr@dations for the namerot1.s 

Jm ins . What was their su.rprise on arriving at the boat 

to find a l arge grot1.p of frien -s standing on the mt1.ddy 

banks amid the darknes s and dampne s ~ of the early morning . 

The ragg ed old man might be tl.Ilflinching is pu.rsu.ing his 

daty regardless of the opinions of others , bat he and the 
( 15) 

family also had the power of making arm frien ds . 

None of the family appear to have enjoyed Ohio . 

11 here was trot1.ble in the school , and their three- y ear stay 
r4 ~T "j ~ 

was ~a;ti0:H:Z) terminated becaas e of the trot1.bles into which 
( 16) 

the father was inevitably drawn. 

' argaret has written s ever al letters in verse to her 

frien s back at ~aston . They may have been q ~ite int er esting 

14 •• Qeori'e Jt1.nk in, • x . Ju.nkin , pg . 408 
15 •• Idem . p~ . 411~412 
16 •• I aem. PP • 42lff 
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to her fr i ends , but one is not able to gather much aboat 

t he writer from them. One thing which ap pears in the 

earlier letters from ½:ford is the fact that they did not 

enjoy their fell wship in the local church. In a letter 

of ctob r 11 , 1841 , to the wife of their fo rmer pastor , 

argaret says : 

· e mingle in the pass ing crowd 
And when within the house of prayer 
Our heads are rev erently bowed 
11 e feel that we are strangers there . 

I ••••••••·••••• and so pref er to sit 
silent worshiper . (17} 

(17,,7.J. )/ 

Apparently they Ie t! that they are strangers not a~e 
ttls 0 

in the charc h , b1t~ in the whole com□unity . Mr s . Al l en 

quotes f rom a letter of i argaret to her favorit ~ c ousin , 

Helen Dickey , of Oxford1 Pennsylvan·a , whi c h suggest e that 

Eleanor was !lit e rebelliot1s at living in the s tr ange 

community , where she lac ked friends and beatl.X : 

llie- dear l l i e-' l ongs to go somewhe re ' 
b1t since she cannot is going to be contented 
at home . When she ge ts letters from her yoo.ng 
friends , and they tell of parties , fine dresses , 
company , and ' loads of beaux ' she cannot help bat 
wish herself where she mi ht shar e such things . 
Bat good h :llll r prevails , and c,he so on grows 
contented agai n . (18) 

argaret is plainly ex ag .erating the matter when she 

says hat Eleanor grows c ontented again when there were 

no parties and boys . One i s su.re that argaret is at fau.lt 

here after reading the description given of ~leaner by 

~~argaret when t he YL- u.nger si ster was fou.rteen : 

17 •• J; otebook , 
L . Gray . 

argaret Ju.n in , 18Jf, letter to Tu rs . John 

18 •• ~argaret Ju.n in Prest n , E.P . Allen , pg 29 . 
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And ro!lD.d her lips 
~ar s misc hief , whe n she can she snips 
· 'h no e , as often palls the haii 
Or draws away the expect ed chair , 
Or whe n u1r i ps jast t o2ch the brink 
Tilts 1p the dr aft we mea nt to dri nk . 

1t she c an be dem1re and prim 
Whenev er f anc y takes the whim 
And look as staid and gr ave no less 
Than some well lect2red 1a eress . (1 9 ) 

The inc ident of Margare t ' s defense of El eanor ' s 

happ ines s is t h e f irst instance we fi n d of t wo chara c t eristics 

that stand oat cl early in the lat er life of ou.r poetess . 

he was always det er mined to make the b est of any s i t1a tion , 

and t o do so was will i ng to exagger ate 4 aite a b i t . 

The w akness of argaret ' s ey es forced her to live 

within herself a great a al , and to find a l arge part of 

her pleasare within t he family circle . Her lett ers and 

notebo o s cont a in many ref erenc es to the f am ily , their 

p lans and the d issapo intment s that the plans can not be 

c arri ed 01t . Her baby sister runs in from play to ask 

wh er e "the smell of t he rose lives , " and argaret 11ses it 
( 20) 

a s the ba sis for a p oem. he wr i tes p oems to her mother , 

to J 1lia on her f i f th birthd ay , sev eral to and for Eleanor , 

and for other memb ers of the f amily . I t is of c ourse the 

nataral t h ing that she s ho uld ment i on many of these things , 

b1t ther are more refer ences t han one would expect . 

pparently she did not have the f ri endsh ip of the young 

people of t he c omm:ini t y and so u.ght inst ead her pleasure 

in the l a r g e fam ily group . 

19 •• Hotebook , 
20 •• Notebook , 

argaret Jc.n in , 1837 , pg . 67 
1argare t Junkin , 184,, Date . Sept . 7 , 1840 . 
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Ther e was another re as on for argaret ' s l ack of 

frien ds in Ohio , h er early love afaair . It happ ened 

when she was qu.ite you.ng , t hollgh it is i mposs ible to 

learn ju.st ho w old she was . or th e name of the y ou.ng man 

who c ap tu.red her f ancy . The whole rec ord of the afi a ir 

is most scant . It s eems t hat some y ou.ng man felt they 

shou.ld be more tha n mere friends , and was nnwi s e enoa.gh 

to allow t he news of the prop osal to reach her parents . 

They i mm e i ately dissaprooved of the yonng man , and 

persu.aded i ar g aret t hat she sh ou.ld not think of marri age . 

The you.t h persis te in his attempt to win the parents as 

well as the maid n , and finally the hospit ality of the 
( 21) 

home was forbidden him. 

The romantic natu.re of argaret was fired by t h e 

t O!lght of he r banis hed l ov er . There are ma ny p oems 
express ing 

x.Edtirt~q~~ grief at p arting in the 1837 

not ebo ok , mos t of t he s e ar e da t ed between Ju.ly 1837 

and ec ember 1U38 . The notebo oks after this date do not 

conta in t he s ame sentien t s , or s entiment a lity over 

part i ng . so t hat it is probable tha t Mar garet was abou.t 

eight een when h er l over was banished . he import a nt 

f act ab ou.t the ep isode i s not t he date , bu.t the ef f ect 

on iar gar et . rs . l l en attribu.t es to t he incident 

I ar ga r e t ' s lac of interest in y o~ng men , and t he r efore 
( 22) 

her single state when the f amily moved to the ou.t h . 

Had 1 a r garet married s he wou.ld probably have settled in 

21 •• va rgaret J~n in Preston , 
22 •• Ibid. 

~ •• Al l en , pg . 91 
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Penn ylvania as i d her brothers , Ge orge and John . 

S:ich an event would have robbed Virginia of her honor 

as the home of the acknowle dged poet ess of the old Seo.th. 

1rs . l l en calls our attention to the scantiness of 
• I 

the verse about ~argaret s lover and siggests the reason 
,... 

for this as : 

A time of intense feeling was not , for her , 
f rolific in verse ma· ing . (23 ) 

Ther may be an additional :n:x~:ixg reason for this 

reticence , which we may deduc e from her long sto.dy of 

the ureeks . he may have cao. ht something of their 

r estraint of expression which pr evented her giving vent 

to an grea t emotions i n the verse mentioned . 

1 argar t has lef t for o.s no direct evidenc e as to 

her developm ent in 1elig io1s tra.ths . he c 01mn ent s on 

relig ion cont a ined in her noteb oo ks of 1837- 42 indicate 

no diff erenc e betwe en her f i th and tha t of the gene.ra y 

ac e p ed the ori es of Ga.~v4nism. I t would therefore app ea r 

t hat ·larg -.c et ' s idea of entering into f:ill fello wship 

with t e c :.ir was ependent o.pon a somewhat viol ent 

exp erience of sin and fo g iveness . I t was this id eaiin 

merican Calvtnism against which orace Bo.shnell revolted 
( 24) 

in his boo Chris tian Nurture in 1846 . His po i nt of 

attac was the idea so many hel t hat a ch i ld sho~ld c ome 

into the Kingdom of heaven by vi olence r ather t han by 

a process of gradual dev lopment based on the trai ning 

23 •• Ibid . 
24 •• Chr i st ian i urtur e , Horace o.shnell , Bos t on , 1847 . 
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receiv d at home : 

Ou..r very theory of relig ion is tha t men are to 
grow a.p in evil and be dragged into the chu.rch 
of God by conquest . (25) . 

here can b e i tle dou.bt tha t argaret under i ent this 

e p eri ne e of feeling tha t she had grown up in the vilest 

of sin , and tha t t here was the possibility that she mig ht 

be one of those to experieoce the suffe ring s and torments 

of the lost . Her brother Joseph naver made a profession 

of relig ion . 'he biographer of George Ju.nkin comment s on 

this f act wherl he mentions the sons d ath a t the age of 

t wenty six , and sugg ests that he was prevented f r om 

ma ing a pu.blic ac c ept anc e of religion because of : 

A self- d i s trust , su.perinduced by a very high 
standard which he ha d forme d of the re quisites 
to a Chr i stian profes sion- though of lovely 
charac ter . ( 26) 

This hig h standard of a (.;hristians profess ion left ~lar garet 

with a strongly developed s ns e of sin , which c ontin:.iea 

even into old age , leaving her with the fear t hat death 

would not bring the j oy which it mi ght to others . 

One wo1ld e ect many ref er nces to d eath in the 

early wor s of any yoang writer . There a re perhaps 

more t han us:.ial in the early notebooks of lv argaret . 

~wo id as seem to stand o:.it in these r ef erences . The first 

of thee is the fear of dvath it s elf , and the separa tion 

from the rest of the world : 

ut , oh o~r ch:.irchyard ' s lonely 
And d solate and ba re , 

And brig ht with green gras s only , 
Oh , do not l ay me there . (27) 

2 5 •• Idem. pg . 25 
26 •• Ge or~e J~nk i n , 
27 •• No t e oak 1837 , 

D. X. Jun i n , pg . 494 
ar garet Jo.n i n , pg . 154 
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he other idea associated with death was a fear that 

it woll.ld come to he r d~ring her yot1th and cat off t he 

attemp t to express the bea:it y within her soal : 

Oh , it is _hard to clos e my eyes 
lh ile am s till so yoang , 

And f eel and Know that I m1st die , 
nd leave so m:ic h ll.nsang . ( 28) 

• , I 
All of Margaret s verse dll.ring these y outhft1l ye ars 

is by no means sad and mo :irnf al. There is a strain of 
hJ.IDor wh ic h is c ontin:ially crop ing out in her rebellion 

agsinst the thing s which she was forced to do and hear i 

er not ebook whe n she was eighteen has the foll owing n t e : 

Written aft er hearing a iemp erance Address 
delivered in a New ch:irch by a very young man. 
January 1f 1839-. -

Virgil praised the nectared c up , 
Horace drank its c ontents up 

evel ' d in its honey dew 
·• ang , " b'Voke Bache" too . 
In our later day 

oore has bent his witc hing lay 
To the n art ing B runper ' s" brim. 
I will chant its praise with him , 
I will tu.ne a simple strain 
To the gl ories of champaign . ,...,,cJ 

hat altho a ·ew ~irks near , 
Yet I will have naught to fear , 
Youthf:il warning s are in vain . 

hey sh0uld come from older men , 
Bt1t we ' re of f the hall owed gro!l.nd 
And beyond the warning sound. 
Here ' s a brim.1 ing bu.roper t hen 
mo thy glories , Oh Champaign . ( 29) 

[argaret seems casting about her for subjects abou.t 

whi'ch to write verse . W·e have already cited an instance 

of her imag ination leaping toward a new s ab· ect . The 

following note is prefixed to one of her poems ritten 

28 •• Noteboo , 18i,, Tuargaret Jankin , 
29 •• otebook 1837 , •argaret Jankin , 

dated Sep t . 13 , 1841 
pg . 45 . 
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when she was nineteen : 

Wh en was last at Fairmonnt , ne a r Philadelphia , 
I was s t r11c wi th se e ing the statue of an ndian 
placed np on a cliff adorned only by natnre , and 
immed iately over~ooking the beautif11l cultivated 
grounds below . t arting as it we re from the 
thic Ke t , wi th its hands r aised as though in 
astoni s hment at the wondrous scene spread 011t 
bef ore him. (30) 

Then follows her idea of the 1ndian ' s astonishment at 

the c hange , and hi s lament that he may no l onger hunt 

ov er his f ormer ha11nts . 

net her p oem which attracts our int er st is one . , 

wri t ten to def end her~elf : 
{ 

'J 
To iss ~ •••• who had 1ri t ten a poetic a l 
to me u.n er the signat1re of "Thal i a" to 
that I had off ended the 111!1' es , by having 
to them a rild e , r 11stic bower . ( 31) 

epistle 
proove 
dedic ated 

After s11ch an introd11c tion one would exp ect a def ense of 

her hawthorn bower against the curr ent tend encies of the 

day to fi nd romantic them es in far away s11b~ects . Instead 

t , ere is a semi- apology with the insi s tence ~:mg: she 

di d not mean to outshine 1 he glory of arnassns with her 

ru.stic seat . 

~his tendency t o take an American theme , and then 

fail to treat it as partic1larly fit fo r poetr y is 

farther shown in her poetical story , "The Lost Sister , 
{ 32) 

a 1 1ale of Wyom ing ." One wou.ld · have to change onl~7 the 

titl e to make it a tale of I taly , ndia , or any other place. 

The name Wyoming seems to ha ve been chosen simply becu.ase 

she happened to see t he inc i dent of a sister being los t 

in th e woods . The p oem has nothing pec1l tt.r to the 

30 •• No t eboo , 1837 
31 •• [ot e book , 184:f -
32 •• Idem . pg . g-' 

argaret Jnnkin pg 141 
Tuar ga ret Jnn in , pg . 7t/ 
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locality . bu.t r a the r of the fe elings of the family when 

they fail to locate the nau.ghter that has been lost in 

the woods . The s ole ref erenc e to Amer i can s~b jects in 

t his poem is t he mention of a band of Ind i ans . and the 

emot i ons a rou.sed in the s is ter's mind wou.ld have been 

approxir.1ately the same had they been a band of 'skimoes 

or siatics . I t wou.ld t h erefore appear that t he selection 

of merican su.bjects was largely a mat t er of accident 

rather than of choice . 

In 1848 Dr . Jank in decided to leave afayette College 

and acepted the presid ncy of ashington Coll eg e , in 

exington , Virginia~ This move like all the others was 

in the interests of ed1c a tion , bu.t li [e the others was 

prompted by diff iculti es wi th the people of the commu.ni tJ'N-. 

s . Al l en d scrib es the tro~ble: 

his ~ime the tr ou.ble began with animosity in 
the ~aston Pr esbyt erian Ch u.rc h , becau.se of 
· r . J :mkin ' s c onnection with a plan f ~r organizing 
a second , and in his opinion , a mu.c h ne ded chu.rch . 
I t did not se em to lie in this vehement sou.l to 
live peacea bl y with tho s e who ppposed what he 
thau.ght right . (33) 

1his removal to ~exington when she was t went~ighf 

s harply divi s ' :ia r garet's life. Hereaft er she identified 

herself with the p eople of the S ou.t h , they c laimed her as 

t _eir po tess , and she claimed them as her people . 

ecau.se of this chang e one poem attracts ou.r 

attention . t s hows ~argaret ' s position rega rding the 

p erplexing q1estion of slavery , and her stand as ne i ther 

an abolitionist or a xi:xxK sapporter of slavery . 

33 •• Margaret Ju.n in :Prest on . E.P .Allen , pg . 30 
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A Ballad in eply to Tu.ppers Bal lad t o Col bia 

"et free the slave" ah , brother 
Cou.ld we at once obey 
Ther e s hou.ld not walk a bondman 
Upon 01r s oil today . 

We own ou.r sore misfortu.ne 
· We see the blot and mo1rn 

We feel we have a bu.rden 
ost heavy to be borne . 

ho tender ar e you.r pleadings 
Yet others chid e and make 

The cha ins we lo ng t o sander 
or e difficu.lt to breaK . 

et Br i tish hearts remember 
The old colonial days 

When oer her s ea- girt islands 
The maiden qu.een hel d sway . 

' hose ships began the traf r ic 
~ho bronght across the ma i n 

Unwelcome d to Virginia 
k hu.man freight of slaves . (34) 

Then follo wers an indignant assertion tha t the mistreatment 

of the slaves has been exaggerat ed : 

believ e it not ! ' r adu.c ers 
And traitors stamped the brand 

Of fou.l exag eration 
'hat fa t ened on otir and (35) 

34 •. P oem inserted on blu.e pap er in No tebo ok of 1sl, 
of ~argaret Ju.nkin , and dated Oxford , Nov . 5th , ' 48 . 

