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Nodern dlctatorthfps fr~uentty display an lmpreulve ext rior: 

the facade wil I be ahowy and the ramparts app renth lmpregnabl • ithin, . . 

however. the 1trueture often eon~e•l• .. kn••• ud even rottenn u. In 

these condittons Benito at•tolhd*t rc&glme ,in h•lv found itself mfdway 

through Its ea_,eer in the t930•1, Despft - a decade of political corruption, 

bureauc:irat i c; I neff l c: l en~y, and out r I ght brutalt t ·y • the FesG ts t government 

enjoyed eonsidera!»lo popularity et home and awakened boundless admlratf-on 

in many -quarter• ,abroed . At first ..- •nci l :adeed -unt1 l· Italy, entered the 

Second World Wo,r •• the major powers . e.ipoo:Je1 ly Gr.-t Britain, ere c0ntent 

with the situation in Italy ►. for h t•effled quiet and orderly. Ev n the 

sen, t I on l 01au l nation of the Soc l ati It deputy Matteott f and the t ta l tan 

bomberdmeftt of Corfu tn 1923 dtd not p ,rmuently damage th Due.e's good 

preu or r•t•rd the eventual crutfon. of the Mu _ aollnf myth. 

letwoen H)·zlt and 1926, autny prominent tta·Hans Wffe drl ven or chose 

to take the path of Pl le.: ~ng the :pol It I eel expatriates wer Francesco

Nitti :, Count Cerio Sfona, Don LuJgl Sturzo, hetano Selvainf, Ft1 tppo 

turatf.,. and -C•ludlo Treves. Tb••• exlles beceus of doctrinaire extremism 

~d intolerance towards one another were unable t-o do mud, to puncture the 

flatter-int myth surrounding p 
1
Dl,!Gf· They we:te genect•l ly (and often rlght.ly) 

- -

r · gerded u merely bitter. Moreover •. the demoeratiu wer• m,or·e ft1gbtened 

by the thr.-i of COtlQlffllam thAn Fu<:l•m. He:nee, It WIS almost with a sfgh 

of relief that .__ch of £urope s.aw t n· Nutsol lnl • tt•tetman who would 

ruthleuly root out all t -raeea of Ker"i1m. 

arouse doubt1 tnd dlstnast~ 
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Unlike htt later German counterpart, Hussolinl was Garefu1 to 

construct th Fat-cist mono·1 ithie st•te · lowty and out of this cautious 

procus grew the Mus-.ollnJ myth ••d hit .subate~tla.1 popularity. R verend 

Wil 1t am Herrnrom expr.s1Mf a typ I catty entbus lastf e res.ponse t b Be.n j to 

MuuoUnl 's domestic policies In • work siplfictntly entltled lM ovl,t"Pl 

•fi the Roman &mei ~e: 

Beggll\f has been abofished by law. 
UnemployftMfflt Is not in, evldenu. cr·lme 
Is practically, unknown. There Is perfect 
order everywhe.re. Th• cities ate ·we11 
pol ioed •nd ·oruit :~y safely w.J.k the 
It reeu eny hour of the day or n I gh t . The 
people ere well fed, well clothed, and we11 
h~sed • ••• They w.alk erect with the dlgalty 
of royalty •• •• One may u1lly disGern that 
the people tt.ve been Inspired, atlmuleted, 
and electr.fftod by the .mlshtf for'8 of 
r,ersonallty of t~efr dynamic •nd tesourc•fu1 
leader, Mu:asollmt.1 

Of partl~11lar interest to mott of Mussel lt\l •• apologf sts and adMl~ers 

was tbe Gbrperatlve state. For the corpor tfve state It must k noted that 
/ 

the nWlber o,f strlket dlrn.lntshed rapt dly. the culrenGy debjc~@, •t f lttt. 

} halted, tt:Jen cheeked., •ttd • semblaee of bu•Jne-as recow,ry was adlleved. 

Highw•ys were con1tructed at Mussol fnJ •·• e~d. the tr•lns ran on ti met 



and the "battle of wheactt to meka luily self•supportfng was waged vigor~ 

outly by tha ~5;e .. 2 the means us d to effect these aCGomplishmenu was a 

JMtt,or 1uf)porte-rs of Fa1ctM T•reiy dl$e.-a1sed. 

l.n t929. -moreover. :Mut-101 hit ¢ompleted 11egotlat Ions with th - Bomar, 

Ca·tho11e Church fGr • reoooelth1tton. For ftfty years tile Pope$ had 

.r-efu•ed to I.eve the Ir "prlsouR In the \lat lean ff even to recognize th• 

exlstertGe of ttety. ~ tht signing ·.of ·the Lltaf'M Treaty •• a,utouiu:ed. 

tile f>usa•·• ster ,._,., tb,oughout. th Catholtc worJ .. d. tot he ht~ 10lvod • 

p:J'Oi>le whfe.b h4d pl•gued the lte1 Ian gove~t ti nee the ·Rf so,:gtme,-io-. 
- t . - -. 

Ph.ti Xt pe1d a trJ:bute to •'fu man s.e:at ta. ·~• iy P.rovh'f.-ee,u the man Who 

fo,rtunately leekad the ttpre«me&Ptloos. of I lberaHsm.uJ This tec:Qftel HaUon 

.undoubtedly eontriouted to tbo -~••• enormout vt4:to.,y tn the p1eblt¢lte of 

•rd\ "''1• l91t A@l• only 1 J6.000 dar-ed vote aplatt him .. 

fn•t the&• achte.venM111:t• were attlfh:l•l ly oonJuted up was no~ ••wtv• 
recognbed by the foreign pubUG. tovrfatt, Journ•lt1tt, ,and 1t1te1men ail ke 

• < . - , \ \ ~~ -~: ,~ ; ;:-~ ~ 

were often d:ec.etved t,y thne Potemldn-l ike r•fo-rmt[J. ••i ther Mt teal i1l.ng o:r 

J9.•rin9 thet they were aehieved ot the p-rlc:e of ~1vfl liberty. •nd through 

,~,.- t.: coetc;i-on ot 011:trl,gbt vtohmq. Altbeugh t ·be outwerd show of 

well-ad¥ertbed ldl_,_ -of mocle-rniaetien end •lfar• ••rv1£•s wa,1 furely 

de«1t1t l ·v• i ft many uaea,. to· the fO:terJ Sil pvl>-llc tl\ly saeJ'IMld t It• of 

conatntetlve 1t•t••IJMlntlllp. 



If Mu1101tni foHowed e cautlous program in eonsolidat1ng his 

-regime internally, he was ,equ•l ly moderate in most of hi• earlier 

dfp1oma.:y . From hla ~ee,sfon to power in 1922, th• dictator maintained 

that he wu. wt 1l t pg to eooperat wt th Grt.Mtt Ir I te In and f'ran,e end wou J d 

Jotn· the Great Powers tn malnta.J .n.tng the peace -of Europe. .Despite the 

Corfu incident, Musso11nl •p..,-~d content to spend bis energfu in 

prOl'OQtlng the -.tfare of tbe Fa,cJtt st•te. Hh vi ·ews In th l9201 s end 

e•~ly 1930' • seemed reMonable, a great dea·t more, rea,oMOle th•n tho.Se 

held by meny other EtSr-OPean stetesmen •t the time. Carlo .Sforza,, pre

Fascist ambitssador to France tnd .a viole_Atly bitter- eritie of Fascism, 

aald of Jtal Ian foreign -pol Icy bef,ore 1934: 

There now began a decade of l'Ms so. l J. n l an 
recantattont, half of wh1~h WOU-ld h•ve bee~ 
suffiet ent to mak.e •ny other government 
:tldteu1ous: for the ·League of htions an:d 
against the League ·of Nat Ions; for d-tsarmament 
.and lftl!l!~ dtsarmament; fo-r France · nd ti«•i nst 
f'r • nee •• •• Yet the world's. orchestra c:ontlnued 
to ~ley up tg Hussoffnl until hh 1tta~k on 
Etb1opt.a •• , . 

lnconststettt as hi• dip1omacy was durlnt the flrtt phase of the dict•tor•hlp., 

Muu-QJ 1.nl '• ·foreign pol ley wee frequently aligned with that of Great BrJtain 

and the O~ited Stat••• though less often with franc.e's . 



J 

This ell nt iel h•rmny of vlews ·was. welt illustrated in th'e D1ce•1 

·' •ttltudetGWard the t..eague. Although frakly a revlstonlst. the· revi5ion 

of tbe eece ~re1tie'.I was conceived by the Du~o wl tnh, the: framework of 

the Leeguo (.as Attic I e 19 of th Covaant a.dmi tted). •tr.nose who teJect 

the :f dee O·f revts h1n1 ° HusaQl hii- declarod:1 t1a,e therefore outside the 

$pi r l t of the L.e•9ue of Kat tons., wh lch cMnot be redueed to the dut f es, of' 

a mete guardian of the 1'919 i;r·e.1ties, but mo•t be .reffed to· the statu.r.e of 

a guarantor Gf Ju•tlt:.e Nt-.en ,--,les, 0 5 fbh • ·i .thude wd not, hcwever., 

a s.r I out olttae 1 e to Europeen aoopet•t I on .-ons the Greet f>ower•. Both 

cur~on and hlJJOtr~ l tke Hu110Hnt ,. Wl:nted to bypn1 the Leagu,e, not only 

J n tb.e Corfu ~:r rs la. out i n eny other ,ase In wh I cb the "iaovere I gnty0 and 

f'honour 0 (>f •· Great Power mltbt be invohea.6 Hence Groat Brlt~in surcely 

view.d the Leag\le of Nations Covertant, with -,r,e rnJect than did u'tevlslordst"1 

ltaly. 

Beltlto Nustol lat•• dlpl01Ut-rc def>ut WM -a dt1a1ter nd hard,-, aune.sted 

the 1,uceess he would' latar achieve hi winning the· reput•tloi. of • stateslllM-. 

One of tb:e first fMoltrt t..rer• to eOfillle&t on tho ~a.,.. the 8.rUls.h 

'Prl•e Mh1f1tar lollar Law,, 'who mat the n.w die.tat-or .i the London ,Coftfer-ence 

S ~ut -9.i Vil l1rl • . UtH-•~ fpreJs:n -Pt>Uc.y UAd'et !i!•Ul_t~; (New York. 1956), ,. 9,. 
6 Gaetano Selvemini • ~ream_ so lWot_td _ W.r tJ (New York. 1.9stt) f ,p. 3J. 



best ••ehi ev• ttaly's ~evlsJenist ehw by rot ltnt hie flety eye,. and 

thrust J t't9 forw•·,r.t his Jaw.. Thi• ecrovseci tile o,pot fte of adnl,lr•t hm .. 
.,.. 

8o11a, Law re,·1 iedj Mltlft uud fo1! blt ruction• to the dl c:t•tor•1 , •. ,..,.. 

fo,marn:•• tat Mustot inl w.1 u• hanat:i•e" amt ,net •lt• had tuave.r 1:ean sud, 

an i g.norerm,s 1 n bl I w:he 1 e l r f :e .• 111 

ki- mnt.ht and yea.rt .,-sn-d end trlu~• llepa to ute,tl•t ,iae, the 

,s.etbacb tfltcw11ted -or deflf ed. te9eC1tklt e.r-eated anti austalned (by raQ.·J••·•• 
ve,y •'-'"••fvt. f)J"OP4tuda apparai,isl tt ue tNtU tf·stotted •r tuppPeaaod, 

the lu,- -of t:tt.o PYE• a • ttetMWetent $upetl1Ym loomed .ver \.arp,r ht the 

pttbH.c mind. Mi• 1ncOASllt:ant.y, his s:q,-rfi.4l•I hf.es, his venhy fa publl'G. 

bis egotilm to poUth;al Ntters ,. hls conecant dt.111111.•l of subor:diRttes. 

and his ¥.ioleaee and brutality hi d0tt1eJ:tic tegimentathm •• an th..ae tbiop 

•r• eh.MP fer91ven er ignored• ,uppr·a•-' oJ' un~. The '•"ilt. press 

came fotth whh tlte dluwa tb:at f''Jtus,o ·I int: t:s •lw«Y• rt gbt., f.l ffaDy 

·s·u,op.ans. above -a 1-I du, It t t ·l 1k, hemad to •s:r:ee o:d t~f'ed fl attef'Y ml 

pre I le U,Ofl tbe lta li P d h:iaior -

Sir Aldtei\ Chaatberltln, ro,etan Secr~t•rr tinder lxltn tbe ~•ld 

•• hlowhi -e•bh«itt., referred to th• !\tat,•• •~rful -~·~worfdttt 

for the 9r,ee-ina• of bll ~ntry., 11B Even Wlntta ,c.burchH I vt11re4 Rome Ja 

7 lb't.d. ~ ·9'. 
8 tar f tto,har B~ "4Jr·t, J~ I _ J?ltt (lostott. t 9.61). ,p _ 7l.f .. 



1.927 •nd \fat wfd ly le.ported to have aaid, "l# I were a·b HaHa-a .f 

would don the F11d1t bl eek 5htrt"" a view in whieb 'both the b0~4ln Tim!!· 

end the tt.1nceeS._ttr !9a:rdl:1U COJMlUrFed, when they eel'" faselsm a most 

JU''Offlh l.ng fflO.VeJMnt . 9 AA even more $Rth»1ie1th; r:espoate wa 9iven Jn· the 

London pei tx:.,ffa! l wt.ah Lord aotherme.re dacf aretl that Ml.lssol lnl was ''the 

great st f tgu,$ of .our ~ .. ulo 

St.orl•1 of blf vanity iand alt b.htrlottics, his abtvrd 9estu.rea Md 

behavior were dtrlled a, vttJtor• to Rome ·w.o found .Mu•tol h1f se.nsi ble and 

•treaty ~n.rm1n1~ l'b.e f.aet wn that H\as•ol lni made • 1,pecial e.ffort tc, 

f,apre s thea,e ,-ople with hfs food .intenUoaa. hff toaper'• r••~tion. 

was tJplcal . Aftef' a htt.ervt• with the ~~•,·•• latter. l9'4·, Alfred 

buf'f Cooper rec• 1l•d later, 

t ••· flVOral>ly 1.-.ress•d~ T•here wer• no 
hlttrloah;a, M--r w«I I obl tged,, .. I had been 
told euld MPP•• to walk t.-he lengt,h of • hing 
room ftom the door to hl .J de•k. He •met me at 
the door •nd ae'°""en I ed me to t t wtteo f: left •••. 
le'4UM he laughed •t Jtf!/ Joke I thoupt h• h•d 
• sen.•e of _hWiJC)t and-. _quite ~tr""ff'1 to 
i-.1 ru, he had other toad .quaJ 1.1 i es. 



That his charm wat Jarg ly, manufactured or such occn Ions. wa-s 

usually overlooked. There we:re,. however, a f _w Uke Lord Vanafttart, 

who notlc;c d th-•t the .QHs1 ntoak s-uo.h ohvloua plea- ur in Mt OWA e0$p&ny" 

that he wu remh,fscent of ,.,. boMe:r l'n a flashy dressing gown shaking 

hand• whh himself. uU Y· t, ~• he ceme towards his vi - i ton, walklng 

wlt11 • spcringy, lively ttepe frf ndly and courteou•, suiplcion and 

hostU lty were ht111Jtdiately-- ,cfftarmed., Although he ,rarel y laug_had, 

ttuuolfni bed a whmlng, f l.atte-tlng smile and • delightful raann r. 

The nuge of the P\15e as • great statetun was also encouraged by 

the dieta-tor •s -collscious offo-rt to pr-et~nt hhasetf es a devotee of peace .. 

1. And in thlJ $ente, the •Four Power Paet, 1tgned 1-n Rome on July lS. 193·3, 

wn the crownhtg achievement of his d1p1o,na,th~ Gereer. The vogue of the 

•rly 1930'• wes "c.o11ectlve • -ecu~fty .. " It we besod pertly on the 

tltusion that the democ:recies c1'vld restrain the Nails through moral 

p.,.-es5lJre •nd partly en trre fac;t that the new Jnternat tonal al i9nment h•Ei 

not yet crystalll1ed -- for In 1933 Ad 1914 the two r .. c.ftt powers. JtlU 

stood very far apart 10 Hu•to 1i n I '• p rotto1• I• fo~ peaee thus. -..re ht tune 

with e c:onc:e,pt enJoytng, wid~ •cce,t.ance. 

Al though Hu-ssollni wat never • t>ellever In perpetuet ;eac; , be •• 

/ · sincere supporter of the po&1tolltcy. end deatreblllty of• temperer, 
/ 
/ puc; , Throughout 1932-193) ffu$$Ol hd. In COftYfJNAt Ions wftb variout 
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person,. wu · vet repeating. th t he had no wl $h for wat. Deep 1 y Involved 

at he wa$ in mea&tu•·e$ for soc ta l r f o -rm nd h improvement of l t 1 y4 s 

eeonomlc condltion,_ a war, he afafnt a n d, was to hJm ln£one lvable ua,leH 

the V'4ry existence an,d vi ta1 irat . reets of Italy we.-ro thr atened. His 

fl rat reference to th four · r P &t, \flhi .eh was to be the object f -mu-eh 

dist-ussion in diplomatic circles., c;ame in a sp ch- in 1932 in whi -eh the 

Ital lan Premi r $tated: 
1 

l th l nk tha,t l f, tOl'flOl"row, on the bas I J 
of j•st I~ and With ·r cognl tion of our 
s ¢r-osanct rtghu_. h wer _ poas i bte to define 
the pr I set necessary and auff ci ost for th 
eooperat Ion of the four grea't power ff.us i~ 
was A:atu.rally exchtde-{/, iurope would ·.be 
trenqu t- l from th p.o 1 It f,c.tl s tandpol nt : l 3 

Whan Mu .ot hd pr~oaed tbat. Fran<z:e. Brttetn, Italy,. and Germ ny 

J orn Jn e Four Power Pact to tnalntaln peace, there seemed l .ittl reas-on 

to refus.e to tlgn it . · On July ·15. 1933, the. •ct. we form.lly ertnoun-ced. 

lts object wat to estabH•h e tan•year colle.bor•tlon 1) tween the slgnatorJes 

f.or a revtslon 0of t-he Parta Peace treaties_, as provided for Ln the L ague of 

Covenant. and to take up t"- problem of di S4rl'D8fllent If the Ge va Conference 

eame to. nothing., 

Although the F'our Power Paet was not ratified by France o~ 8rltatn, 

Mustolt -nffs prestige was augmented inc.e he was recognized a, an apostle of 

int rnationel cone.I 1 h1tlon. For many-. the I mag _ of _,.101 inl the .peacemaker 

was not shattered until the~•• iave1fon of -thiopta, in 193 • 



11lt would have l»een difficult to foretell In 1931,.,. ir Jvone 

Kl rktJ•t r 1 ck. asa l I tent to the ~r i tr sh Ambeuador t n lome.~ tater 

observed. 0 that our harmonlQUs reletfons wl th Ualy woutd so qulc.kty 

dete,-Jorate end that Mussolinl blma•lf would beeOMe the grou and 

repugnant butl.•frog whofn we 11et ln Munich ·In 1938. utlf ln. the middle 

of the dec•de, tbe dissident and Isolated voices ·f opposition to th 

HunoHnl myth were gener•lly disreprded, even despised • . Few h-' 

foresight to match the h1ndaight of Mrs. Moe Qt:Hara Mc.to,mtc.k, who 

wrote In the New York Time• 80Jl~ fte~lew (January, 1941): 

H Ben 1 to Mu to.II n I h.ad been taken 
Jets 1erloutly and Adolf Hitler more 
••:rlou,1y when the iwo ma-d.e their respeetfve 
debuts upon the world tage, the h Lstory of 
these t Imo 1111 gbt have been cU ffflrent • ._ •• 
The Duce w.s dmired •• • gr,..t elvfl 
adffllniatrator, • mlgh_tt _bul lder, • succ.eufu1 
strlke•bre•ker •••• You wonder what the effe~t 
would h•ve been tf, in the beginning, t.he 
whole performan~• qd been vl._d as a 
politi~l farce and tubJected to a berrage of 
satlrl~ 1aughter.1S 

LI ke so aaay other ,..-le:.:;. Mn. Mcto¥mlck for~'t c,c .chose to fo.rget that 

the Duce had onc.e been h-ecr f dol and th-at she. too, had been ·•duped by him. - . 

When Adolf Hitler ·e_. to power. the legend of Mtatse,UnJ was at hs 

strong.est; the world showered the Dv£e with pr•h• ad he reHshed every 

14 SI .r Ivon• :Ki rkpa-trtc:k, The _ huie~ Si rs!~ (New Yor•k. l959), p. 46. 

IS Gaet.ano Salv•lni. J>. 1S6. 
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moment of 1t. Bent to ""Ho 11 n f was enjoying popular 1· ty wht eh NI t J e.r 

wou Id ne.ver h•ve. 

•l933 was a turning ,oft1t for Hua-solint, for it was th· year when 

Adolf Hitler became Ge.-man Chancellor-. an event whidl the Duce had 

not for•een and at which he was ·not P•rtlc:ularly plMs•d. There had 

been no ft•l Ian· support of the Nazi JDOvement •nd~ in fact, ,-.,solinJ 

had even dtM;lded tha·t Qregor trasser,. not Mitter. was the horse. to 

back In German PQlhlc:s,t6 

With Hlt1e,•s advent to ,owe, on J•nuary 30 .. 1933" the · uropean 

si t.uatf.on e,hang d overnight and not -real Jcy to Mussol lnl ts pleasure, 

despite what the f'••~lst 11.ress sald. Beoaute the N.azt •nd Fascist 

movements cLpouse:d a imltar doctrine•. Musul lnfl ·s press gr•eeted, the 

victory of Netlonal So¢lalh• with some show of enthusiasm. The t9ve1:e 

proclaimed: 

tut ·ter. tot ' ther wit.It FdcJst Italy. wl ll 
create • well•4ef .l ned and so ltd blrrt er of wU I• 
to•p.ace in d:l s.t reugh,t luro,e. , • • In the name of 
the new order th.at luro,e w•ts, we hall the 
adv·ent to power of Hltlar. loyal frlfnd of 
Fescht lt.aly. admtrer of llltaolinl. 7 

Mu11ol lnl, however,. was far f.tom ecltatle over Hitler•• trJW11ph 1 for h• 

knew tha-i th-er was a ll:ngef'iftg tendernd• for him ud bl• re9hN ht many 

16 El lzabeth WJ1k.-nn, The !~hrl ii! ~J ·I (ftew York,. 19'+9). p. 28. 
Although Ambess•dt,r Fr~(Jll•l'onc.et s•ys that . In the early dey• Natl~• 

received tuhttdJes from the Fueht•, th•r• 11 little evidence th•t lualy 
aided the tluls, ucept t~t numerous •••I•, Goer.Ing 8tlODI them, found -
reft.Jge in ft•1y wh• th• Nullleh t!f1!!!l fal l•a tn 1923. frat\COl1.•P'oncet. 
tl!t~ f~teful·_ vs,• (New vo·r.k. J9fl9T;-,:- 2J8. s 

17 Gaetano S.lvemfnl, pp. 1'4•13S. 



On the other hand, tU ·tler's adml ratloa for the Ou<;e. was tm.

fefgned and op n.. In ~l1-l K9ef, the stru-991 ing Hf tler had sald of 

the ft•11en dJ.etetoti 

In t~i• period Lthe 1g2o•!T · ·- t ~ly 
•dlal t •• I, eonc-elved the profounde•t .adftllrat hm 
for the gr:Nt man IOUth Of th• Alps, who full 
of araent hw• for h Is peop I•, •de no p1ett 
with the en•I .. of Gef"'Nnv. but strove for 
thef r -,m.1.hJ Jatf on by al I M1ys end means. 
Wh•t wtt ·I r&nk Naasotlnl ~9th• greet INft 
of tb I• earth i-• ht detemt n•t I on oot 'to 
sh4tre Italy whb t ·he ltar•lat.s. but to d•troy 
httern•t.f~ll•m •nd ••v• the.. fatherland from 
lt ..• .. ttow 11.lt-a-itAlhle and dMtrfith °"' GenDfff 
wou 1 d•be s t:ates.-n seem by com,•r 1 son •••• 

A;•rt from hit adlli retiort for the J!Hs.! p.e:tsonal 1y, Hitler wrote that 

h•ly wat the Germans .. n•tur•f Uy •g•ln-st a commo.n enemy •• France. 19 

fhe· f irs.t overtufe for frlendsbfp nt1t11raHy came from the lhu:e•s 

Ge-nun. dh~lple, ln 1926 Nft1er had wrl tten: to Rome to ask for en 

-aatog-r9hed Jhotosiraph of Jlutso l in I • The Due• 1 
• · answer ••· short and to 

the ,olnt. '1Pteas · · thank the above-n._d fentl.,.n,. 0 the It.al I-an Fot,elgn 

Off lee ·re.plied to the hJ"NP Emoa,sy IA ttome, "for fits 1enttme11t and t•ll 

h l m I A whatever fcuw you QOAS l cier 1-t t that tlMl Duce does net th Ink ft t 

to ae<:-e:de to the request."20 HusJolin,J b•d Ae ,with to 111lly hl1 r . utatfon 

t8 Adolf Hhler,. Metn: -~ (Boston. t962}11 p. 681. 

l9 ~.b-ls!,, 620. 

to Ch·rl,to,her Ni bM-rt~ n ·nuee. p. 73, 
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Nor did th RMc••• sus,ptci,on, reJu, aft~r Hitler had come to power. 

Me had :mede faee.i sm both re5pected and adm.1 red·; he had no des f .re to t•i nt 
h. 

It by sV,pportlng .. ,the revoh of oid Ge.rm,n tribes of · primeval 

forests. 021 Musso ti nJ was f I a_Uer d, however, by the •xtravagattt pt.al ae 

of Nhler &Ad Goerh,g. 

Nonethelet-s, .!! ~c;e~ Ii ke most Italians, viewed National 

$0(.'. ·latf -sm at • erude and brutaliled vers Ion of Fue.ist t .bema and fully 

1eeo9nl1ed thM the am.bhloM of a Greater G•,-ay toward$ Austria an-d 

South tyt'O'I .;onft I eted whh hel Ian lnterost• end securt ty. · u99ettfoM 

that there ml ght- be • re&emblan~ .betwe$B the two dictators were art.grl ly 

rejected by Ku1aolinl hims.elf . H · w.1 -compelled to agree that Nul m. 

Hke Fascism., wa• euth.orittrlan, e.ollecl'ivtst. antl•P•tliament.ar-y, and 

ant l•l'i beraJ _; fu,t.hef' tb•n tt..t 1te -,uld no-t go. Mus olhit once ·t.old 

1tr1nee Sterhemberg tbet Hitter wu th natur•t le•der of National 

Social f•m.t which was a 0 barharovs an:d savage syst·emt capable .only of 

tf•ughte,. ptuRder. and b1ackma0 lt U , Aget n,. he to.1.d his friend, the 

Journalist :Mtchefe c ..... , 

21 Ibid., 73. 

I houfd be pluaed. J •u,pose. that 
Nitler has arri d ovt a revolution ort our 
l fne1, but they • -re Germans, te they wi 11 
nd by rulnlng our idea. They are sti JI the 

a.r·:bar·l•n• •' 1'au1tus and t~ Reform.et ion ln 
terna,l eon-fli.et with R~ .. 23 

·zJ Cb-rl sto,tl-.r 'ffi b.bert ., p . 72. 

23 . !
1
b

1
i

1
d ,u 72. 



-Moreov•r. Ute t>uc:e, In eoutitle•s interviews. df PJl&sed the: Nazi 
~ 

philosophy of the ••t f' race u 0 •:rrent. nonsens • ,tupid end idloth: • .-.24 

Stroager than the p()tlth:af or bistof1¢al rea•on• for th early 

leek •f affhtl tv of the two leader• was the conf 11 ct. of t-.e,aments of 

the 6-rmant av I ta U _,,. The I tall a, t f.r•queat ly u,y-goJ ng and 

fateHttlc, ll'ldlvlduaUs.t ·I~ by natuf'e,, 1-.- -astie .-d quick-witted, ~ould 

flOt apprecl•te the often humorleH drive and tb« _unbendJq fflOtfc.ulonn•• 

of the -etmans 'wh.o s -emed •• 91 -ven ·to po«I\OOU• forN-t hy,. 1t.-lct ·dltc:.ipl ht•" 

•nd Jaet( of t~t .. tfef ther ware the pert.on.I trelts -of the two di c:tato.-a 

conduct ve te f rleodshtp •• et 1 e41St fl()t at f i rH. PMssof ht.I and Hi Uer 

r-,resented the mo.at e,ctr-. ch.ar•cterlatlea of thetr· peoples. MuJsol ini 

made. h.is way early .t.n lf f«u he· h•d .a cJeer-. t f ret-her cynical mtnd _,d 

• robu,t,. emothma1 i-.•rlllleftt; :he knew wba( h wanted and wa:s rartty 

the dupe of his own pa1stoN1t.e oratory. Hitler. on th.e other hand. wa1 

• dflfte.r; a Nn who-1e qrly c.r er w.s Ohe cf unJfo·ra fellure. Benltr> 

MussoUnl, tlthou-th v•tn ud puffed up wtt-h U h1-1lon,, ·of ,r .. t.net•" was 

nUl never the mad d,.._r th•t ffit1er ••• Mitter•·• mind bore •H 

the u .r-b of a ps·yebop t:h t ·lto fo I low.d his ,o t t ·t f ~•l' l ns t l net. as he 

him1elf :,ut it 1 "like a sl-e.,.,.Jker •• AS 

Vet the -.. et the high point of lllf 1, •reer f A t9J4. wet in. tfme 

to svtolt tbethe A.tetu;e .. •s entfcemettU:__~• fall undet hl• spelt. Gredually 



f rcw • po$ f tr on of. power end i ndependen<:e at the t I me of the .t r ft 'ti t 

111eeting. et Venl~e In i9]11,, .Hussol inf was to become Hi t1et•s s.atel t i.te 

hr 1937. ad f'lnally, during tbe Sal~ J\epubU«;. 1e·u the ttezt leeder's 

aHy th~ hh p"f>Pet. 

Th•i the frl rndship and coltabo:ratlon between Hltlef! end 

ttus•olinJ wt froat :the outut 111nevltable0 is no fl01'e the bellef .Qf thi .$ 

wrt tar theo. tlwt ay bitto1dcal _. ..... non I or- ·QA be n1r, vi table. n 

______ The story of the Roma•hrHn Axl . t:1 ea•entlafly the story of the decline 

of Ben I to Mussot I 1d •• of • men who went from power to ,uppet. Unt I t 

1935, HuasoHnl -. hal. led .eJ 0 tbe Jrotut figure of oucr, • -elf; t,y fgi,3, 

he•• 1 lttle mere, than Nhl•t's. ttai ian itelplter. To -tx•fne how and 

why this change took , ·1ace I · tint jtvl'pote of thfs •••r. 



cNAPTIR u c •w& •ittNG cAMI to NOTHtKGl1 



The long e.oJ leboratJon -of the German end fta1 ·Jan dictators 

sprang f rOffJ the mc&t uflf)remts tng beg inn lngs. fluuo lt n f end HI t I er 

met for the f1tst time In June. 193-4. et Ven ice .. for· two days of 

gener-at talks . The Venice meetlng did nothlRg to warm the alrudy 

d Is trust and d I sd.al n of the Ned t Nder. 

:Long b _ fore H 1 t 1 er eame to power, Germfany end I ta I y we re 

,,gh4o·ply 'div 1.ded over the Austr ·l•n quest ton. wh lch centare:d upon 

G.etm.tn•speaktng t<irrl ?flie1>:.. bt ithe Tirol annexed by lte1y after the 

Gre,,t War,-. lndeed, unti I 1937 Austrl1 was the· crWl l)f the prol-Jem-. 

41tieal relatto11s bet)1een the. two· dlct•tora•-•n issu which prevented -~ . 

any effective \lnton of alms . Above aH else h,· lurope, Mussolini 

was determined to pr-event the ~~s.c:.~l_un 1 or the abso.rptfon of 

Austrl·• tnto Germany's sphere through ~J_el~~fh•Jtn•s• • To -this 

end Musso) lnl became • steunch ad¥OC•te and patron of •n, hulependent 

A-ustrla. 

. , ., . 

i t y end I trove te es tab I Is h • fr f en.d ty ,,se ht f'eg tme f n V i ,enna. 

Between 1930 and 1934 the Duce took .a vcu·y f trm stand on Austr1a. 

ins 1st Ing that the f neorpo.r•t Ion of Aostrl• into the Atl:~h would 

constitute • ·mocrtt-l threat to Italy • . t•ttaly,u h:e sefd ln • private 

l G1elchs.chaltJ'ns im,.llced the' cfre8t Ion 1

of -~ ext..-is.lvely au.tone• 
mous r3gJme ln Austr't• ana~logous to thet .Qf Hftler. -
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·lt was in the s_pring of 1934. , •PP•-rent1 y, that Hitler 

real h;ed the extent to which hf«< reletfon5 wl th ttaly had dete• 

riorated. The ettivf ty of the Austri•n Hails s Impl y rendered 

useleu netn\11 cHplorqtic cor1taet wl th the 9:ovarnmant 0-f kc'.lne . 

8eltev.ln-g profoundly tn the pe·r-su s\v.ette-&-.s of h.b qwn p .rsonaHty. 

Hitler sugge-r;ted a meeting to cl~r up 111 misunderstandings. 
'( ~- . 

Mussolini ., cool to th~ Idea. Ins true.tea: ,erruti i ht #\nbesNdor to 

Berl Int that he woul<l ,sree anl lf • ct.early defined pr0-9ram were 

/ settled beforehand. inraged, e;s t)e knew the Que~ W41$ t.>y Heal sub• 

version 1-n Au·strJa, Hitler trav~ll d te v -- inJee "to try to cHsarnt 

HussoJ- inf 1s hos ti 11 ty.,u-S 

TherErmay wel J h•ve b.eeri other reasons, too. behind Hlt ler•·s 
'· 

v h lt to h• J y . The n&M t I n.g ., ft appears , ·w•s des l ·red by some. 

of the l!a~~~ Chancellor's own advisors wh-o hoped th•t MuuoU-ni 

m J gh t have more success than they In moderating H- I t I er-•, -att f t:ude 

tOWttr-d Austria. -Fr~z von Papen, German NlnJster to vJ.enna, asked 

the Duce. on a $ecret vfs l t to flame la e ht 1933,. whether he would - I • 

be prepare.a" to invite tUtler for • Sttta vis.ht nfo an attempt to 
' 

make him mend hJs wa:yi and to eonvln<:-e ht - of the need for a 

pe.ac.efu 1 foro f gn poH cy ~ •b Van Papen ts .op ttmhm of th-e ou tcene 

of such • meetlng was based on the favor•b1e fo,pre.s,to.n the 0.!4ee 

s· -Geor.ges ROJJx. ~$sorfo.t,_ r,erts,· l§ifo)~ -- p. · 200. 