3 •• Ibt_d . 
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el hapter III 

The Janki ns had moved so many times; because th e 

father found it impossible to live p eaceable with all 

p eople , t hat t hey probab y did not mind this latest move 

to irg inia . There may have been one matter hich gave 

them some concern . Vi r ginia was one of the slave- holding 

st a tes , and George Junkjn had become greatly interested 

int e move fortiberation . e was not one of the rabid 

abolitionist , bu.t wa 

tion of th e slaves in 

in f avor of the pe aceful c oloni za
( 1) 

i beria . nhis attitude 'o uld 

celltainly have bro ught to him no c_t1.alms of conscience 

about moving to irginia , for nothing would have bett er 

s~ite t hat t:.ir i d combattant for truth t han a fight 

regar i ng slavery . 1 he family may have been worr i ed , but 

George Ju in did not worry . I t may have made him all t he 

more eager t o come , feeling t hat he came as a prophet of 

God to correct the wea er bretheren and wean them from 

t he ir sins . 

Te family boarded t he train i or a ltimore and there 

too a boat for ~·rederic sburg . t rom b rederic sb:irg t hey 

wer e able to t a ea train t hat bro ught t hem to Gordonsville , 

and here the real diffic u t i es of travel began. he only 

l • • George J~n in , D •• Junk in , pg . 491 
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means of reaching Lexington , one h1ndred miles away , was 
( 2) 

a stage coach traveling over roads t hat were little more 

than two muddy ruts between plowed fields . The managers 

of the stage took great pride in adv ertising the s p eed of 

their foar- house carriag e as t hirty s i x miles in nine ho1rs , 
( 3) 

which was tne distance f rom Lexington to Staunton. Julia 

Jun· in ' s acc o unt of the trip s1ggests that the managers 

ha caught something of the modern art of advertising which 

d oes not inc lade a passion fo r truth : 

•Y first memor.v of Lexingt on i s of arriving at 
midnight , in a ~ecemb er snowstorm, after at elve 
heirs ' r ide from taun ton , in an ol d sta~e coach . 

h is was before t h er e was a t1rnpi ke or plankro ad , 
and the aps and downs we had t ha t night mad e an 
i mpression on our bod i es as vell as our minds . (4) 

The twwn of ..uexington was noted for t wo t h ings , 

ed1c a tion and relig ion; relig ion wi th a d ist·nct Presby

terian flav or . The fir t s chool in the c ommunity was 

Liberty Hal l , a boarding school for boys . Through the 

agency of IJHll i am Graham , George Washington became interes ted 

in the school and donated one hundred s hares of James 
( 5) 

River a no. anawa Canal stoc k t o the school in 1784 . 

Tne s chool then became Washing ton Colleg e and was moved 

int o the vill ag e prop er in 1802 . The cent ral building 

of t ne college was erected on the spacious lines of 

c olonial merican architecture , and a sta tue of Washington 

placed on its llIDffi it . I n 18 3 the c oll ej)e became 

2 • • Ibid . pg . 493 
3 •• dvert isement in 'Ehe - alley ' tar of .....iexington , :May 30 , 861 
4 •• etter of Julia Junkin , quoted by E. P. A len in 

argaret J1nk in rest on , pg . 39 . 
5 •. Hi story of ~oc kbridge Count y , Morton , pg . 192- 3 
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1i ashingt on and Lee Un iversi t y 

The next s c hool to be established was the Ann Smith 
( 6) 

cademy , which opened its first session in 1807 . Kiss 

mith had ten ered her s ervic es for one year xx i t hout 

c harge in ord er to edu.c ate t e daughters of the c omr1u.n i ty . 

Tn i s educ ation was not f»/ne to be in the rudim ents of 

nowle d.g e , b!lt also in t he uali ties of character whi ch 

are bec oming to a young lady . One of thes e essentials 

seem· to have been violat ed when one of t he stu.dents , 

Nancy , i ller , smashed the bonnet of anothe r pu.pil , and 
( 7) 

wast eref ore e~pelled after a l engthy trial . In 1821 

tne tr uste es of t e cademji applied to t he state legislatu.re 

for state aid in mainta ining the sc h oo l , po int ing out that 

it was the only one of its kind in the state , and as far 
( 8 ) 

a t heir .knowledg e e _tended , t h e only one in t he wh ol B So u.th . 

Yet a third schoo~ was established in t he village . 

It was the irginia mil it ary I nstitu.te , establ ish ed in 

lo39 . I ts first p rinc ipa l was rancis H. Smi t h , and the 

only ot her pr ofes or was John Thomas "• Preston , who 
( 9 ) 

occup ied the c hair of modern lana 2 ges . 

Any state might have been sat i sf ied ith t hree good 

sc hools , bu.t not the .Presby t er ian f ahhers of Lex ington , 

for thei r s was a real passion for education . There was 

a law sc hool t a u ht by Colonel Bro kenboroaM~} hic h 

later became the l aw sc hool of ·:a s hing t on and Lee niversity . 

6 . • Ibld pg . 20 
7 •• Ibid . pg . 2 8 
8 .. Ib id . pg . 20~ 
9 • . I b i d . pg . 201 

1 •• • dv ertise ent in he alley ' tar , 
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he Lexington Gazette in 1855 carried advertisements of 

two other schoo l s ; The exington Classical School cond1cted 

oy Jacob u.ller , ·aster of Arts . and the exington 

Iathematical and ~nglish Academy , to be presided over by 

G. • Goodman . 

he Presbyterian Chu.rc h occu.pied the p osition of 

honor in the center of town , and abou.t one third of the 

t welve h1ndred people in the villa~e belonged to this 

ch1rch. ne su. pects th at the c hu.rch did not stand vith 

ho p itable a ms to greet the chance visitor who might 

drop in :ipon a service of w·orship . 1he pews were fu.rnished 

with doors ; doors that had latc hes on them that op ened 

from the insi e . Thes e pews were rented by the year for 

a s:nn not less than fifteen dol l ars , and in 1845 when the 

congrega tion entered their new bu.ilding it was.moved by 

t he congregat ion tha t the sal ar y of the as tor be raised 

by the rent of the pwws- the hi ghest bidder havtng his 
( 11) 

choice of seats . ihere seems t o have been some discontent 

e~~pressed amo ng the bretheren some years earlier when thei r 

charch was organi zed as a congregation . They had belonged 

' to Halls , eeting o:ise , some fou.r miles oat of town , and 

now that t hey h ad their own chu.rch the qu.est ion was , ha t 

s hou.ld be their a ttitu.de to 'Jard those from the c ou.ntry 

who shou.ld occasiona lly come to town for preaching . The 

matter seems to have been settled as fo l lows : 

~or the sa~e of convenience • •••• it is agreed tna t 
the society of Lex ingt on anQ .dall ' s 1Leeting Ho :ise k kt 
be cons id ere one society , with t wo places of Wt>'«.~ 11 

11 •• &essional · ecord , Lexing ton 2resbyterian h:irch , 
November 1 , 1845 . pg . 5 
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and t hat the s:ipporters of tne town part of t he 
society hall have the same privil ege of sitting 
i n the h.ou.se now btiilt as the sapporters of t he 
Hall ' ' Ieeting Ho:is e part shall have in town , 
according to the sums they pay for the bt1ilding 
of the hou.se , and the sams tney pay for the 
s:ipport of a minister i n their own par t of the 
society . (12} 

ne who a t ~ended the ch:irc i n those days later 

reoall eu the fact that it was the eastern oft e minister , 

ev . ~ illiam • Ihite , t o read out t o h i s p eopl e the l ist 

of vis i ts he intended to make . On Ionday he wou.ld begin 

with a certain f ami ly and c ontinae dowh that s treet , then 

he wo uld go to another locali ty of 
( 13 

t hrOll&hou.t he wee • 

r\ llesday , and so on 

\ e o not now just hich pe 1 was allot ted to the 

Ju.n i ns , bat it i s a fair inf erence tha t the president of 

the c ol l eg 0 wou.ld have a h i gh seat in the synag ogue . 

lhe fam i ly seemed to have enjoyed t heir sta in ex i ngton 

from the very first : 

Ve were received with the greatest k i ndnes by t he 
Lexing ton people , and so on made many very pleasant 
friends . We soon began to f ee l at home , and t o 
fall i nto the exingt on way of living , and I th i nk 
were all v ery happ . ~or those of u. s who made it 
our home , it was afterward t he c ene of Ollr greatest 
happ ines · and greatest sorrow ; and as not hing t est s 
the love and kindnes of fri ends lie emer~encies , 
we proved that of the Lex ing ton people . 

s I was only a c h i ld , I do not remember as mnc h 
aboat s oc iet y as an older p erson would : bnt I r emember 
t his- t a t lmost always after coming home , Mag i e 
wo uld rep ort to mothe r , who was deaf , and on that 
acc onnt went out very little , t he deli htful conver
sations she had wi t h some of the many caltivated men 
connec ted with the literaty ins titllt i ons . 

~,rom the time we went to Leyington , we all ased 
to taKe delightful long rambles , rather to t h e snrpris e ( 13 ) 
of the Lex ington people , wh o were not nite so ener getic . 

Ql(rT<tt .£.F l'/1.:·w- -fi(/i/it,"{)'[J,-"j/ Ft(~Sl'!,~Tfr~I~-'>' C/ftJ(?,Ctf, /'1 /3 
12••~ I 

1 .. Lette of nlia ~nn i n , qnoted above , 

6 
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ne who remembers fargar et at the time g ive 11s a 

descr i pti on of her appearanc e an conversation : 

' i s · agg i e- as we always call ed her , was the object 
of my secret , en th1s iast ic worship . She was not 
exactly pretty , b at her slight fig1r e , fair complex
ion and bea1t if 1l aub11rn ct1rls f11rnished a piq1ant • setting for her refin ed , intelligent countenance , 
which made 11p f or the lack of mere bea11ty . used to 
thril l wi th admira tion as ~ watched her riding at a 
swift gallop , a little blac k velvet cap showing off her 
f a i rness , the long c 11rl s blowing abo11t her face . 

ler manner to llS yot1nger g irls was deli htful , 
never pat rmn izing nor st1p erciliot1s , b:it mos t sweet and 
engaging . We wondered that a person who c o uld write 
p oetry , which semm ed to o:ir l i mi ted exp er ience a sort 
of miracul ous gift , should condescend to talk to 11s 
abo11t our s t 1die and gam es as i f she ere one of 11s . 
She never t alked abo11t herself- we wi~n ed she would -

he d in not bet ray the slightes t sense of s:ip eriority , 
except in the mat ter of wi der privil eges . s11c h as 
ac q11aintanc e with l i brar ie , pict ures , etc •• and these 
experiences she s eemed eage r t o share , constant ly 
lending us books and magazines , r epeat ing poetry t o 
us (otner p eople ' s p oetry ) , and t alking in a way tha t 
c harmed 11s abo11t pictures , artis ts , and auth ors . ( 14) 

Fo11r years after their arrival in Le., ington ar garet 

writes to a fri end g iving he r i mpres si ons of the vil age : 

Yo11 have been pitying me , dear J . this summer , 
haven ' t you ? Ti ed down as y ou now have been to 

y uiet country h ome , whil e you have had the plea s11re 
of starring it at Newport , and ~haron , and Sar atoga , 
and how many more places~of fashionable resort your 
next lett ar has to tell me . Well , i f s11ch has been the 
case , I have only to say that yo ur c ommisertaion has 
been v er y s1perf~ as ; fo r quest ion i f your migratory 
lif e has had a s many of the elements of hap p iness 
c entering in it as my stationary one • 

• • • • Why did yo,;. not ac e ept o 11r invit a tion to come 
down and brea the the s weet nre air of our Vi r gi nia 
mounta ins , i nstead of whirling off to those " -prin s" 
where life seems t o my bde ~ic ta te t he most art if i 
c i al t h i ng in the world? ••••• Uncle ..i'elix should hav e 
had horses saddled for ns , as he has has for E. and 
yself all slllllmer . at half past fi v e ocloc k ; and hat 

a gallop we sho11ld have enjoy ed , over misty hills , 
down into little green shaded glens , over ov erhanging 
branc hes , all sparkling wi t h silver y d ew. 

14 •• Letter uoted by E •• Allen , argaret Jun in Preston pg . 37 . 



37 

nd then , as •• •• the canter of foa.r or five miles 
throu.gh the bracing atmosphere whetted Oll.r ap~etites , 
we wou.ld tu.rn ou.r horses heads and scamper away at the 
same bris ~ pace homewards . Then you. shou.ld have 
changed you.r riding gear- not for any s u.ch elaborate 
to i let t e as the belle of the ptings is expected to 
appear in , bu.t fo r the simplest of white morning 
dresses , and with glowing cheeks and brightened eyes , 
and a sense of inv i goration which nothing short of su.ch 
a gallop can impart , you. should have sat down to an 
ol d -irginia breakfast . 

s to occ~pation f or the forenoon , why here is 
the "Knicl{erboc ert1 and " Harper" and the " Ecl ectic n 
and suc h free access a s you. might fancy t o my last 
pac age of new boos . Or wh i le E. and I finished u.p t he 
sketches ta en in ot1r last wa l k , y ou. shou.ld read aloud 
to u.s nunc le Tom ' s abin , " till the blood flu.s hed 
i ndignantly u.p to you.r c heek , and you. f el t disposed to 
sp~rn Virg in ia s a il beneath you.r f eet . I iii the 
meant i me , would grow half angry at t he one- sided book , 
an ve shou.ld be well nigh a aarrel abou.t the mooted 
su.bject, when the sight of Homer ' s happy , care- free , 
blac and slee r , well- conditioned person , se t becom
ingly off in white pants and a ron , as he comes to 
annou.nce dinner , shou.ld c linch~ argu.ment , and bring 
you. over to a more correct way of thinki ng before you. 
had got throu. h with you.r sou.p . 

Dining the other day at the hou.se of a friend I 
fou. d t hat not less than fo~r of the company had been 
abroad ; a nd so we had r acy descr i ptions of men and 
t h i ngs in other lands , and spicy anecdotes of c elebr it i es 
whom we all know ~p on pa~er . I was m~ch interes ted in 
the relat ion of a conversation wh ich a lady near me had 
had with Baron von Hu.mbolt , wh en in erl i n ••• • •• ~hil e 
t he ervants were car rying a ou.nd les entrements , a 
gentleman be ide me described the k ind of breakfast s 
he used to kxXE ta e with the ~ou.nt de arvillers , 
wen he resided in t h i s c ountry , and l earne d , ~hat I 
did not know before , that la salad e was as ind~spen
sable at a .t!'rench d e jeu.neras coffee . ( 15) 

To which accou.nt 1, rs . l l en can not help adding a comment 

of her own , upon t he every- day occu.r nee of sach c onvers at i on 

15 • . Letter of . J .Preston , q~oted by E.P . Allen , 
argaret Junkin reston , pp . 41- 44 
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among the soc iety of Le .. ingt on : 

It is perhaps nee essary to say that ou.r poet 
cou.ld nev er be trusted to tell an unvarnished tale . 
1rue she u.s ed only facts in her narration ; b1t the 
po or bare f act would have found it hard to recogn ize 
themselves when she was ¢done with them . Thirty years 
later than this letter to J- --, l rs . reston spent a 
sum.,ter in :aryland , in the home of her step dau. hter; 
on one occ asion she r ead alo1d to t he family a letter 
she had j1st written to the daughter of anon Kingsley , 
giving a description of her su.rr ou.ndings . 11 foat plac e 
is Grandma writing abo1t?" asked a little listener , 
to the great am1sement of the rest . tnt 

One whose memory g oes back to a t ime only eight or 
ten years later than the date of the etter ju.st 
4 uoted testifies t ha t dinings , at whic h g uests gave 
personal reminiscences of dist ingu.ished foreigners . 
wer not of every- day occurrence i n the vil .age of 
Lexington. ( 16) 

There were evidently some t hings about exin ton ~hi ch 

Har garet isli ' ed very mu.ch . In her first pu.blished ,ork , 

ilverwood , a novel of reminiscences , she sat i rizes t he 

emphasis upon ancestry , and the neglect of Ame r ic an c 1ltu.re 

because of an excessive interest in that of ~1rope . This 

is done by matrtRg placing the family a ou.t wh om she writes 

in the village of Ll ilboarne , irg inia. h i i s evidently 

another name for ~ e ington , for she mentions local scenery , 

an the two Negro servants of the Jun i ns , and other items 

which suggest t hat is is ex ing t on about which she writes . 