6 F ra·n~ von. Papen,, ~di rs~ (New Vork, 155l L p ~ )J l. 
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had made on hlm dudng e: visit a few months earlJer. Von Papen 

described this fmpresslon of us_sol ini In his Hemoiru 

I found the ltal Ian dictetor • rnan ef very 
dlffe-rent cal lbr to Hitler. hort tn stature,, but 
with an atr of great authority, hfs massive hud con.-.i 
veyed an impress Ion of great t .re.ngth . of character,. 
ffe handled people t l_ke a man accustomed to h•vlng his 
orders obeyed,. but display-ed invnense eharm and dfd not 
9 lve the rmpr s ion of a revolutionary . Hftler always 
had a slight al - of· uncertainty, as though feeling 
his way, whereas Nu solln1 was u1m. dlgntfled, e d 

'' eppeared the complete master of wna:iever subject was 
bet ng d hcussed. I felt e would be a good f nf 1 - nee 
on Hitler• he w.as nJUch more of • statesman, -Ind .reminded 
one of e diplomat of the old school rather t han a 
dictator.7 . 

Aware th t Hitler admir d. th Duee•s p rsonaJ Jty .end 

· chi vements, von Pepen felt th t ssolinf would bring u:seful 

/' .pressure to bear upon the azJ_ leader . . Mussol l'nf, reluctant but 

.flattered by the role he, ~Id assume at such • meeting,_ finally 

extendesJ the tnvi tat ion, with the clear understanding ., e& . 

off lei•'l ly •nnounc.ed, that the c~ference, •ws not directed against 

F1 .rance.•.S 

The first meeting_, ¢on,sisting of two days of personal 

talk,. began on June. 14,, 193 , In the Vil le Pisani et Sira. an 

the Brent• tUver . F-ran the very first Mu$so1 inl had the upper 

hand and -was self-assured and vlgoro s. When the Nazi leader came 

7 tbtd., 2,79.~ 

8 Salveminl .,_ PrtJJude to Wor.l.d ar U, p .. tS7 . 
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down the ramp ft-om h 1' s p len r: the t •l 1 t t J e f am I l y comedyn eo,nmenced , 

as Fil lppo Bojeno put i t.51 

Hftle:r looked p ·•• •nd sick1y and wes wearing e brown 

mecklntosh 1 nervously clutching a soft gray hat, which he twisted 

In his hends a ·. ff, • French journalist noted, he were e ulittle 

plumber hold_lng en emb•rrasslng fos.trument.ulo Mossol Inf, however, 

who had also -arrived In elvflian clothes 1 chang don arrival into 
.,,.;;..,,l 

• splendtd mil I t•ry costume. As. a result the Ge,nnao Ch•ncellor 

Sceemecf tnslgolflc-ant and somewhat out of place fn his shabby rain

coat ag,lns t • bae.k round of brll liant mf) lt~ry uniforms end at 

the stde Qf a.,n ep.p•r-ent -ly more drlftlatfc, mo-re vital dictator. 

Mussollnl wos greatly anus· d by this obvious d-fspari ty of their. 

personal ft les •t the n,cept Jon. sts ley Huddleston, an fngl ish 

ob.server, was pertf¢uJar1y struck by t is reception a · the .aJrf Jeld: 
. ,-j"J; 

~iQne. almost felt sorry _for Httl~r, shabbily 
__ /• dress -· ,, shrtnklng. one· might have ·supposed shy, 

bes Ide hls proud•struttlng c~peer. Mussolini cast 
_.; htms If deJ tberate ly In the role •Of Supeman.11 

Musso1 lnils ponpous and condescending greeting to the 

Serm1n dicta.tot ~s followed by • dfspJa, of quite evident 

host J1 l ty to Hi Uar f rau the Vonethtn popuJa·ce~ch to the 

IO Hf bb(U"t 1 11 o·uc_e, p. ,17. 

1J v111.;rf~ tt•dtarritorelgp Pgl_le1~. Under MY•!SPn~, p • . 193. 
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Ouce4 s del lgbt. it Is difficult to guess to what ~tent Hi t ter 

was aware of thls s 1tuatfon, for while the_ crowds cried onl y , 

n0uo.e,. tuce:!'' Aehftle Sta.r•ce, $ecretary of the, Fascist P.arty,, 

~pl•lned,. with con$lderable dlfffculty. th•t ,Ouee meant FJJetrer 

in Italian, I! At any rate ,. Cou:nt G.ele.t:zzo Cl•nc, hqd o-f the 

Press Bureau, encouraged the foreign press to st- as the iC®lneH 

i 
of the poputace and 'the effectlonate con-desc.ens fon of J4ufso.l ·lnl 

. l 

towerd tU tier. 

Th• two days of eonversat lens went •s poorly as the ftaHan 

9:reml r tad hoped. On the efter-no&n of the fir$t qy. tthler 

" - " •sked to speak to the ~ute.• $•te~:"!tttJ~_. Tne -conversat fon was 

hindered by· the f.act thet MussoHn-1, whose German was far from per• 

fact, would not confess that be needed aR h,tetpnJter and b-y the 

fact t~t. tHUer, who spok~ --only kffll'Ani emi>arketf'on one-ot!hh 
exp I os Ive mon.o l ogues • No woncie·r the re 'wmi no meet t n.g of minds! 

Hi t 1 er had c:~ to• f t• J y f u 1 t of admi rat h:m for t.he fh.tc_e 

end W415 determined upon • frlendshlp . •tp-russ 1an1sm t.s t moral, 

net• geographlcel <cZoneeptton,-1
• Httler wl'ote ht 1931 . ·'"1s.,·ollnl 

,·s· a , -r-us-stan.:nl3 It ·was thh notion) _a loog wtth ht solutl·on of 

the Aus tr tan ,quest ion, whl ch an imeted hh mono I ogue-s . Sut th~ 

&ui::e was In no mood for such sentlmenu. Hus.sol tnJ understood I ittl-a 

of whet Hftl&r \ila$ saying -and what he did c.~rehend., he dht not 



22 

over, Mussoltnl had already made up hi mind $bout Hitt r. 

Leaving t: e eonferenc••table during a p.aus In the • dhcuss ion;a 

he remarked to. Chmo wfth a kind of amused contempt. "ffe 1s qulte 

mad. I don't Hke hi .nl4 y early v ing the two could agree 

only on dtsl tke of Fr•nc.e and -ussle nd were on the ve:rge of a 

~•rrel; -they could~ not egrae• on mueh else. Therefore, the wo 

dtctat rs went 1;0 bed -and In the morning,, •fter -a p l~ful night 

rightrng mosquitoes , the _uce suggested: they h,eva humid . tra end 

move the (;onferen\te to Ven.Ice . 15 

Th first day•s talk h•d y ielded littl except trritation 

• Ce.rut t t , wife of the t ta I fan Ambes sador 

~o . er 11 n. sullll1ed up the worth of the 1' I rs t encounter; °Ce ne fut . 

p•s ~ne entrevenue, c fut une col Hsi on . ttl uoHnl r lated 

the. progress of the first d:ly*s Interview when he told Marshal " · 

Ba-dogl lo that. Hitler was tta phonograph with seven voices . One 

ht rep r tory ls plJyed out he- puts· -the -'ft-rs.-t record on again .,_ 

and b· gins alt over wl th.out verf a t fons. 0 17 A spec tel point was 

made by the Duct to repeat the.Sa . storle;tvaf hrs reaction to tHtler 

to everybody. i# s al Ive wtth t he gossip . 

14 Hi -bbert, 0 j!u~e~ p. ·77. 

lS ft was rumored that Mussolini left Stt·a~. not beeaus~ of the 
· -· mosqu I toes, but be.cause he wes n•1mted by the ghost of Nepol eon 1 

who h _d once slept n the vii Ja. 

l 6 Roux , !!f,s.so l :I tt. i , p . 206 . 

l7 SaJvemln ti Prelu~ .. o orld war JI, p. 158. 
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The .next day, June 15 , th• 1,ltlll01_phere ha Ven.Ice was even 

more str-•tn.d than the day bflf-or-e. A"ln th• ltalf n pre·n 

turned up simply to see. Hthe nrange frMlts Mltler.n12 During 

• convers•tton on the Alheronl golf courie when the two men 

wer·• hih. •lone, thelf" anxtou5 staffs, who were following· •t • 

distance, b .. rd shouts wbl:ch Constantin von He11rath, the Qer.aan 
1 

For•lgn -Mlnbter I later descrlkd •s ttthe barking of' two . 
. \ . . 

' ••tlffs.- 0 19 ·"',Wh•t they were •rgulng: about no one kn• or could 
"'--.. 

af terwi':J!ct,s d f sccwer. - . "}. 

movments •· .:the'Jr only ~ ground was the Intended rev ls Ion .~-

of the J>••c:e treaties .• which .fllussollnJ bid bee1_1 urging for 

y•~•- As on the f·tnt oy, • ...,.rs of th• ~onferenc• reported 

thet the t.c, chteh spent BJOat of their ti• talking •t each 

ott..r. r•lher thM to tAl<!h other. RI.tier. :fn parth:ul•r• kept 

up en altWGSt unlntel"rupted f 1ow of words whfeh •d• dheuHlon 

pracUMHy l1111>os11ble. Mttsaollnf -¥• vp argul"f and , ... rked 

s•rc;asU(;al Jy of the -uga-rrulous ftlOhktl_., after Che e,onf.erence -.s 

t WU afr•lcf t•d hflve dtfflcuhlcs with 
the le....,_ lpguage. lut ,J ·h:fKI. none whatever. 
+. g•v•-,.. no chance- to speaJc.20 . 

urgeoJaftO. in th• ~ke __ of tM .129!1·U•~ ,. 4l. 

19 ft I bb4:ri , II Dust • p. 77. 

20 Acnlan· o.browkkl • ffu•f•l_ll!t--r ~w~ tl9l!t ~ ,~~•: (lllw York. 195') 1 

P• 7. 
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As ffttle.r prepared to return to ·· trMny ,.· h was cl, . r 

th t the _.ting_ h.- been "rren of resul ·t.s except that • .sort 

of gentl.,..n•s .-greefll9nt was ar,rve-'4 at r•s•rdJng Austria, 

whereby ., Muuollnf thougbt, Gertany would not hiterfere fn 

of Mhler •t the confer.-ce we the ,r•tentfous talk of the 

Nazi lAdeF. t•tn tead of discussing Njor prob1_., Hitler•• 

the h:4• et-al.ad; .,..,e.ly rac:hed f:reta ....,,y !9!ln _Bf•• 

th-at boring -book which l have never been lbte to rud. 0 2.1 

When Khler was bo.ttrd.ltag tds ,prlvat pJane for t,ha -r•tu.rn 

to Be--r 11 n • Nuss.ol In I ,...,ed ,u Iv Io S-Uv r ch• Under•S.Or•t•rry of 

Foret gn Af f• J f's, by exc le I Jn9, '--Wha;t • c: I awn th Is ffh ler h . n22 

Fil lppo 80Ja119, • dose friend of t_._. h•Uan dlc:t••or, accurately · 
. / 

.,...._, __ 

The Ger'Mn preac.-lptfon for the holding 
af • person•1 .._.ting had• neptlve res-ult en 
thb occ•s •fon. ♦ • even of the o,fnlon th•t 
It Mde the po-& 1 tJon worse• to f•r at GtN hf be . 
judged f r01t l ts ·tppar-,.1. rea«ilon. on Jl.lssol f nl. 2 :J 

tf there re any t41flglble ,rosulh of the fJ rst personal 
• ; • ? I'; •. .J " .. ' ,, . 

-,,coun'ta-r-~ there were c•rt•lnty no ,tMft:c;atloos tha-t th 

Ouce .as going to play Hhler•t gaie· b-y the l•tt•r'• nle1-..

lt Is apJ>afent th•t ffus.soUnl stHI :constdered Hider • not 

v ry lntelt fgant dl -_ ctple whant he coutd us• to good pu·rpose .• 

22 Pactlo tkmetlJ • ,-.ssolJn ·_ The lnUflltte L.f_fe of • D~gogue,, 
( INw York• 1954). ,f · ~. 119. -1 

- J - - · - -- - - • -! · - - · · , · 

23 t_~tct. 129. 
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After • 8ntp0r•ry dlmlnutlon fn Ned actlvh:ies 1.n 

.Austria aft r the Venice meeting the Hazfs. so f•t overpJ _yed 

their ·ti.nd as to au.-,,t on -JMJY IS, • coue d'tttt by murde,·•"9 

the AusttlM< Chancellor Oollfuss 1. whHe his -wlf and ehfl ren 

were guests of Mu$$ollni fn tqty . The Duce•s reaction WflS 

l.nnedlat and forceful . Telag,..,lng Prince von St•r~rg, 

th V lee-Chllnc:el lor * the tt•t Ian Prem I r p·romh·ed ttce·l Ip 

support and dlsp•ichad thre• d l~I Ions to the -lr-enner frontler 

as• gu•r.,.te6 that th - proml • 114s no an Jd1e one. Order 

w•s quickly restored by the Austrian •uthort ties. 

Mltler, r•l h:fng -thet his tUJ)lforters h•d gone too f•r 

_ •nd obMrv·1n9 ltaly•s quick actton In I.he crisis, w•, obit ed 

to give · y ,an4 dls•vow anv. conn et.ton with the egctnt of the 

abortive SS9Jl.· Hitler had faJled to reQJgnl a• that not only 

wH- Oot lfu&s I J tt 1-e ·11Qt1e tt.n • toot f·n the i!',tc~ •s h-,id1, but 

th•t he was •lso • dose .. personal fr hind. HI~ MNtllnatlon 

· produced l·n ;he Otu:~ an ag4t-r at-td bht·•rnes.s tbat for once 

was not sfl1ltll•t•d. 

The news of the •tt-,ted ~u
1
,s~h- Jnfu'f" l•ted -the Ovc_ .• 

Jiu. sollnl r•:U -d violently -,4 bitterly •galnst the •ih and 

th tr Fw_el}rer; he Inter-pr ted ffftl'er's ect •s • d•l U>er•t• 

insult on hie •n persOR. The , ·renc.h htbusador to Berlln ,. 
I • 

Andr Fr-~ol&.Poncet. reported the~•• rd(;t1on to tha 

AlJstrJan, crlst·s: 
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/ 
J.e ·ce ,eehtt lmUgna~Jon furteus • 

ti re nt l ••ttentat c _ un •ffron · rsonnel .• 
11 -~I e ah on ·. l t son prot'9'. .., a ete tue 

le _Jou,r - ou t l d alt r trawver· a f•t I le. ' 
Jc:cfone ou ltuisot ln1 tes- av-•lt Inv J .es c, z lut. 
e . - · · pas qu le me.urtr n1alt ' t' 
ccompl I p•r des ·. · s •nvoyes '11 _· 11-.gne. Le 

yonf l let est pouase tres ~•ln . l pr s ital terr 
ecwne.26 

SSl>.l f nl tot . 

restoi. . ton of 

flBIIUerg, v I I I -f ng 

r in Vlenna, 11J-Utl.r h 

J'lfuss, H.l_tt r h uflty~ Hitler is respon fble for wf~t 

· s happen •0 %7 hi the ·_ .._ tnte.rvl• the Due• fr.-ulc•l ;y 

went on to cal l ·th rr bJ ,. · u•Uy @gener t 

c.lose to t .. tre.d. 

t2 Iii - soUn I's f ••lings came 

to un1 . sh • vio en

rd the ha II an re 

con:Unt.MtUy •kf. J abou . he er•s Charlie t -,.un 
maustacM1t;29 In 1Di18, f ltler · s histed when he .,,,,_red · 
·h creeo fn newsri ts •rut here * ev. n • u-.t«t d 

z; ·-- -~ MseJ Inf. p . 201. 

27 ftoft.el U • 11U-sso1 tru·; T 
133- - -

28 :Sl2 cit. *- I bert. 72 . 

29 lv•ln I • .;,.P,_,,,,;..,;· 1...,u .. d.~_t_g __ ..--......;;......-.;:.-~t'"'"".l. p . 162._ 
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•ssus I ~t ton and t._ Au tr Jan d herdetf&, was •ls• -qu He 

wt Hfng to - k pol tti~l ~lt•t out of It~ A·rnaldo Corte ,l 

eMt»led th-. lol'lowlng, eanent to- the Mew York Tt•si 

How wide Is the gulf now separating twly 
- front 6-nw"y hi ...ae evident ;by the • -tUtvde of 

the tta l t ,m Pte:s t . The n...,.,.,, unan f fflOt.tcl ly 
hotd thtt Ma&f toverntaeA· raspons IJ>le for what has 
:tak11n pltc1.' ht V tenn•• ••• fh• newspapers are J us·t 
begtnntng to ay things ttwlt we:te In the mlndJ of 
• -J·\ ttallant aft♦r ,-,, Hftter1 • bloody repression 
on lune JO ♦f the revolt:(!) ernong his folJower.1. 
uu·t they we.re uMbt• to p,rtnt •t the tt• -~•• 
h wes con tra.ry to gcwerrnent _pol hty .• 3c0 

On July 30, hawever. (ortnt •~ct"IV wro.te, that 

''German e11ston In tt•ly c• es."11 . Why did MussoHnf s-o 

soon ,u t an en<i to h J s en t I ••German derMJntt r•U-ons J"tobab I y 

th· best ~s . r . f s thet ·ttte ,powers · of tbe· 'W•s t haa •t 

becked bh $Obi Uza.tlon •• .he had -.n ~onfident they would 

a, signatories of' the four ,ower .fftct . When he llOhU fzed on he 

Br rie-r, the Duca had .upect•d London -,d P•rh to dO the 

Mme~tnst:Md., they -did no more t-~ sfffld lledlo • stern note 

,0f ·prota•t . Thf · farc-ect tha haUu Government \O att•ln 
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found hhAself HJeft fn th lurc.h • •s h 1•~ ,r exprened :it in 

•n •rth:1 in .fRe:olo d1,f'.t U~, (f bru&ry 13. 1935) .}3 

Herein, t I -es . the Irony of the ah&rt iv• Au&tdan P_uts--ch, 

wh-lch .eonfJ naed t and distrust of Hf tl r. 