The n earest neighbors of the family , she names the rantleys , 

and it is .1..'rs . Grantley who becomes the victom of her disl i kes . 

16 •• Ibid . pg . 44 . 
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Irs . ~rantl ey comes to call apon the Irvines , who have b1t 

recently moved to ilbo arne (Margaret later in ife admitted 
( 17) 

that the Irvines were really the Ju.nkins) , and Matgaret 

ma es the visitor say : 

I am eally charmed that Silverwood is to be inhabited 
again , only that it will detract a little from the 
pic t1res qu.eness of ou.r landscape to se e signs of life 
abou.t the old mansion . A deserted house , left to 
decay , and romantica ly h i dden away among the shrubbery 
one m1st allow , is an u.nsau.al sight in this al - alive 
cou.ntry of ou.rs , t h ou.gh we h~ve something of that kind 
to show in the rains of the ol d Hall near you. . 

11 And permit me to say , iadam" , interposed :Bryant , 
11 by no means an agreeable ne . " 

11 • h , think so?" said the lady , arching her 
eyebrows . 11 1 confes s I le a rned to look on it differently 
when in 1 ng land. Time- tained walls , and moss- grown 
roofs , and i vy-covered tu.rrets , vocal with rooks , 
and all that one sees there , about man of the grand 
old remnants of a former age , have so mu.ch of the 
delight f :il a roma of anti u.ity aroond them , that whatever 
in the slightest degree su.ggest t he~ is positively 
refreshing in oar fast times . 

nBu.t am afraid yotir you.ng people will sadly feel 
the want of soeiety hereabouts , rs . Irvine , nn es s the 
mean to avail themselves of the resou.rse my siQter and 
~ adopt , and like those rare caterers of domestic 
enjoyment , the ~ngl ish , spena t he season av ay from their 
cou.ntry home . (18) 

he Irvines are i nv ited over for dinner at the home of Mrs . 

1Jrantley , the invita tion for dinner at fiv e amt1ses them : 

ather late for a November c ou.ntry dinner ; bat I 
s1p. ose ten 0 1 cloc ·r breakfasts and five o ' clock dinners 
are the remnants of the many nglish customs t hat ha ve 
been per pet1ated her e ev er since the cavalier days of 
the ld JJominion , and 1«rs . Grantley sets t oo m:ic h st ore 
by her Kinship with the old ir 1'H lliam , to g ive in to 
a more plebeian hou.r . (19) 

17 • • Ibid . pg . 85 . 
18 •• ilverwood , argaret . Ju.nkin , pg . 57- 8 , 59 . 
1 • . Ibid . pg . 13 

q 
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he same disli e for u.nd u.e emphasis u.pon family tradi tions 

c rops 011.t aga in in her later wri tings . In one article on 

nTne Literary rof ess ion in the ou. t h" she argu.es tha t this 

very alleg iance to f amily has hindered the evelopment of 

. v irg inia. he c oes not thin it a lau.ghable matter that 

the pride of family traditi ons has been passed from father 

to son . bu.t : 

he abs:irdity is , for their descendants to satisfy 
themselv es with the fact , and be content to sap on 
p ast rec ollections . (20) 

-
he Ju.nkins had been in ~ex ington a little over 

five y ears when they beca e accidentally involved in a 

famou.s mu.rder tr ial . Cadet lac bu.rn of V.M. I . had taken 

J u.lia to the resbyterian vhu.rch . for the ev ening service . 

It wou.ld seem that this was the accept ed way to spend¢ 
( 21) 

a pleasant even ing with a you.ng l ad y . He escorted Ju.lia 

as far as the church door . and af ter she had ent ered tu.rned 

asi e to chat with some of the c adets tanding in the ais e . 

One of t he students in Colonel ~rokenborou.gh ' s law school , 

hristian . tapped Dlac rbu.rn on the arm and aske d him to 

wal~ oatsid~ as he had a matue r total over with h im. 

lnere had been s ome trou.ble between the t wo , bu.t the cad e t 

evidently did not exp ect any trou.bl e , f or he d i d not ask any 

of h is comrades to go with him. The trou.ble had originated 

20 •• crapbook , ~. J .Preston . Y. and 
21 •. ._1le ~ d EJ. ,.E fra , • S . Wise , 

,. Tibrary , 
pg . 241- 2 

p g . 2 

/ll 
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over a visit to a mut1al friend . The t wo ~ot into a fight 

in the street beside the church and late comers to ch1rch 

discovered them fighting violently in the g1t ter . Christian 

had stabbed lac burn several times with a knife ~hich he 

had hidd en under his coat. Blackburn was carried to the 

rear of a nearby building . and died before they could find a 
( 22 ) 

oc tor . 

argaret was probably not at church on this night aa 

her mot h er was c · itically ill at the time . Julia was 

placed on the witness stand byte prosec1tion who tried to 

sow that her escort did not exp ect to meet his assailant 

and therefore c ame to c hurch unarmed . Julia did not 
( 23) 

contribute anything to the evidence for the case , but 

the case made a deep impression upon Julia . erhaps it was 

her father who used t h e i ncident as a visitation f rom ' oa 

because of her sin , fort~ o weeks later we find ulia 
( 24 ) 

uniting with the church , being nineteen ye ars oJ d . 

Marg aret was t hirty seven years old , and had l ived in 

Lexington nine years before s he was marri ed . he often said 

she woul not marry a widower , and yet when a widower sought 

h er hand she forgot her vow and acce ted the numerous brood 
..A-1Q.l.•'" ( 25 } 

of ~l John r nomas Lewis Preston . r . Preston as 

22 • • The alley tar , January 19 . 
23 • • Ib i d . April 2J . 1864 . pg . 
24 • • es e ional ~ecord . Lex ington 

11 ebr1a ry 11 . 18 4. 

1854 , pg . 2 
2 
resbyt erian Ch u.rch 
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several years older than argaret . Eighteen years before 

their marriage he ha d been the co-founder of V. I.I ., and 
· 26) 

now held extensive property around Lexington , and was a 
( 2 7 ) 

direct r in the one bank of the county , the Bank of ~oc kbridge . 

r . Preston was uite fond of ha.nting , and is even today 
( 28) 

ment ioned as one of the great hunters of the comma.nity , 

so that it ma.st have t aken a great deal of p ers a.as ion on 

his part to ind2c e argaret to mother his hoa. eho l d , and 

allow his hounds to roam at wi l l over the hoa. e . a visitor 

to the home some y ears later rec alle one evening ja.st about 

d2s when she was ushered into the living room , and asked to 

ta ea seat before the fire until some of the f amily c o o. d 

be notified of her presence . fter sitting there in the 

semi darkness fo a few minutes she was terrified by groans 

that came from one of the dar corners of the room , and was 

greatly relieved to discover it was only one of the ~i~~':1 1 s 
{ 29 ) 

hounds stretc hing h i mself . 

~he wedding too k place in Lexington , August 3 , 1857 , 
( 30) 

wi th her f a ther performing t he ceremony . r'here followed 

no wedding journey to Bermuda or to ' lorida , bat a visit to 

some re lative of the groom ' s who lived on the James iver 

in 1.1 he old ancestral home of " Oakland" . he Colonel must 

26 •• Ibid . pg . 94 . 
27 •• Roc kbr idge County ews , ~ebruary 2 , 1933 , pg . 2 
28 •• Ib id . Jane 2 , 1932 . pg . 6 
29 •• Personal reminiscence of Jrs . Paa.l Penick. 
30 •• viargaret Jun· in Pres t on , E. .Allen . pg . 98 



--

- 43 

have pas e the romanti<(age when he felt the thrill of 

go ing away with his bride , f or the t wo were carefully 

chaperoned on the trip by his nephew. Also an old fami ly 

servant was inclt1de d in the party , and assigned to aar garet 

as her personal maid : 

I never had a wa iting maid in my life , and stood in 
secret awe and rea of nakie . u.t nakie was a 
s mall part of the ordeal , th i nk what it was to be 
p es ented on the akland threshold , not only to my 
ht1sband ' s entire family , and to his sister ' s family , 
bnt to his old cot1sin , \' illiam c . Preston of ou.th 
Carolina , and to half a dozen other st angers summering 
there . ( 3 1) 

aul Hamilton tlayne lateE sent !argaret an anecdote 

abont this oath Carol ina c o1sin . It seems that a fair 

yo :111g aspirant was trying her poet ic g ifts u.pon the old 

gentlemen : 

he poem cont a ining this line , "1'y s ou.l leaped over 
the garden wall" . was read alo ud by the fair a:.ithor 
in the presence of the illa. trioas 1l1 il iam c . Preston , 
who , :rpon hearing it , invol u.nt arily exclaie1ed , 
"Good God . 1 adam , what agility . ' ( 32 ) 

ne of "r . reston's c nildren , ~l iz abeth , who was 

present at t e arrival of her st ~e mothe r , descr ibes the life 

of the ho:.i~ehold a t akl anu fo ~ :.is : 

Troops of laves circled ar ound ever y fo.nction of the 
day . Yoa were expected ( i f you. were a lady g ues t ) 
to have rour air brt1shed , our shoes and stoc~ings 
pt on , eve y hoo and eye f &stenea , ev ery p in p ut in 
place , ana you.r hand· .. erchi ef and fan handed to y ou. 
by a maid w110 held herself y ou.r especi al chat 1, el 

31. . I i . pg . 9 
32 •• Letter of . ~ . Hayne to r . J .Pre ton , Marc h 25 , 873 . 
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du.ring yon.r stay at ua land. he met you at the 
carriage when yon. g ot back from on.r drive , took 
yoar hat and wrap , brn.shed and aa.sted you into a 
perfect state of nicety . and then h:ing aro11nd , 
hanKering after somet h ing more to do for you . (33) 

he ten o ' cloc breakfast at akland was an informal 
meal , as was the li 3nt luncheon at one , which was 
often se ve d on a table formed of a single granite 
slab , bn.i l t under the magnificent oaks . Ent from the 
time of the " dinner dressing bell" , whi c h was ra.ng at 
four o ' cloc k the household s tiff ened into a formality 
which was second natare i n those to the manner born , 
b11t was calc2 ated to embaras a novice . ( 34 ) 

he ~aughter is careful to c omment here that her new mother 

e erienced no embarassment , b2t carried herself wi t h 
( 35) 

becoming grace . 

1 1111 dress was the inevitable rule . he dinner was 
lengthened into five or six co:irses; and everybody 
was expected to contribute to the general entert a inment 

y joining in the table talk . ~his was oftenest on 
po l itics , t hoagh o~h er topics were discusse . (36) 

57c f'- la"'.71 k1!-
The ,1 da a. ftter-lii- 1-«w f11rn ishes a further tr ib:ite to farga ret 

in her description of the re action of the cousin whom the 

entire family respected and fearei : 

The old s t atesman and orator from S . C . ' illiam C . 
re ton , made her ac uaintance with al l his prejn.d ices 

on the alert . e shared the disap~rova. then felt 
throughoat the oa.th of women who app eared in print , 
and spoke with disfavor of t he " ittle red-headed Yankee ' s 
want of style a. rrl presence . " Bllt the old gentlemen 
entirely lost his he art t o his new kinswoman in a 
short time , and amused himself by drawing her 01t , 
ma ing her talk on literary sabjec t s with an entire 
Ilnconscioo. nes s on her part that she was s hitl(ing m:ich 
more nowledge than most women possess e of aut hors 
clas ic and modern. "She i an encyclopedia in sma 1 
print" , he declare entha.si as t ica t.v , and in his o d 

----------
33 •• argaret J~nkin reston , E.P . All en , pg . 10 
34 • • Ibid. pg . 99 
36 •. I bid . pg . 10 
36 ,. Ibid . pg . 9 - 10 
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fashioned gallantry fou.nd ways of showing sympathy , 
most gratefal to the new wife , placed in so.ch a 
trying situ.at ion . ( 37 ) 

For the nex t ten years after her marriage we do not 

' rs . reston writing as mu.ch as former y . One reason 

was that she became absorbed in her ne home ; as the 

da1ghter p o.ts it : 

For several years after her marriage •.•• rs . reston 
considered i t her dtity •••• to do an immense amou.nt of 
sewing ; and her skill as a needl ewoman was as great 
as if she had never written a sonnet . (38) 

Yet thi was not the main reason , a she herse f admits : 

I almost u.it wri ting , after my marriage , becau.se my 
hu.sband did not in his heart of hearts approve of his 
wife ' s giving any part of herself to the pu.blic , 
even in verse . 

" Nonsense ! Nonsense ! " cried the hu.sband , "When 
did ever fail to enjoy and praise y ou.r p oetry?" 

"Yes , yoa praised my work . bg t there was an 
expression in the lift of you.r eyebrows that expressed 
su..:rprise . " ( 39) 

The biographer adds her own testimony by saying that there 

were oth ers beside the poetess who knew that the accu.sation 
( 40} 

was a tr u.e one . 

ajor Preston ' s i deal woman had not a pen in her 
finger . And he certainly had to overc ome a strong 
inborn relactance to having his 1ife ' s name in pri nt . (4m) 

ou.r years after their marriage there arose the great 

c onflict over secession . It was a time of an 1ish for 

Iargar et . The f amily was bitterly divided over the c onf ict . 

37 •• Ibid . 
38 •• Ibid . 
3~ •• Ibid . 
4 •• Ibid . 
41 • • Idem. 

pg . 1 1 
pg . 106 
pg . 1 7 , 
pg . 1 7 
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Her father and Ju.lia l eft ~exing ton at the outbreak of the 

ar , and her brothers John and Georg e enlisted in the 

Union army . er husband became a ol onel in the ·onfederate 

f or c es; her brot hers Ebenezer and William joined the same 
fltt. f.14,, 0 f 

' xmy ; Aher brother - i n- law tonewall Jac kson~z f .aft e is weel 

known ; one of her step -sons , Ji lliam, was k i l lea , and another 

.lr ani:: , l a st his arm , wh i l e fighting in the Virginia a r my . 

r . Ge orge Ju.nki n was op posed to sec es s ion as the 
( 42 1 

greates t of i mmora lities , and bec ame so bitter 015/ the 

matter that he was f or c ed to leave Lex ington . The manne r of 

his leaving i s a perfect i ndex of the man who Nould have 

nothing to do wi th those who opp osed his vi ews . ~he minutes 

of t hw faculty meetings of Washington College g ive~:is one 

vi ew of the trouble , and ~r . Junkin ' s own acc ount in his 

boo Pol it ical ~all~cies g ives one t hat is more flatter ing 
/,, 

to h i m. In F ebrua r y 1861 he had b eg:in~t each ~ a c lass f or 

the s eniors int e c ollege on th e onstitu.tion of t he 
( 4 3 ) 

ni ted .,; tates . :iring these l ectu.res some resentment on t he 

part of the tu.dents ~as shown t oward r . Ju.nkin ' s i d eas 

on the subject . Th e feelings of t he p eople all over the 

state were gr owing more an more excite , a nd t here was in 

t he college a rou.p rabidly in favor of Virginia seceeding . 

u.ring the process of these dis cussions I obs erve a 
growing restiveness among the student ; heard mys elf 
c alled a np ennsylvania Aboliti on ist" , and saw wr i t ten 
on the c olu.mn opposite my door , ,r inc oln Jnn' i n . 11 ( 44) 

42 • • Pol it ical ~allacies , 
43 • • Idem. 
44 • • Ibid . pg . 12 

Ge or g e J,,n 1· n ... . pg . 11 



ome of the students c limbed to the coJ ege roof and 

placed t nere a flag of South Carolina , the state which had 

had been the leader in the secession movement . Dr . Junkin 

ordered his servants to t a e the flag down , and teep it 
( 45) 

saf e that he mi ght ba.rn it " afte.r evening prayer . n _hile 

he was at dinner the st11dents secured the flag , and t io 

wees later again erected it . 

I immediately ordered t he servants to t ake it down , 
and at an hou.r when all except the §reshmen were at the i r 
recit ations ; these stood about as spect a tors and asked 
what ..1.. was going to do with it . I answered , ' I ' ll 
s how yoi.l . n When the flag c am e with in re ach , I stepp ed 
np anu t oo some matches f r om my poc et , et it on 
fire , and when it blazed up , tol d the ser ants to 
throw t h e pole out ·rom the bnilding , and wh ilst it 
flame llp aid , 11 o perish all efI' ort s t o dissolve 
this g loriou.s Union . n ( 46) 

1his o course did not end the ma tter . net her flag 

was raise and a pe tition p resented to the f aculty that it 

be allowed to remain . The ?resident of the college took th i s 

as a personal i nsalt , and issu.em the 11ltimat:un t hat anless 

t he flag were ta en down he would resign : 

~he faculty met aga in , and af ter Eome c on nlt ation , 
nnani·no11sly ad , pted the followjng preamble and reso lnt ion . 
reamble : her eas the students in response to the 

tidings tat the irginia c onvent ion are about to 
adopt an ordinance of secession , have hoisted a 

ut hern flag upon the college building , and have 
made a espectful r equest of the faculty that they ou d 
permit t t to remain ; and wh ereas the fac:.ilty have 
assa.rance g iven by the st:.ident s t hemselves to a 
member of the fac alty , and confirmed by the fact 
that tney promptly t ook down , at the re c.'.. uest of the 
faculty , a similar f lag erected on a former occasion ; 
an whereas r . J n in regards this act as a wi l f :11 
mdx~ Vio1.ation of the lav, and a personal indignity 

4 •• Ibid . pg . 13 
46 • • Idem. 
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an req:ii s t ne fac1lty to have the flag removed 
at onc e , on penalty of his resignation- an u.ltimatum 
which the facu.lty think Dr . Ja.n~in has no right to 
i mp o e . and which we can not allow to infl u.ence o:ir 
action in the premises , althot1:)h we are f12.lly 
d terc in ed to st1pport the - resident , or any ind ivid::i.al 
mem.ber of oar body , in the maintenance of discipline ; 
and wh er eas the so- e object of the faculty i s t o 
allay excitement , and i nsu.re good order and. a tt ention 
t o stu.dy in college i n this time of c i v il distu.rbance , 
bel i eving as :e do t hat the se ends wil l be best 
promoted by not re u.iring the immediate removal of 
t he flag- and therefore , Resolved , tha t the flag be 
permitted to remain at he discretion of the f acu.lty . (47) 

P end ing the c,onsideration of the foregoing 
preamble and resola.tion , the foll .:: wing was sent in by 
the st:idents , signed numerou.sly by members of the 
several classes ; Viz-

"We , the members of .l,;r . Ju.nkin ' s c ass es , and 
others , do wholly discla im any intention whatever of 
oft ending him i n erecting a Sou.thern lag on c ollege . 
) e are exceedingl y sorry to learn he i s s o decidedly 
of t he opinion , in the f ace of our protes t ations that 
we mean no i ns:ilt . What we do intend i s s imply this: 
an open decla ation of ou.r sentiment s in t he presen t 
:mhappy condition of otir national af!airs , meaning 
1nflinc h ing ho t ility t o the c oercive p olicy of 
r . L incoln and a firm adMes ion to t he ' cu.th , for 

' weal or woe ' " • ( 47) 

It made no matter to Dr . J:in in whet her they intended 

the action as a personal i nsult , or not , he ha d said he as 

go ing if the flag remained , so go he d i d . Drove his own 

c arriage three h!l11dred fifty mi l es t o ~ford Coa.nty , P enn

s lvania , an t ook a tra in fo r , h iladelphia . He crossed 

t h e otomac iver , af t er having driven tne last thirty five 

miles f rom 'inchester withoa.t stopp ing t o f eed his horses . 

1he nort hern bank of the otomac was beyond Sou.thern terri

t ory , and there i s a t radition c urrent in Lex ington , that 

on r e aching t h is point he made Julia dismou.nt , and c arefu. ly 
f y,vv-1 

wi ped the ~oather n dust from he r fee t , a nd t he n ~eac h hoof 

of the hors es . 

4 7 •• Fae :11 t y : ina.t es , ashington College , April 17 , 1861. 
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Chap t er V 

OF THE OL SOU~H 

The first p u.blished wor k of ar gare t ' s was a novel 

which he call ed , Book of ~emories ." 

il v erwood is the story of a f am i l,y . the Irv i nes . lf.rs. 

Irvine has recently been widowed , and bat tle agains t the 

world to rai e her f am i ly of five . 

n fire they lose their home in 

1 hrough fin nc i 1 r everses 

northern state , and 

re force to move to an old ancestral es t at e in Virginia . 

'..i: his est t e . " il verwoo d" , had been left to her hu.s band a t 

the d a t h of h is father . ~he fifty cres and the old home 

re ep t ap by t wo Negro s rvants . 

he f i rst part o the nove l is devot ed to the fam ily 

effort to aid the only son . ~awrence . to regain his heath , 

wh i ch he hs d serio 2sly i mpa irea in hi s snperhu.man eff orts 

to s ve their former home f rom the flames . He f ' nally g oes 

to Cu.b a in the hop ~ that a warmer c i mate may hep him. 

Then follow more financ i r~verses throngh t he 

dishon Lty of a t~ i s ted f riend , and a not e Ior wh ic h J 1rence 

had stood sec2rity . Tawre nc e drag s out a hopeless b ttle 

f or life , and th fe l ings of the f amily on receiving the 

news of his deat h a.r e displ y ed with viv id sentiment lity . 

not her ch~p t er i s devote d to the dea t h- bed scene of t he 

mother . ~he dying words o the mother express a firm bel i ef 

in the or who has been bett er to t hem than they deserve d , 



nd she dmonishes the ch ildren to pat their tr1st in Him. 

The heroine of' the book t!lrns o!lt to be Edi th , the 

second da1ghter . he makes a va in appeal to the honor of 

the friend who robbed them of their life savings . e tricks 

her with a promise to pay in fall on a certain day- and 

s ils for ' tirope the aay before . dith thinks that her 

older sister i s in l ove with her own heart ' s choice , 1nti 

the matter is cleared by Zilpah ' s m rriage to t he wea thy 

scion of a great family • 

.b1ort me beg ins to s mil e tip on t he thre e :inmarr ied 

da u.ghters , for their ::,cottish uncle , " The.l!ight i n T1aiid 

of Newton' , leaves them a legacy . h e novel closes ~i th 

dec l r a tion of love by the man id ith adores . A rather 

mild exp res Qion of love , c o1ched in high flown t ermE , 

o!lt enoagh to win the consent of =ai th , and her ish that 

the dying words of her mother sho:ild be inscribed in their 

weading ring . 

One may eel no sa.rpri se that ~Iargaret wa 11nwilling 

f 0r he name to be ased in connection wi th the p2blication 

o t e novel . This hesitancy seems to have been the fear 

that er nam e , r her than the merits of the bo ok1 woald 

lead to it sale . he was at the time fairly well known as 

a writer of verse , so s he ta.rned down the offer of the 

p !lb l isher of t wo h2ndred dollars more for t hem nascript 
( 1) 

if she would allow it printed and er her name . 

ilverwood was hardly noticed by the publ ic , and , ar ret 

1 .. argaret J~nkin reston , E.P . Al en , pg . 86 
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s i d she was s atisfied with the j:1dgem ent of t he m p rej1dieed 

p.rnl ic: 

If it had dese ved immort al ity it wo :ild not have died , 
she wou.ld say , a dding half playf:illy , half mou.rnfu.lly , 
"it was a very g ntl e death . (2) 

He p:1rpose in writing t he boo was : 

o embalm the ch r ac ters of dear Mot her , ~l l ie , 
no. brot he r Joe . ( 3) 

argaret make s sev er al at temp t s t o pictu.re t he Negroes 

abou.t the place . In one of these t he litt l e c ol ore - boy , 

Homer , is sent with the older dry t o catch some chic kens : 

Homer w s sent to help Uncle ~el i x c a tch a pair of 
du.cks and a tu.r · ey to add to t he ro ast t hat was t 
hav e s 1fficed for dinner ; bu.t af ter ranning himself 
o:it of br eat h , he c ame bac k u.nsu.cces sf:ili:J: , wi th 
F i del at his heels , decl ing "dat dar dog wan ' t 
no ' c ou.nt , nohow ; he j es ' skeurt de t hings ; dat ' s 
all; an ' Unc le el i x , he so s tiff , he say , since he 
have de rhe ::unat i s , he ' s do n e g ood for not hln ' for 
ra.nnin . n 

"Why don ' t yo :i c-c att er s ome corn , " asked Edi t h , 
11 a nd c oax them to you. in that way . and then make a 
das h at s om e of them ? . u.n and g et some in yo :ir hat . " 

"Ar ' n ' t g ot no crown i n it . is s d i t h . " 
omer scampered off wi th , ilvy and ~ idele and 

Unc le ~el i x o help him , and in a l itt le while 
ret:irned with a d:1c l u.nder one arm and a chic Ken 
11nder the othe r . 

ff :ire naff , ~iss .Sdith , here dey be ! " 
"B 11t they don ' t ma tc h , -i omer . 11 

nDey ' s both g o"t a bl ind eye- see . ' ( 4) 

Th second a t temo t a t p u. l i s h ing was not m d e for s ome 

years . u.ring the War e t ween the t a t es 11rs . reston wrote 

her only l ong epic p oem , " e chenbrook , a • hyme of t he \' a r . 11 

This '.las publish d in :Hchmond d :iring the con:fl ict . bu.t onl y 

fift y of the thou.sand c opies esc ap ed a fire wh ic h de stroy ed 

2 •• I b id . 
3 .. Leem pg 8 , quoting letter of \ r garet to Re b cca Glasg ow. 
4 • • ilverwood , pp . 319- 20 
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( 5 ) 
the pablishing hoase . n 1866 it was r eprinted by Ke ley 

nd iet of altimore , so that there was a lapse of ten years 

between the fist and second p:iblished vol umes of her works . 

The setting oft e poem is the c ottage in the south , 

11 Beechenbrookn from which the hu band and ons have gone 

forth tow r . 1he story deals largely with the emotions of 

the othe r on rec e i vi news of her h:isbands death in b ttle 

and the ret:irn of the sons , ~ounded , or like the h roes of 

old , borne on their shield . 1rs . r eston drew a great deal 

o the poem from he oun e:::p eriences , and those of her 

fri ends in ~ e- ington . rher was hardly f am i y di n the 

vi l lage wh ic h did not have the ho r ror of the str:ig e 

b.ro:ight h ome to them with p itiles t er or s they waited 

fo the news o each b ttle fea ing that the victory wo ald 

be bo:ight with t life of a son o husband . Mrs . r ston ' s 

aiary for ay 1 , 1862 caries the s ame b:irden that she 

exp es es for l i ce Dunbar the mother i n the poem : 

h , this he rt c· :is ing suspense . IT o news from t he 
s c ene of the b :3.ttle , exc ept the eport that •.:aj or 
: oss i among the killed •.• Oh , my h usband , could I 
but now he wa safe . I wand.er at my elf t hat do 
not lo e my s enses . (6 ) 

In the poem she i magi nes her own feel i ngs i f the fata 

news came : he soldier del i ver a ett e r to Al i ce unbar . 

Her ashy lips move , but the words do not c ome , 
And sh stands in h er whitenes , bewilde red and d!J.Illb : 

he t arn to the l ett er ith hopeJ ess p)eal , 
b:it her ingers a e helpl e 0 s to loos en the seal : 

he lif ts her dim eyes wj th a loo ·~ of despair .-
de hands for a moment are folded in prayer ; 

he strengt h she has so1ght is vo~chsafed i n her need~ 

5 •• 1argaret J1n~in reston , 
6 • • Idem. pg . ·13 

•• Allen , pg . 242 
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e lives and he breathes yet :- t he sa.rg eons decla e 
~hat the balance is t rembling ' t wixt hope and despa ir 
In the bla n et he lies , on t he hosp ital floor , 
And h vr e as writ e , on his face can see 

n expres i on whose r adiance is st4·1 tling to me . 
His f a ith is ablime :- he relinqai hes life , 

nd e r ves ba.t one bl es s ing ,- to lo ok on his wife . 

Th Chaplin ' s r ec it ~l is ended : no word 
From Alice ' s whit e , br eathl ess lip s has been he a rd; 
· ill , ro !l.S ing hvrself from h er p as ionless woe , 

he simply and qa.ietly s ays- "I wi.11 go. " ( 7) 

~rom th abov e one can easily a.nderst nd the feeling 

which l ed her to ded ic a te the poem to : 

,v er y Soa.t hern Woman , who has been wi dowed by t he war , 
I d d ic a t e t h is rhyme , pa.blished daring the process 
of t e str!l.gg l e a nd now re- prod ac d- as a fa int 
memori -:i o s:iffe r i ngs , of v1hic h t here c an be no 
f or getf :1lnes s . l.i . J . l' . ( 8 ) 

A r ead ing of the p oem brings to on e the f e e ling tha t he is 

riding a horse a t f 1l l gallop t hroa.gh const antly shifting 

scenes . Ferhap s it was her d sire th1s to sag~est the acta.a 

emot ion of th wo~ en of the ' outh who 'J ere borne f rom 

one xperienc e to another withoa.t s1ffici ent time to e e~ 

for the ir dad h or to real i z e tha t acts of heroism c o1ld 

not bring su.cces ~ to their ca :1se . One is stra.ck with the 

fact t t the writer ha s foa.nd her materials for the wor k 

ou.t of her own exp rience , and that the feelings which are 

portray d have b n t aken oa.t f the heart of the poetess . 

8he no longer descri bes the despair of a g irl l ost in t he 

Wyoming woods , or the defeat in the minds of y o ung ciote 

retn.rning to his home on distant shores ; she has discovered 

the people of the cu.th a s a sou.roe of itera tu.re . Yet one 

feels t ha t while she has ma ea step in the rig ht direction 

7 •• Be ec henbrook , :l:argaret J . Preston , pp . 67 , 68 - 69 
8 •• Id em . pg . 1 
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she has not escaped her old moorings . In the midst of the 

poem she places a lyric , pictur ·ng the heroism of a private 

in the Confederate army , who expresses a tho1ght which is 

ea.al ly as true of the youth in any daring cause . 

"only a _private :- and wh o will care 
When~ may pass away ,-

Or ho ~, or why I perish , or where 
I mix with the common cay? 

They will fill my e~pty place again , 
With another as bold and brave ; 

nd they'l l blot me out , er e the Aut1mn ra · n 
as freshened my nameless grave . 

Only a rivate :- it mat ters not , 
That i my d1ty well ; 

1hat all thro1g h a score of battles I fo 1ght , 
And then , lie a soldier , fel l ; 

1 e c ountry di ed for ,- n v er wil l heed 
~Iy a.nre !l.i tt ed claim; 

And hi tory cannot record the deed , 
For she n ver has as ed my name . 

nly a private; - and yet I know , 
Vhen I heard the r allying call , 

I was one of the very first to go , 
nd .••••• I ' m one of t he many who fall ; 

1t , ash r e ~ lie , tis sweet to f eel , 
That my honor 1 s witho1t a stain ;-

That ~ only fo1ght for my Country ' s weal , 
nd not ·or glory or ga i n . 

nly a private ; - yet e who reads 
hroa.gh the gu ises of the heart , 

oo snot on the splendor of the de eds , 
1t the way we do oa.r par t ; 

nd when He shall taKe 1s b y the hand , 
And 01r small serv ice own , 

Ther 1 11 a glorious band of priva tes etand 
As victors roa.na th e t hrone . n ( 9) 

'urther in the book one finds the pe ~sonal note again 

in a sonnet t o Virginia . in which ;ar garet grasps the native 

element in a more distinctive manner : 

Grandly thou f i llest the world ' s eye t oday , 
~~ pro ud - irginia ! When the gage as thrown-
1he dea ly gage of ba t tle- thou alone , 

•• Idem. pg . 4 - 49 
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trong i n thy self- c ontrol , didst stoop t o lay 
The ol i ve branch thereon , nd calmly pray 

•i e might have peace the r ther . hen the foe 
urned sco nfully upon thee ,- bade thee go , 

nd whi tle 1p his war- hounds , then- the way 
f d1ty fal l before thee ,- thou idst spring 

Into the center of the martial ring-
hy brave olood ooiling , and thy gl rio1s eye , 

hot with heroic fire , and swear t o claim 
ubli est victory in God ' s own name ,-

r , wr pp ed in robes of maryyrdom ,- t o die ! ( 1 ) 

ff our years later i n 1870 ·rs . r es ton published her 

third volume , a collection of v erse , wh ich she called 

Old~ and iew . .J.:he book was not received with an.v 

enth1siasm by the p ople of her own state , and vas utter y 

i gnored by the press of the state though welc omed e se here . 