He migh. have followed the We&t If London end Paris had b~ked 

h Im up. Bu , ~ss.otint f lied to- wtn stern support. The 

vents connecte n · Ith ustrla" together with t failure of 

the· ratf ficet loo of the Four Powe Pt:et, convln£«d Musso-1 fn.i 

that ·e could not ,cownt on MY coll•bor•tlon of the DrfUsh 

•nd Prene In hi pol ·Icy for lu·ropetm peace. · ranee wa too 

fearful o,f Garmtny •nd Great Brftaln of cont.f nent•l c<Xnh• 

~... ments to suppor an eventual Ital tan pol lcy dJ rected again _ t 

Hitter. But the Ouc~ dfd not give up hgp-e at one• . Long• 

.revlslon-ls,t hll!D5et ., tho July c;.rfsh turne-d Hussollnl from 

any support of German revisionist •.sp:tr Hons . Th. murd r of 

.llfuss -enebled JilusS:oHnt to fir• closev. to the f,o.rmer AH t s, 

h~ver tenous'ly,. and, t ·d eventually to ·tresa end to a 

genu i ne «n t l -Ge-tmen front. 34 

- The pass lvity of Srltatn and Fr:ttnce toward the Fuehrer• 

ae. Iv. It te-s 1'A · ~stria; •tthough h grq.t ty dls~o·lnted and 

33 vh't.ll ,~ ,-taffan. Jt1or•hin1 to{1~x -Und0;r, N,Js5iojlJnl. , . 114. 

3 The so--c•lled tres.-a front ts d f 5eussed In the foilowtn~ 
-Ch"Pter. 
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dfstllustoned, the uce. dfd not df-reet ·ly thr~ :ltel y Into 

the 11rms of Hitler. MussoJtnPs bhterness over Oollfu.ss•·s 

assasslnatfOA -amt the memory of the Ve:ntee meeting made such 

.1 tr1enctsnfp- tncon-celv•bf to everyone but Hitiel' . Ont-y the · 

German die.t•tor foresaw the lsolatlon fn whteh Ital y ffll-S to 

flnd herself Ind be~ 11as wery •s a cat wateMng hls ptey.1135 

But at tba end of' 1934 the Fueh·re.r • s opt lml$m wa without 

visible, foundetton . Pol-f tlcal and personal relations between 

the two leede:-n wer& h•rdly e:onduotve to agree.meat ,a;.d the 

Austrian ques t ion was b y n-o means ·settled. 
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In 1937 G erat 

htiophm c.e..-f 

,edition•• early• th 

of th 

as rly 

~ 

. -e spoke wJ t 

ve • diplomatic 

ld 11 Ue _., back mvch further..-

·· s of the £thl . ius et Adowa ht 18 ••t•H raakle Ind• ~f 

•ffllfl-Y f tall s • J!U!isol i Ai • 

op.ea•d in I ,0. ,) What C.OVld N 

re&ew he ttu99le forty · 

it 

than f -r HussoJ h,t to 

•• st the mouRtafn emptr. · -"lch t 

ltaUMa iwld· s ·1ong r g•rded as rJgbtfuHy theirs? 

There was, however. ne. sl aifieat difficulty •dell Mus. · 11 i 

SI tinl 
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. entirely corf! , , however MAti - i • tn remark! . IA is · I~ : 

Musso 11 ft.I • s, des f ,gns upon, S'S Inf wer 
unsuited to the •t let of t1l twentieth co t1',Y. 
they belonged to those _ rk • es ,llrJb• wtJI t '. Mil 
feh themselves tl led · o conquer yellow, - · • 
b1.ack11 or r 11e11 • . ~ . Hb!~4, t ; .th.el r 
super 1 or strength end weapon_ .• 

tollnl. bowevw. wf ~• fOOd ,___ thought oace-htflerl.elts r1t ~t,n i 

M position to eppo1e t e loniat a_plr-•Uans of 1t ly, late. eo1rer in 

Afrl~•• 

to 

to upport t Bi9·1 tsh _v rnment I its Otldl ff rt 

the COtlUStlon to ~troct • dam on Lak a · • 

t 
, 
I 

ad .., _ a. e raHway c.uttlng acro1• Eth'i>pla had · not. 

•t have th 

titled to 

ec;retary Sir 

&rlUsh F r lgn 

l ved ld tf J 

r. 1925, was to pl d the 

. no to nt rf , with , __ eHnl -• - I 

_ r •• s · long _ -rl t lsh I. ter t in tb T . r · ion 
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Thus. •-P kl .fig befo~ the fta1tan Ch_..r on . y 2S .• 1935:1 the 

Ital hm Pr•far ••fd: 

The ltaUan.-£tbiot>fn probl• goes beck 
to 192. a ts sholiil> by document lldlld\ can• 
publlah t f the ti IN, c . • tt was In tg-t 
year tnat· I began to ••iu the probl•. 

ht 1935, Sir Autt Charaberl•1n wn •tll l all · and did not contr .. lct 

ht•~ Nu~sollnt's h1terp1"etatlon of th• Aftglo-ltatr•n A9tfllNPt was, «>tract. 

~t 1then, l9JS WP not t92S. Jtonetheloss, the atUtvd of the foref gn 

Office In 19JS departed Jlttle from thl •rl-y line urttU 8rhtsh 9UbUc 

oplRlOO tntervened. 

When Hu soltnf prepared for th fulfJ Haent of ltaty• treditiON11 . .

or f.tn-de-ital~,ste •• dreao of tbiopfan. conqNtt. he was not ac.cept·i 

ttltler*s poUcy ht Au1tr·ta, nor wa a. cdthia his lot. wl b the Nazis. 

Hit plmt to· •tt~k thfopia wu bas-ed 1-n lert• p•rt upon th• fee that 

Hitler Nd adml ·tted It illOUld t•ke t..o yean t0: repar Ansdt-lH~• a that 

·Mu.ssoU,\l .sSWJled th . Afrtcen confU~t would be short. 11 ¢.e h ected 

the, t.elt approval of 8rlt•ln end Fr•ce.7 He _. aefther aNAdonht Austrta 

nor cealtng to oppos• Hitler· in l9]S. In fact, rel&tlOM be.t.een HJ tier and 

fNssotlnl durlng the flrat. half of 1935 we.re frt111k17 hostUa. 8Y Apt.fl, 

Goering _. falttarfy cQa1Plalnl119 th•t t'llsaoltnt _. •rkhtg •s-lnst GertlllftY 

1 very postt l>le flel ,. Furthet'llll'W-•, the Garman pr••• was part I euta,ty 
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fcrr Ethiopia. .Until f :t was e1e.r th•'t Muss.otf ntt• pol Icy M>Uld brlng 

hh• 1nto conf·ltet wttb th League and &rea:t lrltiln1 ttaly•s ~o10ftlal •• 

p 1 vat I•• . eAJoyed no _sympathy I ft . .nliltly. 

eftftt• ht Austria t• ,,evlous ,·sWIRl!lr had driven race nd t taly ctoser 

together··. Atthovgh MusN·Hnf ,.· (t,)~,9· x d ta l9,.t during the trf.an 

<:rtsls, that 
1
f'ruo• and · ngland woul4 do nothhtg tel coUabG,ate with th . 

aptnst an •tr :sslve Germany, 9 llutollrd tn his foreign ,ollcy was a,,xlous 

not only to safeguard Jta1yts posit.Ion ht :Eu.roP• agelnst the Get•n th-reat, 

.wt •lso o Hl:11-~-e -her .ttlJ)«Jriat ftttv.re In Afr;fca. Agalast Qermany. closu 

reletJe1 with :f.ranoe and Great Britain woutd be usiefut end essential_. 

tut tn the Mediterranean •-nd Afr.lea disagreements whh both tbeu ,owor• 

might wn arise. TM. Duff bof)eo., nevertheless .• tlNtt tbe ~ need for 

s.-:urhy feh by Italy., Fran¢•• and Br-ltal.n Jght lndu(;e tho two 

~raeles to accept th« f'tal Ian iq>e.r-lal lst prog.ram ht East Afr I ca and 

be, was not f a,r wrong .. 

.... 
!JOOd wf1 I amt be found Frace eictremely fNiPr for #fl underttam:Hng ·wltb 

t14ty. Go Janu•ry S,. 19JS. f'lerre Laval,. Fre~b lforelgn IUnleter· pd seon 

to IMKome P-r f,~, vt tted lame and met th lluc·e •t Paluzo Venez ,Ja. 

9 On October 6,, 193't,. add,resslng tb . workers of Milan. PAl'SsotfnJ sahf: 
t'Une entent• •tr• . t t Itel fe ot ·ta f;rartce ser•I t hwti le et fecondo .. n 
This dht not mean. however, tl\at he did not ddl~• cloqr re.l•tl.ont with 
both Fr•" ad Great 8rltala. Geort•• RowG. ••~soltf!~• p • . zt6. 
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Durto9 Ln•l '-1 •tav fn Rcca, •n agr~ be._.,., the tw goverament11 

wt c.ottcb.1:de.t oa ~,y 8. deaHng whb tteft&R, pottcy ht £•t Afrtee 

end the po•Jtf• f'f ft•l fu cltlz-ett-s la f:1"4mch Tunit:I ·•· Nophig to present 

• sttong Mtt·-ee-rmat1 front •Rd lh vlew of the conce.ssloM 'lt•1y s•v.:e 

trance in TW1ttl•• Laval p•ted Mvss.o·l lnt •• awe ot tu1 fre-e -llaa4 in 

:stbtpp.l-a. Ther• ba beeft RUCm 40Arttove,ny. over ·wt,.cher L.•val gave Uety 

'"'e fr• llad*' ,oHtluUy or Wt•thor M h•d ••nt to do eo m,JJ ta.,, 

,.-, •~lo,,.., • . ~ ,f.a,vat bt•etf, t.n-.1 la• p.rtv•t• te,tter., admlued that 

he had •-c••• Hy a•.i the. _,,,_., Jon ''• frM baadi, •h~t any .,.u ft ced oaa ► 

so thn ft Mi t,ht • · f- nte:rpritted ht ehlntt" poll t t e1.t or ac:ot110111 c te.rms. to 

1.av•l •• det♦.nala• to Kbf •n • .ot•t•-wt th Italy aPd •• wn tlag to 

ltftOr• lbe lthfo,J• qvuttOA, f0:, FreKh $MUtlty. 1tus101 IA1,, neturally. 

JH"•,f•r~cd tba poUtloJ fM.,...,etatlon. -.ad tett h•ly •• atep close, to 

6: dlpl-oa.tf¢ Mtl• •!lllibJ. ht lthfoplt,. whUe t-tJ U oppotfnt ffJtl•r h1 

The Gertllttt artll0Vl14.-nt of left.-4 COlll-«·I ptlor. I a Jlll,r.df. .- an open 

'.def ·J•~ of th• ¥er.-1Uet T,,_ty .- 1M In arty· A,t,U ·to ltaHan

COOIHJT•Uao l.n tit• •~lied Sti".d:a fro,n. Let• tbu • week befor• t:he 

L.._,. of ttatJ-. wu to ~ - the GeflflM •Htl0tt. ,.,.'.rd•l•t i ·v.• of 

Ft'DOe, ,, .. t ll'H.•J•. tftfl Italy met •t the h•H• Alpine ..... ,uorc -Of 

$tt-esa amt. qr-eed t ·o lted togetbe•· qa-l,at,t .-.,vr..-i ·Ge~. Th• StNt• 
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· f ron-t • however,. was .Oft 1 y a very t nuout pl edffl of ·• ~QlllhOA po I f cy to 

oPP<N-• Jfltl$1' . Wbe,. bs.oUai proeleh•d anew the f nd•end~• of 
. . . ' , 

Au,trla el'ld ·u:ndett-ook to, JI ,ou~ i • • HJndepus•u1 e • t" equH i bre 

1plrltuet ~ potltfquo ·de l"luro,e,u Part• $-upported him. but London 

•• · .. ~ mo-re cold and ev•• i ve. 11 And when: he f ., rther propcsed trnat the 

tlreilt Powan tnterwne. to keep Germany frOln r.-rmtn9 -,•Jnai tbe t-er•· of 

the Yo,,1aH ln Truty., 1,oth 1,h1ln nd FrMc• we:r hosti1-e to the 

tqgesth:m. Mu,101 lfti •1 ptt,po••l• •re f•r too vJtorov1 to suit .&rltalr. 

end Fr~. Hence, the $t.1es• froat . .,.. "ydlolotJ~'t rather th•n COMr&t·e .. 

Ah~p tfle app,oac:hf n9 _ thi op i a oonfl let was not d.Jtousaed •t 

si,,eo,. I· t wu ¥ety •eb prae•t •t the t•l kt . ;The We•·te:,n ,.._«r& were 

wet1 ware tha1 Nu&solhd W:S ptepa-ring for an attaet on Ethlo,ta. 

fearfng ·that the tl'-kUsh ttb-foplu quenton a.f g,ht hf•~ an uade.rstndhtf:, it 

wes, lt s..-,, Pre:fu11r avoided by the Frend\ 11110 t,ltttb re,,r•entatfvea. 12 

Stace E 'hfopi• wa not meathmed., Mws1.01inl bee-. eonvtnc.«t that lti-Uin 

•• wel 1 at Fr-•e• -ad MW glwm hhl the g-reen•1 lfht h, Afrlea in fett.trn 

fo, itt• J-«vf~•- ..-hl:Jt Gerlllfty. 

Vnf>Mp(lred by fin• tc.rupl.- Qf l•••Hty (ithf•i• wn • iN9'l• INhlt.r) 

ad ene&ur ... l,w the.,_, ... precedent to ltanebukuo ,,. 1931. ,_.s-cdfnl 

••· wtHtnt ·ta ul'Mfanake th• rtab of the ,eolon-i•I edveature. Fal Ung, to 
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goad -:. thlopi •• • Emperor Ha 11 e Se f aws I e 1 nto an agg·rass i ve a(;.t. tne !:fa& 

usoo • boundary d I tpute bet thlopta end tte1 h•n &om.ll hmd •• th 

W•lwal hn:f dent of hc:eaaber 5,- 1934 •• u a prete.J(t f'or 1auneh1Ag 

hostH hie$. 13 

t tho ®t et;t it seamed at t f the WI wou.l.d succ•ed with t it t t 

o,- no oopos hf - f -rom th £u,op-.. powe:r~ . He had persu-.ded Laval to 

.ac,;e,t e free h nd for Italy ht Ethtop,ta and It appared th ·t the BrJt:fth 

GoveYt'lllent was pr pared to Jgno~e the ten.Ion ln Afrfce. lut by ear1y 

sW11ae:r, es tta1y'& prepar•tlons fo:r the •• yet unt!oclered war became 

tn.;re11 lngly. obvJou&1 the lr1Ush pu!tllc. be-pn to ta . alarm. As Albert 

Shat poh1ted out in am - _ lcl - in 9vlft ~f- . fVll'd! (Oc ober., 1935): 

E :,Y •t-, ln the· moblllzetfon of tt•ly 11 
f.or~es and tnet r tr n.tport to the .poi nu oo th 
Af.rloan eo•st from which they weer: . to advance tn 
duo time. was proelalmed with the IIIG$-1 1a.,re siw 
pub.t l~ity. ,-,,sot hd 1 1 st-etements, taken tn Qon• 
junc:tlon with ftalfan aGtlvhlo, -,uld have been 
~on,trued as • dee hi.rat I °Tit of ••r t f d I r.ctt.d 
-egahut • Euro,MD power. _ 

Altbot.tgh i-ltish pqbU~ c,phifon, de~hledly f•vored the £thto,lana, the 

·Qov _FJVBeflt seemed to ,ignore the tmptfeaUont of the lUIIM ttoopthlp 

wh l dh •re ;using thto'19b ~ ·Sud Cenat . 

On JI.me 23•24, howeve-r, th · British Mhiltter fo~ L~ Aff•lr • 

AntbOAy Eden vf-Jtted -Rome In • an .. t to tr-a vent • •r lo Ethiopia. Eden 

offered Hut$Ollnl com;esslon . '"11-dl the letter reJoc.ted n tn~equ•te• 
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•Int.at oiag th-at the Eden plan would only bav Aldded· to haly 1s al reedy 

superabuftdant. itcoUeetf on of deserts., 11 5 Mussotinl 's ,efu.s•I had 

profoun.d eff.ct on £den who. vntble to aGeept that a propoeal . e by 

hfm could be turned down, nev r forg•ve haly or Hut otrn-t for this 

hnaglned ·snub. t.. vJn9 Rome • . den rem,rked that Museollnt was not • 

gentlemen. and the Duse c..u-atlcally ltsued the rejoinder. nt never saw 

• bet ter-<tr-essed f oo 1 .. • tl 6 

WhHe &den*• handl Ing of the Brltl$b ttd su"e«ded only in 

ant.ago.nl -1tn9 the ttatlan Pr•ter, MussoHn·I wa.s det,'#~mf.n-ed at all cost, 

to let no-tbltt9 inte.rrupt 0cr modify hh plus. Th Oyie remarked to the 

Frendl Mbd:sedot to flame, ttJf you brought me Abyts'fnl• on sUv r pl-•tt r, 

I would not ~eept It, •• I em r _ solved to i•ke t-t by fotee • .n17 The 

pretense that ft•ly was thr.-t -d by· the _ itbloplen1 nd -was aot ing defensively 

wes ,put f0;rward fol' the s•ke· of dfplomath; etlquette, .and e:ould not be 

(nor It) t .•ken serlously. At any rate, tt Ii dou-btfut th t the 8r1ttab 

"bite would have ac:cepted the ·c:Olllproml _e offered by Edeo. shtce bV June 

there •• publl~ rag In Brhatn over ltaJy*1 mf lltery ~reparations. 

the 8nit h · opposed ha I y 1 n lth i op i a P•rt l V on -the domes tie i asue 

of the Peace Ballot In 1935. The £thfop,tan que1tlon over l!llb'f.eh Brfthh 
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aroused. had not been dhewst•d at Stro••• It wa-s only when the results 

o_ the Puce. 8atlot,. 10:rt of r farendum for collective & c. rit)' sponsored 

by th Labo:r and LI b.ra•1 parties. IS wr · pul>Hshed #!fJ a.-ed to p-,ov. the 

~id1tene-e of Leavue f tlciffl Jn mflllona of ertthh clU& M, that th 

a. · iwf• ·C•bhiet dectd·ed it must edopt a atrott; Laague policy l f h wu to 

wln the next ela.tion. 19 Heru; · , after June the Government Initiated a 

fo_.ef·gn potl¢y ap,ef'et\tly hottl 1,e ·tQWatd h .aly. 

On ktober 3; e.fter months of vistble. mtUtuy :pr~r tioM by 

Italy and •tern dfplQN.tf c prot . ts from 8rltatn, the .Riis& taunched I t• 

lnva Ion of £thtopl•. Wt bin Httl. mor than I week. the Coun~U of the 

leagwe. Which hect Ignored the Ethiopian ertsla elf thf · time., declared 

haly an egsrea or,. and its Altembly,. under pressur by •.d-en1 voted economl¢ 

••nc-tt one f Jl the f Ol'OI of . bartoea (Art I el e ) 6 of th Covenant) • l n the 

imposltion of 1-am:tlon•• the 8rlthb Goven&et't ,,., the leadl.ng prota9onist. 

The L gue .members oth r than reat Br.Ital n were not at •ll keen. e:bout 

••anctloni; la France, . .L•v•l continued t .o •h,teta bh trong oppoJition to 

them, although h d.,-ed not J rrltate the &rltt,h t:oo •tt.rply. 

IS Vll lar.t Ntntains l n tt•ll an . ef . - I fpp. 13S·• 
l)6) that 1'no ~, of t~ Goverome.ftt Briti •eeiu to have r.eafized 
that th ballot •• one of the ·mott eo1ossal f .r.uda of -modern tfmet 11 

fff thut COftl)roml•e •• not glv n a roal .dtaffl:e f'tll It w.s too lat • 
1' Clwrc:bl 11 • I!J! ·i9th. Ina .S)ore, J)t). 169--170. 
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Th re-wu, how.ver. one powerful vole of opposition to the 

GoverAment r., . dd op Jan po II ey. Tne one l)ff:Son who ••-- to have r . H zed 

the dangers of an ttalophobe •ttftude ws Wtnst-on Chutehtl t. C-hure.ttil t 

expressed fn PerHament .s ••r·ty as July gr,ev mlsgfvlngs about the 

t ru.eu 1 ·nt role tr I ttl n was pl ayfot t n the crl & i u 

As we stand todA)' th f'ill I & no doubt tb t 
-a ~loud has ~ over- the· friendtblp- .between 
Gr t Brhaln ,snd Jttly, • cloud w.lch,_ ft seems 
to me, nutV 'flf.rf eas i l y .not P••• _.y 1 -• l though 
undoubt_dl y I t I •w.rvone' • des t re that l t 
should. 

There wr ·also many In th Foreign Offlee w.o beUeved that ftaly had good 

e~our ged by 9rh•••~ •~ mt;ht h•ve c0111promlsad whb tt•ly.21 ttut the 

Cabfoet decter d_, heylag -tnlt1.usdef"ttood \Jl-e ~•c · of the Peaet htlot, 

th•t B.r l tai n WOii 1 d uphoJ d her o.b 1 l get I ont to the Leape •• wh t eh meant 

O,Potlng Italy vi. roualy ht Eth:Jopi • 

Tbe Coawht . , on SeeUon• 1p•nt flw, week, 1-n deHbetat.tng upon 

what 1ort of •actions might be most effe¢tlv • Aft . .. • month of deep study·, 

It decided t~t no embargo 1hould be put n :oe.1. iron. steel C>l' cotton•• 

•H usentl•l rw Rl4tle:rh1l1 fo-r *'• aad no embargo_. placed on otl,. whlch 

•would h••• mad Hu&-sof'inl •, war •~ 1tb1e. But., lronlcaUy. an embargo •• 
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p1i1t ~ c.antels 11 mul s, amd ,ckfflk ys,. n we11 at upon alumhtvm. a met rie1 

whJeh Italy prO®ced t& •u~h large qu•ntltlu th•t ,she expo,-ud it. 22 

These tN1lf-be•r-1ed ••n~tions. aow'F'ding to, buff Cooper,. 

doh19 the minimum of bani. we IMt.t.rred 
-Ura maxi_. of I H-.wl 11 ,, end ~ a t I• wfl9ft 
the whtd of fear NB ti ft n:g end th• n•t ion& 
were ea•tousty wetc.blng for- f•dlc:atlona of w.••-· o, ltrenvt.h. GtNt lrftahl appeared -
bafw• them _ •• a fr le nd oot11,0 be rel I•• upon 
and a fa aot ·te• be feared. ·' 

What WM tho .effect of ,a(Wnomle ••nethms 'on 1taly? iO Haar-Uy:, 

of eourso_,, they wre us:ele • and d14 notcobstnact dte progres• af the 

c:o-nqueat . More Important,_ hOWO'Vtl"-':1 anctl••• dupt t• their ·obvi()U$ 

lenleftey, lnf-ttriatadi t he ltaUatt p~le, WOO.· qutt-e Juttly blamed the 
~,;~!":;...,,t. t_1\" ,.;:: •. ~ 

lritfth Gov rnmeot. · lefo,re the 1Ethiopf·an eonfltct. the lutl111e1" and faU of 

1935 had marked • low point ht tb.e popularl ty of Fl:SQflm ht ftely. r'Of' 

the ff r1t time si co the Hlltteotti affeir, ltalf.- 9nMDbled openly attd 

ant l•wr tlosans •re c!\etked tm bvHdlngs. fLtrthent0re,. dl ,content in• 

ct'eatff with the opt n-tng of h41U llti·es on, OetoNr J. Wh4J;t dltpeHed a 

tarp measu-re of h end r.-111-ed the il•lf•n people around the _O\l~. •• the 

ht,o• it I O¥l of ~onoml e, san·r;t f otJS t,y the League ·ilbi eh, t:0 lllOH I taH us. 

teemed a grfMI lnJu•Uee. 24 T·y.piGal of the hut:JpattoB of the Ital r.,.,. was 

tbat exp.re,sed. by Ghirglo -Pini., a F'aclst. -,ologbt,. In th~. ~fflc;l'•l Jti fe 
of t,nlso. -aotlel~ 
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On No'WIIMr 18. the luf'OPMn coat t ·ttoa eon• 
•plrta1 •t a.ew hdt14ted th• .monatreus .-fot• 
,-t•~l• crt• of ~re •~UOt\l -,elnJt Ua-ty; 
lt •• • V.f'l~•1• ,,_,. ptcut.iad to •trang1e lt 
into •utatssloa f-or lack of r-aw 111terJ•l• and of 
go·ld .ct

1
tbroup th• ~toa I 119 of al I doors to t· tic 

export•. ,- -

h•ly Wit ladlfJAlOt ~d __ ~ltt!Va iDd hit pct"Of>«91111d.t machine explolt-6 

I.be 1 ·I tu•t ta to ·th• tttllOli. 

lt wa,, aoi untU 1-. f•U• howver. iht ti. trl'tlsh GovertilllMt 

r•v.aled ~ h iDNRt &Ir bMtton•·• AltftCIUtb llldwtn wet r-Molved Oh 

._.., .... he wu ..-nv r••tved tflv• lldt • ·• ·wr •• • resvt1.·26 

ht- ur-1y 0..cemblt. ·tta. '"•ch PY•l•r L.-t lu-r-4 St., Samuel Mou•,. 

a,,1i-1,b forefp -Secr•tuv. -to Par-fl, Md ,--,1-4ed b~• 10 .... t • e~ 

JltOlftiM Vader Which the ... ,or of lthtOtJI• IJIOUl-d be oblt9ed to~ two• 

t!ttrcll. of bta land to -tuly .• 11 Jf tfM Ju!. wovt.ct heft aue,ted ~h• Noara• 

Lbet pllft1 f.t ta 'l\tlt•- POIJlbl• 11-1 • Jraet1oal sotutton could uve Mell 

,.-cbd. Atthoup on -.C•t.r 9 tk -8r'ftlib c•1-, -,towel tke ltoal'-1• 

~•l ,,. to P4t,tlU• ·Etbl·opl•. t• rMet.foa of ,.,u ..... t .. public. to 

I' CWMQ ltldwht to ''""°" th• aote and .-ay tir,ocrtt f ~Uy that he Md. 

rMtty ne-,er llk.t th• t... Hoar•_, forud to t'Ul·p ad Fr-eflCh hopes 

fol' ~•er~r• d••t,oyed-. 

;: ~~'• "-'. a• tu111.1u11., et:,111,1se NusJO•.hll <Lom:bl., 1,,,,. 
~ . -.iool ht-I left - doubt tha, .. would' ..... ,. •toJJ IMcttoa" ... -
ff't of w.r. :.• A. ~~_?.'•· _U11501 _&M15. (ihlW York, 193&). p. 1,t. 

- ~. S: _5-,Cltt li6. ,j -· 
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Tfte £tblopl1u1 -war., hav·lng dr•g,-d 01l -~ s'h 1ongttl" truan MusaoU t 

hN ..ntldpt • ·• ended tt.y s. \936. uky .ol>Jectlv., h s1mp1 _•"'the ~ 

h-4 dac1ared SOUMI year, before. ••• wut •• tUke ,ICJtly ta.t, t.-as~ec.t&d? 

•nd fur•d• uaS ,., tta·t f aM~ after Ethtoplat 4en.led tlwlt he had done so. 

Jt I• ao ~•g,er•t :f on, to ••Y that lent t .o MI.ISS<ll hd ra~hed he summi t of 

h It po,u larl ty on tn. at ght of Hay 9 ~ 1936, wh•n" d·r81Nt t ~•,I I y proc 1 • t med 

the tmpir _ fNm ht• bal·cony. of P•lu•o hrnezla: "'me ttaHan peopl bas 

;reat•d the -.tr, •I th its b¼ood~ l·t wil) fecuftd•t• t t wj th- I ta work. 
••~. i:.;; .. ~:1>~ ~/:-i; '., •.;,.,''f .. • < TI• : 

«nd _dafud Jt as-l~t -.yone wl~J ht artOI . ttl9-- For oiu;e the exuberanc 

&f th$ erowd was 9«miti no •. 

Yet the succ.es• of ·the lthloptan wa, wa -not without • very high 

prltet It r ult•d tn df9l01Mti~ iaotaUen -.i dl.satttou• ovei-eStimatlon 

of Ital hm 1t,rength,. l'lu,oollnl dld not w-.r tartd tMt he -wa1 provokin_g 

th ethdr powers OY.et' Etbfo,l•. ffl ·tl•I' hoped to Md dta J)f'oflt ft'Offl 

Musso t hl t t. r tol , t h>th Wt t l i - Shh~ "' noted •euratel y the fWd?E!H'. I 

· tt-ltt1de tow.rd ·tM .tlol•. aff•lt to ISi ln _ R1,a; 

Ettliler ·ttu toHnl 1t1Hl :ltWlible and gel bl 
lelf 'IC> t...vHy J volv.d la Af:pl~• &bet he wt H 1-
9i'eat1y ~ In , utGP•• lfllh•r~ 11-hler CM 
1-e·11-e Autt.rl•• •• or he wB1 wtn. d.,ylJtt F~anc• and• 
lrl taln_, ftd thereupon .. ~•P• for ,I tl•-up lrl!th. 
tHt1ef' -agalnst tb• W.Startt dlfflOC.YKhta. E-ttheft 
w-.y Hltfer wfnt~JO · 
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the German dl<!tator d.ld Dot h•v• to give a11y ff · r:tlve aid tG ttl. s-oHal i 

lte merely offeted moral encourageme:ni In his flgbt ,a94io t the League. 

·WU:b 9l'Mt skU1,. Hlthu~ ·frultfuUy explohed the dlplomath: cri1is over 

ttnloplfl. 

HutaoUnf*s victory ht Afttlca eaus ·d hit pQpul«ity et home to 

abroad .., en_d It b-.l bMn t nd•u cons i darebl • •• 41: t l t:Ju,t "ant sh · • Th• 

lth:lopl•n- wv Md the League• .• ·4•!isJa OY r awtlou q•latt ltaly wockad 

the. LeqtHa* reduetnt It tG v l-.fbte ~1mpotonoe. Wor ~• llJOreo-ver .. t e 

e,onfttc.• bl'ought ebcut the brea.kdoWf' of the St,res front . The dlaintegr•tiOfl 

of 'tt,la alignment foreed Mut,ollnt, howev-,r u.nwtt Hngly, ctONr to frtenclthf p 

whb ffltler .. For this thuatt.01\h both th trltlsh Government and -olfnt 

wr•, pon•iblo. The Brltt h potJtt~hui•, etpecJally 9eldwin and Edetl. 

failed to cob$lder tb4t they sdtht nt d ttely to matntaln coll c:tfv s eurtty 

agehat :ffitlerlsm.31 lt wu • 11i t•ke they would atte,ap't to e.orr11et later •• 

tin•uc~u1,fu I J•l• 

Uahapg.fly for tho pene, t>f iurope. Al$sollnJ.ls ,adventure la 

Ethtopt. alld its d-iplouth: 1"-,erev1tOA-S ht the Wat Gltlmately drove 
.:_ .. ~/." ;~ ~f:li--~~;~~;··~·~ . 

;: _ e,bt h•ly flrti) the arms of Ha:1 I Ge:hMny and 10 pl'odv4ed A 'If tuat hm tb•t 

the lrltttk. the frtmdl .• Md NttSS()llni IMd ... fort.anau enough 10 avoid 

•f n,;e tbe ·bag·lnn.htg of t933.. Yet wtth the conqu.e.-t of lthto,:,ta attd the 
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creation of tho £mptre. Ben.Ito kuSl<>llnt wu far from eager for en 

aligament with ffithif'., much 11Ltu ready to subJe-~t ttaly 1 $ desttnles to 

the wU t of the {ufir~_. But the Ouee. did not immediately 9resp tha meantn9 

of tsolath>t1 .,. or the lattftt.g a>l\Sequencet Qf his plendld Hute war .. 
;.;,.~. ,f .. , ·•· ,, . ~; 

. 1'-: • ,1_ .... 



C -ti\ IV: Tlf OAJ) TO BERt. I .. 



PMJT Gentizon, the _l•s publicist, cG11Dentt ng on the ,con• 

tequences of 8rlthh •nd French dtplomaey from 1934 to 1936. wrote tn 

eitea• ~- PU1P1: '1th• lome•hrtln Axil WI f ·orged f,n ,.,,. •• and 

~ondon. It bean the tre.,..,k 'made ht ingland. •01 While Gentl1:on•• 

contenUOA Is all 9btly uaggerated. It 11 not wholly Inaccurate. The 

ltalo-Gerun repprochement wu In the b4&9lnnln9 • decfdedly shaky oo•. 