I don ' t thin t hr ee line were ever printed in 
Virginia in notice of Old Son~ and -~e , no t 
exc l1ding our l ocal paper in ex ing ton . ( 11) 

'he reason for this neglec t is c ert a inly not the quality of 

the verse , for s imilar works from he pen had been v e c orned 

by magaz i ne publishers , and her boo five years later w s 

sold out i n the first ed ition and a second publ i shed . 

One r eason was undoubtedly the p oorness of the people who 

were still feeling the effect of the war ' s d struction. 

Colonel rest on hir elf will serve as a pictu.re of t h is : 

Jy hu.sband , who h s never nown what it was to have 
p ecinairy difficulties , always aving as mu.ch a sh 
wantvd fo r his u.nambitiou.s way of living , now shares 
the g n •r al trou.bles . hrough shrinkages , and 
fa i lures , and what not , miserable delinquinc ies ofi 
the part of d btors , his income has q1it e failed f or 
a c oa.ple of years . ' 1he property that was a ways t o 
yield a c omfort able i ncome of ~?4 , 000 a year , this 
past year c osts him :.:, 70 ou.t of poc et , and brings 
in of c ou.rse not a cent • •••• e sold piec e of 
property the other day to p ay other peo es ward bts , 
every cent of the proceeds being dropped into that ho e ( 2 ) 

10 •• I dem. pg . 76 
11 •• ett r of argaret J . Prest on to P . 3 . ayne , Jan . 19 , 18 72 
12 •• I dem. ,..arc h 1 , 1878 
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rs . reston herself did not feel th~t the poverty of 

th state was the ain reason for the neglect of her works . 

In 1 tter to aul Ha~ ilton Hayne she intioates that the 

indif er nee to l iterature produced in the outh , and the 

feeling that no g ood t hing could come out of the outh , w s 

the r eason for the lack of a reading public. 

I 1tterly despair of the outhern edito s lendi ng 
the aid o~ their little fing r to the advancement 
of home litera ture . ~ven r . and rowne . does not . 

nd will not do it . I have been trying r ec ently 
to help int o circ1lation '· liss •cGill ' s novels , and 
c ould not persu de one . ichmonu edito to lenf. me 
coulmn in which to do it . There is not one co~ mn 
in 01r tate open to literat1re , or lit erary / 
criticism . except my friend Gordon \foCabe of 
:P et rs b 1r g • ( 13) 

nether letter of hers to Hayne further sugg este that the 

neglect was not due ta ny disl i ke for her works : 

In writing for ~rron opes ' paper , I did not 
attempt critic\sm in the pr op er sense- only 
wanted to let irg inians know how • Hayne is 
regarded elsewh ere . nd to show them tha t in 
being ignor nt of 1 gends and lyr ics , they are 
behind the age . (14 ) 

nayne was not so mild in his e res ~ion : 

e t me fran ly c onfess that what you have communicated 
to me in regard to t he stolid ap athy of t he Virginia 
public , d the Vi rgini a press has s1r rised me . 

hat ! b1t one or two notices of ld Song and l ew 
in all th e v ast compa s of the Old Dom i nion ! 
he fact i s simply disgracef1l and it disgusts a 

person to thin of it . After all dear friend , is 
it not too moarnf1lly trae . that oar t hrice 
anfortanate section of people owe m1ch of their 
present h1miliation , misery , and slavish bondage , 
to t heir own short - sighted policy and wretched 
· aterialism in the past ? hey despised art , imag ina tion , 
lit erat1re , discouraged ev ery native aspirant after 
these things , and partl throagh literatare (think of 
Uncle 1om ' s abin) the d eath blow to their national 

13 •• Id m. 
14 •• Idem. 
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11 life :and fame was g iven . nd t hey are people who 
never learn , never take warning from past errors . 

o they s~em to be to mee doomed . "Ephriam hath 
t:i.rned to his i dols . ,et him alone . " ( 15) 

Old~ a nd New i s divided into f ive part s , according 

to the nature of the subject matter . It opens with s tor ies 

from the Old Testament , then fr om the Greeks , a col ection 

of balla ds and verse , a gro up of sonnets , and c loses with 

verses dealing wi th tories from the Hew .J. estament . 

In the stories fr om the Old Test ament she c hose incidents 

little known to any but a fair st:ident of the Bible . 

n of the more familiar s:ibj ects is the story of Jepthah 

offer ing his d ughter in sacrifice . The poem is called , 

n11ne Da:ight r of the Gilead i te .'1 and begins with the lead ers 

of srael d eciding t o call home Jepthah whom they have 

banished . It pic tures the eag erness of the yo ung warrior 

when he receives the samrnons home , and hi eagerness to 

re eem hi s name by saving the na tion which has mistreated him. 

The army i s assembled and greets it new general with 

wild enth:is i asm . The battle of the morrow will free their 

land from the yoke of the invader who ravages their co:intry . 

Before the battle the host is as sembled to sacrif ice to t he 

Lord . The sacrifice is regard u p artly as a peti tion for 

success in battle nd partly as a lucky omen whic h wil 

bring disaster if it is omitted . It makes a strong appea 

to the imag inati on 0£ t he so l diers and increas es the ir 

c onf i dence in the nJw leader . Under the influ.ence of t he 

mo~nting enth1siasm , Jepthah ta es the fatal vow: 

15 •• Le t ter of P •• Hayne to 1. J .Preston , Jan1ary 24 , 872 . 
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If Thoa del iver our enemies 
Up to my sword till they be destroyed , 
Even to the . uttermost ,- then shall it be 

hat what so ev er cometh from my doors 
o meet me , when I do r eturn in peace , 
hall be a whole burnt of£ering to the Lord . (16) 

ucces comes to the ar my , city aft er c ity is t aken . he joy 

of the land i s shown indirect ly by its effect upon the old 

en within whose memory t here has been no happy years : 

nd he rts that sc rc e had ever nown a j oy , 
ift ed , as lifts the heavy- headed gr a in 
t tidings of the coming of the wind . 

1he ancient men for whom all hope had ashened 
Into the piteo usnes s of gr y despair 
That nursed no ember of better days to be , 

hrou h g l dnes s rent their garments . (17) 

Ther e are six t y three poems in the vol ume h ich are not 

listvd as deal ing with Gree or i ble history , and of these 

only t wo c an be said to deal v:i th s ::tb j ec t s near at hand . 

ne of these is , "Th e Color Jjearer , n whic h i s evidently a 

story of t he recent war . In the c harge th e colo r bearer 

is a hot down ; the c ol ors are gr asped by the young est member 

of the company who li l ts the head of the f Q l en comrade to 

see wh o it was . Disc overing it is his brother he auses 

amid the busting shells long enough to dream of his bereaved 

mother whose heart will break with the news of her loss . 

rhe c ptain ro uses his f rom his rev erie , nd t her e breaks 

fr om his lips th e hero ic f orgetfulness of mother , brother , 

and self : 

Go help me sir , I ' ll bear this fag 
To victory , or to d eath. ( 18 ) 

He re st1mes ~he charge , leads t he men in a despera te rally , 

16 •• 0ld Song a nd ~ew , Margaret J . Pr est on , p 0 • 29 
17 • • I d em . pg . 29 - 30 
18 • • Idem . pg . 14 
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falls wi th a shat tered arm , d i scovering i t is merely his left 

he lifts the col ors with his ood right arm and continues 

the charge u.ntil he is shot down . fter t he batt e t hey 

are u.nable to rel ease the c ol ors from his grasp . 

he other p oem whi c h h i nt s a t a l ocal se t ting is the 

"Complaint of ant Clau.s " Th is desc r i bes the old man as 

feeling t h t he m:is t be get ting old bec a!lse the children have 

become to o sophistic a ted to be ieve in him any longer . 

l y frolics ome boys a nd g i rls 

ave grown so nowing they dare to say
~hese Protestants wise and small-

That all saints dec eive , and they don ' t bel i eve 
In a ·ant Claas a t all . 

h me ! ' Tis a fatefu.l somd to hear ; 
' is gall in my was sa i l c 1p : 

nhe darlingi:: I ' ve spoiled , so wr ou.ght for and t oiled 
' h e c h i ldren have g iven me u.p . 

y heart is broken ; - I ' l l brea my p i pe , 
And my tin l i ng team may go , 

nd b!lry my sledge on the trackless edge 
Of a L pland waste of snow . 

y u.sel ss pac wil l fling away , 
And in Ger many ' s forests hoar , 

~rom the i cy steep I wil plu.ng e leag ues deep , 
And nev er be heard of more . {19 ) 

If t here had be n any dou.bt in the minds of Mrs . Preston ' s 

read~rs as to %im her i deal of b ea:ity , it mu.st have been 

u ispelled by the appearance of her next volnme , eattoons , 

i n 187 . The whole first half of the boo is devoted to 

poems of the far distant p ast . These she entitles , "From 

the i ves of the Old viasters . " In thi s s ection of the book 

she a op t s the ~u.se of obert rowning of ma ing her 

1 •• Idem . pg . 169 
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char cters reveal themselves through their s peec h . -ost 

of these are dramatic monolog1es , but the opening poem is a 

d i a l ogae between ~eonardo da inci and Francesco iacomo . 

Leonar do i s painting the portrait of his wife , ona Liza ; 

nd the foar y e rs delay in completing it irks the h1sband 

who i s eager to have i t for a festival and judges that it 

i act1a lly fini shed . Leonardo r evels his artistic aims : 

Done? Nothing t hat my pencil ev er touc hes i 
Is wnolly done . Ther e ' s some evas ive grace 

lways beyond , wh ic h still I f ail to reach , 
s heretofore , I ' ve failed to hold and f ix 

Yo1r ona Jisa ' s changefal lovel i ness . 
Why t hink of it my lord . Here ' s Nature ' s se f 
r as pa tient wrought these two- and- twent y years , 
With subtlest t ransmut a tions , ma ing her 
Yo1r pr ide , the pride of ~lorenc e and - my despair . ( 20 ) 

Ay , have it ,- have it , an you will 
In se son for your gusts , betwixt their c1ps , 
· 1 0 S:ml its lac · . I marvel yo 1 sho:ild fail 
To not its incomplet eness ! Why this flesh 
Yoald pulsat e else ; this lash betray a dropp 
Un ~r full gaz e- these p earls wo uld ebb and flo~ 
1'/i th every rippling lapse of tided breath , 

trand on the whi t e b euc ing of her t hroat ! 
ut have the panel fil l ed (if tnat ' s the p oint ) , 
nd barter , for one night ' s fresh novelty , 
n immortality of lovel iness 

i! or 1>.L ona. :. isa; sinc e , once c ·- rried hence , 
dy br2sh shall never touch the canvas more . ( 21 ) 

In a different vein is "'i'he Legend of the 1/oodpecker" 

a Norwegian t radition : 

' er the firewood trenc her the hori ewife bent , 
·• i th bare arms nead ing the barley brea : 
nd her eyes to the p th oft wand ring went , 

That down to the F iord leo . 

2 •• artoons , Mar garet J . Preston , p g 14. 
21 •• Idem . pg . 16- 17 
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" H is late : no boat i n the off i ng yet ; 
ry loaf will be brown as a p i ne- tree c one ,' 
he m11ttered with peev ish :irne and fret , 

s she heated the ba~i ng- stone . 

no n at t he d oor a Knock vas heard ; 
nu 01t i n the gloami ng clear and e en , 

In w 11- worn mantle of lynx- skin ft1r ed , 
Was a sh i vering traveler seen . 

Oatstretching his frost - pinched palm , he spake 
11~ or t he l ove of od . b i t of do 11gh , 

Now 1 yon t he h rth for me and ba e , " 
n shame d to say him No 

mi e ly morsel the · neader chose , 
na as in her hand it mo1ld d lay , 
- s1dd0n it sp ead , ands ,ellea , an d ro se , 

~ill it c overed the neading t ray . 

iJay- her is too mticn : " and she roll a piece 
Li e a. c tirl ew ' s eg : b!.l.t , as qu.ic qs;t hought . 
It overran with its strange increase 

~et ble on •hich s he w ought . 

11 ' ! his will s:iff ice ! " sne cr ie . na then , 
ho 0sing what l ightly an ac vrn cap 

Iignt c ar y , she shape it : l o , again 
It grew to an a mf t1l 1p . 

"Besh.rew th e ! " she flashed , and her c hee · 
s he crims on cap : " IT or great , nor s mal 

Be any t ne loaf bestowed tonight , 
My Olds en and eep all ! " 

axe d bright 

hen sternly the wayfarer c·hod e : 11 •ven tho:igh 
1hot1 hadst more tha n tittermost need stifficed , 

No crumb ha th t hy g ee a to g ive : ow kno w 
'he b gPar who p leads is- Chri~t 

' To the doom dee.re , thee thencefo th har : 
·nhj ' oo • as a bi a ( from t hy k i nd ac c :irst ) , 
' Oll nal t p a inf 1lly see k ' t wi x t wood a nd bark , 

n sav when i t rains , shalt thirst . n ( 22) 

n e sec ond p ·• t of Cartoons i s ent i t led "From t be Life 

ociay . r If anyone imag ined this to be a collec tion of 

01thern poe s r d olent with the atmosphere of t he i nes , 
17,, {,t)a S 

magnolia , an .rho odendron , "t .l::yiy wt'flt e sp e d i ly di i l t1.si oned . 

22 •• I em. pp . 11 - 121 
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f t hese stories , five of the first s ix d eal with ev nts in 

E:i ope : "The Hero of the Comn111ne , 11 n In an Eas tern Bazaarn 

" lpenglow1: "~ ossel , 11 " oliloqa.y in the Vatican , " On y 

foar in he secti on deal with themes gathered from the liv es 

of the people among whom she l ived . '.2hese fo:i.r dea with 

the final words , or th e memories of fo:1.r men t ntimatel.y 

connected with the lif e of irg ini a . 

he first of the e , "Gone ll1 oreward , " was wri tten to 

commemorate the fin 1 words of Gen al :. obert E • .1 ee , 

11 ] 1 0 ewa d ! Let th t ent be str'..lc k ! " .'1rs . Prest on wrote to 

aal amilton Hayne tha t t e last act of the General was to 

call on Colon 1 reston : 

The last t i .. e he was oa.t was to call and see Col . 
r est on who had been accid nt lly woa.nded slight ly 

when h nting . " ( 23 ) 

Yes , "Let the tent be str:1e : " t'lictorioas morning 
hroa.gh every crevice flashes in a day 

vagnificent bey ond all earth ' s adorning : 
he night is ove ; wh erefore s hoald he stay? 
nd wherefore shoald oar vo i ces ch oke to say , 

"'.rhe General has gone foreward!I? 

Life ' s f oaghten fiel not opce behel sarrend er; 
B:i.t with so.perb en urance , present , past , 

O:ir pure ommander , l o ty , simple , tender , 
hroo.gh good , throagh ill , held hi s hi .)h pa.r pose fast , 

We it).g his armor spotless- till at 11:1.st , 
eath gave the final , 1rForeward . n 

11 hearts gr ew sa.dden palsied : Yet what said he 
'1:h:is sa.mmoned? "T;et the tent be stru.ck! " For Mhen 

id call of duty fail to "ind him ready 
Nobly to do his wor in sight of men , 
F or God ' s and for his c o~ntry ' s sake- and then . 

To watch , wa it . or go f ore~ard? (24) 

Another of t he plBms d~aling with ou.thern themes 

commemorates the f inal words of her brother- in- law 

23 •• Letter of I. J .Pres ton to P . H. Hayn e , November 2 , 1870 
24 •. Ca toons , Jargaret J . reston , pg . 180- 81 
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General ~homas J. ( Stonewall) J ac ks on . " ~et :.1s ast over the 

river and rest 11nder the shade of the trees . n (25) 

Another of these p oems , nThrot1gh the ass , " ha s been 

mu.c h q1oted , and emb oeies the f inal req11est of Commod ore 

atthew ont a ine 1.a:.1ry t ha t after his death the body shou.ld 

be borne throagh Gos hen ~ass , near Lex ington , while the 

rhododen ron was in full bloom . 

11 Home- bear me home at last , n he said , 
"And lay me where my dead are lying , 

u.t not wile SKi es are overspr ead , 
And mo11rnf1l wint r y winds are sigh ine . 