The f 1,st ,..t Ing between, M·l t ler and Nutsot Jnf. h•d bMn • ~ • ete 

·ftasc.o, ending In •. mls·und•r&tendlng over Aultrf e whl -cb mede metters 

wn than, before. -Br·lt-at -n•t- eoasph:uous rile In the i090tltlon of 

1attcUon1 t,y -the Lt!l&gue, boweve-r, outraged the hat.Ian, and llhen Germany 

oatentat1ously refr· _ ff\ed from •••oeletfng herself with the po1 ley -of 

the l.eagu•. wttich she wu on the verge -of' quJtttng, ''the ~-Berl l :n •xts 

wa» born. ui The out»reek of the SpPl•h- c:lvt I war In July:• 1936. whf le 

not the hnedlate 4:Male ,of the friendship, confhmed th · po1slbf Uty of 

art ltelo-Ge,-11 •1r•••rt~ $pa:tn was •-~f'tant because the tw f •~bt 

utlont bettn t1t vtew one ._.tl4•r _,.. cofdl•lly •• loe>n •• the par•lt•lltta 

of thef r poltef•• be~ _ wt dMt~ 
I 
I 
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At the be9lnnln9 of 1936. de1,rte ftaly.'s laol.uton resulting· 

from the conth,ued hostJlltlet tn lthJopta. telatlen1 between Italy 

and Germany were st 111 c~ t I c•t•d hy the quut .Jon of Aust r I an In

dependence. Speekl 09 wl th von tarhemk-tg In January, 1936., Hu110 Ii n I 

remarkeds ••1:, h ,esslbt to JJllke a p•et with a.rmany? t1 Germany 

cap•ble of kea,l.-9 • pact? fl 1teaft wtth Germany pos lb1e?tt3 When 

von Starhernberg becam6 alarmed by the talk of an l·t -•ll•n oeer2fhS!!!fit 

wt th Germatty. he • ked :t,l 
1
Quee If the Auttflfant could def lnlt•ly (:Wnt 

on Jtaly not ·to come to an agreement with hrlht 1r1 the ex,,en1e of 
. , 

Aun·r .fa. MUssol lof ••sured th . lead r of the tfl~-r: n1 wl 11 mt 

give u, Austria. I cennot giv, her up. ,You may count on th:at 

CNtftaftely.•.4 The dlffl<:u1t1e1 In E.thl"'-1• -hai ffOt ·chan,-d bls Au1trlan 

poth:y~·- · Tt,us, until Hitter offered ,ane tang'lbt guarantee -of Austrian 

lndepel\d-,c:~_, any thought of • ltato-German undet•t•ndfng •• out of the 

question. As long •• the lttu• of Aun,•• reMJ-•d unsolved ed ,n,cert,tn, 

demon•tratfoas of frlendthlp betwen Ger•ny Md Italy •r• no more then 

that •• •howf d___,tr•tlot1s without bul• l:n ruHty.S 
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Nonetheless, the first clear symptoms of a raeprochem,~t between 

the Neil and Fasci st Ffl;glme, were m,anlfested •• eal'ly es February. l!}.36. 

wh8!' France w.-, on the pol at of ratifying the Franco- -oviet Peet. whieh 

had been s .lgned on Hay 2. 1935. By the m:Jddle of February, distaste for 

the P•ct •• expr•••ed ln the l&a,1 la.n •• well •• th• German press. On 

febntef'y 25, the-'1 we·r• rul.QQtt i. "~-• Uflf0\&11d•d l t I ater tur.·ned out, 

that Jtaly Intended to Jotn Genuny In • · d•nuncl tlon of the Locarno 

Pact as a means of e.xertf:ng p·ressure upon th• ·sanctlonl1t Wot• uropoan 

power,. New reports of a under1tandln9 t>etween Germany ad Italy ¢ropf)ed 

up In- Karch .. this time la 8etlfn. fr~ its Berlin correspondent, the 

Ht,psfJepter fiM•rd;II!! learned trust Germany end haly had ilready :,ome to 

en agreement. Thl-1 wa-1 f•r frcn the , el situ•t.19h. Actually d_lplematlc: 

telattons between Rome and BeFl In ·were of an- on•agal.n. off-age1n nature, 

and were ttendered especfetty dtff.fcuJt Wten Hltle:r announced the 

remtl Jtarfzailon of the lhlneland. fn lpl te of lrhaln.'1 hostile attl twde 

tow•:rds t ·h• .Ethiopian. conquest, the .PJua_ w.1 anxJ001 for • retuf'n to Mf~able 

relatJoM wl -th both Britain bd FranGe. Th• Hoar .•t..aval Paet of the 

prevlouf De¢ember had created cOMte.matlon In Bar1fn, b.flJ,uau•• it wu thought 

that Mw11ol-lol would accept the coq,romi1e. tbua. reutertlng the Str · • 

front. The faUure of tho Hoer.,...L•v•I e,onpr:omlse rettor d HI tier• .. opUmhm. 
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Not qu I te f Ive month• efter the JtaU 11n vl ctory In th I op J a, the 

S,•n.lah clvil war broke out. This th•ree-yur stru191e produced the 

gravett of dlplomatfe problems for the pve-e, be.c.at•• It opened a ·pro.found 

aby11 betwen hi• go-varnmen.t, which supporto:fl the Spenl$h fn urgenu, 

Md Great &rJtatn. and Franee, who symp•thl1ed whh ~•publican Spalfl. 

F. A. Voigt described the Spanish ,tvi1 wer: 

Europe .• I PSte•d of unhlog Jo cornnm pity 
to-nop It. Is dlvfded fn a,rd.nt ,.~uushl_p to 
prolong It, ... Stdn hav• ~ taken •• tn • 
f ootba match.. aA<J entbut h••• hat been I Rf hned 
rather theg eooled by th• cruelty of th• 
apectat·i e. 

Nu-.onal foollsh1y tqok an •ettve part ,f n the Sp•n.Jsh ·conflJc.t, h•rd\y 

speculattng on what ttaly had to gatn fr-om Franeo•• vletory. 

From the v• rt begtnnlag, how•ver, the fyehr9r'1 S"'1flh policy WH 

tbrewd, calculated and f•r••••IAS-7 ft wat Hitler's Intention to prolong· 

the S,•nflh ~tvJl f' ha order to keo, lrltaln 11nd Fr-.ee -and Italy at 

loggerheadJ pd dr w Huasot h1I toward hhn. Nore than • yep later, ea 

November s. 1937, Kl tier .r-eftel'ated bl• Spanish poUcy in• c;onffdenU1l 

t•lk ·with hf• g~rels: 

·_ hYndred percent ·v I ctory f .or Frenco It 
not de,t rable. from tho German· pofttt of •few. 
Ra,ther we are Interested In • c.ont f nuane• of· 
th• wat

8
tn k•epla9 up the tertslOll In the Medlter• 

renean. 
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Thu1 1 Garmany•• support for. Franco••• llm.tted. In return for the money 

ad effort Italy ex,e11ded on tntetventton In Spa-1,n,_ Multofhtl got nothing 

for hb JM1h1t, ·M"Pt • dlplot111tlc and ¥1-11 ft•tJ headaehe. While vict.ory 

wouhi bcrfng 1 lttle , .. ,d, one. lt•ly had taken • actfv part, defeat 

would •• a h>•t of fate which he dared not corJt-,late. Spain was a 

poHtf ,;al mlstake •• elemantary •• It was no· :lirr-efHtreble.9 

biphwat1oeHv ltel•ted after the ltMo,len ..r1 the 0 ideole9tca1u 

atr\199Je ht Sp·ah, dNlf ltiety ~leaet to Germany." Ahhouth the trftlab end 

French atteapte:d to wh, lti11ollrat aack after 1an¢tlrms had 1-an dropped 

·(th•Y were abot ,,.,_ soon a.fter .Italy*, vf0ctory In Africa), the common 

obJ~t. o.f Mu:ssolial Md Hitter tn their penJ•h policies helped to bring 

the two ri9lma 10 an wderttel\dlag. .By Jut:y, tt wea ageln COJllDOn t•lk 

ha Rcme ttu1t an h•lo•Ge~n elll,enee we• ht the .ittq. 81rch•l1, the 

lfew Vork li,e~ e.orr.spondent f A hr 11 "• •• 1 f.tformed that ' 'then wa evary 

ru•an for :be-I hwlnt iatt the :relatloa• between Bert la and, Rome were mo•t 

,co,di al -4 uade·r •t•eU Mt ght kcomc 410re ••~ u10 

AltbOtllh· 1'll1ot hd bad not •1-'tdened bit dltdaht ad -d,i strvat of 

.Hitler, bl1 relatloM with Ge11Nny took • new tutA ckartq tbe. summer.. ,,. 

J\lne the !!&a 1rr•n9~ an offlolel vfl ,lt to G.,_.ny ,bf bis dal.lgbter t.b• 
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,Counte.H Edda cr,no. an emJ ,ss,ary ~• op1nl-on earrfed C:onslderable 

weight _with her father and Wto was dl_t:,.~te!Jtad to Bet1 In for a ge■et•I 

apprals•I of Hut moods and .po1Jc1es. Cou"t••• Eddil spent four eks 

In the capital of the ~•l&h_ and was the guett •f honor et a reception 

on Jun 17 -by Hhler at f9l_9!9nzlel. A vhlt of th11 l•Btth Wd 

espeelatty s-tgnffleant ~en tbe vi sf tor wu the daughter of Hu•aollnl 

and the wtfa of th newly appoint d tta1fan Hfnlater for Foretp Affairs* 

Ga1eazzo Ciao. thoffou,ghly disgusted by idct.*• deporttaiant. the Naz.ts 

nevertheless -.10-,ed· ewery charm to pleas·e h•"• to fl•ttafl befi tastes, 

and to ~ptlvate her, They dragg..S bet frem _f•S to f&t• ,anu she 

returnecl to· Italy enthu• I dtl e •nd dell ghted wl th wtet she had seen l.n 

C.erffl!IAy. I I 

Ther-e were also other hr.,ortant per•onal me_etla9s at thh tf.me. 

fn· Rome, on June 27. • set of coanerclal clearing agre.-~• was slg•d 

by Count Cl,tno. t.he Austf'Jen Rlnl•ter and the German AllblJ.tedo·r. COlilat 

Volpl, P.rasldent of the lteHan Federation of lndu1trlett1tt. •• ht BerHn 

for five day-s of talks ht mht•Ju1y with o,. Schacht, the HUI,• economf u 

expert; and tlOM1taneous1y a Getman ml Hta,y miss ton vl11led Rome. On 

July 15, Hltler•• Ambass~o, to Rome. Ulrich von .U.ss.efl. eatled on CJ-,m 

-nd tnf<tl'lled him that the Geman Covernment h•d decided to ebollth tba 
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German les•tlon • ·t Addlt A:bab~•' and ~eplece It by Consulet-e•Cleaeral _. 

• ·step welcomed by lt•ly •• • r cognition of the Ital Lan emplr·e and on ·. 

whlcm neither G~.-t Britain nor France wu ·In a ,position t<l mak • 12 

On August: 7, In Berlin. tho exehang• of vl1Jt1 was conttnued when 

a p•rty &:f five hundred ttaUen. students was .-ecelved by laldu, von SebJraeh, 

leader ·of the tfl tlor Youth, Two weeks later, on August l9~31, Paul Joseph 

Goebbels paid a wekend vlsft by alr to Venice, llih•ri 1,e ·_, - tertalned by 

Otno A1tterl i I ta Han 141at&t•.r for Propagand•·• who , ,eturned Goebbels ' vhh 

l.n September. In .addltJon, •t the end of September a se¢0nd perty of f-Jve 

tnindred J·tallaD students vtslted Gen.ray. ~J1• a sfmllar group of five 

hundred HI. tier Youth vlt I ttd Jte1y nd wer·e pertonally greet d by the ·Duce .. 

The vfatu ehronl~led In the pretleedl -n-9· paragraphs wetre ,mantfestty of 

unequal tq,ortance. and. they w.,,e ehlefly remarkable f.or thetr frequency . 

Of more lnmedlate stplfJ~ance was th agreement signed betweeft stria •nd 

Germany on JU.ly n. 1936. 1'be AuJtro-German -roement •• ehw1rty • NHI 

6tte1QPC t-o ·remove the troubl•some Au·Hfhm <f"•H Ion ftom ltalo-Germ1n 

dlplonwa,tle r•l•tlOb -. ht order' to pl•e•t• MussoHnf •nd entu:re lt•ly of 

Germany•• good tntentfons. Jfhler ~eeogntzed tbe full s0Yer•l9nty of Austtl• 

and •greed ttMl-t tl\e latt , -•• polttleal nrKture wu u lnt•rn•l ff.el r with 

which Germeny wou'ld .neither dJrectly '"°' hacH rec-t 'Jy Interfere. Although 
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von Starhembtu·g dlsHked the agt'eement which -ChanceHor .chus~hnlgg signed 

wl:th ffltle't, the fta1 tan Mhdster in Vlettfta. Preziosi, reassured him: 

o,ten tome fneldent gtves a totally 
Utte)tpac:ted turn of events. n Is not: hnpo&slble 
thtt the Aus tr ten Naz ls wl11 do someth Ing atup Id 
wttl·eh wf 11 gtv.e the Auttrlan Government. ·the 
opportunlty of break.Ing the a9re .. nt ,nd t -akfns 
sharp measure, •s•lnat them.13 

$1nce ,-,11ellnl wa.1 by this time bel nnlnt to consider aertously closer 

rel et Joftt whh G nnany, l>.razlosf was dttmlasad ~roa ••rvlce In Vienna fol' 

ht t l Dd I scree:t ••.ur•c• to ·von Starbembeet. 

There could be no doubt· of the c.omtng r1pero-e~S when Count Cfano 

visited ·Gotnmly In October, tome months -after hi• wtfe had prepared the 

ground. On October 19. Ciano left fot' hrlln whh the mlsa-lon, It was 

correctly twnot$d h, Rome, of brlngtng about • l~~ordlnatton of the 

pollalee of the ltall. n and lenaen Governments. •14 

From Oeto , lO•lS. 193', CIMO wa1 In &.nnany wbero he eonfef"red 

with Konsta.nt'tn wn Neur•th, the Forel ·gl1 Minister, •nd wfth R1 bbentrop, 

the ~!•!.~•• • sped a J tdv J aor on f oref gn po 1 h:y" When C teDO v I I I ted HI t I e-r 
/ .. -, . 

at lerchteag•d•n on ~t-obclr llf. Mi tier tn.fo-rmed the lt•H• Foret gn Hlntater 

that the German Government bad deeided to oreeogolze th Jt•11an E .. tre of 

lthlopla. Thi ff Flt meetl'"-1• • hmdleon di1cu11lon. betw.en Cinao.llf-tler, and 

Ribbentrop 'WaS.avery oordi•t, although Ciano alld .Rl 'bbentrop later came to hate 

each other, lS rtng th••• conv rs•tfons, ..tilcb led to the Rome-8er1 ·10 Ads, 
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Ni tter•• waloome m11tt have ft Uttd the young Forei,n KJnlatetr with p:ride 

attcf ft a-"ttered hf a van i ty-. Tho fu
1
~rer, Qn th ls ·oc:eu ion, was• a .most 

dlarmfns host and pertle1;th1r1y compUment.ary to the 9.!i!ee. Hitler ref-erred 

to Mu110Hn.J· as uth• 1eadlnt &tate•l&IO f.n the ·world to whom MM may even 

remotely c<)fflf)are Mms.elftt and Ciano wa quiek to ~•late this aduletfon to 

hh father-In-law by telephoo .. 16 

On 0«;.tober 25 a secre·t pl!otocel was •lgned In Berlin by CJano and 

-· von Maura.th Wllctt outtlne.d • common polley fof' Geruny and ttaly ht 

foreip affatn.. Tbe accord pravfded for (t) the oolhtbc>ret1on of the 

~ t~ Governments ln 4tl matters affecting their upataHeJ lntereJtft w 

(2) the defense cf &vropean e 1 vt ll iatJ on •s•f nt t Nlf'X. tam, ( 3) ef:onoml e 

eooperttion ln the &anubiatl t"egton, and (4) the maintenance of Spaln's 

terrltortel •nd colonial ln-te1rlt7. 11 Tb:ue provfslona. however, were 

not medo .publ le.. 1trhe ff nal .'St2!!!Ht·••~n •• Arnold Toyn-t:.e ,pointed out i.n. 

l93i , 'Wlteb wa·s itsued in etrlln on tn·e 15th••• howewr .• no more fmfo, .. 

matrve than •• v,eal in document• of th'Js 919re. on ttkl ·qudthm of ~•t 

the eeavett•ttons had •cl\JaUy been GOtt~erned wltb. or wbat eonelu1lot11 end 

deotsiR•, If any, htd boa rqcbed ••• .• ,u18 But ft was eleAJ! that an 

16 Jbht •• 3'19. Not m.ueb later Hitler wa, to modify hl .1 opln:ion of toe 
~ ~end demote Mus101 f ,d f tom su,erman ,Humber One to $uperalln Number 
Two. 1eeo.ad only to th• f"!el!tf hhnelf. . . 
. •1 .,. Lee ~n•. &t.-:r91e.,_o)nce J2~VLhtJts wo~,d ~ltl19 (Hew York. 1954). 
pp. 31S•llw. 
18 Toynbee, 1£1.!afX _of .lnl·•rnatt<>ul~ Affafrs )3,U, :lh S81. 
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und.erftandln9 ,~d be.en •rriv•d at. 

When Ciano wl,red the. c»ntent1 of the accord to Jtiussoflol, the Ouet 

rep I Jed that the lerchcesgadan egroeMOt. wa quite atl1factory. Thus, Jn 

dlp1omecy Hftlet hid obtained ln l9J6 that al Hance which. be hid st.ated l:n 

!f!lnQn!f WOtald be n•••••ry for Germany'• foreign poll,;y. The Germans. 

howevu,, he'ld no H l·u-• Ion, of Ital lan .power and wore fu Hy aware of t.be 

· 1bortcomlng1 of tbetr •Uy. They entenained • profound cont8fl1)t for tb• 

ml llt-e,y v•lo.r of the 1'Qewl' ttaly MA a.tore seeing lt perform In. Spaln. 19 

Nevuthe1os,, Setlln welcomed and YeJl tolh:fted the ·tlllanc.e wlth tt•ly.. 

A few uys I at r;. in • t ,peech at the ·Pi •u• de 1 Ouomo .In Mil en, MutsoH n I , 

without divulging the oontetlt of the .aec:ord, coa»en-ted on ctano•s 

lerchtosgaden· eonver1atlons: 

The Berlin converottoo-s ha.va ruu1ted ln 
41ft 11ncler1tandln9 between our t-.«> countrle1 ove,r 
ee,tatn problems '1fhfch had been part1ClJ1erly •cut•. 
But these understand I ap which hllVe been ••~ti oned 
ht fitting •net duly ti ped •9r-nt1, tbf I ae.-,t ht• 
Reme 1 f ne t I JtOt a d 1-,h_rag,n but rathu an ax I J around 
wht dt we can revolve an thoae turo,Nn •tetes wt th 
• wflt to collabor•tioa et\d , ,Ke.ZO 

Perhaps unwl.ttlngly, "'1$101fnl ehrbteoed tbl.l. le:rd\teagaden 19.r••••it with 

the ·n41116 'the ftome-h,Hn Mil''• •lid tfte rottd to .Berlln •• o,pened. 

19 H. • Revage, ·•n Duce, Tool of Nitler·, 11 II.URI (December is. 1937), 
p. 713, 
ac WI ·•kemann.. Jh• .Rome•l@t.t In, ·M-~*., P-- 68. 



Many oa.erwen h•teuHately potnted out that. at a real.llt of tltaly 1s 

.Johtlng the ~Be,·tla Mlt, ftd -o.ltnl h~ :brought hf.-.tf to the very 

posltlm, wbtGh he had $:Ovgb1 lo eJc-,e in 19)) by hh Fffllt' Powet Pac.t. 