"Wait till the royal m rc h of ring 
Carpets yo1r mo11ntain fastness over ,

'ill chattering birds are on the wing , 
And buzzing bees are in the clover . 

nwa it till the lau.rel bursts it s buds , 
And creeping ivy f l ings its grace,_, 

boat the lic hen 1 d roes , and fo ods 
Of s1nshine f ill the shady p l ac es . 

11 hen when the s ky . the air . th e gras , 
weet nat11 e all , is glad and tend er , 

hen bear me t hough ' The Goshen · as s ' 
Am i d its f lu.sh of ay- day splendor . u ( 26) 

fter one has waded throagh poem after poem associated 

with far away nam sand plac es , one t11rns with eagerness 

to ·Ir • restons next vo l rune of verse , Colonia.l Ballads 

piblished in 1 87 . he eight years immediately prece/ ding 

its pt1bl icat ion have be en t ermed "The ra of ' ou.thern Theme s 
(2~) 

and riters . " D:iring this time Irwin .11ssell of ~ississippi 

had opened the new provinc e t o American it e r a ture with his 

s il f :il -lineation of the · egro . Joel handler Harris had 

mad his Uncle .. em:is the only Negro character in literature . 

2 5 •• I d em . pg . 18 2 .2. 'l y 
2 6 • • Idem . pp . 189- O - s /lfC& I ,-10, ,F-J. • ~/1-.fi!.<_, )7t 
,J,1/-- #ftcfl.JC,f'J /...116-/(1fTu/(C ~/ -

I \ 
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i ss ~ urf ree , bett er known as harl es 'o-b ert Cr ad d oc k had 

beg un her SKetc he of t he i ll itera t e p eople in t he mount a i ns 

o n Tenness ee . I t was t he day in whi c h writ ers to.rn ed t ::> tae 

egro , the man of the mount i ns , the ~r eoles , t he moon~h iners , 

and t he " Georg i a Gr ae e s , n a s t he romantic e ement in t he 

l i fe o t he out h . n e t tirns to t he "Col onial rial l ads" of 

rs . Pres ton with ~ome eag ernees t o discov er her cont r ibution 

to out hern l it rat1re . 

':i: he op ning po em is " Th e yst ery of Cro a t an" , bas ed on 

t h e inci ent whic he s fi r e t he i mag ination of a l l l overs 

o hi s tory : t he fa t e of irgini a Da r e , the fi r st =nglish 

c h i ld born on m r i ca n s o il . Th e set t ing of t he p oem is 

the return of t he s h i p s to England ~ ith the prom i s e t hey 

wi ll r eto.rn in the s pr i ng . he people re~el a t be i ng lef~ 

s ay ing t hey wi ll s t·· rv e bef ore , ay : 

ir -ichard l eas ed his h el m, a nd stretched 
Imp at· ent han ds abr oad : 

" Hav e ye no trust in man?" he cried 
'Have y e n o f i t h in God ? 

11 Yo:ir Gov ernor goes a s ne eds he mus t , 
To b ar t hro ugh royal grac e , 

Hither , s uc h f ood- supply , t hat want 
ay n ev er blenc h a fac e . 

1 0f fr ees t c hoice ye wil led t o l eave 
What so y e had of ea~e ; 

£ Or n e i ther s t vSS of l ed:g e or law 
Hath forced y o u ov er s eas . 

"Your gov ernor ) eav es fa ir hos t ag es 
As cost l i es t p l edge of c are-

i s da ught er y onder , and her c h i ld , 
Th e c i ld Virg inia a re . (27) 

One can q1icKly see that this is not g o ing to be a poem 

so l ving the 11 · y stery of ro a t an 11 , nor i it to cont ribut e 

27 •• Colonai l Ball ads , 1ar garet J . Pres ton , pg . 23- 24 

/ b 
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cy new thing to the era of Sou.t hern themes . fh ile it 

selects a s!lbj~ct near a t hand . it i 0parts to that Sll.b )ect 

nothing wh ic h wou.ld disting !lish it from her :poem on the 

early life of Abrecht Du.rer : 

Nay f a t her . ' tis wear y day by day 
I n st ones and in metals to work away 

t t he g oldsmith ' s t ] res ome trade" 

A ' tir some tra e ! ' I ' d have the e ~no 
nat silver and gold are p recio11s t h ings 
nd th gems we cu.t a r e gems f or k ing 
o we r in their cr owns-

r, 11t 1' ather he a r • ihoa ev er hast been so ind an dear 
hat now am bold to as what yet 

nevvr v ent1red- that t hou wouldst le t 
1.Ie f llow my bent ; I or .J. wo u.ld paint 

ict!lres of many and many a s a int 
F or the shr i n es where people kneel ; and when 
I come to be famous . f a ther . t hen 
' 'ny hart will fl at ter with inward joy 
11 0 thin1 that tne paint r is thy boy . ( 28} 

In neither of thes e do es ther e app ear a t o u.c h that is 

na tiv e to the t wo places s o far removed . With t he shift 

of tit les . one might supp os e t hat the poem mi 0 ht be the 

" liiyst ery of r oat an 11 and the crowns made for t he Indians . 

Clea rly t n e l it et a t!lr e of the New ~cu.th fai ed to make its 

i mpres s ion a.p en the mind of Mr s . · r es t on. 

28 •• Idem. pg 23 - - 6 

I i 
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CH TJ!j 

0 TURE 

or nyon e t o r i~l.v tmders t nd Sont her n it er a ture 

i t i s nec essary to eep in mind a seemingly trivi 1 f act . 

That f ct is t a t in t he y e r 183~ which brought to l i ght 

the Iew England ch ool of p oet s 1 t here occ :irr ed in t he 

ena te t he f amous deb ate bej t ween 

. ob er t rlayne of bonth arol ina . 

n iel n ebs t er a nd 

he subs tanc e of t h at 

debat e may be exp r essed i n the words of Webs t er : 

I under s t and t he ho no r ble gent lemen f rom So :ith 
Car ol ina to ma i nt in , t ha t it is the r ight of the 

t ate eg i s l a t ure s t o int erf er e , whenever , in the i r 
judgemen t , th is government t r anscends its consti
tut i onal r i ght s , and t o arr es t the operation of 
it s l aws . ( 1) 

The f i g ure of r ob ert ayn e s:ipp ort ing t h e doc trine of 

t ates · i ght s i s s ymb ol ic of the whol e outh whos e obsess i on 

wit h t ha t doctrine was v oi c ed on t e port i c o of ev er y 

plant a t ion home , a nd abs orb ed t he t ho ught and ene r g ies 

of t he wout hern people unt i l t he ques tion of s l av er y 

f :irnishe t he t est c use . Commenting on t his p er iod in t h e 

l i f e of the l d So ut h , Thomas iel s on age s ays : 

mher e was s :rl'f i cient poetry and wisdom delivered on 
t he p orticos a nd in the hall s of the out hern p eop l e 

1 •. Webster ' s 
Congres 

H yne , Januar y 26 , 1830 
d , 
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to h ve enric hed the age , had it been tr nsmitt ed into 
permanent f orm; b~t w nting both t he m;a ns and the 
inc l ination to p ut i t into abiding fo rm , t hey wer e 
waste i n discourse . or wer e spent in mere deb _te . (2} 

This condi tion led ano ~her t o dec l re : 

~he chi ef prod1c t of the ~011th was ch r cter . 
n the ' out h was r eally rtic1lat e only in 

or tor y . (3) 

hat t h is ora t ory was not mere "c oun try- store philosophy" 

may be inferred f r om t he f act tha t the So ut h was c onc erned 

t a her young men s hould have a g ood educ at j on . We have 

already ment i oned t hat in t he l itt le village of Lexingt on 

there wer e m i nt ined at the s ame t i me seven schools. a t 

le st three of whic h would today merit t he tit les of 

i ns t it11tions of highe r learning . ionrix~:rlli C. Alphonso 

mith in h i s outhern ' iterar y St ~dies s ys : 

Jos ph LeCon e , t he great geolog ist , in his rec ent 
1tob iogr ph • rel a t es t hat he lear ne tr om the l i ps 

of a · out h 0ar ol ina planter his first lessons in 
evol1tion long befor ~arwin had p 1bl ish ed his 
first wor • ( 4 ) 

1 rom the ab ove desc ription of t he ora toric al 011t h it is 

not a f a r jrunp to the sentiment s of man qa.oted by Ph ilip 

P e ndleton Coo ke i n a ett er : 

Wh do yo1 t h in of a friend of mine , a most v e uab e 
nd wor t hy , nd hard- r iding one . s aying g rave y t o 

me a short time ago- "I wo a.ldn ' t waste my time on a 
~ - ~,- t h i ng l i e poetry_. You might make y ou.rs elf 
with al l you sense and judgement , a usef ~l man in 
settl i ng neighborhood dispates nd diffic1lt ies ." ( 5 ) 

2 •• 1 he Old · oath . Thomas ~elson age , pg . 64 
3 •• cr-ssic Amerio ns . ii . S. Canby , pg . 303 
4 • • outhern ~iterary ~t~dies , C. A. Sm it h , pg . 54 
5 •• Idem. uo t ing letter of Coo .Ke , pg . 50 . 
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1he outhern itera.ry n,iesseng ~r in 1839 compl - ined 

that the people of the outh were ut terly indiffe rent to 

literary wor s of any kind , and felt that works of value 
'l:hey assert 

were ignored completely . / That this attitude has developed 

within the recent past , nd is in direc t contrast to the 

r esp ec t formerly paid to anyone who wr ote : 

Thirty ye rs ago i t was an e sy t a s in our country 
to make a poetical reput ation . few metrical 
compositions thrown together into thin misshapen 
volrune were uite s uffic ient to fo r m a halo . or 
weave a garland , for the brows of ny infat2ated 
yollng person , who l i ke l.iray 1 s "moping owl 11 , t ook 
solit ary satisfaction in comp aining t o t he moon . (6) 

uc h of the i ou.ther n i ndifferenc e to l it erature my 

~ be attrib1ted to th~t sym olic fug ure of H yne defending 

the theor y of states ri gh t s . That momeht ous deb te on the 

flo or of the enate was the opening cannon of a struggle 

that w s to end only on the field of Appomattox . In the 

s t r uggle the South was more and more thrown upon her own 

resoa.rc es , and cut off f r om outside infl uenc es . In the 

defense of her indus trial system , built on slav ery , the 

most useful ,e·pons were oratory and statesm nship , a nd 

perf0rce literatur e w s driven i nto the bac grou.nd . 

~here were ot her reasons f or this neglec t . 

perhaps best Sl.llD.IIl. eo u.p as : 

hey are 

1 •. ' 1he people of t ne Sou.th were an gric1lt11ral 
people , widely diffu.se , and lac ~ing the s t im1lu.s 
of immediate mental contact . 

2 • • The absenc e oi c ities , which i n the histo r y of 
literary life have prooved literary fo c i essenti _ 
for its produ.cti on , and the want of publ i shing 
houses in the South • 

• • O1.1 t hern .L iter y .1,•e s senger , Vol V, no . IX pg. 573 
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3 •• The bsence of a reading public in t he Sou.th 
for Americ a n authors , due in part to the conserv2tism 
CI t n ' 01thern people . (7) 

This absenc e of interes in things pertaining to 

lit er tu.r e es not m~t that t h ere wer e not many people 

in the ::i 01th who s pons ored the c as e of wr i ting . "here 

wer e als sever ~ l maga zines s pe~i4li z ing in the writ ings 

of oathern people . 1he ar liest of these magazines was 

est blished in At1g1st 

1834 . The avowed pllrp o e or the paper to stim1late the 

rt of writing i exp r es ed int e fir t issue . 

In issaing the fir t numb er of: the Souther n Literary 
· s s egn er the pa lisher hopes t be e~~~sed for 
inserting a few passag es from tpe letters of several 
eminent literary men , whi ch he has h~a the pleasure 
to receive , approving in very f l a tteri.ng t erms th e 
proposed public a tion . Whilst the sentiments 
contained i n these extracts il lu. tr~te the generous 
an enlightened sp irit of their aathors , t hey ou.ght 
to stimulate the pride a nd gen i us ot the Sou.th , and 
a~a~en from its l ong s l umber the literary exertions 
of this p rt of the e ou.ntry . he p 11blisher conf id ently 
believes t hat such will be the eff ect . ( 8 ) 

It is und rstood tha t the first n:imber of t he 
~esseng er will be sent f orth by the publisher s 
a ind of pioneer , to spy out the land of promise 

nd to report whether the am e be fr~itf1l or 
barren -befor e her s olves up on fu.tare action . 
It would b v mortif ying discovery if i nst ead of 
~ indnes~ nd go odwill ~e shoilld be r epu.l ~e by t he 
coldnes nd negl ect o a - irgini u pablic . undreds 
of s:ic h productions thrive and prosper north of the 
· atom c , •••• s all not one be s:.ipported by the 
w1o l e oath? - - (9) 

The p · t i otic e~ .... ampl e of the Mes enger was follow ed by 

other grou.ps . ' ev eral mag azines were est blished in the 

cu.th in the years immedi tely prect ing the War Between 

7 •• The ld Saa.th , hos . N. •ge , p g . 59 
8 •• Soilthern .Lit e.rar.v 1essenger , Vol. I . g . 1 

• • I em . pg . 1- 2 
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the ' t tes . ne of these w s ussell ' s agazine , started 

in Charleston ' ou. t C rol ina , and edited by ul Hamilt on 
f1?ftl/ 1S~c>~ 

Hayne , from its first nrunb er in April 1857 11ntil its.,, d ~ h 

in 1~6 . One i s str11c by the intensity of the 011thern 

note i n the first numb er of this magazine : 

We offer tne p11bl ic with this 01r •irst n11mber 
another d ository for bouthern geni11s , and a new 
i ncentive , s we hope for it s existence . We a s 
yo1r a i d for the establishment of on e more (magazine ) 
for southern opinion and out hern feeling . They can 
fi nd no expression broad . ~hey have few opportuni
ties at home . A few ye~rs go ydney mith sneered 
at merican Li tera ture . ~he North was ind ignant
B2t now the ilorth h s turned sneerer and sn; ers a t 

011thern Lit erat1r~ . O11r turn may c ome next , who 
· nows ? ~v ~ry do g has his day . If t he currish luck 
of tie North flourishes now , the canine luc k of the 

011th my prosper at some f2ture period . (10 ) 

There wer e many other periodicals in the bouth devoted 

to the cause of outhern lett ers . ome of these s11rvived 

the ar . 11 of them ee e out a prec ar io11s existence 

beca11se of the indifference of the pe ople t o literature i n 

gen e al . R:1.s sell ' s 1agaz ine se ems to speak for them all 

when , only after a years existence . they attack the 

att it 1de o · t e people ;.1;h om tney des ire to s erve : 

It is mournful , desolat ing apa thy that we deplo re
that ~retc he d listles ness , witho ut discontent , as 
withont will , that l eaves the mind and ge n i11s of 
a people in c omplet~ beyance : 

Li e that fa t weed 
That hugs itself at ea e b es i d v ~ethe ' s wh rf 

hat not only knows nothing , b~t sees not hing from 
hope , a dvent1re , art , o_ enterprise ; tha t s u.ggishl.v 
drops besidv the morass , and sks no higher privilege 
from fate than the f r e :ient wall ow t once in the 

:inshine and the bog . ( l ) 

1 • . _ ssell ' s Lag azine , Vol. I , pg . 83 
11 • • Idem . Vol III , No. 3 , pg . 

) 
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" hese magazines ma e no defini t e statement as to the 

natare of the literatare which the y wish to promote . 

ot h er than it shall be ou.thern. y inference we ga ther 

that t heir d efin tion of ou.th ern wo uld be articles by 

pe ople living in the ou.th . at l east this would seem to 

be the attitude of u.ssell ' s . when t hey t ake excep tion to 

a n article app earing in The Sou.t hern Cit i zen of ~noxville , 

enn es ee , which i edited by John 11i tc hell . They u.ote 

a section of the article wi t h evident disg u.st at su.c 

senticents : 

11 mer i can Literat1re up to t he present time , in 
tone , p i ri t , body , hea rt and soul is Brit i sh • 
.B ancroft and resc ott write our hi s t ories with 

1nglis h pens and in an 'ng lish accent . ~ongfell ow' s 
p oems may b e on American s u.bj ects in ori g i nal meter , 
bu.t they are adorne wit h English s ent im ent s . a nd 
mod es of t h ought . It i s all a n ec ho- heresa.y- . 
rhere i s no merican Lit er a t1re . (12) 

The effort s of t he magazines to p romote writ i ng in 

he out h end ed with t he ar . Even the outhern Literary 

~essenger was forced out of is su. e a year before t he end 

of t he str:iggle . 

ar garet J u.n in ? re s ton s e ems not to hav e been a ctively 

a oc i a te d with t £1is a ttemp t t o su u.r t he Sou.t hern p en int o 

act i v i t y . Ther e a re r ec o ds of h er writ i ng poems f or t h ese 

maga z ines at t he reques t of the p u.bl i shers ; bu.t there does 

not app ear any gre at amoi t ion on he r part to p romote 

lit er a t r e in t he ~out h until a f ter t he t u.ggl e had been 

ov er f or sev :ca l ,Y e ars . ? er ap s t i: e y ear 1868 may be 

p oint ed out as t n e or igin of h er d es i e to s ponso r t he 

12 •• I dem. Vol . I I g . 2 76 ecember 18 57 
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embryonic literature of the ~011thern states . In this year 

bega n her fr i endsh i p with xa1l ITamilt on Hayne of v eor_ia , 

who , out of admiration for her v erse , w ote to her 
( 13) 

comm n ing her . 11 en ius a nd of t y patriot i sm . 11 This was 

the beg inri ng of a l iterary friendship which lasted for 
I 

eighteen year . antil ayne s death . ~hey never met , bat 
,.., 

felt t 11 e s elv es allies in a comm on ca11se- that o.;..· st t rring 

the p eople of t he ..iou.th to an appreci ation of literatare . 

llr . eston t elt that she was heavily handicapp ed 

by her weak ey es , and t he mnltitudinons hoasehold bnrdens 

1 1hich she ' elt it her daty to p erf orm. 

'rom my earliest years I ha ve had only a l i , iteu u.se 
of my eyes . v erc.t11dy an an excess i ve c evotion t o 
drawin stra ined my optic n erve , o m11cc ~~ . i n my 
y 11ng day , an:L there were ten years of my life 

a.ring whi c h nev e .r ead a single vd>lll.me . Hi th in 
three or fo1r years I ha ve been able to 11se my eyes 
a ain pretty f reely in the t ayti Je . Beechenbrook 

wrote i n the darr , literall y , at night wi t ho11t a 
candle , for then L was anable t o even 1rite a 
let er wi ho11t s1ff ering . ( 14) 

l e t T, from tla ne to her gives a fair p i ctnr e of the 

t as s developing ll~ on her a s the hostes c of a hosp i t abl e 

S01thern home : 

I mlls t ex p es s my s arprise at the over vhelming tide 
of v isitors fro - ichmond , and the lower counties of 
Virgini a , tha t rush a ou tell me . to the Vall ey , 
anQ remain there in the l ap of plenty and f r iendship 
until t e advance of the fxost . even , e i ght . ten , 
and on one occ asion I think y oa informed f i fte en 
guests were staying i n ~011r house at the s ame ~eriod .(15 ) 

3nyr:p.e and raisin . p oetry and plldd i ngs . a esthet i cs 
i n the brain . and eat ables on the board . Ye gods of 
Olymp11s , what a conjunction of h eavenly planets , 
scintilating light , and e thly sirlo i ns steaming 
with an od.oroa.a haze . I " fig11 e yo 11 t o myself 11 • as 

1 •. Letter o . H. Hayne t o 
14 •. Letter of ~argaret J . 
15 •• Te t ter of P . H. Hayn e to 

·rs . r es t on , ec emb er 31 , 18 67 . 
r es t on to Hayne , ebr a ury 2 , 18 72 
rs . r es ton Janaar y 16 , 1873 

1 
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the ~rench say , flitting f rom the pantry to the drawing 
room , f rom the itchen (for am sa.re yoa. disda in 
not ti.rn itchen) to the ent · ance hall , or the dining 
room . I presume yoa.r powers of mental concentration , 
or rat her aostraction , ar e very g eat . ( 16) 

hat rs . reston did not consider her t ask one re uiring 

all of her time and attention i s pla i n from the letters 

she wrote to · ayne in the first years of their c ollaboration : 

I smile to my ~elf many a time on reading the letters 
o lite ary corresp onaents wh o 0 eem to i . agine that 
my days are evoted to literary pursui ts , and that the 
stylus i s my ap propria te symbol •••••.•• But 1 am not 
going to run a tilt , with usan Anthony as my c om eer 
against the existing orde r of things . I sc orn to see 
a woman , who confes ~es to even v ery posi tive literary 
proclivities , turn with c ont empt f rom , or negl ec t the 
proper~formance 01 a simple woman~ household duties. 
Let them c ome first , by al l her love f or hus band and 
children ; by all her self resp ect ; and i f a mar g in of 
time i left , then she may scribble that over , to her 
heats relief . ( 17) 

W:tth sa.c h an ambitious l'ro gram of hoa.sehol d t asks to be 

performed , one wonders what one woman wi t h over- s trained 

eyesight may be able to do in aiding the caus e of oathern 

let t ers . We may consider thetas · of ~riting several 

volumes of ver e an accompl ishment in it elf for one who 

places f' i.rs t her du.ty as mother a nd wife- and hos tess t o 

the multitide of visitors f rom " ~ ichmond and the l ower 

co11nties of Virginia. 11 

In addition to continaing her .uo t a of ve r se for t he 

struggl i ng maga zines of the ~on.th , she began to publ i sh 

reviews of boo ;:s which she f elt would be helpf :il to the young 

litera tti of the land . In this she seems to have had a 

double purpose , of stimulating yo g writers , and also of 

16 ;; Le tter of P . H. Hayn e t o U: . J . Pres t on , July 25 , 1870 
17 •• Letter of . J . r eston to . H. Hayne , July 11, 1869 
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promoting a reading p ublic which wo uld !:.irnis h a mar et 
the works of 

for / t hose who wrot e . It appears t hat she placed the 

more emphasis 1pon thi s latter part of her tas k. It is 

a generally accepted fact that the So uth had never been 

a f ertile fi eld for t he sale of books . We have already 

menti oned i n this chapter the he ro i c effo rts of patriotic 

p ~blishers to maint ain a dis t inct l y outhern magaz ine , and 

their dismal fail ures . 

fr . reston under to ok. 

'herefore it was no small task t hat 

Cons i dering her bl i ndness and the various t a s s of the 

h ome , it wo uld have been surprising i f she had read many 

boos . 1 0 as~rune t he t as of reviewi ng a.nder such c ondi tions 

be pea~s an int en e loyalty to her ca use . No r were t h ese 

reviews p r epared ·or only one or t wo magazines . In a letter 

t o ayne she mentions having sent a review of h i s p oSms to 
( 18) 

several magazines , and is preparing r evi ew s for others . 

In another letter to hi s he est imates her yearly 01tp1t of 
( 19) 

letters at four hundred . I n a scrapbook of hers we find 

p2bli sne reviews of two hundred t wenty t wo books , clip ed 
~20 ) . 

f rom ten p eriodicals . None of th~ s e were wr itten before 

18 78 , so that there must have be en nearl y a ma ny more 

in the ;en years betwe en thi s date xx and her first i nt imation 

of underta~ i ng t he t as . 

he New Eclectic ~agazine for ' ebr uar y 1870 carries a 

r evi ew by her of , Hen1·y r oft :tob i ns on 1 s Di ary and eminisc enc es 

18 •• etter of v. J . Pre ton to u . H. Hayne , J anaary 20 , 8 73 
1 •• I dem. April 10 , 1877 . 
2 •• crapbook , Ii ar garet . J . Preston , W. and L. , ibrar y 
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altnough the issue for November 186 had carried another 

notice of the sa e book . he does not feel t hat the firs t 

review did justice t o t he worth of the bo o~ and therefore 

sllillmitted the second whi c h was p1blished . 

s we conce ive the reading of this book to be 
provocative of literary c1l ture in the broadest sense 
and as we believe it calculated to stim11late a 
desire for more i ntimate acqqa intance with the h1ndreds 
of writers and bo oks mentioned in i t s pages ; therefore 
is it f or t he sa e of the 011t hern people wh o may 
need just thi s s p ecies of st i mulus , we propose such 
dipp ings i nto these volrunes as will incite the 
multitude of intellig ent and c 1lt~red readers 
of the New rclecticr to add this book to t he shelves 
of their libraries . (21) 

In the attempt to whet the appetite of these readers she 

give excerpts from , and incident s about the writ 'ngQ of 

Wordswo rth , cott , ' oa.they , .,amb , Coleridge , lake , 

rnold , Hia land , ' c hiller , Goethe , Herder , Paa.los , and 
22) 

chlegel . 

By ay of the same year she has broadened her prospectus 
ortt./ 

s ot at she reviews not a :)((:lne for the sa e of the though tful 

reader , but also f or the sake of the young ladies who may 

wish to write attractive letters . he review i s of the 

Life of h!ary : ussell Titf ord , and in s p eaking of her letters 

she says : 

~e recommenu t hem as models of graceful style to 
our young American ladies ; they wil~ do them mor e 
g ood than volumes of : adam de Sevigne . ( 23) 

In c ase she ay h ave cat1ght the attention of any of these 

merican bel es , s he add a great deal of informat ion 

contained in this life abot1t Rober t and ···11zabeth Browning , 

21 •• Lhe New Ec lectic , ebr2ary 1870 , pg . 221 Vol . VII 
22 •• Ibid . 
2r.• •• rde • i ·ay 187 , Vol. VII pg . 515 
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and lfred 11 ennys on . 

er j a. gement in the matte r of books seems to have be en 

h i ghly respected by the po.bl ishers of the maga zines . 

William and .browne , editor of the Soathern J.\Lagazine , wr ites 

to • IT . Hayne , who had as ed him to write a review of 

Hayne ' s ,eg en ·· s and rics : 

I receivea yesterday a very sympat het ic , ap _ reci at ive , 
and f:111 review of the boo from-.- s • .i..reston. It is 
probably even more strongly worde than am able 
( with t e same feelings) to write . \'/ oo.ld you not be 
as well please with this as with anything from my 
pen? ~rs . reston is amply qualified to jo.dge; 
her remarks evince jo.dg em ent as Jell as feeling ; 
and probably her name wo:1ld carry greater we ight 
than my own . (24) 

'here wer e other difficulti es , besides the intellectual 

inertia of the oo.t h , aga in t which ••rs . -'-res ton had uo 
struggle in aro:is ing a reading p:iblic . The people of the 

land felt t hat they were barely able to acc:1m:1late enough 

money to b:1y bread and meat , wit hout spending money on 

1 it er at a.re : 

It .is a tru.t h that s:1pply almost all exi ngton 
with books and magazines . Nobodv thins of baying , 
and it is necessary to · eep a list as in a circulating 
library . ne is s:ic h on a small scale . (2,6) 

In additi n to the p overty of the people , there was the 

pov erty of the magazines whic h c ou.ld not pay for the book 

reviews , thu · forcing her to contino.e er wo r solely as a 

l abor of love . In a letter to Hayne she c omplains aboo.t the 

lac k of appreciation of tne work of the reviewer , and 

receive the reply : 

Yo:i say" y the way it seems remarKable that this 
thing of criticism shoald g o so wholly :inrewarded" , 

24 •• Lett er of Wm • . and Brown to P . H. Hayne , 'ebra:iry 6 , 1872 . 
25 •• etter of , . J . Prestop to P . H. Hayne , Ju.ly 29 , 1878 
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and yo u ask my own exp erience in the matter , and 
my plan of reviewing books . i l: e .vou.rself I have 
very eldom received any remu.neration in mon ey 
for boo · notiQes , and also 11 e you.rself I g ive 
away JmmJ'. a great many volu.mes after reviewing . 
_ eviewing does not pay si~p ly beca1se the pu.blic is 
not interested in it . I review only HK in order 
to procu.re books I could not purchase . (2 6) 

Jrs . res ton did not confine her eff orts to reviewing 
C boo ks and writing ver e , for we find in her rapbook 

/I 

clippings from articles she had written on literat 1re as 

a profession. ne of these dated only by a ref erence to the 

fifteen- year eff ort of t he gouth to recover from t he r ar , 

discu. ses at some leng t h the u.nwill ingnes of the Southerner 

to adopt letters as an honorable p rofes sion . ome of her 

remar s abou.t the people of t he land are ca1s tic , but she 

bacK them 1p with the citation of facts which force one to 

agree with her p osit ion . Af ter citing hi s t Dry to proove that 

irg inia and bouth ~arol ina had the great es t c a1se to be 

prou.d of their anc estry , she c ontinues : 

'rhere it is not a a:at ter fo r ridic:ile , as it has come 
to b e t he fashion in some quarters to make it , 
tha t the early irgi nia colonist who prid ed themse ves 
on their good bl ood should have t ransmitt ed t he 
feeling to their c hildren : the absurdity i s , for 
their descendants to sati sfy themselv es with the 
fact , and b e c ontent to11 s11p on past reco J lections . 11 

•••••• These settlers brought habit s , t radi tion , 
and prejudic es wi th t h em tha t rule t he ir descendants 
in both thes e ominant states down to t he present 
onr . hey were largely drawn from class es to 

wh om manual labor had never been a neces s ity , 
n r the ma ing of their own daily bread a pressnre 
and ¥1ecessity . rnh ey f !lnd t hemselves in a land 
where l i ght exertion s ecared independence . ~he 
climate was genial and i mp o...,ed no heav b:irdens 
on them , as on the i nhab it ants of the Iew ngland 
an ~idle · tate •••. . .. spirit of distatte for 
wor ~ was t he na t!lral res1lt of this condition of 
thing , and it too soon became an inheritance which 
de ~cen e as s1rely to the children of the colonists 
as did t heir est ates won f rom the wilderness . 

1 e do not deny t hat a certain physical and ment al 

26 . Let ·i; er of •• ayne to ✓1 . J . reston , July 2 , 18 78 
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indol ence th:1.s indu.c ed has had a hll.rtf ul ef.t' ect 
on the ' oa.t h ern character . Vvh en the g oad of neces
sity is rer.,oved , when t he incen tive that leads men 
to aspire to t he att a inment of h i gher p os i tion is 
l ac .King , from the ver y fact that t hey are a s high 
as they care to be , c otTu.i :1.nities are not ap t t o 
tro:1.ble themselves with any sort of disc•ipl ine 
t a t call s for e ertion , restraint , and self - denial . 

'he predomina11t t as t es of t he boa.th wer e , f rom 
t h e beginning English , and an Englishman i s a rural 
animal to t he ver marrow o.Z his bones . He end::i.res 
cit ies , but h i s gree is t o l iv e on hi own and ; 
and if by good luc k the p ossess ion of h·s fi e ds can 
date back t o t he Norman thieves who l anded at Hasti ngs 
whom as -·merson says , "it took a g ood ma ny g ene rations 
to trim , comb , and per_t1me into g entlemen1' - so mu.c h 
greater the pride . Hhat 'nf l i shman of means oho s es 
to 1 i v e in i ver poo l , or .rl irmingham, or 11· a nch est er , 
or >.Jheff ield? r/ith this engrained tradition a nd 
pre j a.d i c e , t he first settlers of " irginia and Caro
lina , pa id little a t tention to the b uilding of towns 
and cit ies ; a nd to t his day all out - a nd- ou.t 

ou.therners ha v e a smothered c ontempt for hat they 
are pleased to c all th e valgar i ty o.i' towns . We know 
mu.ltit:1.de of planter wh o wou.ld feel stifled in a 
city , a d who , as a me:ne mat t er of pref er enc e , 
woald r at her have t heir old wooden mansions , wit h 
their to o of t en rickety v erandas , t han a f our- st or y 
brown- stone front . o own plantations s o l a r ~e tha t 
t he daily morning ride over them was a hearty~ days 
exerci e , was enoagh f or the masters of the old 
reg ime : to have scores , or h u.ndreds , of blac k x:rt±Emm: 
ret a iners , like feudal depe ndent s aro1nd him, was 
su.f iciently flattering to his self importance . 
To suc h men t he narrow limits of t own and c i t y 
wer e nothing bat dwarf ing . 