AH.-tod from G-r••t 8rttaln •nd ff'en:ce. It waa thought that h would f tnd 

f~ :difftcuh. to wlthl:t:art:d German p~es••r• ht Av•tf'i•. -2-1 Marsbet ladogtlo 

oven went to fiu~ ·•• to tall ·the F'"onch Qen.r•l a..UA lh_•t Jldtoth1i wa, 
goh1t over to tlltte:r•• c;11111pt~•• he eon,lder-4 Fr&K• 1-lfltti♦hefl. 11 the 

,,,,.,...ni wltlt Lev•,l • ll40tHo hitlaeted,, had been • l:tf POhtt~ :b9hhld l\hl eh 

the ,p11c1 had lavnched bt1 lthlo,f:at el'lterptlse Md wre~bcf the -league of-- ---------- ---- ---

Hat 'l ori11 ~ he tt0 1 ont• need.d chat •If torit. '.U 

We have no reaton· to 1u,po1e that Mu11ol J n1 .wer tttt•rt• l ned Juch 

not l ®I or that he hit•nde.d lteH an poll cy 10 fa 1l ow Garmuy• 1 from thlt 

t1tae on.. ·tltllik,t htl wn unv1o-ced of hft °""' hiteH•~tu.•t supertcwU:, ••4 
-,fae•re1:y beltev.d that ,he WO\l\.d be the ••lot ,ann•t tn ay.· at llano:• with 

ttltler, J~•-t ~• be <:--&Ptl:nued up t ·O the llft-O'l t ·o &•H hl,1 fr:lertds th•t he 

wa1 the· more ln:tudHt•nt Ind aktHfvl of tfte two.1J 

tt Is also 4'1lte posaU,le that tu&loHnJ kll•V6d u.1, b•~l.nt . 

•-c•e.eded la ••41Jrlnf • at;ro119ar coatlnetttal ,oettton ,tj\rougb the under• 

1tecUnt wtib hnu1tt·t lta1y cou1 bppe to rte9oti.ie more favora.bly whh 
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Fr~ ad Great 8fcllain. Tht1 had oeeur.rod befote World War t end 

ther• 'teemed AO "•non, ti,:y l'laly could RO( pl-, th•• Nrgatnl,nt game 

with both tides -•ln. 
At any rat•• -Nu1tol hd h, l936 wu def lnhely net~ t .o 1r1"• WI 1l 1• 

Shirer·•• phr•••• 111n the "-9. 11 Desplt• th• «IJ(fstence of the AKts and 

the t,ep.eated ra1twa1' -,rut.Ion• of frhmd1hfp. re1etlon, 1-tween HI tlet 

end llu11ollot remained atr•IMd •-nd t1"9•d· with • u-rtaln su,pJeton untll 

the _p,;~t• f1te.fu1 &i_fth! vtalt J.n S.,tembe~-, 1937. One iadl~lon that 

he was not ready for • fr t •d•h tp thet ·wou 1 d •• I nse 'Oh ttaly• 1 f reedOJn of 

.etlo:n •ruJ d•chfon -, ttaly't ~tltude towards the Qe,....Ja,•ne•• 

agreement -•galut the Third lt1tVfl•tloul Qf tfovembeF is,. 1936. Tha 

-.roemant ex,re11ly provided fot the uherenee ot oth•r govarnme.nts and It 

wu thought tb•t -lt•1y mf gttt av,11 herself of · Ms rlnvh•tlen, •f•er havll\f 

,tsn•d tb lerehtetfaden PKt • QIG)n-th •for•.al+ Instead, •1though the 

h.rJU•ap.,..e •• , ... At WU duly ,ppleuded ht the Fa1ct,t Pr••· th• 

Ital ltm Government _ma,l,ntatned • e«ref\ll raerv• on the -.uettloit of t.,_lr 

IAtMUon1 and pohttec:Uy evofded glvh,9 uy •ubttanoe to th• hflMUon that 

ltat1•1 Jol;,tng In the ntw paci was under consf cferatlon. 

ln an l•t•l'vlew on- December l5t Ciano,_ who was later bhterly to 

1u9ge1t ,rqudletlnt the AlfAeRlent with hneny, •tbll•lastfeal 1y deelated: 
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pla o . a eto ,oeiatlo . ith 
r ny hn tr . • I h , rt, 1 y reJ o I c t at i _ 

w· r . erved for ,, as lt•I fan MlnJ1ter for For I 
Affeln, to hav th - opportunity of 1 _ylng the copfn -
ttone o this . tou-a ch 9e 1 _ the pol It f ~el on• 
st ,11 tton of ur'°P . JS · 

s.so 1f J w.-.1 f r L s e.bu l H nt. f n t 36 ·t e 

tt _ ·r of di l - t le - .kpe<Hem:y.. I olated 

r n.d the eppa, tltly ltalophobe for ign. polf cy of t ~ l I h Gov rn 

rt s d to Italy's advttnta, to • ak cJ09er relatfona wftb ,u . b 

nt bed lpe to d.r lv . ft ly fnto rm , 

but the to ntlet at tba ret•tlon wl·t d 

Fren '11lOU1d l,.,ove. ta 193' the · I wa not the doml1Mdn9 f tor in 

,aklft diplomacy;; aft f' 1'937 It \\OUld be-. 



CNAPTU\ V: t\\Jf!!ti AND T . . lW QRD£R 

\ 



Throu h t th f .l rst nth f 19)7 Hitler • .· t Hre of 

lq,ortant emltaerl•1 to Acme to cultivate HussotlnJ's frl . da fp. 

Seldom • week P••••d tl\at dt ·. not • • dele1atloc, of Qe,-ns In 

or • visf t from • Nazr 1eador. poc ts btllgl 9 with · coratl · • o 

di5t.rf bute to·· ermany•s new frl~d, . I Vet, det It the • f'e nt r 

AK ii of he pr lou• . vember, dtatru .t and an.tip thy ttl 11 e 

In the relation• betwe n Rome end Berlin. Purth tmore, HJtl r 1 

siomlllWl'1·1•· t unuty over U•ly 11 flirtation with Grqt Brlt•ln tn signing 

I •tgent t . 1 1 

_.ther ' 1 vh•I lnteT t ht the Medlterran641ft.2 Thia. the erman · f , d. 

fght for h•1y the oeglnnl,119 of elo · , rel•tf·OM whh rltaf n• and 

Frank, the al ' legal author ity. ti to h 

.-, KitJef' 11 d str for • .- t te vt1l·t by the tt:ellan dlttM r, 

l\d101lnl •s r-,1y waJ ceutfou1 . A, t1, •• th• vhlt •• C011Gemed, 

Nut llnt decl•r•d• It WU hll wish .to Wk'lert•ke It.. lut the 

lnslsteat tMt th vltlt .._.., · •11 pr.,.red for. ae that It I ·ht 

produ(; concr•te r. sutt . He told Fruk: 
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h will cause• 9reat .stir and st tber • 
for: · f n I u resu1 u be I -tor1 c: lly J o•rtant •••• 
h must define •nd • rk not only th ,o11d•rlty of 
th re I , t alto the C.OfJIUOft po11ey of th Two 
t•t••• a. pollcy whleh mwst ·N cl rly outtfned • 

tt •ff ·cts th end th eat, the South en th 
North • . 

Hhf r tetdfty qr•ed and on . •t• r 4" h wa.t annovncitd t at the 

s It 

to1 .Frank. Hu1t0Hnt dtd not know thefl how fateful t • ls Journey "ft>Uld 

be, that It would be ''the beflMlng f th•t surrende-r -whteh I d hit 
/ 

regt t · cU tster ,nd himself to the 'Jbl,et ln the ,- f azut Loreto In 

" Kl I•. ,/.t 
.Qll Se,iember 23. t9J1, Mu• o1trtl, wtt • l•rge t•f · _ spl dldly 

reH•d JQ mllhary •ttlre •• himself, left for th• ltl&b• ·. t to 

outdoft chl time end r ett tt ·ter dorm d the 

"' offfcJ t unlf of th and wait .4 In Hunleth for the ··rr- lv J ol the 

!ssa• Hlttff•~ purpos · ~ conaefou1 ly aot to .- ag In dlpl' . ttc 

eonver•at10tt1 wt th hll guest, but to lntp·r• • him with ,Get.1111ny's tt-rength 

•nd thu• play en Nu soH _I 11 o~ 1 ton ie o•t hh lot on th• tnnln-

·•' de. -or w. kl th Nazi a had .been pr · •".1119 not only an lq,r 11lve 

OMmtatton. ad or -•nt1 tlcm which Mt.a1toflnl 1.hould never forget. 
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~•rty were tak _ o wl tn.•1J hu •nd le · rate di 

_neuver -tn. ckl but' , wher r - 1 sh 11 weri ftr - and th y r 

1hown th •rmor· d d.lYI slon.• In- act ton. t · new art I 1 tery. the l t _ t 
.; . .._ ~:'; , 'i; ~ 

explosives, aftd the ~t'. ·~•ern al rplanes .. no noted ln hit flMOU 

DI •r:x: '1Mldeuvr , at ckJ enbur • f nt eutf • but ,t •• pectl g 

tembe, 27. Mu:tsol lnl' vt -lted ·the Kru p tteel fou rl-es 

In £1 •n Md he w.1 bl - 1y lq>t _H d by the tremendous output f gunt 

,wed by~ he 1 

t ru 11.! nr nd Stt-ial l ts wry Jy • u7 

ft waa In rltn, wh•r• th• b apttal w• put .en f AS~ to 
,._ 

·rec J v the stt•¢eptlble 2Yi!, th•t the vftO, rea~h~d It · utrh,,.. e1° 

c:U 

d . crl 

Fr _ c.h Nss.ador dr / Frtnco I 1• 
j 

r@ had ever et\ teGet· ved I ft CienJtpy 
with UC pomp. . epar1tlon emeiiAg l·n th Ir .-tent 
Md magnl fl cenc• wer• mad In ·1'Jnlch •nd · erlln. 
Alighting from hla traJ , MuHoUnf • Nrchln9 be·t_.,. 
twl rows · f watt of .. _,._ eror1, ., .. ,.- d • th•lt 
•~• or. HI• monogr , • h _ge •u.rrounded by• 
c.rowt1 •nd ,.,c:hed •t the t of• ht celumni domf~ d 
th.e JqU•r I whfch th popv11thm aeclalmed htm.9 

et 
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11drowned ra1, 11 but he ha been very moved by th If ght d mo ·trot I a$. I 

Wlult was d ·1 dad durt n uoltnf '• vtslt. : ti •ng b tr UO.U$ and 

ext _ sfv visit, dr a ed ft on_ pert of · e _ny to the other, Hus5ollni 

nts and 

thus AOthfn9 of import n.c was dhcussed. .Hltl r , .moreover, •• .anxlou 

to •vold thorny ubJeett 11 ke Au t .ri • h•d -d u 

about rmany -Ad the f ret.alon _ z.l 

was eef dedly the - •t profound of I Hf • Outw,rdly Hitler could ·Mt 

- - re c:ord1-et or C011Pliment1ry •ml It 

tin th t 

r :in ,, who bad hwfied him to tN,, kept Im f r h 

,, i th ls miniature Jeetrt,c t r•ln•• '" 

• 
£.urop rising unqu· tiona ly t reatne s -. ulS . r · beyo an 

his gal - ntae dr _ , • - It would we tJ , b f 1 t I -. the g 1 of bis 

ernum I t fr whte h -

l 3, n 1l I , _ Mui ao 11 n f , 
14 1!.!.!1.. • l 68. -
l S ifbbert, U Du.ca. p, 84 . 

softa.f 

~nd an I ndel I · _le I reael of 

ney r bl to st hr lf fr _ • HJ G,.., 

of I P,eoqogue, p. 1 • 
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vi h sealed th fri • · hip ·1th h ter • • snapp d t lock o t e 

b ln dtAlt nd I . to the f!aehre,:.ftl 6 Dazzled by th an ar 

-struc;k ..-. Int nt t 

lmltat th ,..ns. •-wt.en f' -_ <;i , has • fr fend, u he had shout' d t 

!!,f( Id to the c.rowd, 0 1t wfl I rdl wltb that friend to the last. u}] 

For the r ·1t of hi·• llf • di f lluslM td '-ff th tfNJ ; r ns an Mt tler s 

I f, h -

f _ ldeJJey, t _I, dedlutlon-. nd th Ir 'ff·olently mt 1 h rtstle Industry •• 

all s th t tt ly lacked. 

we1ax.· aft _, MutaoltnP -- .tate visit tton · 11,be trop ent 

to put Jtatt•s •I · to urg 

lntet act - - · B•r•ny -nd Japa • -oltnt aeedtad llttl 

• - U nf dee 1 er th•t th I 

of • l 1tle I an 1 Htary natur. be:t 

as U v• •••id I p.ol fey was to 

f eHaed to plu • erlh,. 

the three pow-re. nl e i _t 

••rvl l • toward the f'ffflt'tr • d 

th s • of Inf rlorhy and th d - Ir to pl •• and i .lt•t• t-.••-ny 

soon t l.ed ft lf 

after hit r tutn f 

attltude t rd t"- It lf cha.r _tt _r 

c-_ arJng tt•lf~• to the rman h• bad 

• ea.,, he ~-- to th . conelu•I ~ . th•• tull.n mJ Ut-ary men were not s 

eftlelet1t, bard or tou h. • ttall n eharacte,r and· _ tali1y ... he 1troclat d, 

l S ·t t>. ff'eed fr tbe crust deposJted by the t Frf bl ecmtwf"les o 
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d etden,c -tw 1 0 and po.\eon. ral9 Lat r · . nnoune d t b ·t ':ft e 

Jt-aHan• •t l rn to r 1 1 - likeabl end to 

at f'i f rml ng the l:ta ll-,. •dl ract ·r. 

measures tbat were long riemeilllDe· -red foF t tr nu1I arrc v hae- The st 

sur · wat the t troductl of th goos ·tap In 

. r· , an unnatur 1 a d tiretome par, de st-,> .ttl.d, ·the : 

· ough · ·. to h -v• ·I J. ved ll• ori tnatad •• show, of ot • ner-gy. 

• he wa · acey_ed of slnltbly t lt•thtg th 

d nt . th t h 

nt _. that the 9001 Jt wu no , Prust • fo:r 11th• 90'»• •.• e 

•n1 _, .. i t av d the C ttot , ll pJ c i s ·w1t th eql _ en b s e• 

wolf . u21 -

fooi It 

110Unt lt1 an abao:rmel •t•t• of mind owJng to the blow laflictad •t 

ty th . Junior 

pann .:f' • . I ln ts 

and Councl 1 
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-- ·wer for r 4d 

obtained ,om . h• Ministry of Int rlon fo, 

come io Italy • hte.e J •ry • l., t9l9., r . o 

to he ·JJowed to 

th Fatclet PMty.13 

tt does not • _ tftet unt f I 

d cl I r t,.1 

f ret9 · ffie ·. 

hely. u2.l.t The 

t.th pro I· doM 

19 : 

i aa Jtot • part1cutar frl . . d of t e • 
· by .antl~eml ti~ 

.,. f-oM1 Socialism. 11 
It t · . t'llplct . d 

Jtarcely trtM19I t 

• . Ja1Jy by nd the PQpe, . • ,1 of hi• new •11: rdl.natlon 

o KJ l r. t . Httt r · al lnter•t tn Mt I• emhlc I tt• 

lat} . ml it CSIMfflt. tlft ,. tfp,t~_•t of· hi ,, • a Ger1Uf1 £mba• y 

o ftc;lat said. *\le rka like mad but do 't l>lte. 1126 Th .-, t-.elf 
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t carryin - ou 

ion t •t h wa, c · rryl 

wa1 l ·· eapahl • 

Jtb I 

.stria. ft penf h e fHet 

l Fr · nchw 

ly one eondltlotu netthe.r Qe._ ... --.-. nor fttly would 1tk any ·furt r step 

von lb.bent 

, , •ry l • ·938# t Cl . o 1 ·· l tr tlons 

4randt, tta I 

• • • • &lflc•Uoft of Au•trlt y ft.OW ae ·con-
1ln•rll1tt:2'. 1 .· . ~f•t •In .· ,., HYallC d. 
Tmtt WU .· .· ' Just •• DOW ... y r · tbet 
tber · 11 l fu bou d fon,a,. Nu J 
. ff sf Y qu .. tto . wM ·lffl• 
cut t t .. . r•• · of th• · 111h I 
I, • u e fl l\d out . in th t n• 
t rvel beiweea tbe . .· . d fifth act• of t . Austria 
affaJn •••• t9 
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nt 'took d ·upoA 
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lost 

a_nd ad no Int tfon of m•ki pr £at - .or Uffdtl • to · th r tet 

Jn r 1 t1on to the Au tri ••tu tl • 3 Uk '"• by 1938, h t wa 

troop to th 

done four years -•rlf ,. etthougb the h 

\,rle two Yt!.t nts. 

· h th heard of -r4;htes ad tf g l 

~It 1 ), ·\Cl r t .h J:u Hy la rNn dlet · t r 

strh1n ~ 11 •- ultt s,ollnl 

by th f _ evt tebl • Tb t v,-t hJ we t ft1 r•• 
push to annex .AAJs tr i 

ind pend c , t th fact that h • s oUnl~ d not 

infG - d of o 

rne4 Hitler tat i t _- f turc, eon_su1tatlon waa exp cted 

but tt't , to lgnor . t 11 remind r too eh- he Invaded hat eountry. 

l ano . oted the 

The · _ in • t1DOd of t t loa wit 
-HA-1"fffa1 - ,, rn I - F brw ary 1 th net In 
which t • n Au$tr .f · esa. tn the 
f i rJt pl y - t to - V given US ·.~A warni n •but 
flOt a · _ • 
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. spit . -v r · b I ck o con ult Ion ol nl 

ounded OU on r h by ' I ·bit ky , th · t fit rv 
,. 

i '· nl · ' · f telt . lei Chane tlot attac:h ·. $ en e. UI· t 

op-ed wuld throw hi r• pl n of! a · · tl . l!IWf'Y, the tt 

) • I f t . r u.lt ia atis · tory. 

peopl wr n • f - t t f bad, th st tuati 

rn t wHl . : an nd t I t t I ind JI I . • t 

r t t s . tt32 et ine to hold his 

Hareb 13. an 11ot1 - i. for his •rt, was . ti f 1 

lt 11 

lscit 

t 0 

in lnfotmad o _ rlln1 fntent(Oft • ure1y rltn wa• t tr . tin 

Italy 1f~ . r~ r ! 

t · nd of the 'fifth ~tn of t he Au1trhm dr 

f h 

. pi,e ~- u ee at>out 

pl l•citt tMeh d th p rf _tly f what tktl ol nfts 

r action ~l • ly a t I t o obtaJ n Hut H nJ 1 · 

not t . he h _ ·d done in 1934. the ord r f. 

11 befor Hf t1 r•• · r, rlne JI Jp o 

, · spatehe to • 33 ltl " tntel _ d that ehdchnf 99 

) •nd with l · pl hcf t e 

propo al d .phmg Au trf· lnto anarchy. frCR ·wbleh 
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Inc t' t c:J:1.itat rs ad J at t In 

on• ld•r bl .. $t · i.n. T &!,sch1y&_s wat not forgott n1 

fe, th enn atlon of /w uta n , r h ad put •• 

f rl ends :and for ftt0me0t It look .s t f th .. · f s ml ght 

Jta,11 ans we·r furi .0\1:1 .and tano to1 d tt.,a·~ olfnl 

cur.rent In ttaly. foment , by th C4itbol les., th Mason•, ~ t 

i . ·1troi, atKf bo-comt steadt ly 1tron1er. •37 · her · for , of tctal 

pr;op•sand• worked at to, .speed and annott•-' • v It It \ly Hi t 1 .r. . v _ r.•f:_;~--. 

wh•~ · atr _ ta we-r · du , up .,,. ruu•fac d, for the urpote .• so th 

cont 

____ :fh pr•pnatvfon1 f · r .tHtler1t visit r ¥Uh,d the ,pirlt of l·atlon 

.h, -· •toUnPs r 1atf0ftl wf : h th . fmtflt"! wu.t d t :o• gfv« the er · 

dictator At ,,.,.,t •• Jmpr ••Iv ' Rd ' randtOS • tNePIIGP •• he ad 

r eived In ·ernMtny. '1BO was put in cherge o thia festi¥ fiH''ef)eration 

end ;p I enn f n· had S\IA he ·· . L •dvanceo fh . '.Q~e hi ~ e'Jf •P•· t 

hour& 1upervtstn9 lh t of mtlltarv J>i ·tades for the vfsit. On 

y ~" HI t 4 _.,.. ••t °"' f OJi · gmo ud ve·ry party boas and Nu.I .lino et-0 . 

tried to aqi, z t -to the foc,r 1 ·alel tr•tnt whtch were uedetl to c:ar,y 

th& ;tman, def eption. uNotht ng appeahtd t tb• gutt f-et h• of _eFlll!IJtY• u 

But.lock wrh••• 1'$0- DMCh · • a free trtp touth of the AlPI . u.39 The hlen 
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l i · 1 . 39, t the of tt 1y : url t e strl crf 

tll trrh te en on 

fo . · t 

· r ty wu 1up rflvous.1'3 

di -at ,, at t · t•tfo,· •• . ry •ff tlonete and J;,ot · n 

moved~ id. 'H$n~ forth ao. for, 11 l to ara u t u 

of ftlencis Ip he -

fl l _up . 

e.luslv ty dtr 

wl r • ' - et 

r fu 11 of t r•. 44 

cl l _ rs 

ltl r tlen.dlhlp wa • , · le ,- per 

toward U - obJ et, uu II -r an 

could ke p It in - teparate ccop· nmen, 

affect d his pollt-tcal ;.c,on • 

ot f . ttngs. T -,~ 

r lo •hhf\tl t t 

• ff rtt -f ant 

_ t nnlutfon r. 

t the p tt r 

d t_ 

1 f Ung., 

Inferiority that rov· him to app ·_ r • ,,._sured. un ffeet by ·1tl r• 

the frt - dsblp •• to I tl · 
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The ann.~tlon of Austrf · s tHtler'• ftrst move in an 

bltlous scheme to reunite •II Ge n.s. Into• greater' Ganaany . 

After the completion of tG~ht,us
1
t • Ahler was -,eGted to ,eu 

nd c:&n.tolt<f•-te hh gain• t>•foro JD1kl,n9 hh! neKt move. P•u ••· 

perf enee suggested that he t0..tl<I fo·I tow tuch • cours • and lt -wa 

C'Onftdently us.erted that the G ,,..,_ dictator would requ.J re noth r

yeer or two before ha ~hf und·•rt•k•·hfs next ,.S.turoay lurprip. •I 

Actu•tly,. haNever. while wor·ldng fo, the *•1flutton of 

Aust.rt•• Hitler had been •ldng u · of the ~ pr~ganda machinery 

•nd method's of· lntl,wldat Ion to enc:our•g• •sh•tlon IIIOft9 the Sudeten 

Germans. ihe t.mian nthlor l ty Jn ·Cre<:hos lov•kt•• The vt se of the 

Na&h In Ge.r•tw and thauttaneously th•t .of the Sudeten Qenliln P•rty 

led by lonr-' Hent e In ln Cnehtn 1 cwatd • hed rel ed the 11·tnor-Jty 

probl• to the r k of • flrst•r•t• pc,UU·qJ Issue. Renl•fn hf etf 

admfUed th•t from the fl·rst hls :obJac:tlv• •• .nn.,.tfon. of the 

Sudet4mhmd by tt. Thlr-d 11\lch, •lthougb he pu-r,os•ly dtsg,dsed the 

uhl•t• abJec.tlv for illlflY y rs• cf•.J . Ing t be sot Jy tnt•t st d 

In b4lttedn9 the lot of ,bl fellow ht"nlllftJ.t . Hen)eln wa l·n f~t 

,no.~• tn,tn ffhl,e1•5 stooge In the whOle •ffalro But. 1h1¢e ,r-,ce 
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sol I t hop d that if he igned • ml Hta.ry pact 

wJth Ge _ ny he uld be abl to · xerci e - ore l · fl nee on 

nnan pol i c i . s. The preamb I e o_f t. , Tr : y announce 

Germ.an nd ital tan n tfona r de ·ermined to co1 lebor t in the 

0 · lntenance of pe . e . 

·r en due a.How ce is · e for t · conventionel blguhy of 

lpl th: langu ge., U fs •Y we11 be corr~idered on - of the roost 

pteltt•s-poken and openly off -naive at Hane s concluded in odern 

t i ·· s . In t pr vJous October. t e ce 

mu t not be purely def ens iv_,. but the ·flt t-ery atH.tnc • til gne 

y 30. 1939. \~S so fr .kJy aggressive tha bot.h Ciano · d 

At oUco opposed it. The P t of $,t el Id not even cont in ! e 

cleu e restrlct:Jn tt e obligation for assts.t nc 

cates of enem attac -141 

·Jano•5 diary, el , rly admits h t tj e aUJatiee "•s hlghfy 

unpopule:r in I.tat • Althou h ssoU .f ·was edt · t and doubtful 

on t eve of sfgn in th Pact of J between l t l y and G 

• pact tch Ciano d scribed 

se.oun· rev ··. led ltaly• . subnrdf . , t io to t is whe he told 

e Fesclst ·-.n•n touneU t et It was n c-essar-y to cerry out • 

'POUcy of uuncanpromlstng af thfu!nes _ t-o th _, kti .• r 2 
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Although Fascism wa a nlfe t · tton of· extreme n•tfonallsm 

in tta1y,. It had be. n construct d on • very narrow ldeologlcal 

~sl • end the _OU~ a1'Wfty encount red conalderabl• dlfffculty 

In defining that basfl. He wast tnt lltgent not to reallz 

th•t tn organ1ztns the Fascist pa-rty on the leadership prfncfpl 

he wa,s tdent1fytng ft complet-efy wfth hi 

Muasollntsm. Consequently, 1t ~s ·not urprt Ing that .as 

grew older. the mov nt lo t It - youthfu·l en tgy •nd appeit4... Th 

ss s, ln fec:t. eb ndo ed F1schm ven earlier· than the F• clst . 

1 ders, for th r h· d been unpopular fr · the· st rt. Mussol ln t 

realized tha both h and the Fa e I t mov t were lo-s Ing ground 

•nd did .ll h could to revitalize It. 8.ut It . • not en ugh. 

£Qct1y one month b :for hh · ting with .tHtJ r t F ltf'e 

(July 19, I . 3), sotlnl pri aid· over the I st Cabinet etlng 

to be he1d during hb t•nur . of the Premlershl.p Jn • ,a el1t 

gov rnment of tt•ly. The Cabinet t Sn the shadow of th · lJ led 

ccup t Ion of •ntel lerl · • The los of thl h l•nd .-s • heavy 
"' 

blow to . tt ty, Jln.c h hid been stron ly fortified and Axl · 

.,-fopag~da bed dect.l•r d it t b · lmpregnab.Je •. Indeed rtthe ft•l Jan 

·"-lt.-.nl As always •. at the end of th , s.es t.on. he ended on a note 

of unsh ·kable conviction that in th end the pi~ture would c:h nge 

J Dombrowski, l1u ·soUnt .• T~l light and F; U. p. 3. 
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•nd h AJcls woul be v1cto-rl s. a rul hi Int ter_ did not 

cff cu the uce• · reports, but on tht occ.a l n lttori - tnt, 

Mlnlst r of Transport, keel p rml to _peak: ·, 

Due • you can If to 
be ov · .rt•ken by e.v nts. a r .-. a · • 
If we ere to• conttnu th · the 
bet of - tbl1Jtl · · al 
ch•r•cter trustfn 0011ne,,fd r spon ... 

lhy e o h ar to 
pa.n~--•for you mus • to avol 

9 n by surprf . r-we 
must e _ e favorabl condf tfons for ac: _. 

must enter tnt.o lndlrec.t negotl1U not 
sl.-n th door b hind u , ut le41Ve ourulv • • ~ 
out.... n' t I t u wal 111 the twe.l fth hour~2 

r w• th · ffrtt clear fndt~• Ion of _he growln iseonten 

wl th In hi · over nt. 

t Htary ftu ton went fran bed to n. Juty I HJ ore 

l. n d tn Jelly en In• ay the e n and J t · t fan re t t nc 

broken. The f. JI n · oldL r , . o h•ted thef r Gttnnan Jly 

re than th en • fought b d1y or not •t all. As Gener•I von 

T oma d sc:rib d th ltaUan I It to th Fuehr r · 1 tf · It t en, 

•re good workers, bu. thy re not fl ht r. They • J Ike 

tncepab1 of hohUng their own In 

ft ly. 

Ja Talk ( 
l'½ : .. ti 

York,. 194 ). 
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On th 1.ght of July I HI tl ·r r ·\l Iv d an la fog r _ 

fr th sou h. hln 5 in o ly - t t l 1.-n f n,nt 

t .··t h · Ur 

rlou ly Thu ,_ _uly 1 I 
- h G tman 

ron trans I ted 

u Inv It for t I 1er In 

whkh, .. $ _ or f t thr d-ey • Th thlr• 

te th conf renc. f he• Id on uly 19. 

Ing betwe n Hitt r 

I Vfttorl r the tlr ody f 

t r•tnff•t t It Han 

rosto-• d Jnd d for 

nd the I .II n 

Jilus oHnl. 6 t 

lead r; It w •I 

ltely•""t fnd e _ I I e:r th•t he us NC. 

tronlc•1ty 1 n: It r Hitl r r th aU n g.en ra1 coul 1w y 

Th OrtRel o Hf l r•s t y .t F hr w . un 

s,oJf nl, for u ua11y t - Ir conf · r nc le ed 

t , t . eliev t 

T unusu•l bsenc f von b ntr ·nd rlnf anv~· st~ed the 

eKch1 Iv ty II lt· ry conoem f th · G$rmlm t th · Un • · .ftler 

had e · _ wt t h J In pr dy o die t hist rms,., not 

t • In . d1.iu un ,~no ssoJJnl obser\r d of thl 

p. 399 • 
.:..,;,.;;,,;~~~;..;;;,.;._..,;__,...,.!Mf .• p. 301. 
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. ot_fnt • ne r tlv • di tnct 1 

tJ ·~ h rot wl th estr 1nt en 
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h . , 1 aubs-tanti•l1y · , host g ln · •~ n 

hr 

f r t t k th f rm · f ,a.not 

s tlon t all, 
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r rk r 

I fe. Jnt t 

Hhl r J ed f hre hour t 
; . -

C - lnu io fJgh on all I I r I . The I r ta k& 

.no b: J f 1-t, t r g n ratf only on C rs 

op n th ; ,__i· nd t t tght' end 0 

ltl to con uer.H ' t Hi tier• 

f victory. h • ti JI 

dtct or. Th uce•s d sp 

h •· during t tng, r, · .rt •r• f Ir t h vy 

~~~-"""""""~~ ........ ( ,, ,,,. ( •• 50. 
• 

)~f th · · • • 96 • 
• 
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day I I h .,,. • h r by -r 

o 1cl rg fr ftt t • 
r • y t f . t ,- ollnff ... 

flcul Y .In n tfng from Hlt l r 

4 f l n1 ri · tJ In, s fr l H urs i ,, 

"'°..! $, t r In howev _ r, • f Hur f t r • • 

Hhl r n only fl d glv y or y ti -
ctb r ly 0 ls j f0t"l ly 

f r ~h 1 r f n f h: I. t onduc. t. 

cf dty n _t 

cont I nu fo rt, had gon to ltre 

cl le Jly l • T 

V rt t t n 

·nd 1 t h It It 

JOUrn u runo d' oa lnl • - r,. f d nd anything 

ran htm. t 14 oHnl I - ly I _st t t 1 -- r, It · s ler 

t b · rlz by $ 

rong ,nd ft r p SU i t t 

."F..-

u stlon t ,r Jud ck In R hen t • t 

t h h · d to rl 

lett f' 0 t.h taring that It ty t e p C • ut 

to r _• ign.lS 
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16 r, ...,...,..,. ............... ~~ ................ ~~---e..,l_c_h, p. 99 • 
1 rt 
1 • . 

i> 

ly 

I 
• 



135 

re h b - . now pr ad to th higher :ran () th arty. ut in 

o.r: th rnl~g. V n h tng of 

th · V ~G t .ran Coun H ,. lth · gh y 

f It sur _hat h er on thf g. . Hltl r nc 

ntloned th ecret 

·rl aln - d th 

the pr nt mtl It ry atlon. 19 

.Althoug : oUnl kn 

Ion t the Cou ell. h did 

o Gr; di 1 ·cttvfti • 

the 
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ollni:I 

f t 

tr 

tr • g 

th 
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ody COO•tr:c;>l I con . d. ' l 

the fng to b a c I ti 1 on ,0 

av 

th fJ 

found h.l 1f th t r9 t vi l nt crtt ·clSI for t · · dfsast r nto 

which h had i I taty.22. 



t rt Inly 

Jn h ·ty, 1 b t 

al urd n o-f 

136 

t I ten ly di lf 

r tutl lch 

fJnaH r -

Y :n n 

l 

di 

t ck 

a con ltutio 

t -of 
-~.;~ t ,r. 

o th -t th 

tf 

l lv 

for 

d n 

gg t t · of 

th t f hi · 

hi 

4: 'Let 

' ,,2,. 
• y 'VO f 

th · r-es or Jon f 

arl 1- n • t h 

to b ta tor to 

t to do th 

, onerchy cont\ u d · o 

r b _n as 

, n ln 

V L 

fall* h y · - int • 

·1t rnativ 

hl r1 • 5 

d 

cord l ng to th 

t 

r 



137 

The po t t Ion of · ch me,rit)er of th · Grttnd 
Council could di&~ rned ven before the voting · 

· group of tr.· · h-0r& who had a I t: dy ne•· 
got I · · wl th th c~ n • group of ac¢0l'llp 1 i e , •nd 
a group of un Info who prob-, l y d d not r . H •e e 

rlou n s I t vote. But they '1&ted Ju t the 
.e!26 

th · · a- 1st reb ·I .,· lth ho p<.l $Ible Jtceptlon of 

· 100 ran. I. e hid been tn contact wl.th h Court, do not appear 

to hav had any Idea of gotng, further than r ·to-ring oil deal 

uthorhy to th -Crow.n. T , . elst patty we _: to . · · tn. Wh•n 

he vot had en r corded,- Mu :soUnl rose and Hid: ''You hw 

provo 

-s oHnl ¢urtously bel I ved that .t d · :phe the long .· tandh19 

undercurrent of df cord nd lflC.k of a f ctlon b t en Victor 

,u,u•l!U'IW· e 1 ft f . ru:f h fms If. thlt th ,Kin would $Ut)pOJ"t t • f . he 

King, lo ·· • Mt he FaseJ .t Sr~ Council. h•d th. uthorlty to 

been evah fng • gOOd· opportunl t .u2£J 

th . VII I• voL 

the .!f(;e. appeafed et 

th,. Ktng th . nut 4-y • the 

· tng dltm1l&sed h1 from off I .(; nd had htm rrest d. He Ad · fr .. dy 

arrang,ed for r,$1 . l .-4 I to tQ uceeed th Otte-a s hMd ,of the 

.· t:N rnment . 
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not a hock to the . -zi 

lg t b . t agln • for 

- un opuJ d ti t .it n d nger of coll e . 

Jos- h 

¢ r afn 

not d th _ · 1 of the l t H n d eta r wl th 

th t th· re w 
Council to 

- th w r. 
d . r ndl. 
public. 

· tenc 
t!on: nd 

th ti bei g • ., . 
. . ' . . .. , , . . . . . . 

Hlt I· :r knew th ·t th t . It had no In ention cf· 1 i11fng hefr 
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