~his mode of li ·e , so free , so independent , 
so all ied to nature , has disadvantag es , from wh ic h 
t he whole bou.th s · t ers at this moment . It separated 
infl:i ential f · il ies ; it i .1pos ed spars e population; 
it eog ender ed a sp ir i t of over- weening s elf content ; 
it tended to a sent iment of hartfal exclasivenes 
it interfered with publ ic organ i zat ions f or t he 
g eneral good ; it kept l arge sc hools f rom being 
establ i hed; it di sc :iragea th e fo unding of 
col l ege s and :iniver ities and hosp it a sand 
asylu.ms ; it mad e ap.a inst the creat i on of literar y 
centers ; it segregat ed t he edac a ted and l i. t e r ar y men , 
and so rende r ed ineffective an i.nf laence wh ic h , i f 
massed mi ght have be en powerf D.1 . " 'rfhy" . t he :p lanter 
of for t y years ago wo n.ld as !{ , If~ hy take u.p on our s el ves 
t ile "t r ou.ble and expens e of fou.nding u.nivers iti es when 
the Horth has narvard and Yale and I assa:1. Rall t o 
wh ic we c a n send oar son . wn o are all t h e bet t er 
f or all t his exp erience abr oad?" : 1or u.ntil t he 

----------
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slavery agitation t oo k hold of the public mind , 
t here Wu S not the sli~htest objection to sen°ing 
boyQ north for their edacation . Lo ok over the 
old cat&logu.es of ~orthern coll eges , and the su.rprise 
will be to find how l arg ely t neir tadents iere from 
the Southern states . 1he same argument a nlied to 
literatu.re . ·'v en had the c.. isposition and ability 
not been wanting , vhy shou.ld the easy- going So2th 
0arolinian , Georgian , or irginian veY. his ease vith 
writing booKs , or printing magazines , or editing on 
any large sc al e ailt ne "spaperc? '.Che 1lorth had 
all the appl iances a t hand , a a could do it better , 
and woul d o it anyway ; and the i dea of competition 
wa a bother . 1e coulo not divtu.rb hi =picurean 
calm by comn iling even a spelling book ; Hoah \i ebster 
had done it . 'J.'lla t v1ou.ld s :iff i ce . ·.-, ill i m and ~.~ary 
co uld not be manned 11-e nrvard , so ~hy not be 
content with tie fo mer? J:IamJden idney could not 
compete wi th lrinceton , so where ' s the e of worr.v? 

u.i bona ? nd so they auntered on . (~ ) 
I t may se em a damaging a miss ion , and one that 

smacAS of ru. ' e old times , to say that it has been a 
wide~pread f eeling among ·outhern peopl e that the 
LOllowing of literature a s a proies ion has been 
considered u trifle effeminate . 

·· i.ingling with af1.'airs , or lo oking after his 
own cotton , rice , or t ob acc o f ields , would l eave 
him far wider margins f or the c.1.ltivation 0 1 his 
strong social instincts , and ado infinitely more 
to hi pecaniar import ance . nd then , Nas it not 
in the eye of al around him , voted more manly ? 

11 veasure g oods behind a counter" t he parents 
of ome wo:ild certainly have said . '' if .vo u m· st , 
bat leave the spinn ing of verses to j_rls , and the 
painting of pictures and the carrying of marb es t o 
those effeminate people i1ho have not theVI and sinew 
for man ' s work. !! 

It ha been undeniable t hat to be a po et only , 
to be an arti bt and no more , to be a sc1lptor , a 
flO Vel ist or essayist . a mere producer of pl ea sure for 
ot er people , as a trade , has not seemed t he hi ghest 
aim of manhoodto-the c ontracted vision of the 
boat erner . ( 2 7) 

fter spen ing much time in this article in reb1 cing the 

outh for their indol ence , and thei r loyalty to t he past , 

she s:1ggests that the signs of an intell ec tu.al a'"akening 

are asserting t emselves in a man~er which promises much 

2 7 . '; he i t erary rofes ion in the O11th" . . J .Pr es t on , 
crapbo o i n \ ashi ngton and ee .uibrary , pp . 1- 3 
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for the fa.tu.re . he does not ma e any att empt to say when 

the revival of literature will come to the 011th , or what 

will be its nature . 'he is positive only on the matter 

of the sureness of its arrival : 

bright and attractive fa.tu.re then , we believe is 
abou.t to open efore those of us who may hereaf ter 
g iv e themsel es to let te r ::. . Wi th the ass es ion of 
genius , which nat[lre has not made a matter of geogra- . 
phy ; with the fu.11 e quipment ~h ich a thor ou.gh cult[lee 
demands ; with the priceless i nheritance of the 
richest historic associations; with a marvelou.sly 
p icture qu.e pas t , whose local coloring i s t he fairest 
which this t ansatl antic land affords ; wit h the mater ial 
prosperity which in titie mu.st come ; 1J ith o t1r noble 
rivers , ou.r unop ened mines , ou varied and delicate 
c limates , ou.r great wold staples- cotton , toba cco , 
rice , and su.gar; ,•ii th the infl:.ix of new pop 11lations; 
with the stir and march and thunder of the times 
fillin~ur ears ; with the wealth and prosper ity that 
m~st g ive our ou.thland i ts proper place among the 
great brotherhood of stat es ,- r.1hat is there to hinder 
this wide vast Sou.th from ta ing its position as a 
leader in the wor ld of letters , as t he equ.al and p eer 
of the ~orth? ha t in the natare of t h ings this time 
wil l speeo ily come , we surel do bel ieve . (28) 

lthough fir . Preston does not state her own i eas 

as to the kind of writing that should be done to produce 

the much desired ~outhern literatu.re , we are able to 

deduce its nature from her fr iend h i p with Eaul Hamilt on 

ayne . Tho ugn these two f riends nev er met , they carried 

on a fre uent correspond ence f~r eighteen years . Bo th of 

t hem realized in the other a kindred spirit lon ing for the 

, outn to ass:nne he r rightfu.l place in the literary sun i ght . 

~rom their letters which we have already qu.oted it is 

evident t hat the first re uisite for t his literature was t hat 

the writer sho~ld b5'rom , and of , the Old outh . Therefore 

26 •• Ibid . pg . 3 
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we hear so m1ch a oo ut the c a.l ta.re of the land , t he 

intellect of it s people , and the t adi tion which hinder 

its young people from choo ing literatu.re as a professi on . 

The econ re qa.isite would appear to be , t hat they 

w ote in the cu.st omary manner to vhich the p eople had been 

ace a.s t omed . ne might even say , that the aspirant was to 

evote hi s elf to "polite literata.re for the gentle reader" . 

~o bet~er illustr · tion of t h is c o u.ld be g iven than Mrs . 

reston ' s own e timate of the pos it ion t hat Tayne himself 

should occupy in the estD.1ation of the Southern eople : 

The place you. deserv e to have as the representative 
poet of the oa.t - no , not the represent ative p oet . 
fo r yo u. rep esent an amoa.nt of ct1lt1re for wh ich t he 

out h is not p repared . I have always conceived 
you.r t h~ ught and its treatment to be above Southern 
c ompre ens ion- an that the ref o e the blatant crowct.. 
talked aboa.t :yan and others as their p oet ; their 
poet because sa.ch and sa.ch an one wrot e down to thei:x 
popu.lar c mprehension . (29) 

Yo1r last letter gave me unfei ned pleasu. e from its 
lenght , the sub j ects of which is treated , and t e 
gl imps e of the inner domestic lif e of The So:ithern 

oet - fo hold to it that you. , above any other of 
our Southern litteratea.rs . eserve the name of oet . ( 30) 

In 1 86 she writes to l~rs . Hayne : 

thin~ n o poet in America has ever received a greater 
n ber of ovations than yo ur husband ; the rec ognition 
of him as the Laur eate of the oat h , and as the best 
natu e po et in merica , has be en g~udg ingly delayed , 
bat so.rely it ha s f:illy come at last . ( 31) 

The verdict of history had sided aga inst · rs . ~reston 

in her esti ation of a:il Hamilton ayne as the pare singer 

29 •• 1.:ietter of :J . J . reston to l? . H. Hayne , ebr11ary 29 , 872 . 
3 •• Ibid . written before 187 , and qaoted by E. P . Al len 

in argaret J;in in P eston , pg . 252 
31. . etter of , . J. reston to \Irs . P . H .... ayne , Jme 24 , 886 

(.. 
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of the Ne ~oath . It has denied that Hayne has carved 

f orh ii!ls elf as d 3ep a niche in the ha ls of honor as ,irs . 

reston allotted him , an instead has placed him with the 

old t aditions of the 011th- gith the thing which were 

passing away . at tee in his Amerio an _!.J i t erat a.re inc e 

187 Sil.IDS u.p the wor of Hayne and tho e associated ith 

him in these wo ds : 

'.l:he little groo.p of 'oa.t hern poe ts t hat had ga t hered 
it el a o:it a:11 amil t n .L ayne . the c hi ef of ~h om 
wer ~ar garet J . reston , rancis Orrey ichnor , and 
William en y 1 imr d , belongs rather with t he peri od 
befo e t he war , than wi th t he new national p eriod 
that folmows after it . ~h ey ere the poets of 
bea:it lL:::e utodda d , singing the music of I..::eats 
and 1 1 ennyson and the old ·avalier poets- dreamers , 
maKer of da inty c onceit s and pretty similies , 
f:.ill of grace , and often of eal melody , bu.t wi t h 
little or iginal eithe of manner or message . (32) 

1he palm instead has been award ed to the gro o.p of 

wr i ers whose wor s began to ap ear after 18781 

ou.th ern wri ters lie Cable , anier , .1s~ e 1 be an 
their distinctive~ ork not long after the op ening 
of the ret arte peri od , yet it as not 11nti after 

Old reole ays in 187 , the death of 11~sel in the 
s me year and of anier in ' 8 1 , and the pu.blication 
o i: iss ,ioo lson ' s _ odr:ian t he .u..eep er and the first 
Uncle . em:is book in l 88J , Johnson ' s Du. esboro1gh 
'ales in 18 3 , and 'radd oc ' s In the ~ennessee 
,ount ains l8 b4 , that what we may call the era of 
011tnern ihemes and -· out he r n Vlri t ers may be said 

fall to have t a en possession of merican letters . (33 ) 

Hy 1888 Albion 71 . T1rg ee co1ld wri te in the 1!1 or::un , 

I t can not be denied t hat merican fiction of today , 
whatever may e its or ig in , is predominately 
Southern in type and character . for eigner 
st1 ing oar c 1r =ent lit erat 1re , itho1t kn: w~edge 
of our histor , and ~1dg ing our civili zation by 
o tl.r f iction , wou.ld 11ndoubte 1 eclare t ha t t he 

011 h wa the seat of intellec t1al empire in A1erica , 
and t he ~rican the chief omant ic el ement 0f 
our population. (34 ) 

2 •• merican Literat1.re inc e 1870 , ~ •• attee , pg . 271- 2 
33 •• Ibid . pg . 294 
34 •• 11orum 
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S\!mvnary. 
Over ag a inst this r evival of ~o ut hern themes stand 

the t wo t - ag ic f igui·es of au.l Hamil tom Hayne and 1:: ar ga ret 

J~n in Preston . In the very midst of t he era n ei ther of 

t hem rec ognized its advent , but continlle " to lament the 

lethar gy of t h e i native people , and lo ok to t he far 

d i s t an t fil. t:ire fo r the signs of an a1r a kening . It was in 

1880 t ha t .iayne t e to her : 

Ah m friend , not in oar da and gene r a t i on 1ill 
t he ~outh of o :ir a a~en from her literary bl indne ss 
and fatL1ity ! ' 'l e at l east uave d one 011r rn r k and. 
1st leave the res~lts to a higher po\ er . ( 34) 

~he day for w1ic h t hey ha d l onged and str:i gle · and 

worn them elves 0L1t ha a r±ived- and they did not know 

it . 11hey had not seen it s c oming , f or t heir eyes v10re 

t owar d the east whic h gave bjrth to =urop ean g eni11s , and 

he revival had come f rom t he west , wit h its new note of 

nationalism born of the frontie r in meri can lif e . 

is no r ec or in the let ero of the t wo tha t they ev 0n knew 

ther0 ha been f evival. '.L'hey do not ref er to any of the 

writ er we have ment ion ed ab ove . There a re only t wo 

ref erences to any of the new na tiona groa~ . One of these 

is t he remar of Hayne to her : 

i d y ou ever r ead s1ch staff as the enc osed vers es 
by Bret arte? Nov do tell me , am I mist aken? or 
are these v erses really poetry? (35 ) 

.1:he other i s t a t of .J.r s . rest on to him : 

Have yoa. read t eadman ' s "Poets o - Americ a"? I do not 
fal l in at all wi t h ma.c h of h is criticism ; t hink of 
h i 0 devoting fort or fift y p a es to 1i a1t ~':h itman . ( 36) 

4 • • ~ett e r of . H. Hayne to M. ~.Preston , Jane 9 , 880 
3 •• Ibid . January 18 , 1873 . 
36 •• Lett er of U. J . reston to P . H. Hayne , ay 1 , 1886 



84 

argaret Jankin Preston was a victim of the middle 

nineteenth centu.ry . Powerf :il forces ,oo.nd themselves aroo.nd 

her early life with a hypnotic effect so that she did not 

ev en str:1ggle against t he ir d.omination. 

he was fir t of all the victim of a system of edt1.cation 

which was wi dely prevalent in the early part of the centu.ry . 

lhe t heory that the pllpil shoo.ld be adapted to the 

educ ation , r a ther than be g inning wit h t he papil as the object 

for which edllc ation existed . George J!lnk in i nspired 'iarga ret 

with n i s own pass ion f or nowle g e . bat at the same time he 

ma e her a wi l ling sacrifice to the t eory that she existed 

or the sake of his view of educ a tion . his theory wh ich 

he held readily explains his desire to have her the equal 

of any stu.dent in his school , his emphasis apon the 

original lang~ages , and his insistence that she do more 

sto.dying than her phys ical streng t h could endare . he resalt 

of this theory was the loss of her eyesight , and her 

firm belief that the ag e of beaaty lay not in the present 

world a.roand her , bo.t in the ages of the past . 

darga.ret was also the victim of a system of theology . 

ore correctly , the perversion of a system o theol r gy . 

more comm only known as the New ~ngland Theology . It had its 

beginn ing with J onathan ~d ,:ards , who c hanged the original 

ideas of John Calvin j1st enough to make them t errible . 

The view of c onversion helu by this school of theolog ians 

accoo.nts for some of the blighting effect o.pon argaret . 
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In the third place , Hargaret was the victim of an 

era in merican ~iteratu.re . The writings of most Americans 

u.ring the middle of the last centu.ry were permeated with 

conventionality , and the imit ation of other writers . 

'his imit ation is pla inly apparent in the wor of 1rs . 

reston. ~he most evid e nt is the i mitation of the snb·ect 

matter and style of -1ob ert .oro ning . There is the same u.s e 

of the dramatic monolog 1e ; the same admiration for the 

Italian artists connected with the rena~ssance of art . 

he elimination of her own sentiments in her writings 

does not app ear to hav e been in imitation of ro ning , bat 

a nata.ral reticence on her part . It wou.ld have been possible 

to point oat other V" ories of hers in which she imitates 

lizabeth .Barrett , Lowell , Jongfell cw, and Whittier , bat 

the imit tion of Browning seemed su.fficient . 

ne point of diff erence may be p o int ed ou.t in .Jrs . 

reston ' s writings abou.t the war , and the commonly ac c epted 

writing of others in the "ou.th at that time. 1here is not 

t ne bitter sectionalism, and hatred of the enemy , which 

app eare in so many others . This is probably d1e to the 

division of her sympath ies becau. e her c losest of kin ere 

fighting on both sides . he sided with the army of the ou.th , 

bu.t she did not bu.rst forth in vitu.perativ e abu.se of the 

army which invaded her state , and even heron home . 

It has been i mpossible to discover any evidence that 

she was even in part responsible for the oa.tburst of .. riting 

in the ~ou.th toward the latter part of her life . his see 



86 

uJtj1e,.lk.."W~ 
to have been the resalt of the writings of s~ch ~ n as 

Harte , iller , and Clemens . he evidence rather su.pports 

t he view that ne did not know t here had been this era of 

Soathern themes and writers . 

The jadgement of the present day wou.ld be t hat the 
(,t)(\~ 1,I 

valu.e in her worKs 11 w~ e the enco:iragement and cheer they 

brou.ght to tnose who r ead them in the years immediately 

following their p1blication . £h ey were what the people 

wanted , t ey enjoyed them , and were inspired to g o and 

do li~ewise . therein l ay the fa1lt , they did l i kewise , 

when they shou.ld have one other i~e . 
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